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THE

HISTORY

OF THE

AARABIANS

Under the GovERNMENT of the

CALTIUPH S

ABUL ABBAS SAFFAH.
The TWENTIETH CALIPH.

THE D na.&y of the Abaflians Was AsurLABBas. -

equally remarkable for its long du- Hegyra134.
ration, and the eminent men it pro- Ch. zr. 752

‘duced ; but more efpecially, -on account of

the great progrefs made by the princes of

that auguft houfe in the arts and fciences.

-The Abaffians, in general, had the repu-

:tation of being learned men. The Om-

miyans, on the contrary, were for the moft

part very ignorant, and fthewed little regard

for literature : They wére acquainted with

.no book but the Koran, and deemed al

others to be ufelefs, and even €rous.

. The Abaffians derived their #ame from Ongm of the

Abbas, Mahomet's uncle. The great Abafians

Vor. IIIL, B grand-

5938438
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The HISTORY of

Asur Assas. grandfon of Abbas, who was alfo called

Hegyra 134.
Ch. zr. 752.

Mahomet, : or Mohammed, was the firft
that attempted to recover his rights from
the Ommiyans, whom he ufed to. call
ufurpers of the Caliphate. His example

‘'was followed by three of his children, to

wit, Tbrahim, Abul “Abbas, and Abu Gi-
affer, who were fucceflively proclaimed Ca-
liphs, but with more or lefs folemnity, ac-
cording to times and circumftances. Ibra-
him, as has been obferved, was recog-
nized only by a fmall number of his adhe-
rents; infomuch, that tho’ as far as in them
lay, they beftowed the crown on him, yet

- he had more the appearance of & candidate

for the throne, than an actual fovergign.
Abul Abbas, his brotlrer, fucceeded him,
and was, like Ibrahim, proclaimed in part

- af Arabia; but he enjoyed no confiderable

Abul AWKW
is p
Cahph.

~ fear, or

thare of power till the death of Merwan; |

for great &eart of the Arabians, either thro’

‘affeftion they ftill entertained

for the Ommiyans, .dared not openly ac-
knowlege him.

But things aflumed a new face immedite-

ly after Merwan’s death.. Abul Abbas was
{cated on the throne ; his brother Giaffer

fucceeded him, and tranfmitted the crown
to the princes of his race, and they formed
the famous Dynafty of the Abaﬂians, whofe

hiftory T am about to write.
So foon as Abdollah had received ccrtagn
intelligence of Merwan’s defeat in Egy};lt,
, : . - he
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heé caufed Abul Abbas, his nephew, fo be AsvrAzsas.
proclaimed as lawful Caliph of the Muflul- Jr&i™ 134-
mans. . The Ommiyans, and their follow- >
ers, far from oppofing a ftep which muft
ceftainly blaft all the hopes of their family,
~ were intent only on :taking meafures for
their own fafety. Abdollah was alfo con- Abdollahtakes.
triving means to prevent any of them from fd‘fgf““’;ﬁzho
efcaping him ; and the better to fucceed in Ommiyans,
his defigns, he ftrove to free them from their
fears and apprehenfions. He fhewed great
regard to fuch as appeared devoted to them ;
and the more eﬂggteually to deceive themy
he caufed an a& of grace to be publifhed, in
- the Caliph’s name, for all the Ommiyans
who fthould appear before him, and take the
oaths of allegiance to the new Caliph : He
then gave out that they might reft content-
ed; that there would be no ‘enquiries or
profecutions ; and that, indeed, there could
be no better expedient found eut, for putting
an end to the divifions which had fo long
previiled, to the great detriment of the
muffulman ftate. ' .
As it was highly advamtagéous to the Om-

miyans, to ftay in a country where all their

property lay, and -in which were all their -

connections, they, with the greateft readi-

nefs, embraced Abdollah’s offer, and truft-

ing to his promifes, they appeared at the

time and place appointed for adminiftring

the oaths, o
_ B2 The




4 The HISTORY of

AsviAssas. - The treacherous Abdollah, highly pleafed
gig;’: !34 with the fuccefs of the cruel fnare he had
752 o . . .
laid, appeared at the meeting with 2 coun-
tenance that feemed to promife only peace
and union, and gave the Ommiyans a very
gracious reception : but whilft he was pre-
paring to tender the oaths, a party of fol-
diers, appointed for the purpofe, drew up
behind the Ommiyans, who formed a ring
round Abdollah ; and at a fignal agreed on,
each foldier fmote the prince that ftood be-
fore him with his mace: one of them only
efcaping the maflacre; who, after a long pe-
regrination, took refuge in Spain, where he
formed a new Dynafty of the Ommiyans.
_. Immediately after this horrid execution,
the foldiers put to the fword a great number
of Muflulmen, who were known to be de-
voted to the houfe of Ommiyah ; and Ab-
dollah having put an end to the flaughter;
completed his barbarous cruelty, by the
horrid entertainment he had provided.
Qg;l il He caufed the badies of the Ommiyans,
Gollzh t the Who had been knocked down by the fol-
Ommiyans.  diers, to be laid clofe by each other, and co-
vered with boards, over which he ordered
carpets to be laid, and upon. this kind of
floor he gave a grand entertainment to the
chief officers of his troops, whom he in-
vited, he faid, that they might have the
pleafure of hearing the dying groans of the
Ommiyans; many of whom were not lig;




the ARABIANS. - L4
led by the blow they had received, but were AsvrAszas.
crufhed to death by the weight of thofe Ee&r™ oy
who were prefent at this fhockin g banquet. 7%

Abdollah was not fatisfied with this cruel
butchery ; he vented his-rage on the tombs
of the Ommiyan Caliphs. He caufed their
dead.bodies to be digged up, part of which
were thrown on dunghills, and others
hung on the gallows. The body of \Omar
the fecond, firnamed Abdolaziz, was indeed
fpared. Abdollah entertained a great ve-
neration for the virtues of that Caliph, and
ordered his tomb to remain untouched. -

Such was the begmmng of the reign of Hegyra 135.
Abul Abbas, to whom they gave the fir- % & 753-
name of Saffah, that is, Shedder of Blood:
though thatCaliphwas not accufed of having
any fhare in the cruel maffacre of the Om-
miyans ; the whole blame of it being im-
puted to Abdollah. However, it is agreed
on all hands, that Abul Abbas was indebt-
ed to the fanguinary proceedings of -that
prince, for the great tranquillity which pre-
vadiled in the muflulman empire, during the-
thort time he poflefled the throne.” He dif-
pofed of all pofts and ‘employments with
defpotic authority, and no man dared even
to complain. In this diftribution, Abdol-
lah- had - the moft confiderable fhare; and
the new Caliph took every opportunity of
convincing him of his gratitude, for having:
procured for him one of the greateft king-

_ doms in the univerfe.
B3 . 'This
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" Asur Assas.

The HISTORY of
This prince had great reafon to expe¢t a

g}:gyralg,; long and happy reign. He was then in the

753

prime of life; his conftitution was robuft,
and his condu& very regular. It is related,
that as he one day viewed himfelf in thc
glafs, and obferved his eafy fhape, his
beauteous features, and his florid and youth-
ful countenance, he was heard on a fudden
to break out into'a moft fenfible refle@ion
upon the inftability of thofe perfeGions :

- ¢ Lord,” cried he, lifting his eyes to hea-

ven, ¢ I will not fay, like Soliman the young
Caliph of Damafcus, the Son. of Abdol-
melik, I am the king of youth: but I will
befeech thee, O God! only to preferve my
life, that I may ferve thee; and to beftow
on me no other gift but tho blefling of
health.”

It may be colleGted from this petition,
that the Caliph was apprehenfive he fhould
not enjoy the blefling lge fo highly valued.
It is related on this fubje&, that Abul Abbas
happening one day to liften to the conver-
fation of his flaves, who were fpeaking
very loud in the anti-chamber; he found
the difcourfe turned upon the imprudence
in laying any great ftrefs on youth: ‘one of .
them, who was about five years younger
than his compamons, obferved, that the
difference in point of age was a trifle, and
that befides, death feized both young and
old without diftintion. Though this re-
fleGtion was nothing more than commen,

< yet
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yet it made a deep impreflion upon theAsvrAssas,
young Caliph; and he owned to one of his gﬁ‘ I35.
Frie mi_ , ta whom. he ufually imparted his %
moft fecret thoughts, that the converfation
had greatly. aff¢gted him ; that he*had ever
fince had a fatal apprehenfion of the fhort
time he had to live; and that it feemed as
if ha. had heard the Sovereign difpenfer of
life and death prppounce the femtence of
;hi: approaching period of his seign, and of

- This prince was féon_afterwargds feized Hegyra 156.
with the fmall-pox; the idea he bad formed ™ = 75%
that he thould die of that diftemper, ren-
dered it mare dangerous : and, netwith-
flanding al} their attempts toreeever him,
the young Caliph died, being then no more .
than eighteen years old. Authors differ in
opinion tonching his offspring : fome fay he
had a fon, named Mufa, who had a fon,
called Hia; and that a party afterwards arofe
and. attenpted. to fet the latter on thethrone.
Qthers affert, that Abul Abbas left ne chil-
dren, and that no other difputes happened
towching the: Caliphate, than thefe which
were caufed by AbdoHah, when Abu Giaf-
g:was' prociaimed Caliph in his brother’s

ad, - : -

El Makine rclates, that this Caliph was
thisty-4wo years: and an half old, aad that
kee Jeft two childrer ; a fon, named Maho-~.
met, .and.a daughtes, caled Rabéte. .
.S .. B4 . -ABU-

\ .



.8 The HISTORY of
b ALManzor.” ‘ .
Ch. r. ;rs,'i:

ABU GIAFFER ALMANZOR.
The TWENTY-FIRST CALIPH.

, BU Giaffer, firnamed Almanzor, that

is to fay Vicorious, fucceeded his
brother in the Caliphate ; but he firft met
with great oppofition.

This prince had been appointed conduc-
tor of a caravan of pilgrims, who were go-
ing to Mecca, and was on the road to that
place, when advice was brought him of ‘the
death of Abul Abbas. The famous Abu
Muflim being then in company with Al-
manzor, he forthwith fent him to Cufah,
with orders to proclaim him in that city,
and to tenderthe oath of fealty to the gran-
dees and people.

But whilft he was taking meafures to get

offeflion of a dignity that belonged to him,
Ee was greatly furprifed to hear that he had
a formidable opponent in Syria, who was

, refolved to difpute with him for thecrown.
Abdollzh ‘This dangerous rival was Abdollah ;. the
forms Pretet fame who had {o lately fixed the: Abaffians
Caliphate.  on the throne, after having deftroyed the
houfe- of Ommiyah. That famous cap-
tain, who had taken fo much pains, and
thed fo much blood, to fecure royal dignity
for his- nephews, on the. death of Abul Ab-
bas, fuddenly changed his mind. Blindle)d
2 y
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by ambition, he formed pretenfions to thie"Avuanzor.

9

fupreme dignity, and thinking himfelf wor- Hegya 136.

thy to poflefs what he had acquired by his .

valour, and exploits, boldly aflerted he had
a right to the crown.

2r. 754

Before he began to carry his defigns into Afferts the”

1 Caliphate to
execution, he attempted to overthrow the” Fote

opinion that had prevailed ever fince the
Qmmiyans began to reign, touching the
fucceflion to the Caliphate. He fhewed,
that-in the beginning the fovereignty was
eleCtive, and that it had been always carried
' by a majority of votes. He agreed, that
fince the time of Moawiyah the firft, the
fucceffion had been hereditary ; but his right
could not be thereby affected: for though
he {hould admit the rule, (which however
he had many of the ftrongeft objeions to)
it muft at the fame time be obferved, that
the fucceflion was hereditary only in refpect
to the Caliph and his iffue, and did not ex-
tend to the brothers of fuch as had pof-
fefled the throne.

- Abdollah’s reafoning was fupported by

very ftrong and eviderit proofs: and, in-

deed, it could not be pretended that the
right of fucceffion had been confined to the
dire& line, fince a father had often left

the crown to his brother, preferably to his -

own fon. .

. Thefe exampleswere very frequent during
the Dynafty of the Ommiyans; and Ab-
dollah eafily drew conclufions from them ht.o
- is
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Auuarzor. ‘hiis own advantage: he therefore alledg-
Hogyra136. ¢d, that as the Caliph had not appointed

Ch. zr. 754.

a fucccffbr the right of ele@ion recuried
to the people; and that even they, who
were friends to an hereditary fucceflion,

might well declare in his favour; for as he

“was of the houfe of Abbas, in ele&mg him;

would by ne means infringe the lawy
which had been in force ever fince theOm-
miyans poffefled the throne.

But Abdollah did not reft his claim upon
this argument alonc : ho raifed foroes, and
made preparations to fupport his preten-
fions. in 2 manner much more efficacious
than all the proefs he ecould poffibly have
colleted. His chardcter, his experience,
his bravery, and even his cruelty, eoncurred
in gaining him followers; and many, who
were not in the leaft well-withers to his

-€aufe, chofe rather to join him, than to rua

the rifque of his refentment, by taking up
arms in favour of  his rival. )
Abdollah now finding - his party ftrong
h, declared more openly thsm he had
alre done. So foen as he reccived adviee
that Almanzor his nephew was proclaime
ed,’ ke declared hewould never acknowledge
an as Caliph ; and he publithed his reafons
for forming fuch a refolution :-but as helad
more experience than to wafte time in dif<
playing records, and publithing proclama-
tiens,: ke icfolved to ufe thefe means by
which: the quarrels of princes are the moft
effeGtually decided. He
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:"He therefore began his march at the head Atmanzos.
of his troops, and taking the road to Me- Fegyra156.
fopotamia, advanced, by hafty marches, as Abdz;la}zs‘*’
far as Nifiba, in order to attack his nephew, marches with
and, if poffible, deprive him of the crown. anamy

- The young Caliph, who was equally fen- 25, gamﬁ Al
fible ofy his own want of experience, and
of his uncle’s great fkill and knowledge, was
in the utmoft confternation, when he heard
the fatal news of the revolt. As he had
been fo lately proclaimed, his thoughts and
views were all bent on receiving the honours
due to his dignity, and of caufing himfelf
to be recognized in the feveral provinces of
his dominions : but it was now become ne-
ceflary, that fpeedy meafures fhould be
taken to oppofe the rebels; a eonfiderable
body of forces was therefore raifed without
delay, and the Caliph conferred the com-
mand of the army on an experienced gene-
ral, to whom he entirely trufted the defence
of hiscrown and dominions.

For this purpofe he made choice of Abu Abe Muflim
Muflim, notwithftanding he did not efteem b appointed
that general: however, private enmity yield- the Caliph’s
ed to reafons of ftate ; and as he knew he®™
had no other officer capable of makin
head -againft fuch 2 man as Abdollah, he,
without hefitation, ceonferred on' hxm thc
command of his t

Abu Muflim 1mmed}ately marched out to
meet the énemy; but as he was far from
being a ftranger to Abdollah’s great military

fkill,
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Avuanzor. fkill," and was afraid of trufting the Caliph's
Chglg: 136. fate to the uncertain event of a battle, he
75% refolved to ufe all means for harraffing the
enemy, without coming to a decifive action,
unlefs he fhould be compelled to engage,
or be able to fight them to great advan-

~ tage.

He therefore kept 4 ftri¢t cye on all the
enemy’s motions: he foon penetrated their-
defigns, and rendered them abortive: he
cut off their provxﬁons, and alfo their con-
voys of ammunition and money ; in confe- -
quence whereof, Abdollah's troops began to
defert; and Abu Mullim having temporized
feveral days, during which he occupied ftrong
and well-guarded pofts, he, at laft, fallied
forth from his intrenchments, and depend-
ing upon the advantages he had already pro-
cured, he went to attack Abdollah, in fure

' hopes of obtaining a complete victory.
He defeats And, in fa&, Abdollah’s troops were cut
Abdoliah. 5 pieces. The general himfelf efcaped
from the hands of his enemy with great dif-
ficulty, having changed cloaths with one of
his foldiers : this difguife prevented him
.. from being known, and enabled him to
avoid the purfuits of the vi¢tors. He took
refuge at Baforah, of which city Soliman
his brother was then governor, and fo ef--
feCtually concealed himfelf there for feveral
months, that no perfon, except his moft in-
Emate friends, knew what was become of

im

The
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The defeat of Abdollah ‘afforded great Atmanzor..
fatisfaction to'Almanzor; but when he con- fclggy"a 136.
fidered the bravery> and ambition of that =754
'gcncral, and how  artful and indefatigable
he was in the profecution of all his {chemes,
he was filled with difquictude. And after
having mcffc&ually tried various means ‘to
- find Abdollah out, the Caliph, at laft, took
a moft perfidious ftep, to prevail on him to
difcover - himfelf and come to court.
- Almanzor feigned a belief ‘that peace was Snare which
perfectly eftablifhed in.the muffulman em- f(\,l ﬁfgﬁ_"’
pire; and he caufed it to be reported by his dollahtocourt.
courtiers and friends, that as 1}7“; no longer
entertained any fears, touching the condu&
and difpofitions of his fubjects, he was very
forry to find that many of them feemed to
dread him, and abfented themfelves from
the court. He particularly named Abdol-
lah, and caufed it to be every where givea
.out, that he freely forgave him all that had
pafled; and that, if he would come to
.court, he thould meet with.a gracious re~
ception, and remain there with the. utmoft
fafety.
Affurances fo folemn gamcd credlt Wlth .
Abdollah’s friends, who -umanimoutly. ad-
.vifed him to go to the Caliph’s court. They
.who vifittd him in his place of conceal-
-ment did the like, and counfelled him no
longer to‘exafperate the Caliph,. by a refur
-fal which would only give rife to ﬂ:ronger
-fufpicions for the future.
; \ ‘ Abdollah
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Hegyra 136.
Ch. &r. 754.

The HISTORY of

Abdollah had not the leaft inclinatioti to
trudt to the Caliph’s fair promnifes. He res
membered the bafe artifice he himfelf had
made ufe of to deftroy the Ommiyans ; and
was juftly apprehenfive, he faid, that he
might be treated in the fame madnner as he
‘had dealt ‘with thofe unfortunate princes :
but his friends reminded him, that the fitua~
tion of affairs was widely different: they re-
monftrated to him, that the Caliph was in-
debted to him beth for his crown and his‘life;
fince without his affiftance, Abul Abbas, and
even Almanzor himfelf, conld not have ef-
<caped the perquifition of Merwan: that fuch
favours could not be eafily forgot! and that it
would be highly unjuft to fufpeét the Caliph
of ‘double-dealing, at a time he was taking
every ftep in his power to quiet the rhinds of
his fubjets, and frée them from apprchen=
$ions t.f'zey could no longer juftly entertain.’

" The friends of Abdollah were fo impor~
tunate with himy, that at laft he yielded to
their intreaties, and confented to go to the
Caliph. He was received with all poffible
marks of the moft fincere friendfhip. An
dpartment was provided for him in the pa-
lace, fuitable to his birth, and the rank he
held at court. Almanzor often conferred
with him, and the ceurtiers treated him

. with the utmoft deference : 2ll things com-

fpired to perfuade Abdollah, that he had
ha'lurcd his nephew in fufpecting him of per-
fidious dealing ; and in this afylum he en~

' joyed
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joyed a. répofe to which he was a ftranger, Arusnzox.
whilft ambition-had gamed the maftery over IC‘;.B’?: 136.
~ " But the  foene.was foon changed Abs Dearh °f Ab-

doltah had fcarce been. a week. at court,
when, by a fatel accident, he perifhed, to-
gether with a great number - of his friends,
who, by the Caliph’s permiffion, abode with
him, The floor of the chamber, where
they were fitting, fell in, and they were all
crufhed to death by the ruins. - It is affert-
ed, that the Caliph was the author of this
-event ; and that he had purpofely canfed the
‘floor to be fo prepared, that it mxght be
made to fall without the leatt di 2
: It may be matter of wonder, wh the
‘Caliph did not caufe Abdollah to be flab." -
. bed, rather than to ufe fo much artifice in", -:
depriving himof his life; but itisfkid, Al-
manzor had taken an oath that he would
never attempt to defttoy him either by fword
.or poifan, and thought by that mean fute
terfuge to fave his ‘aath: befides, he pre-
fumcd by the meafures he had' tiken; that
the.death of Abdolinh would be astributed to
an unlucky acczdont, and by ho means ta‘t
premeditated defign. :

After ull, Abd(rllah wids vay hﬁle:ref.

grotted,  His baie condudt, in refpeét to the
Ommiyans, was {0 deeply imprinted in the
-minds of the Muffulmen, that chey felt not
the leatt compafiion for a prince, who,
. though he was 2 man of the greateft abili

ties,
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Avmanzor. ties, was more remarkable for his cruelties,
€82 136 than for his gallant atchievements. If this
"*475% fa@ alone could have been laid to Alman-

zor’s charge, he might, “in fome meafure,

have been juftified, for .putting to death a

man who had attempted to deprive him of

his crown; but his conduct to Abu Mu~-

{lim, to whom he was indebted .for the de-

feat of his'enemies, was totally inexcufable,

-and fixed on him an indelible charatter.of

-perfidy and cruelty. . .

:  Almanzor hated Abu Muflim, as we have

already obferved ; but the caufe of. his ha-

tred was far from being of <importance

enough to:remain {o long on his mind : his

. great enmity arofe on the following occafion:

Canfe of Al.  Some time after the elevation of Abul
g‘:c’l‘fg”zbt" Abbas to the muflulman throne, Abu Mu-
Muflim,  flim fet out with a grand retimue to perform
the pilgrimage to Mecca. When he ar-

rived at Chaldea,” he left the high road, to

.go-and pay his duty to the Caliph: after a

fhort ftay at the court he continued his jour-

ney; but before- he departed, he defired

.Abul Abbas to appoint him Mirage, that is

to fay, Conductor of the caravan. Alman-

zor, who was then wijth his brother, and

who had entertained a jealoufy -of Abu

Muflim, on accountof the high reputation

he had gained at the head of the troops,
prevailed on the Caliph to.deny that gene-

ral’s requeft: he afked the fame.employ-

.ment for himfelf, and it was immediately
granted to him. Abu
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Abu Muflim was piqued at the refufal : ALuaxzon.
he let drop fome harth expreflions, and fud- Hegyra 136.
denly left the court. Almanzor alfo foon b =754
departed, to perform the office of Mirage,
and was amazed at fight of the great ftate-
linefs of Abu Muflim’s train. He had two
hundred camels loaded with provifions of
all kinds, and twice a-day he entertained at
his table the chief pilgrims of the caravan.
" Befides the expence he was at in making
thefe entertainments, he alfo gave valuable
prefents to his guefts. Almanzor was far
from being in a condition of making fuch
a figure ; befides, if he had been able, his
naturally avaritious temper would have pre-
vented him. He found himfelf greatly
eclipfed by the magnificent appearance of
Abu Muflim. The favourites of that prince
contributed, by their bafe and flattering infi-
nuations, to imbitter his mind againft the
general ;-and at laft he refolved to deftroy
the man whofe open and generous conduét
was a tacit refletion upon his own beha-
viour. _ |

However, he concealed his defign ; and
at the time he was to be proclaimed Caliph,
he chofe Abu Muflim to be his meflenger
for that purpofe. Shortly after this (as the
reader may already have obferved) Alman-
zor gave him the command of the forces he
fent out againft Abdollah, who defigned to
deprive him of the crown. :

- Vou, III, C It
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Aumanzor. - It-has been already thewn, that Abu Mu-
Hegyra136. {lim behaved fo prudently, as to gain greater
i;’:” 7S+ advantages over the enemy than could be
aanOt ex e&ci The general having. forthwith
di};))atched an exprefs to the éaliph, with
an account of the victory, that prince, in-
ftead of teflifying his gratitude, took a ftep
which was cqualfy mortifying to the gene-
ral, and dithonourable to himfelf.
" His extreme avarice made him forget the
great fervice Abu Muflim had juft done him;
and having no more to fear from an cnemy
whofe troops were now cut in pieces, he
caft an eye on the plunder, which he knew
muft be very valuable, as Abdollah, and
cach of the general officers of his army,
were provided with rich armour, and a very
coftly field-equipage. o
~ Almanzor being eager to know what the
fpoil of the enemy. might amount to, fent
a commiffary to the field of battle, to take
an exact inventory of all the valuable things
which were taken there. .
Abu Muflim, who had a great and ge-

gerous foul, could not keep his temper
when ‘?,c commiffary acquainted him .with
his orders, . § have hitherto,” faid he,
‘“given {o fajr an aceonnt to theCaliph of the
many thonfand men 1 have put to the. edge
of . the {fword in his fervice, that I did not
think he would haye queftioned my hogefty
in regard to the bogty. I have tb:rqugbt:ﬁ

4
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high¢ft reafon to complain of his diftruft ; Avuaxzor.
but glory is my fole aim, and money, I find, Hegyra 136.

-3s his.” _ - . Ch.ar. y54.
_After this anfwer Abu Muflim quitted Abu Maflim -
the fervice, and refufed to march intois difgufted

Egypt and Syria, whither the Caliph com- o uits the

fanded him to go, to quell fome commo-
tions that had happened there.” He retired
to hi§ government, where he kept every
thing very quiet. If he had been minded
to caufe arevolt, he was fo beloved by the
feldiery, and even by the people under his
government, that ke had it in his power to
raife great difturbances, to the Caliph’s un-
éafinefs ; but he could not be reproached
with the making any fuch attempts : he was,
however, too free a fpeaker, and never men-
tioned the Caliph or his court but in terms
of thé utmoft contémpt. T
. The Caliph, who was extremely vindic- Means vied
tive; had been Jong contriving the means to :’g’ e‘i‘g:"l’h
deftroy thdt general; but confidering that him.
#-would be 2 difficalt' matter openly to at-
tack an- officer'fo highly efteemed, "he had
recourfe to a moft (hameful method. He
feethed to haveTald: afide all thoughts of the
.Jﬂb’utébethen him-and Abu Muflim. He
évery déclared he was forry he had iffued
fuch orders, tp_uching the plunder taken at
the tiime of Abdollah’s defeat. He owned
thit his behaviour on that occafion was 4m-
prddent and inconfiderate, and intreated
Abu Mallim to forget all that was paﬂ'f?,
L Ca e
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Acmanzor. - He affured him of his efteem, friendfhip, and
Hegyra136. gratitude, and defired he would fo Wlth
Ch.2r.75¢ come to court, to receive a publick roof of

-give him-a proof of

the good opinion he entertained of
hat this horrid piece of treachery mlght
not fail of fuccefs, fome fervile courtiers
(fuch as are always ready to adminifter to
the paffions or vices of their fovereign) were
employed. They went to Abu Muflim, and
reprefented to him that it was unbecoming
in him fo obftinately to refufe going to
court ; that the Caliph no longer entertained
any i1l thoughts of him; and that he was
very defirous of fccmilnm, that he might
is gratitude, for the

great fervices he had dope the ftate.

Thefe remonftrances were fo often and
fo artfully urged by men verfed in perfidy
and treachery, that at laft the brave Abu
Muflim could no longer avoid complying
with their advice. He therefore went to -
court, and was received by Almanzor and
his courtiers with all the civility and ref]
that could be paid to 2 man in the higheft fa-
vour. Almanzor even prevailed on himfelf
to converfe with him feveral times in pri-
vate, with fo great a fhew of franknefs and,
cordiality, as was fufficient to put an end to,
every fufpicion.

Abu Muflim therefore paffed his days at
Almanzor’s court with great tranquillity :
he began to think he had long entertained
too unfavourable an opxmon otg that pnnce,;,

-
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he faw him conftantly, and did not enter- Aumaxzor.
tain the leaft doubt of his own fafety. ‘Hegyra 136.
. At laft the fatal day arrived, in which ,?:‘ Pt
the Caliph refolved to compleat his treache- canfes Al
ry- He converfed with the general longer Muflim to be
than ufual ; and at an appointed fignal, ;mh::é“ﬂy
four villains, whom Almanzor had hired to
execute his bafe defign, rufhed into the
apartment, and falling on Abu Muflim
gave him feveral wounds, of which he died
almoft on the fpot. :

Such was the unhappy end of that illuf-
trious benefaGor to the Abaflfians, and, in
particular, to the treacherous Almanzor, to
whom he had done the moft fignal fervice.

This bafe prince was not fatisfied with
having affaffinated that great-man ; he com-
mitted outrages on his dead body; he caufed
it to be kept feveral days in the room where
the murder was committed, that he might
have the pleafure of feeing it, and thewing
it to his courtiers; and he had the aflurance
to fay, He did' not think himfelf really a
fovereign till he was rid of that general.

The death of Abu Muflim occafioned Hegyra13;.
great commotions, which caufed the Caliph Ch. =r. 755.
much difquiet. A Perfian called Sinam, noouacis
of Nifabour, who knew what immen{e foon ended.-
riches that general pofiefled in Chorafan, '
- feized his treafures, and made ufc of part
of the money to raife a revolt in that pro-
vince againft the Caliph.

.C3 Almanzar
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Avuaxzon.  Almanzof conferred the command of his
2‘;8}'"!37- troops on a captain named Giamhour, and
"#755 ordered him to march without delay into
Chorafan, to fight the rebels. This éxpe-
dition proved very fuccefsful; Sinam was
defeated in a fingle action, and his troops
being difperfed, the rebellion was foon at

an end.

The Caliph, through avarice, commit-
ted the fame fault in this junéture as he
had done the preceding year, when Abu
Muflim gained a victory over Abdollah’s
army ; he fent one. of his officers to take an:
account of the booty, that the general
n}ight not apply any part of it to his owny
ufe. ‘

Giamhour was greatly offended at fo
mean an action, and he eafily prevailed on
his foldiers to join in his refentment, efpe-
cially when he informed them that it was
his intention to have divided all the {poils-of
the vanquifhed amongft them. Tumul-
tuous cries were heard on a fudden jn the
army ; they were enraged againft the Ca-
liph, and his fordid avarice was the fubject-
matter of the complaints and invectives of

'., the foldiers. _
Giambouris  @Giamhour ﬁndinghcw_ they weredifpofed,.
prcaimed added fuel to their refentinent ; by means of.
Chorafan. ~ which they foon became difgufted with the

fervice of a prince who was fo wedded to his:
own intereft, that he would not reward either.
valour or condu&t. When he thought hi{{xll}

. 1 ‘ e
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elf fure of the troops he threw off the Atuanzor.
mafque, caufed him}:?slf to be proclaimed Hegyra 137.
fovereign of the province, and refolved to =" 755-
keep poffeflion of it by force of arms. .

This new revolt fpread an alarm in the
Caliph’s court: it was therefore become ne-
ctffary to make a fpeedy levy of troops, and
to put at their head a general capable of fub-
duing the rebels. Almanzor accordingly
made choice of Mahomet ebn Afhar, who
immediately began his march for Chorafan
with a numerous army, and went in queft of
the enemy. o

As Giamhour had parties out on the dif~ Hegyra138.
covery, he foon received intelligence of the ©h- =-756-
march of the Caliph’s army; and as he knew Mahometpur-
how greatly faperior they were to his own foats Bim.
troops,” he did not think fit to wait for them
in Chorafan: he therefore began his march
with great precipitation, and retired towards
Ifpahan, " where he fortified himfelf, and
waited for Mahomet's arrival,

That general foon came in fight, and
prefled Giamhour fo clofely, that he could
not maintain his poft, and retired to Ader-
bijan. Mahomet fo warmly purfued him,
that he was at laft forced to come to an ac-
tion, in which the Caliph’s troops had all
the advantage. Giamhour’s forces were cut
in pieces, and he himfelf would have pe-
rithed in the battle, if he had not, by a pre-
cipate flight, avoided Mahomet'’s purfuit. -
* This rebellion being thus ended, in a few Hegyra :z4.
years after difturbances happened of a diffe- - =762

C 4 rent
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rent kind : they were occafioned by a fect
called Ravendians, from the name of Abdol-
lahebnRavend, the ftock of the Ravendians,
who were always zealoufly devoted to the
Abaffians.

- But notwithftanding their attachment to
that party, they raifed great difturbances in
the province of Chorafan, of which they.
were natives. Abdollah Had fome particu-
lar difputes with Abu Muflim, and arms
were made ufe of for the decifion of them.
Abdollah was overcome, and a great num-
ber of his adherents, as alfo many of his re-
lations, loft their lives on that occafion. )

But fome of them efcaping, they formed a
fe&t, and began toteachtheMetempfychofis, *
which was one of the chief points of their
do&rine. Though this fect were fo great
friends to the houfc of Abbas, Almanzor
was far from approving their proceedings,
being apprehenfive that the great eagernefs
and zeal with which they arpread their dog-
mas, would one day occafion them openly
to revolt.

However, they could not be accufed of
plotting againft the Caliph; on the contrary
they were blame-worthy only for pa jing to
that prince honours, which, accor
the law of Mahomet, were due to the l%e
alone. ‘They came in crowds to Hafhexma,
where Almanzor ufually refided ; and they
went round the Caliph’s palace with the
fame ceremonies as the Muffulmans were

* Tran.ﬁn;gtauon of fpuh from one body to another.

wont
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wont to obferve in compafling the temple of Avuanzoz.
Mecca. Hegyrax

' The Caliph, not knowing what to think of Ch-=r.762. -
the proceedings of thefe enthufiafts, fent TheCaliph
them an order to ceafe their proceffions, and P‘,;’g";?:‘ { the
not to make fo ill an ufe of a ceremony, fe
which could be properly performed only at
the Caabah. The Ravendians: paid little
regard to the prohibition, and ftill continued
the practice.

Almanzor feging their obftinacy, foon re- Theyrifeunpin
folved to remedy-the abufe, and forthwith ‘““",.E ﬁ“"l’ are
caufed about one hundred of thofe enthu-
fiafts to be arrefted. This blow ftunned
them ; but they foon came to themfelves,
took up arms, ran to the prifons, broke
open the doors, fet their friends at liberty,
and then went and invefted the palace.

. The Caliph, enraged at their infolence,
mounted his horfe, and putting himfelf at
the head of his guards, and the officers of
his houfehold, he advanced againft the Ra-
vendians, fuppofing they would difperfe at
his prefence: but he had the mortification
to be difappointed; his fubjets attacked
him, and that fo brifkly, that he had like
to have fallen a facrifice to their fury. -
Happily he was relieved in time. The
troops withdrew him from the battle, and
then fell furioufly on- thofe fanaticks,
whom "they drove out of the city, after
having routed, and killed a great number of

them.
e ien. This
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Asuanzor.  ‘This event produced a pardon for an offi~
Hegyra144. 'cer of diftinction, named Maan, who had
Ch. 702, long time concealed himfelf to avoid be-
The Calih ing feized by ‘the Abaffians. This officer
£ “was ftrongly dévoted to the Ommiyans, and
had fignalized his valour and capacity in the
different employments they had intrufted
bim with. The Abaffians having attained
thethrone, hewas near lofing his life amongft
the other Ommiyans, who were maffacred
by order of Abdollah, after the death of
. Merwan ; but he had the good fortune
to fave himfelf by lying hid till that time
in the houfe of one of his.relations. The
.tevolt of the Ravendians feeming to him
a fdir opportunity that offered for his tecon-
eiliation with tge Abaflians, he ran to the
palace, andf:foi_ning thofe that were fighting
in defence of Almanzor, he petformed won-
drous feats of valotir, which faved the life
of that prince, who declared to him on the
fpot that he forgave him, and ‘promifed He
would reftore him to his eftate. .
whecaqon  The Caliph took a diflike to Hathemia,
forms 2 oo~ OT account of the infult he had received in
lation of  that city, and refolved no longer to make it
2‘:;3‘1’}'%,2';% the place of his refidence. Hé formed a'
refolution of founding a city, for the fitua=
Hegyra 145, G0 Of which he pitched upon a very large
Ch. zr. 763. fpot of ground near the Tygris, where the
city of* Seleucia formerly ftood.

Almanzor
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Almanzor riding-one day by the fide of Aruanror.
| that river with his courtiers, at the time he Hegyra 145.
i was feeking out a place convenient for his Ch. =r. 763.
" defign, was fo pleafed with the beauty ofHow htehadti‘b
| the country, that he refolved to.make choice a1 be the
of it for his purpofe. Whilft he was dif- founder,
courfing of the matter with the officers that
attended him, one of them leaving the
company happened to meet with a hermit,
whofe cell was in the neighbourhood : the
officer having entered into converfation with
the anchoret, mentioned to him the Caliph’s
defign. The hermit anfwered, That there
was, indeed, a tradition in the country, that.
a city would one day be built on the fpot he
mentioned; but it was to be performed by
a man called Moclas, a name very different
from thofe of Giaffer and Almanzor, which
the Caliph bore. : '
The officer returning to Almanzor, re-
lated the converfation that had pafled be-
tween him and the hermit. The Caliph
had no fooner heard the word Moclas, than
he alighted from his horfe, fell proftrate on
the ground, and returned thanks to God
that he had chofen him as an inftrument to
execute his will. The amazed courtiers
impatiently waited for an explanation of
this great myftery, which the Caliph foon -
gave them in the following manner: :
¢ During the Caliphate of the Ommiw
yans,” faid he, ¢ my brothers and I, being
very young, and having but a flender in-
o . © come,
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come, were forced to live in the country,
where each of us was caterer in his turn.
Being once unable to buy provifions for my
appointed day for want of money, I ftolea
bracelet from my nurfe, and pledged it to
fupply my want; the woman made a great
noife about her lofs, and by dint of fearch-
ing and enquiry, fhe fixed the theft on me..
In the heat of her paffion fhe was not
fparing of abufive language, and amongft
other names fhe called me Moclas (which
was the name of a noted robber of that
time;) and, during the reft of her life, the
never called me by any other name. I there-
fore fee plainly that heaven has deftined me
to the undertaking in queftion, which I will
execute in this place, for it is evidént that
God himfelf has fo ordained.” :
Almanzor drew the firft lines of the plan
of that city round a hill, the fummit of
which he referved to build his own palace
thereon: he’ then ordered the works to be
begun, and they were carried on with the
utmoft expedition ; but they were feveral
times forced to fufpend the building, that
they might attend to matters of greater mo-
ment. ) :
- Mahomet, and Ibrahim, both of them
grandfons of Hafan, and great grandfons
to Ali, took up arms againft Almanzor, and
ftiove to deprive him of the Caliphate. Do-
meftick broils alfo arofe, which gave the
Caliph fome trouble before he could pa~
c
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cify them. The Caliph happily put an end Atuaxzon. .
to all thefe diflenfions, and even extended Hegyra 126.
his conquefts to Armenia, Cicilia, and Cap-~ Ch. zr.764. -
padocia, on account of which advantages

they gave him the glorious furname of Al-

manzor, thatis to fay, Victorious.

So foon as this prince had fettled the peace Hegyra1so.
of his dominions, he wholly applied him- ©b- = 768-
felf to the finithing his new city, and had Hefixes bis
the fatisfaction to complete it after feveral Ba;;d,:‘ *
years continual labour. He immediately
went to refide there, and gave it the name
of Dar-al-Salam, * that is to fay, The City - ‘
of Peace, perhaps, becaufe Jerufalem was
fo called; or for that, when he dwelt there,
the whole muffulman empire enjoyed a pro-
found peace. '

What pleafure foever the Caliph at firft A forefight of
took in Bagdat, which was the work of his his death
own hands, he was foon weary of it, Of melancholy.
rather he was feized with a melancholy, )
which gave him an equal difguft to every
obje& that offered itfelf to his view. Hifto-
rians fay, that this diftemper was occafioned
by an impreflion made on his mind by fome
Arabian verfes which he faw written on a
wall. - Authors relate them varioufly : fome
fay they were to the following effe& :

“ O Giaffer! thy days are at an end ; the

* El Makine relates, that the d&was called by Almanzor
Medina-tol-Salam, which fignifies alfo the City of Peace ; but
that it was afterwards called Bagdat, from the name of an ber-
mit, whofe ccllwas in the meadow where that city was li:luilt. '

our
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Acmaxzor. hour of thy death is come; the order of
Hegyra 150. God, which is irrevecable, is gone forth.”
Ch-wr- 768, Others fay, they only contained thefe ge-
neral maxims : ¢ The riches of this world

are not given, but lent to us: let no man

therefore. truft in them, nor make his boaft

“of them; for whofoever placeth his heart

* thereon, fhall be covered with thame and

" confufion, on the day when he fhall be re=

quired to render an account to him that.gave
them. . . : :
Hegyra 158. - The melancholy refle®ions he made on
Ch.=r.775- reading thefe verfes, funk his fpirits, and
filled him with difguietude : every thing

grew infupportable to him, and though he
went from place to.place, and often varied

the fcene, in hopes of difpelling his care

and finding refk, yet he could get none.

_He then vowed a pilgrimage to Mecca, i

hopes that his health might. be reflored by

the performance of fo religions a vow.

Heperfoms ~ He et out on his journey with a numes
P amag® rous train: Mahadi, or Almohdi his fon,
went to accompany-him part of. the way 3

but the Caliph had fearoce travelled a:few

leagues, ¢'er the journey itfelf furnithed him
with freth caufe of melancholy. -He faidit .

was the lat he fhould. ever make. He

was .on -the point of ‘returning; but. he

fuddenly changed his mind, and refolved

to go on, fayifig he'undertook ‘it only in
llig;es that God would extend his mercy to

He
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. He ftopped on the road- at a place called Arxaxzon.
' Abdawih, where he connnued with hiswhole Hegyu 158.
. train. Abulfaragius relates, that the Ca-Ch-=r775-
l liph, walking one night on a terrace to take
the air, faw-a light in the weftera part of
t.he hemifphere, which pafled over-a vaft
fpace of the heavens, and left behind it
a gleam which was vifible till day-break. -
. Terrified at this phenomenon, his gloom
vapours rofe to a higher pitch: he looked on
. it as a warning from heaven of his approach-
|. ing end, and inflantly caufed his fon to be
called, that he might take leave of him.
Mahadi having foon appeared before him,
Almanzor gave him this fingular exhorta,
tion :
- ¢ I exhort you,” faid he “ to honout His exhorta-
your parents, who, as it were, partake of the };‘:" o his
luftre of your dignity, of  which they are.
the fupport, and the glory whereof refleCts
upon you————pbut I believe you will not
do it. :
: « Be carcful of the education of youp
' children; treat them with mildnefs ; firive
[ to get a. numerous offspripg, for they' may
| prove ferviceable to you, or comfort you is
~ the days of advcrﬁty s but I beliove you;
wﬂl not do it
. % Do not attempt tobuch in thc weﬁem
Rart of Bagdat, for you are .pot the perfon
gpomted for that undcttakmg, and befides
¥ou will not be able to- finifh i zt,, and yet I.
believe yoq will. doit. -

¢ 2 Suﬁ'cr,
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« Suffer not your wives to intermeddle
in ftate-affairs, for nothing is more dange-
rous ; and yet I believe you will do it.” -

After this converfation, Almanzor dif-

‘mifled his fon, and ordered him to go to

Bagdat, that he might be ready to take pro-
per meafures, in cafe his malady fhould put
a period to his life.

The Caliph being a little recovered by
fome days reft, continued his journey, and
came to a place called the Wells of Mai-
moun, diftant fome leagues from Mecca:
There he was feized with a dyfentery, which
foon put an end to his life. His body was
carried to Mecca, and buried with the face
bare, to tfhew that he died before hé ful-
filled the vow he had made of performing
a pilgrimage to that city. ' -

His charater.  He is defcribed by hiftorians to have been

well fthaped, of a lean vifage, and a thin
beard. - He was eafy-of accefs, and fami-
liar in private converfation, but very grave
and referved when he appeared in publick,
invefted with the impefial robes. - :

- After all, he was reftlefs, fufpicious, a
diffembler, and -even cruel in punithing his
enemies ; but-his ruling paffion was avarice,
and it was {o infatiable, as to render him
odious to great part of his fubjeéts. The
Cufians, amongft whom he had lived’'many’
years, gave him the firname of Douanek,
thatis tofay, Father of Farthings, bécatife’
he laid a tax of a farthing a head;-in order

' to
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to dig. the ditches of the city .of Bagdat. Manaoe
El Makine relates, that they found in his Igﬁg?:r“ig‘
treafury after his death fix hundred millions ~ 7>
of drachmas,. and twenty-four millions of
gold. ,

M A H A D L
" The TWENTY-SECOND CALIPH.

AHADI, the fon of Abu Giaffer

. Almanzor, was proclaimed Caliph
at Bagdat, immediately after the news of
his father’s death was made publick. He
was the twenty-fecond that pofleffed the
throne after Mahomet, and the third of the
Dynatfty of the Abaffians. :

The beginning of his reign was difturbed Mahadi dir:
by fome enthufiafts, who fetting up for pro perescertain
phets, preached a new dorine, and gained
4 great number of profelytes, efpecially
amongft the common people, who are al-
ways fond of novelties. Mazhadi foon put
an end to this budding faGion : he fent out
4 body of troops, who eafily difperfed the
mutineers. One of their chiefs, named Bu~
fa, having been taken, was brought to Bag=
dat ; the Caliph condemned him to be
hanged, and no more was heard of his fol-
lowers. :

So foon as he had reftqred a calm to his Hegyra 15q.

- dominions, he took edre that juftice thould Cb- =r- 776-
be adminiftred to his. people, .of which he
* Vor. IIL D himfelf
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Manapt. himfelf fet.an example in reftoring confide-
A@s of e Table fums, which his father had extorted
mency and ge- from many private perfons. He alfo re-
::Z::%il;;hthc leafed from prifon a great number of un-
" happy wretches, who had been confined for
not paying the exorbitant taxes which Al-
manzor had impofed on them. Ina word,
fo noble and generous was his difpofition,
that his conduc¢t was the very reverfe of his
father’s behaviour ; and he feemed to take
a pleafure, in freely dealing out the treafures
which Almanzor had fo bafely accumu-
lated.
Hegyra160. - Mahadi alfo carried on a war againft the
Ch.ar. 777. Greeks at a great expence; but he received
gcoll’{lsigg the ample amengs, when,'after having obtained
ﬁ,:e;me’ and feveral victories over them, they fued for
pay tribute.  peace, and complied with terms much more
advantageous to him than he could have
expected. ‘

That prince did not perfonally command
bis own troops in the war he waged with
the Greeks: he gave the chief condu& of
them to his fecond fon named Haroun al
Rathid, and he had no reafon to repent his
choice. The young prince defeated the,
¢nemy in feveral actions, and made himfelf
mafter of many ftrong places. He was even
preparing to march into the very heart of the
empire, when the emprefs Irene fued for

_ peace. '
Hegvra16s.©  That princefs, fo famous for her teauty.
Ch.zr.781. and ambition, ‘then governed the eaftern
' empire
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empire as guardian to Conttantine her fon, Manao:. -
who was only ten years old. That fhe gy 16s.
might be enabled duly to difcharge fo impor- Ch . 781.
tant a truft, fhe was induced to make offers

of peace to the Caliph, and it was conclu-

ded;, in confideration of a yearly tribute of

fixty thoufand golden crowns. By that

means the princefs was freed from the dif-

quictude fhe felt at the continual ravages of

the Muflulmen, who  made inroads to- the

very gates of Conftantinople.

This important affair was no fooner con- Hakem fets
cluded, than rumours prevailed of certain up for a pro-
inteftine divifions, occafioned by the enthu- B avin.
fiafm of a Muflfulman, called Hakem, and furretion in
fimamed Burkai, from the Arabic word Chorafa.
Burka, which fignifies a Mafque ; Hakem
wearingone of filver, to hide the deformity of
his face, which was occafioned by a wound
he received in battle.

Hakem pretended to be infpired, and Hegyr 166.
gained followers, who ridiculoufly afferted, Ch. =r. 782.
that the impoftor wore a mafque only to
prevent men’s eyes from being dazzled by
the luminous rays that iffued from his coun-
tenance. :

His party became foon fo ftrong in Cho- TheCaliph’s
rafan, that he made himfelf mafter of fome foops oved
confiderable places ; and there were no other place of re-
means of reducing him to obedience, butfuge.
by fending out a body of troops to ftop his
progrefs. Burkai valoroufly ftood the firft
attack that was made on him ; but when he
. D2z - found

*
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Mamapi.  -found reinforcements were fent againft him,
Hegyra 166. he began to provide for his fafety: he there-
Ch.ar. 782 £ore went and fhut himfelf up in a town,
which was {o ftrong,on account of its natural
fituation, that heconcluded hisenemies would

have no inclination to attack him there.
- But the impoftor. was foon invefted by the
Caliph’s troops, who had orders to take him
at all hazards. Asthe place had no defence
but its fituation, and as the few troops Bur-
kai had then with him, could not much in-
terrupt the workmen, the operations of the
fiege were carried on with great vivagcity ;
and that rebel had foon nothing left to de-
termine, but the kind of death he would
chufe to die. Hakem reflecting, that if he
was taken alive by the enemy, he could not
avoid an ignominious death, chofe rather
to deftroy himf{elf and all his followers; but
in fuch a manner as fhould raife the reputa-

‘ tion of his impofture.

He deftroys He caufed deep ditches to be digged,
himfelf andall which he filled with quick lime, and which
his followers. 1 ¢ pretended was a trap he had contrived to
catch the enemy. He, at the fame time,
filled a large tub with {pirits of wine, and
. other fuch combuftible liquors, which he
- perfuaded them was another ftratagem for
the fame purpofe. Whilft Burkai’'s men
were employed in the work, he poifoned all
the wine that was defigned for their drink ;
and when they had executed his orders, he
advifed them to take large draughts of wti}r:e,
' 2 at
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that they might a& with more fpirit in anManaos.
attack, which he told them they fhould Hegyra :gé.
make the next morning. They accordingly ~ 7™
drank heartily of the liquor, and as the poi-
fon was ftrong, they all died the fame day. °

So foon as they were dead, Burkaidrew
them himfelf to the:ditch filled with limey
and throwing them in, the bodies -of thofe
unhappy wretches were entirely confumed.

That done, he fet fire to the liquors with
which he had filled the tub, and threw him-
felf therein headlong. '

The next day, which was appointed for
the affault, the befiegerswere greatly amazed
“to fee no perfon appear on the ramparts.

They nowlooked on Burkai to be agreatma-
gician, and were afraid that by means of his
art, he would deftroy them all without
taking the trouble of making a defence.

This ftrange notion had made fuch an
impreflion upon their minds, that they de-
liberated a long time, whether they fhould
accept the invitation of a woman who called
aloud to them from the top of the battle-
mients, that they might bold?y approach the
place, for there was no perfon left to defend
it, and that fhe would open the gates to .
them. o

The woman opened the gates, and the
" befiegers entered the place, but they were
under continual apprehenfions of a fur-
prize. 'The general, who was aftonifhed
notto find a fingle perfon, afked the woman

D 3 the
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 Mamapr.  the caufe, and fhe informed him of the
Hegyra166. fearful end, both of the rebel and his fol-
Ch.zr.782. Jowers. She added, that though fhe was
Burkai’'s miftrefs, fhe had efcaped death
only by concealing herfelf the moment after
he had imparted his defign to her. Thus
¢nded Hakem’s revolt ; and the province of
Chorafan, which feemed inclined to affift
him, foon returned to their duty. -
His followers But the death of that impoftor did not
continie €0 abfolutely deftroy his reputation amongft
dodrine,  thofe he had deluded. . They affirmed, that
neither he nor any of his followers were
dead, and that they would foon return again.
It was to no purpofe to object to them the
teftimony of their patriarch’s concubine,
who knew the whole tranfation : they re-
plied, the had been bribed to give fuch an.
- account of the end of Burkai and his ad-
herents. They therefore began to difperfe
themfelves abroad, and make profelytes;
but. as they had not 2 pecfon at theirﬁead‘
capable of cenducéting them, their party in-
fenfibly declined,, and at laft came to no-
thing. This{ed profeffed no other do@rine
than the Metempfychofis, which had been
already taught by the Ravendians. The
former were at firft indeed a little more fuc-
cefsful, and their fuccefs was owing to the
artifice of Burkai, who poffibly being maf-
ter of fome fecrets in natural philofophy,
might dexteraufly make ufe of them, to

perfuade
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perfuade his followers that he held a corref- Magabs.
pondence with heaven. ‘ Hegyra 167. °

About this time Mahadi, after his father's & =% 783
example, was defirous of going-the pilgri- The Caliph
mage to ‘Mecca,; 4nd he performed it, but goes on 2 pil-
with much greater pomp than devotion; for §ecce.
it is computed that he expended in the jour- | . '
ney more than fix millions of gold. He
was accompanied by a numerous train; -
whom he treated all the way with the ut-
moft luxury and magnificence. ‘He carried
with hinran immenfe quantity of provifions,
and amongf( the reft were a great number
of camels loaded only with pounded fhow,
which ufed to cool the fruit and liquors de-
figned for the Caliph’s ufe. : ‘

He lived at Mecca in a much more ex-
penfive manner than any of the Caliphs his
predecefiors had prefumed todo ; however,
he very puncually performed all religious
duties, and feveral times officiated ‘in the
mofque with great appearance of devotion.

The publick prayers were commonly fol-

lowed by a confiderable largefs to the peo-

ple ; infomuch that there was always a very

large congregation, when it was known he .
would do the duty of Imam.

It is related, that one day when the people Difinterefted-
were eagerly firiving to obtain athare of his ::f'ﬁi Man-
bounty, he obferved, that Manzor Hagiani g
his vizir, continued to-pray with great fer~
vency. Mahadi, interrupting him, faid,

« And why do not you afk for your thare I
. D4 ¢ I thould
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Manaor. - I fhould be highly to blame,” anfwered
Hegyra 167. that pious Muffulman, * if in the houfe of
Ch.2r. 783 God I thould prefer any petition fave to him
- alone, or l,hpufd defire any thing but God.”
He caufes the  Mahadi, having performed-all the accuf~
’ﬁ‘;@c‘ﬁ:’; tomed rites and ceremonies, was defirous of
Medina to beleaving a memorial of his pilgrimage, by
adorned and  caufing a flately entrance to be made to the
improved:  mofque, the portico of which was not, in
his-opinion, anfwerable to the beauties of
thatedifice. . _— -
In a fhort time he departed and went to
Medina, to. perform his devotions at the
tomb of the prophet. - He alfo caufed fome.
ornaments and 1mprovements to.be added
to the outfide of the mofque of that city,
There a certain man . having prefented to
Mahadi a flipper, which he.afferted had be-
longed to Mahomet, the Caliph received
the gift with great marks of venera-
tion, and caufed ten thoufand drachmas to
be ‘given to the perfon that brought it; not
that the Caliph belicved the flipper to be a
relick of the prophet, but he prudently
judged that he ought not to fhew any doubt
of a fact, which was fo firmly believed at
Hi{gaf?tp Medina. “ In all probability” faid he ta
e ot of> one of his favourites, ‘« Mahomet never faw
fenc: wothe  this {lipper; but if I had refufed to agcept -
peoic. it, the people, whao believe it really belonged
to Mahomet, wauld have thought I defpifed
it, and my refufal might have givén great
caufe of effence,”
bl AL This
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This pilgrimage, performed to places Manaor.
where it may be faid Mahometifm firft lay Hegyra 167,
in its cradle, filled the Caliph with truly =783
pious and devout fentiments; he became
more mindful of his duty ; and though he
was naturally.- mild and affable, yet thofe
qualities, fo excellent in themfelves, fhone
-out with a new luftre, when animated by

the fpinit of religion.

From Medina he went to Cufah, where Hegyra 168.
he obferved the fame condu@, and lived €b- =78+
with the fame ftate as in the other cities
where he had refided. In Cufah, in parti-
cular, he gave a firiking proof of his hu-

. mane difpofition and great complaifance.

Being one day ready to begin prayers in Stories of the

the mofque, an Arabian, one amongft the gﬂi{’i};’: e
lowett of the people, came and told him he j:f{?w,
was defirous of praying with him, but that
he had not yet performed his ablution®.
The Caliph promifed he would not begin
the prayers till he had purified himfelf, and
was actually fo condefcending as to wait till
the man had performed the legal wathing.

- Thus he continued till his death to give
to his people in -general, and in particular
to thofe who vifited him, and were about
his perfon, all poffible marks of affe@ion
and paternal goodnefs. Thefe fentiments
were deeply jmprinted on his heart, and

** It is a law amongft the Muffulmen, not to fay their pray-
ers till they have wathed themfelves, ‘
' did
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did not confift in bare outward demonftra-
tions, according to the common mode of
moft of the great men of this world.

Itis related on this head, that the Caliph
travelling towards his capital, was overtaken
by fo violent a ftorm of lightning, that it
feemed as if the fire from heaven would
have burned up the whole country. Maha-
di, moved at the great confternation of the
inhabitants, alighted from his horfe, and
falling on his knees, cried out, “Lord! if
it is my life thou requireft, I am ready to
fubmit to thy juft chaftifement; but fpare,
I befeech thee, the faithful.,”

On his return to Bagdat, he was con-
ftantly employed in promoting the good of
the ftate, and the happinefs of his people :
in particular, he took care often to change
the governors of provinces, to avoid their
gaining an undue power in the places un-
der their jurifdiction, which had often caufed
the opprefled people to throw off all autho-
rity, and openly to revolt.

He alo never omitted to give frequent
andiences, in which all perfons were free to
maketheir obfervations on thegovernment of
the ftate, and the adminiftration of publick
juftice. He often even called before him
magiftrates who were accufed of corrupt
dealings ; and, after a due enquiry into the
fa&t, he decreed a punithment proportion-
able to the nature of the crime, and order‘;oiiI

ful
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full fatisfation to be made to the parties Maxaor.
injured. . Hegyra 169
. 'This regard for juftice, and the happi. - =785
nefs of the peeple, canfed bim to be adored
through the whole muflulman empire. . So
great, fohumane, fo generous a prince, had
not for a long time appeared on the mufful.
man throne. Vows were continually offer-
ed to heaven, that it would be pleafed to
preferve and prolong the life of a fovereign
fo worthy to wear.a crown ; bat a moft fa-
tal event took off the Caliph, when his
conftitution, his age, and his difpofitions,
feemed to promife 2 Jong and happy reign. .

Authors agree that he died in the 16gth The Caliph's
year of the Hegyra, aged 42 years;. bugdeath.
they differ as to the caufe of his death,

Some of them relate, that Mahadi being Diffcrent opi-
at Mazabdan, a place at a confiderable dif- 3o c‘fn::;l_
tance from Bagdat, one of his flaves gave ing the caufe
fome very fine pears to her campanion, who of i
was the Caliph’s favourite.” . She prefented
them to that prince, who had no fooner eat
of them than his bowels feemed to be on fire;
after which no remedy could be found to af-
fuage his pain, or remove the fource of his di-
forder. Itwas difcovered that the pears given
to the young flave were pricked almoft im-
g:ﬂ:epﬁbly with a- ine needle, which had

en dipped in a very ftrong poifon.

Others fay, that Mahadi died in the chace,
which was his favourite diverfion. ‘The
relate, that as he was purfuing a ftag, whlic

' ad
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had thewed -him gteat " fport, the creature
raninto a hou{c,thc entrance of which bein
very low, thé prince, who followed the ani-
mal full fpeed, leaned down on his horfe’s
neck, and attempted to enter after the ftag ;
but’ in fo doing he ftruck againft the lintel
of the door, ‘broke his back and dtcd” al-
moft on the fpot. ~

He lefs two fons, one whereof named?
Hadi fucceeded him; the other was called
Haroun al Rathid. Mahadi had a great
love for the latter, who had done him fignal
fervice at the head of the ‘muffulman troops
in the war againft the Greeks.. It was
doubtlefs on account” of the diftinguithed
qualities of this young prince,  that the Ca-
liph propofed to refign the ‘crown to him,
but Haroun 'would not confent to it; info-
much that Mahadi appointed his eldeft fon
to be his fucceflor ; and by the writing drawn
up for that purpofe, it was direGted, that
after Hadi the crown fhould come to Ha-
roun, and fhould not defcend ‘to the chil-
drén of his eldeft fon.

Mahadi was far from leaving his exche-
quer fo full as he found it at the death of his
father Almanzor. By his magnificence, his
liberality, and, it may even be faid, by his
profufenefs, he, in afthort time, fquandered
away the immenfe fums which came to his
pofieffion. -

His funeral was fo far from being per- -
formed with a pomp and ceremony fuitable -

to
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to his quality, that, on the contrary, it WasManao:.
plain enough for the meaneft of his fub- Hegyra 169.
jeés.  He was buried near the place where Cb-# 785
he died ; his grave was made under a tree,

where he had often refted himfelf when he

hunted in thofe parts.

El Makine gives us in. few words a fur-
{mﬁng account of the meannefs of this Ca-
iph’s funeral. ¢ They could find no bier,”
faid he, ¢ to carry him to the ground ; they
therefore carried him on a door, and bu-
ried him at the foot of a walnut tree, un-
der which he was ufed to fit.”

During his reign, in the 164th year of the
Hegyra, happened a moft extraordinary pha-
nomenon : the fun, fome time after his
tifing, feemed all on a fudden to lofe his
light, without any eclipfe, or cloud appear-
ingin the air, and a horrid darknefs enfued
which lafted till about noon.

Before I leave Mahadi, I fhall mention
fome fa&ts, which. mamfeﬁ the good difpo-
fition of that prince; they are extracted
from an Arabian author, who does not fa
to what part1cular part of his life they have
relation.

The Caliph one day repnmandmg an of-
ficer, atked him ¢ When he would have done:
committing faults ?”. The officer anfwered,
« So long as God fhall preferve your life for
our good, it will belong to us to commit
faults, and to you to pardon them.”

Angother
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“Another time that prince having loft his

Hegyra169. company when he was hunting, and being
Ch.zr 785 prefled with hunger and thirft, and greatly

fatigued, he entered the cottage of an Ara-
bian peafant, which he found in his way,
and afked him for fomething to eat and
drink. The Arab fet before him a brown
Joaf and a little milk ; and Mahadi defiring
to know if he could give him nothing bet-
ter, the peafant went forthwith and fetched
him a pitcher of wine, of which the Ca-
liph took ohe or two draughts.

Mahadi then afked, if he knew him? The
Arab anfwered no. ¢ I am,” faid the prince,
“ one of the chief lords of the Caliph’s
court.” He then drank again, and afked
the peafant the fame queftion : the Araban-
fwered that he had juft told him. <« Well,”
replied Mahadi, ¢ but I am a greater man
than I faid I was ;” and thereupon he took
another draught, and repeated the quef-
tion. The Arabian grew angry, and replied,
*« He thought he had fufficiently explained
himfelf on thatfubje&. Well,” faid the prince,
‘ but I have not told you all ; I am the Ca-
liph, before whom all men fall poftrate.”

At thefe words the Arab, inftead of falling
down on his face, haftily took up his pitch-
er, and carried it away. The Caliph in
amaze, afked him why hedid fo? « Why,”
faid the peafant, < if you had drank once
more, I fthould have feared you would have

: ' : -been
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been the prophet ; and, that if you had taken Manans.
a finithing draught, you would have at- Hegyra16g.
tempted to make me believe you are God b =785
Almighty.”

The Caliph conld not help laughing at the .
peafant’s anfwer : and his attendants, who
had long been in fearch of him, having found
him at that houfe, he related to them his
adventure, and ordered a veft,. and a purfe
full of gold to be given to his hoft. The
man, in rapture, at fight of {o confiderable
aprefent, returned a thoufand thanks, and
faid to the Caliph, in a joking ftrain, ¢ I fhall
always take you to be a true man, though
you fhould raife your title a fourth; or even
afifth degree-higher.”

H A D L
The TWENTY-THIRD CALIPH.

O foon. as Hadi received the news of his
father’s death, he caufed himfelf to be
proclaimed at Bagdat, whence he wrote cir-
cular letters to the governors of the feveral
provinces, with advice of his acceffion to the
throne. = .

Great difturbances happened in the be- Houfain, Ali's
ginning of his reign, occafioned by the at- §reat grand-
tempts which the Aliens made to regain pof- ed Caliph at
feflion of the Caliphate. Houfain, whoMeccaand
was great great grandfon of Ali, had raifed ™™

a
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a confiderable party in Medina, and was
publickly proclaimed Caliph by the inhabi~
tants of that city. He went thence to Mecca;-
where he endeavoured to_eftablith his au~
thority 5 but he met with unexpected diffi-
culties, on account of the great number of
Abaflians who were at Mecca on a pilgri~
mage. However, Houfain at laft procured
himfelf to be recognized, and immediately
treated with the utmoft rigour all fuch ashe
difcovered to have oppofed him ; but his re-
fentment fell - chiefly on the Abaﬁians, of
whom he caufed all fuch to be maﬁ'acrcd as’
he could get into his power.

* This revolt was foon ended, by means of
the troops which the Caliph fent into Ara~
bia. Houfain’s party was defeated in two or
three attions ; all fuch as were taken prifo~
ners under arms, were put to the edge of
the fword, and all fuch as were known to be
adherents to the Aliens, were beheaded.

It is faid that Houfain got out of the hands
of the vi€torious enemy, and fled to Medi~
na, where he expetted to find a fure afy-
lum; but Hadi’s troops purfued himi thither,
took him prifoner, and cut off his head,
as they had done to all fuch of his family as
were taken at Mecca. ‘ ‘

Hadi treated with the fame rigour 4 fet of

the Zendians. enthufiafts, who had been long endeavour<

ing to eftablith a doctrine equally contrary
to the muffulman religion, and to the p=ace
and
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- and order of fociety. They held there were Hast.
two eternal principles, the one good, the Hegyra ;852
other evil : they alledged, that all things & * ™"
ought to be poffefled in common, and that

men ought not to eat the flefh of animals.

* Thefe fe@aries, who were called Zendians,

began to propagate their tenets, in the latter

years of the Caliphate of Mahadi. Asthey

were looked on as madmen, and incapable

of raifing any confiderable party, little no-

tice was at firft taken of them ; but their
numbers greatly increafing, it was foon dif«

covered, that their errors tended not only to

the deftru&ion of religion, but alfo were ab-

folutely incompatible with the civil law, and

even contrary to good manners. Mahadi
therefore banithed them from his dominions,

whence they fpread themfelves in Afia and

Europe, and particularlyin France, where they

were known by the name of the Albigenfes.

Some of them having prefumed to appear Hadi exter-
again immediately after the death of the laft finates them
Caliph, Hadi his fon took the moft effec- of g,
-tual method to deftroy that fect : he caufed a
great many gibbets to be ereted in 'Bagdat,
and as many Zendians, and even of fuch as

-countenanced and affifted them asthey could
find, were hanged there on'the fpot:  Thefe
fevere examples terrified the furvivors, and
\in a fhort time, not.one of the fect pub- .
lickly appeared in the' whole muffulman do-
minions,

Vor. IL E Hadi



¢ The HISTORY of

Haor. Hadi thinking he fhould not foon fee any

Hegyra 169. frefh commotions in his territories, raifed a

Ch.=x. 785- violent difturbance, by a defign he formedof

Hadi defigns tean{mitting the crown to his children, to the

his fon: to be prejudice of his brother Haroun ; who, ac-

hisfucceflor. - cording tothe regulation made by Mahadi in
his life-time, was to fucceed to the Cali-
phate upon his eldeft brother’s death ; which
order of fucceflion had been approved of by
the grandees of the flate.

The Caliph was therefore refolved to .in-
fringe this order; and though he had ao
heir but a fon named Giaffer, who was ap
infant, he fully refolved to declare him im-
snediate fucceflor tothe crown.

" Refle@tions . IHe imparted his defign to his vizir Jahia;
W*i”-hhis vizir but it will appear, that he did o rather with
f,ﬁg‘:,s_‘m @ view to prevail .en that officer to counte~
#ance his project, than to afk his epinion of
it. Thewizir, who was a wife and prudent
snan, fet before his mafter all the difliculties
#hat would -probably arife in the execution-of
his {cheme. He obferved to him, that Ha-
aoun ‘was greatly beloved by the nobility on
soconat of his bravery; that the .flate was
highly obliged to him for having employed
Jher forces very fucocelsfully againft the
Greeks ; that he was, i particular, the fa-
‘wopurite of his:mgther, the Jaft Caliph’s widow, _
wiho was too haughty, patiently te fuffer fuch
ap injury to be done to her beloved fon =
that, on the other hand, the people would
by no means approve the choice he intended
to
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t6 make ; that the Muflulmen would expec Has1. .
to have a prince on the throne able to per- Hogyrs 169.
form all the funtions of a Caliph, namely, to Ch @ 785
fay the prayers, to command the army, to
lead them on the pilgrimage to Mecca ; ing
word, @ man of years fit 4o govern. Heg
concluded with telling him, that if he had
the leaft regard for his own peace, he would
not think of bresking through the regulation
made by his father, or atleaf}, that he would
wait £ the young prince was of a fit age to
:gpeart amongft the people, and gain their
affeitions. :

Hadi liftened to the difcourfe of his vizir The Caliph is
with- geeat attention, and pretended to be S28ed, and

- convinced by his reafons; but as he had en- amyvf,sm,
tertaingd :a fkrong opinion, that his minifter
oppofed his defign only on account of his in~
timate connieGions with Haroun his brother,
and Althizaram his mother, the late-Caliph's
widow, he formed a bloody refolution, which
he thought abfolutely neeeflary for his owg
fepofe. - . - ,

He fent one tvening for 2 Myfulman of
note, <called Harthansath, in whom he hag
long -placed great confidence. He bitserly
compldined .of Haroun his brother, and Jar
hia his vizir, whe (he faid) weye continpally -
plotting againft hipn, and endeavouring to
alienate the hearts of his fubjeds :, he added,
that in ordér to put.sh end to the fears hg
entertained on actount of their fecret prac-
tices, he wasrefiilved to getzid of them, and

E 2 had
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Hapr. had made choice of him for the perfor-
Hegyra 176- mance of fo important a piece of fervice.
Ch-2.7%. " Harthamath being ftruck with horror at
the thoughts of fuch an office, fell at the
Caliph’s feet, and begged to be excufed from
executing fo cruel an order. Hadi enraged
at his refufal, haftily quitted the room, with-
out faying a word more. Harthamath con-
cludinghislife was in the utmoft danger, dared
not return home ; he therefore went to take
fhelter in the apattment of the Caliph’s mo-
ther, in hopes that he might remain con-
cealed there during the night, and might
find means to avoid Hadi’s fury. '
Death of the  ‘That very night terminated Harthamath’s
Caliph- ~  fears, and the dangers that menaced Haroun
and Jahia : Hadi died, after a reign of about
cighteen months duration. | :
Authors differ - Hiftorians; in general, agree that the Ca-
concerningthe liph’s mother was deeply concerned in - his
cauleof it geath. This princefs, who was of a proud
and ' haughty temper, had greatly aflumed
the management of publick affairs, and was
furrbunded by a croud of lords, who were
foliciting het- for - pofts and employments:
TFhe Caliph teck umbrage at it, and having
feveral times advifed her -to act with more
caution, and not to'interfere in the bufinefs of
the ftate, he'one day told her that he would
caufe every lord to hdve his'head ftruck off;
who fhould'be fo conftant in paying his court
to her. They fay, that in a fhort titne he
fent her-a poifoned goofe, in hopes, by that
- 2 - means,
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means, to make away with this princefs s Hao. )
but as his late undutiful behaviour gave her Hegyra 170.
caufe to fufpe him, fhe took fuch precau- > =" 786
tions as faved her life. She gave part of the .
goofe to a dog, who eat it and di¢d on the
fpot. o :

P This- event, added to the Caliph’s ill-will -

to his brother, made her form a refolution
of anticipating Hadi, and putting it out of
his power to exécute his cruelties on her fa-
mily. Some fay fhe bribed two of that
prince’s concubines, who when he was ina
deep fleep flifled him with pillows : othérs

affert, that his mother did the deed herfelf:
Nijarifthan, an Arabian author, relates,
that the Caliph died fuddenly of a cough
‘which - feized him in the night-time, after
having drank a glafs of water ; but from the
manner'inf which he relates that fa&, it may
be gathered, that the Caliph’s mother had a
hand in-his death. And it may alfo be
ftrongly fufpected by that paflage in' Nija-
ritthan, in which Harthamath is introduced,
and relates to one of his friends the conver-
fation that paffed between him and the Ca-
liph, and ‘what happened in confequence

of it, -~ . '
. 'The Caliph, faid he, having one day com-
manded me to appear before him, fpoke to
me .in-thefe terms: ¢ Thou knoweft Har-
thamath, that the treacherous Jahia the fon
of Kaled, my chief minifter, is my invete-

rate enemy ; that he continually firives to

E 3 ’ eftrange

.
[
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eftrange from me the Isearts of my fubjeds

Hegyra17o. and is daily endeavouring to make ehem the
Char. 73 friends of my brother Haroun: in thee ¥

have placed my confidence, knowiag well
thy zeal and affeftion; if therefore thow
wilt give me a proof of thy love, thow
muft bring me both their heads ; for whilt
¢ither of thiem breathes, I cannot be fare of
my crown, or of my life. -
- < This execution done, ‘thou fhall put t¢
the fword all the Aliens.and their adherénts;
who are now confihed in prifon. - Thoa
moft then put thyfelf at the head of my
troops, of which I give thee the command;
and march them with all fpeed to Cufah.
Thou' thalt immediately withdraw all the
Abaffians whe arc: there, and then fet the
¢Ry on fire.” PRI

When the Caliply, continved Hartha~
math, had communicated to me thefe ters
tiblo orders, which he required me to pit in
execution, I fell at his' feet, humbly o re~
prefent to him the fatal confequeness -of his
eommands 3 and told him I could not poffi-
bly exdcute them as he defired. The Ca-
liph, enraged at my refufal, haftily turned
from me, and retired to his chamber.” I
may eaflly be conceived, to how great 4 de-
gree I was feized with fear, as the Calipht
might. caufé mié to be affaffinated, in order
to conceal his barbarous defign. Being uwn-
able to fpeak, and uréertain what to do, I

. went intd the apdrtiment of the fultanefs Al-

thizazam,
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ﬂuzazam, hoping I tmght be able to hide Haos.
myfelf in fome corner; and efcape the af- giﬂ‘r‘ e
faffins the Caliph might fend to my houfe. 7/
About the hour of midnight I heard the voice
of the faltanefs, who called me by my name ;

- but as I could not conceive how the thould
know I was in her apartment I thought I was
miftaken, (though I afterwards found that I
was efpied by a flave, who had informed the

rincefs of it.) I then concluded that the Ca-

ph bad communicated to her his black de-
fign, and the order he had given me to put it
in execution, and that the princefs had pre-
vailed on him to lay it afide. She called me a
fecord - time, faying, Come boldly Hartha-
’math come, come, and fee the Caliph ly-

dead on his bed. That prince was in-

deed juft expired of a cough which feized
him, after drinking a glafs of water. I was
ftruck at the event, which employed all my
thoughts, when fhe added, Go, and tell
my fon Haroun what you have feen. I’
went inftantly to that prince, who affembled
the grandees of the ftate, and caufcd himfelf
to be proclaxmed Cahph

Eq4 HAROUN-
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" The TWENTY-FOURTH CALIPH.

HAROUN having attained the throne
in the manner already mentioned, am-
ply rewarded the perfons to whom he was
indebted for his crown and his life. The
vizir Jahia, who had fo ftrongly oppofed
Hadi’s defign of excluding Haroun from the
Caliphate, was continued in his poft. The
new Caliph placed his whole confidence in
that minifter, whom " he had always about
him.

. The great favour thewn by Haroun to this
officer, gained him the higheft credit : the
fovereigns of the ftates bordering on the

T b aars muflulman empire, courted his friendthip ;

daughter.

and fome of them even propofed to makea
famijly-alliance with him, ‘
' Amongft others, the king of Chozarar of-
fered him the princefs his daughter asa wife
for one of his fons: the match was toe advan~
tageous to be refufed; and the minifter {fpoke
of it to the Caliph, who readily gave his con-
fent. The king of Chozarar immediately
caufed the princefs to begin her journey, with
a numerous train of lords, who accompanied
her to the frontiers of.the Caliph’s domi-
nions, wherethe was received with the ut-
moft pomp and ceremony. But fhe had
‘ {carce
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{carce travelled a few miles in the mufful- Haxous.
man territories, when fhe. was feized with Hegyra170.
a violent fit of the cholick. which obliged & =75
her to ftop at a place called Bardaha ; when Death of the
the fit became fo violent, that all remedies princels.
were ineffeGtual, and the princefs died.

The vizir was fo much the more grieved Hegyra 171, |
at this lofs, - as it engaged the Caliph in awar, Ch- 2= 787.
The king of Chozarar accufed the Muflul- The king of
men of having killed his daughter: it is ooy .
not known on what reafons he founded fo curfion on the
odious an accufation ; but it is certain he de- m’s ter-
clared war againft the Caliph, and it was
foon known at Bagdat, that the troops of *
that prince were ‘on their march, in order .
to fall on the empire.

The Muffulmen, amazed at fo fudden an
incurfion, haftened to defend their frontiers;
but the Caliph having been obliged to fend
his beft troops to the borders of Greece, on
account of fome commotions which -hap-
pencd there, he had no other forces to op-~
pofe the Chozararians, but fuch as were new
levied and undifciplined,” who were unable
to ftop the progrefs of the enemy:. part of
them were cut in’ pieces, and the remainder
put to the rout ; and the conquerors having
ravaged the whole country into which they
made their irruption, returned home with
an infinite number of prifoners whom they
made flaves. ' '
. The Caliph’s army - was more fuccefsful Hegyra 17
on the borders of Greece. The. enaprcfs Ch. ar. 788,

‘ ' rene
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Haroon.. ' Jrene having broken the conditions uponr
Hegyra 372, which the truce had been granted, Haroun
" ¥ 7% fent out a numerous army againft her, which
‘ovet-run all Afia Minor, as far as Ephe-
fus, laying wafte the provinces of the Gre-
The Caliph  Cian empire. Irene was then fenfible of the
renews the _ fault fhe ‘had committed in drawing upon
Greeks. herfelf -fo formidable an enemy, at the time
fhe was fully employed in the interior part of
her dominions ; fhe therefore, withoat de-
lay, caufed propofals to be made, in confe-
quence of which Haroun confemrted to renew
the truce which the preceding Cahphs had
grantcd to her.
Hegyra 173. . Peace being reftored in that quarter, Ha-
Ch.zr. 789. roun took care to fecure the frontiers againft
He cultivates the incurfions of the Chozararians, or any
theartsand . othier bordering mation ; and when he found
empire, | himfelf guarded agamﬁ their attempts, he
refolved to talte advantage of the calm, in
order ‘to polith his people, and diminifh 4
liwde the barbarity which was as it were nas
tural to them.
Nothing feemed more hkely to infure the
foctefs of fuch an undertaking, than to in~
fpire the people with a love of letters; and .
7 was the very method the Caliph followed;
That prince, who had a folid judgment,
and a refined tafte, was the firft that ap-
plied himvfelf to the cultivation of- the arts
and {ciences: he invited learned men to his
dominions, and gave them rewards and pen-
fions. When he went to furvey his pro~
vinces,
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"vindes, and even when he was at the head Hanowr.
of his troops, he was always attended by asHégyrms
cestain humber of chofen perfons, with ™™ *-7%%
whom hé ufually converfed on diverfe kinds
of literature.

- He was at a truly royal éxpence to impart
to his fubjeéts- the tafte he naturally had. to
the f{ciedces. By his command, many
Greck add Latin authors were tranflated
mto Arabick : he alfo caufed a great numn<

co;u s of them to be made, and diftri-

uted all over the empire, in order that
ﬁw curibus and inquifitive might be enabled
with eafe to draw knowledge from fack
pleiiteus. fources. At that time appeared
in Arabia, the Iiad and the Odyfley of Ho-
mer, and the feveral productions of other
eminent men who had former ated
with fomuch ldftre in Athens, and inRome. =

This tafle for the fciences and policoHegyra174.
Titacsture, drew into Arabid all the treg.S™ = 79%
fuces of Greece and Italy. The mannés
of his fubjets were foftened, and theis
judgments becoming more folid, they were
defitous of knowledge ; and in a thort time
there arofe amongft them eminent perfons,
who gained the Oghe{t reputation. Haroun
kad she honout of fetting the firft hand to
that important work, and to encourage it by
his example ; but it did riot acquire any
ﬁiseat degree of perfecion till the days of
fucceffors.
Befides
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- Befides the great pains the Caliph took it

making thefe improvements, he alfo applied
himfelf to the revival of good order in his
dominions ; he ordained firit and falutary
laws, and appointed fuch magiftrates aswere
likely to adminifter equal juftice to his fub-
jets. Itwas his love for juftice in particu-
lar, that gained him the firname of Al-Ra-
thid, which fignifies Judge, or -Lover of.
Juftice. A o
But what idea foever hiftorians may have
endeavoured to give us of thatCaliph’s good~
nefs, moderation, and equity, certain:in-
ftances will foon be mentioned, which thew:
fo great an oddity of temper, and fo great:
dithonefty, cruelty, - and barbarity, as fink.
him beneath humanity. = - . = . |
" It would be very' difficult; for example,.
to juftify the treatment he beftowed on a
confiderable perfonage of the family of Ali,
with whom he bafely brake his word, ‘after
having engaged it in the moft folemn man-
ner. The factis as follows .
Whiltt the Caliph was enjoying the-
fruits of the peace he had by his great care’
and vigilance eftablithed in his dominions, -
he was informed that a numerous party had
arifen in Georgia and Dilaim; and that he
was ' threatened ‘with nothing lefs than the
lofs-of his crown. . o .
" .'The party of the Aliens ftill fubfifted ; -for
notwithftanding all his attempts to. extermi-_
nate them, he had not been able to cﬁ'iéil:
- " his
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his defign. Jahia, the fon of Hafan, a Harouwx.
defcendant of Ali in a right line, had hap- Hegyra 176.
pily efcaped the fearch that had been made ™ =" 79%
at- the times a refolution was taken to de-
ftroy that family. He had privately formed
a confiderable party, and the revolt grew to
fuch a head, that at laft he was openly de-
clared Caliph. - '

Haroun was no fooner informed of this
difagreeable event, than he took the moft
prudent meafures to put an end to the re-
bellion. He ordered Fadhell to march at
the head of fifty thoufand men to reduce
the rebels. That general having advanced
to"Chorafan, had probably an opportunity
of being thoroughly acquainted with the cha-
racter and difpofition of Jahia,and of judging
with what great eaf¢ he might p'revai% on
him to return to his duty, by treating him
with refpe, and flattering him with the
‘hopes that a provifion thould be made for
him, fuitable to his great merit and high
extra&ion. = '

Fadhell therefore halted in Chorafan, and Fadhell e
privately fent to Jahia a trufty perfon, who, vails on im
at ‘the fame time that he exaggerated the :ﬁfcm;vﬁ,
number of forces Jahia would {oon have to
. combat with, fuggefted to him the means of
avoiding the misfortune that threatened him:
he expatiated upon the great defire which
Fadhell had exprefled to continue upon

aceable terms- with him, and informed
him, that the general had already pa:;d

g e
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Hagepe. - ghe way to his reconciliation with Has
Hogya s76. roup ; that he had affured the Caliph, that
G-#5. 798 Jahia ought not to be made acoountsgble for

the revolt of Georgia; and if he had ace
cepted the Caliphate, it was only to comply
aith the defires of the Aliens, who had
teken advantage of his pretenfions to come
] him to head them, and undertake a war
againf} his will : in a word, the antful nego- .
ciator fo well performed his part, that Ja.
hig wes flaggesed, and entered into aconfe-
sence on the means which might be ufed to
sppeafe Haroun’s wrath, and fecure him
from the refentmpent of -the Aliens, who
svould doubtlefs attempt to wreak their vens
geance on him for deferting them.
- The meflenger finding that nothing re-
mained but to provide for Jahia’s fecurity,
jooked on the affair as concluded. He pro-
pofed to him to efcape from Georgia, and
80 to Bagdat, thathe might make 2 repun-
siation in the prefence of Haroun, who, op
his part, would take him under his pro,
section, and afford him a fure afylum at his
goust, againft all fueh as thould make any
sttempt upon his perfon. :
- Jahia forefecing the confequences of a flep

'of fo great importance,  raifed many diff-

cnlties ; but the negociator folved them =ll,

and at Jaft prevailed on him to write a lot-

ger with his own hand to Fadhell, with an

-account .of the refolutions he had taken, thet

ghey might be imparted to Haroun, wullxg
co
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cpuld alone give the fecurity neceflary to put Hazous.

a final end t%) the affair. v v PmHegyu 126,
Fadhell, highly pleafed with the fuccefs Ch. zr.792.

of his negociation, difpatched a partloular The Cah}a

account of it to the Caliph. Haroun, who ftads to Jahia

was dely
with fol

affurances of

ghted to find the rebellion ended fagety for his-
ittle difficulty, and without blood- life and libery

thed, fent to Fadhell a wyiting under his™"

band, by

which he promifed, on his honour, '

that he would treat Jahia with all the re-
fpe due to his birth ; and that he would ne-
ver take the leaft ﬁep, in order to deprive
bim either of life or liberty; and left the
‘Alien fhould ftart a l?;Enew difficulty, on ac-

count of
fome of

fufpicions might entertaia of
his courtiers, he caufed the writipg

to be figned by the chiefs of the Abaffians,
and by all the grandees of the ftate.

‘This authentick obli amn was forthwith
fent to ]ahla Fadhell's envoy, who was
fo fuccelsful in the former part of the ne~
gociation, was appointed to complete it, and
fully anfwered the expeciations of his prin~
cipal. Jahia fecing the writing figned by
the Caliph’s own hand, and ﬁrcngthencd by
“the confent of the chief of the nobility,
made no further ohjeGtions on that head 3
but he was much at a lofs to know how ke
fhould get out of the hands.of the Aliens.
The meflenger alfo removed this difficuley,
and fo well contrived his meafures, that he
carried him out of Georgia, and not the leaft
fufpicion was entertained of his efcape.  He

condu&ed
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conducted him with all {peed to Chorafan,

Hegyra176. where Fadhell, at the head of his troops,

Ch. zr.792.

gave him a very honourable reception : and
after Jahia had refted a few days, he fet
out with the general for the court of Bagdat.

Hegyra177..  There he received from the Caliph all the
Ch. 2r.793- polite and civil treatment he could expect
Jahiacomes from a prince, who piqued himfelf on his

to the Caliph’s

court, and

noble and generous fentiments. ¢ Think

meets with a yourfelf at home, my lord,” faid he, * and
‘r’:;ypﬁt;..’f‘“’ be affured I would fhare my throne with

you, if it was in my power to do fo; I
defire you will live entirely after your own
‘manner ; you may vifit me if you think fit,
or you may decline it; I fhall in either cafe
be well pleafed, as I fhall be certain that
you do what is moftagreeable to you.” Ha-
roun then gave him a ftately apartment in
the palace ; appointed officers to attend him ;
in a word, he omitted nothing likely to pleafe
-a prince who had fo generoufly put himfelf
into his hands.

~ Jahia, full of fentiments of gratitude for-
fo kind a treatment, did not repent of the
ftep he had taken : on the contrary, he ra- .
tified in the Caliph’s prefence what he had
-promifed by the moutg of Fadhell, and be-
ing highly fatisfied that he had efcaped the
danger into which he would have been
drawn by the revolt of the Aliens, he fettled
at the court of Bagdat, where he enjoyed "a
tranquillity, which he was fenfible he could

' not have met with amongft rebels. :
: But

1
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. But thefe happy days were of no lang du- Hazous..
ration. . Haroun, either through his natural Hegyra 178,
inconftangy, or by the infligation of fome “™ = 79¢-
of his courtiers, changed his conduct to- He is affufii-
‘wards Jahis, Theugh he had no caufe to™%0 Srder
fear a tival who had taken refuge at his®
<court, and had given up all his- hopes and ‘
pretenfions for the fake .of peace, yet he
reflecied, that whilit he lived 3 party might
-arife in his.fivour; and might fet him on the
throne ; .he therefore .cruclly refolved to
anake away with that prince. = Fadhell, Gi-
affer, and the réfk df the Barmeeid®, de-
tefled the defign, and did-all in their power
1o prevent the Caliph from exeeuting it;
‘but their remenfirances were ineffeétyal, and
it was {foon known that the unhappy  Jahia
had been affaffinated. .-
. SuchoftheCaliph’s fubje@s as knew of the -
folemn -promifes he had made to that prince,
-ware filled with indignation at fo bafe an
aQion, which greatly fullied his charatter;
and it was long c'er they could recaver the
.confternation they had been thrown into by
~ fuch apidce of treachery.. - :

But by degrees the fatal i‘m‘prcﬁ'mns which
wete made on the Caliph’s {ubjects, by his
Jalfe and cruel behaviour, were diffipated :
plaufible reafons were invented to juftify
him : the adulation of his couttiers, the
.works of the men of letters. who were pro-
#ected ‘hy Harous, and above all; the zeal
he affeted to thew in the performance of ro-

Vou. 1L F ligious
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Haroux. ligious duties, all contributed to fet him
Hegyra179. right even in the opinion of thofe: who had
Ch.zr.795- appeared ‘to be the moft incenfed againft
" 7 him.
TheCaliph  In a fhort time "he performed an act, by
Baze 2 PIE%-which he regained the efteem of all his fub-
to Mecca.  jelts. He declared he would go on a pil-
‘grimage to Mecca; and he accordingly fet
out from Bagdat with all the outward ap-
pearances of the greateft devotion. He tra-
velled to that city on foot, and performed
at the Caabah all the ceremonies prefcribed
by Mahomet : from thence he went to Me~
‘dina, and having prayed at the prophet’s
tomb, he returned to Bagdat, having gained
in all places he went to, a great charalter
for his piety, fweetnefs of difpofition, and
love for the people. . ' '

Hegyra180.  On-his return to the capital he refumed

Ch.zr.796. his converfation with the learned ; and as
he gave them frefh marks of favour and pro-
tection, his praifes were celebrated by hifto-
rians, but more efpecially by the poets, who
loudly proclaimed the virtues and talents of
their benefactor ;- and it would have been
happy for him, if their elogies had. incited
‘him to gain the good qualities he wanted, or
had confirmed him in the practice of thofe
virtues he already pofiefied. :

Hegyra181.  But whilft they were thus applauding the

Ch. zr.797. candor; -equity, and integrity of that prince,

he, through' an oddity of difpofition, for
‘which' no plaufible reafon can be given,
: contradicted
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contradiGed all their praifes by the perpe- Haroux. -
tration of a fhameful deed, which was by Hegyra181.

fo much the more difhonourable, as it was
gremeditated; and the blow once ftruck,

¢ juftified the a&t with the utmoft obfti-
nacy, and would not fuffer any perfon to
tell him he had done amifs ; though, at the
fame time, he could not deny the injuftice
of his proceedings.

Ch. zr. 797.

This aét related to the illuftrious family Hifory ofhe
of :the Barmecidz. Though the Caliph had 3*™¢4=

the greateft obligations to that family, yet
he refolved to deftroy them, and that on a
very extraordinary account. This fact is a

int of fo much confequence in the life of

aroun, that it deferves to be fully explain- -

ed; I thall therefore thew, with all poflible
concifenefs, what the Barmecide were, and
by what ftrange fatality, ‘after having been
loaded with riches and honours, both by the
Ommiyans and Abaflians, they fuddenly
fell into difgrace and extreme wretchednefs.
In the clofe of Soliman’s reign, mention
hath been made of a prince named Giaffer,
iffued from the ancient kings of Perfia, who
having been forced to fly his country, came
with his family and fettled in that Caliph’s
dominions ; and an account hath been al-
ready given why he was firnamed Barmeki,

a name which defcended to all his pofterity, Ad

who were then called the Barmecida. -

vancement

of the Barme-

Giaffer was in the higheft degree of fa- cidz underthe..

vour with the Ommiyans. His children,
Fa2 who

mmiyans
and A 3
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who inherited his virtues and great capacity,

were alfo equally fortunate; and after hav-
ing filled the moft eminent pofts in' the time
pf the laft Caliphs of the houfe of Ommi-
yah, they kept thcnr footmg under the
Abaflians.

Jahia, one of Giaffer’s defcendants, was

chief of the family of the Barmecide in the
caliphate of Haroun When that prince
afcended the throne, he continued him in
the poft of vizir, which he had enjoyed un+
der the two- preceding Caliphs. Indepen-
dent of that minifter's fuperior merit, Ha-
roun had a particular reafan to "beftow his
favour on him. Jahia had prefided over
his education; he had infpired him with
tafte for literature; and to him the.Caliph -
was indebted for the progrefs he had madc
in the foiences, and for the wife regulations
which had been formed; in ordcr to bring
them into his territories.
- The children of that minifter appearod
with great reputation at the head of publick
affairs. Fadhell the eldeft, had & fhare in
the miniftry, and at the fame time was re-
puted to be the greateft general of the age.”

The fecand, named Giaffer, was eminent.
for his lave to the fciences, and was ef
teemed the moft elequent and pnlno wmcr
of his time. -

Mahomet and Mufa, wha were the two
youngeft, kept up the reputation of their fa-
mily, and filled with dignity fome of the chief
¢mploymcnts of the ftate. As



the ARABIANS. 69

Ag they wete born amidft greatnefs dnd Haroox.
opulence, Jahia their father had early taught Hegyia 181.
them to fet no farther value on riches, than - 5 797-
15 they would enable thern to reward virtue
and relieve the diftrefled.. * Be generous,” pdvice which
faid he often to them, ¢ be liberal of your Jahia gives to
fubftance to thofewho mefit your favours on b chidres-
account of their talents, their virtues, or
their misfortunes. Da not fear that your
metns will be diminithed by your bounty ;
for though you fhiould be deprived of your
fichés, by the permiflion of God, or the

- wickednel(s of man; tz_e good ufe you have
made of therh will afford you an inward

. éonfolation, and fuppott you in the day of
adverfity y butif you employ them in luxury
and riot, you mutft fooliflily #atter yourfelves
that you are abfolute propfictors of a blef-
fing, which is only lent yod to ufe for a time}
and the left of it will drive you to defpair.”

Thefe admirable’ maiims, ‘which were
n6t 6 much a leflon from Jahia as a true
piure of His owh iQions, made the deepeft
mapreflions upon the minds 6f his children.

Theéilf mertt iticeeated i proportion to their
years : théy Were foon capable of the highefk
laymedits, and the Caliph was very car-
to trift themi with the mianagement of
affiits; befots they had amained the agé of
tiantiood.  His great affetion for them
Tafted many years, daring which time thas
prince cotitinially heaped op them riches
aAd hosouts, -
o F 3 ‘Jahia
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Jahia having refigned the office of vizir,

Hegyra182. Giaffer, his fecond-fon, was appointed ta

Ch. zr. 798.

fucceed him ; but he found fuch charms in

Giafferrefigns 2 Private life, that he was foon induced ta
thevizirhipto lay down that poft, which he procured for

Fadhell his

his brother Fadhell, who maintained the
fame reputation as his father and brother
had acquired in that honourable ftation.
Giaffer having rid himfelf of the bur--
then of managing the affairs of the empire,
thought now of paffling his time with
chearfulnefs and e¢afe : the Caliph, who
alfo was the fame way inclined, became
more fond of his favourijte, infomuch that
he would never be without him, nor could
he tafte any pleafure, unlefs his dear Giaffer.

~ was a partaker of it.

The Caliph had an equal tendernefs for-
Abaffah, his own fifter: he took delight
each day in paffing fome hours with her;
but the great affeCtion he bore to his fa- -
vourite, made him regret that it was impof-
fible to have his company at the fame time ;
for the princefs lodged in a private part of
the palace near the Caliph’s wives, and no -
perfon could gain admjttance there. -

Haroun therefore refolved, that form and
cuftom fhould give place to the gratification
of his humour; and though it was.not very.
feemly to take his fifter from the company,
of her own fex, and accuftom her to the
fociety of men without a woman to- keep
pcg in countenance, he appointed an- apart-

SN ment
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ment for her in his own palace, and ordered, Haroun.

that for the future fhe thould conftantly eat Hegyra 182.

at his own table. Ch. wr. 768.
By this means Giaffer had frequent op-Giaffer falls

portunities of feeing an amiable princefs, on defperately in

whom he had often heard the Caliph beftow bafTah the Ca-

the greateft encomiums. He was enchanted Jiph’s fier.

with her noble air, and above all with her

wit, and the graces and charms of  her con-

verfation. Giaffer did not efcape the prin-

cefs’s obfervation; the foon diftinguithed him

above the other courtiers ; and they infenfi-

bly took a liking to each other. The free-

doms that are ufed at table, and the mirth

and chearfulnefs of the guefts, foon fur--

nithed Giaffer with an opportunity of dif-.

clofing his paffion, and of being convinced

that jt was notdifpleafing to her. The Ca- Hegyra13,.

liph foen difcovered their mutual inclina- Ch. zr. 8oo.

tions, and far from thewing any refentment.

on the difcovery, he feemed inclined to make

him completely happy, by giving him hopes

that Abaflah fhould be his wife.

- This was the height of Giaffer’s wifhes ; The Caliph
and the princefs on her part having readily 01‘:"{9"“ to
complied with her brother’s propofal, Ha- e batcon-
roun refolved to termipate that jmportant ditionally.
affgir with the utmoft expedition : but before
it was congcluded, he required of the two
lovers that they thould never fee each other
but in his prefence, and fhould live together
like brother and fifter, 'This condition was
propofed in the midft of a fplendid enter-

L ) } F 4 i tainment,
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Hegyra 185.
Ch. 2r. 8o1.
"They tranf-
grlelgthe law
impofed by
the Caliph.
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tainment, when the wime was far from be- -
ing forgot: the generality of the Sytian Ca-
liphs having made no fcruple of drinking
that liquor publickly and to excefs.

Giaffer and Abaflah  probably flattered
themfelves, that fo fingular a condition as
the Caliph had impofed on them, was rather’
an-effect of the fumes of liquor than of afiged’
refolution : they therefore promifed, and even
fwore: to obey Haroun’s orders, in hopes
that whén he came to refle& on fo ridicu~
lous a prohibjtion, he would be the fitft to
difpenfe with.the performance of it, '

The marriage was therefore celebrated on
that condition ; and Giaffer, who depended
upon feeing it foon ‘revoked, was greatly
amaged when the Caliph again told him he
muft not think of ufing the pretogatives of
a hufband with Abafiah, and threatened
him -even with death, if he {hould find his
orders not complied with.

. They were forced therefore to confent to
this rigorous prohibition; and indeed the
unhappy pair did not dare for a long time
to infringe the cruel law the Caliph' had.
impofed on them : but Abaflah having
fent to her hufband fome verfes,* in which

* The following is the purport of Abaflah’s verfes, ab

D’Herbelot relates them frbm Ben Abu Ajelah, an Arsbian

hiftorian :

. ¢ 1 did refolve to keep my flame s prifoner in my breaft
but fpight of me it has forced its way, and now teyeals igfd}t,
If yon do not yield to this declaration, miy kodefty w:ldrﬁ&
together with my fecret.  But if you rejed it, yop wi fave
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fhe, in a very ingenious manner, exprefled Haroun.
Ber ardent paffion; Giaffer anfwered her in Hegyra 185.
the fame ftrain, and they forgot the Calph’s Ch. =r. 8o1.

hibition. ' : ’

~"The cffes of their mutual commerce .

foon appeared, and they were forced to ufe’

every kind of artifice to prevent the prince

from difcoveting it. Abaflah fo managed
 her perfon, that fhe impofed on the Caliph,

and was delivered of a fon without its being

known at court. The child was imme-
diately carried to Mecca to be privately
brought up. '

The Caliph would ever have remained The Caliphis
i&norant of the event, if a2 bafe flave, whom informedofit.
1ey were obliged to entruft with the fecret,
had not revealed it : however, the Caliph
took no notice of the information he had -
received ; he delayed his vengeance till the
time he fhould go a journey to-Mecca, where .
he expected to meet with fuch information -
ds was neceflary to fet the matter in a clear
light, ' :

gWhen he arrived at that city he caufed a Hegyra 136.
ftri@ enquiry to be made, -and he found that Ch- zr. 8oz.
Giaffer %ﬂd a@ually fent thither his child
which was born of Abaflah, but he.could
not poffibly difcover:where the child was;
fot {6 foon as the Caliph fet out on his jour-
ey to Mecca, the infant was taken from

my life by your refufal : however it be, I am fure I fhall '
not die unrevenged, for my death will plaialy thew who was
wy murderer,”

thence ;
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Haroun.  thence; and not all his authority could pro-
Hegyra 186. . . .
Ch.ar. 80z, cure him the leaft intelligence to what place

it had been carried. :

He puts to Haroun was fo exafperated againft the un- |
and Ag‘frﬁf happy pair, that he refolved from that mo- "

and extermi- ment tq deftroy them, and at the fame time
mﬁ’d‘:” Bar- t5 put to death the whole race of the Bar-
T mecide. He began with Giaffer, whofe
head he ordered to be ftruck off: he then
fent orders to Bagdat, in confequence of

which the unfortunate Abaflah was put to

death on the fpot4. Jahia and his children

were caft into prifon, their eftates were con-

-fifcated,and all their relationg fhared the fame
fate ; they were feized in different provinces
of the empire, and for the moft part died

either a violent death, or in extreme want-

and mifery. .

Confiancy of T his terrible misfortune fet the courage and
shiamncer truly heroical conftancy of Jahia, that chief.

is misfor-
gunes, . . ‘ : s
’ + Some Arabian writers fay, that the unfortunate Abaffah
was thrown into 2 well. Abu Ajelah, an Arabian: author re-

lates, that the princefs was only banithed, gpd reduced to s

moft miferable condition. He tells ys, thas a lady of her ac-
quaintance having met her in the place of her exile, had a
coaverfation with her, it which Abaflzh calling to mind her
former grandeur, informed the lady fhe had once four hun-
dred flaves to wait on her, and that fhe was then in want of
every thing ; that fhe had nothing but two theep Tkins, one
of which ferved for a fhift, the other for a gown, bnt that the
did not repine at her fituation: that fhe attributed her mis-
fortunes to her want of gratitude for the bleflings of provi-
dence ; that fhe confefled her arime, and repented of. it, and'
was contented. The lady then made her a prefent of five

undred drachmas, with which fhe feemed as well pleafed as
if the had been reftored to her former rank, D’Herbelot
Bitliotheque orient. . * <

of

L
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of the Barmecide, in its true light.. This Haroux.
unfortunate old man gave proofs of it Hegyra 186.
(though he was loaded with chains) when- Ch. zr. 302.
ever he was vifited in prifon by any of his
friends: for though, after the manner of
courtiers, the moft part of them abandoned
him the moment bhe fell into difgrace, yet
there were a few who were fo generous as
not to defert him in his misfortunes; and

“who firove to arm him with patience to bear’
up againft the ills with which he was op-
prefied. ;
~ Jahia was thoroughly fenfible of the great
value of their friendfhip ; however, he con=
. vinced them that virtue had long put him
out of the reach of the ftrokes of fortune.
¢ Power and riches” faid he to them, ¢ are
" no more than loans, which fortune trufts to
man; we muft be contented with the ufe of
them for a feafon, She hath chofen us for
an example to fuch as fhall come after us,
that they may learn not tq be proud of her
gifts, but to make a prudent ufe of them.
God doth no wrong to man in withdrawing
the favours he hath in a plenteous manner
beftowed on him. He owed him nothing ;
he hath gratified him therewith according
to his'own appointed time: it is now his
Pleafure to confer then on others; it is our,
dyty to fubmit to his will. The wife man
ought not to covet riches, but he may re-
ceive them, in order to employ them for the
good of the ftate; and fhould enjoy the re-
i o fidue,
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fidue, only as a traveller enjoys his roft for a
night at his ifin on a journey.” :

Such were the fentiments of that adfm-
rable man in the height of his misfortunes.
He alfo endeavoured to comfort his children, .
who wete confined in the fame prifon with
him, . and who being of an agé to enjoy the
choweﬁ favours of foftune, were mofé de-
jected 4t the fatal change. “ How is it pof~

- fible,” faid one of his children to him one

dayy, * that having ferved God and the ftaté

. with the utmoft zeal and application ; having

loved to beftow favours on all men ; and
having doné nothing againft the Caliph for
which we can be juftly blamed, we fhould
yet be reduced to fo wretched a condition ¥
“ It 14 perhaps,” anfwered Jshia, ¢ the voice

~ of fomie diftrefled perfon; who hathi cried

aloud to heaven for vengeance againft us;
perhaps we have unwittingly heglected té ad~
minifter juftics to fome perfon under oppref-
fion = if the erime is mvoluntary, the divine
metcy will pardon us. ¢ Perhaps It 16 an ef-

e of his goodnefs, to thew us the inftabi-

lity of the goods of this world 3 he may be
pleafed to try our faith, to fee if we love hime
More thah ouifelves ; 'if we adore him in
profpetity, and in adverﬁtv “equally jufk i
all eonditions in which he thall place us, he
will obliterate all our faults, and makc us
worthy of him.” What could Jahia have
faid more; if he had been enlightcncd with

| tio truths of chriftianity ?

The
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- The unjuft and;uncammen apimofity of Hazous.
the Csliph againft the Barmecide, was nat Hegyra 186,
fatisfied with the long imprifonment he made & =~ 8o%
that venerable:old map fuffer ; he put an end Jah‘“ e
to his. misfortunes only by commanding him
1o be.put to death, -and the cruel order was
executed in prifon. They that undertoqk
to difpatch him," braught back to the Caliph
a paper, which they found fixed en the breaft .
of the pretended criminal ; on it was con- -
tained inhis own hand-writing, * The ac-
cufed is gono firft ;- the acenfer will foon. fol-
Jow hith; they muft bath appear before that -
tribunal where falfc pleas and illigit proceed~
ings will not avail.”. '

The inflexible . Hatoun was fomewhat
maved on reading the paper; he feemed to
be forry thathe had ated fo rigoronfly againft
a venerable perfon, to whofe charge he could
lay .00 crime; but this change was of no
fervice to the reft of the family of that un-
fortunate minifter ; pot one of them conld
ohtain a pardon, ar a reflitution of their
citates. and effeéts ; infomuych that fuch of
them as efeaped desth, were obliged, for the
maft part, to go. far from Bagdat, and nat
garinig to difcaver themielves in the places
where they took fhelter, were forced to fol-
low the meangft employments to get a live- .
lihood. '
. .Hareun carried his unjnﬂ: refcnt&mnt
_agamﬁ; that family {0 far, as to attem}?sl g;

aboil

\
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The Caliph
attempts to
abolith the

memory of

the Barmeci-

d=.
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‘abolifh the memory of them : but his pro-

hibitions againft fpeaking of them were long
in vain, and he could no otherwife impofe
filence on the people, than by proclaiming
that all fuch perfons as fhould prefume to
make the leaft mention of the Barmecide
fhould fuffer death. :
There was however an old'man, venera:
ble both on account of his virtues and ad-

Hecaufesan yanced age, who, through the affection, ref-

old man to
feized for

e

pe& and gratitude he bore to the memory
of the Barmecide, dared the Caliph’s pro~
‘hibition, and openly fpoke in their praife
without fearing his menaces. _
Mondir, for fo the old man was called,
ufed every day to take his ftand before one
of their chief houfes, and entertain the paf-
fengers with an account of the virtues, no-
ble actions, and generofity of the Barmecide,
and of the grea* fervices they had done the
ftate. The Caliph having been informed of
the old man’s boldnefs, caufed him to be
apprehended, and he was foon condemned
to die. Mondir reccived his fentence with
the greateft refolution, and afked no other
favour but that he might be permitted- ta
fpeak a few words to the Caliph before it was
Pput in execution. - ‘

Remonfran-  Haroun having confented, the old man
ceaof theold made him fo pathetick a fpeech, that the

nal.xtodlc
Caliph.

K;incc had not the power to interrupt him.
ondir reprefented, with equal warmth and
. : refpect,
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refpet, how greatly the muffulman ftate wab Haskovw. .-
indebted to the unfortunate Barmecide. Y ou Hegyra 186.
chofe them, O commander of the faithful,” Cb-= 802-
faid he; “ to govern the empire under your
authority ; you placed confidence in them ;

‘you yourfelf acknowledged their uncommon
merit, their zeal, their capacity. Honours and
favours wereabundantly beftowed on them be-
fore our eyes; you taught us to love and revere
them ; and can your people be calpable for-
entertaining fentiments, to which you your-
felf have given rife ? They hdve thewn them-
felves to be faithful fubjects, the fupport of
your throne, and beneficent to’ all fuch as
were indigent: or opprefled : how then can
we forget their benefits, their virtues, their
fervices ? You may filence the bafe and the
ungrateful ; but your power does not ex-
tend -to the emotions of ‘the heart, or the ~
fentiments of the mind: and I dare boldly
affert, that if you fhould attempt to conftrain
and fmother them by threats of punithment,
you would only add to their ftrength and vi-
gour ; and-the very ruins of the palace of the
Barmecidz would loudly proclaim their
praife, fthould we be fo ungrateful as to re-
‘main filent.” -
- This difcourfe made a very deep impref-
fion upon the Caliph; he even feemed to be
moved to compaffion : it was then hoped he
would have thewn a forrow for his conduét
towards the Barmecide; but that prince only
1 revoked
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Harour. . revoked the cruel fentance he had pafied on

Hegyra 186, Mondir, and fet him at liberty. :
T ¥ 5% The old man overjoyed, not fa much thag
he had efcaped with life, as that he had ap-

peafed the wrath of the Caliph againft an il-

" Juftrious family; which had been fo unjuftly
profcribed, feﬁ at his fegt to return him

thanks : when .he arofe .in order to depart,

he was amazed to fee the Caliph make him

a prefent : it was .a golden plate. Mondir,
when he received it, gave a frefh proof of
his invialable regard for the Barmecide: for
Joaking on Haroun’s munificence as a cer-

tain proof that he was nat difpleafed with

the commendations he, had beftowed on

that family, (hewing the prinee’s gift, he

cried out, ““ This is a pew favoyr 1 E,avc re-

ceived from the hands of the Barmecidz.” -

Arsbianav-  In vain thergfore did Hargun ftrive to ex-
thorseelebrate e minate the remembrance of, a family fo
theBame-  productive of eminent men, who had done
cidz. the maft impartant fervices to the ftate, The
wvoice of the peaple avenged them for -the

cruelty and injufhice of the prince.  Authors,

on their part, as wel]l poets as hiftosians,

loudly celebrate their praife; and it has been

obferved, that there never was either pringe

or fultan amongft the Apabigns, who em-

loyed the pens of fo many writers as . the

Barmecide,  The- beneficent chara@er of

that family, is perfectly well exprefled in

the Arabian -verfes cited by El Makin.

S o ¢ Children
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t¢ Children of Barmeki,” faid the poét, Harobx.
® what great good ye did in this world, Hegyra 186.
and what great good ye would ftill have <™ = 8o
done! The earth, which was heretofore
your fpoufe, is now become your widow.”

Arabian authors agree in general, that the Different opls
difaftrous fate of the Barmecide was owing nions con-
to a difguft taken by Haroun to fome act of qufe o the
Giaffer, the fon of Jahia; but they difagree ruin of the
as to the particular caufe of the Caliph’s re. Barmecids:
fentment againft his favourite. Some fay. -
it was for not duly complying with the con-
dition which was prefcribed on his marriage
with Abaflah. Others aflert, that Haroun
having refolved to put to death Jahia, prince
of the Aliens, he charged Giaffer with that
commiffion, who refufed to imbrue his hands -
in the blood of an innocent man; and
therefore the Caliph caufed his head to be
cut off, and deprived the whole family of
his favour. And others again relate, that
the ruin of the Barmecide was owing to the
jealoufy which the Caliph entertained of their"
immenfe riches. That prince being on a
progrefs in fome of the provinces of his do-
minions, faw in feveral places lands and
magnificent caftles, which they told him
belonged to Giaffer ; and unluckily for the
favourite it happened, that when the Ca-
liph afked who was the proprietor of the
greateft part of the caftles which ftood-at a
confiderable diftance the one from the other,
the anfwer was ftill, Giaffer.. ,

Vor,/IIL G Thefe
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Haroun. Thefe immenfe riches, added to the con

Hegyra186. fiderable eftates, of which the relations ¢

Ch.ar. 802 that favourite were in poffeffion, gave rif
fome authors fay, to fufpicions and feas
in Haroun’s breaft; and he refolved forth
with to deftroy fo powerful a family, t
prevent the mifchiefs they might be able t
do him.

Thefe are the fentxments of the fever:
authors' who have mentioned the fall of tt
Barmecide. I.have followed . that opinio
which. feemed to be the beft founded ; by
what choice foever had been made among
the feveral opinions, they all.tend to ful
the chara&er of Haroun, and to fthew, :
has been already obferved, that if, on forr
accounts, he deferved the firname of-Judg
or Lover of Juftice, in other parts of b
conduét he was far from meriting a title :
glorious to a fovereign. I fhall.now refun
the thread of the hiftory of that Calip.
which I was forced to break, that all I h:
to fay of the Barmecide might be relat
without interruption. -

Haroun &i-  Whilft the Caliph was employed in fran

vides the em- ing wife and falutary orders and regulatio

f::ccﬂ,';ﬁﬁ“ in the ftate, he refolved to divide his dom
nions amongft his children, and to entail t]
Caliphate upon them. fucccﬂively, but }
prudence failed him in taking ~this fie
" which was fo likely to produce, and actual
did caufe, - great feuds and animofiti
amongft them.

- Harot
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Haroun had three fons, the eldeft of Haxotw.
which was: called Amin, the fecond Ma- Hegyra 146.
mon, and the third Motaflem ; the eldeft Ch &, Son
was to have Chaldea, the three -Arabias,
Aflyria, Mefopotamia, Media, Syrid, Pa«
leftine, Egypt, and all Africa as far as the

ecean. .

" To the fecond he appointed Perfia, the
Indies, Chorafan, Tabereftan, Zabul, Cha-
bul, and Maweralnaher, a country beyond
the river Oxus.

Motaflem, who was the youngcﬂt had,
for his fhare, Armenia, Natolia, Georgia,
Circaffia, and all the country above and
round about the Euxine fea.

Haroun caufed all his childrento confcm:
to this partition; and it.was afterwards con-
firmed by the grandees of the ftate, who
took an oath for the due performance of it.
He then went to- Mecca, and ordered letters
patents to be prepared, -containing:an ac-
count ofthe divifion of his territories, which
were publickly proclaimed at the gate of
the Caabah, and afterwards fixed on the
door of the temple of Mecca. -

But it is neceflary to be obferved that the
territories fo allotted were not.to be held by
thofe to whom they were given as indepen-
dent fovereignties : the inveftiture .of them
was "to. .be g'ranted by- the Calxph, as lord
paramount

:Baroun being netumed to Bagdat re- Hegyra 187.
eewpd inteligence -of - the revolutions wl;:cg Ch. zr. $03.

G 2 a
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Harous. -hadhappened in the Grecian em,
H¢gyra 187 had been depofed ; .and Nicep.

of

vire. Iréne

horus hav~

83:ing attained. the throne; was taking pro-
The Greeks per meafures to fecure the pofleflion of it.
obuin a pro- He wrote a very pathetical letter to the Ca-

longation of

the truce.

liph, onthe:advantages they thould recipro-.
cally find in fparing the blood of their fub-
je&s.  He defired Harona to continue the
truce he had formerly granted to the emprefs
Irene, and he promifed punctually to per-
form the  conditions on which fhe obtained
1t B ‘ : -
The Caliph, who was well pleafed to find
the. new -emperor become his tributary,

without expofing the-lives of his fuhjeéts,

complied with Nicephorus’s requeft; andin

- a fhort time departed from Bagdat to g0 and

They make
an irruption
on the muf-

+ {ulman terri-

tories.

fpend the wintet at Jerufalem.

That winter proving extremely . fevere,
Nicephorus fuppofed the ice would prevent
the Caliph‘from fending-out- troops againft
him; and that he mightitdke ‘advantage of

the feafon fo attack -the muffulman territo--
ries, which were bordering on his dominions,:
he actually fent out a:body of troops to.

their frontiers, who put all to fire and fword,
and returned with a confiderable booty. :
. At the time Nicephorus. made the irrup-

tion, he.commanded his embaflador to pre-.
fent to..the Caliph feveral fwords richly or--

namented, and of excellent temper, mean-~
ing to let thHat- prince know-that for the fu-

ture he mutt:pot- cxpeé’c to fcec:wd the fipu-:

“ lated
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lated tribute; -and-that inftead - of money, Harovx. -
he had nothmg to fend -him' bat weapons, £ Hegyra 187.
It is faid the Caliph anfwered this bravado ™™ %3
by a feat of -ftrength, 4t which all'the bye~ ... . .-
ftanders’ were - aftonithed :- he ‘caufed -the . ..
fwordsi to be fixed together -and’ftuck intd
the ground;” and then cut them all afuhder
with one blow of his cymeter.

But {ofoon as he received intelligence that'The Mufful-
the emperor was not only refolved “to with- ;‘;&s‘“‘k‘ re-
hold - the tribute, but had alfo ravaged the
frontiers: of his ‘dominiens, he could not
contain his refentment; and fo -foon as the
feafon:. permitted, he caufed a formidablé
army to -march into Greece, who laid wafte
Bzotia, Romama, and the neighbouring
provinces. - Wheréfoéver the tioops came,
they left"fearful marks of blood and fire.
They alfo took an immenfe booty, and res
turried to the muflulman dominions with an
infinite number of pr;foncrs, whom they
carried into flavery. .

Whiltt the land forces were making an
inroad upon the provinces of the Grecian
emperor, Haroun fent out a large fleet,
which ‘made a defcent on Cyprus, and
ruined the whole ifland. They were pre-
paring to deal in like manner with the ifle
of Rhodes; but luckily for the Greeks, the
elements feemed to declare againft the Sa-
racens. A terrible tempeft arofe," which de-
ftroyed part of their fﬁxps ; the  remainder
of thexr fleet took fhelter in different ports,

G 3 where
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where they waited till the weather fhould bd
fit for them:to_put %o fea.

Nicephorus Ttill continuing his outrages

They ol;?;uon the Mufflulmen, the Cahph returnéd thd

th:&oéymks

Hegyra 189'
Ch, =r, 805.

He 190.
Chg][a:ra 806,

"The Greeks
break again
with the Ca-
liph,

next year upon the Grecian territories, and
begas to plunder-in like mariner. 2 he had
done. the preceding. year, | ‘The emperop
went in perfon at ie head of his troops to
oppofe - Haroun, and offered him battle ;
the ¢yent of which was very unfortunate to
the Greeks: they were totally defeated; and
Nicephorus had no other méans to.prevent
the Caliph from pufhing his advantages, bot
to fue for peace, and fubmit to pay the tri«
bute, from the payment of which he would
gladly. have exempted himfelf. .

This; new. truce was of fome’ confiderable
duration; during which, Haroun made pre-
paranons for marching into Perfia, where
fome commotions had. drifeny which threat-
ened an approaching revolt. The fadfe Ni- .
cephorus, tho’ always beaten by the Caliph,
refolved once mare t0 take up arms againft
him ; butconcealed his defign till that prince
had begun his march for Perfia.

He was no fooner informed of Haroun s
departure for that expedition, than he took
the field and ravaged fome of the muflulman
provinces. TheCaliph, enraged to the laftde-
gree againft aprineé who paid folittle regard
to the faith of treaties, laid afide his march
into Perfia; and adding new troops to thofe
he had appointcd for that defign, he formed

. a

ol
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4 body of neir three hundred thoufand men, Hazouw.
and hdvanced at the head of his numerous Hegyra 190.
té the Grecian frontiers. Ch. zr. 806.

’I%ns ‘cAmpaign- was hotter than any of

thofe he had already made againft the

: Grbeks he fully revenged himfelf on the

emperor, by burning all the towns he made

himfelf mafter of, and putting all the inha-

bitants to the fword. He vented his chief

rige on Heraclea, and the neighbouring

cities; which he totally deﬁroyed and when

the Grecian emperor again fubmitted to
make propofals for 4 peace, the Caliph con- They obtain -

fented, but he required an augmentation of Peaccoatiand-

thie tribute ; and moteover obliged him to T e o

take dn oath that he would not rebuild the mer. )

towns which the Muffiilmen had demolith-

ed, and that he would leave the other places

in the condition they then were in, without

raifing any fortifications for their defence.
Peace having been made on thefe condi- C;‘Z: ;g;

tions, the Caliph withdrew his troops ; and

having fuffered themn to remain fome time -

in quarters of refrefhment, he marched into The Caliph

marches into :
Peifia on the enterprize which he had been parches: -

obliged to fufpend the former year, on ac-
count of the war with the Greeks.

The troubles which had arifen in Perfia, -
were occafioned by fome difputes touching
religion. ‘The Zendians (fectaries who
have been already mentioned) had gained
4 great numbér of followers. As their te-
nets tcnded to ‘the deftru&ion of the pro-

G 4 phet's
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- phet’s doCrine, the Caliph at firft refolved te

fend out forces to fubdue them, and bring
them to an uniformity of faith: but re-
fleCting that men are not formed to think
alike, and efpecially in matters of religion,
and that mucﬁ blood mutt be fpilled in fuch
an attempt, he determined to give them full
liberty of confcience, with this exception,

-that he would feverely punifh all fuch feGta~

ries as fhould make ufe of religion as a.pre-
tence for infringing the laws, or dxﬁl.rbmg
the peace of the ftate.

The Caliph’s prefence awed the rioters,
and foon reftored quiet in Perfia. He con-
tinued there fome time to fee the effe& of
the remedies he had applied to put an end’
to the difturbance ; and finding them effec-
tual, he departed from that country, and
went to the city of Raccah in Mefopotamia,
where he fixed his abode.

Soon after his arrival there he was feized
with a great dejection of {pirits, and was

wpon to be an filled with apprehenfions that he fhould be

omen of his
- death,

attacked by fome dangerous diftemper :
his melancholy arofe from a dream. He

- thought he faw an arm ftretched out over

his head, and that the hand was filled with
red earth ; and that he, at the fame time,
heard a voice diftinctly pronounce thefe-
words ; ¢ This is the earth which is to co-
ver the dead body of Haroun.” That a fe-
cond voice immediately faid, < Where is he
to be buried ?” And that the firft voice re-
3 pllcd
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. plied, At Thous.” - The Caliph awaked Haroux.
in the greateft terror ; and the reflections he egyma 1g2.
made on his dream ﬁlled him Wlth the ut- Ch- - 8o.
moft difquietude. ‘
"His . phyfictan ftrove: to dxfpcl his melan-
.chol apprehenfions ; he affured him that
his dxfordcr would ‘eafily be- cured by a free
ufe of -diverfions : that his.dream arofe only
from indigeftion ; that it was no more than
a chimera of the mind ;. that time. alone =~
"wauld produce. a cure ; and that he fhould .
only prefcribe to him as an effe¢tualremedy, -
- plealures and-a moderate apphcatlon to bu-
finefs.
The Caliph followcd this prefcrlpnon 3 A revolt in
- and the- fatal impreffions made by his dream Samarcand.
were infenfibly diffipated ; befides, fome af- ,
fairs of importance happened, which. di-
verted his gloomy ideas. A revolt happen-
ed in.Samarcand, and alfo in fome of the
provinces lying beyond the Oxus. The
ringleader of thefe infurrections was a cap-
tain,. named Raphius ebn Lith, a man very
formidable for his bravery and artful con-.
dudt. |
The news aof this revolt caufed a great’
hurry at the Caliph’s court. Haroun fent
his principal officers to Raccah, with orders:
fpeedily to levy a confiderable body of forces;:
with whom he intended to march in perfon,
in order to ftop the progrefs of the rebels.
So foon as the troops were aflembled, he Hegyra 193
dqmrted and went by long marches to Geor- Ch. ar. 8og:

gia,
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Haroun. -~ gia, 'where hé thouglit proper to hilt'on a
Hegyra193. count of an imdifpofition which appeared
Ch.-2r-8%9- e o be trifling : but having refumed h
march, after fome days reft, he went t
wards Chorafin; on his arrival there 1
found himfelf fo weak that he was oblige
to ftop again, and refolved not to depa
thence till he fhould be perfeftly rec
yveréd. -
The Caliph is - The Caliph havirig atked the name of tt
o e place where he was, : no fooner heard it w:
called Thous, than the melancholy ide:
which had diftiarbed him the preceding. yea
returned with redoubled force to his mind
he was filled with fearful apprehenfions ¢
his approaching end, and turning t6 h
phyfician, he faid to him with great emic
tion, ¢ Doft thou remember what I tol
thee at Raccali touching my dreamn ? w
are now at Thous, where I am to be bu
ried,” He then ordered Mefrour; one ¢
his favourite flaves, to go and take up a:
handful of earth fomewhere néar the city
and bring it to him. .
Mefrour did as he was commanded, an«
feon returned to the Caliph. That princ
feeing him with his arm bare, and holdiny
an handful of earth of a reddith colour, im:
mediately cried out, «“ Alas! that is the arm
that is the carth 'F faw in my dream;” dnc
fuddénly his fpirits were affected to fo great <
. degree, that his indifpofition was *greatly
: heightened. “None of the medicines they
- ' applied
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applied afforded him any relief ; infomuch, Harovs.
tgat having languithed a fewdays, hediedand Hegyra 143,
was buried at Thous. This prince was then © = 8o
forty-feven years old, and had reigned about Haroun’s
twenty-three years. He confirmed by higdeath-
Lift will the partition he had made of his
territories amongft his children, and thereby
directed they fhould fucceflively enjoy the
€aliphate. : \
. It is faid that he made fuch a difpofition Friendthip
in imitationy of Charlemain, king of France, mf“m‘g"
and eniperor of the Weft, who, in'a gene~Charlemain.-
ral affembly of the nobles at Thionville,
had fhared his dominions amongft his three .
children, in hopes thereby to eftablith a
hfting peace amongft them. The great
character that prince had gained, as well
on account of his exploits as of his love -
for letters, was carried to the utmoft bor-
ders of the earth ; and Haroun, who had
the fame kind of inclinations, contratted a
friendfhip for him, and was pleafed to take
¥im as a model in moft of the regulations
ke made to reform his people, and eftablifh
order in his dominions. '

Thofe two’ princes fent embaffadors to
¢ach other, together with mutual prefents
worthy fovereigns fo rich and powerful.
Such of the weftern kwriters as make men-
tion of their union, call the Caliph Aaron
inftead of Haroun (which fignifies the fame
" in Arabic) and call him king of Perfia.

A
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- A’ modern author * gives ‘the following ae~

count of the prefents which the Caliph fent

to Charlemain.
¢« About the fame time (the year of

. Chrift 805) came embafladors from Aaron

king of Perfia, who fent coftly prefents. to
the emperor: befides the perfumes, rich
ftuffs, balms, and aromatick wood, were
two very remarkable pieces; the firft was a

- tent” of prodigious heighth, containing all

the rooms neceflary to form a complete
apartment. They were difpofed according
to the manner of the orientals,and lined with
the richeft filks of Perfia. At the end of a
noble porch, fupported by columns inlaid
with plates of gold and filver, a throne was
erected, covered with gold and diamonds in-
termixed, which gave a dazzling luftre s
the other was a water-clock 4 of very un-
common mechanifm, confidering thie age ;
it was of brafs, and ftruck the hours.
<« The king of Perfia,” continues the
fame author, < made the emperor another
prefent, which was much more efteemed by
him ; namely, the property of the holy
laces, which Aaron offItJ:red to that prince.

' Thc gift was joyfully accepted; and perhaps

from thencefome authors have faid that Char-

~'* Father Barre in his General Hiftory of Germany, Val. IL
page 490-

+ Du Cange in his annals fays, that the clock, which was
of brafs, thewed the hours by the fall of balls of metal on the

‘bell, and by the figures of knights, which opened and fhut
. doors according to the number of hours.

lemain
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Jemain conquered the Holy Land ; it was, in Awur.
effet, a conqueft which his reputation alone Hegyra 193
had gained him ; and it contributes more Ch. . 80g. ~
to his glory, that he acquired the city of Je-
rufalem by fuch means, than if he had fub-
dued it by force of arms.

Authors are all agreed in their defcrip- Haroun’s
tion of Haroun’s perfon. They reprefent 230
him to be tall of ftature, of a robuft make,
and of an open and majeftick counte-

.nance. As to his charater, they look on
him to be one of the braveft captains of
the age. He was generous in his expen-
ces, and above all very liberal to the poor,.
on whom he - daily beftowed one hun-
dred drachmas of filver. He had alfo a°
remarkable tafte for the fciences; he pro-
teGted learned men, and loved their conver--.
fation. Poets alfo met with a favourable
reception at court ; but as he was himfelf a
connoifleur in poetry, and alfo a poet, he’
knew how to judge of their performances,
and received “only fuch as dcfcrvcd the
bays.

A M I N.
The TWENTY-FIFTH CALIPH. .
HE pext day after- Haroun’s death,
Al-Amin, or Amin ‘his cldef’c fon ’
was- proclaimed Caliph at Thous. * This

pnncc was then-at Bagdat; -where he at the -
fame
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Awmix. -fame time received an account of his fae
Hegyra 193. ther’s death, and his own inftallation.

Ch.ar.89.  His true name was Mohammed. Ha-
roun thought fit to give him another, and
would have him called AI—Amm, which
means The Faithful. It is not faid why
the Caliph called him fo; nor doés hiftory
afford the leaft paffage to thew he deferved

name.
Amin refufes  On the contrary, it will a%pcar from his
fogucente s actions that he was remarkably unfaithful,

and of this he gave a proof the moment he
afcended the throne. Haroun by his will
devifed the erown to his three fons fuccef-
fively ; and moreavet, he thereby bequeath~
ed all the furniture in the imperial palace
to Mamon his fecond fon, to'whem he alfo.
gave the abfolute property of the govern-
ment of Chorafan, (of which Haroun had
put him in pofleffian,) and dire&ed, that all
the troops which were then in that province,
thould belong to Mamaon, and be made ufe
of by him to {ubdue the rebels who had
arifen in Chorafan and Samarcand.” Thefe
difpofitions were made by the late Caliph in
his will, which he ratified gt his death, and
which had been previoufly confirmed by the
grandees of the ftate, and, in particular, af-
fented to by Amin himfelf.

But the Caliph was no fooner in pofleffion
of the crown, than he refolved he would not
perform one article of his father's will. He.
forthwith commanded all the troops that

were
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were in Chorafan to return to Bagdat, that Aux.

his brother might be deprived of the mcansHesyra 193.
of oppofing the fteps he was about to take i = 829
to his prejudice.

It is afferted that Amin did not form this The Caliph
defign himfelf : he was too fond of plea~ addiftshimfelf
fure to think of his affairs ; he paffed all his *P="**
time in diverfions, and could not bear any
thing that required the leaft- application.

This difpofition appeared in his moft early
youth. Haroun, who was. a great lover of
the {ciences, had endeavoured to inftill the
fame inclinations into his children: Amin
was-the only one that ‘difappointed his fa-
ther’s. wifhes; he' abfolutely refufed to ftudy,
and all the benefit he reaped from his edu-
cation was, that he wrote verfes tolerably
well, which was then no very great accom-
plithment, poetry being, as it were, the na~
tural idiom of the country. Amin employ~
ed that. talent in chanting forth his love of
eafe and his amours ; and when the late Ca-
liphattemptedto pmvaxl on himonly to perufe
a curious work then publithed, the young
prmce wrote upon it two Arabian verfes, the
meaning of which was, I am wholly taken
up- with my amours; look for fome other
perfon to ftudy ; and he forthwith returned
the book to hus father.

- This unhappy inclination to frivolous plea- He gives up
fures and vain amufements, encreafed with *’?;‘}“;d a
his years, and attended him even upon the. his visir,
throne ; infomuch, that to avoid interrups
e e tion
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Auiv. . “tlon’in the gratification of them, he gave up-

Hegyra193. the whole. government of the ftate to a fa-"

Ch. =r.809: 1 ous Muflulman. named Fadel ebn Rabie,.
whom he appointed his chief vizir. _
That miniter 1 Pat minifter had all the qualifications
. fets theCaliph neceflary for the difcharge of fo important,
and Mamon ~ and at the fame timefotroublefome an office;
“%¢  but he was unfortunately at variance with
Mamon,  the-Caliph’s brother. He was no
fooner matfter of fovereign power, than he
impofed on the Caliph’s indolence, and in-
his name took the moft violent fteps againft-
Mamon, without reflecting that the animo-
fities he caufed between the two brothers
would inevitably raife great difturbances,:
which might: bring the ftate to the very:
brink of deftruction.
- It was through the infligations of F adel,
-that the new Caliph fent orders to withdraw
the troops from Chorafan; and at the fame:
time caufed his brother to be informed, that
as to the furniture and money at Bagdat, he

had occafion to. apply them to other-ufes

than thofe mentioned in his father’s will, and:
therefore it would be prudent in him to nge
them up. ,
- Mamon was arnazed at a ﬁep which gave
him reafon to apprehend worfe treatment
for the future ; however, he refolved to dif«
femble : he made not the leaft complaint of
the injury done him, in taking awjy effe@ts
. he was entitled to under his father’s will 5
he alfo. fent back the trogps. te.Bagdat, ac-
Lo cording
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~cording to the order, referving only a fuffi- A,
cient body to awe the rebels, whowere ftill in Hegyra 193.
arms in many parts of his government. » & 805

He even did more: he ufed his utmoft
endeavours. to caufe his brother to be pro-
claimed "Caliph throughout Chorafan, and
took all poffible meafures to maintain the
people in a ftate of union, peace, and ober
dience. .

But Fadel, whofc rage increafed in pro-
portion to the prince’s patience, at laft ftruck
a blow which brought on Amin’s ruin. He
exaggerated to the Caliph the affection which
the people bore to.his brother, and infufed
into his mafter a belief that they were {0 im:-
patient to fee Mamon on the throne,: ac-
cording to the diretions of his father’s will,
that it was greatly to be feared they would
break out into open rebellion, and endea-
vour to deprive the Caliph of life, in order
to place the crown on Mamon’s head.

To prevent fo fatal a misfortune, Fadel Amin caufes
advifed the Caliph of his own authority to b fon.to be.
annul his father s will, and dcpnve his bro- his E.mfror
ther of all hopes of attaining the Caliphate :
to this end he prefled him to caufe his fon
to be recognized as his immediate fucceffor,
and affured him, that this ftep once taken
Mamon would be no longer formidable. - .

Amin, a weak prinee, “who chofe rather Hegyra 194.
to truft implicitly to his minifter, than take — * Sie.
the pains of examining any meafures that
were propofed to him, refolved to comply-

Vor. III. H with i
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withFadel’s advice, and accordingly the vizir
prepared to carry his defign into execution.
It was a cuftom amongft the Arabians,

_for the Imam in the publick prayers on Fri-
-day to name the Caliph, and next to him his
prefumptive heir, or immediate fucceflor,

and - till that time Mamon had been men-
tioned next after the Caliph. Fadel caufed
Mamon’s name to be omitted, and fubfti-
tuted to it that of the fon of Amin, who
was then but a child; he gave him the fir-
name of Nathek-Belhak, which fignifies,
Arguing according to God and the Truth.

. This degradation of Mamon did not make
much noife at Bagdat: Fadel’s friends and
creatures were there; fuch as did. not love
him were afraid of his refentment, and
therefore dared not oppofe the change, fo
that. the leaft difturbance did not happen.
Some merry wags indeed thought fit to

change the firname given to Amin’s fon into

- that of Natha-Billah, that is to fay; He

He deprives
Motaffem of
the govern-
ment of Me-
fopotamia.

who by the grace of God has juft begun

:to fpeak.

Fadel, not: fatisfied with depriving Ma-
mon of his juft right, alfo vented his fury
on Motaflem, the Caliph’s youngeft brother :
he deprived him of the government of Me-
fopotamia, and at the fame time prevailed
on the Caliph to write to Mamon, and or-

~ der him torcome inftantly to Bagdat : but

the prince; enraged to receive {fo many inju- -

...; | Eies on the back of one another, loft all pa~

2 tience ;



tience ; and far from going to Bagdat ace Au.
cording to the fummons, he fent back word Hegyra 194
to his brother, that Harounhis father, having Ch. ar. 810,
intrufted him with the government of Cho-

rafan, he could by no means abfent himfelf

from his command, without leaving it at the

mercy of the rebels who were kept in awe

by his prefence. : _

In a fhort time Mamon fuppreflfed the Mamon open-
poft, and put a flop to all communication J retks with
between Bagdat and Chorafan ; and imme~  ©-
diately after this open rupture, he took a
ftep which plainly fhewed it would be im«
poffible to effe@ a reconciliation, and that
the difpuge. could only be ended by the de-
ftruction of one of the two competitors. He
caufed the name of Amin to be erafed from
the publick coin, and his own name to be
put in its ftead. This attack upon the rights
of the fovereign gave room for maxx reflec-
tions, and it foon appeared he had then but
one ftep to take, in order openly to place the
crown on his own head.

How bold foever this conduct of Mamon g i; betoyed
might be, yet not a perfon in Chorafan oppo- by the people.
fed or even cenfared it. Hewas adored by all
the people under his command, whofe hap-
pinefs he made it his chief care to promote ;
and they were enraged to fee the Caliph act fo
bafely and cruelly towards a brother, who
was at the fame time e¢ndeavouring to
promote and eftablith his intereft in that
province, So foon, therefore, as he had: ‘. .

H2 openly. -
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openly declared himfelf, they feemed una-
nimoufly inclined to fupport him, and even
gave him to underftand, that the whole pro-
vince was ready to take up arms in his be~
half the moment he fhould iffue his orders
for that purpofe.

Mamon was the better pleafed to find the
people fo ftrongly inclined to his intereft, as
he had foon occafion of their affiftance to
oppofe his brother Amin. -This prince, who
was doubly enraged, both becaufe he could
not get Mamon into his power, and alfo on
account of the infult committed by him, in
fupprefling the coin ftruck in his name, -de-
clared open war agamﬂ: him, and caufed an
army of fixty thoufand men to march to-
wards Chorafan, under the command of
Ali-ben-Iffa.

- Mamon having foon reccxved intelligence
of the march of thefe troops, availed him-
felf of the affe&ions of the people in raifing
an army capable of making head againft his
brother’s forces; but having advifed with a
famous captain named Thaher, and whom
he propofed to truft with the command -of
his army, touching the future operations of
the campaign, that general advifed him not
to rely on the numbers but the goodnefs of
his foldiers ; and he affured Mamon, thatif
he would intirely leave the matter to him, he
would with only four thoufand chofen troops

it,
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it, as to leave it in a fituation very little dif- Am. .
ferent from a defeat. : Hegyra 195.
-Mamon, who knew Thaher to be one of < = 811- -
the greateft captains of the age, gave him
difcretional orders. ‘The general having
made choice of the four thoufand men, put .
himfelf at their head, and advanced with all
expedition towards the town of Rei, about
which he knew Iffa had pitched his camp,
He came in fight of that general at about
ten leagues diftance from the city, and boldly
marched up to him in order of battle.
Iffa feeing him appear with.fuch a hand-
ful of troops, thought he need not give him~
felf much trouble about them: he did not
even condefcend to anfwer the challenge on
the fpot, reckoning that he could .at any
fime reduce {o trifling a detachment; and
full of this opinion, he made ufe’of no pre-
cautions : he wafted his moments in walking
over his camp, and vifiting the pofts, and
from time to time made merry with his offi-
cers at the expence of Thaher, for having
fo audacioufly appeared with fo fmall a body
of men in prefence of fo numerous an army.
- But Ifla did not confider, that Thaher’s 1, the Ca-
detachment was compofed of refolute men, [iphs general,
capable of the boldeft enterprizes; and”
that although he had poffibly no reafon
to be apprehenfive of an immediate attack,
yet he might be over-reached by a furprize;
and fo it attually fell out. Iffa going fre-
quently from one of his pofts.to another, very
' : H 3 flightly
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- flightly guarded, one of Thaher’s foldiers

named Dadon, and firnamed Siah, becaufe
he was a black man, prevailed on fome of
his comrades to affift him in a bold defign
he had formed to feize that general’s perfon.
Dadon and his companions having found
means to get into a hollow way covered with
buthes, approached the enemy’s camp, and
the general pafling by, Dadon ruthed out on
him, and unhorfed him before any proper
relief could come. In this extremity Iffa
declared who he was, expecting that the
foldier ‘would. have given him quarter, in
hopes of a confiderable ranfom ; but Dadon
was deaf to his propofal, and cutting off his
head with one blow of his cymeter, he car-
ried it to his general. -

This event fpread fuch an alarm amongft
the Caliph’s troops, that they for the moft
part quitted their colours, and refufed to
fight with fuch defperate enemies : the offi~
cers vainly ftrove to recover them from this
panick, but they would not liften to their
remonftrances, and retired precipitately.

Thaher, delighted that he had gained fo
eafy a victory, immediately difpatched a cou-
rier to Mamon, with anaccount of that im-

rtant event, and he at the fame time fent

im the head of the enemy’s general ; and
veturning fhortly with his detachment to
Chorafan, he aflured Mamon he might bold-
ly undeérrgke any.thing agaiaft fuch a prince
25 Amin, whofe- indolence and cowardice
S S feemed
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feemed to have infeCted his foldiers, and Aun.
even his very generals. | '

Mamon nowthought it high time to throw Hegyra 196.
off all referve; and he from thenceforth © =812
toak a refolution of caufing himfelf to be Mamon is
proclaimed Caliph.  His intentions were no g
fooner publickly known, than the people
unanimoufly intreated that prince no longer
to delay taking pofifeflion of a crown, which
his brother was unworthy to wear. Mamon

ielded to their intreaties, and was acknow-
fedged Caliph in all the places under his go-
vernment.

The news of this revolution put the whole The Caliph i
court of Bagdat in motion. Amin was the pismisfortune.
only perfon who feemed unmoved at it, and
thewed the fame indifference at the news, as
he made appear at the time he was informed
of the death of his general and the diffipa-
tion of his troops : for an author relates, that
when the Caliph heard of that defeat, he
was taking the diverfion of fifhing with one
of his favourites named Kouter, and that he
an{wered to the meflenger who brought the
news, *“ Ah! why do you come to difturb
me? Kouter has caught two fine fithes fince
we have been here, and I have not yet been
able to catch one.”

Even the proclamation of his brother was
not able to wean him from his amufements,

. infomuch, that the indifference he*fhewed at
that occurrence drew on him the ‘contcmrt
and -indignatien- of his fubjells-in general :
D H 4 nor
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nor was their refentment lefs againft Fadel
the firft minifter, who by impofing on that
weak and indolent prince, had blown up the
coals of difcord, which were like to confume-

- the whole muffulman ftate, only to gratify

Mamoncaufes
two armies to
take different
routes.

The armies
join and take
Hamadan.

the private pique and malice which that vizir
had conceived againft Mamon.

The Caliph being therefore unable to do
any thing of himfelf, Fadel caufed troops to
be raifed, and propofed to march into Cho-
rafan to prevent Mamon from eftablifhing his
authority ; but as it was too late to think of
attacking him, it was now abfolutely necef~
fary for him to take meafures to defend him-
felf ; for fo foon as the people had taken the
oaih of allegiance to Mamon, he caufed two
armies to take the field, the one of them
commanded by the brave Thaher, and the
other by a captain of great renown called
Harthamath : thofe two generals taking each
of them a different route, advanced by fpeedy
marches inta the very heart of the Caliph’s
dominidns; before they had taken a final re-
folution for the departure of the troops which
they propofed to fend. out againft Mamon.

The two armies being joined, imme-~
diately undertook the fiege of Hamadan, a
confiderable place, which feemed refolved
to make a flout refiftance, The :befieged
defended themfelves with great bravery, and
for fome time ftopped the -progrefs of the
twa generalsy but at laft the attacks were
puthed on with fomuch vigaur, that the be-
. Do fieged
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fieged could no longer withftand the efforts Amrx.
of the enemy, and were forced to furrender. Hegyra196.

This alarming news, which plainly fore~ <™ =812
told the fpeedy arrival of the enemy at the Indolence of
gates of Bagdat, made not the leaft impref-““c"hph‘
fion upon Amin. When they brought him
an account that Mamon’s troops were ap-
proaching, and that the fcouts of his army
made their excurfions into the very neigh-
bourhood: of his capital, that prince, who
was then playing at chefs with his favou-
rite, anfwered with great unconcern, ¢ Pri-
thee, let me _alone; I am juft going to
ftrike a great ftroke ; I defire I may not be’
interrupted; I fhall this.moment give Kou-
ter, check-mate.”

So ill-timed and prepofterous an anfwer, He is ridica-
rendered all that prince’s fubjeéts difaffected 'ed and con-
to him. Satyrs were continually wrote- )
againft him; and fome verfes in_ particular
were handed about, the meaning- of which
was, “ That a prince who paffes whole
nights at play, condemns himfelf and his
ftate to inevitable deftruction. The fun de-
clines,” continues the poet,  {o foon as he
has entered the fign of Libra, becaufe he
has left the fign of Virgo, where he fojourn~
ed in the houfe of fports and dancing *.”

But the greateft part of his fubjeéts took
the matter in a more ferious light ; and en-

. * This fa& alludes to the manner in which Arabian aftro-
nomers reprefent the ﬁgn of Virgo; they defribe her with
a lyre in her hand, . .give her only an ear of corn.

: raged
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Aurr.  raged to fee the ftupid fupinenefs of their fo-
Hegyra 196. vereign in a matter on which the fate of his
Ch. ex. 813 capital depended, they refolved to take away
the crown from a prince fo unworthy to
wear it.

Hegyra197.  Amin was aGtually depofed from the Ca-
ﬁl;.z'.' :'3' liphate, and they were on the point of fend-
Pof;:f fromthe INZ 2 deputation to the enemy’s generals, to
Caliphate. in%orm them that they were ready to ac-
knowledge Mamon as Caliph, when by a

fudden event the face of affairs was changed.
Mamon’s At the time Thaher was:beginning his
troops muti- approaches againft Bagdat, and giving orders
ny- for the works neceflary to inveft the place,
the troops mutinied for want of pay; the
funds proved deficient, and they could not
~ poflibly procure money enough to fatisfy the
~ foldiers. This misfortune had like to have
ruined Mamon's affairs, for his army refufed
to continue the works. ' :
Amin regains  Fadel, Amin’s vizir, prevailed on his maf~
the hearts of ter to take advantage of that incident to re-
andisreftored. gain the affe@ions of the inhabitants of Bag-
dat: he procured him confiderable fums of
money, which- were privately diftributed
amongft Mamon’s troops, to keep up their
difobedience to their chief officers ; this ex-
pedient fucceeded to Fadel’s with. Thein-
habitants of Bagdat, moved to fee the prince
they had juft fo ignominioufly depofed, thus
freely facrifice his riches to fecure them
from the attempts of their enemies, blamed
themf{elves for having treated him with 1;:

- muc
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much rigour, and made amends for their Auv.
error by reftoring him to the throne. Hegyra 197.
. But the mutiny of Mamon’s army was of “™ = 813-
no long continuance : Thaher and Hartha- mf“" "
math took fuch great pains, that they foon pro- Thaher.
vided money enough to pay the troops ; and
the foldiers returning to their duty, they
heartily refumed the operations of - the fiege,
which was pufhed on fo vigorouily, that the
city being foon reduced to the utmoft extre-
mity, was forced to yield to the victor.

When Thaher took pofieffion of the place,

he expected to make Amin prifoner; but
his vizir had provided for his efcape : and it
was foon known he had retired to a neigh-

bouring place, where he thought he might
remain in fafety, imagining that when the
enemy were once mafters of the capital,
they would not think of purfuing him ; but
in this his hopes failed him.

. Sofoon asThaher had fecured Bagdat, and Hegyra 198.
taken the oaths of the inhabitants to Ma- Ch-2r. 813.
mon, he departed, together with Hartha- Aminis be-
math, to befiege Amin in the place to which ficged in his
he had fled for thelter. That prince, who had foc-® ™
neither courage nor force enough to refift fo

otent an adverfary, refolved to provide for
gis fafety by furrendering on terms; but in-
ftead of applying to Thaher, and treating

with him, he fent meflengers to Hartha-

math, who promifed to ufe him with all the
refpect due to his rank.

. : The
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Amwv. -~ " The preference which Amin gave to Har-
Hegyra198. thamath, was the caufe of his deftrution :
Ch. zr. 8_’3’ his friends forefaw it ; and when he com-
E;P;zf‘;im munica;cd to them his defign, they ufed all
to Hartha- the means in their power to prevent him
pamcaules from putting it in_execution : they repre-
' "fented to him, that Thaher being commander
in chief, no treaty could be valid unlefs it
was figned by him; that befides, asthe general
was a proud, imperious man, he would cer-
tainly think himfelf ill ufed by the choice,
and revenge himfelf feverely on that account.
Amin agreed that their reafons were
well founded ; but he had entertained fo
ftrong an opinion of Thaher’s haughtinefs
and inflexibility, that he would by no means
treat with him. This opinion arofe from a
dream he had during the time of the nego-
ciation ; he told his friends, that in his fleep
he thought he was fitting on the top of a
thick ftrong wall, and that Thaher was un-
dermining it to draw him towards him by its
fall : this dream had a greater effet than all
their arguments ; and having received from
‘Harthamath the fafeguard he required, he
prepared to put himfelf into the hands of

that general.
Difputes arife . 1he treaty of Amin with Harthamath,
between the  had raifed a great difpute between the two
o o commanders : Thaher alledged, that as he
was general in chief, the application ought
“to have been made to him. At laft, after

many altercations, it was agreed that Amin
‘ thould
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thould furrender to Harthamath, and that Avix.
he fhould previoufly put into the hands!egyr= 198
of Thaher the. ornaments of the .crown, <& =813
namely, the feal, the {ceptre, and the robe.

Thefe conditions were agreed to on both Thaher's
fides ; but through fome caprice (which is x‘l’ﬁhlz n
not mentioned) the timordys Amin did not feize Amin.
obferve the chief article, which:was to per-
form his promife to Thaher, whom he look-
ed upon to be his perfonal-enemy. That
general having. been informed, that the Ca-
liph intended . fecretly to pafs the Tygris in
order to go to: Harthamath, and that he pro-
pofed to refign the imperial-ornaments. into
the hands of that genera), Thaher, enraged at
this procedure, refolved. to revenge it on Amin
himfelf : he accordingly placed fome of his
troops.in ambufh on the banks of the river;
and when the boat, wherein the Caliph was,
came within bow-fhat, they made a general
difcharge upon it. The perfons who accom-
panied Amin, being thrown into the utmoft
confufion, arofe up, and by their great num-
bers, and by the attempts they made to avoid
the darts, ftones, and burning torches, which
were thrown at them, they overfet the boat,
and every one was forced to ftrive to fave
himfelf by fwimming. -

Amin was watched by Thaher’s foldiers,
who followed him a long time down the
banks of the river; at laft that prince came
to land near a garden which he knew, and
went to take fhelter there: but the enemy’s
: foldiers
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Awv.  f{oldiers foon came up. to him, and having

Hegyra1g8. feized him, they mounted him on a carte

Ch.=r. 813 horfe, and carried him to the houfe bf a

Muffulman named Ibrahim, where he was

- clofely guarded by a part of them, whilft

the refidue ran to inform the general that

the prince was taken. .. )

Aminiskiled ‘Thaher fent-them back on the fpot with

by order of pne of his officers, and commanded them
er. R . . .

to give no quarter to Amin, but to kill him

fo foon as they fhould return. The "unfor-

tunate prince feeing them enter the chamber

he was in with their fwords drawn, no longer

doubted of his-approaching end ; however,

he argued with. tgem touching the fact they

were about to commit.. “ Woe be to you,”

faid he to them, « if you fhed my blood ;

remember T am the fon of Haroun, and bro+

ther to Mamon your fovereign.” . =~ .

He was doubtlefs in hopes of moving them

by recalling to their iinds the great charac

“ter of his father, and ftill more by the kind

of renunciation he made of the crown, by

mentioning Mamon as.their fovereign : but

they were inexorable ; and the officer whom

Thaher- had fent, advancing up to Amin

fmote him with his {word,.and gave him a

defperate wound in the face. Amin not hav-

ing any arms, threw a cufhion (the firft thing

he could lay hands on) at the perfon who

gave him the blow, and feizing him round

the middle, attempted to wreft his fword

from him, inorder to defend himfelf againft
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the others ; but in the mean time, a foldier Amix.
getting behind him gave him a wound in the Hegyra 198.
back, which difabled him : his head was then CB- =" 813-
forthwith ftruck off, and carried to the gene-
ral, who having expofed it a whole day to the
publick view of the troops, fent it to Ma-
mon, as a proof of the victory he had ob-
tained. '

Such was the unhappy end of the Caliph Amin’s cha-
Amin, a prince abfolutely unfit to reign, on ™"
account of his effeminate life, his indolence
and cowardice. The term of his life was
not more than twenty-nine years, and of his
reign only four. El Makin fays he was tall,
well-fhaped, and of an agreeable counte-
nance; that his fthoulders were broad, his
eyes fmall, his complexion fair, his fem-
ples bald, and the hair of his head very
thin and'lank. As to his chara&er, the fame
author tells us he was a very liberal prince;
and liberality was in all probability his only
virtue z for'in other refpecs he fpeaks of him
as a very blood-thirfty man, without refo-
lution, ‘without courage, and without any of
thofe qualities which are the characterifticks
of a good fovereign.

MAMON:
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M A M O N
The TWENTY-SIXTH CALIPH.

AMON, or Al-Mamon, the fon of

Haroun-al-Rathid, and brother of

Amin, afcended the thtone after the death

of the latter, and appeared to be pofiefled of

qualities very different to thofe of his weak
predecefior.

This prince was a lover of virtue; he pro-
teCted men of integrity and learning. The
wife laws and prudent regulations made by
Haroun, which had not been duly carried into
execution under the reign of Amin, refumed
their former vigour under the Caliphate of
Mamon; and by his great-care the fciences
attained fuch a degree of perfection as hath
rendered his memery immortal.

It muft however be confefled, that thouah
he poflefied all the good qualmcs that could
make him worthy of ‘a crown, yet in the be- .
ginning of his reign he committed faults
which raifed terrible difturbances in the ftate;
difturbances almoft as fatal as thofe which
rent the empire during the reign of the in-
dolent Amin ; bat in time he put an end to
them, and for his prudent condu& deferved
to be confidered as one of the greateft princes
that ever filled the muffulman throne. .

rr e
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The great liberality with which he re- Maxox.
warded the fervices of Thaher his general, Zrerm 108.
and the unlimited confidence he placed in . Ca.liphs .
his prime minifter, were two effential faults, gives the go-
which caufed him the utmoft vexation. ~ yemmentof

Mamon, inftead of treating his general Thaher.
as a man for whom'he had the higheft ef-
teem, but ftill as one of his fubjects, made
him, as itwere, his equal; or whith amounts
to the fame thing, put that officer in a con-
dition of one day difputing the {overeignty
with him. That prince.gave hirh the go-
vernment of Chorafan, and the provinces
annexed to it: he made the government
hereditary in Thaher’s family, and only re-
ferved to himfelf the right of giving the in-
veftiture. .

Such was the gift which the Caliph be-
ftowed on Thaher, as a recompence for his
fervices, at the time the general came to

ive him an account of the -expedition, in
which the unhappy Amin loft both his crown
and his life; but as Mamon then refided in
Chorafan, Thaher did not take pofleffion of
the government till the Calipi departed
from that province in order to be recognized
at Bagdat.

He delayed this ceremrony a long time ; Hegyra 199.
during that interval thé muffulman empire Cb- = 814-
was filled with inteftine divifions. . The Ca- He makes Fa-
liph alone was the caufe of them ; not del b vizir,
indeed on account of his abfence from him with the
his capital, but becaufe he was entirely at whole admi-

Vor. IIL 1 the



114 The- HISTORY of

Mamox.  the dévotion of 2 minifter whom he had in-
Hegyra 199. trufted with the whole adminiftration. :
=814 This minifter was called Fadel ebn So-
hail : he was a man of great merit and fkill
in publick affairs. The Caliph, who well
- knew his worth, had long gained him over
" to his intereft ; and fo foon as he was feated
on the throne, he honoured him with the
title of vizir, and to his conduc he left the
whole government of the ftate. Being then
free from all cares, he clofely applied him-
felf to the {ciences, for which he had .the
reateft fondnefs, and never interfered with
%adcl in the management of publick affairs,
or the direction of his own private con-
cerns.
Hegyrazoo.  Unfortunately that minifter was engaged
Ch.ar. 815 in a party diametrically oppofite to the Ca-
The vizirs in. JIPIS intereft: he had ever been devoted to
clination to  the Alians; but as he was a man of great
the Alins. prudence and artifice, he eafily concealed
his fentiments. He always affe¢ted a great
thew of zealto the Abaffians, and they had
-fhewed a great regard for him. Haroun
honoured him with his efteem, and took a
pleafure in often converfing with him. . On
the death of that Caliph, finding the crown
- was fallen t¢ a prince who was neither ca-
pable of dlﬁzmguxfhmg, nor likely to reward
men of merit, he left the court and went
into Chorafan to Mamon. He foon gained-
" an entire afcendancy over the mind of that
prmce ; and when he found himfelf fixed
in
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in his good graces, he infenfibly prevailed on Mawo.
him to favour, or at leaft not to perfecute, Hegyra zo0.
the Alians in the manner his predeceflors ™= 815-
had done. : ' ’

But fo foon as Mamon had afcended the He introduces
throne, and given up all power into higRizeatacourt.

hands, Fadel began to fpeak more openly
- to that prince in favour of the Alians.

Amongft other things, he was lavith .in his
praifes of Ali the fon of Mufa, who was
commonly called the Imam Rizza: he ex~
tolled his piety, hiswifdom, and above all
his great knowledge, and his tafte. beth for
letters and learned men @ in fthort, - he {poke
of him fo often, and fo advantageoutly, that
. the Caliphhad a great defire to fee him.. .

.Fadel foon fent.for Rizza to: court, andgﬁgym 2o1.
introduced him tq Mamon, who being al- "+
ready prejudiced in his favour, gave him a
moft gracious reception. -

The vizir well pleafed to find his firft ftep He induces-
had proved fo fuccefsful, refolved to venture d:zgah{ﬁw
on another,- which .was attended with the Alians,
like fuccefs. He'-had formed a defign of
reftoring the Alians to-the Caliphate ; and he
began_to remonttrate to Mamon how much
that illuftrious family Wwas to be pitied, for
- having been expofed to'the hatred of thofe
who had fo long poflefled the throne. He
-exaggerated the unjuft dealings of the Om-

:miyans towards them, and fhewed they had
- {fo warmly perfecuted the Alians, only fram
a confcioufnefs of their inconteftable righgo
12 e .
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the crown ; and finally, he reprefented hoW

Hegyra z01. much it would redound to the honour of an

Ch, &r, 816,

-

ccrtamly raife the greateﬁ: dxﬁurbanccs in

Abaflian prince, to afford at leaft a fure afy-
lum to the Alians, and thereby in fome fort
to make them amends for the lofs of a
“throne, which would have been thejr pro-
perty, had any rcgatd bcen paid to reafon
or equity. - .

. This kind of argumcnt hav:mg been often
repeated with great art and {kill, at laft made
a deep impreflion upon the Caliph; and
Rizza’s perfonal good qualities, inclined him
to take the Alians into his favour. He con-

- demned: the cruelty of the Caliphs, his pre-

deceflors, who had fthed fo- much hlood in
ord.crw root -aut fo honourable a family;
' 8nd made no fecret of the inclinations he
’entertained of ufing all poffible metns to
make amends for fo great a piece of injul-
tice.

7Tt was foon known throughout the whole
mufulman empire, that there was a prince
of th¢ race of Ali at the Caliph’s court,
who was treated with all the honnurs due
to his birth. Mamon’s condud, in that
refpect, gave room for much difcourfe, which
was either favourable or unfavourable to
him, according as the perfons ftood affeCted
to the Alians: but in general, all fenfible
men blamed the Caliph for beftowing fo
kind a.treatment on a family who could do
them no fervice, buton the contrary would

the
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the ftate, if after having been fo many tines Mamox.
maffacred there were ftill left young fhoots H!:syﬂ 201, -,
enough to form a party. . Ch 2r. 816.

Their fufpicions foon appeared to be well A defcendant
founded : and news was brought that an of Al i pro-
Alian named Mahomet, who called himfelf fiph at Cufah,
the fon of Ibrahim, who was great grand-
fon of Ali, appeared i arms at Cufah; that
the people of that city, who were fo well
known for their ficklenefs and inconftancy,

- had joined him, and hiad aGtually raifed that
prince to the throne, . : ‘

So bold a ftep might hdve caufed Mamon
ferioufly to refle on the prote@ion he had
granted toRizza, contraryto the intereft of his
houfe and the families of the empite in ge-
neral; however, that prince blinded by the
continual infinuations of his minifter, and
feduced by the perfonal merit of Rizza,
perfifted in keeping at court, and giving him
marks of the greateft favour. '
~ Butin 2 fhort time he took a ﬂ:ezi of ftill dT‘:IgCadi.phfa

eater confequence ; he openly declared in ;727 " "
gvouro:f the Alans, -andOI:) p{at it out of Auansf::fl
all doubt, he lad afide the black turban, ﬁ“k":li“m
which was the colour of the Abaffians, and in the ,;3;:@,
affumed the green, the diftinguithing colour,
of the Alians: he commanded his courtiers
-and his troops alfo to wear the green;jtur-
ban. He at the fame time gave his dapgh-
ter Abiba to wife to Rizza, and finally de-
clared him his colleague in the empire. Tha-
her was appointed by the Caliph-to put that
I3 . prince
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prince in pofleffion of the throne. It is re-
lated, that when the general came to per-
form that office, he offered to Rizza only
his left hand, faying to him: <« My right
hand placed Mamon upon the throne; and
it is a great pleafure to me now with my
left hand to place thereon fuch an Imam as
you are.” * Rizza  politely replied, ¢ That
fuch a left hand was better than the right
hand of any other perfon.

The inftallation of Rizza did not produce -
the fame effect in all parts of the empire:
at Chorafan they thought it was a very bold
ftep, which might be attended with fatal
confequences ; but they were fo habituated
to obey Mamon, and he had fo gained their
affections, thatthey did not openly inveigh
againft his defign. .

The Abafians ©  But things did hot go on fo fmoothly at

depofe Ma-

Bagdat and - in- the neighbouring provinces.

mon, andelc?& There the Abaflians had fixed their refi-

Jbrzham.

dence; and ‘that family : was then fo very

. .numierous, that an author fays they amount-

ed to thirty thoufand fouls. It is cafy to
judge what temper they were im when they
heard that the muffulman throne, the ac~
quifition of which had:coft their houfe fo
much blood, was about to be tranfmitted to
another family, contrary to the fettlement
made by Haroun, and ratified by all the
chief men of the ftate, who had taken amr
oath:to copfer the crown .on the ' three chil-
dred of  that Caliph fucceflively, | They bilt,'
. . terly
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_ terly complained of Mamon’s proceedings; Mamox.
and thofe complaints reiterated, foon occa-
fioned an infurre&ion againft that prince.-

It was unanimoufly agreed on at Bagdat Hegyra z02.
to depofe him from the Caliphate ; but they Ch- =r. 817.
were a little at a lofs to fix on a proper per-
fon to fucceed him: fome of the Abaffians.
were for fetting the crown on Motaflem’s
head, according to the diretions ‘of Ha-
roun’s will; but it having been urged, that
ithe prince was not yet old enough to govern
of himfelf, their voices all concurred in fa-
vour of Ibrahim ebn Mahadi, uncle to Ma-
mon. Having taken this refolution they
depofed Mamon, and folemnly proclaimed
Ibrahim. This prince, who was fond of -
peace and retirement, would have been
much better pleafed if they had not made
choice of him, and efpecially at a juncture
when fuch great troubles were likely to en-
fue; but he was forced to comply with the
requelt of the Abaffians, and the tumul-
tuous clamours of the inhabitants of Bag-
dat, who would not tamely have borne his
refufal. ' ' .

The news of this revolution was foon Mamon levies
brought to Chorafan': Fadel, who had Z°PF 1020
caufed this difturbance by his pernicious jn Bagdat.
counfel, was refolved to maintain his de-
fign ; and he even prevailed on Mamon to
go to Bagdat at the head of his army, to
attack the Abaffian who had been fo rath as
to accept the Caliphate, and fword in hand

Ig4 ~ta
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Mauon.  to compel the inhabitants of that city to-
Hegyra 202. comply with his will. ,

Ch.z. 8172 Mamon, who ftill blindly followed the
way into which he was put by his vizir, de-
parted from Chorafan with a numerous ar-
my, and took the road to Bagdat, accom-
panied by his colleague and Fadel his mi~
nifter, bearing, as it were in triumph, Ali's
livery on their turbans.

- Thus that prince, who was formed to
make his fubje@s completely happy, was on
the point of openly attacking them, in or-
der to punifth them for a crime of which he
was the chief occafion ; but an event hap-
pened on the road, which luckily prevented
the misfortunes with which the empire was
menaced. :

ghm: 203 Mamon having halted at Thous to re-

"7 frefh his troops, his beloved Rizza fell fick :

Rizza’s death. fome fay his malady was occafioned by his
having eaten too many grapes; others affert,
that fome of Mamon’s courtiers, enraged
to fee that prince fully his glory, and run
the rifque of ruining his dominions for the
fake of an Alian, refolved to make away
with Rizza by poifon, and that they fuc-
ceeded in their defign: but which way foever
it was, all the helps of phyfick were ineffec-
tual, and in a few days he died at Thous.

This lofs was a fevere blow on Mamen :
he loved Rizza, who really merited his re-
gard on many accounts, and few princes
were to be found who were mafters of fo

' many
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many eminent qualifications. 'The Caliph Mauon.
being able to give no further proofs of his 203.
affeCtion, ordered a magnificent funeral to Ch == 818
be made, and buried him at Thous, near

Haroun his father, who was interred, as

has been already obferved, in that city.

Mamon departed from Thous as foon as
he poflibly could, and continued his march
towards Bagdat; but on his approach to
that city, an event happened which afforded
him frefh caufe of grief, but which at the
fame time was the caufe of his own happi- -
nefs and the fafety of his fubjects.

Fadel, who ftill continued his attachment Fadel isafafli
to the Alians, was not difconcerted at the nated.
lofs of Rizza; his imagination, fertile in
expedients, foon found the means of re-
viving that party, and he incenfed the Ca-
liph more than ever againtt all fuoch as made
the leaft attempt to oppofe his defign : but
{o many of the Caliph’s honeft {ubjects were
difgufted at the vizir’s bafe and artful con-
duét, that they refolved to get rid of that
troublefome man, whofe bafe proceedings
tended to fet the whole monarchy into a
fame. He was accordingly affaffinated by
bis own fervamts, and his -death' fuddenly
changed the face of affairs.

. - Mamon was at ficft quite overwhelmed by

thisblow ; he had loft his friend, his coun~
fellor, in a word, an able minifter, who
eafed him from the burthen of governing ;
through him he only faw and heard: in lofing
him he thought himfelf to be in a moft

lonely



122

Mawmon.
Hegyra 203.
Ch, zr. 818.

The inhabi-
tants of Bag-
dat depofe
Thrahim.

The HISTORY of

- lonely condition, which renewed his grief

for his former lofs.

However, being then forced to take the
management of affairs into his own hands,
he was obliged to ufe his utmoft endeavours
to thake off his affli¢tion; in time ‘his for-
rows abated : his eyes were. foon opened as
to the imprudent fteps he had been prevailed
on to take; and, at laft, -truth appearing
without difguife, he plainly faw to how

‘great a degree he had been impofed on.

As he was of an upright mind, and above
all had an honeft héart, he was not athamed

~.to confefs he had committed an error ; and

- he took the moft {fpeedy meafures to make

Hegyrazo4. .

Ch. zr. 819,

amends for his fault. He was encouraged
in that noble defign by a ftep then taken by
the inhabitants of Bagdat. So foon as they
were informed that Rizza and Fadel were
dead, they did not entertain the leaft doubt
that Mamon, now he was left to himfelf,
would have a due regard for his family, as
well as for the Muffulmen in general ; and
that, by returning to their obedience, they
thould receive the fame marks of favour and
kindnefs from him, as he had beftowed on
the people of Chorafan during the time he
prefided over that province. '
They therefore refolved to depofe Ibra-
him, and to fend a deputation to Mamon;
to inform him that they were ready again
to acknowledge him as their lawful Caliph.
The obliging mannerwith which that prince
o o received
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received their promifes of fubmiffion gave Mamow.
them the greateft pleafure ; but by quitting Hegyrazog.
the green turban to affume the black, he "“ ar. 819.
gained all their hearts: the courtiers, the
officers, and alfo the troops in general, fol-

Jowed the example of their prince, and threw
off the livery of the Alians.

Thus Mamon made his publick entry into
Bagdat. The loud acclamations of the peo-
ple were a manifeft proof of the great joy
they felt at his prefence : all appearances of
a difturbance were at an end, . and he began
peaceably to enjoy the honours of the Ca-
liphate. '

Soon after his entrance into Bagdat, he
was defirous of feeing his uncle Ibrahim,
whom the people had juft depofed; butit
was not with a view to punifth him for his
crime in prefuming to afcend the throne: it
. will appear by the fequel, that Mamon did
not entertain the leaft refentment againft
him on that account, and was only defirous
of knowing where he was, that he might
call him to court. But Ibrahim being re-
folved to conceal himfelf, took fuch effe€tual
methods for his fecurity, that notwithftand-
ing the ftri® fearch made after him, he re-
mained many years in Bagdat without being

difcovered. As he accepted of the crown

.with relu¢tance, he quitted it without re-

gret; and chofe rather to lead a peaceful

retired life; than to be any longer fubje& to

the cares gnd follicitudes which ufually at&
" ten
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Mamox  tend clevated ftations, and efpecially when
‘ affairs are fo fitnated as his happened to be.

Hegyrazos.  Whilft the inhabitants of Bagdat were
Ch.ar. 820- d3ily giving frefh proofs of their affecion and
Thaheris pro- obedience to Mamon (to the great fatisfac-
seion in Cho- tion of that Caliph) he had freth caufe of
grief, which arofe from the error he had com-
mitted in beftowing the property of Chora-
fan on Thaher, referving to the Caliphs only
. the right of inveftiture. So foon as Mamcn
left that province, the governor had fo dif-
pofed the minds of the inhabitantsin his own
favour, that he was raifed to the fovereignty
of the country, and he alledged, that he
held of no fuperior lord; but, in order to
avoid irritating fuch as were ftill devoted to
Mamon, he pretended that the fovereignty
be had aflamed, was a gift the Caliph had
made to him as a reward for his important
fervices, and that it was the prince’s will he
fhould enjoy 2ll the privileges and preroga-
tives thcreltzy belonging: bycgegrocs llx):erai%ed
his pretenfions, and at Jaft he went fo far as
- to caufe himfelf to be named alone in the
publick prayers; and he abfolutely caufed
the Caliph’s name to be laid afide in all the

. provinces gr:ﬁler his command. :
. ~ Though this attempt was fufficient topro-
g’.gy : ggf voke :I?::g Caliph to taﬁ;e up arms to fubdue
that rebel, yet Mamon eould not prevail on
himfelf to arm the Muffulmen againft each
other; and he rather chofe to permit Thaher
peaceably to enjoy the fruits of his rebellion,
flattering
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flattering himfelf that time and refle@ion Mawor.
would bring him back to his duty : but Ma- Hegyr 206.
mon was deceived in his. hopes; Thaher &8+
continued to maintain himfelf 1n Chorafany

he held it as the abfolute fovereign, and form-

ed a kind of Dynatty, which his defcendants

kept up with great fplendor almoft fixty
years. As to him, he.died of an acute di-

feafe about two years after he had fuppreﬂed

the Caliph’s name in the publick prayers.

- Mamon therefore concluding: thatTha-

her’s pretenfions would fall of themfelves,

was in no hafte to take revenge. He thought
himfelf happy to fee peacc.and tranquillity
eftablithed in all the other provinces-of his do-
minions. 'The Alians who had ventured to

make their appearance at the time the Ca-~

liph had'declared in favour of - their family,

fled to their hiding-places fo foon as they
heard of the revolution which had happened

in Bagdat on the day of Mamon'’s entry there.
Mahomet the Ahan, who had broke out into
rebellion at Cufah, and been proclaimed Ca-

liph in that city, had withdrawn himfelf;
infomuch that Mamon’s authority was firmly
eftablifhed in all the provinces of the farace-

nick empire, exceptin Chorafan.

The many revolutions which happened in
the empire of the Eaft, having found the
Greeks fo much employment at home, that
they could not think of engaging in any fo-
reign expeditions, they fubmitted to pay to
thc Cahph the ufual tribute: Mamon took
- . -~ advantage
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Maxox.  advantage of this calm to make the fciences -
g:‘gym zgt;: flourifh in the capital of his dominions.
= They had been held in high efteem there
Mamonftiives ever fince the Abaffians had begun to reign.
fiences to  Almanzor had openly protécted them. Ha+
Jourth in kis roun followed his example, and not enly
ap protected, but alfo -cultivated: them with
great care. Mamon exceeded his predecef-
{ors, and gained immortal glory by the pains
he taok to facilitate the progrefs of letters,
and®n account of the immenfe fums he ‘ex-
pended to draw in‘o his dominions foreign-
ers who were diftinguifhed for -their great
learning and knowledge.

That prince caufed publick fchools to be.
erected, in which were convenient lodgings
for the men of learning, whom he appointed
to give lectures on all the fciences. He, at
the fame time, founded an academy, where
the learned held their aflemblies to debate on
points of literature, which were fit only to
‘be difcufled by eminent mafters. .

In order to increafe the inclination of the
Arabians for the fciences, .Mamon was often
prefent at the aflemblies of the learned; he-
-even vifited the fchools, and took a pleafure
in hearing their difputations upon the quef-
aions then under (Eebatc. The refpeét he.
thewed to the profeflors, gamed them greater
attention from all fuch as attended their
Je€tures. Far from confidering them as men
that executed a mean employment, he treat-
ed them with the utmoft diftinction : he ad-

pitted
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mitted them to his court, converfed fami- Mauos.
liarly with them, and commonly called them; Hegyra 206.
The Mafters of the Soul, and the Preccp-ACh'“" Bz1.
tors of the Human Mind. They were, he
faid, men privileged by heaven, born to be
the light of nations, and ta difpel the clouds
of ignorance, which is the mother of ‘barba~
rity and cruelty. -
- A great number of learned men appeared
at this time at Bagdat; the moft part of whom
had been invited by the Caliph, and the re-:
fidue came on the fole report of his love for
" the fciences, and the protection he granted
to fuch as cultivated them. . 'The converfa:
tion of thefe literati renewed in- the cour-
tiers a tafte for letters; and the capital of the
Muflulmen foon became, as it were, a pub-
lick fchool, in which the ftrongeft emulation
appeared, a fure means of encouraging the
{ciences, and carrying them to the higheft
degree of perfection. The. knowledge of
medicine, phyficks, morality, metaphyficks,
and aftronomy ; in a word, of all tgc ufeful
{ciences, was clofely purfued by the Caliph,
the lords of his court, and fuch other per-
fons as had an oppertunity of engaging in
fuch kinds of ftudy. g
Mamon more and more encouraged thefe
happy beginnings by the rewards he con-
ferred on fuch as diftinguithed themfelves,
and to facilitate the progrefs of their ftu-
dies, he devoted immenfe fums to the raifing
of magnificent buildings, fome of which
s were
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were defigned for publick libraries, where
every one might go and freely enjoy the treas
fures of literature, which he colle@ed from

-~ all parts: others were fet apart for the pro-

Hegyra 207.
Ch. ar, 822.

‘Thomas {oli-
cits the Ca-
liph to make
war on the
Greeks.

grefs of certain particular fciences ; for ex-
ample, he caufed an obfervatory to be built,
where fuch as followed aftronotny might pro<
fecute their ftudies with the greater conve-
hiency, as they found every thing neceffary
for that purpofe. _
. Mamon foon reaped the fruits of his lad
bour ; authors of all kinds appeared, who
gained the higheft reputation, and contri-
buted to fpread abroad the glory of the princé

‘who {0 gemeroufly protected them: fuch as

Abbas of Meru, a fanoas calculator, who
drew up fome aftronomical tables with great
exactnefs ; Ahmed ¢bn Cothair, who eors
reted Ptolomy’s tables, and publifbed them
with learned notes and remarks ; and many

others, as well Muflulmen & Jews and

Chriftians, who all flvared alike in the friend~
fhip and favours of the Caliph; for that prince
was not of opinion, that a difference in mate
ters of religion ought to prevent kim froni
citendini his liberality to men who were o
great an honour to literature. :

The tranquillity which the Caliph enjoyed
in fo pleafing an employment, -was a little
interrupted by the war he that year carried
on againft the Greeks; however, he did net
head his army, and only furnifhed a body
of troops to the perfon that was the primum

‘ mobile
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mobile of that war; he was a Grecian Mauos.
named Thomas, and had been forced many Hegyrazo.
years before to quit Conftantinople on ac-™™*" 822,
count of fome crime. He made his efcape

to Bagdat, where he found means to infi-

nuate himfelf into the favour of the Caliph,

.on account of his bravery and great zeal for
muflulmanifm: he ferved near twenty years

in the Caliph’s army, and had always great-

ly diftinguithed himfelf, but efpecially againft

his own countrymen, on whom he conti-

" nually ftrove to glut his revenge.

The peace which then fubfifted between
Flamon and the eaftern emperors being an
obftacle to his defign, Thomas was fo impor-
tunate with the Caliph, that at laft he pre-
vailed on him to break with the Grecians.

He remontftrated that there could not be a

more favourable opportunity for feizing the -
capital of their empire ; that the inteftine

wars which then prevailed in that ftate,
would make it impofiible for thein to defend

the city, and that if they would truft him

with the command of the expedition, he
would engage to fet the Caliph on the con-
ftantinopolitan throne.

The then reigning emperor was called Michael af-

Michael; he had been raifed to that dignity fhe:‘::etgfecon_
by a moft amazing revolution. That prince ftantinople.
having been condemned to die, in the year.
820, by Leo the Armenian, then emperor
of Greece, was to have been executed on
- Chriftmas-day at nlght, but it happening.

Vor. III. that
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that Leo was affaflinated the fame night,
Michael was releafed from his imprifonment, .
and proclaimed emperor in his ftead. The
beginning of his reign was undifturbed ; he
had taken care to put an end to their divi
fions, and had alfo ceafed the profecutions

. which his prcdeceﬂ'ors had carried on againft

fuch as perfifted in the worfhip of images ;
but, ere long, he perfecuted them in his turn.

He foen openly declared againft all forts of
religion, and became remarkablc for the moft
fcandalous vices. As he could neither write
nor read, he could not bear fuch as knew
more than himfelf; and above all, he thewed
an inveterate hatred againft men of letters.

So many concurrent defeéts rendered him
odious to his fubje@s : cabals were formed,
againft which, however, he bore up by his
intrepidity, and the affiftance of fome cour-
tiers, whofe intereft it was to fupport him.
‘Thomas having received advice of the fitua-
tion of affairs in that country, warmly folli-
cited Mamon to embrace {o fair an opportu-
nity of uniting the Grecian empire with the
dominions of the Muffulmen.

For along time the Caliph refufed to com-
ply with the propofal. He was content with
the tribute, which the Greeks paid with the
utmoft pun&uality, and was unwilling to
quit his application to the fciences, which
was his favourite employment, rather than go
upon an enterprize which he did not think
would prove fo eafy as was pretended.

2 : .- But
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~‘But Thomas ftill continued his application Mawok.

Yo the Caliph, and endeavoured to obviate all Hegyra 205
difficulties, by propofing t6 carry on the war < = 822
in his own name, in caft Marhon would The Caliph
furnith him with troops, and all other things & R
neceflary for fo ithportant.an enterprize : at inake war on
Iaft the Caliph confented, and ordered a con- the Grecks,

fiderable body of forces to be levied, at the’
head of which Thomas begin his madrch, to
make an irraption into the eaftérn empire.
Some authors affert, that the ahimofity of Motives that
this general againft the Greeks, was not induced Thos
folely owing to thé punithment they had con- ja on ke
. demned him to fuffer for the crime which Greeks.
Had forced him to fly his country; but that
Kaving formerly been a great friend to Leo,
who after he attaified the empire was affaffi-
nated by Michael’s adherents, he was re-
folved to avenge the death of his friehd, and
if poffible dethrone the affaffin.
Others affert, that Thomas, who was 4
man of very mean extracion, but at the
fame time a perfon of great courage and un-
derftanding, and of fhill greater craft and
- fubtilty, had created 4 belief that he was
Conftantine, fon of the emprefs Irene, who
was fuppofed to have been affaffinated by
that princefs; by means of which pretence
-Thomas raifed a confiderable party: and
that he obtained auxiliary ttoops of Mamon;
“in confideration of an agreement by which
the pretended Conftantine promifed to grant
to the Caliph fome very confiderable advan=

ol K 2 tages,
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tages, fo foon as he fhould afcend the throrie

of his anceftors. ‘

However that was, Thomas had a formi-
dable army under his command, confifting
of Perfians, Medes, Arabians, Iberians, Chal~-
deans, and other people, who were incited
by the hopes of booty to. engage in the ex-

ition. Even a large number of Chrif~
tians marched under. his ftandard, with a-
view to free the empire of the Eaft from a
fovereign, who, for his great vicgs, was. def-
pifed by all mankind. ‘

So foon as this numerous army had enter--
ed Afia Minor, Thomas foon made himfelf
mafter of almoft all the places of firength
in that extenfive province. Some of them
kept the faith they had fworn to the emperor,
and refolved to defend themfelves ; bat they
were foon forced to furrender, and were to-
tally deftroyed ; and in this manner he treat-
ed fuch of the towns as ftood an attack in
form. v .

Michael, aftonithed at fo fudden an irrup- -
tion, made preparations to face the enemy :
he. fent out a body of troops to ftop their.
progrefs, but his precaution was ineffeGtual ;
his army was almoft totally routed; and
Thomas taking advantage of the victory,
folemnly affumed the title of emperor, and
was crowned by a prelate named Jub, who
was intitled bifhop of Antioch.

This bold enemy, elated with his great
fuccefs, marched direétly to Conﬁantino;;{le,

' e
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He was joined on the march by freth de- Mason.
tachments of Chriftians, and other fubjes Hegyrazor.
of the emperor Michael, by whefe affiftance ™ = #%
he laid fiege to that capital: whilft he at-
tacked it by land, his fleet alfo approached
the place, and broke the chain which de-
fended the entrance of the harbour.

They immediately puthed on the fiege His fleet is
withl;yr;at vigour, buz’thl:;rwere foon obl?;egd g'off;ffng" 2
to abate of the warmth of their attacks for he is obliged
want of warlike machines. Thomas took * retre-
on the fpot a refolution of turning the fiege
into a blockade, and employing part of his
- troops in the conqueft of Thrace ; but at
the time they were preparing to march on
that expedition, a furious tempeft enfued,
which wrecked part of the fhips of the Sa-
racen fleet, which lay in the port of Con-
ftantinople. Thomas vainly ftrove to repair
thelofs. The rainy feafon, which was fet-
ting in, compelled him at laft to raife the
fiege, in order to fave his troops and the
remains of his fleet. He accordingly took
up his winter-quarters in Afia Minor, where
he remained till the weather was fit for him
to retake the field. : )

The Greeks taking advantage of his ab- Preparations
fence, worked without intermiffion in re- o fuftain a
pairing the fortifications of Conftantinople ; frefh fiege.
and they, at the fame time, added new
works, which rendered the attack of the
place much more difficult : they alfo fitted
out their fleet, and made an ample provi-

' K3 fion

1
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fion of fire-thips and fire-works, in order
to deal with the Saracens at their return.
Thomas foon appeared again before that
city ; he depended the more on fuccefs in
this new attempt, as he carried on a fecret
gorrefpondence with the place, by means of
a perfon of diftinGion, who, on account of

Jome difguft he had taken to the emperor

Michacl, had deferted with a body of troops
he commanded, and had entered into the
fervice of the Saracens. But when Thomas
appeared again at the gates of Conftantino-
ple, this deferter refleCting, that as the Greeks
had now fo ftrongly fortified themfelves, they
might probably gain the advantage, and that
itwould be attended with the greateft danger
if hefhpuld fallinto their hands, he refolved to
make his peace with them ; and accordingly,
by means of the acquaintance he had in the
town, he informed the befiegers, that if they
would make a fally on the Saracens, he
would at the fame time attack the latter in
the rear, by which means they might eafily
get the better of them. .
Thomas receivedintelligence early enough
to prevent this piece of treachery. He placed
a body of troops firong enongh to fall on the
deferters, on the firft movement they thould
make to attack the Saracens, whilft they
were engaged with the Grecian troops ap«
pointed to- make the fally; the command
of which detachment he referved to him-
{elf. The defign fuccegded to his with; the

Grecians



1

the ARABIANS. " 135

. Grecians fallied out and attacked the Sa~ Mamon.
racens ; the deferters having prepared to Hegyra z07.
attack them in the rear, Thomas fell fu- Ch. zr. 822..
rioufly on them -with his body of referve,
and cut them in pieces; and having taken
their commander prifoner, he condemned :
him to death on the fpot. . .

The Saracens having thus punithed the
traitors, refumed the attacks with great vi-
gour; but as the befieged alfo made 3 very
gallant defence, much time pafled, and

_ they made no very confiderable progrefs.

Thomas, who was impatient to find the
fiege fo prolonged, fent orders for the Sa-
racen fleet to fail immediately from Barut,
where it lay, and to appear befare the walls
of Conftantinopie. :

The fleet foon arrived there, and Thomas Part of the
was preparing to batter the place on all fideg 2racenick
to-great advantage, when by an incidentall )
hi$ defigns were rendered abortive. The
Greeks quietly fuffered the muffulman fleet
to approach their ramparts, and made not
tne leait attempt upon them during the

" whole day; but fo foon as night came on,
the emperor fent out his fire-fhips, and the
fire-works being played off, they fet part of
the enemy’s fhips in a flame, obliged the
remainder to retire, and in fhort, threw the
whole fleet into fuch confufion, that they
were unable to defend themfelves: the
Greeks gained a great booty on ' this occa-
fion by the capture of many fthips. The
land-forces that were on board the fleet, fog

K 4 the
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" the' moft part either fpen(hcd in the flames or

were drowned; the few that.efcaped reached
the fhore with great difficulty, and joined
the army in their camp.

This event was foon followed by another,
which totally ruined the army of Thomas.

The king of Bulgaria arrived at the head of
his. forces, and offered his affiftance to the
Grecian emperor. The faracenick general
refolving to be before-hand with the Bulga-
rian, marched out to meet him, in orderto
give him battle before his troops had time to
recover from their fatigue : but this ftep was
likewife fatal to the Saracens; they were
broken and totally routed by the Bulganans,
who took from them a confiderable booty,
and made a prodigious number of prifoners.

». - The king of the Bulgarians might have

The empe-
ror receives
frefh rein-

forcements.

made greater-advantages of his victory, if
he had thought fit ; but in the main, he was
not forry to fee the Greeks infenfibly weak-
ened by the loffes they fuftained from the
Saracens: he therefore refolved to: retire,
reckoning that he thould one day be able to
take advantage of the bad pofture of thc
affairs of both parties.

In the mean time the Grecian emperor
received frefh reinforcements; and as they
entered Conftantinople by the Black Sea,
Thomas could by no means keep them out
of the city, nor could he get any certain in-
telligence of their numbers. The general,
fince his laft defeat, had been employed in

affembling his fhattercd troops ; and the ap-

prchcnﬁons
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prehenfions of a new misfortune having rems Mauox.
dered him more circam{pe, both in refpet Hegyra 207. .
to his encampments, and his attacks, he had - = 822.;
taken pofleffion of a poft, from which he
propofed to gain the double-advantage of - -
avoiding the being forced by the Greeks, and - g
of being at the fame time in a condition of -
annoying them confiderably ; befides, in -
that pofition he could eafily receive the fuc- ... °
cours which he daily expected. _
- But the Grecian -emperor did not give He florms the
them time to arrive. So foon as he received Saracen camp.
the fuccours by the Black Sea, he made a
fally, and his troops faced the Saracenswith
fo much intrepidity, that terror feized the
whole camp: the ftrength of their poft was
of little avail for their defence: the Greeks
. forced their camp, and made a terrible
flaughter of them ; however, Thomas made
his efcape, and fled to- Adrianople, with the
few troops who" had faved themfelves from
the hands of the viGtors. _

This retreat put an end to the exploits of
Thomas. The muffulman troops, who, till
that event, had ferved him with great zeal
and affetion, infenfibly deferted him ; and
he had foon none left to defend him but the
inhabitants of the place to which he fled for
. refuge : being driven to fo great extremity,
he ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain cre-
dit and authority in the city ; but fo foon as
the imperial troops came in fight, the in-
habitants of Adrianople would- not expofe
. themfelves
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themfelves to be plundered, or run the
rifque of the emperor’s refentment; they
therefore refolved to wait on that prince, and
to deliver up his enemy into his hands..
They put their defign into execution, and
thereby obtained the emperor’s pardon, for
having afforded a retreat to his foe. The
unhappy Thomas was cruelly punithed for

emperor, who taking up arms againft his country ; they

puts him to
death.

cut off his hands and feet, and in that
condition ‘mounted him on an afs, led
him through all the ftreets of Adrianople,
and then carried him to the Grecian camp,
where he {oon died.

The death of that general putan end ta
the enterprize, at which Mamon conceived
no uneafinefs, fave on account of the troops
and fleet he had furnifhed out for the expe-
dition. He had never entertained any great
opinion of the defign, and would not come
to a refolution, till he knew with what fuc~
cefs it was attended : he therefore was not
greatly concerned when he heard the news
of that difafter ; and finding, thaugh the
Grecian emperor had good reafon to com-
plain, that he ftill continued to pay the tri-
bute impofed on the emprefs Irene, and con-
firmed by her fucceffors, he behaved to that
prince as if he had not meant to break the
truce, of which the tribute was the confi-
deration. .

The emperor Michael, who dreaded Ma-

mon, did not lay that event to his charge ;
and
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and he was the better pleafed he had Mawos.
avoided a quarrel with him on that occa- Hegyra 208,
fion, as he had foon other enemies on his ™ #- 823
hands, whom he could by no means have
oppofed, if he had been obliged at the fame

time to make head againft the muffulman

forces. ,

Thefe new enemies were alfo Mahome- Irruption of
tans, and were called Saracens, becaufe, as ;h;,g,‘f:,"
I have already faid, the Chriftians gave that the Grecian
name to all fuch as bore arms againft them territories.
under . muffulman colours, whether they
were natives of Arabia, Syria, or other
countries.

Thefe were Saracens of Africa, who had Hegyra 209,
fixed themfelves at Morocco and Algiers, Ch. =r. 824.
where they: chofe a Caliph, to whom they
gave the title of Emir al Muflimin, and who
was totally independent on the Caliph of
Bagdat. They landed on the Coafts of
Greece, and plundered and ruined all that
country. They entered the ifle of Crete,
now called Candia, made themfelves maf-
ters of it, and kept their ground againtt all
the forces fent by the emperor to retake it.

In a fhort time that prince alfo laft Sicily,
where one of his officers called in the Sara-
cens to affift him againft the emperor, who
intended to feize him on account of fomé
crime he had committed ; and they gained
the whole ifland, except Syracufe and Tor-
mina. : .
Whilft
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Mavox. - Whilft the Greeks were employed in de-
Hegyra 209. fending themfelves againft thefe barbarians,
Ch. =r.834- Mamon paffed his days in great tranquillity
The Caliph  at Bagdat, where he ftrove more than ever
2:5?3“;‘;“&8&0 make the arts and fciences flourith. It
antients to be has appeared in the lives of fome of his pre-
‘?Amb‘f'f‘w?:d into deceflors, that thofe princes had already
" caufed many old Greek authors to be tran-
flated into "the Arabian tongue; Mamon
. followed their plan, and.as he was more
learned than they, fo alfo he thewed a better
judgment in his choice of authors. - At that
time appeared in Arabick the works of Ari-
ftotle, Theophraftus, Euclid, Hippocrates,
Galen, Diofcorides, and, in general, all the
od performances, both ancient and mo-
dern, which they could procure from different
countries, where the fciences and learned

‘men had been formerly held in efteem.
Hegyra 210, 'The example of the fovereign, the great

o . 825, Tegard he fhewed to men of letters, and
826. the benefits he beftowed on them, were pre-

valent motives to men of parts and inge-
nuity to diftinguith themfelves. The Ara-
bians, .who were poflefled of a penetrating
genius, and a quick conception, foon made
themfelves matters of the moft abftrufe fci-
ences, and publithed a great number of per-
formances of different kinds, in which they
paid homage to the prince, by dedicating

them to him as their protector.
. By this new emulation, the reign of Ma-
mon was rendered more illuftrieus than it
: : would
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would have been by a feries of victories. Mauox.
'The love of literature {eemed to have totally Hegyraz1o,
deftroyed the roughnefs and barbarity for Ch e 825,
which the Arabians had been formerly colri- 826.
demned by polite nations; for, notwith-
ftanding tl?e grcat pains taken by fome of Eft?_v’iilndﬁf"
the Caliphs to reform the manners and im- eliphate of
prove the genius of that people, certain thofe of his
marks of ferocity, from which even their predeceffors.
fovereigns were not exempt, had from time.
to time fhewn - themfelves : fubjets had
been difgraced without caufe, cruel punith-

. ments infliGted, and even heads cut off upon.
the flighteft pretences; whereas, under Ma-
mon all things were wifely conducted with
an even hand: there was no effufion of -
blood ; and if his reign was the reign of the
arts and {ciences, it might al{fo well be called
the reign of mildnefs and moderation.

He gave a very pregnant proof of the Generous
goodnefs of his difpofition, upon an occafion {ondué of
where he inclined to mercy, when his cour- Ibrahim.
tiers, for the moft part, had advifed him to
ufe feverity. It was in relation to Ibrahim,
who was raifed to the Caliphate in the city
of Bagdat, whilft Mamon was yet in Cho-
rafan.

Ibrahim having refigned the crown, upon
his nephew’s approach to Bagdat at the head
of his army, had effeually concealed him-
felf in that very city, and by difguifing him-
felf in female attire, he remained there in-
cognito many years. The Caliph knew he

was
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was in the capital, and commanded a irice
fearch to be made after him; but as it was
fufpeted Mamon’s defign was rather to ter-~

“ rify, than to punith hxm, they were not

very diligent in their enquiry : however, af-
ter fome years, Ibrahim, who poffibly had
abated of his former circumipection, was
difcovered, notwithftanding his difguife.
They apprehended hirh, and immediately
informed the Caliph that hewas in cuftody.

Mamon called a council on the fame day,
4nd afked their opinions touching what ought
to be done on that occafion; when they una«
nimoufly declared Ibrahim worthy of death,
and alledged, that fatal inconvenjences might
enfue, if mercy fhould in fuch a cafe be ex=
tended.

The Caliph then fent for Ibrahim, who
was brought before the council in his-dif~
guife ; fo foon as he entered the room he

- fell proftrate to pay his obeifance to that

prince, and directing his difcourfe to him,
he faid, « The peace of God be with
you, O commander of the faithful ; if you
avenge yourfelf, you only ufe your prero<
gatrve but. if you forglve, you fhew your
virtue : if my crnne is great, your clemen~

¢y 1s ftill grcater
“ My council,”. faid the Caliph, ¢ have
t.mmmouﬁv Ccmd"mned youto die.” **Your
counfellors,” faid Ibrahim, interrupting Ma-
thon, ¢ have judged according to cuftom,
and the fixed rules of political government; if
you
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You pardon me you will not indeed a& ac- Mawox.
cording to precedent, but you will not have Hegyra 210,
your equal amongft fovereigns.” Ch. ar. 825,

Mamon, who was naturally inclined to 8:6.
mercy, and who befides thought Ibrahim
was fufficiently punifhed, by having paffed
fo many years in continual difquietude, for
a crime which, all things confidered, he had
involuntarily committed, tenderly embraced
that prince, faying to him with great emo-
tion; ¢ Uncle, be comforted, I will not
do you the leaft difpleafure:” and, in fact,
he caufed his pardon to-be forthwith made
out,and beftowed on him a rank and fortune
fuitable to his birth. This day, {o happyto
Ibrahim, was a day of feftival at the court
of Bagdat. The courtiers came in crowds
to compliment and congratulate the Ca—ligh
on an event which fo greatly added to his
reputation for generofity and clemency.
Tﬁe prince, fenfible of the effeét which was

roduced on their minds by the pardon he
Ead juft granted, cried out from the fullnefs
of his heart: ¢ Oh! did ‘men but know
what pleafure I take in pardoning, fuch as
have offended me, would come and ac-
knowledge their offences.”

The return of Ibrahim to the court,
greatly contributed to augment its pleafures;
that prince was very learned, and his con-:
verfation was equally inftrutive and amu-
fing: ke had as great-a love for letters as
Mamon, and had made the fine arts his

particular
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Mamox. - - particular ftudy. Above all he excelled iz

Hegyra 210, mufick, of which he was a perfe& mafter;
e infomuch, that when Mamon had clofely

© Ch. @r. 825,

826, applied -himfelf to graver ftudies, he ufed to
entertain him with his fine voice, and by fe-
veral inftruments on which he performed:

- with equal {kill and tafte.

Ibrahim was moreover of a very chearful
difpofition, his converfation was lively, and
be was ready at repartee; all which was
of great ufe to unbend the Caliph’s mind,
which for fome time had been engaged in the
ftudy of a fcience very hard to be attained.

Mamon a He was refolved to make himfelf mafter

f;“:;i“ﬁu;;fofof the mathematicks ; but this was by fo

the mathema- Much the more difficult, as there was not a

ticks. perfon to be found in Bagdat capable of af-
{iting and forwarding him in the ftudy of
that {ctence ; however at laft they met with
a Greek flave, who was introduced to him
as a perfon capable of enabling him to make
a confiderable progrefs in a fhort time.

Afaveafits Mamon, pleafed at this lucky difcovery,

fiminthe immediately gave the flave his liberty : he

fcionce. next beftowed on him the means of living
' comfortably, and of appearing at court.
The Caliph was fo well pleafed with the.
methods the Grecian took to forward him
in the mathematicks, that he defired to
know who he was, and how, at his early
time of life, he could have gained fo great
an infight into fo extenfive a {cience. "
' The

r’
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The Greek anfwered, that the knowledge Mauon.
he had acqpired was folely owing to the Hegyra 210,
eat care and pains, which one of the moft &y . g5,
ga_med men in the eaftern empjre had been 826. =
pleafed toheftowon him: thismanwaspamed [, . .
Leo, he was a great philofopher and moft hiscourta
able mathematician : being bithop of Thef- learmed man
falonica, and having refufed to comﬁly with ’
the opinion of the emaperor, who had de-
clared againét the worfhip of images, he wasg
Qepriyed of his bithoprick, and had retired
1o Conftantinople, where he lived on what
he could gain by teaching, haying no other
fortune but histalents. The Grecian fpoke
{o bighly in praife of that learned man, and
defcrihed his real fityation in fuch moying
derms, that Mamon refolved to invite him
o }}iise.cqmtéi o bliging
e accordinglywrote a yery obl, etter
. o the bithop, .inz?hic,h,.%f.t;fzavin Adgdarcd
the high opinion he entertained of his merit
and koewledge, he invited him to come to
Bagdat, where he might meet with a condi-
tion and fortune warthy his abilities. Ma-
mon difpatched the letter by 2 man, who was
A native of Greece, and was well acquainted
with Leo, apd he inftruéted the meflenger
2o inforce his requeft, and to fet in the moft
favourable light the advantages he might
hope. to gain at the Caliph’s court.

‘The news of this meflage foon ;reached The empe
the coprtof Conftantingple : .the egmperos®, Frome.
, * Michael the Samynerer. .

Vor. III. L either
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Mamox. -~ either through jealoufy, or for fome other
Hegyra 210, caufe, refufed to comply with the Caliph’s
Ch. ar. 825, Tequeft s infomuch, that when they applied
826. - ‘to him to give leave to Leo to quit his do-
- minions, he would not grant it ; and he even
began to thew a great regard to that learned
man, in fome meafure to make him amends
for the advantages he loft through his means.
" Hegyra 212,, Mamon being thus unable to gain a point
3 er. 82 he had fo much at heart, refolved to com-
. mr. 827, . .

828. mence a literary correfpondence with Leo,
Efteem of the thEreDy to receive the benefit of his inftruc~
Caliph forthat tions. ‘This correfpondence continued a long
leaned man. time, and always with the fame fatisfaion
to the Caliph. Marmol, from whom I bor-
row this fa@, - fays, that Mamon having one
-day received a letter from Leo, in which
he had folved a problem in Euclid (of
“which the Caliph had afked the folution)
with the utmoft clearnefs, he cried out in a
tranfport, < Happy are they who live at Con-
ftantinople, and can enjoy the converfation

‘of fo excellent a mafter!” -
Hegyraz14.©  His affeCtion for that great man increafed
Chb.=r-829- on the receipt of each letter he wrote to the
TheCaliph Caliph ; and fo ftrong was Mamon’s defire
e e of being more intimately acquainted with
fond Leo to Leo, that he was many times tempted to un-
him. -dertake -a voyage to Conftantinople in per-
fon ; but reflecting, that his rank was an in-
furmountable obftacle to fuch a defign, he
wrote_to the emperor, in hopes of prevail-
ing on that prince to fend Leo to him ; 3;1(1
P . at
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that his réqueft might meet with a more fa- Mawox.
vourable reception, he accompanied it with &8™ 829,
magnificent prefents. His letter was couched

in thefe terms : '

- Mamon, grand emir and prihcc of the
" Arabians, to Michael, emperor of the
Chriftians.

" <« Tt was my intention to have paid you

a friendly vifit ;- but as the grandeur of my
ftation, and the nature of my people, will

not permit me to undertake it; I defire you

- will fend to me the moft learned philofopher -

Lo, that I may profit by his inftructions in

the ftudy of the fciences, of which I am a
paffionate admirer, Let not the difference

in our religions prevent you, for I-afk him

. as a friend: on that confideration I will
maintain a perpetual peace with you, and

.will fend you one thoufand byzants of gold

to indemnify you for.the expence of the laft
,campaign*.” )

~ The emperor paid not the leaft regard Expedition
“cither to the intreaties ‘or offers of the Caliph, 2gtinft the
‘but_returned an evafive anfwer; at which
Mamon was fo piqued, that he took up arms

and entered the provinces of the empire :

but this expedition was foon ended'; he only

* Mamon probably -meant the war which Thomas had
commenced againft Michael, and in which the Saracensferved
_as ayxiliary troops. .
7 Loa feized



r48
Manmoxn.
Heégyra 214.
Ch. zr. 829.

Hegyra z1s.
Ch. ar. 830.

The HISTORY of

" feized fomse of the firongeft frontier ‘places,

and'went to .pafs the winter at Damatcus.

The prefence of the fovercign st that city
was become abfolutely neceflary for the put-
ting an end to fome difturbances which had,
arifen there. Mamon foon quelled thedifor-
der, :and pafied the remainder of theunplea-
fant feafon in enjoying thattranguillity, which,
by his wife regulations, was again eftablithed
in‘the ‘capital-of 'his -empire. '

The next yearhe renewed:the waragainft
the Grecks. ‘Michael ‘the ‘tammerer no
Jonger pdffefled the ‘throne ; %he died -dbout
that -time at Conftantinopte, and Theophi-
lus’his fon, ‘whom he ‘had affociated to‘the
‘empire ‘in 'his life-time, -fucceeded 'to the
crown. Advice was 'brought ‘to Damafcus, .
that -eithrer ‘by - that *prince's-orters or-other-
~wife, ‘they had-put’to the'fword near fixteen
‘hundred. men-in “the frontier towns “belong-
‘ingito'the muffulran empire. ‘NMamon, en-
‘raged at'thenr-crrelty, again-ardifed overinto
Greece with his troops, and added:new con-

.. «quefts to thofe he had made the preceding

year : .he afterwards formed two large de-
‘tachments, the firlt commanded ‘by his bro-
‘ther Motaffem, and the’latter by one of his
.general officers, who marched into different
,‘}(a;trts,. and committed great .ravages ‘in the
recian'territories. o
- After .thefe expeditions, which were. per-
.formed -with :the greateft rapidity, the «two
.commanders rejoined the main anny“:'hﬁh
cir
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their detachments, and the, Caliph, contented Mamor.
with his prefent advantages, was unwilling Hegyra z1s.
to puth them any farther., He returned to © =~ %%
Damafcus, whese he ordained 3 general faft,
Krcpara_tory to a feflival of his church, which
e celebrated with. great folemnity.

In a thort time he went into Egypt on ac- Hegyra 216,
count of a letter, by which he was informed ™ =~ 83*-
that an immenfe treafure was hid under two They difeover
columns in a_place which was defcribed to§ Fm
him: this information was fent in. confe- the fecond.
quence of what had been alledged by fome
perfons of veracity, who declared, that, to
theic knowledge, Merwan the fecond of that
name, and the lkaft Caliph of the houfe of
Omamiyah, had caufed fome very ponderous
chefls ta be buried in that.[ﬁc; and that
fhortly after his death, they had again put
othess under-ground, which they could not
do fo fecretly as to prevent its being difco~
vesed ; but that no fearch had been fince
made in that place, and therefore it was to
be prefumed things remained in the fame
condition. . »

Maman therefore went into Egypt, that
he might be prefent at the opening of the
treafure in queftion : he caufed them to dig
in the place where the twa columns ftood ;
and having worked a thort time they found
{everal coffers, which contsined a great quan-
tity of jewels of all kinds, rich furniture, and
a large quantity of money : there was one
amongft the reft filled with linen, which was
4 L3’ extremely
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extremely fine; Mamon being defirous to
know what it was, they took it out piece by
piece, dnd they found it confifted of fhirts,
the cuffs of which were extremely foul.

~ TheCaliph furprifed at fuch a fight, afked
if no perfon could be found to tel him the
reafon of it; and fdon, an old officer, whofe
father had ferved under Merwan, appeared,
and gave him the information he defired:
He told Mamon, that Mcrwan, who was ex-
tremely voracious, was very fond of lamb,
and above all loved the kidney, and there«
fore a whole roafted 1amb was, by his order,

often brought to his table ; that fo foon as it

was fet down, the Caliph ufed to wrap up his
hand ifi the fleeve of his fhirt, and plunging
his afmi into the body of the lamb, t6 tear out
the kidnéy, which he eat 1mmcd1ate1y that.
he then- put on another fthirt, and'that the
foul linen was laid by to be no more ufed,
which had occafioned the heap they found,
and which a&ually amountcd to ten thoufand
thirts. "~

Mamon, who was bcforc ngnorant of this
anecdote, wis amazed at fuch a piece of fin-
gulant he apﬁ lied all the mbney, jewels
and furmturc, to his own ufe. Asto the linen,
he made a prcfent of it to the oﬁiccr who

‘had acquainted him with Merwan’s manner

of living.

The Caliph foon returned to Damafcus
whence he fhortly departed to march out
agamﬁ the Greeks, who had raifed ap arhy .

wu;h
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with a view to recover the places they had Mawon.
lof} the preceding year. Mamon arrived very Hegyra 217.
opportunely to render their defign abortive, & =832
and took fuch prudent meafures, that he pre-
vented the emperor from advancing fo far as
he propofed ; as for the reft, no confiderable
advantages were %?Md on cither fide.

At the time Mamon was oppofing the Divifionof the
encmies of the ftate, the fciences which he m‘;‘*}‘cﬁ“;:l
had put on fo good a footing in his capital, religious fets.
continued to make a very great progrefs ; but
in time divifions unfortunately arofe amongft
the learned. Thefe difputes were commonly
attributed to Ariftotle’s philofophy, of which
- the Arabians were very fond ; they ftudied
with equal eagernefs and delight the empty
fubtilties of the logick and metaphyficks of
that philofopher. Many uncommon quef-
tions now arofe, which being debated with
great warmth by men of djfterent opiniqns, -
foo‘r;’gav‘e rife to as many different feCts.

ithout entering into a minute account of
thefe queflions, it may- fuffice to mention
fuch of them as then made the moft noife ;
for example, one queftion was, Whether
fuch men as profefled Muffulmanifin, and
committed heinous fins, thould be deemed
of the faithfyl or not ? Some declared for the
affirmatiye, others for the negative, and their .
difputes rqn fo high, that they were many
times on the point of coming to blows. =

Another difpute, equally important, arofe
touching the attributes of God: fome of

' L 4 them
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‘them maintained, that the attibiites of the

divinity were diftinét frotri his effence; othéry
afferted, that by fepardting thém Froni his ef-
fenice, he would be deprived of his orfta~
irents : many other quéftions alfo were de-
bated, as, Whether %od krew through his
knowledge ot through his effence # Whether
his word was éternal and uncreated ? If what
he did for human creatutes was always the
mioft ekpedient for them P Whethiér fin de-
ftroyed faith ? or, If that virtue could fubfift
without good works ? in 1 totd, by the help
of fubtilizing, thany diffeterit opinions arofe,
which ptoduced vatious f¢éts, whofe doétririe
was, by fo much the more difficult to be un-
de , as the doGots for the thoft pirt did
hot comptrehend it themlelves,

But the fect which was then held in the
resteft replite, was that of the Motazeli*.
t was of more than ore hundred years ftand-

ing amongft the Muffulmen ; however, the

¢ The Boétrine of the Mdtheeli condiited in the following
points, (aémrqin;rto Mr-.Baﬁlplg‘e. 3 French .Wriﬂ_er.;% his
Hiftoire des Juifs, ,onteV;) Firft, :\Qv held that theattributes
of God dight ot to be feparated from hiseffence, Secdhd-
K’e They believed, as did alfo all the followers. of Alj, that
Koran :z’s ‘created, and confequently was pot eternal.
They cﬁz‘ ffertéd, that th:(ﬂrabxans were able to hayewrote
4s exed };Bdak‘aéthl_orlﬂ,ﬂ'th%yﬂidﬂ\b&gh%ﬁtd?
indergileg it. _ Thirdly, Thby tadght that faith js not de-
froyed; but'that, howeyer, the ?g;\e of Faithful cannat be
given to fach as commit hetious offentes. -Fourthly, They
maintained, that God has only. a general inflaence over the
altions of man; that he abfolutely leaves him to his own free
;:m{s afid from therice ¢ merits cither reivards or pumith-
ents. .

increafs
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incteafe of it had been greatly prevented by Mawow,
the frequenit wars, both foreign and iriteftie, Hegyra 217,
i which the Muffuliren had been engaged. O 2852
The tranquillity which the ftate had enjoyed
frott the time Marion began to teign, afe
forded tb thofe fetdties 2 éia: opportunity of
propagating thelt doftritie ; and when they
wert in 4 tonditloh of proping it up by the
etpty fubtilties which they drew ftom the
* fogick and ietaphyficks of Ariftotle, they
foon gained an iriteti® iumber of followa
ets, 4t the head of whortt appeared the Ca-
fiph, and, aftet his example, moft of the
chief petfonages athongft the Arabians.
Such of the Muflulmen as pretended t0 That fiep
. great devotion, wete highly offended at the cxufé smer.
Caliph’s behaviour ; they openly blamed him ™" &
for havirig been fo ready to bring into his do~
“miniohs learriéd men and the fciences, which
they looked upon to be the chicf authors of
all the difputes that had arifen in matters of
religion : this induced Takiddin, an Arabian
writer, to fay, that God would infallibly pu-
nith the Caliph Mamon, for having inter-
rupted the devotion of the Muffulmen, by
the introdu&tion of philofophical ftudies 4-. _
" The muriturs which arofe amongft the The Caliph
Mouffulinen, on account of thefe difcuffions ghblitea .
Rt i, By Pobphi. neodasi Miban
. pietatem interpellaverit, - .
Pakiokis siot, 1 fpetim. Fi, Arsbum.

of
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- of points of doGrine, greatly perplexed the

Caliph ; he was touched at the accufation of,
‘having altered the dorine of the prophet ;
and in the heighth of his concern, he re-
folved to take fpeedy and effetual meafures
to put an end to fo difadvantageous a report.
Some authors affirm, that he eretted a End
of inquifition to oblige all his fubjeds, of
what fe& foever they were, to profefs Muf-
fulmanifm ; but he foon perceived, that morg
harm than good would refult from fuch an
cftablithment, and that befides it woyld in-
fallibly drive away the literati, who would
not fubmit to be canftrained in their manner
. of thinking.

-If fuch an ingpifition was ever eﬁabhfhed
its power was of no long duration ; -for we
find that the Chnihans, who mutft havc been
the chief objects of the inquiry of fuch a

‘tribunal, as they were the moft inveteratg

enemies to Muﬁ'ulmamfm, remained, how-
ever,undifturbed at Bagdat and Damafcus, and
other great cities, where they had churches.
We learn from hiftory, that a prelatc, pamed
Monk, ‘who was patnarch ‘of the Jaco-
bites at Alexandria, dying in the reign of

- - Mamon, another perfon was chofen t6 fuct

_ceed him, who was by no means mtcrrupted
- in the fteps he took for the prometion of the
chriftian religion: he caufed feveral churches

to be rebuilt, and fome monafteries to be

repaired, which were foon filled with proper
inhabitants,
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- nhabitants, without the leaft oppofition from Mamox, - -
the Caliph. ‘ : Hegyra 218,
That prince, probably refleting on the Ch. =r.833. .
fatal oon(Pc,qucnces which perfecution always He tolerates
produces, refolved to wink at the guarrels g differeat -
amongft the different fects, and prudently to -
avoid ufing rigorous means, which only ferve
* to inflame matters, and increafe the number
of the difobedient ; befides, by talerating
different ‘fects, he prevented the ftate from
perceiving their divifions ; and by his mode-
rate condu@ he fucceeded to his with. In
refpect to himfelf, he was far from remain-
ing indifferent as to the tenets of all the par-
ties; and as he had already thewn a ftrong
inclination to the do&rine of the Motazels,
{o he profefled it till his death.
The rigorous Muflulmen could never for-
give Mamon, for thewing fo much modera-
tion at a time they withed to fee fire and
fword employed, to eradicate a doétrine which
offended their tender confciences; but they
were not fo imprudent as to attempt to ftir
up the people againft that prince. He was
fo beloved by his fubjects, and fo well de- -
ferved 'their affeGtions, that the mifchief they
‘had aimed at him would have fallen on their
own heads. - .
The difputes about do&rine were fufpend-
¢d by fome new motions which were made
by the Greeks..” The emperor Theophilus
had raifed anather army,and advanced to the
frontiers of the muffulman dominions, in
L ' "~ hopes
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Mamer. hopes of fucceeding in the defign. whick
Hegyre 219. had failed him the preceding year.
Ch.ar.83%  So foon as the Caliph received intetligence
TheGreeka of that prince’s march, he caufed a body of
,.Pm::,} troops to file off towards the frontiers, and
arebesten and fhortly went to take the command of his
pofed  gemy.  This campaign was alfo fatal to the
Grecians ; the emperor Theophilus was re-
pulfed, and forced to return to his own terri~
tories : Mamon warmly purfued himy, and
took feveral confiderable places from that
emperor, carrying away with him an m-
meg:'c booty, andga greZt number of prido-
ners. :

After this expedition, he caufed his troops
to march into quarters of refrethment mgﬁ:’-
cia; and fo foon as they were well recovered
from their fatigue, he fent them to the capi-
ta) ; but the fatal moment was at hand which
was to put an end to his life; for that prince,
who was far from being advanced in years,

. 'and who feemed to enjoy perfeét health, was
ftruck almoft fuddenly by the hand of death,
in the very place he chofe to refrefh and di-
vert himfelf after his fatigues. :
Mamon’s Hiftorians relate, that Mamen riding one
death. day with Motaffem his beother, and fome of
his favourites, in the pleafant ficlds of Cili-
<ia, came tothe banks of a river, whofe cool
and limpid waters invited him to wath his
feet; he therefore alighted, with his atten~
dants, by the river-fide, and fitting on its
banks he put his feet into the water ; having
- continued
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eontinued there fome time, he had4n inclina- Mauos.
tion to eat, :and feemed to be partioularly de- Hegym 218
firous of getting fome dates of Azad, 2 place - =831
remarkable for that kind of fruit. His-offi-

. cers were at a great lofs to know how to gra~

tify. his inclinations, when, by accident, an
opportunity offered: one of the Calip’s

train efpying ‘at 2 diftance a great number of

camels, -loaded with merchandize, ‘went wp

¢o the mafter of them, who happened to

have fcveralﬁl:dkcltlsé{uﬂ of the fincft ‘e'l:“tcgsi;

he bought the whale quantity and :br

them to the Caliph, who beftowod a part of

ghem on all his attendants.

As he-was extremely fond.of dates, he.cat
«of ithem ito excels; and having .nathing te
drink but the water of the.river.on the banks
iof ;which he then ftood, he drank of it with
ahe greater .pleafare as the water was cool,
«and the weather hot. :

- But he foon paid very dearfor his gratifi~
cation. The dates, which are naturally very
thard ‘of digeftion, gave him a violent pain
.invthe fltomach; .a i:v:tr;mnﬁl?;, angingcreafed
1ito fuch a ce, is life was dm‘
of. /As };‘:g,ms :thoroughly fenfible of his
«anger, -he immediately toak meafizres o
‘fecure the . -of his dominions :by :ap-
\pointing a:fucceffor,. or.rather by confirming
‘the choice which Haroun-al-Rathid this:fa-
ither had folemnly made. He therefore: fent
«circular letters toall the provinces of the-em-
«pire,requiring themafter: hisﬂcuhtonck?%m-

1 . edge
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“ledge his brother Motaflem, as lawful fove-

reign of the whole muffulman ftate. The
refpect he bore to the memory of his father;
induced him to make that nomination inftead
of appointing’ his own fon Abbas, to whom
many of his courtiers advifed him to leave
the crown. : oL T
~ Itis impoffible to exprefs the grief the
people felt, on hearing thit the. prince vifibly
declined, and was on the point of giving up
the ghoft. This piece of news: threw all the
‘provinces ‘wherein it was. fpread into the ut-
‘moft confternation ; but. nothing ever equal-
led the concern of fuch as were-about his
perfon : he gave them, even to his laft mo-
‘ments, plain proofs of the fame goodnefs and
affe¢tion, which he-had fo manifeftly thewn
through the wholé courfe. of his life; -and
after having ftruggled a long' time with his
diftemper, he died uttering thefe words: « Q
thou that doft not die, Supreme being, have
mercy on a poor dying man.” -~ -

Hischarafter.  Such was the end of a prince, who, from

the concurrent teftimony of: hiftorians, ' was
the moft accomplithed of all fovereigns, and
equally commendable for the {weetnefs. of
his. difpofition, and -the prudence -of . his
condut. He fhone equally bright in the

- cabinet, and in the field; but his glory

‘was raifed to the higheft 'pitch, by the
-ceafelefs ‘regard he fhewed to letters and

learned men; whom he ever honoured with

-his protection. Some of his predéceflors had,

indeed,
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indeed, as we have already obferved, at- Mauox.
tempted to introduce the fciences amongft Hegyrazi8.
the Arabians, and had in fome meafure fuc~ & 833-
ceeded ; but in the days of Mamon they ap-
peared with full luftre, and took fuch deep
root, as to remain with dignity during the
reign of his fucceflors. , o

The fuccefs of this important undertaking
was owing to the example which Mamon
himfelf fet to his fubjects. When that prince
had invited men of learning into his domi-
nions, he not only exhorted his fubjetts to
go and receive inftructions from their lec-
tures, but he was alfo one of the firft to
frequent the fchools which he himfelf had
founded ; and he gave in the fequel un-
doubted proofs of the progrefs-he had made
in the moft abftrufe fciences, by drawing
up with his own hand aftrenomical tables,
which are highly efteemed for the exact-
nefs of their calculations . :

Itis not faid why the body of that princ
was not carried to Bagdat to be interred there.
It is wonderful that the capital, which
through the pains he had taken, was become
the center of the fciences, politenefs, and
true tafte, did not earneftly fue to have his
remains depofited within its walls ; but it does
‘not appear that the leaft attempt of that kind
-was made, and Mamon’s corpfe was buried
- at Tarfus, one of the principal cities of Cili-
‘cia, a province where that prince halted to
refrefh his troops. It
" 7 4 Vide Choix des Etudes, par PAbbé Fleuri.
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from El Makin, that the bu~
rial omon at Tarfys was looked on by
fome as a mark of reprobagion, This suthor
cites to that purpofe, 2 paflage of 23 A.:ahx;m
poet, couched in thefe terms : < Behold the
ftars are weary of Mamon agd his reprobate
reign ; they have left his bedy 3t Tarfus, as
they left his father’s at Thous.” Thefe verfes
were probably. compofed by {ome of thofe
wery devout Muglulmep, who wre offended
at the taleration the Caliph had graated o
the various fects which arofe in his doqp
nions, or were difgufted at his p@her

,th‘hc (;lo&tmc of the Motazeli till the tims ¢ of

s death
This pnncc, fays the fame El Makin, was

of a middle ﬁaturc, his features handfome,
and his complexion vecy fair, hut his fage
was.a little covcrpd with pimples. He Jived
forty-cight years, of which e reigned twen,
ty.  He left a fon pamed 4Abbas, of whom
mention will be,made in tlwfqllmmgmzn

M OTASGSEM
The TWENTY-SEVENTH CALIPH.

OTASSEM, fimped Billah, that
'the is, Sovereign by thegrace of God, was

. of Harounnal-Rafhid, .and \brother

‘of Amip and Mamon, the two laft Caliphs.

Thag
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That prince was folemnly proclaimed at Morassex.
Tarfus in Cilicia, without the leaft oppofi- Hegyra 218,
tion, except from a few foldiers who tumul- b = 833-
tuoufly demanded, that Abbas, the fon of
. Mamon, might be Caliph; but this noife
was foon filenced by the acclamations of the
troops in general, who acknowledged Mo-
taflem to be their fovereign. Abbas was
not difpleafed to be propofed to fucceed his
father ; but as he was of a mild and peace-
able d1fpoﬁt10n, and as he was apprehenfive
they made ufe of his name, with no other
view than to raife a fedition in the ftate, he
took fuch meafures as he thought the moft
eﬁ'cétual to prevent any fuch accident.
: after the Caliph’s proclamation, Abbas, the
Abbas embled his fnends, and the chlef;g;ff&{:,
of fuch as he knew were devoted to him : allegiance w0
he intreated them to accompany him to the him-
palace, without informing them of his de-
fign. The greateft part of them imagining
that Abbas, urged on by ambitious views,
' would endeavour to ftrike fome bold ftroke,
in the performance whereof he might ftand
in need of their countenance and affiftance,
came at the-appointed time, being feverally
well armed, and ready for allevents; but they
were undeceived, when having followed Ab-
bas to the palace, they faw him fall at the Ca-
hph his uncle’s feet, and take the oath of alle-
giance to him : the young prince then raifing
himfelf from his humble pofture, turned to
his attendants, and faid to them with a loud
Vou. IIL. M voice,
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voice, “ You fee that I'have refigned up to
Motaflem all my right and title to the throne;
follow my example, and let it be our future
duty to obey him.” Abbas gained great
honour by fo noble and difinterefted a ftep ;
and it would have been well for him, if in
the fequel he had ated with the fame mo-
deration. '

Reafonswhich  Motaflem having tarried as long a time at

induce the Ca-

liph to quit
Bagdat.

Hegyra 219, -

Ch. zr. 834.

Tarfus as was neceflary for his inauguration,
departed at the head of his troops, and came
to Bagdat, where he was likewife proclaim-
ed Caliph: he made no long ftay in that
city. From the moment his brother died,
fome of the courtiers had. endeavoured to
prejudice him againft the inhabitants of Bag-

- dat, by reprefenting them as a fet of faGtious

turbulent men, fond of novelty, and always
ready to countenance plots and fedition:
they mentioned the depofition of Amin, and
the proclaiming of Ibrahim ; probably their

“difputes on mattersof religion were not for-

got; in fhort, they {o:often repeated and
enforced the charater they gave of the men
of Bagdat, that Motaffem refolved to quit
the city, and fix elfewhere the feat of his
empire. ‘

Khondemir gives another reafon for the
diflike which the Caliph took to Bagdat.
‘This author relates, that Motaffem took a
fancy to young Turkith flaves, and bought
a great number of them, of which he formed
a fine bady of - troops, who, in‘a fhort time,
oL . . ..o Blled
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filled the whole capital. Thofe young fol- Morassex.
diers, finding they were countenanced by Hegyraz1g.
the Caliph, became infolent, and commit- Ch. =r. 834-
ted great diforders in Bagdat. The inhabi-

tants complained of their ill behaviour : fair

promifes were made to them, but not the

leaft ftep was taken to put a ftop to the ar-

rogance of the young Turks: at laft, after
repeated and ineffectual complaints, the in-
habitants threatened to right themfelves by

force; and it actually appeared they were
preparing to take up arms to punifth the in-

folent foldiery.

The Caliph, who was very fond of his He builds Sa-
new troops, refolved to fecure them from masath.
the attempts of the inhabitants of Bagdat,
by abandoning that city, and founding a
new one, which he propofed to make the
place of his ufual refidence. For this pur-
pofe he chofe Cathoul, lying about ten or
twelve leagues from Bagdat; there he laid
the foundations of his new city, the plan of
which he drew with his own hand, and or-
dered it to be called Samarath. In the cen-
ter of the ground defigned for that city, a
very extenfive {pot of land was fet apart,
whereon he propofed to ere@ his palace; and -
as it was his defign that it fhould overlook
the whole town, he contrived a very un-
common method to raife the ground he pro-
pofed tobuild on, to a due height.

It was a cuftom amongft the Arabians to

hang bags at the heads of: their horfes, and
o M2 other
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Morassen. other beafts of burthen, wherein they puta
Hegyra219. due provifion of oats, when they fet out on
Ch.zr. 834 3 journey. The Caliph ordered them to fill
the bags belonging to all his horfes with
earth, and bring them to the middle of Sama-
rath ; this operation having been often per-
formed, a fufficient quantity of earth was
foon procured to raife the ground to the pro-
. pofed height ; for it muft be obferved, that
Motaflem, who wasia great admirer of
horfes, had continually an infinite number of
them : fome hiftortans make them amount
even to an hundred and thirty thoufand.
However, when the ground was properly
raifed, he caufed a magnificent building to
be ete@ted on the eminence, which had in
- the lower floor a faloon open on all fides,
fupported by marble columns of admirable
workmanfhip : he alfo ordered fine and {pa-
cious ftables to be erected, which for beauty
of architeCture, foon made as fine an ap-
pearance as the Caliph’s palace.
. Hegyrazzo.  Whilft Motaflem was employed in exe-
Ch. =r- 835 cuting the plan of his new city, he was in-
evolt inber- formed that a great revolt had happened in
Babek.  Perfia, in which the cities of Ifpahan and
Hamadan, the two principal places in the
province, were concerned. The ftorm be-
gan to extend itfelf even into Perfian Irak,
and the chief commander of the rebels was
then quartered with his troops in Aderbijan,
of which province he was a native.

This
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This rebel was called Babek, and he af- Morasse.
‘fumed the firname of Horremi, or Hor-Hegyra 220.
remdin, that is, according to d’Herbelot, Ch. =r. 835-
¢ ‘The Author, or, the Profeffor of a religion
of joy and pleafure :” and indeed, he preach-
ed up only fenfuality : in other refpeéts, he
did not follow any of the fe&s that had al-
ready appeared amongft the Muffulmen : he
began to propagate his doCtrine in the reign
of the preceding Caliph. That prince even
fent a body of treops againft him, to bring
him under fubjection ; butBabek, who knew
how to gain advantages, knew alfo how to
maintain them; he defeated Mamon’s troops,
and flew the Caliph’s general with his own
hand. :

This victory rendered him more enter-
prifing : he extended his forces into the pro-
vinces of Perfia, added great numbers to
his party, and at laft fixed his quarters in
Aderbijan, where he had full time to fortify
himfelf ; for Mamon having been obliged to
march out againft the Greeks, and happen-
ing to die foon after that expedition, they
gave over the thoughts of putting in execu~
tion the defign he had formed of attacking
that rebel on his return.

Motaflem himfelf for a while concealed
his refentment againft Babek ; but when he
received advice, that the number of the re-
bels was ‘daily augmented, he thought it
high time to make preparations to fubdue
them ; he therefore fet on foot a confider-

- M3 able
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able army, of which he gave the command

to Haidar-ebn-Kaous, firnamed Affchin.
This gencral was by birth a Turk ; he was
brought in the condition of a flave to the
Caliph’s court ; and having diftinguithed
himfelf for his fuperior talents and merit,
the prince readily appointed him general in
chief on the expedition againft the rebels.

The general began his march for Ader-

~ bijan, and entered the province without the

leaft oppofition from Babek, who kept clofe
within his fortifications. Affchin therefore
eafily “took "poffeflion of fome caftles, at
which the enemy were not uneafy, becaufe
they had taken the precaution entirely to
difmantle them; but Motaflem’s general
forefeeing the great ufe he might make of
thofe places, by putting them intoa pofture
of defence, immediately fet about repairing
the fortifications : he was not hafty to attack
Babek, concluding he thould be able to fall
on himwith greater profpect of fuccefs,when
he fhould have in his rear fo many ftrong
places to cover his march back, or which
might at leaft ferve him as a place of re-
treat, in cafe the fortune of war thould be
adverfe to him; befides, in putting ftrong
garrifons into thofe fortreffes, the enemy
would be greatly ftreightened and kept in
awe. ‘ ’

Babek, who trufted entirely to his forces,
fuffered Affchin to carry on the works with-
out giving him the leaft interruption; fo that
C . - a
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a lorig time pafled before any enterprize was Morassea.,
undertaken on ecither fide; but fo foon as Hegyrazz1.
the fortifications were completed Affchin ©h-=- 836
made preparations to march up to the ene-
my : he therefore quitted the hills, and en-
camped in a fpacious plain near a town called
Afhak: h

The rebels, who were not in the leaft
alarmed at this ftep, alfo put themfelves in
motion ; and Babek boldly advanced, and
even oﬁ'ercd battle. Affchin, who was very
defirous of coming to blows, acceptcd the
challenge : the fignal was foon given on both
fides, and a bloody action enfued, which
‘'was maintained by both parties with un-
common intrepidity.

Babek, who had been fuccefsful in cvcry
encounter he engaged in from the beginning
of his revolt, was furprifed to find with
what great boldnefs Motaflem’s troops re-
pelled all his attacks ; but he was much more
amazed, when the brave Affchin, animating
his foldiers both by his words and his exam~
ple, marched up at the head of a body of
choice troops, fell on him with great fury,
and broke all that oppofed him. This vio-
lent attack caufed the rebels to give ground ;
Babek vainly endeavoured to fupport them,
for they foon left their ranks and were totally
routed : the chief finding all wasloft, quit-
ted the field of battle, and rode full fpeed
to Mogan, where he halted to colle& the

broken remains of hisarmy.
‘M 4 'ThiS
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This blow did not totally difcourage him;
for having been joined by a great number of
his troops, who, notwithftanding their de-
feat, . feemed refolutely bent to continue the
rebellion at all hazards, he retreated with
them to the Gordian mountains, where he
thought he thould be able to recover his lof-
fes, and to remain with fecurity, by means
of the forts he -had eretted to guard the paf-
fes of thofe mountains : but the a&tive and
vigilant Affchin did not give him time ; he
purfued him clofely, and fo harrafled him,
that, {pight of all Babek’s care, he had like
to have fallen into his hands.

This purfuit was attended with great diffi-
culties; efpecially when Affchin came to the
entrance of the Gordian mountains, all
things confpired to ftop up the pafiages : the
garrifons of the forts cut off his provifions
they laid ambufcades, by meansof which they
killed a great number of men, and often
beat up his quarters : however, that intre-

" pid general furmounted all thofe difficulties,

He befieges
him in Caba-

by his experience, his courage, and his pa-
tience ; by degrees he made himfelf mafter
of feveral of the forts, and fo ftreightened
Babek, that he forced him to quit the field.
The rebel had now nothing left but to go
and fhut himfelf up in the cafle of Caba-
deg, which was very ftrong, and provided
with all neceffaries to make a long defence.
Affchin was pleafed with the news; he then
thought himfelf fure of his prey, and march-
2

ing
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ing forthwith to Cabadeg, he invefted the Motassaw.
fortrefs. He foon began his approaches, and Hegyrasai.
Babek made ufe of all poffible means to re~ b= #6.
tard them : the fiege was carried on in form,

and the caftle was bravely defended; but

Affchin daily gaining fome advantage, at

laft made a general aflault, and carried the

place. . ‘

His chief object was the taking of Babek ;
all his-views were turned towards that rebel.
When he entered Cabadeg, he commanded
that he fhould be fought after and brought
before him ; but to his great difappointment
he found, that he had made his efcape on
the eve of the laft attack, with one of his
brothers named Abdallah, and had left all
at the mercy of the conqueror.
~ The general was highly grieved at Babek’s

efcape.  He fent out meflengers into all
parts to enquire after him, and at laft, by
dint of enquiry, he found out where he was :
that rebel had retired to the frontiers of Ar-
‘menia ; he propofed to go farther to avoid a
purfuit, but the governor of one of the fron-
tier places, having offered him an afylum,
Babek thought he might fafely accept it, as
the place belonged to the Grecian emperor ;
and he therefore had no room to fear that
Affchin would attempt to take him thence
by force : however, his retreat to that place
proved his deftru@ion. It is not faid, whe-
ther the governor invited him thither with a
view to betray him, or if he carried matters
to



170
MoTAassEm.

Hegyra 221.
Ch. ar. 836.

Babek accepts

R

The HISTORY of
to fuch extremities, only on account of Ba-
bek’s-infolent behaviour to him ; but how-
ever it was, the following is an -account of
what pafled on that occafion :

Sahal (for fo the governor was called)
having been informed that Babek had taken
thelter in his neighbourhood, went to him
and civilly offered him an afylum in the
city under his command. The rebel having
joyfully accepted the offer, Sahal lodged him
in the beft apartment of the caftle, and paid
him all the honours due to a fovereign ; Ba-
bek received them as if he had been really
a monarch; and when word was brought
that dinner was.on the table, he fhew-
ed great furprize to fee the governor fitdown
wii him: ¢« What I” faid he, with'a dif~
dainful look, ¢ dare you to place yourfelf
at my table without invitation ” Though
Sahal was piqued at this reproof, he con=
cealed his refentment; and affuming 2 re-
fpetful air, he arofe and faid toBabek, « In
truth, O great king, I was to blame, for
who am I, that I fhould be worthy to fit at
table with your majefty ” He then went
from the table, and privately ordered one of
his fervants to bring fettets forthwith ; his:
commands having been fpeedily obeyed, Sa-
hal approached Babek, and, in a jeering
ftrain, faid to him, ¢ Be pleafed, great king,
to put out your legs a little, that my fervant
may fix thefe fetters on them.” Babek vainly

: attempted
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attempted to refift ; Sahal was obeyed, and Morasseis.” -
the rebel thrown into prifon. '

The governor forthwith fent an exprefs Hegyra 222,
to Affchin to inform him of the event; he Ch. zer. 837.
alfo offered to give up Babek into his hands : He is deli-
the general, highly pleafed with the news, Yetelupto
accepted the governor's offer, and without ™"
delay fent a detachment of four thoufand
men under the command of a trufty officer,
who received the prifoner from Sahal, and
then conduced him to the Caliph.

It was matter of great fatisfaction to that His punih.
prince, to fee in his power the man who had ment
raifed fuch great combuftions in his domi-
nions; and he refolved to inflict fo fevere a
punithment on the rebel, as thould ferve
for a warning to all fuch as fhould be there-
after.inclined to oppofe the legal authority.

He was firft expofed to the view of the peo-
ple, being carried through feveral places
mounted on an elephant, his legs and arms
were then cut off, and finally, he was hang- -
ed on a gibbet.- His brother Abdallah hav-
ing been foon apprehended, they treated
him nearly in the fame manner, that they
might have no more to fear from a family
which had raifed fuch great diforders.

Scarce was this rebellion cruthed, when Hegyrazz2;.
the Caliph was forced to prepare another Ch-r:838.
army to face the Greeks, who again made Inroad of the
an inroad upon the muffulman territories. Grecks upon
The emperor Theophilus knowing that the tem-m,i&,
Caliph was employed in fubduing Babek aﬁ?
* : s
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Morasssu. his adhererits, feized that opportunity to
Hegyraz23. commit ravages on the frontiers of Motaf-
Ch.zr. 838. fm’s dominions, and had put all to fire and
fword in the places WhiCK he got into his

pofiefiion. , )
The Greeks ~ Motaflfem departed with all fpeed at the
wedefeated. head of his army, and marched againft the
Greeks, who retired on the news of his ap-
proach, carrying with' them an immenfe
booty which they had gained in the cities
they plundered. The Caliph warmly pur-
fued the Grecians, and came up with them
near Mopfuefte in Cilicia, where a bloody
ation enfued, in which the Greeks loft near
thirty thoufand men. This defeat put an end
to the campaign ; the routed troops of The-
ophilus found means to fave themfelves, and
Motaflem, contented with his victory, led

back his army to the capital.

Hegyrazz4.  That prince having gained fo fignal an
Ch.zr. 839. advantage over his enemy, was in hopes of
Confpiracy to tafting the fweets of repofe, or at leaft, that
Place Abbas he fhould have no other work upon his
in Motafley’s hands than to complete his new city ; but
ftead. he was fcarce returned to Samarath, when,
to his great grief, he heard that a confpiracy
was formed againft him, in which his moft
intimate friends were engaged. He found
~ that their defign was to take away his life,
in order to place on the throne Abbas his
nephew, the fame who had given fo re-
markable a proof of fubmiffion to him at
the time of his acceffion to the Caliphate,
' Hiftorians



the ARABIANS. 173

Hiftorians do not fay that Abbas was con- Morassex.
cerned in this plot; though it cannot, I Hﬁgym 224
think, be reafonably fuppofed that the authors — 739"
of it would have prefumed to contrive this

tragedy, without the ftrongeft affurances of

his acting a principal part in it.

The Caliph would not firft believe what

he was told of this confpiracy : he could not
fufpect the fidelity of Abbas, or the inte-
grity of the brave Afichin, to whom he had
" the higheft obligations ; however, that ge-
- neral was the chief of the confpirators, and
his colleague was another famous captain
named Afbah, and they were both the Ca-
liph’s chief favourites.

The Caliph behaved with all the pru-
dence requifite in fo nice an affair. He was
unwilling to ufe rigorous meafures with men
of fo well eftablithed a reputation, without
due proof of their intended crime; he there-
fore caufed all their actions to be carefully
enquired into, and foon unravelled the whole
intrigue. ‘

When he had no longer room to doubt of The confpirs-
the defigned treachery of fuch as had been 3 3¢ P*
accufed of having a hand in this confpiracy,
he iffued orders, in confequence of which
they were all apprehended at the fame time.

They foon confefled the treafon, and punith-
ment fpeedily followed : Abbas was confined
in a clofe prifon, where they gave him meat,
but he was denied the leaft drop of drink ;
the unhappy prince languithed for a:long
time in that manner, and at laft funk under .
that
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that new kind of punithment. As to Aff

Hegyra 224. chin, and his fecond, they were put to death

Ch. ar.839.

Hegyra 225.
Ch. zr. 840.

The Greeks
commit new

ravages.

immediately after their conviction : the body
of the former was hanged on the fame gib-
bet whereon the rebel Babiek flill retnained.

In a thort time it was difcovered, that Aff-
chin had never been a true Muflulman; and
that, although he had openly profefied the
Mahometan religion, he was, in reality, an
Heathen. They found in his houfe feveral
idols, and a number of . writings in fupport
of their worthip, and cenfuring the do&rige
of the prophet. The Caliph commanded
the books and idols to be brought forth, and
burned in the great {quare, together thh
the body of Affchin.

This affair ended, another arofe -which
obliged the Caliph to affemble an army with
the utmoft {peed, to march once more againft
the Greeks. The emperor Theophilus, in
hopes of wiping off the fhame of his laft
defeat, . appeared again in the muflulman ter-
ritories at the head of a ftrong army, and
committed greater devaftations than he had
done in any former expedition. “The Gre-~
cians treated the Muflulmen with the utmoft
cruelty : they took away their wives and
children, cut off the nofes and ears of fuch
as were’ able to bear arms, and committed
unheard of barbarities on the old and help-.

" lefs.

Motaflem trembled at thc account that
was brought him of what paﬁed on the fron-
X tiers 3
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tiers : however, he refolved to take fpeedy Morassem.
vengeance for fo inhuman a conduct; and Hegyrazzs.
though he delayed his departure for a thort C- & 840-
time, it was only:that he might be better
prepared to prevent the emperor from comn-

‘mitting any fuch infults for the future.

El Makin relates, that the firft knowledge
the Caliph had of the irruption of the Greeks
was from a dream. He thought he .faw an
Arabian woman of diftinction feized by the
. Grecians; that fhe implored his afhitance,
and cried out with a loud voice, ¢ Motaf-
fem ! come quickly, and help me!” Terri-
fied at the dream, he told it in the morning
to his courtiers ; and the fame day a courier
arrived with advice of. the inroad made by
Theophilus on his frontiers.

The Caliph fet out fo foon as the troops The Caliph
were ready : he advanced by long marches er Zabama
- till he approached the provinces of - the Gre-

. cian emperor ; and having given his army
- fome time to recover their fatigue, he went
at their. head to lay fiege to Zabatra. The
ftrong conceit he entertained, that the wo-
aman he faw in his dream was a prifoner in
that city, induced him to undertake the fiege
of this place preferably to any other. Tke
courage of the troops correfponding with
the  ardour of the prince, the works were,
carried on with amazing expedition ; in thort,
after feveral attacks, in which the Greeks
.defended themfelves with great bravery, the
place was carried by ftorm. -
.- On
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‘On this occafion a plain proof was given
of the ftri& difcipline which the Caliph had

-84 introduced amongft his troops. Though Za-

Hegyra 226.
Ch. ar. 841.

Amorium is
reduced to
afhes.

batra was taken by aflault, the foldiers only
took pofieffion of proper pofts to fecure it,
and did not commit the leaft diforder ; even
though it was well known the Caliph de-
figned to put all to fire and fword : but that
prince, whofe chief care was to find out the

muflulman woman he had feen in his dream, .

had iffued orders, that fo foon as the place
was taken, they fhould remain under arms,
without committing the leaft violence againft
any of the inhabitants, until he had difco-
vered what he fought for.

The woman was found in prifon ; thatis
to fay, feveral muflulmen women who were
confined there having been brought before
the Caliph, he pitched upon one of them
whom ke declared to be the perfon ; and fhe
acknowledged, that when the was feized by
the enemy the had implored his affiftance
with loud cries. The Caliph caufed her to be
fent to a place of fafety, with her companions,
and then left the place to the mercy of the
foldiers.

The city having been foon deftroyed, . the
Caliph marched to Amorium, a confiderable
town of Afia Minor, where he received fe-

veral large detachments, who were ordered

to join him at that place. For many days it
was battered with incredible fury ; the be-
ﬁcgcd made an obftinate refiftance, but the

town
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fown was taken by ftorm, and all the inha- Morassem.
bitants put to the fword. The Caliph caufed Hegyraz26.
the place to be fet on fire in feveral parts 5 b = 841-
and, though it was one of the faireft in the

Eaft, it was foon reduced to a heap of afhes

and ruins.

Motaflem vented his fury chiefly on Amo-
rium, becaufe it was the birth-place of the
emperor Theophilus. It feems as if its de-
ftruction had been the Caliph’s chief aim in
that campaign, for there all his forces joined ;
befides, he had caufed the word Amorium to
be engraved on the bucklers of all his foldiers,
to manifeft the refolution he had taken of fa-
crificing that place to his refentment againft

. Theophilus.

That prince was fo affeCted with grief at
the lofs, that he died in a fhort time, and
left the empire to his fon Michael, a young
prince of {mall hopes, and who was after-

“wards known only by the fhameful name
which he deferved on account of his excef-
fes : they called him Michael the Drunkard.

After the facking of Amorium, Motaffem
continued to beftow the fame treatment on
the Greeks as they had given to the Sara-
cens ; he laid wafte Phrygia, and retook all
the places on his frontier which the Chrif-
tians had deprived him of ; he then marched
into'Armenia, where he beat the Greeks in
feveral encounters, and Kkilled them more
than thirty thoufand men. =

~ Vor. IIL N After
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MoTasseum. After this CXpCditiOH, Motaflem retumed
Hegyra 326. to Samarath, there to enjoy the fruits of his
Ch. 2r. 841. yiGories; but his tranquillity was of very
Motafem is fhort duration, on account of the grief he
diordered In felt for the lofs of Salmanaraih his phyfician.
is mind, on . . . s
the death of 1 hat prince, who was a valetudinarian, and
Salmanaraih. probably much fubje& to the vapours, de-
* pended. greatly on Salmanaraih, who had
made himfelf fo well acquainted with the
Caliph’s confhitution, that by the help of fuch
a prudent regimen, as his art and experience
fuggefted to him, he had found means con~
ftantly to keep the Caliph in tolerable good
health.
. This phyfician being feized with a diftem-
per at the Caliph’s return, the apprehenfions
of lofing 2 man he fo highly valued, made
that prince fall fick alfo; and his malady
being increafed by his vapours, it was con-
Jjectured that if Salmaparaih fhould happen
to die, Motaffem would not long furvive
bhim: the phyfician actually died, and the
affliction the Caliph felt at his lofs, was fo
great as to diforder his fenfes. 'The obftina~
¢y with which he refufed to take any nou-
rithment during fome days, augmented his
indifpofition ; and they gave him over when
they faw a coffin brought into his apartment,
round which he ordered a number of lighted
tapers to be placed, and prayers to. be read
according to the ufage ameong the Chriftians,
Hegyra 227. Honain, an Arabian author, who declares
Ch.ar.842. he was a witnefs to the fa®, fays however,
that
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thiat the prince, in fome meafure, recovered Morassex.
~ bis fenfes. They even entertained hopes Hegyra 227.
that in timie his health might be perfe@ly re- Ch. 2r. 84z.
fored: but the phyfician that fucceeded Sal- yso, g,
manaraih, difdaining to follow the method of death.
his predeceflor, fell on a very different prac--
tice ; and the Caliph, with whom his medi- :
cines at firft agreed pretty well, on a fudden .
became dangeroufly ill, and, fpight of all af~
fiftance, died at Samarath, in the 227th year
of the Hegyrd, and about the 842d year of
the Chriftian Zra. -

‘Though this prince is defcribed to be of o His ainazing
tender a conftitution, yet he was prodigioufly frength.
ftrong. El Makin fays, he could lift from
. the ground fifteen or fixteen hundred weight,
and carry it feveral paces : his valour equalled
his ftrength ; of which he gave manifeft proofs
in the war he carried on againft the Greeks.

He was, like his predeceflor, a ftrict fol- His prejudice
Jower of the doctrine of the Motazeli, with { favour of
this difference however, that Mamon tole- )
rated all other fe&ts; but Motaflem was fo
ftrongly prejudiced in favour of their tenets,
that he perfecuted feveral men of note for
differing with him in opinion : amongft the
reft it is related, that a Muflulman, highly
efteerried for his merit and learning, having
taken the liberty to aflert, in Motaflem’s pre-
fence, that the Koran was uncreated, the
Caliph, who was of a contrary opinion,
¢aufed the dotor to be fo cruelly whipped
that he fainted away. S

. N 2 The



180 The HISTORY .,

MorTassem. The prejydice this prince had cntertamed

Hegyraz2z7. in favour of the party he fo ftrongly efpoufed,

Ch.@r.842. a5 far from being the effe@ of mature de-
liberation upon fuch fort of matters. Hifto-
rians agree he was very ignorant. El Makin
fays exprefsly, that he could fcarce write
his name : whereas Mamon, who was ve
learned, behaved with the utmoft mildnefs
and moderation to fuch as differed with him
on difputable points ; for he was wife enough
to difcover, that for the moft part it was not
worth while, for fuch fort of matters to trou-
ble men, who by their great merit and abi-
lities, were able to do him ﬁgnal fervices in
affairs of ftate.

A& of huma-  But in other affairs, where rchgxon was not
ijg’ t:f‘f’e';b)' in queftion, Motaflem always gave proofs
of the fame humanity and beneficence for

which the Abaffian princes have for the moft

-part been fo highly commended : as an ex-

- ample whereof, I thall cite a pa.{Tagc pre-

ferved by Abu’l Pharagius: Motaflem hunt-

ing one day loft his company ; he perceived

an old pcafant whofe afs, very heavily laden,

had fallen into a flough, and the old man

was at a great lofs how to get the beaft out

again. The Caliph, moved' to compafTion,

alighted from his horfe, and was about. to

aflift the peafant: though the countryman

did not know Motaflem, yet he judged from

the richpefs of. his drefs, that he muft be a

¥crfon of high diftinction ; he therefore de-

1rcd the Callph not to attempt to do him. 2

. . piece
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piece of fervice, in the performance of which Morasszu.”
he would inevitably fpoil his cloaths: but Hﬁgyra 227.
Motaffem, highly pleafed with an opportu- ™ =" 342
nity of affifting the diftrefled, bid him not
mind his drefs ; and as he was very ftrong;
he, in a trice took off the load which kept
down the poor afs in the mire: he alfo drew
the animal out, helped the owner to reload
it, and then mourted on horfeback.

The peafant, who was greatly affected at’
the. prince’s goodnefs, cried outwith tearsin
‘his eyes, ‘* Young man, I heartily pray that

God may profper all your undertakings.”
He was much more amazed, when, on the
arrival of Motaflem’s train, he found it was
to the Caliph himfelf he was indebted for
fo kind and feafonable a piece of fervice : he
therefore. fell at the Caliph’s feet, to pay his
obeifance to him ; and the prince added to
the favour he had already beftowed on him
a prefent of a confiderable fum of money.
So'admirable an inftance of humanity” and
generofity more loudly and effeCtually pro-
claims Motaflem’s praife, than all that can
be faid by writers in his commendation.

El Makin, -who-always defcribes the per-
fonof the prince whofe life he writes, fays,
That the Caliph was of a véry fair com-
ﬁlexion, that- his features were ‘handfome,

is hair light-coloured, his beard long, and
- that he was of a middling ftature.

They gave him the firname of Mottha-

men, becaufe the namber eight was to be
N 3 found
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found in almoft every circumftance of his

Hegyraszy. life. He was born in the eighth month of

Ch. zr. 842

A

* the year, and was the eighth prince of his

race, and the eighth Abaflian Caliph: he
afcended the throne in the eight hundred and
cighteenth year of the Hegyra; eight times
he commanded his troops in perfon ; he
reigned cight years eight months and eight
days ; he died in the forty-eighth year of his
age; he had eight fons and eight daughters ;
and he left in the treafury eight millions of
gold, and eighty millions of filver,

Of all the Caliph’s eight fons only twq
fucceeded him in the throne ; to wit, Wa-
thek-Billah, and Motawakel.

WATHEK-BILL AH,
. The TWENTY-EIGHTH CALIPH,

f HIS prince was called Haroun, after
: the name of his grandfather; but in
the fequel they gave him the name of Wa-
thek, and to this he added Billah, which
fignifies (as we have already faid) Sovereign

or Prince by the grace of God, or, He wi
is preferved by the grace of God. It will
appear that a long feries of Caliphs aflumed

that firname. . '

Wathek-Billah was proclaimed Caliph at
Samarath the very day. his father Motaflem
died. The order for his proclamation f\jvas
ent
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fent to Bagdat, where the Caliphate was Warsex.
unanimoufly confirmed to him. This prince Hegyraz2y.
imitated the example of Mamon his uncle, = 842
in the proteGion he granted to learned men,
and the favours he beftowed on fuch of them
as diftinguifhed themfelves in his domi-
nions.
- He alfo adhered to the fect of the Mota- Wathek de.
zeli: but, inftead of following the mild and glares for the
prudent conduct of Mamon, he cruelly pet- "
fecuted all fuch as refufed to fubfcribe to
the opinions he had embraced. »
It has already appeared, that the main
queftion then in debate was, Whether the
Koran was created or uncreated ; and indeed
itwas the modifh difpute. Asa good Mufful-
man a man muft have believed, or at leaft de-
<lared, that the Koran was uncreated ; this
- was the opinion of the moft devout Muflul-
men : but the Motazeli maintained the con-
trary; and the Caliph warmly efpoufing their
fide of the queftion, the courtiers, for the
moft part, and fuch as had expectations of
court-favours, became Motazeli : this was
an cafy change, as their maxim was to
<hime in with the opinion of the fovereign.
The contrary party was, however, the
shoft numerous, and they all joined in their
common fupport : encouraged by the indul-
gence which Mamon had thewn to them,
they openly inveighed againft the Motazeli.
Motaflem’s firmnefs had a little difordered
them ; however, they were not quite dif~
concerted, as they depended upon regain-
B N4 .. g
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Warnex.  ing credit under. a new government.. But
Hegyrazz7. Wathek from the very beginning of his reign
Ch.zr.842- onvinced them that no do@rine contrary

to that he followed, could be embraced
with fafety. v ,
There were however fome amongft thofe
bold méen, who being, either thoroughly per-
fuaded of the truth of the do¢trine they pro-
fefled, or perhaps, having no other means
to raife their charaters but by oppofing the
court, took a pride in {peaking freely, and
{preading maxims conformable to their man-
ner of thinking. :
Though Wathek was no ftranger to thefe
tranfactions, yet he- was unwilling to treat
the cabal with rigour. His forbearance
gave new courage to the refraltory ; aregu-

lar party was formed, and they appointed

chiefs, whom they honoured with the title of
Hafed; that is to fay, Confervators of the
traditions of the prophet, and confequently
profeffed enemies to the Motazeli.
Ig}fg)’fa 328- Several of thofe chiefs, who had connec-.
" #0543 tions at court, brought over to their party
They form 2 fome of the principal courtiers ; and at laft
league to de- 5 ]eague was formed, the chief object of
poie him. . -
which was of no lefs confequence than to

dethrone Wathek, and to raife in his ftead.

a celebrated doCtor of their party, called
Ahmed al Korai. ©~ - . -
Luckily for the Caliph the confpirators had
ermitted fome young men to engage in the
defign, who, through vanity, to let the world
know they were trufted in affairs of fuch
2 _ great

-,
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great importance, indifcreetly difcovered Warnex.
art of the fecret. The governor of Bagdat Hegyra 228

gaving been immediately informed of it, - =843

difpatched an exprefs without delay to Sama-

rath, and advifed the Caliph to be on his

guard; and in the interim he took proper

meafures to fecure the chief of the confpi-

rators, and particularly Ahmed, whom he

caufedtobeapprehended, and fentto Wathek,

loaded with chains.

When Ahmed was brought before Wa- The ring.

thek, the Caliph did not mention a word t;f;”
of the confpiracy ; he only examined him
touching the point of do€trine, which was the
chief caufe of the conteft. Ahmed fet out
with a prolix introductory preface, before
he declared his opinion, as to the matter in
queftion ; but the Caliph, who"did not ad-
mire long fpeeches, ftopped him in the be-
ginning of- his career, with this queftion,
« 'What he thought of the Koran?” that is
to fay, whether the book was created or
uncreated. Ahmed being then driven to a
neceflity of {peaking plainly, he declared he
could not believe that the Koran was
created. The Caliph hearing this anfwer,
made no reply, but drew forth his cymetar,
and cut off the do&or’s head. Thus ended
the conference, and the confpiracy was
inftantly diffipated.

So peremptory a conduét ftartled all fuch
as differed in opinion with the Caliph; and
no perfon being willing to fhare the fafmc

ate
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Warnex.  fate with Ahmed, all difputes on points of

Hegyra 229. doétrine were for a while fufpended.
Ch.'ar. 84 Arabian authors do not fay that Wathek
Irmuption of Was perfonally prefent at any military ex-
g::o pricriad pedition; however, in his reign the Mufful-
7 men made an irruption into Sicily, feized
the city of Meflina, which they plundered,
and carried off an infinite number of the
inhabitants into flavery. But thefe hoftilities
were committed by the Saracens of Africa,
who were under a fovereign, independent

. of the Caliph of Bagdat or Samarath.
Hegyra 230-  As to Wathek, he did not make war on
Ch."=r- 845 the Grecian emperor ; on the contrary, they
Exchange of entered into an accommodation, *by which
chritian and it was ftipulated, that an exchange fhould be
pifoners.  made of the prifoners on both fides taken in

the laft war. :

This exchange was made near the river
Lamefus, a league from the high road to
the city of Tarfus in Cilicia: the emperor
and the Caliph fent each their prifoners,
under the care of a general officer.  So foon
astheCaliph’s commuiffary fent out a chriftian
flave, the emperor’s officer returned a maho-
metan prifoner; and as they at the fame
time pafled the bridge, which was over the
above-named river, each of them repeated
a word, to fhew the religion he was of.
The chriftian parole was Kyrie Eleifon ;
the mahometan word Allah: but that alone
was not fufficient for the Mahometan to be

reccived with the reft of his countrymen.
The.
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The Caliph who was flill wedded to the Warnzx.
opinions of the Motazeli, had given orders Hegyn 230,
that each Mahometan fhould be required to =" $5°
give a particular account of his faith, before

he was exchanged : thus, befides faying the

word Allah, the commiffary obliged them

to declare their belief, whether the Koran

was created or not? His orders were to

reje@. all fuch as thould fay ‘the book was
uncreated, and to admit only thofe who, like -

the Caliph and the other Motazeli, thould

fay it was created. The number of flaves

releafed on this occafion amounted to about

four thoufand men, and about ﬁx hundred

women and children.

From this exchange till the time. of theé Hegyraz31.
Caliph’s death, which happened two years Ch. ar. 845.
afterwards, nothmg memorable occurred in
the muflulman empire. Wathek was feized
with a _dropfy, of which he languxfhcd 2
long time, and finally died.

Itisaflerted, thatthe diftemper arofe from
the excefles which the Caliph had been guilty
of from his youth. Addicted to women,
wine, and good chear, he always gave way
to his irregular defires ; and when his appetite
was blunted by a too frequcnt enjoymerit, he
ufed provocatives to fharpen it.

This bad cuftom, which could not avoid In 'g'cﬂczlm-
being attended with fatal confequences, ef- e Caliph,
feGtually ruined the prince’s conftitution, and a dropfy.
at Jaft he became dropfical ; he was then
obliged to have recourfe to phyfick, and made

enquiries
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Hegyra 231.
Ch. zr. 845.
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enquiries in all parts for a perfon capable of
undertaking his cure. A famous phyfician
of Nifabour undertook to reftore him to his
health ; thoughby avery uncommon method.
Having ineffeGtually employed all the fecrets
of his art, he attempted to cure him by per-
fpiration ; and as it was neceflary it fhould
be very copious to remove fo great a diforder,
he ordered the prince to be put into a lime-
kiln : without deubt he previoufly calculated
the exal degree of heat neceflary for his
defign. The Caliph finding himfelf eafed,
the remedy was daily repeated for fome time;

. and at laft the dropfy difappeared.

The phyfician, highly pleafed at the cure,

- took the liberty of informing Wathek, that

though he was now recovered from his dif~
order, yet he muft obferve a ftrick regimen,
or he would infallibly foon relapfe. The
Caliph appeared very conformable, and for
a while pun¢tually complied with the pre-
fcription. “

But the renewal of his health having alfo
given a new life to his former paffions, he
forgot the prefcribed regimen, and fell into
the fame excefles as had already brought him
fo near his end. And he was the more en-
couraged to gratify his darling appetites, as
he relied on the preditions of an aftrologer,
who having calculated his nativity, accord-
to 1fu't, afflured him he had fifty years more
to live.

A
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- A promife fo pleafing to a fenfual man, Warnex.
foon obliterated all thoughts of a regimcn, Hlegyra 232,
and the Caliph took the fame liberties as he S =" 34%-
had before done: but he foon felt the ill ef- De‘“" °fW“
fects of his excefles, and was obliged to apply
again to the fame remedy which had already
cured him. He was at firft much eafed by
the operation; but one day, after having been
in a profufe fweat, he was feized with a
fever, the very inftant he was put into his -
litter, in order to ‘be brought back to the
palace. They haftened their pace, that they
might the fooner carry him to his chamber;
but before they could reach it he was taken
fpeechlefs and fenfelefs ; and died, after
having reigned abouit five years.

El Makin differs a little in the account
he gives of this prince’s end. Wathek, fays
he; finding death was approaching, repeated
this verfe of an arabian poet:  Death is
common to all men : no man is exempt from
it, neither the king, nor the lowetft of his
fubjects.” He then was, by his own order,
taken out of bed, and laid on the bare floor,
without fo- much as a mattrefs under him,
and there lifting up his hands and eyes to
hcavcn, hecryedout: ¢ Great God! whofe
reign will endure for ever, thou who haft
fubjected kings and peafants to the firoke
of death, have mercy on a poor prince, whof'e
days are come to an end.”

According to the fame author,. Wathek
foon expu'ed and the courtiers inftantly

went
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Hegyra 232
Ch.zr.82,6
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went to pay their homage to the prince wito
was likely to.fucceed him. During this ftir,
Wathek’s body having been left without 4
perfon to watch it, a pole-cat, others fay a
lizard, got under the fheet that covered it;
and either {cratched out, or gnawed out the
eyes. This prince had a fair and lively com=
plexion, his beard was thick, his phyfiogs-
nomy handfome, and his look pleafing. (g;

. had a white fpot in his right eye, of a {quare

form, which feemed to fparkle with fire
when he was in wrath :. it is faid, that they
could not then bear to look en him.

If Wathek had not imprudently given
into the excefles which (hortened his days,
he might have acquired as much glory as tha
moft illuftrious o? his predeceflors; for hife
torians unanimoufly agree, that he was a
ﬁcrfcé’t mafter of the art of reigning. He

ad eftablifhed fuch good and wholefome
laws in his dominions, that not a beg,
was to be feen there: he founded hofpitals
for the old and infirm; and as to fuch poor ag
enjoyed their health and limbs, be obliged
them to work and earn their living.

Hewas, likeMamon, 4 protector of the arts
and{ciences, and gave many evidest proofs of
the progrefs he had made therein. He had
the reputation of being an excellent poet 3
he was equally fkilled in mufick, and com~
pofed many airs, which were highly efteemed.
by the moft eminent mafters, ‘

This prince left a fon called Mothadi,
-who afterwards attained the Caliphate.

MOTA=~



the ARABIANS. 39t

MOTAWAKEL-BILLAH. h}/;OTAWAllu .
egyrazjz.
The TWENTY-NINTH CALIPH. ©= %

Lthough the chief men of the ftate

had, for the moft part, waited on

Motawakel, in order to proclaim him Ca-

liph immediately after the death of Wa-

thek his brother, yet many obftacles were

to be removed before any thing could be
concluded on. .

A party arofe in behalf of Mothadi the & party is
fon of Wathek ; and they alledged, that as 5‘(’)’“"‘} "‘Mf_“
the young prince was heir to his father’s gadi,
fubftance, he ought alfo to be heir to the
Caliphate. The oipoﬁtion made by this
party, fufpended the proclamation for a
time ; and it was to be feared they would
have come to blows, if the Turkith militia
had not put an end to the difficulty, by
openly declaring for Motawakel.

This militia, which had been for fome TheTurkil
years introduced amongft the Saracens, were &uol.wmlew
become fo powerful, that they made the berecognired.
fcale preponderate on the fide of the perfon,
whofe intereft they thought fit to efpoufe :
however, they did not come to extremities
on this occafion, the whole being managed
by way of treaty. s

Waffif, for fo the leader of thofe troops
was called, caufed an aflembly-of the chief

officers
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Morawaxz Officers of the ftate, and nobility to be held ;

Hegyra 232.
Ch. =r. 846.

Chara&er of
Abu Giaffer
the vizir,

and after having reprefented to them the
reafons 'why they ought to declare in favour
of Motawakel, he obferved, in refpe& to
Mothadi, that it had always been looked
upon as difhonourable amongft them toplace
a prince on the thron¢, who, on account of
his youth, was incapable of performing the
duty of a fovereign. He particularly urged,
how unfeemly it would be for a child to
read the publick prayers, and perform the
other functions of Imam, or chief ponn&'
of the Muflulmen.

Thefe arguments, urged ina forc:ble but
difpaffionate manner, had a great effe& on
the minds of the eleGors; and at laft they
all concurred to give their votes in favour of
Motawakel, who was appointed to be Ca-
liph at Samarath, ‘and was afterwards -pro-
chimed at Bagdat, and the other chief ci-
ties of the muffulman ftate. -

The new Caliph was a man of parts, and
was even endowed with fome virtues ; but
his good qualities were fullied by many
thameful vices : he was envious, avaricious,
and even cruel to fuch a degree, as to de-
light in the invention of punithments to tor-
ment the wretched.

He was encouraged in this cruel difpofi-
tion by the pernicious maxims of his vizir,
who held as a rule, that clemency was no

-more. than meannefs, liberality: but folly,

and pity a ridiculous weaknefs.
This
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.This vizir was called'Abu Giaffer Mo~ Morawaxei
hammed : he was, fays El Makin, a.very Hegyrazgz, -
learned man, and well verfed in grammar Ch.r. 846.
and poetry ; he both fpoke and wrote with
great elegance, but at the fame time he was,
continues that author, unpolite, proud, felf-
fufficient, cruel, .difhonourable, greedy. of
riches and favour, and incapable of doing a

good office to any perfon.

Such was the man with whom the Cahph Hegyra 233,
had contracted a moft intimate friendfhi i
the life-time of his predecefflor. When
tawakel afcended the throne, he contmucd
him in the office of vizir, which he had
executed under Wathek, The Caliph had,
however, reafon ‘to be difpleafed with hun,
for having caufed a quarrel between him
and his brother ; but as he ferved him to
his with in- his. horrid -actions and contri-
vances, he thought fit to continue that offi-

cer in his poft.

- As the Caliph was one day talkmg with- He invents 2
that monfter, touching new kinds of punith- ”;:’lﬂk:;‘::f
ment, ‘he advifed the. ere&ing an-iron fur-. whichisinfi.
nace, to be ftuck full of very. fharp nails, ed on himflf.
and to.inclofe therein the wretch he intend-
ed to deflroy ; and a fire was to. be lighted
under - it, ftronger .or weaker in proportion
tothe cruelty he Would inflict on the vxéhms
to his fury.
: Unfortunatdy for the vizir he gave the Hegyra 234.

Caliph frefh caufe of complaint, and fell into Cb- =r- 845-
the utmoft difgrace. Motawakel caufed him.

Vou. IIL 0 to



19¢

The HISTORY of

Morawaxm to be apprehended, and refolved to deftroy
Hesyn ;:4- him; but before he put him ta death, hewas

Lieved.

egyra 235+
Ch 1, 849.

determmed ta enjoy the pleafure of tormens~
ing him by flow degrees.

He forthwith caufed him to be - thrown
into prifon; and in the room, next the prifo~
ner's chamber, a certain number of men
were placed, who were ordered to make a
noife day and night, to prevent him from
taking any reft : in this fituation he pafled
feveral days, during which, the perfons ap-
pointed to torment him were regularly se<

- The. cruel Caliph then ordered themto
ceafe their noife, and the wretched vizig
made himfelf amends for his watching by
a fleep of four-and-twenty hours duration 3
after which Motawakel taking him out of

prifon, caufed him to be putiato the dread-

ful furnace he had himfelf contrived. -
- But what added to the difpleafure of alk

men, the Caliph carried his barbarity fo far

astobea fpe&ator of the torments infliGed:

.en his vizir. He even infulted the .poor
“wretch at a time when, unable to bear the

excruciatmg pains, heb d the Caliph to.
have pity on him : “Pity is anly a ridiculous:
weaknefs,” faid that prince, alluding to the:
bafe maxims: the unhappy minifter had ut--
tered in the days of favour. S
So unmerciful a condu& gave a' genera!
, and might perhaps have caufed an
urredion agamﬂ; thc Cahph -but fortu~
nately
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hately for him the vizif was univérfally de~ Morawarx
tefted, infomuch, that though they abhor- Hegyra 23;.
red the cruelties infliGted on him, they could & =845’
not help agreeing, that he well deferved the
punithment' he had fuffered ;- and by de«
ces the whole affair was buried in oblivion.
TheCaliphtook advantage ofthat juncture The Caliph
to fecure the crown to three of his children, g}“{f’: three |
of ‘whem the ficft was called Montafler, the pe acknow-
fecond Motaz, and the third Mowaiad. He ledged ashis
had alfo two other fons, to wit, Motamed; <<%
and Muaffed, whom he abfolutely excluded
the throne: however, it will' appear that
things fell outin this refpet very contrary to
hisintentions. So foon as he had made this
difpofition of his dominions, he commanded
his fubjeéts to take the oath of allegiance to
his children, to .whom he gave the invefti-
ture of the lands he feverally affigired them,
by delivery of :a ftandard. Montafler had
the provinces of Irak, Hejaz, -and Yeman.
Motaz had Chorufan; and- the country of
Baia, and Mowaiad' Syria‘Damafcena; -~ '
‘The clofe of that yar, and the beginning Hegyra 256.
of the next, were employed by the Caliph in Ch. zr. 85o.
giving proofs of the hatred he bore to the
Alians and their friends : he caufed an edi&
to be publithed, by which the pilgrimage to Heprohibits
the tomb of Ali, thie prophet’s fon-in-law,was 1 415 omp,
' g’ohibited on fevere penalties ; and carrying
is refentment fill further, he fent orders 0 He caufes the
the plain of Kerbela, that they fhould de- tombof
molith the tomb of Hofein, Ali's.fon, who gorclined.
: 0 2 was



g6 The HISTORY 'of
Morawaxsi was buried on that plain, after he waskilled -
Hegyraz36..in the battle he fought there. "The tomb
Ch. 2.850: " \vas therefore totally rafed ; and’that not the -
leaft veftige of it might remain, they caufed
a.eurrent of water to flow over the very'fpot
on which they had ereéted-2 moaunient in .
+-+ memory of Hofein. -
Alf’s party, after the ufual manner, rc]ate
- a number of miracles, which they affert' were -
then performed to thame the Caliph for his
profanenefs. Some fay, that whenithe chant
nel was finithed, it would' never ferveithe
urpofe for which the Caliph defigned :it'}
that the waters entered it indeed, and flowed
to a certain diftance; 'but when they eame to
the place where Hofein’s toinb was erected,
they ftoppéd out of refpet,’ and could not
poﬂibly be made to run any further. :
- Qthers fay, that at the fame time -Ali
appeared in 4 dream to the Caliph; and after
having tartly reproved: him fer the outrages
he committed on his family, ‘gave him feven
blows with a whip which he held in bis hand:
¢+ the -Caliph terrified -at the- vifion, related it
.m the. mommg, in order that- fome perfon
tmght give'him an explication of it;- but:his
_ attendants -all kept a proféund filence. How-
- ever, he found, that a.man belonging:tethe
e ‘court had told - oné- of hi¢: friends, that the
whip with which Ali fmotethe Caliphy;: mras
- the fwond which Mahomef gave him ta-p
- form his. grand exploits, ahd that fomb;mis+
fortune waild: probably happcnto the Galiph;

as
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@52 punithment for the infult he had com-Morawaxer’
mitted: on the memory of that dinﬁnousHngnzsﬁ-
Muflulman ; and. this kind of 'prediction < *-%5°
feemed in .fome fort to. be. ycnﬁed by what
happened in the fequel.

. Whilft that prince’ was thus- cmpbyed mﬁ;g}: §3Z
maltrcauag theidthes.of Ali. and- Hofein; & 5
fedition. arofe in Armenia; oceafioned by the ) R""l' in Ar-
infteu@ipns he gave to Jofeph:ebn Moham,*
med, when he:appointed him::governor ol-'r
that province, and of Aderbijap. . He ordered
'him qn.his arrival tofeize an Oﬂicer of dif-:
tindtion, named Bolcrat, ‘who was. patrician or:
chief lord of the. province. ~ The, dther pasi
tricians, engaged at the treatment beftowed on:
one of the principal members of theig body,
combined with Bokrat's family, and formed;
A ledgue againft the. new. governor. Ata:
fixod day they rofenp in arms,and affembling -
themfelves near:a caftle called Muthi, which::
they . had - appointed for their rcndezvous 3i
they reviewed their forces, and mar¢hed upin-
battlesarray. to mest the governor. , Jofépht
having received timely notice of theit defign,,
hadpreparedfor his defence: and finding him--
felf firong emaugh. to rifque.an a&ion, he:
boldly. marched oyt againft the rebels. This
encounter pravedfatal to Jofeph and his troQps;.
the governor was killed on the fpot and hxs
army totally routed. :

'Motawakel had no fooner. received thermge r rebefs
news of, this misfortune, than he canfed ambntoytb
freth. body of traops to march, partly con- y

O3 ﬁﬁmg

-

’~.
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Motawaxar fifting of his. Turkifh militia;and commanded
Hegyra 237. b 2y who was one:of the -principal
Ch . 851, oziccrsugof that corps. The rebels; e;i,;tedg:y
their former viGory, baldly faced the new
“troops, and hoped eafily-fo get the better of
. . them ; But they learned to their coft what
" ‘men they had to deal with. 'The Turks broke-
' ‘them, "put them totallyto the rout, and. pur-
fued them to- Teflis, the capital of - the Pro-
vince, in which they befieged them. -
Theyarebur-  But as the operations of the fiege went on
nelnTelis owly, Buga: contrived to reduce the placs;’
and-even.-entirely:defitoy it, if they did not
feon capitulate. He: caufed wooden towers - -
to be brought near the wall, from the top of
which he fet:the place on ﬁre For this pur-
he:.employed a great number of his men,
who had been long expert in darting lighted
firebrands:: this contnvant:e fucceeded ; the
houfesin Teflis being built only of wood, eaﬁly
took fire. ‘A wind which ‘arofe carried ‘the
flames-to feveral parts of the city, ‘and it was
finally reduced to athes.” Near fifty thoufand
men perithed in the place, amongft whom
wete the sebels, with their leader. “This was
paying very dear for the defeat of 2 of
malecontents, who could by no. means
done fo much damage, as refultcd from thc
Fain “of that gity.  *
Hegyra238. " Whilff the Caliph was thus makmg vioof
Ch-ar.852: fré and fword i in’ his own dominions, the
'Iﬁl‘: d‘fr"‘“" Greeks were mechtatmg an irruption, which
amietta. proved fuccqfsful in aft pom&s Having ' re-

ccwcd
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ceived. ingelligence, by means of their fpies, Morawaxe,
that Damietta were weakly guarded, and that gegyra 258
there was no regular troops in the garrifon, Ch. =r. 852
they privately made preparations for a def-
cent; and at a time convenient. for the ex-
pedition, a fleet confifting of three hundred
fail of fbips fuddenly appeared before Dami-
etta, when they were not in the leaft expected.

"Terror fcized on the inhabitants,who ftrove
to make their efcape by means of a little ford,
which was in the midft of 2 moft extenfive
{pace of ftill water, between the town' and
the port; but in the harry and confufion of
their flight they mifled the track, and the
greateft part of them miderably perithed in
ﬂle attbmpt- ’ ! . . :
The Grecians having entered the place
without the leaft oppofition, were foon. bufily
employed in plundering and making flaves:
having p it during many days, they
againgwglthgzd board their fhips, with ir:z‘-
menfe riches. They at firft refolved to keep
the plick, and leave a garrifon there; but
fearing it would not be poffible to put'the
fortifications in a proper ftate of defence, bea
fore the arrival of the muflulman troops, they
determined to plunder the city, and then de-~
ftroy it, rather thanrun the rifque of fuftain-
ing a fiege, which mnft inevitably end in the
faking of the place.  Hegym 23
As theCaliph was hafty and paflionate, he Ch. =r. ssg'.
muft have been greatly movad at fuch an Edifs ificed
Quirage; hiowever, it does not appeag that he {EE e
. 04 then jews. '
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Morawaxzs then. took any meafures’ to revenge . himfelf
gggm 2394 on the Greeks. On the contrary, he re-

853,

‘Example of
the Cahph s
ferocxty

mained as quiet in his dominions as if:no mis-
fortune had happened, and- was {olely em-
ployed in framing new laws: and- regulations
for the government of the ftate.. .Such as
he publifbed that year were chiefly calcu-
lated to. mortify and humble the. Chriftians
and Jews. He had fome years before de-
clared them .incapable of holding any poft or
employment under the-government. He
then ordered them.to wear large. girdles

‘made of leather, that they mightithereby be

known from the Muflulmen : in a word; he:
that year forbid them to ride on horfes, ‘and
only fuffered them to make ufe of mules or.
afles, but on condition they fhould have no
iron flirrups to their faddles.

Theie ‘mortifying . diftinétions caufed all
thc Cbnﬂ:zans and ]ews that were in his do-
minjons to become his enemies. Fhis prince
was not better beloved by. his own:fubjeéls;s.
and it may fafely be afferted, ‘that he never

.had a fincere friend at his court. The fero-

city of his difpofition, and the oddity of his
temper, rendered him infupportable to all
fuch as from the nature of . their office were -
obliged to live with him. They run the
ri{que of .their lives in parties, which might
have been reafonably expeéted to be-only:
parties of pleafure. - .

An author relates, that often when he was-

debauchmg with:- his couwers, he_ would.

caufe
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gaufe 2 lion to be turned loofe inta the room, Morawazzs
that he might make himfelf merry 3t the Hegyraz30. .

fright into which he put all his guefts. At ¢
other €imes he ufed to lay ferpents under the
table, or.-break in pieces pots full of fcor-
pions and other’ venormous. creatures; when
this firange mad prince ufed to command,

that no perfon fhould ftir from-his place, on
pain of death; fo that they were forced to

run the rifque of being ftung by thofe ani=
mals. It is true, he inftantly prevented any’

ill confequences from the bite, by applying
an excellent antidote, of which he knew the

fecret, and- which never failed of performing

a cure, though the poifon was ever fo ftrong.
Thus he took a pleafure in caufing men to

be dangeroufly hurt, -that he might have the:

credit of performing a fpeedy cure.

Ch. zr. 853. -

This favage prince feemed daily to con- Hegyra 0.

trive. means to render himfelf more detefted. ©

zr854.

He could not even.make a friend of hisown Hxs]:-du&

fon; -and he broug ht him up in fuch a man-

'ncr, as eﬁ'e&udlly to deftroy 4ll thofe fenti-

ments, which are implanted by nature, or
infufed by education, in- a child towards its
parent. He carried the. young prince into
the company of his debauched courtiers ; he
made him drink to excefs, and then took dc-
light in beating him, in orderthat he might
put him-in a rage. . As wine and pafiion

. caufed him to fay many grofs things, the fa-
ther was dx(pleafed and beathim again ; and.

we
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‘Morawaxze We fhall foon fee the fa&loonfequms of fo

Hegyra 240.
Ch. ar. 854.

Indignation
of the people

&

He fufpefisa

cosfpiracy.

uncommon: an cducation.

So fenfelefs a conduct raifed . mur.-
murs amongft all his fubjodts, They looked
onthe Caliph as:a monfter, unfit to live on
the face of the carth ; and even.fuch of
them, asthrough the gentlenefs of their dif-
pofitions were moft averfe to the thedding of
blood, did not  dilcountenance the deﬁgn
then in agitation, for affaffinating the Calj
The whole nation therefore earneftly wi
bis death : fome of them would readily have
undertaken to ftrike the blow, in order to
gratify the people.  Others, who were
more moderate, only addrefied their prayers
to heaven, that it would be pleafed. foon to
free the world from a prince, who by his.
actions dcbafed both human nature and thie:
throne.

' ‘The many complaints that were fo openly’
made againft the Caliph, might at laft have

‘ended in a confpiracy, but none wis yet

formed ; however, a flaye bolonging to Mo-
tawakcl having overheard fome officers of
diftin&ion fpeai very difrefpefully of his’
hafter, imagined that fome plot was con-
triving againft him, and he forthwith ran:
end advifed the Caliph to be on his'guard. -
Motawakel did not wait till he could make
the enquiries neceflary on fuch an-occafion ;
he refolved to be before-hand with the con-
fpxrators he did not indeed know who they
were ;
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were ; but being perfuaded, that in deftroyp- Morawaxei
inga eonﬁdera e number of hi3 coustiers, Hesyra 240, -
he fhould certainly intimidate the reft of - & 854,

them, he imparted his defign to.fome of
his favourite flaves, who were the ufual in-
firuments of his cruelties, and with them he
concerted the bloody projedt that was to be
put in execution.

" Having fetted his fchemc he next jn~ How ke pre-

vited the chief lords and principal officers of et it

the ftate to a feftival, which was to conclude,
according to cuftom, with a grand entertain-
ment. The prince’s invitation was come
plied with, .and: the feftival was folemnized
with a truly myal pomp and magnificence.
As to the entertaiment, whether the intended
guefts doubted fome. ilt treatment from the
Caliph, or whether they were unwilling ta
gxpofe themfelves to be wounded by the ve-
pemous creatares which the Caliph caufed
to'be laid down in the mom,whcnt&cl;
r be a number.

gt:;n dectu:mgm d. bemmgrt;:rteat, an va-
gious pretenées.

By this prudent p;-eczunon they faved theu-.

lives ; the bufinefs now was pot to affright
the guefts with the appearance of fome fa-
vage beaft, or yenomous creatures: the Ca.
Yiph had selolved to facrifice to his fury all
foch as he had invited to the feaft : in fa&,

all that weee prcfent were inhumanly bu«:h-
ered.  Motowakel himfelf began the bloody
sxecution : he rofe up haﬁily, in the midft of

the
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Morawarzr the entertainment, and -drawing his {fwords
Hegyrazqo. fmote off the heads of fuch as. weve next
Ch, jer. $54.- him ; in a moment, the perfons he had
appeinted:fo -fecond him, unfheathed .their-
cymetars, and maflacred the remainder of.the:
guefts : fome of them, indeed, efcaped be-.
g flain at firk, by hiding themfelves.in the
apartments, but they were' foon purfued
and put to death without mercy. 4
.The Caliph, tranfposted with brutal rage,
went into the moft diftant parts of the pa-
lace in fearch of thofe that had made their
efcape. One.of. his favourite fervants, who
bad the care of one of the apartments, feas
ing the prince come with fury in- his <Jlopksy
and a bloedy fword in his hand, was filled
with terror .at his approach. He was upon:
fuch terms with his mafter as to-have no rea-
fonable caufe to fear on his own. account;.
but apprehenfive that he might be miftaken
for another by. a mad man, who in his fits
did not know even. himfelf; .he was greatly-
alarmed.. When the Caliph- entered :the
room, he cried out, * Ihave juft now killed:
tuch 2 one, and fuch 2 one, -and the. ref}
fhall not efcape me.”  That is. well doney
my lord,” anfwered the fervant, < but you
and I muft remain alive.” .
~ Though the Caliph was flill in the height
of his fury, he was flruck at the anfwer = he
eould not even help fmiling at it, and having
recolle@ed that it- was his fervant, he. put
up his cymetar into the fcabbard, and.with
'Y ’. ' grcat
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gredt compofure converfed with him on the Morawaxer

ennt of tra)x fatal day. The fervant eafily Hegyra 240.
forefaw the confequences of this cruel Choar. 8540
batchery ; but he taok care not -to give the
leatt hint of his apprehenfions, for fear of
mkmdlmg therage of that defperate man..

~The reign of Motawakel was not on}y Hegyra 241,
remarkable for the- debauchenes, follies, and Ch. . 355.
cruelties of that prince ; the very elements Prodigiesin
- feemed to declare againtt the Saracens ; and many parts of

there ‘actually fell out at that time fuch un- °P‘:‘;:‘m""'
common and grievous events, as occafioned
the reign of this Caliph to be called, The
reign of prodigies, and. fcourges of the ce-
lefhal fre: :

>Terrible earthquakcs happencd in Perﬁa,
in Syria, in Chorafan, and in Arabia Falix.
The earth opened, fwallowed up whole ci-
ties, and deftroyed an infinite number of . .
Muflulmen. Bagdat alfo received afhock, '
butit was a trifle in comparifon towhat hap-
‘pened . at Laodicea. That city, fays El:
Makin, was -totally overthrown; not one
Hoiife '‘was left ftanding; -and but very few,
of-the great numbér of. perfons who inha-
bited that city and the nenghbourhood -ef-
caped the cammon cala
1 According:to the fame: autbor, the fprmgs Hegyra 242
at-Mecca were almot entirely dried up, and - = 85&
‘witen.became'fo.fcarce, that it was fold for
an.: hundred - drachmas the load. - Antioch:
alfo felt'the fame foourges as-the other muf=
fulman cities had undergone : an earthquake
NN happened
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Morawaxs Happened there, ‘which- deftroyed a great-.
Hegyra242. many people, and threw down five hundred
€h. an. 856. houfes, and ninety of the towers of the
- walls of the city. A mountain called the
Rock, burft in pieces and fell into the fea,
which inftantly foaming, there iffued from
it a thick black fmoke, of an infupportable
fmell. In another part a river fuddenly dif+
appeared, and they could net difcover at
what place it drained away. About the
fame time the waters of the Tygris ap+
peared as yellow as gold ; in three days af+
terwards it looked of the colour of bloods
The thunder roared, and the lightning
flathed on all fides; and there were even
fome hurricanes fo furious, as to tear up
large trees by the roots, and carry them to
‘ a great diftance in the country.
Hegyra243.  Thefe violent thocks threw them into the
Ch. zr. 857. utmoft confternation : they knew not where
TheCaliph to fix their abode with  fafety, and were
reholves to fix filled with continual fears of a repetition of
at Damaicys, the fame. fatal tragedy. We are not teld,
whether it was on this account the Caliph
changed his place of abode; but it is.cers
tain, that in the 243d year of the Hegyra
he departed from Samarath, and went to
Damafcus, with which he was fo well
leafed, that the next year he refolved to fix
is refidence there. He .ordered fome ad+
ditional buildings to be made to the palace,
and commanded his treafures to be cone
veyed to that city. o
. L The
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‘The utmoft diligence was ufed to per: Morawaxss
form the Caliph’s orders, when an: event Hegyra 244.
~ happened which made him fuddenly alter b =r- 855
his refolution. As he had been remifs in
paying the Turkith troops, they made a

t noife, 'and murmured that he thould
liruout fuch large fums in ufelefs buildings;
whilft the foldiery were put to great difficul-
ties for want of their pay.

- The Caliph, who put his whole truft in
that militia, removed the caufe of their com-
plaint, and gave orders timely enough to
filence all clamour ; but whether it-was on
account of their complaints of his expence
in building, or throughthe natural ficklenefs
of his difpofition, is uncertain, but he foon
quitted Damafcus, and returned to the city
of Samarath. ‘

In the courfe of this year the Muffulmen Hegyra 245.
were again afflicted with ‘the fcourge of -2 89
earthquakes, which were fo violent in Sy- ’
ria, Perfia, . Chorafan and Yeman, as to
overturn whole cities, arid.deftroy more than
one hundred thoufand of the inhabitants of
thofe countries. ' :

- But whilft the muffulman empire was fo-
deeply fuffering from thefe fatal events, the:
Caliph’s brutality, which was far from di-
minifhing, was a feourge' alinoft equally;
tersible, more efpecially, fince he had en«
tertained fuch frong fufpicions of the defign:
of ‘his courtiers. Far from firiving to re-
concile them to him by acting with mote:
moderation and humanity, he gave a loofe

to
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Morawaxst to his fury; and if- he did put a reftraint or

Hegyn 24
Ch. ar 5;.

Converfation
between the
Caliph and

his vizir.

He appoints
her to

his natural inclination, it was with no othe?
view than to fecure himfelf from the at-
tempts that might be made on his perfon.

He one day advifed with Fatah, his vizir
and favourite, on that fubje&t. When this
minifter entered the Caliph’$ apartment, -
he faw a fword in his hand richly ornament-
ed, which he feemed: to view with great
pleafure : the vizir highly commended the
beauty and workmanthip of the fword,
which was, indeed, extremely fine, and
had coft the Caliph ten-thoufand erowns:.
he then afked that prince to what ufe he in-.
tended to put the fword. “ I tifh,” anfwered.
Motawakel ¢ I could find out onc amongft.
my Turkifh foldiers, on whafe valour and.
fidelity I could rely ; I would make him a.
prefent of thi§ fword, and appmt him to
guard my perfén.”

Bagher, a Turkith oﬂicer, happemng:

_then to enter the Caliph’s apartment, Fatah
faid to that prince, . Here comes Bagher,

a man of more worth and bravery than any -
in the whole Turkith corps; and I'am per-.
filaded you cannot meet. with a more proper
perfon on whom to beftow your -prefent.”
Motawakel forthwith ordered Bagher to ap-.
proach, and put the fword into his hand,
defiring ‘he 'would keep a firict eye on all:
fuch as thould approach his pcrfon He at:
the fame time appointed him a confiderable
fdary, and enabled hlm to’ appear withidig-.
o .. aity:
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nity in-the poft he had juft beftowed on him. Morawaxzs
It will foon appear what ufe Bagher made, Hegyraz4s-
both of the Caliph’s fword and of the con- Che r. 859-
fidence he repofed in him.
- It was not without reafon that the Caliph Hegym 246.
took meafures for the fecurity of his perfon; ™ "o
he-well knew his fubjects loudly complamcd m‘g& dif
of his condu®, and that an infusrectio
might happen in a moment; which. mlght
bring about the greateft revolutions; yet,
fpight of* his precautions, it feemed as if he
had prepared all things for his own deftruc-
tion : for by imprudently raifing a common
Turkith ofticer to 2 place of fo great truft,
he angered Waflif, who was (as we have
already obferved) the commander in chief
of the Turkifh foldiery
: The Caliph had made him a prefent of
fome' demefne lands in Perfian Irak, and
Fatah fhewing a defire to have them, the
Caliph refumed his gift, and beftowed it on
Fatah. - This affair was attended with bad
confequences ; for whether that prince did
not take care to-give to Waflif any thing by
way of indemnification,- or whether the
Turk was not willing to part with the lands,
he entertained a moft violent refentment
‘againft the Caliph, which he fhewed the:
firft favourable opportunity. -

Thefe difcontents were a little fufpended War againg
on account of the war carried on againft the the Greeks.
‘Greeks. The muffalman troops made an
anroad on the territories of the eaftern em-

. YDL.. 111, P peror,
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Morawares peror, where they took an immenfe booty;
Hegyraz47. together with feventy thoufand Chriftians,

A confpiracy
is formed by
Montaffer,
and the com-
mander in
chief of the
Thurks. -

" whom they carried into flavery. The Sara~
cens alfo attacked the Greeks by fea with
equal fuccefs ; and this campaign concluded
with an exchange of prifoners on beth fides.

At the return of the army from this cam-
paign, and in the 247th year of the Hegy~
ra, a refolution was formed to free the muf-
fulman empire from a prince, whofe govern~
ment -had long been an infupportable yoke,
not only to the people in general, but alfb to
the nobility, and even to his own children.
« The Caliph fiill continuing to behave ill. -
to his own fon, in his parties where they
drank to excefs, and at which he obliged.
him to be prefent; the young prince con-
ceived fuch an averfion to his father, that
he took no pains to conceal his fentiments :
though Motawakel was informed, how his
fon ftood affeCted to him, he made not
the leaft ftep towards a reconciliation with
him ; on the contrary, he increafed his ill-
ufagc, and, inftead of calling him Montaffer,
which was his real name, he gave him
the nick-name of Monthader, fignifying,
Him who wifhes the Death of his Fa-
ther. ‘This name having been given on alk
occafions, the prince was fo dxfpleafed at
hearing it, thatat laft he refolvcd aétually
to deferve it. -

He was encouraged in this refolut:on by
the commander of the Turkith troops, who,

being.



the” ARABIANS. s11
being unable to forget the injury the Caliph Morawaxes
had ‘done him in refuming the demefnes he Hegyra247.
had beftowed ori him,-had long been media Ch. wer. 3670
tating revenge : he held a conferénce on
this fubje&t with:Montaffer, who, fhuttin
his ears againft the voice of nature and o%
confanguinity, barbaroufly affented to the
murder of his king, and of his father. He -
did not in'the leaft hefitate at the commif-
fion of this double parricide ; for, by bad
example, he had béen long hardened in inis
quity. : .
This' unnatural fon therefore complied
with Waffif’s propofal, and confented he
thould employ his troops in the execution of
the fixed de(tiEn.f " The geneéral having con-
ferred with the other Furkith officers on the
propofed affaffination, each man was ready
tojoin in it ; and it was agreed-they fhould
fall on the Caliph the very firft day he fhould
drink to excefs. Bagher, whom that princg
had chofen as his eﬁieciarl' guard, was ap-
pointed to ftrike the firft blow ;- -and, in or-
der to commit fuch a crime, he; for the firft
time, drew forth from the fcabbard the
fword which Motawakel had put into his
hands. _ ot
The confpirators ran no rifquéiof a‘long
delay, in chufing for the ¢ff€@ing - their
{cheme the firft day the Calipht thould drink
beyond the bounds of reafon;:forthat prince
was fo fond of liqiior as to ledve no long in-
, tervals between ‘Ehe days he-appointed io‘r
' P2 ig
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Morawaxes his' debauches.” ‘Motawakel -having there~ -

Hegyra 247. fore invited his ufual boon-companions to a

Ch-2r. 801 oreat feaft, they fixed on that day for this

- affaffination : they waited till the Caliph

and all the guefts were far gone: in liquor
and towards-the clofe of the entertainment,
Bagher .and the Turks that attended hnm,» '
entered the repm fword in handt -

The Caliphis . One of the guefts, Who was the firft that:

afflaflnated.  efpied them, thought it was done by the:
Caliph’s order, and :expeted: to. fee fome
bloody fcene which had been contrived by
that prince-;-and as the fight .was not. at firft
fo teprible: as the appedrance of wild, beafts;
whofe fury was nat eafily to be avoided, he
faid .in a joking ftrain, ¢{"This is notthe day
of lions, or fc.rpcnts or feorpions, but.the
day of fwords.” ' The.Caliph, who did net
fee the Turks, as he fat with his back to the
door. at which they entered, faid to the gueft,
« What do you mean by talking of. fwords *
Hc faid no.more, for Bagher and the othef
Turks falling on him mercilefsly, flew him
and all fuch as attcmpted to make the: lea&
refiftance..

Fatah his vizir, who was then near hnm,
firove to defend his mafter; but the ‘odds
againft him were tpo great for bim to fuc-
ceed : however, he threw himfelf into the
midft of the:confpirators, crying eut, “ O -
Motawakel || Iwill not furvive thee!” A
“Turk toak . hinx at his -word, and ran his
v.fword duongh&he ViZir's body '

-

The.
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.- "The Caliph’s jefter, who whas prefent at Morawaxs:
.the_entertainment, arofe from table the mo- gg‘sm 247-
‘ment_he faw. the fwords, and hid himfelf == "
-under-a canopy “of ftate, whence he could
_Jee all that pafied. - Being terrified at the
murder of Fatah, and fuchas attempted to
defend the Caliph, he ventured to creep out
-af his hiding-place ; and, in diret oppofi~
_tign to what the vizir had faid, he cried out,
« O Motawakel! I would furvive thee with
-all my heart!” He thus efcaped the hands of
the murderers : or perhaps they gavé thein~
felves no concern about the - life or death
of fuch a perfonage. ' '
.- Immediately after this maffacre, Mon-
tafler thamefully entered the room where his
father lay murdered. As they had cut the
sbody of the wretched Caliph in pieces, Mon~
taffer, was defirous to.know how many parts
of -the body had been found; one of the
flaves having anfwered fix:  Search round,”
faid Montafler, ¢ there fhould be feven.”
He was;.immediately obeyed, and they found
ong of the Caliph’s fingers, which made up
the number of parts which the parricide ' was
fo anxipus about ; becaufe he faid, Motawa-
kel had related, that in the dream in-which
he thought he faw Ali, he had received fe-
ven blows,. which, in his opinian, dengted
that the.Caliph.would be flain and cut into
{even pieces. The bafe parricide: therefore
firove to make his father’s murder pafs as‘a
punithment from heaven, to r¢venge theip-
P3 jury

. -
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Morawaxe jury which the Caliph had done to the me-

Hegym T2 247.

mory of Ali, the prophet’s fon-in-law, by

prohibiting the pilgrimages performed to his
tomb, and by demolithing ‘the monument’
cerected to the memory of em lus fon, in

the plain of Kerbela..© . .-

Such was the end of Motawakel, a prmce
‘remarkable only for the oddnefs and ferecity
of his temper It is however afferted, that
he came into the.world with better difpo-
fitions, .but that by ° hi$ inordinate love of
‘wine, he deftroyed the good gifts he had re-
ceived from-nature, .- -

This prince left five chxldran, namely,
Montaffer and Motaz,” who attained- the
throne, and whofe reigns were very fhort;; -
:Mowaiad, :who was not Caliph ; Motamed
‘who reigned, though he was excluded from
the fucceflion to the throne ;- and Muaffeck,
who did nat reign, but whofe chﬂdren pof-

~ fefled the crown.

The arts and fciences kept their groind
during the reign of .Motawakel; not that
be had the honour of protecting therit; but
he lefi the tearned in the fituation he found
them, without difcouraging or faveuring
them ; infomuch,’ that the. provifioh made
by his rpredeceﬂ'ors being futficient for - the

progrefs of fiudy, letters continued tobe
cultivated in the empire of the Saracens.
The learned, indeed, had no accefs to the
shroné ; but the prince who fat on it was
not ﬁe for fuck faciety.-

There
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There was, however, a man famous for Morawagzt.
his extenfive. knowledge, who had a great Hegyraz 7-
fhare in the Caliph’s friendfhip ; but he was S =" 8
of a profeffion, which made him neceflary Baktiftuaa
to a debauched princé, whofe health ftood Hte with the
often in need of being mended. This learn~ Caliph.
d man was a phyfician called Baktithua,
whofe fatheér named Gabri¢l Baktithua, had
-exercifed the fame profeffion undct fome of
the preceding Caliphs. .
Motawakel admitted this phyﬁman to the
‘greateft familiarities; he loved to converfe
with him on accéunt of his wit and hu-
mour ; and though fome of his jefts were
very biting, the Caliph did not take offence
at them, For example, it is reldted, that
Baktithua going one day to pay his duty to
the Caliph, the prince, who had a great
deal to fay to him, made the phyfician fit
down by him, and began a converfation,
The Caliphi obferving that the fringe round
the fore part of the doGor’s garmient was d
little unfewed at the top, during the dif~
courfe he employed himfelf in unripping thé
reft down to his middle. When he had
made an end of fpeaking upon the fubject in
hand, he merrily atked, ¢ How it might
‘be known, when a man was arrived to fuch
a degree of madnefs that he ought to_be tied
down?” The doctorlaughing, immediately
replied, ¢ When he tears his phyﬁcidn’.s
garmeént down to the very girdle” The
Callph far from b;mg difpleafed at this li-

4 berty,
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berty, laughed heartily at the repartee; and
difmiffed the doctor'with a prefent of avery.
fine veft and a fum of money. :

So noble and generous a proceedmg,

- would have been a plain proof of the good~
- nefs and humanity. of a "prince, who lays

The phyfician
ifgraced.

himfelf under an obligation of pafling by
many things in his inferiors, when he is fo
imprudent as to-give them too great libertiesy
but as to Motawakel, the great familiarities
he allowed to his intimate friends, and par-
ticularly to his phyfician, was rather an ef«
fe& of the oddnefs of his humour, tban the
goodnefs of his difpofition. '

I fhall mention no other proof in fupport
of this obfervation, than his behaviour on
another occafion ; when Baktithua, in making
a proper -return for the honour done him by
his {overeign, -fell on a fudden into the ut~
moft difgrace.

Motawakel having one day fent Word to
his phyfician, that he, together with fome
of his nobles, would come and dine with
him, Baktithua caufed a dinner to be pre~
pared fuitable to.- fuch guefts, which was
ferved up with great order and magnificence.
He caufed his apartments to be adorned
with his richeft futniture, which fhone with
gold -and filver; and the plate, which was
placed on the table, was remarka,blc both for
its beauty and workmanthip.

The Caliph feemed highly pleafed w1th
his rccepuon but {o foon as he was returned:
. 1 home,
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home, he fent officers who feized all the Moxrasser.:
dottor’s effets. In a few days the whole Hegyraz47.
was expofed to fale, and Motawakel ap- Ch. =r. 861.
propriated to himfelf all the money they
produced. * -The unhappy phyfician, who
thought -himfelf fo great a favourite with
his mafter, was thus in a moment- ftripped
of his whol¢ fortune, and the grief he felt
at fo fatal an event, foon brought him to
the grave. S
. He was the third phyfician of that name

~ who had ferved the Abaffian Caliphs. He
was a Chriftian, and whilft he was in fa-
vour, had done great fervices to thofe of his
own communion. He had been very ufe-
ful, as were alo his predeceflors, to fuch of
the Caliphs as were lovers of the fciences;
for to their labours the Saracens were in-
debted for many Greek and Latin authors,
which they tranflated into Arabick.

MONTASSER-BILLAH.
. The THIRTIETH-CALIPH. .

HE next day after the affaffination The Turks
of Motawakel, the Turkith officers 3?“:,‘3;;%{"

affembled themfelves, and proclaimed Mon- ing the Ca.
taffer his fon to be Caliph. His reign, and liphs.
his life, were both very fhort. So execrable
a parricide did not deferve to enjoy a length
of days. ‘ :
) o Before
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Hegyra 247.
Chor. 61,
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Before 1 enter upon the particular tran<
factions of this reign, .I think it will be pro-
per to take fome. notice of the manner in
which this prince was raifed to the throne,
The natives of the country did-not beﬁow
the crowa. Foreigners arroga.ted to them-
felves the. right of appointing a fovereign tg
rule the muflulman empire : he was pro-
claimed by the Turkith band; and the fame
thing happened at the clevanon of Mota-
wakel.

This encroachment on the rights and pti-
v:lcges of the nation, was a confequence of”
the too great power which the Caliphs had
given to that body. Motaffem was the firf}
that employed the Turks in his fervice ; and
had taken {o great a liking to them, that he
quitted his refidence at Bagdat, where they .
were become infupportable through their
Infolence, and founded the city of Sama-
rath, there to live undifturbed with his fa-
vourite foldiers.

Thofe Turks gained ftill more power un~ -
der the fucceeding Caliphs, but chiefly
during the reign of Motawakel, who en-
trufted them with the guard of his perfon,

" without refleGting, that by fuch a condu®

he would caft a flur on the whole Arabian
nation.

The great credit they gained by bcmg

pofiefled of fo honourable a poft, by degrees

impaired the authority of the Caliphs, and

caufed all the mxsfortunes which befel the
Abaffians,
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Abaffians. 'The Turks rendered the dignity Monrasses.
of a Caliph contemptible, and the illuftrious Hegyraz47.
houfe of Abbas was facrificed to their in- =" %%
tereft, and became the fport of their caprices.

We fhall foon fee them depofing fovereigns

at their will, and transferring the crown

to fuch princes as they thought would be

moft dependent upon them.. The power,

the fortune, the liberty, even the life of the

* Caliph, was in their hands ; in a word, they -
aflumed the fame power in the muflulman

empire, as the mayors of the palace had

gained in France during the firft ages of the

French monarchy. '

Hence came the decay of the temporal
authority of the Abaffian Caliphs. Thofe -
princes indeed, after a while, fhook off the
" yoke, and became the uncontrouled mafters
of their dominions ; but the Turks, encou-
raged by the remembrance of their former
fuccefs, foon made frefh attempts, by means
whereof they infenfibly deftroyed the power
of the Abaflians, with which they invefted
thofe of their own nation, aftcrzaving re- .
duced the Caliphate to a bare pontifical dig-
nity, thatis to fay, almoft to nothing.

On the morrow after the proclaiming of Meafures they
Montaffer, the Turks held a general affem- “k; :ﬁf.“P-
bly, and debated on the prefent fituation of fhoriy,
affairs, as if the management of the ftate had
belonged to them. One of their chiefs rifing
up made a fpeech to the following effect:

* We have deprived Motawakel,” faid he%
£o
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Montasser < of his throne, and of his life, and we hade
Hegyra 247. proclaimed his fon; the people think him
Ch. =r. 861 oyiilty, and look on ’him as an accomplice in
his father’s death. That prince will inevitably
become odious to his fubjects ; we fhall alfo
be detefted by them, for we have given a
proof to the nation of our ftrength, our credit,
and the authority we are now poffefied of 5
and this being known, have we not reafon
to fear? The more formidable we are becoms,
the more are we hated. Can it be faid that
the prince whom we have placed on the
throne, will not firive to clear himfelf from
the fu(pncxon raifed agamﬁ him, of having
dipped his hands in his father’s blood? Re-
morfe may fpur him on to revenge the mur-
der, "that he may appear innocent in the eyes
of the people: but {uppofing that motive hot
to be fufficiently prevalent with him; can
we be affured that Montafier, through jeas
loufy of our power, or fear of the lofs of his
life, -or his throne, will nat endeavour; ot
only to deprefs, but even to deftroy us? Be
affured the Arabians are capable of advifing
him how to take fuch a ftep. Our deftruction
will be refolved on; the whole nation will
* rife up in arms agamﬁ us; and how can we
- avoid ruin in fuch a jun€ture ? Befides, though
Montafler either will not, or dare not, follow
the council which the Arabians will probably
give him, hive we nothing to fear from his
two brothers, who are appointed {ucceffively
to réign after him? Thofe princes were.not
. accomgluscs
i
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accomplices with Montaffer, nor had théy Mexrasszs..
any hand in the death of Motawakel; and can Hegyra 247.
you doubt, if they fhould afcend the throne, h-#- 863~
whether they -would firive to ‘avenge the
mautrder of their father? If thofe princes thould
not dofo, will they not have caufe to fear
us,_and will they not endeavour to break
our corps! For my part,” added the officer,

«¢ I think, that if we make the Caliphs trem-

ble, we have at’leaft as much to fear from

them.” o

. " 'Fhi$ {peech- made a great imipreflion upon
the whole affembly ; but as it tended only to
_ dhew the fears they ought to entertain, and
the difficulties they might reafonably expect

to meet with, Bagher arofe, and begged that
officer’ to give them his opinion, how they

might beft prevent the inconveniencies they
apprehended’ from the:Caliph and his bro~

. thers. e

;¢ Thereisbut one method to be taken,” re-.
ply’d the officer : ¢ we muft compel Montafler
to exclude his two brothers froem the throne ;

we fhall otherwife be expofed to a continual

apprehenfion; but if the Caliph confents,

" we {hall be always mafters of the empire.”

In confequence of thefe deliberations the They oblige
chief officers of the Turkifh band went to xg“;:ggz,’
the Caliph, and moved him to declare null to renounce
and void the order of Motawakel, by virtue the Caliphate.
of which Montaffer’s brothers were to fucceed
to the throne ; and they gilded this bitter pill
‘with 2 promife of acknowledging his fon to l?,c
b 1S
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Mowiassen. hisfucceflor, and of caufing the oath of aliea

827

giance to be taken to him. .

The Caliph was greatly amazed at thxa
propofal. He then found he was no better
than a flave to the Turks, and that they would
foon fet no bounds to their demands; how-
ever, he dared not let them know what he
thought of their proceedings; but as the
matter they propofed to him was of great
importance, he defired a day’s time to con-
fider of it.

“ Montafler having maturely réfleted on thc
affair, fent for his two brothers ; he told
them (with looks full of concern) that he
was forced to let them know they muft give
over all thoughts, and even furrender all right,
of fuoceeding to his dominions.. He begged
them to be affured that he was by no means
the author of fo great a piece of injuftice, and
that it was not the leaft fatisfaction to him te
find the crown deftined for his fon, who was
but a child, and who would not be’ of an
age fit to reign at the time he was perfuaded
he.thould die; but that the Turks, whofe
ftrength, power, and arrogance, they were
no ftrangers to, had forced him to under~

- take fo difagreeable. an. office. He affured

them, that in cafe of a refufal on their part,

- neither he nor'they could be fure of their lives;

he therefore advifed ‘them to confult together,
and acquairit Kiri with their refolution. -
The two princes, full as'muchamazed as

thclr brother had beei: ot thiis infolent propofa:'
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of the Turks, were for fome time deprived Monrassee.
of the power of returning any anfwer; butHegyra z47.
having a little recovered their furprize, they < =~ 863
conferred together on this ftrange demand.
Having well confidered all things, andfinding
the power of the Turks was predominant, they
refolved to yield to the prefent exigency ; and
in order to fave their lives, they figned an un-
conditional abdication of their right and title
to the Caliphate on the demife of Montafler.
This ceffion feemed to fatisfy the Turks, who
afterwards remained very quiet. :

' The bloody Montaffer, who was then fen- Hegyra 488
fible, that in giving fo great countenance to - =r. 862
the Turkith band, he iad forged his own Montaffer is.
chains, was fill more fenfibly affected by the temified atthe
cruel remorfe he felt on account of the crime b m
he had committed in fhedding his father’s
blood. Though he had coolly confidered the

arricide before it was committed, yet, when
the deed was done, the crying fin ftared him
full in the face. He ufed his utmoft endea-
vours to impofe on the people, touching his
unnatural dealings : he commanded his mini-
fters to write letters unto all the provinces of
the .empire, fignifying, that the Caliph his
father was affaffinated by the procurement
of Fatah, his vizir ; and that Fatah had been
punithed on the fpot, having been himfelf
#lain during the hurry and confufion of that
bafe enterprize.

- --But thefe falfe pretences gained not the
leaft credit; ‘Fhe report of this parricide was
S already
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Moxtasscr. already fpread far and near ; no perfon doubted -
lg;g"a 248 that Montaffer was the author of it, and he.
" was never mentioned but with the utmoft
execrations. His life became a burthen to.
him ; and being continually difturbed by the
gloomy vapours which arofe from a refleCtion
on his paft crime, he was a ftranger to fleep,
or if he ever clofed his eyes to reft, he was
haunted with frightful dreams: the bloody.
image of his father was prefent to his ima-
gination, and feemed to reproach him in the
bittereft manper. -

El Makin reports, that Montaffer awakmg
one night fuddenly out of his fleep, was heard
to make great moan: one of his fervants,
who was near, going to the Caliph. to en-
quire the caufe, the wretched prince told
him, he had juft feen Motawakel, and that
he had uttered words which made his haic
ftand an end. < Alas! thou haft murdered
me,” faid he, ¢ thou haft robbed me, thou
hatt deprived me of my Caliphate 5 but by
the living God, thou fhalt not long enjoy
glem, for thou wilt foon be plungcd into hell-
fire

-This was the dream, at which the Cahph

' was fo terrified. 'They endeavoured to chear
him by reminding him that a fenfible man
‘would pay no regard to fuch fancies; they
advifed him to go abroad, to take exercife
“and-amufe himfelf with diverfions to difpe}
thofe melancholy thoughts which were gene-

' rated by too {edentary a way of life, :
. Montaﬁ'cr
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Montaffer followed their advice; but the Moxrasssz.
caufe of his terrors was too deeply rooted in Hegyra 248.
his imagination to be ever totally eradicated ; ©h- =~ 862
and, which added to the misfortune, it fre-
quently happened, that in the attempt he made -
to amufe himfelf, and drive away his cares, he
chanced to meet with objets which added
to his remorfe, and fet his guilt before his eyes
in its blackeft colours. :

To this purpofe, Najariftan has related a
very extraordinary fat. Montafler having
one day propofed to divert himfelf with look-
ing over his wardrobe, they laid before hima
fine piece of tapeftry which had formerly been
taken from the palace of the kings of Perfia.
It reprefented a man on horfeback, wearing
d turban, furrounded by a large circle, on
which was fome writing in Perfian charac-
ters. None of the perfons prefent being able
to read the legend, the Caliph fent for an
interpreter, who had no fooner caft his eyes
on the writing, than he feemed ftruck with
furprize, and ftrove to decline giving the Ca-

- liph the'interpretation of the words, by faying
they only related to fome trifling matters in
Perfia. But the prince ftill infifting to be in-
formed, the interpreteragain evaded an expla-
nation, by pretending he could not clearly un-
derftand the meaning of the characters. But
Montafler {hewing figns of anger, he was at
laft forced to obey. The interpreter there-
fore told him that the legend of the tapeftry

Vor. IIL Q_ imported
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Monrasser. imported in exprefs terms, ¢ I am Siroés ¥,
Hegyma248. the fon of Chofroés, who killed my father,
=% and enjoyed the kingdom only fix months.”
At this the Caliph turned pale, departed in-
ftantly, and fhut himfelf up in his chamber. -
The death of ~ The prince therefore having vainly fought
Montafler.  ¢0 eafe his troubled breaft, fell into the deep-
eft melancholy, which would not give way
to any of the medicines applied for his relief.
In this ftate he languifhed during fix months,
and was then feized with a continual fever,
which carried him off in the 248th year of
the Hegyra, and the 862d of the Chriftian
®ra. Some authors fay, that this prince
was poifoned by an officer of the Turkith
troops ; others relate, that having a defluxion
in his ear, they put into it fome linen dipped
in fome kind of oil, that his head fwelled
~ greatly, and he foon died. '
The Caliph’s - This Caliph, according to El Makin, was
charatter.  of a middle ftature, but exceffively corpu-
lent; he had a fair complexion, and very
fine eyes. As to his charater, the fame au-
thor fays, he was a man of great refolution
and courage : he had alfo a great talent for
poetry 5 and it is even afferted, that fome ex-
‘cellent verfes of his compofing ftill remain.

* Siroés was the eldeft fon of Chofroés the ITd, king of
Perfia. That prince having given the crown to a
fon, Siroés bemgl enraged, gn-cw his father into prilon, and
put him to death fifteen days afterwards, with ail his chil-
‘dren.. This fa& hap in the fix hundred and twenty-
_eighth year of the Chriftian zra. Siroés himfelf died in 2
fhort time,"
I If
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If the inhuman Motawakel had not done Mosrasses.
all in his power to ruin his temper, he might Hegyra 245,
have fhone amongft the foremoft of the < = 862«
Abaflian princes ; but the pernicions exame
ple of the father. deftroyed every feed of
dnefs in the foon, and drove him to the
commiffion of that horrid crime; the re-
membrance whereof. put an end both to his
peace of mind and to his days. -
Khondemir relates a paflage, which thews,
that this prince was fufceptible of friendfhip
and generofity. One of his officers having
performied to his fatisfation a bufinefs on
which he was fent to Egypt, the Caliph, on
his return, afked him what he thought of
that country ; and amongft other things, was
importunate to know if he had not left his
heart behind him. '
. The officer confefled, that he had feen a Inflance of the
woman who had charmed him ; but that, for S}:‘g"”““
want of money, he was forced to give over
all thoughts of an objet who had  raifed a
violent flame in his breaft. She was a young
flave of admirable wit and accomplifhments,
who fung to a miracle, and was befides a
faultlefs beauty. He affured the Caliph, that
he would with .pleafure have facrificed his
whole fortune to become matter of fo inva.«
luable a treafure ; and that the refleGtions he
made on the impoffibility of ever poﬁ'cﬂintg
the darling of his foul, filled him with grief,
which would never be ended but with “his
life,
Q 2 The
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The Caliph was moved at the officer’s
grief ; and having, by means of the further
enquiries he made touching the objet of his
paffion. gained all the information he thought
neceflary, he difmifled the officer, without
dropping the leaft hint of his defign. Se
foon as he was departed, Montaffer wrote to
the governor of Egypt, and commanded him
to make a ftri¢t fearch in all the cities under
his government for the flave, (of whom he
gave a defcription agreeable to the account
he had received from the officer) and to fend
her with the utmoft {peed to Samarath.

His orders were punctually executed ; and
the fair flave was foon brought to his court.
The prince gave her in charge to one of his
eunuchs, and commanded him to take care
the thould be richly drefled, and not to men-
tion her arrival to any perfon whatfoever, till
he fhould receiver further orders from him. -

After the flave had been fome time at
court, Montaffer fent for the officer he in-
tended to oblige ; and at the fame time
caufed the flave to be concealed behind 2
fcreen. The officer being come, the Caliph
talked with him a while on indifferent things,
and then ordered one of his attendants to

- bring the flave who had the beft voice, that

he might be entertained with a fong; and
having been told that there was one ready to

obey his commands, he ordered that fhe

fhould begin.
. The
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The Caliph, who took a pleafure in feeing
his great perplexity, prefled him to declare
the caufe of hisemotion. ¢ Commander of
the faithful,” anfwered the officer, < from
the found of that voice I thould think, that
either I was in Egypt, or that the finger I
mentioned to you is here.” .

Montaffer having caufed the flave to ceafe
her ftrain, afked the officer, if he ftill loved
her ? The queftion perplexed him yet more,
as he feared the Caliph had fallen in love with
her, upon the account he had given him of

“her perfe@tions, and had caufed her to be
brought from Egypt ; however, he did not .
think fit to difguife his fentiments, and faid
to the prince, « Yes, my lord, I ftill love
her; but as I can no longer entertain any
hopes of poflefling her, I will endeavour by
degrees to ftifle the flame fhe has raifed in my
breaft.”

The Caliph then acquainted the officer
with the means he had ufed to oblige him ;
and told him with great kindnefs, that he
bought the flave with no other view than to
make a prefent of her to him. The prince
having caufed the finger to come forth, pre-
fented her to the officer, - and difmiffed them
both with great marks of friendfhip. Sucha
factwillappear the more extraordinary, as fen-
fibility and complacency do not feem com-
patible with fo rough and favage a difpofition
asthat of Montafler. -

Q3 MOS-
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The momentthe officer heard the voice, he Monrassex,

feemed confufed and like one out of his wits. Hegyra 248.
Ch. zr. 862.

o
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MOSTAINBILLAH.
The THIRTY-FIRST CALIPH. ’

O foon as the death of Montafler was
) made publick, the chiefs of the Turkith
troops, who ftill continued to give law in the
ftate, affembled their body, and held a con-
fultation touching the perfon they fhould

placc on the throne.

Moftzinispro-  They unanimoufly excluded the two bro-

claimed Ca-
liph.

Hegyra 249.
Ch. ar. 863.

thers of Montafler ; and then ele¢ed for Ca-~
liph, Moftain, the fon of Mohammed and
ﬁandfon to the Caliph Motaffem. Motaz,

ontaffer’s brother, and fon of Motawakel,
endeavoured to revive his pretenfions to the
Caliphate ; but he was forced to fubmit, and
the Turkifh party remained vi&orious.

So unconttitutional an election, carried by
men who had no authority but what they
arrogated to themfelves, putall things into
combuftion at Samarath, and even at Ba'g-.
dat. The Muffulmen, enraged at the info~
lence of the Turks, took up arms many
times in order to deprefs their power ; the
latter defended themfelves with great refo-
lution. The whale country was full of con-
fufion, and no means could be contrived ta

-put an end to the diforders.

In the midft of thefe tumults, news was
brought that the Alians were in motion,din .
' ordes
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- race, having heard of' Moftain's eleGtion,

" mnions, rofe up in arms againft that prince,
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order to fet the defcendants of Ali on the Mosraix.
throne. Jahia ben Omar, a prince of that Hegyra z 604'.
I,

and of the difturbances which had enfued The Alians
chufe a Caliph

thereon, even in the very capital of his dpmi'- of their hoate.

and was foon at the head of a ftrong party,
who folemnly proclaimed him Caliph at Cu-
fah, and in the feveral provinces of Arabian
Irak.

Moftain being unable to raife troops to Moftain fends
ftop the enterprizes of Jahia, on account of ﬁi';:,’ﬁ;ﬁﬂm_
the diffentions and troubles which prevailed med, grandfon
in Samarath and at Bagdat, that Caliph had of Thaber.
recounrfe toMohammed ebn Abdallah, grand-
fon of the famous Thaher, who, having fet
ap as a fovereign, (asalready obferved) had
tranfiitted his dominions to his pofterity.

It does not appear that any of the Caliphs

had attempted to deftroy that Dynal;ly,'

which arofe to the great detriment of the

Caliph’s intereft and authority. Moftain

was fo far from attacking the defcendants

of Thaher, that, on the contrary, he en-

tered into an alliance with them ; and Mo-

hammed, whowasthen thereigning monarch

of that houfe, was appointed general of the

Caliph’s forces.

- He marched out with a ftrong army of Jahiaiskilled,
Muflulmen ; and repairing to that province 3¢ ks Party
where the rebels were moft powerful, he

acted with fuch great prudence, that he foon

prevailed on the people to fubmit to their

o Q4 duty.

4
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Mostare. duty. Jahia endeavoured to put a flop to
250. Mohammed’s fuccefs ; he appeared at the
Ch.ar.884. head of his troops to difpute the paffes with
him : but his undertaking did not prove fuc-
cefsful. ‘The Caliph’s general, who was ex-
perienced in the art of war, found means
to bring on an a&ion, which proved deci~
five : Jahia’s troops were totally routed, and
he was killed on the fpot. His head was
brought to Mohammed, who forthwith fent
it to Moftain. ‘The head was fixed up in 2
publick place at Samarath, and was after-
el wards put into a cheft at the arﬁena};cr

© AnotherAlian  Whilft they were employed in deftroyin
;;gf::'ﬁ:: one Alian, angther arofe }i)n '%"abareftan,mucﬁ
more capable of fupporting his pretenfions,
than he who had appeared at Cufah. This
prince was called Hafan ben Yezid, and had
affumed as a firname Al-das-el-Allab, that
is to fay,  He that invites men to fol-
low truth and juftice.” This new Caliph
was attended with the greateft fuccefs: he
maintained his dignity nineteen years, -and
even left it as an inheritance to his brother
Mehammed Caffem, who alfo quietly en-
joyed it many years. The great broils which
had happened in the very heart of the muf-
fulman dominions, were doubtlefs the caufe
which prevented the Abaffians from putting
an end to the enterprizes of that rebellious

defcendant of Ali.

_As to Moftain, it would have been very
difficult for him to have taken the leaft ftep

againft



"the ARABIANS. 233

againft that rebel. Divifion had arifen Mosraix.
amongft the Turks, and the fovereign was Hegyrazso.
at a lofs which fide he thould take in order C» == 86+
to preferve his dignity.

The quarrel arofe on the following ac- Hegyra zs1.
count. Waflif, the commander of the Ch. ar. 86s.
Turkifh troops, and Bagher, one of their A quarrel
chief officers, were competitors for fome aTmOEgﬂ :hfe
favour, which they both follicited at the, ggiton.
fame time. The Caliph having given the
preference to Waflif, Bagher was enraged
at the denial; .and having aflembled his
friends, he propofed to them not only to
kill his commanding officer, but alfo to de~
throne the Caliph, and put another in his
ftead. - '

This conference was not fo fecretly ma-

naged, but that Moftain was informed of it.
The prince, aftonithed at fo ftrange a refo-
lution, exerted his authority, by caufing
Bagher to be feized in the imperial palace.
The Turks of his party ran to arms in order
to releafe him ; and fuch of them as fided
with Waffif, armed themfelves at the fame
time, to oppofe the defigns of the former.

Moftain not knowing how to act'in fuch
a dilemma, held a council with Waffif, and
another Turkifh officer called Buga. Thofe
‘two captains, who ever fince the commence-
ment of the difpute had been bitter enemiies
to Bagher, remontftrated to the Caliph that
it was abfolutely neceflary to make away
with him ; for that if he fuffered Bagher to

live,
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live, he would run 4 rifque of lofing both
his crown and his life. Moftain followed
their advice; and it proved to be the fource
of freth tumults. Such of the Turks as
adhered to Bagher, were feized with fury
when they knew their chief had been put
to death. The firft ftep they took to revenge
the murder, was to plunder part of the city
of Samarath: they then came in a tumul-
tuous manner to the palace, and told the
Caliph, that if he did net forthwith deliver
up Waflif and Buga into their hands, they
would lay the whole edifice in afhes by the
next morning.

Thefe two officers, who had given the
Caliph fuch advice, on a fuppofition that
when the oppofite party were deprived of
their leader, they would content themfelves
with complaining loudly, without taking
any further feditious fleps, were greatly
amazed to fee them plunder the city ; but
they were ftill more aftonifthed to find, that
by. his death they were become the chief
objels of the fury of that militia.

In fo critical a jun¢ture, Wafiif and Buga
could think of no better expedient to extri-
cate themfelves from the danger, than fpee-
dily to fly from Samarath : but this ftep
might have proved very hazardous; for if
they had left the Caliph in the hands of
thofe defperadoes, they would probably
have compelled that prince to profcribe
them; or if he refufed to comply, they
o might
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nxi%ht have depofed -him, and fet up aMosramx.
Cali

iph in his ftead, who was abfolutely de- Hegyra 251,
. &I, O‘s-

voted to them. To prevent thefe inconve-
piencies, therefore, as much as lay in their
power, they refolved that the Caliph thould
accompany them in their flight; and the
night after the infurrection, Moftain, Wafiif,
and Buga, fecretly departed from Samarath,
and went to the city of Bagdat.
. 'The mutineers returning to the imperial
palace the next morning, to demand that
the chiefs might be delivered up to them,
were greatly furprifed to find they had with-
drawn themfelves, together with Moftain.
‘They now began to repent of the infult they
had committed upon the prince, as well as of
the outrages they had donein the city : they
feared the Arabians would no longer fuffer
the power to remain in the bands of the
Turks, and that they would take meafures,
in concert with the Caliph, to fhake off a
yoke which muft be infupportable to them.

They were in hopes of bringing matters
back into the former channel, by laying down
their arms, and fending deputies to Bagdat,
to teftify to the Caliph their forrow for what
had paffed, and intreat him to return to his
capital, promifing that, for the future, they
would ferve him with zeal and refpeét, and
do all in their power to efface the remem-
brance of their criminal defign.

This meafure having been refolved on in The Turks
sn affembly of the Turks, they inftantly 2ake propo-

fals, which
fent are rejeed.
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Mostain.  fent deputies to Bagdat, but to no purpofe,
Hegyrazg1. for they were denied audience; and Moftain
Ch. 2r. 855 did not fo much as know that fuch a depu-
tation had been fent, till it was too late to
remedy the misfortunes which arofe from

that denial.
- The governor of Bagdat was the fole
caufe of the violent fteps which were taken
by the Turks on this occafion. It was the
fame Mahomet, the grandfon of Thaher,
to whom that government had been given,
as a reward for the victory he obtained at
Cufah over the rebel Jahia. Onhis return,
the Caliph confirmed to him the fovereignty
of Chorafan, which his grandfather had
ufurped from the Abaffians ; and moreover,
to induce him to refide in his dominions, he
beftowed on him the government of Bagdat,
where he ruled like an independent monarch.
Mohammed, who was well pleafed to find
the Caliph in his power, refolved to keep
him in his hands : to this end he gave a bad
reception to the deputies; and notwithftand-
ing their earneft entreaties to gain an au-
dience, the governor not only denied their
requeft, but even difmifled them ‘very

roughly.

Hegyrazsz.  They were therefore obliged to teturn to
Ch. . 866. Samarath, with no other anfwer than an
. account of the ill treatment they had re-
ceived from- the governor. So infolent 2
flight of their propofals, raifed the indigna-
tion of the Turks, who refolved to depofe
‘ Moftain,
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Moftain, and raife to the throne Motaz, Mosran. .
' whom they had fo lately deprived of his Hegyra z52.
right to the crown. Ch. wr. 8
~ It was therefore foon publifhed in all parts Therebels de-
of Samarath, that Moftain, for certain good g’fpml:’
caufes, was depofed from the Caliphate ; Motaz in his
and on the fame day the Turkith bandfead-
placed Motaz on the throne. There were
at this time two Caliphs ; the one at Sama-
rath, the other at Bagdat, both of them fup-
ported by Turks of different fa&tions; but
the former was by much the ftrongeft, and
foon got the better of the latter.

So foon as Motaz was proclaimed Caliph,
the Turks, whofe creature he was, obliged
him fpeedily to raife a body of troops, that
he might march to Bagdat, and befiege Mof-
tain and hisadherents. That prince, whofe
intereft it was to take all poffible meafures
to fecure to him{elf a crown he had been al-
ready fo near lofing, gave immediate orders
to affemble an army: the Turks, who were
perfonally interefted in the undertaking, for-
warded the preparations to the utmoft of
their power ; and in a fhort time 2 nume-
rous body of forces was made ready, which
he caufed to march to Bagdat, under the
command of Muaffek his brother.

Though the Caliph of Bagdat was in-
formed of the preparations that were making
againft him ; yet, to the aftonifhment of all
men, he remained inactive, without providing
for his defence. The governor himfelf, who

was
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‘was a warlike man, feemed’ full as- eafy .ds‘

the Caliph : in the meéan- time; the army of
Motaz continually approached ; and ‘at laft
intelligence was brought; that they would
fhortly fet down before Bagdat. :

The Turks who had ‘acoompanied Mof~
tain to that city, together with Waflif and
Buga their chiefs, openly murmured at the
indolence of that prince, who was about to
expofe them to faﬁ? a facrifice to the troops
of Motaz; but finding their conmiplaints were
difregarded by the ‘govemor, and even by
the Caliph, -they refolved to treat with the
enemy : they therefore fent meflengers to the
general, and offered to atknowledge Motaz
as fole and lawful Caliph, if he would ceaf®
all hoftilities againit them. - '
- The governor of Bagdat, who probably
deferred {ubmitting to Motaz until fome per-
fon had led the way, followed the example
of the Turks. He wrote to Muaffek, that
if the Caliph of Samarath would promife to
continue him in the government of Bagdat,
and at the fame time engage to make no at-
tempt:- on Moftain’s life, he would readily
take the oath of allegiance to him, and
would alfo endeavour to prevail on Moftain
to refign the Caliphate. The governor com~
prehended Waffif and Buga in the treaty,
and reprefented, that as thofe two officers
had the greateft influence over Moftain, and
had engaged to induce him to make his ab-<

' . dication,
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dication, affurances ought to be given them Mosrax.
as to the fafety of their perfons.- « Hegyra 252.

Thefe terms having been offered to Mu-
affek, he forthwith fent 2 courier to Sama-
rath, to communicate them to Motaz : that
prince accepted them, and confequently
withdrew his forces. Moftain was therefore
obliged to refign the Caliphate toMotaz, and
to lead a private life. They appointed for
his refidence the magnificent palace of Bag-
dat, and affigned him a revenue fuitable to
his birth and condition ; however, as Motaz
always miftrufted that prince, he at firft or-
dered him to-be ftrictly guarded : in'a fhort
time, having entertained fome fufpicions of
him, (but whether with or without founda-
tion, authors do not fay) he caufed him to
be brought to Samarath, and gave him ‘in
charge to Said his vizir. ‘That minifter be-
ing fenfible, that the Caliph’s defign was to
put it out of Moftain’s power to difturb him,
found means to make away with him.

The account given by El Makin of this
Caliph’s death, i1s fomewhat different. He
fays, that the prince having refigned his dig-
mty, Motaz was proclaimed at Bagdat ; that
Moftain was afterwards carried to a caftle,
where Motaz caufed his head to be cut off.
The perfon who was appointed to perform
the execution, being returned to Samarath
with the head, went to the palace to pre-
fentit to the Caliph. Motaz was then play-
ing at chefs, and they interrupted him lto
. ct

Ch. zr. 866.

He abdicates
the Caliphate.

His death.
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Moraz.. let him know Moftain’s head was brought.

Hegyra z52. The Caliph cooly anfwered, ¢ Let them

Ch. r.886. gyait il I have finithed my game.” Having
made an end of it, he arofe, and went and
viewed the head, and feemed well pleafed
at the fight: he afterwards ordered it to be
buried. - -

Moftain reigned only three years and fom

months. He was about one-and-thirty
years old. We are not told, whether he
left any children or not.

MOTAZBILLA H
The THIRTY-SECOND CALIPH. .

mﬂl’g;l ' OTAZ having been .proclaimed‘ Ca-
medin the liph at Bagdat, and at Samarath,

ibvcreignz forthwith {hewed his gratitude for the fer-

of - vice Mohammed had done him, in not tak-
ing up ar-ngﬁ to defend Moftain, (who had
fled for fheler to his government) and in
compelling that prince to abdicate the Ca-
liphate. He confirmed to him the abfolute
fovereignty of Chorafan, and the pofleffion
of the government of Bagdat.

The new Caliph finding himfelf in peace-
able poffeffion of the muflulman throne,
made ferious reflections on what had paffed
in the empire during many years. The
death of his father, his exclufion from the
Caliphate, the election of Moftain in his

’ ftead,
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ftead, and finally the depofition of that Ca- Moras.
liph, after which he had been reftored to Hegyra 252.
his rights; all which revolutions were brought Ch. =r. 866. -
about by the intrigues of the Turks; tho-
roughly conviriced him, that if fpeedy mhea«
fures were not taken, the Caliphs would be
always fubject to the will and ambition of
that infolent foldiery, who, though foreign-

‘ers, had prefunied to intermeddle in the go-
vernment of the ftate. ‘ .
" To remedy this intonvehiénce, Motaz Hisvisif dif
formed a defign, abfolutely to free lﬁmfelfﬁf::i"thhﬁﬁ
from this militia. He propofed in the firft fign he had
place to deftroy the chief officers; after g‘;’:’kﬁ of A
which he was in hopes he fhould meet with T&k;'&gm;,
no difficulty in breaking that corps. He had
‘a long conference on this fubject with Ahmed
ben Ifmael, whom he appointed vizir at his -
acceflion to the threne. That minifter abfo-
jutely diffuaded Kim from executing the de-
fign : he thewed him that the.atteqpt might
be attended with very fatal. comfequences;
and that he himfelt miight perhaps fall a
‘facrifice to the fury of thofe defperate men, .
ere he would be able to diminifh thei

WEr. . . .

The Caliph therefore gave over the enter=
prize, and ftfddcnly fell into thie contrary ex-
treme ; for he eontradted a friendthip with
Waffif, and. the other commanders of that
body. He gave them confiderable goﬂ:s, and
affigned them large revenues, which only

‘Vor. HI. R v ferved
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Moras.  ferved to increafe their authority, and render
Hegyrasga- them more formidable. _

Ch.ar, 855 He was foon made fenfible of the fault -
Motaz caufes he had committed. As he was naturally -
beputto  apt to go from one extreme to another, he
death fufpected his brother Mouiad, becaufe he
~was a favourite with the people, and might
eafily have put himfelf at the head of a
party : on this fufpicion- he determined to
caufe him to be apprehended. The Turks,
who loved that young prince, fhewed their
difpleafure on that account, and even threat-
. ened to break open the prifon where he was
- confined. The Caliph prevented them by
putting him to death ; and that the murder
might nat be Jaid to his charge, he fent fome
perions to the prifon, who enclofed the prince
in a large fkin of ermine, well furred*,
till they ftifled him. When he was dead,
~ the Caliph caufed him to be expofed to pub-
dick view, that all the world might imagine

he died a natural death. : ,
Hegyrazg3.  1hisexpedicnt anfwered the Caliph’s pur-
Ch. zr.867. pofe; and the Turks, not fufpecting that
‘prince was guilty of the death of his bro-
ther, fuffered this event to pafs quietly over:

* Mouiad dying in prifon, it was reported in Bagdat, that
Motaz comma.n)t,le thts;:!ﬁ) that guarde}:loMou'iad, :gdl:y him
naked and bound in thefrow, that he might die with the
«cnld; and that the Caliph being informed of the report, caufed
the body to be wrapped up in the fkin of an ermine, and ex-.
pofed to publick view, to perfuade the world that he died a
natural death. D’Herbelot, p. 645, .

I ..  but
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but in the beginning of the following year, Moras.
they thewed their difContent on account of Hegyrazss.
their pay, which was retarded a few days. & = 367--
This delay caufed an infurreétion, which had The Turks
like to have put the whole city of Samarath ™™

in a combuttion : their officers ftrove in vajn

to appeafe them; they would nas hear them

fpeak. Waflif their commander, who was

then at court, went to them immediately, by’

the Caliph’s order, reckoning that his pre«

fence would put a flop to the mutiny : but

they laughed at his remonfirances ; and the
commander attempting to put his authority

in execution, they fell on him and flew him.

In the heighth of their fury they threatened

- to plunder the ity ; it became therefore ab-

- folutely neceflary, to find the moft fpeedy

means of fatisfying them ; and, by the help

of 3 large fum of money, an end was put

to the revalt, ‘

This mutinous behaviour, and thefe me- Hegyra 244,
naces of the Turks, fo plainly manifefted Ch. @r. 868.
their contempt of the Caliph’s authority, Buga retires,
that he was highly difpleafed with that fol- ¥hich canfes
diery; and in particular with their officers, region.
for not introducing amongft them a firi
difcipline, which they ftood fo muchin need
of : however, he flrove ta conceal his dif-
pleafure. But one of the chief officers of
that corps fpon perceived, that his prefence
was Ao longer fo agreeable to the Caliph, as
it had formerly been ; he therefore refolved
to abfent himfelf from court, and retire, fore-

: R 2 feeing
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feeing that the Turks would revolt on ac-
count of his abfence, and that he might
thereby be furnifhed with an opportunity of
punithing the Caliph for his coldnefs. )

Things fell out as he forefaw. Buga, (for
fo the officer was called) who was firnamed
the Senior, todiftinguifh him fromhis younger
brother, who had a command in the fame
body; Buga, Ifay, fuddenlydeparted from
Samarath, and retired to the city of Moflul,
where he waited for the effeéts which he
doubted notwould be produced by his flight;
and he foon received advice of the great dif-
orders his foldiers had committed. -

So foon as the Turks were informed of
his retreat, they ran to arms, and advanced
even to the imperial palace, where they in-
folently plundered great part of what they
found in the apartments, and then retired to
their quarters. Buga was no fooner inform-
ed of this tranfaétion, than he returned to
Samarath with fome new companies of
Turks ; he caufed a report to be fpread,
that he was come to punifh the factious,
whofe infurretion he found was to be laid
to his charge. . :

The Caliph, who had received private in-
telligence, that Buga’s real defign was to
make an attempt upon his perfon, appointed
an officer of diftinGion named Walid-al-
Magrebi, who was a perfon of great credit
amongft the Muflulmen," to provide for his
defence. 'That officer brought over a great

. pumber
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number of perfons to the Caliph’s intereft, Moraz.
and at laft affembled a body of troops fuffi- Fegyma2s4-
cient to face the Turks. He marched up to Nasthte
Buga, and attacked him with fo much vi-

‘gour and fuccefs, that the rebels were de-
feated, and their commander was taken
prifoner. 'Walid forthwith fent the news
of this viCtory ‘to the Caliph, who or-
dered Buga’s head to be cut off and brought
to him. This order was executed without
di?', and the fedition was for a while ap-
ed.

The death of Buga caufed the Turks fe- Hegyrazss.
rioufly to refleét on the treatment they would <t =" 8-
certainly mect with from the Caliph, in cafe The Tutks |
they fuffered him to improve the advantage pe their chief.
he had lately gained ; but on the other hand
they were it a lofs to determine what mea-
fures they {hould take in order to keep him
in awe, and prevent him from ufing them
with feverity. ‘They were indeed all flout
men, and able and willing to fight on occa-
fion; but that was not enough: it was ne-
ceflary to forefee events at a great diftance,
to avoid them, or at leaft to be capable of
artfully turning them to their own advan-
tage. Thefe things were notto be expected
from rude foldiers ; it was therefore necef-
fary to appoint a chief, able to form opera-
tions, and prefide over the execution of them,
which the multitude was in no wife able to
do.- They were then theroughly fenfible of -
the lofs they had fuftained by the death of

o R3 Wafi,
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Wafiif, of Bagher, and of Buga; and they
ftrove in fome fort to repair it, by appoint-
ing for their chief commander Saled; the
fon of the fame Wafif; and they chofk for
his colleague in the command Mohammed,
the fon of the fame Buga, who head the
Caliph had commanded to be ftruck off,
after he had been defeated by Walid.

This eleCtion was no fooner over, than
they raifed new difturbances in the ftate ;
their complaints always turned upon the
withholding their pay : 'and it is amazing,
that after the firft inconvenience they felt
from them, proper meafures were not taken
to break thofe mutineers, in cafe they had
thought fit to getrid of them, or to furnith.
money for their punttual payment, if they
refolved to keep them on foot.

But the-Caliph and his minifters were un-
happily in a kind of lethargy, which pre-
vented them from ufing the due means of

- preferving the peace and tranquillity of the

ftate ¢ this negligence was the caufe of the
Caliph’s deftruction. The Turks having,
with their accuftomed infolence, demanded
their money, they were tefufed, and told
there was none for them. This anfwer, fo
unlikely to prove (atisfachory to a fet of mu-
tineets, threw the Turks into a rage, and
mié::ed them o commit che greateft ex-
% .

They commit  They went in & body to atack the vigir

frefh vio-
lences.

© . away

i s oot ; hey Matreared hirn, and ook
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~ away all they conld lay their hands ‘on. Moras.
From thence they marched to the imperial Hegyrazgs.
palace, and, having feized all the avenues; =" %9-
appointed fome of their officers to go to the

Caliph’s apartment, and force him either to

give them their pay or refign the crown.

Thefe officers performed their orders with They kill the

as much brutality as their principals could Caliph-
" defice. Having met with a denial from the-
_prince, they forcibly pulled him down from

ﬁis throne; and dragging him about by the

feet, they beat him moft unmercifully, and

finally obliged him to refign the Caliphate.

The wretched Caliph died in a fhort time :

but hiftorians do not agree in the accounts

‘they give of his death. Some fay that the

Turks fhut him up in a ftove, and he

having afked for fomething to drink, they

gave him iced water mixed with poifon.

Others relate, that they banithed him to

Bagdat, where they gave him meat, but de-

nied him any drink, and that at laft he died :

of thirft. ’
“El Makin tells -us, that they kept him

three days without either food or liquor; and

afterwards thut him up in a cellar, where he

was found dead the next morning.

This prince died about the middle of the
fourth year of his reign, aged only twenty
years. He was a very voluptuous man, fays
El Makin, and heeded nothing but his plea-
fures, for the fake of which he totally neg-
le&ed all bufinefs of the ftate.

" R 4 Abu’l
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Morae, = Abu’l Faragius relates fomething very ex-
tegyma 255- traordinary, touching the mother of this
h.#r.8%9- brince, whofe name wis Cahibah. This
Prodigions woman was poffeffed of immenfe treafures,
:.‘.':h’.;’l"’,:’;':_‘ which the kept concealed atSamarath, where
ther.  fherefided, and where the was, more than
once, a witnefs to the outrages committed

by the Turks on her fon, for want of their

ay ; and on the laft occurrence, in which

the Caliph loft his life, it was in her power

to have quelled the infurre&tion, only by fa-

crificing a {mall portion of her riches : - but

this avaricious and unnatural mother chofe

rather to fee her fon perith, than te part with

the leaft trifle to fave him, -

The Caliph.who fucceeded Motaz, -forced

this princefs to confefs where her treafure’

was hid; and they found, according to
Abu’l Faragius, feveral millions of gold, a
buthel-full of emeralds, as many of the
fineft and largeft fort of pearls, and half a
buthel of red hyacinths : and though pof-
- fefled of fuch an heap of riches, the cruel
parent fuffered her fon to be deprived of the
crown, for wantof money to preferve it.

- . . MOTHADE
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MO THADI—BILL AH:{IO‘I‘HJ\BI
egyra 255,
The THIRTY-THIRD CALIPH, | = %%

OTHADI was the fon of Wathek-
Billah, who pofieflfed the muflulman
throne immediately: after Motaffem. He
was, like his predeceflor, raifed to the Cali-
phate by the Turks; and like him, he fell
a facrifice to their brutality.
This -prince was formed to reign in better
times. Born with thofe qualities which
-adorn a thrane, and do honour to humanity,
he would have revived amongft the Mufful-
men the golden days of Omar and of Ma~
mon ; but having attempted to correct the
infolent behaviour of feditious men, they
revolted againft him, and put him to a cruel
death, after he had reigned about eleven
months.
. The divifions which had fo long prevailed Methods Mo-
in his dominions, having brought on a gene. Sk ares 0
ral confufion, the Caliph, with great fpirit, rors which
undertook in perfon to remedy fo great alt‘;ed":g;;f_“‘
misfortune, '1% is prince therefore gave no- ment,
tice that, for the future, his people fhould
not apply for redrefs to his minifters, but to
clf. He was refolved to enquire into
their differences and difputes, and to ftrive
to accommodate them : he alfo brought the
¢xpences of his houthold within due bounds ;

and
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Mornapi. And far from following the example fet by
Hegyra255. the generality of his predeceflors, who were

Cher. 869. o]

ways in ‘want of money to pay their troops,
whilft they fpent immenfe fums in feafts,
and in ufelefs pomp and ceremonies, he

~ made fuch prudent regulations in the ma-

nagément of his revenue, that he found,
from the beginning, it was fufficient to an-
fwer all his wants, without the taxes which
had been ufually laid on the fubje@ts: he
therefore fupprefled the greateft part of
them, and thereby gained the hearts of all
his people. T

Befides thefe regulations, which were fo
advantageous to his fubjets, he corre@ed
many errors which had creptin amongft the
Muflulmen. He prohibited all games of
hazatd, the ufe of wine, and dances. He
drove out of his dominions the ftage-play+
ers, buffoons, and fuch fort of perfons: he
put away the elephants, wild beafts, and
even the dogs for hunting; in a word, all
that had before occafioned great expences in
the palace of the Caliphs. .

The things which were prohibited by this
new order, were for the moft part forbidden
by the muffulman law, namely the Koran}
but religion was long fince become no more
than an empty name amongft them. Mo-
thadi, who was a very zealous. man, and
practifed all :the duties of . his religion with
the utmoft cxactnefs, revived the .venera~
tion which every good Mahometan ought to

bear
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bear to the book of the prophet. He ¢om- Morasot.
- monly cartied it about with him ; and when Hegyra 255.-
he fat in his tribunal, {as was his, cuftom) “* = 8%
- to adminifter juftice to his fubjects, he al. .
ways had the Kotan in his hand, and judged
the feveral caufés according to the decifions
contained in that book. _

This prince, who was fo juft, {o rational, Hegyra 256,
and fo compaffionate to the wretched, muft - = 870.
have been Elled with indighation, when he He Ceprives
heard that the extreme avarice of his prede- gqe treagire
ceflor’s mother had proved the caufe of that the had amat-
Caliph’s death. He was ftruck with horror
atthe account of the immenfe riches which
that greedy woman had concealed. He
caufed her to appear before him; and com-
pelled her to confefs where the had buried
them. She was very unwilling to difclofe a
fecret which fo nearly touched her, but the
was forced to obey : and having pointed out
the place, the treafure already mentioned in
the clofe of the reign of the unfortunate Mo-
taz, was accordingly found in a ftrong vault
under-ground. The ptince thought he could
not inflit on her a more fevere punithment,
than to deprive her of her darling riches,
which {he was % unable to apply to proper
ufes. ' ‘

. This valuable confiféation was a fund al-

moft inexhauftible in the hands of a prince

who was always frugal, except in relieving

the unfortunate, whofe number he had al-

ready ditninithed, by taking off the greatedt
: | | part
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Moraant.  part of the taxes. The methods he took to
Hegyraz56. retrench .all that favoured of luxury, had
Ch. =r. 870 alfo procured him large fums of money ;' fo
that he had fufficient to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of the ftate, without being obliged to
opprefs his fubjets. As to his perfonal ex-
pences, they were very inconfiderable : in
refpec to which hiftorians tell us, that the
Caliph, after Omar’s example, took but 2
very {mall fum out of the treafury for his
_ own maintenance, - :
Hepropofés - Having thus regulated his court and his
2:2{ G, ftate, Mothadi propofed to introduce a ftrict
plinéamongtt difcipline amongft the Turkifh troops ; but
‘t’r‘:o'g:’k’ﬂ‘ it was_too late- for the making fuch an at-
tempt, as that corps was become very power-
ful : he refolved, however, to reftrdin their
infolence, and keep them within due bounds ;
bat this only drew on him their refentment,
and indeed, all his endeavours proved un-

fuccefsful and moft unfortunate.

Theyrevolt.  Bankial, one of the principal Turkifh offi-
cers, having committed a capital crime, the
Caliph caufed him to be apprehended, and
refolved to punifh him , to fet an example to
the reft of that body: but fo foon as the
Turks heard of the imprifonment of that
officer, they rofe up in arms, and came in 2
tumultuous manner to the imperial palace,
loudly demanding that the prifoner thould
be fet at liberty. : ' -
The Caliph; unmoved at their clamours,
‘boldly refufed to fatisfy the mutineers; and
~ as
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as they began to attack his guard, in order to Morsap:.
force their way into the palace, Mothadi, to Hegyra 256.,
deprive them of all hopes of releafing Ban- r. §70.
kial, caufed his head to be cut off and thrown

down amongft the Turks, who ftill obfh—

nately continued their attack.

The fight of the bloody head was fo far
from intimidating them, that it added to their
fury, which was ftill augmented, when Ta-

abri, the fon of Bankial, put himfelf atthe °
Ecad of the rebels, to revenge himfelf on the
Cahph they redoubled their attacks; and
as fome troops arrived to reinforce the pa- -
lace-guard, a- fet battle enfued before they
could force their way : however, at laft they
gained entrance, and afcended to the Caliph’s
apartment, ftill fighting with fuch as de-
fended the ftair-cafe.

The intrepid Mothadi, preferving his dlg-
nity in the midft of this tumult, appeared in

erfon with the Koran hanging on his breaft,
and his fword in his hand : in this manner
he advanced up to the Turks, with fuch
men as were about him, and a frefh a&ion"
happened, in which the Turks gained the
advantage : they flew or wounded all that
attempted to defend the Caliph; and at laft
cafily feized that prince, who was fcarce able
to make any refiftance, on account of two
very confiderable wounds he had received.

Thefe defperadoes treated the Caliph in a
-moft unworthy manner. They required
him, in terms full of infolence, to refign the

Caliphate,



254

MoTHADI.

He 2¢6.
Ch.gy; R;o.

The HISTQRY of

Caliphate. They even cruelly beat him; to
force him to furrender that dignitys but Mo~
thadi, conftant in the midft of {o great ad-
verfity, abfolutely refafed to comply : they
thercforg continued their outrages on his per-
fon, till the arrival of ape of Bankial’s r¢la-
tions, who put an end to the uproar, "bK
ic

The Caliph s fiahbing the Caliph with a dagger, of wh

killed.

His charalter.

he died on the fpot. . :

_Such was the end of one of the moft vir-
tuqus Caliphs that ever fat on the muflulman
throne.. Hiftorians concur in acknowledg-
ing his eminent qualitics, He had 2 noble
foul, and an ¢lavated ynderftanding, The
great fweetnefs of his difpofition, and his na-

tural love of juftice-and equity, added a dig-

nity and luftre to his ations, and even to his
perfon, and recalled to the minds of his peo- -
ple the halcyon days of former reigns.

. According to E] Makin, this prince was
low of ftature, and of a handfome counte-
nance. His complexion was brown, the
fore part of his head hald, and his beard Jong

- and thick.

MOTA-
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M O T AM E D*B i L L A H. MeoTaAumzp.

: Hegyra 256.
The THIRTY-FOURTH CALIPH. Ch . 570,

FTER the death of Mothadi, the
Turks placed on the throne Motamed

ebn Motawakel. ‘This eleCtion was the laft
act of iowcr which they executed in the fa-
racenick empire; for the, anthority they
ufurped there, was entirely deftroyed under
the reign of this Caliph. It was however
only for a time; for in the fequel they re-

ined their influence, and their chiefs, for
the moft part, formed Dynafties, which were
afterwards eftablithed 1n Chorafan, Khua-
refm, Egypt, and ‘even in the Indies.

Motamed was the {on of Motawakel, and
brother to Montafler and Motaz, his prede-
ceflors in the Caliphate, The father of this
prince did not intend he fhould pofiefs the
throne; on the contrary, he had formally
excluded him from it: but fortune deter-
mined otherwife, and he was crowned by
the fame fattion which dethroned his coufin
‘Mothadi. : S

The affairs of the empire put on a new Motamed’s
face under the reign of this Caliph ; not that charaer.
he was poflefled of any talents to qualify him
for governing. “ He wasa debauchee,” fays
El Makin, “ that loved gaming and diver-
fions, for which he neglected the govern-

: ment
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ment of the ftate.” But he was fo fortunate;
as to place his whole authority in the hands
of a prince equally able and prudent, and in
all refpe@s well qualified to - rule a nation,
cither in war or in peace.

It was his own brother named Muaffek ;
like him alfo excluded by his father from the
fucceffion to the Caliphate. And though he .
did not attain that dignity, yet he was in-
vefted with fuch abfolute power in his bro-
ther’s life-time, that it might well be faid
it was he that reigned. ~ -

We are riot told, what meafutes he took

the authority ¢4 jower the infolence of the Turkifh band,

of the Turkith -

Jband.

Expedition
inft the
inghians.

Hegyra 257.
Ch. =r. 871.

and by degrees to deftroy their authority.
Hiftorians only fay, that he undertook fo
difficult a tafk, and in time performed it : and,
in order to prevefit that untuly corps from
raifing any future difturbances in the capital,
he formed means to employ them in a foreigri
war, which he refolved to carry on againft
the Zinghians, who about two years before
had made an inroad into fome provinces of
the muflulman ftate, of which they kept,
pofleflion by force of arms. _
This people came from Zanguebar, a
province on the eaft coafts of Africa. They
were followers of an impoftor who had
afflumed the name of Mahomet, and pre-
tended to be defcended from that prophet.
As he was mafter of all the talents neceflary
for feduction, he foon gained a great number
of adherents, whom he caufed to take up
' \ 2 ' arme
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arms by virtue of his own authority ; and he Morauszo.
then affumed the title of prince of the Zing- Hegyra 257.
hians. T Ch. & 871.
'This impoftor taking advantage of the in-
teftine divifions which prevailed in the muf-
fulman empire, about the 255th year of the

Hegyra, got footing in the country of Cufah, -

and Baforah; and extending his conquefts,
he got pofieflion of almoft all Arabian Irack..

And he fo eftablithed his power in his newly

acquired domibnions; that he tran{mitted them
to his pofterity. :

- At the time Motamed afcended. the throne,

the Zinghians, not contented with.their for-
mern conquefls, ftrove to encreafe the. bounds
of their territories. And in a fhort time in-
telligence arrived, that they had aGually en-
tered thé frontiers.of Perfia; -and committed
. terrible ravages there. " o

- Muaffek having taken the neceflary mea- Hhegyra 28,
fures to preferve the peace of the capital, re- " = %7%
folved to march out againtt that people, and

fubdue them. -To this end he raifed a nu-

merous army, in which he incorporated the
- whole Turkifh militia, in order to fend them
from Samarath, where they had long been
the authors of fuch great troubles.

~ This expedition was not fuccefsful : {pight’
of Muaffek’s’ confummate fkill in the art of

war, he could gain no advantage over thofe
Africans: twice he fought them in a pitched

battle, and was as many:times defeated ; in-
fomuch that he ftood in need of alt his ex-

* Vor.III S perience
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Moranen. perience to prevent his troops from being tos
Hegyrazss. tally routed. He was therefore at laft obliged
‘Ch.2r.872. ¢4 come to an accommodation with them;
after which he returned to Samarath, and
diligently applied himfelf to the management
of the ftate. ‘
oFm22s9-  Aboutthefame time arevolution happened,
E ; f'h?' which put an end to the Dynafty of the Ta-
Dynatty of the D€Tians; who had maintained themfelves in
Taherians. Chorafan many years. Mahomet ebn Taher
"was then the reigning prince of that Dynafty.
For fome time he kept up the glory of his
.anceftors, but having afterwards given way
to excefles, he totally neglected his affairs.
Rifcofthe  He had, to his great misfortune, neighbours
gm?f the \who were a&ive and vigilant, and who were
alfo extremely defirous of fignalizing them~
felves by feats of arms, and of fubduing fuch
countries as they might be able to form into
a fovereignty. His moft dangerous neigh-
bour was Jacoub cbn Leitz, who was after-
wards founder of the Dynafty of the So-
ffarites.* This prince, who had but juft

* The Dynafty of the Soffarites, took its name from the
trade which was exercifed by Leitz, chief of that family. As
‘he had been a tinker, after he followed the trade of war, he
was defirous to preferve a remembrance of his former
condition: heé therefore took the firname of Soffir, which
fignifies a workman in brafs, or a tinker. From wheuce his
defcendants were called Seffarites. They formed a Dynatty,
.after the extinftion of the Taherians, and fignalized themfelves.
in Afia, where they conquered the provinces of. Chorafan, Ta-
bareftan, and Sejeftan. They fixed the Teat of their- empire in
the cities of Merou and NnﬂZa abour, and were at laft deftroyed.
by the Samavides, as will be made appear in the fequel.

H ~ entered
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entered upon his grand proje@, had gained Mot akin.
poffeflion of the provitce of Sejeftan.  Having Hegyrs z5g.
refleted how eafily Chorafan might be con. Ch- 2r- 873
quered; as it was governed by a princéfo in«
éapable of making a dcfence, hc refolved
torundertake that ente ‘
" He therefore marched at the head of his -
© troops, and entered Chorafan. Mahomet,
who was then at Nithabour, his capital, wad
greatly furprifed at the news : ‘but, inftead of
‘putting himfelf into a proper po{ture of dea
ence, he only fent Jacoub, one of his chief
officérs, to enquire by what authority he pre-
fumed to enter his dominions with an armed
force? and whether he did fo by’ virtue
bf a commiffion undcr the Cahph s hand
and feal ?
* Jacoub drew his cymetar, and fhcwmg it
to the officer, returned this anfwwer : « Go
tell your mafter this is my commiffion;” and
without further- delay he marched o1 to Ni=
thabour, which he took almoft'ds foon as he
fat down before'it: . Mahomet abandoned his
capital-oni the approach of the enremty’s army ;
but Jacoub fent a body of forcés after him,
by whom- he was fo warmly purfued, that he
was taken: his whole family were alfo feized,
and thefr effefts confifcated ; and the viGor -
pufhing on his conquetts, entered Tabareftar,
of ‘which he gdinéd poffefiion. ‘
~_Though the deftruction’ of the Tahetian Hegyra 260.
Pcy was of no great advantage to the Ch-zr- 874
Qaﬁph, is anothersha& arifen in its ftead,
yet
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Movaue.- Yetthe news of Mahamet’s defeat gave great.
Hegyra 260. plcafure to the court of Samarath. As to
Ch. zr. 874. Jacoub, they propofed to deal with him as
time and circumftances wonld permit.. .
The Caliph  They did not therefore take the leaft ftep
1‘4‘3‘3’.&"?- to difturb that prince in his new conquett;
turns to Bag-and nothing pafled that year of greater mo-
dat. ment, than the change of the Caliph’s place
of refidence, and the removal of his court.
He quitted the city of Samarath, where the
Abaflians had .conftantly refided from the
time of Motaflem who founded it, and went
to dwell at Bagdat, which became once more,
the capital of the muffulman empire.
Hegyraz61. The.Caliph had not long been arrived at
Ch.zr. 875. his new abode, when he took meafures to
Heregulates regulate the fucceffion to the throne. He
 appointed his fon Giaffer to' be his fuccefior,
and direted, that on his fon’s death, his un-
cle Muaffek - fhould poflefs . the crown : but.
this difpofition proved ineffectual. -
Jacoubrevolts. ' Whilft the courtiers were yet employed in
f;;:‘ the Ca- providing themdelves proper:conveniencies in
Bagdat, they were greatly alarmed by a
rince, of whom they had not yet enter-
tained the leaft fear. It wasthe fame Jacoub,
the canqueror.of Mohammed, who had taken
.up arms, and was approachmg at the head
of his troops.
Hegyra262.  ‘This prince._purfued his conqueﬂ:s, madg
Ch.=r. 876 himfelf mafter of -all Arabian Irak;-and
o maintained himfelf there in. a ftate of mde-
‘pcndcncy 3 but he had not before prefun ?
n

l » 0 OPc

-
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openly to throw off the Caliph’s authority. Morames.
' Embolderied tby fuccefs, he took off the Hegyn z6.
mafque, -and appeared in arms againft Mo- ©» =- &6
tamed. The conqueror dad .not lofe time /
in plundering the frontiers; he beldly:march-
ed firait to Bagdat, refolved toattack the fo~
vereignia his capital. - . . .

The news of his march threw that city

into the utmoft cenfufion. Theé inhabitants,
who were. almoft defericelefs, thought they
already faw the enemy in poffeflion of their
effects, and the whole city in a flame; but
the brave Muaffek foon delivered them from
their fears. - By his great care and adtivity, .
2 eonfiderable army was ratfed, and in a very
fhort time in a condition to march: he put
himfelf at the head of  the troops, and went
forth to face Jacoub.

Thefe two princes, with their armies, be~ Muaffek de-
ing-in fight of each ‘other, fought a battle, ftats himina
and each of them did all that prudence and =~
experienee could fuggeft to gain: the vitory :
at laft, after many onfets given, and fuftained
with the greateft intrepidity, Jacoub’s troops
were broke : the general vdinly ftrove to re-
flore the battle; his troops were put to a
total rout, and he was forced .to-take to
flight. : :

This advantage was followed by another, gegyrs 165,
which Muaffek deemed almoft equal to a Ch.ar.877.
viGory : it was the death of Mufa, the fon of
Buga, one of the chief officers of the Turkith
corps. ‘The lofs of this officer, added to the

S 3 wife
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Morascr. "wife and timely meafures which Muaffek had-
Hogyras63, taken to reftrain that body, fo diminithed

Ch, zr. 877,

their power; that they were foon forced en-
tircly to:fubmit to the Caliphs. ~.° - .

- ‘By ‘the defeat of -fo powerful an enemy,:
and the fubmiffion of the feditious Turks,
tranquillity was reftored to Bagdat, and great
joy difflsfed over thewhale court ; hawever, it
whs' a little abated by.:the intelligence which
arrived from feveral places almoft at - the
fame time. Co

A report was fpread that Jacoub ebn Leitz,
it hopes. of repairing the 'lofs he fuftained in
his late defeat, had fet on foot another con-
fiderable armyy, and was preparing to march
directly :to “Bagdat,; in order to befiege that
¢ity 3 however, all: this great preparation
came to nothing. Jacoub indeed began his
march, "but on the way he was feized with a
violent ‘cholick, which carried him off in a
few days. He left his dominions to Amrou
¢bn Leitz his brother, who was the fecond
prince of the Dynafty of the Soffarites.
Amrou found means to come to an accome
modatioh with Motamed, 'and upon fuch
terms, that the Caliph not only ‘pardoned the
treafon which. he ‘and his brother had com+
mitted by their ufurpations, butalfo granted

“and confirmed to Amrou the pofieffion of the

country they had ufurped by letters patents
under his hand and fesl. :

Abmet be- - This prince might poffibly find it neceffary
comes fove- o0 opane fuch advantageous conditions toAm-
reignofEgypt. - 8 g , S 04

o ] l'O\l,
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sou, that he might be the better enabled 0 Morauen.
face a powerful enemy who rofe up in Egypt, Hegyra 264
and who threatened to deprive the Caliph of - =877«
the fovereignty of that vaft province; in which

defign he attually fucceeded. This rebel

was called Ahmet ben Tholon, and was foun-

der of a Dynafty known in hiftory by the

name of the Tholonites. The Abaffians had
appointed him governor of Egypt. Having

for many years governed that province, un-

der the authority of the fovereigns who em-

ployed him, he grew weary of dependence,

and refolved to fhake off the yoke, fo foon

as he fhould be ftrong enough to attempt: it.

At laft he openly declared himfelf, and fo

well fecured the pofieffion of his newly-ac-

quired dominions, that he tranfmitted them

to his. pofterity. '

- Whilftthe rebels were ftrengthening them- The Greeks
felves.-in Egypt, news was brought to the g”:i‘:,:f:;“
Caliph’s court of the lofs they had fuftained Madmen,
on the fide of Greece. Abdallah ebn Rafhid,
governor for the Caliph of a province bor~
dering on the Grecian dominions, made an
irruption into the territories of the Greeks;
flew the inhabitants of moft of the towns,
and carried off their effets. As he was re-
tiring from a place called Badandurium, the
inhabitants of Seleucia and fome neighbour.
ing places, joinied their forces; and having -

_put themfelves under the¢ command of men
fkilled in the art of war, they marched in
quett of -the Muflulmen, with a refolution to

. 84 charge
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charge them, in hopes of recovering the

Hegyra 264. booty. 'They furprifed them in a narrow
Ch, =z 877. pafs, and fo furrounded them, that it was

Hegyra 265.
Ch. zr. 878.

Ahmet takes
~many towns,

refumed not one of them could efcape:
ﬁowevcr, five hundred of the moft refolute
amongft the Muffulmen, cut their way
through the Greeks fword in hand, and rode
off full fpeed; all the reft were flain, except
a few of the chief officers, who were taken
prifoners, and fent to Conftantinople.

As this misfortune was folely owing to
the governor’s mifconduc, he would have
been feverely punifhed if he had been in the
Caliph’s er; but they found he was
amongftthenumber of the prifoners: nothing
therefore remained but to deplore the lofs
of the unhappy Muflulmen, who perithed
on that occafion.

The revolt of Ahmet ben Tholon, was
an affair of much greater confequence. The
Caliph thought he inflicted a fevere punith-
ment on that rebel, in caufing curfes to be
denounced againft him in the publick pray-
ers. Ahmet, who only laughed at a bare
ceremony, which in no wife diminithed his
authority, thewed the court of Bagdat that
he was provided of the means of making
himfelf formidable: he took up arms, and
attacked many confiderable places of the
muffulman empire. His firft defign was to

. have fallen upon Aleppo, to revenge himfelf

on Siman, governor- of that city, who was
his perfonal enemy; but having been in»
3 < formed,
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formed, that this officer was at Antioch, he Morauso.

went to feck him there, and laid fiege to the Hegyra z6s.

place. The inhabitants made a.gallant de- < = 87%

fence, -but they were forced to yield to fu-.

perior ftrength ; and the vindiGive Ahmet,

having made himfelf mafter of the towmn,

caufed ftri¢t -fearch to be made for Siman,

and fo foon as he found the governor, he

caufed him to be pat to death. From thence

he led his victorious troops to Aleppo, which

he alfo took, after alongfiege; and puthing

on his conquets, he feized Damafcus, Emeffa,

Hamathan, Kennefrin, and, in thort, all the

places which he found on his - way even to

Taga. .

- At the very' time Ahmet was makmg Hegyra 266.

thefe conquefts, ‘and when he had reafon to ™ = 879-

expect the Caliph would be greatly enraged The Cahg

againft him, he, to his great furprize, re-jgh.c, fmplores

ceived a letter from that prmce, wherein, agamﬁ Muaf-.

far from complaining of the injury done

him by this revolt, and feizing his territo-

ries, he implored Ahmet’s affiftance againft

Muaffek. The Caliph repented he had

given fo much power to his brother ; not

that he abufed it, but becaufe all perfons

* made their applications to him. He had 2.

more numerous and fplendid- court than his

fovereign. Motamed’s jealoufy was excited

on this account; he was fo mean-fpirited

asto throw himfelf into the arms of 2 mar

who was fpoiling him of his dominions,

-and to induce him. to take up arms agailr;fc
is
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Motausn. ~ his own brother, who bad effeGtually ferved
Hegyra266. him on the moft trying occafions, 1It:even
Ch.=r.-879- appears, according to El Makin,. that the
Caliph not only wrote to Ahmet on that
fubje@, but even held a perfonal conference
with the rebel to engage him the more
warmly to efpoufe his intereft. S
- Ahmet returned fuch an anfwer as might
have been expeted from the moft loyal
fubjeét. He .told the. Caliph he was ex-
tremely well pleafed to meet with an oppor=
tunity of ferving him ; and he promifed to
. fend him fpeedy affiftance : it appears how-
ever, . that he was in. no great hafte to per-
form his promife. He fhewed indeed fome
- little inclination to!fatisfy Motamed'; bat it
* was only by making ufe.of the fame expes
‘dient, as had been fo ineffeCtually employed
~ In his own cafe,”
Megyra267. - He wrote to the governors of. fuch. pros
Ch.ar. 8%- " ginces as fubmitted to his authority, to omit
Ahmet holds_the name of Muaffek in the publick prayers;
::{f:i‘:”g’f“ for hewas named next to theCaliph, as being
Syriaand  t0 fucceed him in the throne. In a fhort
Egypt on this time Ahmed: gave : nofice: ta the nobles of
“omt Egypt and Syria to be prefent.at a general
council, which he appainted. to be forthwith
held, to dcliberate on the means of reftoring
the Caliph’s authority, by depriving' Muat-
fek of the pawer he had enjoyed ever fince
the commencement of his brother’s réiga.
They all appeared at the time and
appointed ; and Ahmet having more fully:
N \ explained
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explained the mattér, which was butflightly Moraues.

touched on in hiscircular letter, they agreed Hegyra 267,

it was right to a& againft Muaffek, and ™ =38

they promifed their afliftance whcnfoevcr it

fhould be required. : .
However, this ftepwas ftrongly oppofcd by

Obcar, Ahmet’s chancellor, who reprefented

that they had no right to decide the fate of

Muaffek, until the Caliph himfelf had pub-

. lickly annulled what he had fo folemnly done’

in behalf of that prince. « My lord,” faid he

to- Ahmet, *“ you havelaid before us the Ca-

liph’s letters, which contain an account of

the choice he had made of his brother to.be

his colleague and fucceflor .in the empire:

Be pleafed now tfo fhew us any letters from

that prmce, by whxch he rcvokes the for-

mer.”

‘Ahmet, i maragc, anfwcred “lItis enough
that I tell thee the Caliph is not now able to
make fuch a tevocation; Muaffek treats him -
like a prifomer, Butl fee which party you
favour, dnd: I fhall prevent your making any
further declaration ; and fhall this moment
eaufe you to be apprehendcd and refume all
the favours I have o liberally ‘beftowed on
you.” This menace was executed on the
fpot ; Ahmet difmiffed his chancellor, put
him in prifon, and entirely ftripped him of
all his effets.

Though many of the council favoured
the chancellor’s opinion, yet they were fo in-
timidated at the treatment he had met with
: on
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Ch. @r. 881.
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ftroys the
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on account of his oppofition, that they con--

"curred with Ahmet ; and it was agreed, that-

Muaffek fhould be no longer acknowledged.
as colleague to Motamed in the Caliphate.

It does not appear that thefe great prepa--
rations came to any thing; at leaft, hiftorians
do not fay that Ahmet performed the pro-
mife he made to the Caliph. .

Nor do we find, on the other hand that
Muaffek paid anhy great regard to his bro~
ther’s menaces, or feemed to be daunted at
the affiftance which Ahmet agreed to give
him. He took no other revenge on the lat-
ter, than by commanding curfes to be de-
nounced againft him in the mofques at the
time of publick: prayers ; however, he was
refolved to take another kind of vengeance;
fo foon as he thould have carried into exe=
cution a defign he had been- long revolﬂng
in his mind. -

He refolved to march out againft the
Zinghians, in-order to recover the honour
he had loft in being defeated by their troops.
He therefore affembled a numerous army,
and putting himfelf at their head, (with Mo-
thadi his fon) he marched out to meet the
encmy.

. This-expedition was more fuccefsful ~than
the former. The Zinghians were defeated
in the firft a&tion ; but, as the vi¢tor had
fuftained by much the grcateﬁ lofs of men,
theéy were foon in a condmon of atteropting
totake their revénge, . I
.3 n
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In the beginning of the next year a bat- Moraueo.
tle was fought in which the Zinghians were Hegyra 269.

totally routed. A great number of their
troops were killed, and the remainder were
either dlf%crfed or taken prifoners ; even the
prince who commanded them was obliged
to betake himfelf to a precipitate flight :
Muaffek fo clofcly purfucd him, that he
overtook him in the province of Ahwaz,
where he had taken fhelter with fuch of his
troops as had efcaped from the battle. He
made an attempt to defend himfelf; but his
refiftance only ferved to occafion the deftruc-
tion of the remainder of his forces: he was
at laft made prifoner, and his head was foon
cut off and fent to Bagdat. After the death
of this chieftain, the remains of the Zing-
hians difperfed themfelves into different pro-
vinces; and this party, which till that time
had been fo formidable, was totally eradi-
cated.

So glorious an expedition had an amazing
effet in the whole mahometan empire, and
particularly at Bagdat, where all men joined
ingivingMuaffek due praife. EventheCaliph
could not avoid fhewing his.gratitude for the
great obligations he had to him; he publickly
anade his acknowledgments on ‘that account,
by promifing him his friendthip, and giving
him the title of Naffer Lédinillah, that is
to fay, Prote@or of the muffulman religion;

and -he contmued to govern under that title
%ill his dcath <

" Muaffek

Ch, zr. 882. |
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Muaffek was defirous of -putting the laft

Hegyrazyo. hand to his renown, by turning his arms

Ch. . 883.

Peath of
Ahmet.

Ahmet’s cha-
raller.

againft Ahmet, governor of Egypt; but he
had fcarce begun his march, when he re-
ceived advice of his death. - One would
think that this event fhould not have pre-
vented his departure ; for if he had marched®
into Egypt-with his forces, he might eafily
have put an end to the revolt, by preventing
the fon of Ahmet from heading tr;:e rebels s
which event actually happened. But Mu-
affek feemed to have no more than‘a perfo-
nal quarrel with Ahmet; for fo foon as he
heard of his death, he countermanded the
orders he had iffued for taking the field.

El Makin relates many paffages, which
place the chara@er of this rebel in a very
advantageous light : however he agrees, that
he was cruel and blood-thirfty ; though at
no other time but when he drew his fword
againft an enemy. On other occafions he
was liberal, affeCtionate, full of compafiion,
and very charitable to the poor. It is afs
ferted, that he diftributed each month three
thoufand crowns, and gave one thoufand
crowns more to fuch ‘as officiated in the
mofques *. He did not corifine his bounty
to his province alone; heextended it even to
the capital of the Caliph’s dominions, whi~
ther he fent at one time two-millions two

* Ahmet caufed 'amnﬁuﬁu' nt mofque to be ere@ed beswden
Old and New Cairo, which is called to this day, the miofque
of Ben Tolon. T

. hundred

\
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hundeed thoufand gold crowns, part of Morauss.
which was for the poor and.infirm, and the Hegyra 270.
refiduc was beftowed in confiderable gifts to - = 85s-
the learned, and fuch as cultivated letters.

. Butthis was a trifle if compared to the ex-
pence of his houthold; for he had feven
“thoufand flaves, feven thoufand horfes, eight
thoufand mules, as many camels, and three
bundred charging horfes for battle ; befides
this, the daily expence of his table was three
thoufand crowns; and which is very fur-
prifing, notwithftanding thefe great expences,
ten millions of gold were found in his cof-
fers after his death. He was, indeed, pof~
fefled of a prodigious revenue ; and it is af-
ferted, that the government of Egypt alone,
brought him in yeasly three hundred mil-
Lions of gold+. - :
. Ahmet, who was pofiefled of fo great a Rife of Ah-
fortune, was by birth a Turk, and was in ™
his youth a flave at Mamon’s court. He af-
terwards enlifted in the Turkith militia,
which was in the fervice of the Caliphs, and
having diftinguithed himfelf for his bravery,

'+ The abbot Renaudot, in the hiftory of *his patriarchs of
Alexandria, afferts, that El Makin, and Herbelot, who fol-
lowed him, were both miftaken in making the revenue of
Bgypt amonnt to fo large a fum. He affures us, from ap-
proved authors, that this province brought in about four
millions three hundred thoufand deniers of gold, and not
more; which was far from being inconfiderable, more efpe-
cially as Egypt had been many times ravaged by the Ara-
bians, and as the governorsplaced there before the days of Ah-
met, had entiched themfelves by exhauiting it, Hif. Patriar.
Alex.. p. 334 -

. he

-
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Moraues. he foon attained a high command in "that
fg;zyra 270. corps. At that time his Worth was well
- = 883 known at court; and as he had a.great foul,
an-elevated mind, and was a man of a inoft
polite and engaging behaviour, he was held
in the greateft efteem by the whole¢ mufiul-
manempire ; and the governments of Egypt
and Syria becoming vacant, the Caliph Mo-
taz thought he could not do better than to
confer them on fo deferving a fubjet. The
revolutions he caufed in the fequel, plainly
thewed that a more prudent choice might
have been made. He left thirty-three male
children, and was fucceeded by his eldeft
fon called Hamarowiah. El Makin relates,
that when Ahmet approached his end, he
raifed his hands and eyes to heaven, 'and
cried out, * Lord have mercy on him who
“hath known no bounds to his power; and
fhew him in thefe his laft moments that
thou wilt have compaflion upon him.” -

From the deceafe of this prince.till the
death of Muaffek, which happened tenyears
afterwards, nothing of moment paffed re-
lating to the reign of Motamed; and this
may be attributed tothe diftemper with whi¢h
- Muaffek was attacked at the ‘very time he
was on the point of marching out againft
Ahmet. He had already - felt fome few
flight fits of the gout, but the malady now
became habitual, and left him but fhort in-
tervals of eafe. Being deprived of his wont--
ed activity, and unable to ftir abroad, all l;;,

' cou
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-tould now do, was to make ufe of the few Moramso..
. moments in which he was free from his gegym 270.
pains, in giving orders for the well govern- ho e, 883
ing of the ftate; for though the Caliph had ‘
fhewn the utmoft difcontent and jealoufy, on
account of his brother’s having affumed the
fole management of publick affairs, he had
not made the leaft ftgp towards taking the’
reins of government into his own hands.

This prince was fo wedded to his plea-~ Parallel be.
fures, that he had never taken the leaft pains :;"“aﬂm;_
to inftruct himfelf in the duty of a fove- afek.
reign : howeyer, he was a man of wit, and
had a tafte for the belles lettres, for the
arts, and particularly for mufick, of which
he was paffionately fond ; but he addicted
himfelf to thefe kinds of ftudy, like a_pri-
vate man who had no other employment ;
or when he had gone too great a length in
his debauches, and not like a2 monarch who
paid a due regard to his duty, and the bufi-
nefs of the ftate, who ought no further ta
attempt the attaining fuch accomplithments,
than as they may ferve to amufe and unbend,
his mind after his more important occupa- -
tions. - :

Muaffek was of a very different difpofi-
tion. He at leaft equalled his brother in
wit, and was endowed with a penetration of
mind, fublimity of fentiment, and above all,
an extraordinary acivity in the adminiftra-
tion of publick affairs, to which Motamed
was an utter ftranger. This made him fuffer
Vor. IIL. T with
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Morauro. with greater regret the pains of a diftempet

Hegyra 270.
Ci.egyzt. 883.

which forced him toléad a fedentary life. -
But as the eye of the fovereign, or his re-
entative, is on fome occafions more ef-

al than orders, fo, at fuch times, his
Krefcnce was indifpenfibly neceflary ; and as
e could not fit on horfeback, he contrived
a kind of  chair, or rather portable cham=
ber; in which, placing himfelf in fuch 2
fition as was moft conducive to his cafe, 2
ve continually rubbed his legs and feet

| with fnow, which he found to be the only

means of alleviating his pains. - This chair
was carried by a certain number of flaves;
who were from time to time relieved by
others, forty men attending for that purs
fe. . . .

bul Faragius, from whom this fa& is
taken, mentions at the fame time a paffage,
which not only fhews the great humanity
of Muaffeck, but alfo gives us a high idea
of hischaraGer. That prince was far from
treating his flaveswith fo much harthnefs and
cruelty, as was ufual to the orientals; (and
which is far from uncommon, in refpect to
fervants of another kind, amongft nations
who pretend to be more polite)- he thought
his fervants were men like himfelf, and that
there was no difference between them -but
what arofe from the caprice of fortune : hé
was fenfible of the trouble he gave them;
and fometimes faid to them, “I'am fore yog
' ' mu
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mudt be wort.out with fatge: I pity you ; Morausa,
. but I am fo excruciated, htig:: 1 v*vfxott{k}l,‘s ra~ Hegyra 270.
ther change conditions with you than remain - 83
as { am; for, fpight of your fatigue, yon :
enjoy perfect health.” e
.- The great painswith which this prince .
was tormented, did not prevent him- from
continually ufing his utmoft endeavours to
pramote the quiet, and advance the glory of .
the ftate, which he alone could have con=
ducted under fo indolent a2 monarch as the
Caliph; and as he forefaw, that in cafe of
his death the ftate would be fo neglected as
to occafion great diforders, he early accufa
tomed his fon to bufinefs, that he might
efift him in his life-time, and on his death
might be capable of taking in hand the helm
of government. : :

Muaffek having thus pafled feveral years, Hegyraz78.
amidft the hurry of bufinefs and the torments “ = %"
of the gout, at laft finithed his courfe in the Death of Mu-
ap8th year of the Hegyra, and the 8914t of &
the Chriftian #ra. The death of this prince
was umniverfally lamented in the muflulman
empire. His goodnefs, mildnefs, his capacity
and bravery, had gained him the hearts of
all the people. The grandees of the ftate,
who knew him- intimately, from the fre-
quent opportunities they had of being
about his perfon, regretted his lofs the more ;
and in order to give ‘the higheft proof of

" regard to his memory, they intreated the
Caliph to beftow onTMothadcd his fan, ?111 |
| . 2 the’
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Morauzo. the honours and prerogatives which the fa--
Hegyra 278. ther had fo glorioufly enjoyed during his life-
Ch. 2r 891 time. 'To this requeft Motamed willingly
confented ; but he had foon caufe to repent
of his compliance. _
Mothaded his - So foon' as the unlimited power of Mu-

fon obliges  affek was transferred to Mothaded his fon,
the Caliph to

declare him _ that. prince refolved to take advantage of the . -

hisfucceflor.  Caliph’s weaknefs, and to open to himfelf a
way to the throne; but as hecould not fucceed
in his defign, without firft removing Giaffer
the fon of Motamed, whom the Caliph had
fome. years before appointed to be his fuc-
ceflor, he held a conference on that fubjet
with' the principal courtiers, who chufing
rather to fee him pofleffed of the diadem,
than the Caliph’s fon, whom they difliked
equally with the father, they refolved to go
in a body to the Caliph, to compel him to
annul the appointment of his fon, and to
nominate Mothaded in his ftead.

This affair having been communicated to
Motamed, he was greatly amazed at their
prefumption, in making him an offer equally
unkind and difadvantageous both to him and
his fon ; he gave a very cold reception to
thofe that made the propofal : however, as
he found, that this defign was not the work
of an inconfiderable party, but that his
‘whole court, and the principal men of the -
ftate, were attached to Mothaded, and de-
firous of the exclufian of Giaffer, he thought
it abfolutely neceffary to comply with their

. a - requeft,
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requeft, as the only means of preventingMoraueo.
thofe difturbances which would inevitably
have refulted from his refufal.

This extraordinary event happened in the Hegyra z79-

beginning of the 27gth yearof the Hegyra. “™ =" 8%
There was a general meeting of the nobility _
" and chief officers of the ftate, in which the
Caliph deprived his own fon of the right he
had to fucceed him in the throne, and trans-
ferred it to Mothaded.

The univerfal applaufe which was fhewn Motamed’s
on the taking this ftep, encreafed the Ca- death.
liph’s grief ; he was forthwith feized with a
- fit of melancholy, which foon brought him
- to the grave. He-died of a quinfey, in the
fiftieth year of his age, and the twenty-
third year of his reign." His corps was car-
ried from Bagdat to Samarath, where it was
buried. ‘ A

Acgording to E1 Makin, this prince had a
handfome countenance, but his complexion
was fomewhat brown ; his head was large,
and his face was pitted with the fmall-pox ;
his thape was faultlefs, and his beard long, -
‘which, as well as his hair, was beginning to
grow grey. .

As to his charatter, it may be well known His chara%er.
from what has been faid of him in the'ac-
count of his reign. This prince loved nought
but pleafure, and willingly refigned to others
~the management of the ftate. Muaffek
‘took advantage of hisindolence, and gained

fo great power as to govern the empire at his
: T 3 plealure,
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Morause. ‘pleafure. He was abfolute mafter of the -
lghegyrﬂ 279- finances ; infomuch that he fometimes re~
.59% fufed to give the Caliph fuch fums as hede-.

manded, on pretence he made am improper
ufe of money, when he had it in his power:
in fhort, Motamed lavifhed his income away
in trifling amufements, which wera held in
the higheft contempt by fuch .2 man as Mu-
affek.

El Makin mentions fome verfes which
the Caliph made one day, when his brothier -
had denied him fomething he afked for.
The verfes purported as follows : “ Is it pot
amazing, that a man like me fhould be re-
fufed {uch a trifle ! My name furrounds the;
whole world, and my hands are empty.” .

Amongft the learned men who dwelt at
Bagdat, fince the time literature had been
in requeft there, were two, who diftinguith-~
ed themfelves in the reign of Motamed.
The firft, who was called Alcendi, was the
fon of Ifaac, governor of Cufzh in the
reigns of Mehadi and Haroun. He wasa
perfet mafter of medicine, logick, aftro-
nomy, philofophy, geometry, arithmetick,
and mufick : they gave him the firname of
'The Philofopher, by way of excellence.

The fecond was a Chriftian, named Kofta

‘ebn Luca: he travelled over Greece, and

colleéted a great number of excellent works,

:which he tranflated into Arabick. An Ar-

menian lord, called Senarib, engaged-him

ip his fervice, and there he pafled the reft of

his
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his days. They erected a tomb of marble MoTuanen.
in memory of him, on which they caufed Hexrm 379.
the figure of a lyre to be engrayed : an ho- & 89
nour which was, beftowed only on kmgs

‘ and lcgnﬂators

)

MOTHADED BILLAH
The THIRTY-FIFTH CALIPH

Othaded ebn Muaffek was pro-
claimed Caliph the next day after
the death of his uncle Motamed ; and, on
his acceffion to the crown, he fhewed he
was worthy to ‘wear it. Being brought up
‘by a father, who, without afcending the
throne, had abfolutely governed the ftate;
under him he learned the art of reign-
ing, of which he gave fignal proofs dunng v
the whole coutfe ofg his Caliphate.

He was fure of the love of the people,
from their gratltude for his father’s fervices ;
and he encreafed it ftilt more by the favours
he beftowed on them during the whole
courfe of his reign, and even from the very
firft fteps he took towards the throne. As
he was entrufted with the management of
thegovernment immediately after his father’s
‘death, he foon difcovered that the people
were over-burthened by the taxes of the pre-
ceding year, fo that only a {fmall part thereof
.could be colle¢ted ; he therefore generoufly

T 4 remitted
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Mornapen. remitted the -arrears, and prudently .took
lciesyra 279: fuch meafures, that, for the future, the taxes
9 fhould be proportionable to the abilities of
his fubjects.
Mothaded * This prince was defirous, in the beommng
Alians,  of his reign, to ftrike a bold ftroke in favour
+ of the Alians; but he was diffuaded from
it by the reafons urged to the contrary by
his chief minifter. However, he beftowed
on.that. family all the favours he poffibly:
could, without raifing up enemies. :
Itis faid that the inclination which Mo~
thadcd entertained for that houfe, was ow-
ing to a dream he had at the time he led
a private life during the reign of his uncle,
He faw 2 man, who ftretching his hand over
the Tigris, drained that river dry, and after-
wards brought back the waters to their bed,
by withdrawing, his hand. The fame man
afked him. if he knew him, and Mothaded
anfwered in the negative: «“ I am Ali,” replied
he, ““thou feeft how great ismy power; when,
therefore thou fhalt afcend the thrape, take.
heed thou doft good to the children of my
race.” The prince gave his promife; and
this was the foundation for his fiding wiih
the Alians.
The Caliphis  Ip confequence of this promife he alfo
diffuadedirom pefolyed to caufe curfes to be publickly de-
curfes aga%nft nounced againft Mogwiyah the firft Caliph
Moawiyah. - of the Ommiyans, to revenge the memory
of Ali, againft whom that prince had alfo
caufed maledictions to be pronounced at the
time
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tirhe of publick prayers. Mothaded held aMoraapen.
. long conference on this fubject with Obei- feeyra 279 279:
dallah ebn Soliman his grand vizir, who
gave him very wholfome advice on the matter:
he remonftrated to him, that' the family of
the Ommiyans was greatly encreafed fince
the time the fatal blow was given in order
to deflroy it; that by curfing Moawiyah he
would anger all the relations of that prince,
and in a word all that belonged to the houfe
of Ommiyah; that it was a great happinefs
thofe princes remained quiet, and therefore
it would be imprudent to ftir up an old
quarrel, which might induce them to con-
fider their ftrength and power, and to en-
deavour to make ufe of it, to the great diftur-
bance and detriment of the ftate. He ftrongly
infifted on the difference between the con-
du®t ofthe Alians and Ommiyans, and en-
treated the Caliph to corifider that the latter
had raifed no great commotions with a view to
reinftate themfelves ;- whereas the Alians had
ever been turbulent and reftlefs, and fcarce .
ateign had pafied but fome one of that family .
had made attempts to regain the throne ; that
he ought carefully to avoid giving them any .
advantage, as they were too much inclined
to make an ill ufe of it ; and in fthort, that he
might be afflured the Alians and Ommiyans '
equally hated the Abaffians ; and that for the
future no diftin&ion ought to be made be~
tween them,

- 'The
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Mornanes..  -TheCaliph was convinced by thefe reafons
Hegyra 279. of his vizir; that is to fay, he did not put his

Ch, 2z, 892

" defign againft the Ommiyans in execation ;
however, he thought himfelf bound to thew
fome favour to the Alians, in confequence
of his promife made in the before-mentioned
dream ; for the orientals paid a great regard
to dreams There were men amongft them
whofe fole bufinefs it was to interpret their
fleeping thoughts; and they did not want
bufinefs, for the heat of the climate made
them fubject to dreams and vifions. It will
appear that the Caliph was more fubjeét to
fuch delufions than any other perfon; and,
natwithftanding his eminent qualifications, it
is highly probable hewas a little enthufiaftick.

g;gyﬂ 280.  Some months after Mothaded’s acceffion,
- = 893 embaffadors arived at his court ‘from Ha-

Mothaded

gives a fa-

marowiah, fon of the famous Ahmet ebn
‘Tholon, and' his fuceeffor in the govern-

voursblere- ‘ments of Egypt and Syria.” He followed
e o his father’s example, fet up as fovereign in
fromthe Sul- thofe governments, and even affumed the
tanof Egypt. -¢itle of Saltan; but as he had condefcended

‘to- demrand an inveftiture of the Caliph, ‘he

‘was no'longer confidered as a rebel, but as

a fovercign, whom they were unwillingly

forced to tolerate. That prince therefore

-boldly fent an embafly to Mothaded, and of-

fered his daughter, called Ketrolnada, . in
marriage to the Caliph’s eldeft fon. :

_ 'The embaffadors metwith a favourable re-.

, “eeption from Mothaded, who having takena

liking
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liking to Ketrolnada, from the defcription that Morsansn, °
was given him of her beauty, an{wered, that Hegyaéo.
he partly confented to the Sultan’s propofal ; & ® 893 -
that he would receive the princefs with great
pleafure at his court, but not as a wife for his
fon, fince he chofe rather to také her for
himfelf. Hamarowiah, delighted with this
anfwer, fent and returned the Caliph thanks ;:
and from that moment a perfeft under«
ftanding fubfifted between the two princes;.
Ketrolnada being then too young to be mar-
ried, did nat fet out for Bagdat till about

two years after the contraét was figned with
the Caliph, .- S
In that interval Mothaded was forced ta He puts an

take up arms to ftop the incurfions of a large S40 2 revelt
body of Arabians and Curdes, who having biansand = |
joined their forces, entered Mefopotamia, Curdes.
and plundered all the country about Mofful.

The news of this irruption having been
_brought to Bagdat, the Caliph departed at

the head of his traops, and marched with -

the utmoft expedition towards Moflul, where

he approached the rebels. By means of
marches and counter-marches, theyfor fome

time avoided coming to blows with that

prince, and made fome feints in order to
prevent jt; but Mothaded obferved them fo.
narrowly, and followed them fo clofely, that

atlaft he came up with them near the river

Zaban, where they were driven to the ne-

ceflity of conquering or dying. In this

place a bloody adtion enfued, which termi-

nated
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Mornaoen. nated greatly in the Caliph’s favour. The
Hegyra 281. rebels were either cut in pieces or drowned
Ch.#:-894- in the river, and the few that efcaped were

He feizes
Mardin and
razes it.

dam appeared at court, and afking pardap

difperfed on all fides.
After this expedition, Mothaded being

difpleafed with a lord named Hamadam,

who feemed to be plotting fome treafon, and
for the execution of which he had caufed
to be built on his lands a ftrong citadel called
Mardin, came in perfon to attack the place.
On the Caliph’s approach Hamadam quitted
the citadel, and left his fon to defend it.
The fiege was therefore begun, and many
attacks made on the place, which was de-
fended with great bravery. Thefe affaults
not fucceeding, and the Caliph being de-
firous to fpare his troops, approached the
fort in perfon, and demanded a parley with.
the fon of Hamadam : the affair was con-
cluded at the firft conference. Mothaded
having promifed that young officer fafety of
life for himfelf and his garrifon, if he would
{urrender the place, the terms were accepted.
The commandant marched out with his
troops, and the Caliph forthwith iffued or-

‘ders, that all the furniture and other effets,

ammunition, warlike machines, and provi-
fions, fhould be carried away; and he then

‘caufed the citadel to be razed. The de-
ftruction of this fort put an end as well to

the quarrel as to the Caliph’s difpleafure;
for foon after his return to Bagdat, Hama-

for
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for his fault, Mothaded gave him a gracious Morraes.
reception ; and that officer and his fon took fciﬁgyra 282.°
the oath of allegiance to him. - e B9s:e

In a few months after this event, the prin~ Diverfions on
cefs whom the Caliph was to marry, made 20unt of the
. her entrance into Bagdat with great pomp Mothaded
and filendour. On this occafion, Hama- mem'
rowiah difplayed his immenfe riches: his”
daughter was attended by. a numerous train
of the greateft lords in Syria and Egypt,
who carried prefents of ineftimable value,
which were to be given to the Caliph in his
name. .

'Mothaded, -on his part, received the prin-
cefs with the utmoft magnificence. From
the time of her arrival till the marriage, and
- even long afterwards, there were daily pub-

lick diverfions and fumptuous entertain-
ments, which rendered Bagdat a moft de-
lightful abode, where all men were parta-
kers of joy and pleafure; for thefe enter-
tainments were not confined to the court
alone ; the people had their diverfions, and
there were exhibited, as well in the ftreets
as on the Tygris, fpeCtacles of various kinds,
which were concluded by entertainments
given to the inhabitants in different parts of
the city. '
* But whilft they were in the midft of their Hamarowiah
pleafures, news arrived which damped the s affaffinated.
joy of the whole court, on account of the
grief it occafioned to the Caliph and his new
bride ; Hamarowiah was no more. They
were
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were informed he was affaflinated at Da=
mafcus in the night<ime, by one of his
fervants®*. Mothaded, who had entertained
a cordial friendfhip for that prince, was
greatly moved at fo fatal an evént 5 and his
grief was augmented by the lamentations
uttered by the affe@ionate Ketrolnada, when
the was informed of her father’s death..

In a fhort time they received .from that
place news almoft equally difagrecable. The
officers and chief men of Damafcus were -
divided in opinion touching the perfon to
fucceed Hamarowiah : fome of them named
Geifch, the eldeft fon: of that prince, who
forthwith poflfefied himfelf of the throne;
firmly bent to maintain the pofieffion hehad
taken. Others of the nobility, who were
in the intereft of Hamarowiah’s brother, and
would have him for. their fovereign, went
armed to the palace to attack the new Sul-
tan, and force him to condefcend to theit
will ; but that prince having caufed his un-»

* The debaucheries of this prince were the caufe of his
defiru&ion. Having one day caufed a young man to be beaten
to death, becaufe he would not comply with his infamous des
fives, his own fervants were fo thocked at his behaviour, that
they refolved to affafiinate him in his fleep ; but, in order to
executé theit defign, they were forced to wait till he fhould
leave Egypt, for the thing would not have been pradticatdo is

- that country. This prince had about him a tame lionefs,

who lay at his feet whilit he flept, and would not fuffer any
perfon to appreach her mafter till he was awake. When hé
travelled, the lionefs remained in Egypt; and Hamarowiah
going to pafs fome time at Damafcus, his fervants made ufe
of that opportunity, and one nicht’cut off his head. Renau-~
dot’s Hitt. Patriar.. Alex. p..334.. o

: I cle’s
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tle’s head to be cut off, and thrown out of Moraassy.-
the window amidft the mutineers, who were Hegyra 282. -
then fighting with his guards, they were fg Oh#r- 395"
firuck at the - fight that they inftantly -re<
tired ; however, they did not quit their re-
folution of depafing the Sultan, '

But they could not carry it into execution Hegyra 285,
till the following year. They returned with.Ch. =r. 8g5..
an armed force, attacked that prince, killed He is killed,
him, together with his mother, plundered and Haroun

the palace, and afterwards retired to a place }:,'fc;ﬂ?:d B

- of fafety. Haroun, the fecond fon of Ha<

tharowiah, was in a fhort. time proclaimed
fultan. Thefe revolutions happened in Sy-
ria- within-the fpace of 'a few. months, and
all the tranfa&ions pafled in the city of Da-
mafcus, which Hamarowiah had chofen to
be the capital - of his dominions.

So foon as the confufion occafioned by the Haroun re.
erpetration of thefe horrid deeds (which ®ives thein-
had happened upon the back of one another) confideration
was a little over, Mothaded refolved to take of a trihute.
fome meafures to fix the dependence of the’

Sultan of Egypt in relation to the Caliphs,
by other means than a bare inveftiture ; in-
fomuch that when Haroun wrote to him to -
demand it, that pfince refufed to comply till
he had agreed to pay the Caliph an annual
duty of a- mllhon of gold, over and befides
five hundred thoufand crowns. 'The Sultan
being defirous of procuring Mothaded to ‘be
his friend and protettor, readily complied
thh what was required of him; antib b‘?
efe
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Moraaoen. thefe means he, in 2 few years, gained twa
Hez)'fa 283. other confiderable governments, which the
" Caliph added to thofe he was already pof-
feffed of, on payment of an annual fum of
four hundred thoufand crewns.
TheCa.h‘Ph’ In this year Mothaded was greatly tor-
upealnelt o, mented with dreams and vifions ; .the fol-
hehad.  lowing is one (amongft others) of a pretty
fingular kind : being retired one day- to his
apartment to fleep, all the doors flew open,
and a phantom appeared before him : this
‘vifion was repeated feveral times, but the
phantom always appeared in a different form;
at one time like a dervife, at another like a
merchant, and again under the likenefs of. a
foldier. The colour and complexion were
alfo changed each time : for the figure was
fometimes pale, fometimes florid, and at
other times fhining with luftre, and again -
of a dark-brown hue; and i ity attitudgs-and
paces were alfo diverfified: in fhort, thcfc
repeated apparitions made a great noife in
Bagdat, and found full employmest for the
aftrologers, and mterpreters of dreams, who
were not able to give any fatisfatory folu-
tion of the matter. Some faid that the
phantom was one of the genii, or a hob-
goblin, called Ginne by. the Arabians
others, that it was a devil fent to torment
that prince ; and others,_that it was an an-
gel fent to warn him to repent of his faults.
Some perfons of fenfe imagined it to be no
more than amﬁcc, and carried on in all
Lo proba-
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probability b)' fome officer of the court, who Moruanxp.
had a defign in view, the execution of ' which Hegyra 283. -
might be forwarded by intimidating the Ca~ - 2~ 86
lph : they hinted their fufpicions to him ;
and on thisoccafion he treated fome of his
houfhold very roughly, in hopes of difcos
vering the impofition. But, after all, thefe
vifions might well take their rife in an over.
heated imagination, which miiht bring be-

fore the fight objefts, on which it was em<
* ployed with too great attention. :

‘Judictal aftrology, ' to which the Arabians Hegyra 284,
applied themfelves with their accuftomed Ch- &r. 8g7.
‘eagernefs, greafly contributed to keep up, grear indi-
and even give a rife to dreams and vifiofis nation ofthe
amongft people of fo warm a fancy, wheo Stientls to
being firuck by the predictions of their aftro. &
logers, imagined they really faw all they
hoped, or all they feared. When a dream
had made an impreffion upon ‘them, they
had immediate recourfe to thofe whofe bus
finefs it was to interpret them ; and as their
interpretations' fometimes by chance proved
true, they gained the greateft efteem and
credit; and the people endeavoured to im- -
pofe on themfelves, by not confidering, that
for the moft part they were not only miftaken
in their predictions, but that the very con-
trary happened to what they had foretold.
Though the - princes were better inftructed
than the people, yet they alfo gave into this
ridiculaus fuperftition ; and there was not a
fovereign in the Eaft, who had not at his

Yor. 1L u court
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Morsansp. Courtan aftrologer, and interpreter of dreams;

Hegyra 284.
Ch. zr. 897.

Falfity of its
predn&tons

who were, if I may be allowed the ex-
preffion, officers of ftate.
This very year produced an inftance of the
falfity of the preditions of judicial aftrolo-
All the eminent men in that {cience
had unanimouly foretold, that in the 284th
year of the Hegyra, fuch torrents of rain
would fall, that the furface of greater Afia,
through the whole extent of the mahome-
tan empire, would be covered with water ;
and that this would be fhortly followed by
the overflowing of all the rivers. .
Inftead of this kind of deluge, there hap-
pened f{o terrible a drought over almoft all
Afia, that the {prings failed, and trees and

- plants withered and died on the ground;

Hegyra 285. -

Ch. zr. 8g8.

Rife of the
fe& of the
Karmathians.

infomuch that publick prayers and fafts

were ordered to obtain rain : but notwith-

ftanding this event, fo diametrically oppofite

to what had been foretold with the greateft

confidence, aftrology loft very little of its

credit, and was foon in as great requeft as it

had formerly been.

The following year they were forced to

take the field, to ftop the progrefs of a fet

of enthufiafts, who had alarmed all Ara-.

.bia: they were called Karmathians, from

the name of the founder of their religion
and do@rine. This man at firft contented
hindfelf with propagating his tenets; but

they that fucceeded him, finding their dif-
ciples very numerous, prevm}ed on them to

‘take
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také up arms, and endeavoured to maké Morsazp,
conquefts. Before I give an account of their Hegyra 285.

exploits, it may not be improper to defcribe ¢
the perfon and doétrine of the founder of
this fect. ‘

Karmath, for fo the impoftor was called,
was born in a village near Cufah, called Ha+
madan Karmaz ; whence he took his name 3
others fay he was fo named, becaufe he was
little and deformed, according to the figni-
fication of the Arabian word Karmath, He
publithed a do&rine tending to the overthrow
of Muflulmanifm ; and as the new preacher.
made an affected thew of great aufterity of
life, he gained a great number of difci- .
ples, and made an amazing progrefs in Ara+
bia. ’

But notwithftanding his pretended aufte~
rity, his do&rine was far from being fo ftri&%
as that of Mahomet; except only in regard
to prayer, which he ordained to be made
fifty times a-day, whereas the prophet com-
manded only five prayers a-day : the reft of
his tenets may be brought into a narrow

compafs; for he allegorized all the precepts.

of the muffulman law. According to his
dotrine, even prayer was but a fymbol of
the obedience which they owed to the Imam
or chief of the fec. Fafting was a fymbol
of the fecrecy that ought to be obferved, in
refpect to fuch as were not of the fect: and
fidelity to their chief was typified by the
precept. againft fornication and adultery.:

. U 2 Befides,

h: xr, 893, .



202
MoTaaD2D.

Hegyra 283.
Ch. xr. 898.

The HISTORY of
Befides, he permitted his difciples to eat all
that was prohibited by the muffulman law,
and thereby freed them from many very
troublefome things ; for example, from fre-
quent ablutions, which he fupprefied, and
other legal ceremonies of that kind: in a
word, inﬁcad of requiring the tenth part of all
goods for the ufe of the poqr, he demanded
only the fifth, which he direCted fhould be
epplied to the maintenance of the Imam,

his was the title he affumed, and which he
ordered his followers to beftow on fuch as
thould fucceed him in the fovereign power,
as well fpiritual as temporal.

. - This fe€ made its firft appearance about

the 275th year of theHegyra ; but for atime
it paﬁ'ccf almoft unnoticed. Karmath preached
only in villages, and other places in the
neighbourhood of great cities, and deferred
making a ‘more publick appearance, till he
had gained a fufficient number of difciples.
As coadjutors to his miflian, he was pro-
vided of twelve men, whom he had inftruct-
ed, and who likewife difperfed themfelves
in the little towns and other bhye-places. .
The dotrine of Karmath was forthwith,
embraced with great zeal by the flaves, and
all fuch as were forced to labour. They
took in a literal fenfe what he told them of
the neceffity of praying fifty times a-
day; and as this was much more eafy than
their daily tafk, they left their work, under:
pretext of going to prayers. The mafters:
- were
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were a long time before they could difcovet Mornaoes.
whence the negligence of their flaves pro- HégyraaSy.
ceeded ; but at laft a great lord in the coun- Ch. er. 8
try, having obferved that his lands were not
cultivated, tharply reprimanded the overfeer
of his labourers : and he havihg alledged in
his juftification, that for fome time they had
quitted their work againft his will, on pre-
tence of faying their prayers, the lord afked
what could be the caufe of fo ill-timed a
devotion ; and having been informed that a
new apoftle named Karmath, had princi«
ally occafioned this diforder, he fent his
fervants to apprchend him; and having con-
fined him in a room in his caftle, he put the
key under his pillow, well pleafed that he
had got into his power a man, whafe doctrine
was calculated to introduce idlenefs, under
colour of piety. He declared to feveral of
his friends, who were that day at his houfe,
that he would himfelf infli¢ a due punifh-
ment on the new apoftle, and that on the
next day he would' caufe his head to be cut
off. '
Thedaughter of this nobleman took com.-
ﬁnﬂion on Karmath ; fhe artfully ftole the
kay of the room in which he was confined,
and having releafed the prifoner, fhe putit
again in the place whence the took it, un-
perceived of her father. The next morn-
ing this lord going to caufe the new dotor
to be executed, he was greatly amazed to
: U3 find
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find no perfon in the room of which he him-
felf had kept the key. ‘

The efcape of this impoftor made a great
noife, and by means of his artful manage-
ment, contributed greatly to the fuccefs of
his pretended miffion: however, he dared
no longer to remain in a place where he had
run fo great a rifque ; he therefore departed,
and went. to remote parts with his difciples,
where he boafted that his enemies had en-
deavoured to apprehend him, but that God
had been pleafed, on this occafion, to give
him a manifeft proof of -his proteétion, by
miraculoufly freeing him from their hands.

" Such was the account he gave of that
event to his difciples ; he even aflured them,
that for the future no perfon would dare to
make the leaft attempt upon him: info-

‘much, that this adventure was not only a

matter for exulting, but alfo ferved confi-
derably to augment the number of his fol~
lowers. Weare not told what kind of end
this impoftor came to ; but it is certain, that
after his death'the fe@ was headed by enter~
prifing men, who finding their party very
numerous, inftructed their difciples in mili--

~ tary difcipline, began to plunder’ and lay

Hegyra ’86p
Ch, zr. 899,

wafte, and even to make conquets.

Thus the Karmathians continued their
inroads over great part of Arabia, and at
laft came and exercifed their ravages even in
Arabian Irak, beipg at that time under comé-

. man
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woand of a leader, equally cruel and brave; Moraapen.
who. gave quarter to no Muflulman, * This Hegyra 286,
general was called Abu Said Habah ; he had Ch. ar. 899. -
already attained fo great a degree of power, .
that he affumed. the title of prince, of the
Karmathians. Being as able a man as their
founder; but a much greater warrior, hg
had accuftomed his followers to labour, fa-
tigue, fobricty, and obedience, which' hg
made a proper ufe of, in order, to gain pof-
feflion of fome territories wherein he pros
pofed to eftablith himfelf, after the manner
of many other rebels, who by dint.of care
and pains, had procured themfelves to bg
acknowledged ag fovereigns. .

Mothaded having. been informed of the The Caliph
terror and devaftations caufed by thefe en-~ ie"‘;i;f:lf:’
thufiafts in his dominions, fent out againft Karmathians.
them a body of troops, .under the command
of .Abbas ben Amroy, one of his chief offi-
cers. ‘This campaign proved unfuccefsful
to the Muflulmep. In vain did Abbas pug
in practice every military artifice to furprife
the Karmathians : he had to do with an ex-
perienced general, and with troops amongft
whom, the ftri¢teft difcipline had been intro- -
duced, infomuch that nothing was left but
to come to a regular engagement. .

And in a thort time a pitched battle was They are de-
fought, in which the Muflylmen and Kar- feated,and the
mathians vied with each other, in giving ,g:él:;;,'i?ow_
fignal proofs of bravery ‘and intrepidity.

Abbas, whoat firft made not the leaft doubt
U 4 of
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Movuaven. of obtainingﬁa vitory, was arnaged at-the

Hegyra 286. obftinate r:
a inate re

x5,

ance of the Karmathians ; but

" he was much more fo, when he faw his

troops give ground upon their attacks : he
did all that a great general could do to re-
animate his fold %Tlcrs; but as he greatly ex-

fed himfelf, in order to fet an example to

is men, the enemy made a violent puth,
broke his main body, and cut in pieces all
they met. The gencral was taken prifoner,
with eight or nine hundred men, as well
officers as foldiers ; the reft-of his army was
put to the rout, and purfued to a great dif-
tance.

So foon as Abu Said was mafter of thc

" muffulman general; he commanded him to

be carried, together with the reft of the pri-
foners, to a neighbouring place. As Abbas
well knew the cruel difpofition of the con-
queror, he was feized with fear the moment
he fell into his hands, and found himfelf fo
clofely confined. . He thought fuch a kind
of treatment was a finifter prefage of what
would happen to him in the fequel ; and he
cach moment expeted to fall a facrifice to
the cruelty of the Karmathians, when he
was informed that Abu Said intended to pay
him a vifit, and was defirous of having a
private conference with him.

The general came to-the prifon, and foon
freed Abbas from his fears: for he imme-

- diately offered him his life and liberty, on

? condition,
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coridition, however, that he fhould fwear to Morsasen.
rform what he was dbout to enjoin him. ‘Pegyra 86,

Abbas having taken the eath, the Kar< - $99-
mathian fpoke to him in thefe terms: ¢ Imfb_
requiré thee to inform the Caliph of what Ibas, and Ate
fhall fay to thee. I am an inhabitant of the S
Defert, and accuftomed to live on a {fmall
matter. I have not taken from thy mafter
any of his forts or cities. The troops he fent
out againft me have been defeated, bécaufe
- my {foldiers are ufed to labour, and to live
hard; his, on the contrary, require all the
comforts and conventencies of life; when
they make war in this barren country, where
they want all things, they difband, and then
I give no quarter to fuch’ as fall into my
hands. ‘"Thou may’ft therefore reprefent to .
the Caliph, that’a ‘war carried on againft me
will always prove deftructive and ufelefs to
him ; and that, if he is wife, he will leave
me uhmolefted.” o '

Abbas 'ht!ving promiﬁed to givt a faithfu]l—l'egyu 287.
account to thre Caliph of all that had beenCh- - goo.
told him, Abu Said fet himat likerty. Abbas
performed his promife ; and, in confequence - ,
of the report he made, Mothaded, the -
advice of his minifters, refolved to make no :
further attempt on the Karmathians, whilft
they thould remain on the ground they had
chofen, and in which it was indeed difficule
to gain any great advantage over them. ‘

. For along titne they watched theirmotions, Hegyra 288,
without taking any other meafures to fub- Ch.ar. goi.
' due
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Motraoen. due a party which yet was daily acquiring-
Hegyra2§8. additional ftrength. During this interval the
Ch.&r- 901 whole province of Aderbijan was affliGted
The B“ﬁ; by the plague, which made a terrible havock.
ima. “®"So many died there of that diftemper, that
the living did not fuffice to bury the dead.
Their bodies for the moft part lay above
ground, in the houfes and fields, and many-
even on.the road-fide, which made the con~
tagion to rage with continual fury. Itwas
computed that in the capital of that province
alone, the plague carried off more than
_fifteen thoufand perfons.

The Greeks  During this period of time, the frontiers.
make an ir- were affliGted by another fcourge. The
Tpuon. Greeks made an irruption into the maho-
metan provinces. They took and plundered
the city of Kaifume, and carried away more
than twelve thoufand of the inhabitants into
flavery. The Grecians did not give themy
time to march out againft them, in order
to punith them for the infult; for they juft
appeared, and marched back again with the

utmoft expedition. o :
Hegyra289.  L1he Karmathians having  firengthened
Ch. ar.goz. themfelves during the-time they remained
The Karma undifturbed, advanced into the muffulman
thians conti. Gominions, and began their ravages anew.
nue to ravage. In order to be able to plunder a greater ex~
tent of country, they divided their forces into
feveral bodies, which carried terror and con-
.fufion on all fides; in this manner they pe-
-netrated almoft to the city of Cufah, and
' ' ' ' feemed

Ny
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' féemed to threaten a nearer approach. 'The Motsaneo.
Caliph immediately iffued orders for repair- Hegyra 28’
ing the fortifications of Baforah, and aug- Ch, &r. goz
imented the garrifon of thatcity ; and he at
the fame time caufed a body of troops to
march towards. the peighbourhood of Cufah.
He gave the command of thefe forces ta.an
able .officer, and recommended it to him te
take proper advantage of the divifion which
Abu-8aid had made of his troops, that he
might with the more eafe defeat him.
. This enterprize was more fuccefsful than They are de-
the laft which was undertaken againft the ﬁﬁf‘é}?ﬁ
rebels. Mothaded’s general having maturgly made prifos
weighed their .motions, found an opportu- ner
nity of {eparately engaging one of the bodies,
which: was ravagipg the country near Cufah.
And. he .attacked. it fo furioufly that the
enemy could not ftand their, ground : this
detachment was cut in pices, and the com-
mander of it made prifoner. It was Abu
Said himfelf, that formidable chief, who had
fo long and boldly kept the ficld.
He was immediately fent to Bagdat under Abu Said is
a firong guard, and brought before the Ca- proight be-
liph. Though AbuSaidwas a prifoner, and in Caliph.
a condition to expect nothing but death, yet
‘he entered the palace, and appeared before
the prince with as much boldnefs and un-
concern as if he had been at the head of his
own.army. Mothaded was furprifed at his
appearance, but he was much more fo at
the language uf¢d by that rebel, in the con-
o | ference
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ference held between them. He was not only
bold, but infolent, and examining the rife of
the Dynafty of the Abaffians, he made it ap-
pear that this family had unjuftly poflefied
themfelves of the Caliphate, by thewing
that the head of it, Abu’l Abbas, (who

" Jived in the days of Abu Beker and Omar)

Heisputto -

death.

'was excluded from the fucceflion to the
throne, and confequently, he faid, all his
defcendants were comprized in the exclufion:
whence he inferred, that Mothaded had no
right to call him to an account for his con-
du&@: and he with the fame boldnefs faid to
bim in exprefs terms ; ¢ Why do you trouble
yourfelf about our opinions or ations? mind
only what relates to yourfelf.”

. 'The Caliph, enraged at theinfolence of this
rebel, put an end to the conference, and
fentenced him to death., He was condemned
to have his hands and feet cut off, and to
‘be afterwards hanged on the common gib-
bet This execution was fo far from intimi-
dating the Karmathians, that it feemed to
render them more obftinate in their revolt:
they chofe for their leader an officer named
Zacarwish, a brave and intrepid man, who
foon found employment for the Muffulmen,
but not till the reign of the next Caliph ; for

The death of Mothaded died the fame year, having lived

Mothaded.

forty-nine years, of which he had reigned
nine. He left three children, who fuccefe
fively poffefled the throne. The firft was
called Moktaphi, the fecond Moktader, and
the third Caher. This
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' ThisCaliph wasregretted by the whole muf-
fulman empire. He%;d gained the affections
of his fubjedts, on account of his goodnefs,
his underftanding, and his great capacity in
the condu& of publick affairs. He was as
fparing as poffible of the blood of his people,
having never made war but when he could
by no means avoid it. His officers feared
him, for he was naturally hafty, and not
eafily pleafed, but his paffion lafted not long,
and he foon recovered his ufual modera~
tion. '

By the following inftance it will appear,
that though this Caliph was eafily moved t6
wrath, yet he may be propofed as an example
of moderation, which few princes would be
capable of. Abdallah ebn Soliman, who
was an eye witnefs, relates the fac in thefe
terms: <« A flave being one day near that
prince, inadvertently ftruck him a great blow

with the ftick whereto the fringe was faftened,

which they made ufe of to drive away the flies
that incommoded him. I faw him ftart, and
was not a little moved my felf, fays Abdallah,
for 1 forefaw the pupithment the poor wretch
muft fuffer for his aukward careleflnefs ; but
T was much amazed when I heard the Caliph
fay, with great coolnefs, furely the fellow is
afleep! Upon this I fell at the prince’s feet,
and cried out: O commander of the faithful,
had I not feen, had I not heard it, I thould
never have believed that a monarch could
have carried his moderation fo far. Was it

i fit

3ar
MoTHADED,

Hegyra 289.
Ch. ar. 902.;

His charaQer.
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Morsaneo. fit I thould have aced otherwife? anfwered

Hegyra 289. the Caliph, I do not believe he did it de-

Ch.=r. 902. fignedly, and therefore it is excufable; for
‘ voluntary faults alone merit punifhment.”

This prince was highly blamed for the

reat regard he fhewed to the Alians : indeed

%c did them all the fervice in his power ;

and when he was gently reproved on that

account, he was never at a lofs for a dream

to authorize his condu¢t. The following in-

ftance of his behaviour in that refpect, is

worthy being related : Mahomet ben Zaid,

rince of Mazanderan, was accuftomed to

fend yearly to Mecca the fum of thirty thou-

fand gold crowns, to be diftributed amongft

fuch of the houfe of Ali as were in want.

It fell out one year, that this prince having

fent that fum to a merchant in Bagdat, to be

remitted to the ufual place, the officer of

juftice feized the money : the merchant hav-

ing preferred his complaint to the Caliph, he

iffued out an order, that the money fhould

be forthwith reftored. The enemies of the

Alians, with a view to fupport the feizure,

waited on the Caliph, and endeavoured to

get the order revoked; but Mothaded told

them he had lately had a dream, in which

Ali, appearing to him, predicted, that his

three fons fthould reign after him ; and that

he had recommended it to him, out of gra-

titude for the prediction, to be favourable to

his race, and by his example to incite his

children to grantthem their prote¢tion. For
this
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this good information, he thought he could Moraanen.
da no lefs than favour the Alians, more efpe- Hegyra289.

cially upon an occafion where charity alone
would forbid the depriving them of the
means of fubfiftance. With this anfwer
therefore he difmifled them, and fent the
money to Mecca.

. El Makin tells us, that Mothaded being
in want of a large fum of money, fent for
one of the Magi, who was reputed to be the
richeft merchant  in Bagdat. That prince
informed him that his treafury would not
furnith him with the money neceffary for an
enterprize he was about to take in hand,
and therefore -he had recourfe to him to
fupply the deficiency. < If it is in my
power, my lord, to advance the fum you
want, I fhall do it with the greateft readi-
nefs,” anfwered the merchant, < for all I
have is at your fervice.” But you da not
mention a word touching fecurity,” replied
the Caliph, “and I cannot conceive how you
propofe to recover your money.” “My lord,”
faid the merchant, ¢ you are commander
of the faithful ; God has thought fit to truft
in your hands the lives and fortunes of his
fervants, and you manage them well, for

you are a lover of juftice; why then fthould-

I hefitate to truft you with my money ?”
The Caliph was fo well pleafed with fo open
and generous a behaviour, that he thanked
the merchant, and faid to him, « Well! go
thy ways, I will not borrow any thing of

thee ;

Ch. zr. goz..
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thee ; but if thou wanteft money, come to
me, and I will always fupply thee out of my
coffers.” '

Another author relates an extraordinary

adventure, in.which a Muffulman named
Scheik Katat was concerned, and wher
he gained the friendfhip and efteem of the
Caliph, as well as a higﬁ charaCter and great
refpect in Bagdat.
- This Muflulman, who was a perfon of
honour. and probity, one day paffing the
fireets of Bagdat, heard a woman cry out
for help. Scheik having forthwith entered
the houfe, found there a Turk, who was
attempting to force 2 woman : he fharply re-
primanded the' man, who he returned ill
language, and .even threatened worfe treas-
ment. Scheik not thinking himfelf able to
punith the Turk for his infolence, afcended
the minaret of a neighbouring mofque, and
called the people to prayers. Though it was
not the appointed hour, yet manz;l?erfom
flocked thither ; and Scheik having informed
them of the fa&, they forthwith went. and
apprehended the Turk, who was punithed
on the fame day.

The Caliph having been informed of this
event, was highly pleafed with it. At his
defire Scheik was brought before him ; and
he ordered that Muffulman always to ufe
the fame means to put a fiop to any future
diforder, till he could apply a remedy, by
infli¢ting due punifhment on the o&'cndel;s.
- y
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By this means Scheik became fo refpectible Moraavsn.
i Bagdat; that not a man dared in his pre- Hegyra 289.
fénce to infringe the rules of decency and ©b- = 90%
good order.

An author hamed Mohammed ben Ab.
daluech, fays on this head, That a tradef-
man of Bagdat lent a confiderable fum of
money to a lord of the court, who, after
having ufed it a long time, at laft refufed to
pay it. ‘The tradefman commenced a law-
fuit againft him for the debt; the courtier
defended it for the fake of delay, and the
creditor -having been at a great expence to
profecute his fuit, without fuccefs, refolved
to fit down with the lofs, and more efpe-
cially as his affairs were thereby fo greatly
prejudiced, that he found it neceflary to
quit Bagdat. One of his friends, to whom
he communicated his grievance, advifed him
to complain to Scheik : the tradefman fol«
lowed his advice, and fuccefs foon attended
this ftep. Scheik went to the courtier, and
talked to him fo roundly; that for fear of
being expofed, he foon paxd the tradcfman
his full demand. _

The reign of Mothaded was diftin gmfhed Learned men
by the great number of learned men that gy durin
flourithed under his Caliphate. - Thabet ebn the re!gno
Korra, and Ahmet ebn Mohammed, were Mothaded-
famous amongit others, on account of their
extenfive knowledge.
- The former publithed feveral works upon
logxck metaphyficks, and medicine. He

Vou. IIL. X ‘wrote
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Morng\pgp. wrote iln‘ Syr_iac the hxﬁory Of the ancicnt Sa-
gjsm 289. beans, and gave a very ufeful and particular
- #2°% account of thejr cuftoms, the precepts of

Rife of the
Samanites.

their religion, and their civil laws, The
latter compofed feveral works onthe fciences,
towhich the ancient Arabians applied them-.
felves. The Caliph was thoroughly ac-
quainted with their great difcernment and
knowledge, and progtcd by their advice in
many affairs of the ytmoft importance ; and
3s they were very good companians, he not
only converfed with them with great free-
dom and unreferve, but readily admitted

~ them to all his parties of pleafure.

. During the Caliphate of this prince, the
Dynafty of the Samanites arofe, and efta-
blithed itfelf on the ruins of the Dynafty of
the Soffaritess. Motamed, who praceded
Mothaded, had lived upon gaod terms with
Amrou ebn Leith, who was, as we havg
faid, the fecond prince of the Dynafty of
the Soffarites. He had even dong impor-
tant fervice to the Caliph, in gaining a
victory for him over Mohammed, the fon,
of Zeid, who had been proclaimed Caliph
in Chorafan. Amrou defeated him in a
battle, and fent him bound to Bagdat.

Out of gratitude for this piece of fervice,
Motamed always fhewn a great regard
and efteem for Amrou, and had even de-
clared himfelf his friend on many occafions &
but Mothaded. perceiving, that the power
of this_ prince augmg:nt,cf daily, refolved to.
.. . ~ farce

«
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force from out of his hands, all fuch parts Mormanso.
of his dominions, as his brother and he had Igﬁ.ﬂﬁ 289.
ufurped from the Caliphs. - . S

Mothaded brought over to his fide Ifh-
mael, the fon of Ahmet, and great grand-
fon of Saman¥®, whence he and his poites
rity took the name of Samanites. By force
of intreaties, and by the affiftance of money,
Mothaded prevailed on him to take up arms
againft Amrou. Ifhmael, whofe courage
and ambition were equally great, refolved
to take advantage of the Caliph’s offer ; and
as he was already poffefled of confiderable
territories in Tranfoxana, he refolved ftill
more to aggrandize himfelf at the expence
of Amrou, and even of the Caliph, who
required his affiftance.

- Ifhmael therefore marched .out againft
Amrou; the latter advanced at the head of
his troops to meet his enemy, and each of
them was preparing to give fignal proofs of
bravery ang military {kill, when by an acci-
dent Ithmael was vi€torious, without being
fcarce obliged to draw a fword. Amrou’s

® Saman was the fon of a camel-driver, and for fotme time
followed the fame employment; but being a man of courages
he refolved to take up arms. He ferved his apmticeﬂﬁp
me the

amongft a of robbers, of whom he foon
leader%ﬂ Aié;n Eis fon ?uitted that bafe courfe of life, and en-

tered into the fervice of the Caliphs. He was raifed fo high,
as to be able to give his children a good education, which
they made fo an ufe of, as to attain the chief milita

~ commands. ey obtained feveral governments, in whi
they fixed themfelves as abfolate fovereigns, and formed a
Dynatty, of which Ifhmael Samani was the founder. ‘

X 2 horfe
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horfe being very fiery, fuddenly took the bit
betwixt his teeth, and carried his mafter to
“the enemy, who immediately took him, and

.kept him prifoner in their camp.

- Amrou’s troops being thus deprived of
their general, inftantly difbanded, and that
great army. was totally difperfed. 1lfthmael
having kept Amrou prifoner in his camp
during fome titmne +, fent him to Mothaded,
who put him to death in prifon.

The Caliph amply rewarded Ifhmael for
the acceptable prefent he made him; he
gave him the title of Padifchad, thatis ta
fay, Emperor or Monarch, and thus con-
firmed to that prince and his pofterity, pre-
rogatives which daily tended to annihilate
the power of the Caliphs. ‘

In the 28pth year of the Hegyra, Mo-
thaded being on his' death-bed, gave orders

1 It is related that Amrou, on the very day he was taken
prifoner, being extremely hungry, defired one of the foldiers
that lguarded him, forthwith to get him fomething to eat
‘The foldier took a piece of meat, and put it over the fire in
the firft utenfil that came tohand, (whici happened to be one
of thofe kettles they made ufe of in the Levant, to feed and
water their horfes) and haftily hung it without much care on
a forked ftick. Whilft the meat was beiling, and no perfon
Ehere to watch it, a maftiff dog came and thruft his head
mto.the kettle ; but finding it too hot, he withdrew his head
fo violently, that the hangk of the vefle] fell over his neck,
and he ran away with the kettle and the Sultan’s dinner. That
prince, who faw the action, fell into a violent fit of laughter;
and fome of his attendants having faid that he had no great
reafon to laugh, confidering bis prefent fituation, he anfwered,
« I laugh, becaufe my feward complained this morning that
threc hundred camels were got enough to carry my provifions
and kitchep furniture, and now afingle dog'is enough to bear
them away.” HiR. Orient, par D’Herbelot,

1 - ~ that
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that his prifoner Amrou fhould be ftarved to Moxraras.
death ; however, the Dynafty of the Soffa- Hegyra28q..
rites. was not ended .by the death of that b zr..goz. .

rince: it was continued by  Thaher his
grghdfoﬁ, who, afterflie defeat of his grand- -~ -
ather, retired to Sejeftan, where hewas pro=
claimed as fovereign-and lawful fucceflorof . . -
Amrou: but he did not leng enjoy that -~
dignity ; for the fame Ifhmael having at-
tacked him in that province, totally defeated.
~ his army, and fent him prifoner to the Ca«~
liph. Thislaft event happened in the reign
of Moktaphi, Mothaded’s fucceflor ; and:
by thofe means Sejeftan,” and theother pro-:
vinces appertaining to it,” were annexed to:
the immenfe territories which Ifhmael was:
before pofiefled of. Thu$ the Dynafty of
the Soffarites was deftroyed, and gave place
to that of the Samanites, which. was in the
fequel totally ruined by the Gaznevites. -

MOKTAPHI-BILL AH.
The THIRTY-SIXTH CALIPH. .,
HIS prince was at Raccah, when his

_ father died, and was there imme-
diately proclaimed Caliph. In a fhort time
he went to fix his refidence at Bagdat, where
the ceremony. of his proclamation was re-

peated. Calflem, who was appointed vizir
X3 7 in
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in the time of the late Caliph, had taken the
precaution of caufing the inhabitants to
fwear allegiance to him, the moment after
Mothaded’s death. Lo
- According to El Makin, this vizir had
formed a defign to deprive Moktaphi of the

Caliph,aud  Crown, in order to place it on the head of
€ai

!
fru&tion.

s his de- one of that prince’s brothers: others affert,

that he inténded to feize it for himfelf. He
had communicated this defign to a Mufful-
man named Badir, a man greatly refpected
in Bagdat : but Caflem’s fcheme not haying
taken place, he confidered that Badir might
make an ill ufe of - the confidence tcpofcf in
him, and occafion him to lofe the Caliph’s fa-
vour. Inorder therefore to obviate any un-
lucky event, Caffem refolved to lay the plot
to the charge of him to whom. hc‘gad com-
municated it: and going to the Caliph, he
accufed Badir of the crime of which he
himfelf was guilty, ‘

The Calip%x, who entirely relied on the
probity of his' minifter, gave credit to the
accufation, and left to him the management
of .the profecutian againft the fuppofed cri-
minal. Caffem, thus armed with power,
ufed all: poffible means for the deftrution of
Badir: he immediately ftrave to fuborn fome
of his dependents. Badir having been in-
formed of the bale means that were ufed’
againft him, began to provide for his fafety,
and retired to a ftrong place which belonged
to him. This flight was reprefented to the
. ' o Caliph
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€iliph by Caffem, as a fiew prosf of Badit's Mec-tarnr.
guilt ; and the prince immediately fent a de- Hegyra28g.
tachment of troops to befiege the fugitive in~ = >
his fortrefs. : .
. Whilft they were preparing to ftorm thé
taftle, Caffem refleCted that Badif might L
poflibly demand a conference with the offi4
cer who commanded at the fiege, and thére:
by.all the bafenefs of his conduct fight bé
difclofed. He therefore contrived another
method of deftroying him : hé counteffeited
the Caliph’s hand-writing, and Wiote a letd
ter in the namve of his mratter,. in which that
prince told Badir, thtat having caufed die

ity to be made into the matter of whicH

hd was accufed, he was convinced he was
iiocent; and therefore he miglt come intd
his ‘prefence without fear.  Thé vizir gavd
the letter to the chancellof, anid directed him
to fend it to Badir, as comhing immediately
fromy the Caliphs. - ' , -

‘The chancelloy complied with the vizir's
order. The letedr was delivered, and the
unfortunate Badit, not fafpeting thie'treache- -
rous:defigns of Caflem, and befides, relying
on his innotence, reilly thought the Caliph
was undeceived : he therefore laid down gié
arms, and fet out on his journey to Bagdat ;
but fopping a fhort time at an inn upon the
road, fome men hited by the vizir fell on
him, and cut off his head, which, they
brought to Caffem. The wretch was fo in-
human as to go in perfon and prefent it to -

: X4 - the
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the Caliph with great. demonftrations of the

quizyﬂ 290. joy he felt at the death of a traitor, who
¥+ 99 firove to deprive him of his crown..

Vi&ory ob-
tained over
theKarma-

thians,

They commit
new ravages.

This melancholy event ufhered.in the
reign of Moktaphi : during the fequel of it,
they were continually engaged in war againft
the Karmathians, in which .the Muffulmen
and rebels gained equal advantages, andfuf-
tained equal loffes. Zacarwiah, chicf of the
Karmathians, commenced hoftilities by mak-
ing an irruption into Syria at the head of his
forces. He committed great devaftations in
that province, plundering many of the vil-
lages, and other places in the neighboushoad
of the chief cities, and putting-all to fire
and {word. The Caliph forthwith caufed a
body of troops to march, who came. up with
thofe defperadoes,. and attacked them fo im-
petuoufly, that the firft onfet determined the
victory. ‘The Karmathiaps were broke and
totally routed ; and the famous Zacarwiah,
who had formed fuch great defigns. for the
advancement of his fed,- fell in the action.

Huflain, brother to that general, imme-
diately fupplied his place, and colletting the
broken remains of his troops, he fent them
for fome time into quarters of refrefhment ;
he alfo repaired the lofs by fome new de-
tachments that jojned him, and then made
ready to go forth againft the Muflulmen.
This new leader was more fuccefsful than
his brother ; he repulfed the Caliph’s troops,
and became fo formidable, that he made

' himfelf
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himfelf ‘mafter of ‘feveral towns in Syria be« Moxrarar. -
fore their eyes, and thhout their being able Iciegyra 290,
to prevent it. . h. wr. 9o3.

This news greatly afﬁx&edthe Callph who
finding this extenfive province on the point
of falling a pfey to thofe rebels, refolved to
march in perfon to its relief. He accordingly
daparted at the head of one hundred thou-
fand men-to feck the Karmathians ; but they
baving received information of the prodis
gious force they were like to have on their
hands, teck a'refolution to avoid a battle, by
erdeavauring to retire into ftrong pofts, where
they prefumed it would be hazardous to at-
tack them. '

- But they had not time to execute their de- Hegyra 201,
ﬁgn, the Caliph’s army, which had made Che =t goge
forcéd marches, - arrived at the very time they They are de~
began their retreat, and attacked them on <3%4ina @
the fpot. The rebels ufed all the means in
their power to avoid an a&ion; but finding
they could not poffibly continue their retreat,
they boldly faced their enemy, and at firft
fought with amazing refolution: but they
were forced to yield to fuperior ftrength and
numbers. Afteravery warmdifpute, theKar- -
mathians ftrove to get pofiefiion of the ground
near the Euphrates, in order to efcape; but
the way thereto was cut off. Huffain their
general was made prifoner, with about three
hundred of his troops, as well officers as’
foldiers, who were forthwith fent to Bag-
dat. Shortly: after this fignal viGtory, the

Caliph

4
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Moxrarws. - Caliph arrived at that city, and condemned
Hegyra 291. 3]l the prifoners o death: their hands and
Eh9% feet were firft cut off, and they. were. after
wards beheaded. .
Tnroadof the - At this time. advice was brought to Bagdat
Yuksift0  of the exploits of the Mufiulmen living in
har. the province of Mawaralnabar. The whale
couritry was. on a f{udden over-run by.the
Turks who entered it under arms, to.the
number of feven hundted familics. The
firft furprize occafioned by the acrival of fuch
& multitude being over, the Muffulmen alfa
took up arms, marched out’ to. mect the
Turks, furprifed them, and made a terrible
flaughter of fuch as ftood on their defences
the reft of them took to flight, and Were
~ totally difperfed.
womef  About the fame time the Greeks made an
the Grecks.  incurfion, and laid wafte part of the mufful.
man frontiers. 'They marched in ten dif
ferent detachients, conﬁﬁm .of ten thoos
fand men each, and difperfed thcmfelves mto
ten different places, where they committed
terrible ravages, and fuddenly returned mto
their own country.
Hegyra 202, 'Lhe next year the Dynafty of the Tho-.\
Ch. zr. 905. lonites, who had reigned fome time in Egypt
End of the ar;;l Syria, ba}(l:ame extinct. Haroutfltt ebn
D lﬁ‘ﬁ’ i Chemarawaid having given the b ftron
Egpr " reafons to fafpect e p(r:::lcp; cantod
Egypt to be attacked both by fea and land.
Haroun, who. had retired to Mefrah, was

beﬁeged in that place, and defended it with
great
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eat valour ; but one of  the archers of- the Moszarms. -
Caliph’s gnard having obferved Haroun in aH@SYﬂm :
flly; let fly-an arrow at him with fo much ™
ﬁrength and fkill, -that he killed him on the
fpot. His death put an end to the war; his
troops furrendered their arms, and the prow
virices of Egypt and Syria returned to the
immediate obedienceé of the Cahphs, thcxr

lwful fovereigns.

This event caufed great joy at the court The Karma-

of Bagdat, which being free from difquie~ thitnstake che
tude.as to thofe countries, were more at oy £in
liberty to employ their forces in thofe parts troops.
where the new rebels had the greateft
firength. "They were foon forced to arm
agazinft the Kdrmathians, whofe party was
fill formidable. Spight of their laft defeat,
they appeated again in 2 few months under a
new chief called Zecroune, who penctrated
into Arabia, :and ruvaged even as far as Irak.
The Caliph, without delay, fent a body - of
troops agamft them ;  but the rebels laughed
at his foldiers, and continued to plunder;
and the two armics having faced each other
near a place called Cadefia, the Caliph’s troops
were beat, and forced to retreat, to avoid z
total rout.

" The Karmathiars bcm elated by this vic- Hegyrs 303,
tory, marched into Syna, and. plandered = 996 -
many confiderable places, fuch as Bafri,
Adragueti, and others; after which they ap-~
proached Damafcus. The governor of that
city was then in_Egypt, and had left the

place
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Moxrarnr. “place under the command of Salek his Hews

Hegyra 293. tenant; who fallied out and boldly attacked-

Ch.=r.9%. the rebels: but this ftep - was attended with
very bad fuccefs; he was defeated, and
thought himfelf happy in getting back’ ta
the town.

The rebels at firft propofed to befige Daw
mafcus: but the city being too extenfive,
and their numbers not fufficient for. fuch
an enterprize, they “contented themfelves
with leavying heavy contributions. Aften

. this Zecroune departed, and marched his
army towards Tiberias, where he was at-
tacked by a large body of muffulman troops,
commanded by Jofeph ebn Ibrahim. ™ That
general broke and routed the “Karma-
thians ; and, without giving them time to
rally, purfucd them even to the Deferts, to
place called Souane, where another hot en~
counter happened, in which the rebels gained -
a complete vitory. Whether they had found
means to recruit their army, or whether dif-
pair encreafed their courage, they fought
furioufly, and totally deftroyed the muflul-
man troops ; the conquerors plundered their
camp, and put to the {fword all fuch as had

| been taken prifoners.

Hegpraigs. Zecroune,  ever thirfty for blood, an;dl
xr-997- greedy of pillage, caufed his troops to marc
T&:ngxnf:d %;:var{ls Aprabgte the Defert, byPWthh he
gredefeated_was informed, a caravan would pafs in
u’of,;s P*%jts way to Mecca: he-accordingly met them,
cruclly maffacred the pilgrims, the mer-

chants,
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chants, and-even the guides. He {pared the Moxrars:.
women’s lives, and made them flaves : after Hegyra 294.
which, he plundered the whole, and was Ch. == go7-
preparing to march-on fome new enterprize,
when he was overtaken by the troops of
Moktaphi, who, on their arrival, immedi-
- ately began to engage them. - The Karma-
thians were difconcerted by this fudden at-
tack. Zacroune perceiving it, did all that lay
in his power to infpire them with a refolution
€qual to his own ; but having been ftunned
and difabled by a blow which he. received in
the head, his foldiers loft all courage, and fuf-
fered themfelves to be flaughtered by theMuf~
fulmen. Only a fmall number of them efca-
ped. Zecroune was taken, and died five days" -
afterwards of the blow he had received. As
they propofed to make a publick fpectacle of
him at Bagdat, they opened and embalm-
ed his body, to grace the triumph of the
viCtorious troops..

They theretore carried the body into Bag-
dat, with plumes of feathers on its head ;
his wife and the other prifoners made a part -
of the proceflion: and after they had been -
thewed to the people, they were all put to
‘death. -

This was the laft expedition during theyy,,,, 205.
Caliphate of Moktaphi. . That prince died Ch.’r. gos.
the following year, after -having reigned ypoiraphiss
about fix years. He was greatly efteemed death.
for his attachment to religion, far his gene-
yofity, and particularly for, his gentle and

fweet
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fweet difpofition. El Makin fays, he wag
low of ftature, of a handfome phyfiogno-
my ; that his complexion was a little tanncd
and his beard very thlck

MOCTADER-BILLAH.
The THIRTY-SEVENTH CALIPH.

OCTADER, the fon of Mothaded,

was proclaimed "Caliph after the

death of Moktaphi his brother. He was
but thirteen years old when he afcended the
throne'; and by reafon of his youth, the

' great men of the flate, the vizirs, and even

Hegyriz .
Ch. zr. 933.

the women, affumed the abfolute direCtion
of affairs ; and this abufe was carried fo far,
that a prmccfs was feen to prefide in a court
of judicature for the trial of criminals, by
the confent of the judges and lawyers, who
were well ‘pleafed to fee fuch a prefident
fitting in the Caliph’s tribunal.

Nothing but diforder and confufion could
refult from fuch a government ; and there-
fore murmurs were heard in all parts, above
all againft the vizir, who was accufed of
having countenanced the elevation of a child
to the Caliphate, that he himfelf might go-

. vern with a more abfolute fway. It was

judged that thefe practices would be attended
with bad confequences in the fequel; and
men aﬁ'erted that this young prince being

early
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carly accuftamed to fee the gavernment in Mocranes.
the hands of athers,. would never think of Hegyra 196.';
intermeddling with publick affairs; and that C% = 9°9-
fuch men as fhonld be employed in the mi-
niftry, would do all in their power ta divert
bim from interpofing therein, that they
might, without interruption, make an ill
ufe of his name and authority, in order to
rule the ftate according as their intereft and
pleafure required and directed. ,

The vizir was apprehenfive that thefe py gin kins
murmurs would degenerate into a fedition, the vizir, and
which might Erobably occafion him to fall a g;."‘“ hie
facrifice, as he alone was blamed for the
cle@ion of Mo&ader; he therefore endea-
voured to quiet the minds of men, by de-
pofing the young Caliph, and placing in his
ftead Mohammed, the fon of Mothadi : hut
that prince dying in the mean while, he
caft ﬁis eyes on one of the fons of Mo~
tawakel, who -alfo died at the time they
were making preparatigns for his eletion ;.
and the vizir himfelf was foon afterwards

affaffinated by a prince of the houfe of Ha-
madan, named Hoflain.

It is afferted, that this prince was ambi-.
tious of the poft of vizir, and had incited
the people to murmur, and ftrove to irritate-
them againft that minifter, in order to raife
~him up enemies, and bring him into diffi- - :
cultics. It is faid, that the whole defign -
was privately laid in the feraglio, and that
- Hoflain, wha was uneafy to find the people

) . murmur
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Mocranee. ‘murmur only, without proceeding to extre«
Hegyra 296. mities, refolved himfelf to remove the ob-
Ch. 1. 999-. acles to his advancement, and had there-
fore determined to flay the vizir.
He caufes Ab- - In a fhort time Hoffain caufed Abdallah,
dallahtobe  the fon of Motaz, to'be proclaimed Caliph ;
mm after which he gained pofieffion of the im-
perial palace. This change was not effected
without caufing great tumults ; in the midft
of which, Mo&ader trembling for-fear of
- - his life, thought himfelf happy that he could
make his efcape in difguife. He fled for
thelter to the houfe of one of his moft faith-
~ ful eunuchs called Munas.
Abdallahis  Lhis trufty fervant, without lofing time,
killed,and  gathered together and encouraged the offi~
Modader = cers fervants, and many other of the zealous
P on the .
throne. dependants of that young prince, whom he
put under arms, and in perfon led them to
the palace, of which they eafily made them-
felves matfters, as all things were in a very
confufed and unfettled condition there; and
having feized the new Caliph, they put him
to death, by inclofing his head in a bag of
quick-lime. By this fudden revolutiomn,
Moctader was replaced on the throne, and
received anew the homage and compliments
of the great men of the ftate, and of the
people. ' ‘
Hegyrazg;. - Although it was neceffary after fo violent
Ch.zr. g10. 2 fhock to have taken the wifeft precautions,
both for the fafety of the prince’s life, and
the well-governing of the ftate, yet affairs-
- returned

P
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returned to  the former channel; that is to Mocrapss.
fay, the grandees, the ladies, and the mi- Hexyn 297
nifters, affumed the fupreme power, ‘and & = 919
continued to manage all publick bufinefs

during the Caliph’s minority. ,

Happily for that prince, the enemies of
the muffulman empire did not take advan-
tage of the inteftine divifions which prevailed
in his ftate, by engaging him in a foreign
war, from which he would have found it
very difficult. to extricate himfelf with ho-
nour.

An inftance of this appeared in a revolt gy 303
in Mefopotamia, which was, occafioned by 918
the fame Hoffain who had prefumed to de- g‘;‘ﬁ‘f““::':
polfe the Caliph.  He wifely made his efcape renolt,
from Bagdat, at the time of the revolution,
by means whereof Mo&ader regained the
throne; . and having wandered about for
fome time, he fixed his abode in Mefopota-
mia, where he raifed a party, by whofe af-
fiftance he propofed to throw off the Caliph’s
authority. -

Ratek, whowas then Mo&ader’s vizic, re-
ceived orders to go into that province with a
body of troops, and to endeavour to reduce
the rebel. The vizir marched up to Hoflain
the head of a pretty numerous army, provided
with a moft magnificent field-equipage ; but
unfortunately Ratek was beat, and the equi-
pages became a prey to the conquerors.

So foon as the news of this defeat reached geis betrayed
the court, the eunuch Munas offered to byhis owid
. Vor, II. - Y wipe P
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Mocraper. Wipe off the difgrace which had fallen on

Hegyra 303.
Chs =r. grs.

the muffulman arms, and undertook to get
the better of the rebel. He kept his word,
and had not even the trouble of drawing a
fword ; for fo foon as the enemy’s army
found that Munas had taken upon him
the command of the muffulman troops, and
was marching out againft Hoffain, that re-
bel was abandoned by his foldiers at the time
he was entering Armenia. Munas having
purfued him, the few troops that remained
with Hoffain, fell on him and his fon, bound
them both in chains, and in that manner
brought them to Munas, who led them in
triumph toBagdat, mounted on acamel, with
a ridiculous cap on each of their heads, and
cloathed in coats of goatfkin. In this garb
they were carried through the fireets of Bag-
dat, and afterwards clofely confined in pri~
fon. This fuccefsful event caufed an uni-

~ verfal joy ; but it afforded a much greater

Hegyra 304. -

Ch. er. 916.

Magnificent

reception
iven to the
recian am-

pleafure to men of underftanding, who being
fully fenfible, how much prudence waswant-
ing in the managers of the ftate, were full
of fears, left the neighbouring monarchs
fhould take advantage of their mifconduct.

But, far from taking fuch a ftep, the
Greeks, who were the moft formidable,
ufed extraordinary means to fix the tranquil-
lity of the two crowns. - Ambaffadors ar-
rived at Bagdat from Conftantine Porphyro-
genetus, then emperor of Conftantinople,

~under the tuition of .the emprefs Zoe, his

. - mother,
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mthel’, who came to comphment the Ca- Mocrabzz.
liph, and to negotiate a truce, and an ex- Hcgyra 34
change of prifoners. . - - &9

The great pomp with which they were
received, was a manifeft proof that their
propofals would be accepted. The imperial
palace was adorned with the richeft furni-
ture ; arms of all kinds were placed in view ;
all .the Caliph’s guard was drawn up in the
great {quare to the number of fifty tioufand
men, to whom they publickly gave their
pay in purfes of gold. In another place ap
peared four thoufand white eunuchs, and
three thoufand black eunuchs, with feven
hundred ufhers to guard the gates and ave-
pues to the palace. Within fide, and round
about it, were put up thirty thoufand cloths
before the doors, to keep out the wind, of
which twelve thoufand were of filk, and five
hundred of gold brocade, with twelve thou-
fand five hundred pieces of tapeftry of ex-
cellent workmanthip. ’

In the midft of the great hall, in Wthh
they gave audience to the ambaffadors, was
atree of mafly gold, which had (amongft
others) eighteen large principal branches,
and thereon were placed birds of gold and
filver, which clapped their wings, and
warbled out various notes. This tree caufed
great furprize in the {petators, who could -
not {ufficiently admire fo curious and incom-
prehenfible a piece of mechanifm.

There were alfo mock engagements on
the water; a great number of boats, paint-

Y2 ed
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Mocraner. ed and gilt, appeared on the Tygris, whiclf

Hegyra

Pk gfg: formed fquadrons diftinguithed by theéir fe-

veral colours. The crews were neat and
fine, and fome of them very richly drefled.
Thefe boats reprefented feveral naval actions,
and were managed with the utmoft order and
dexterity. |

Thefe feftivals being over, the truce and
exchange of prifoners were agreed on ; and
at the figning of the treaty, magnificent pre-
fents were made to the ambafladors. The
vizir and chief men of the ftate, who had
condu@ed them to their firft audience, re-
conducted them with the fame pomp, when
they had their audience of leave; and at their
departure, the eunuch Munas was com-
manded to attend them to the frontiers :
there that officer paid into their hands one
hundred thoufand gold crowns, for the ran-
fom of the muffulman captives.

So noble a reception dazzled the ambaf~
fadors, and gave them the higheft idea of
the Caliph’s court. The defcription they
gave of it when they returned to Conftanti-
nople, made a deep impreffion upon the
emperor's council ; and they were highly
pleafed at having taken the firft fteps towards
a treaty with a prince, whofe power they

concluded to be equal with his riches and.

magnificence.

And without doubt it would have equal-
led them, had the government been in bet-
ter hands; but the fovereign having from
his youth been ufed not to trouble himfelf
' 2 with
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with bufinefs, he differed very little in his Mocraoes.
conduct when he came to riper years. The Hegyra 304-
ladies, the grandees, and the vizirs, were 9
matfters of the ftate ; and the indolent Moc-

tader, who was not wanting in abilities,

thought, that by difplaying his grandeur, he

fully performed the duty of a fovereign.

However, he received fome uneafinefs on gegyfa 305.
account of the Karmathians, who were again — = 9'7"
in motion ; and he took the trouble of exa- The Karma:
mining into the particulars of that affair. grame ™
After the death of Zecroune, their laft Hejar, which
commander, they chofe in his ftead one of g;:f;“;kl‘:d
their chief officers called Abu Said, which prat
was alfo the name of their general, who
was killed in the reign of Mothaded.

The new leader puthed on his advan-
tages ; he made conquefts in Chaldea, Syria,
and Mefopotamia, and at laft fet himfelf up
as fovereign in the city of Hejar, the an-
cient capital of Arabia Petrea. ' With this
conqueft his reign was terminated ; for he
was affaffinated in that capital by one of his
flaves, whilft he was in the bath. This event
happened in the 301ft year of the Hegyra.

Abu Said was fucceeded by his eldeft fon ;
but as he was of a very weakly conttitution,
the council of the Karmathians refolved,

- that he fhould furrender the command to
Abu Thaher, his younger brother, fo foon as
the latter fhould be of due age. ‘

Abu Thaher having attained the age of Abu Thaher
about nincteen years, did not wait till his "i‘:fnp‘i’;
' Y 3 * brother

-
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Hegyra 30s5.
Ch. =r. g17.

Hcﬁyra 311
Ch. zr.gz3.

He feizes Ba-
forah.

He 312,
Chg}:: 924.

He plunders
a caravan.

The HISTORY of

brother refigned his authority : he feized it,
and gave out that he was infpired by heaven,
and that God had revealed to him the moft
hidden things. By thefe means he feduced the
moft ignorant of his fect; and as enthufiafin is
a very catching diftemper, the Karmathians
foon looked on Abu Thaher as a Ymphet:
and at laft he was proclaimed as fole prince
and chief of that fect. |

He gained an implicit obedience from
them, by often telling them of the future
grandeur of the nation, and of the great con- -
quefts which heaven had appointed him to
make. Each Karmathian offered to rifque
his life and fortune in the fervice of the new
prince and prophet. Thefe offers were very
agreeable to Abu Thaher, who did not think
fit to let them cool; he marched out at the
head of thofe determined men, and laid fiege
to Baforah. This enterprize proved fuccefs-
ful; the city was taken by affault: he caufed
almoft all the inhabitants to be maffacred ;
and then gave up the place to be pillaged
for fifteen days.

Elated by this fuccefs, Abu Thaher en-
tered on new defigns. Amongft others, he
attacked 2 caravan returning from Mecca.
It was numerous, and confifted of many

erfons of note, who were condutted by a
uffulman of diftin@ion named Abdallah.

. The Karmathian falling with his troops

on the caravan, flew part of them, difper-
fed the relt, and feized all that the pil-
' - grims
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grims were poflefled of. Abdallah their
chief having been taken prifoner, Thaher
propofed to make ufe of his captive, in order
to come to fome terms with the court of

327
MocTADsR. .
Hegyra 312.
Ch. zr. 924.

Bagdat. With that view he took great care -

of Abdallah, and treated him with the ut-
moft civility. He alfo fent the chief men of
the fect to vifit him, and did all that lay in
his power to gain his friendfhip.

When Abu Thaher thought he had gained
the good will of his prifoner, he imparted to
him his defign of making peace with the
Caliph : and defired he would befriend him
in that matter with Moctader, to whom he
propofed to fend an embafly with propofals
for an accommodation. He added that as a
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, he
that moment would fet him at liberty, and
‘begged of him to make ufe of it, in pre~
paring the court of Bagdat to lend a favour-
able ear to the terms he thortly intended to
offer. :

Abdallah was difmifled on the fpot; and
whenthey had given himtimeenoughto mol-
lify the Caliph, embaffadors were fent to Bag-
dat with coftly prefents for Mo&ader. That
prince gave a gracious reception to the em-
bafladors, and treated them and all their train
with as much affability and politenefs, as if
they had been fent to him by a real fove-
reign. ’ : '

- This kind treatment gave the envoy hopes
that Abu Thaher’s terms would be accepted ;
. Y 4 however

terms to the
Caliph, which
are rejected.
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Mocraser. however they were all totally rejected. - And

‘Hegyra 312.

Ch. ar. 924.

Hegyra 313.
Ch. zr. g25.

Abu Thaher
{feizes Cufah.

indeed his demands were a little extrava-
gant. The Karmathians required; that the
city of Baforah fhould be abfolutely ceded
to him; and that they fhould add to it the
province of Ahwaz, to be erected into a
principality for him and his defcendants.

As he was perfetly well acquainted with
the fituation of affairs at the court of Bagdat,
he concluded that a government fo weak
would make no difficulty to purchafe a peace
at that price: but the Caliph thought his
terms exorbitant; and without giving any
other anfwer, abfolutely refufed to accept
them. '

Abu Thaher was greatly furprifed when
his embaffadors, on their return, related to
him the Caliph’s anfwer. Infenfibly his fur-
prize was turned into rage; he refolved to
take revenge for the flight that had been put
upon his terms, which were indeed highly

advantageous to him, but would at the fame

time have reftored quiet to the émpire.
He therefore retook the field the following
year, and made new conquefts in the mufiul-
man territories. He attacked and feized many
towns, and in particular made terrible ha-
vock in the country round about Cufah.

. He befieged that city, took it by affault,

gave it l:K to be plundered for feveral days,
and flew the greateft part of the inhabitants;
fuch of them as efcaped the fury of the con-
querors, were reduced to a ftate of flavery.

' It

" -
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- Itis not faid that any fteps were then taken Mocratn
at the court of Bagdat, to curb the infolence of Hegyra31s.
this rebel.  He therefore continued his rava- = =957
ges without interruption, till about the 315th g:nd;lff:mh"
year of the Hegyra, when the Caliph fent out troops.
a body of troops againft him, under the com-
mand of one of his officers named Jofeph.
The Karmathians, encouraged by their fuc-
cefs, defpifed the Caliph’s army; and Jofeph
having rifqued an altion, his troops were de-
feated, and for the moft part put to the
fword, and he himfelf taken prifoner.

This viCtory was a frefh incitement to Abu He makes in-

Thaher to perfevere; however, it feems his Chonsto the
intention was rather to intimidate the Caliph, hood of Bag-
than to make conquefts; for having formed %
a defign of approaching Bagdat, he only took
with him a flying camp of four hundred
horfe, with which he threw the whole neigh-
bourhood, and even the capital, into the
greateft confternation. Mocader caufed ten
thoufand men to march out, and to endea-
‘vour to carry off the detachment; but the
Caliph’s troops returned without having made
the leaft attempt. .

Abu Thaher having returned with the
fame expedition as he came, appeared again,
and made a fhew of attacking Anbar, a city
of Arabian Irak, twenty leaguesfrom Bagdat;
but it was no more than a feint, and he
again marched back. The court was {o ter-

‘rified at this new: proceeding, that {o foon as

they
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they heard of the Karmathians. departure,
the Caliph, the minifters, and the ladies,
who had a fhare in the government, res.
turned thanks to God for the happy event,
and diftributed fifty thoufand crowns in alms
to the poor. Abu Thaher was not idle; he
foon appeared and alarmed them in other
parts, and returned almoft as fuddenly. . The
poor were likewife benefited by this event;
for they received on this occafion alms to
the amount of one hundred thoufa
drachmas. ‘
Thus the Karmathian {pent his time in
making incusfions, in order to exhauft the
Caliph’s treafury in alms-giving : he was
not indeed obliged to think of making a de-

- fence, for they did not caufe any troops to

Hegyra 317.
Ch. zr. 929.
Mod&ader is

depofed
Munas. by

march out againft him till a long time was
paffed. He fufpended his incurfions to give
reft to his troops; and made ufe of that
jun&ure to go to Hejar, where he built a
magnificent palace.

Whilft the Caliph entertained hopes of
enjoying a little quiet at Bagdat, in confe-
quence of the retreat of the rebels, a re-
volution of a2 moft extraordinary kind hap-
pened at court.  MoQader was depofed from
the Caliphate. Caher, his brother, was
placed on the throne, and afterwards re-
moved, to give way to MoCtader. ‘Thefe
tranfactions all paffed in a very fhort time.
‘The follewing is the account of that fingular
cvent, given us by El Makin. Th

e
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The eunuch Munas, who was fo firmly Mocrapse.
attached to his prince, that he had procured Hegyras17.
him to be replaced on the throne at the time < #*-9%-
an attempt. was made to deprive him of the
crown, either really had, or thought he had,
great reafon to be diffatisfied with the con-
dutt of the Caliph, who, as Munas declared,
had formed a defign of arrefting him. Of
this he complained to his friends; and the
prince being informed of his fufpicions, was
pleafed to ftrive to undeceive him, as to the
information which he pretended had been
given him. , .
~ Munas doubting of the Caliph’s fincerity,
and thinking himfelf in danger fo long as
that prince remained on the throne, refolved
to deprive him of the crown, and to place
it on the head of Caher; which he hoped to
accomplith with the greater facility, ashe
was in the higheft credit with the {oldiery.
He therefore went one day to the imperial pa-
lace with a body of horfe, and having forced
his way into the Caliph’s apartment, he feized
that prince, and the princefs his mother, and
fent them both to his own houfe. On leav-
ing the palace he told the troops, that all it
contained was their own, and that they might
plunder without fear. The foldiers were far
from being backward in taking advantage of
the permiffion, and in a very fhort time they
carried off from the palace all the gold and
filver they could lay their hands on.

Munas
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Mocrante. . Munas having thus got Mo&ader into his
Hegyra 317. power, compelled him to furrender the Ca-
Ch. “’-9’9"Eghate ; and that prince did fo on the fpot,
in prefence of many witnefles: they then
brought forth Caher, his brother, whom
Munas caufed to be proclaimed Caliph by
the foldiery ; and couriers were immediately
difpatched to all the provinces, to inform the
people of that event.
The foldiery  But on the next day another revolution
j,,‘g‘;‘;ﬁ‘;‘;“' happened, which reftored things to -their
Modtader on former ftate. The troops demanded their
thethrone. 55y : but affairs being in fuch a condition,
' that the new Caliph was unable to fatisfy
their demands, they were intreated to have
a little patience. Enraged at the delay, they
entered the palace in a tumultuous manner,
killed an officer called Baruc, who had lately
been appointed captain of the guard by Ca-
her, and began to cry out Mo&ader ! Mocta-
der! - At this cry, partof the foldiers went
to the houfe of Munas, took out Mo&ader,
and brought him in triumph to the palace.
Thofe who began the tumult, feeing him ap-
ar, pulled down Caher from the throne,
placed MoCader thereon, and inftantly
brought his brother before him, to know
how he thould be dealt with. They, for the
‘moft part, required he thould be put to
death. , 4
But at fight of him, the Caliph, being
himfelf greatly difconcerted at thefe ftrange
«cvents, gave him his hand, faying to him,
«Come
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‘ 'Come near, brother, you are not guilty of Mocraoxs.
what has pafled ; be comforted,” added he, Hegyra 317.
embracing him, ¢ I fwear that I will never =" 9%9-
do you the leaft ill turn.” Caher only re-

turned this thort anfwer : “ O commander

of thefaithful, God knows my heart.” As

to Munas, he quitted Bagdat the inftant that
Moctader reafcended the throne; but he kept

up a correfpondence there, which foon caufed

a new revolution. :

The Karmathians, who had remained Hegyra 318,
quict during thefe commotions, foon took Ch. zr. g30.
the field again.. They marched from the mﬁuﬁ;
grovince'of Baharein, where Abu Thaher pecca.

ad fixed their quarters, and took the road
to Mecca, under the conduét of that prince.
Their march was but one continued ravage,
which became more furious as they a
proached the neighbourhood of that -city:
they afterwards laid fiege to Mecca, carried
it by ftorm, and flew more than thirty thou-
fand perfons. But what muft have given in-
" finitely greater concern to all true Muflul-
men, was their profanation of the temple of
theCaabah: they took away the famous black
ftone, which, ever fince the days of Maho-
met, had been held in the higheft venera-
tion by the Muffulmen. They filled with
dead bodies the well of Zemzem, fo fa-
mous, and held.in fo great reverence by the
Arabians: in fhort, they did all in. their
power to infult the whole nation, and the
Caliph in particular, who, as the head of re-
: ligion,
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Mocraner. ligion, muft havebeen affeted in 2 moﬁhvcly
g’gm 318 manner with the indignities committed in 3
b. @ g30- city, which had been the nurfery of Muf-
fulmanifm. -
Hegyra 319.  Having thus pillaged Mecca, Abu Thaher
Ch.2r. 931 marched towards Bagdat ; and leaving the
Theymake mMain body of his troops in a place at a con-
Ecuff}";‘fw fiderable diftance, be went with about one
hood of Bag- thoufand men to fkirmith in the neighbour-
da. . hood of that capital; after which he pafled the
Tygris, and advanced {0 near, that itwas high
time to think of ftopping his progrefs. The
Caliph appointed to the command on that ec~
cafion, one of his captains named Abu Sage,
who having aflembled about thirty thoufand
men, marched out and encamped at fome
diftance from the poft which Thaher occu-
pied. He fent one of his officers to recon-
noitre the rebel’s forces, and finding that
they amounted to no more than one thou-~
fand men, he wrote to the Caliph, and with
great confidence affured him that he would
foon deliver up Thaher to him as a prifoner,
to be dealt with according to his pleafure.
Mo&ader being delighted with this promife,
and being always apprehenfive that the ene-
" my would elude him, wrote back on the
fpot, and commanded his general forthwith
to break down the bridge on the Tygris, that
AbuSage def- he might not make his efcape.
pifes theene- A py; Sage, elying on his fuperior nume
my, which g ying up
caufes the de- bers, did not deign at firft to draw a fword
Brudon gf againit the Karmathian; and as he had for-
phs
troops. merly
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merly been acquainted with him, he fent an Mocrabse. -
officer to inform him, ' that out of regard toghegm 319
the friendfhip that had once fubfifted be- " * 9"
tween them, he would now advife him to
furrender, or to take the moft {fpeedy means
for making his efcape.
. Abu Thaher, who was one of the moft
unlikely men in the world to relith fuch ad-
vice,afked the number of Abu Sage’s troops?
The officer anfwering, that he had thirty
thoufand men. < Tell him from me,” re-
plied the Karmathian, « that if he has thirty
thoufand men, he has not three fuch fellows
as mine are.” Thereupon he caufed three
of his foldiers to be called, and commanded
the firft to ftab himfelf, and he obeyed with-~
out the leaft hefitation: he ordered the fe<
cond to throw hinifelf into the Tygris, and
he forthwith precipitated himfelf into the
_river ¢ and the third, he commanded to af<
- cend a lofty tower, and throw himfelf down
to the bottom, and he immediately did fo.
Then addrefling himfelf to the muffulman
officer, who had been a witnefs of what
had paffed, ¢« Do you think,” faid he, ¢ that
a prince who has fuch foldiers, need fear the
great number of his enemies? For your
part, I will give you quarter ; becaufe you
do no more than your mafter has command-
ed : but depend upon it, you fhall foon fee
your general chained up amongft my dogs.”
The muffulman officer being returned,
and having given an account of what he had
feen
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Mocraoee. feen and heard, Abu Sage treated the fpeech

Hegyra 319. of the Karmathian as a ridiculous bravado,

Ch. & 931 for which he would foon give him due cor-
rection ; and he deferred taking the necef-
fary fteps to furround him (as he had pro-
mifed the Caliph) till the next day ; but the
Karmathian did not give him an opportunity.
As he was perfuaded that the Muflulmen,
depending on their fuperiority of numbers,
would be off their guard, he refolved to be
before-hand with them, and to attack them
as foon as pofiible in their camp : and there-
fore, on the envoy’s departure, Abu Thaher
fent out fome. perfons to reconnoitre the
pofture of the enemy; and having confi~
dered the account they gave him of the muf-
fulman encampment, he iffued orders for an
attack the following night. -

The Karmathians, affifted by the dark-
nefs, having approached undifcovered, fell.
on a fudden upon Abu Sage’s camp with
fuch fury, that great part of his troops were
flain, before itwaswell known that the enemy
was in the camp ; and the flaughter conti-
nued for a long time. This terrible alarm
fo intimidated the Muflulmen, that they
cculd not be prevailed on to make ufe of
their weapons in their own defence.” A
great number of them took to flight; and
fome of the fugitives, not knowing whither
they went, (fo dark was the night) fell in
amongft the Karmathians, who knocked
them on the hcad Abu Sage affembled

round

ey .
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round about him a number of his braveft Mocraoes.
foldiers; but their refiftance was ineffetual; Hegyra 319.
the Karmathians cut them.in pieces, and at — **93"
laft feized Abu Sage himfelf, whom they
brought to their general. Abu Thaher
dealt with him as he hdd threatened to do,
when' the muffulman officer came to per-
fuade him to furrender ; he chained him up .
-amongft his dogs. -

‘Abu Thaher contenting himfelf with
having gained fo confiderable an advantage
in.the very fight of the court, retired with

- his prifoners and the booty he had taken;

and by his departure tranquillity was reftored

to the city of Bagdat.
But a ftorm foon arofe, which brought The Caliph

about a revolution. Although Mo&ader 1o, ag::‘:'
had promifed Caher that he would bury int hended.
oblivion the injury he had done him in de- ’
riving him of the Caliphate, yet he caufed
im to be feized and putin prifon. Kon-
demir, from whom this fa¢t is taken, adds,
that the Caliph intended to put him to death.
It is probable that Caher did not entertain a
due fenfe of his brother’s clemency, but had
been guilty of fome new crime; and it ap«
ars, that from the time of the infurrection
by which Caher was placed on the throne,
he kept up his connections with Munas, and
found means, though a prifoner, to carry
an 2 correfpondence with him, by the affift-
anceof one of that eunuch’s brothers, who °
lived at Bagdat: for as to Munas, he had

Vor 1. Z kept
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Mocraoee. kept himfelf at a diftance ever fince the in-
Hegyra 319. jury he had done to MoGtader, by raifing his
Ch. zr-931- prother to the throne.

He is affafli-

Munas, who was doubtlefs weary of be-
ing thus condemned to banifhment, of which
he could expect no end fo long as Moctader
lived, agreed with Caher to deftroy that

prince. The eunuch imparted the fecret to

a barbarian, a bold intrepid man, apd ready
to undertake any thin¥ for money; fathat,
in confideration of a large fum which was
promifed him, he engaged to kill the Caliph.
The affaffin had a qualification which re-
commended him to Motader: he was the
beft horfeman in the country; and as the
Caliph took great delight in tilts and tour-
naments, he often entertained his court with
that diverfion ; at which the barbarian was
always prefent, and gained great admiration
for his 1kill and agility.

One day when a tournament was held
by order af the Caliph in the principal
fquare of Bagdat, the barbarian appeared,
and pleafed the whole affembly, by the
ﬁraccful manner in which he managed his

orfe, and by the dexterity he thewed in
vunning atthe head. TheCaliph caufed him
to repeat it feveral times ; and as the guard,
which furrounded that prince, prevented
him from feeing all that pafied in the fquare,
he ordered them to fall back into a line on
each fide of him, that his view might not
be interrupted: the barbarian thus finding
: - . the
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the way open to the prince, galloped to-Mberanss.
wards him, and thrufting a lance into his-Hegyra 319.
breaft, rode off full fpeed. ' Ch. zr. 931.

His defign was to have gone inflantly o The afafin’s
the prifon where Caher was confined, and death.
to have imparted the event to perfons ex«
prefsly provided, who only waited his arrival
to force open the prifon-doors; but he did
not go fo far : in croffing the market-place,
his horfe, who was ftartith, took fright en
feeing an afs loaded with brufh faggots,
which dragged on the ground. The noife
. occafioned the horfe to rear up againft a

butcher’s ftall, and the affaffin was hung by
the throat on one of the hooks, his horfe at -
;lhc fame time running away from unde?

im.

The Caliph’s attendants, who purfued
the murderer, foon came there, and finding
him thus hanging, and almoft dead, they
prepared to make him feel a mote exquifite
punithment for his crime, whilft he was yet
alive. They took the load of faggotswhich
were at hand, put them under the barbarian,
fet'them on fire, and burned hirty.

Asto the Caliph, he fell the moment he
received the wound, and died in a fhort
time. He was about thirty-eight year old,
and had reigned near twenty-five years. He
left three children, Radi, Moktaphi, and
Mothi, who all reigned after - Caher their

uncle,
' Z 2 ‘ The



340 The HISTORY of
Mocraness ©  The death of Mo&ader is related in 2
Hegyra 319- different manner by other authors. El Ma-
Ch =931 Lin fays, that Munas having been informed
The manter that Moctader had formed a refolution of
Makin refates taking him by force from his afylum,- and .
mﬁ!’h" putting him in prifon, had colletted a body
of troops, and came and fat down before
Bagdat : that the Caliph put himfelf at the
head of his own forces, and marched out to
attack him; and that a bloody action enfued,
in the heat of which Mo&ader having been
taken by a body of barbarians, was killed by
one of them, who cut off his head and pre-
fented it to Munas.

Abul Faragius  Abul Faragius indeed agrees, that Munas

"&n‘:‘:}“ came with forces to attack Bagdat; but he

this,and fome gives us to underftand, that he did not mean
Sther G, t0 bend his force againft the Caliph; and that |
CeS O . . !
reign. his defign was only to take revenge of the

vizir, with whom he was highly offended.

He adds, that at the time Munas laid fiege

to Bagdat, the Caliph was an utter firanger

both to his revolt and his proceedings ; and

that being under the greateft furprize to be

attacked at a time he was {o unprepared ‘io

fuftain’ a fiege, his minifters advifed him to

£o out to meet his enemy, in fuch a manoer

as might either mollify him, or prevail on

as troops to defert him ; and the beft-expe-

dient they could contrive was, that the Ca-

liph attended by the doctors of the law, each

baving the Koran open on his breaft, {hould
L ; : appear
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appear before the befiegers, on which theyMocranes.
doubted not but the greateft part of the re- Hegyra 319.
bels'would quit Munas, and come to. the Ch. ar. 953
Caliph’s affiftance. -

 This advice was followed, but without

fuccefs. The Caliph went out of Bagdat;

and would have approached the enemy’s

camp ;" but, inftead of feeing the befiegers

come to join him, he was abandoned even

by thofe that had accompanied him: he
therefore refolved to return into the city,

when he was met by fome foldiers. As they.
appeared to have no good defign, Moctader

faid to them, ¢ Remember 1 am the Ca-

liph.,” ¢« We know thee well, bafe man,”

replied they, and one of them having given

him a blow which felled him, the others

put an end to his life. They then ftripped

him, cut off his head, and left the body

naked in the midft of a field, where it was

found by a labourer, who dug a grave and

burigd it on the fpot. The head having been

brought to Munas, it is faid he was filled

with griefto find, that his vengeance, which

was defigned only againft the vizir, had

caufed the deftruction of the-Caliph. This

is the account given by Abul Faragius.

The fame author, {peaking of the charac-
ter of this prince, fays, That though he was
no more than thirteen years of age when he
afcended the throne, he fhewed he had no
mind to be governed ; that all Bagdat talked
of the fpirit he fhewed ; and that the vizir
. Z 3 fufpc&-
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Mocraose. fufpecting the young prince of a defign- to
Hegyra 319. take away his poft, formed a projed to de-
Ch. %931 orive him of the crown, and to place it on

the head of Caher; but that the minifter

~changed his opinion, when he found the

Caliph was better inclined towards him.
Abul Faragius adds, that the vizir was
fhortly afterwards affaffinated by Hoflain
ebn Hamadan, who having been concerned
with the vizir in the confpiracy againft the
Caliph, was apprehenfive tﬁat minifter would
one day make the prince his enemy. The
fame author continuing his relation, fays,
That Hoffain perfifting in the defign he had
formed with the vizir, found means to dnve
Mo&ader from the throne, of which he had
juft taken poffeffion; that to this' end he
caufed Motaflem to be proclaimed, and gave
him the firname of Mo&adi-Billah ; that he
afterwards caufed it to be fignified to Mocta-
der, that he muft quit the imperial palace ;
that the young prince defired he would wait
till the next day, which having been grant-
ed, he. took advantage of the refpite, and

prepared for his defence; that Hoffain com- -

ing on the morrow with the new Caliph to
take pofieffion of the palace, found all Moc-
tader’s attendants under arms, who refufed
him entrance : that they came to blows, the
action was bloody, and lafted the whole day;
and that at length Moctader’s party prevailed,
and Hoffain efcaped inte Mefopotamia. Mo-
wflers, who was thus illegally made Caliph,

o o and
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and who had appointed a vizir, fled into theMocrapss.
Defert with his minifter; and this is the ac- Hegyra 319.
count given by Abul Faragius of the firft ©h-=" 93t
depofing of Moctader. , , '

In a fhort time that prince, who is repre-
fented by fome authors, and particularlyby El
Makin, as 2 man of the utmoft indolence,
foon fhewed the contrary, according to Abul
Faragius. A fedition arofe in Bagdat, which
was probably occafioned by the fecret prac-
tices of Hoffain and his party. ‘The citi-
zens and merchants were robbed or affaffi-
nated in their own houfes ; and the muti-
neers threatened to plunder the whole city.
Mo&ader in perfon headed his troops, put
part of the rebels to the fword, and fuch
as they feized were foon afterwards publickly
executed.

In writing the life of Mo&ader I have
followed the opinion of El Makin, which
feemed to me the more lllnrobable, as Abul
Faragius himfelf, who has defcribed that
prince, as fo active and valorous in his ear-
lieft youth, has not through his whole reign
furnithed us with another proof in fupport
of that affertion : whereas, according to the
pi¢ture drawn of him by El1 Makin, he was
indolent at the beginning, and continued fo
to be until his death.

During the reign of this prince, a famous story of Hot-
man, named Hoflain Hallage, was exe- fain Hallage.
cuted. He had for a long time gained great
refpect from the people in the (E:Jeral pasts

‘ Z 4 ' where
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Mocraoer. where he had inhabited ; he was fuppofed

Hegyra3ig. to have the

-

ft of revelation, and it was

Ch. r. g31. reported that he could difcover the moft fe-

cret thoughts. He led a very auftere life;
and it is even aflerted, that during a long
refidence in Arabia, he lived a whole year
in a cave, bare-headed, and unprovided of
rayment fuitable to the different feafons : he
fafted often in the year, and for many days
together took no food ; after which he broke
his faft, only by eating three mouthsful of
bread and drinking a little water.
- His difcourfe was fuitable to his wife con-
duct; he preached up the ftricteft morality,
and above all fpoke of the love of God with.
fo great zeal and enthufiafm, as might per- .
fuade the hearers he was thoroughly affeted
by it. < Seventy years have pafled;” would
he often fay, < fince the divine flame was firft
lighted up in my entrails; they would have
been entirely confumed, but for a fpark of
him who is fovereign truth, which gave a
new life to my afhes. He alone, who is in-
flamed by the fame fire, can tell how great
is my burning.” After which he cried out,
“ Oh! divine love, fly to my fuccour, that
we may be infeparably united ; thou alene,
O Lord, knoweft the condition of a heart
which burneth with the love of thee.” '
He often mixed with his difcourfe many
things which have induced fome authors to
believe he was a Chriftian. For example,
he often cried out in a tranfport, ¢ Be he

for
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for ever praifed, who manifefted to us his Mocrapee.
humanity, concealing at the fame time his Hegyra 319.
divinity, which pervades all things, info- Ch. r. 931.
much that he condefcended to appear '
amongft us, eating and drinking like us.”
And at the time fentence of death was pafled
on him, he only faid, ¢ He that invites
me to the banquet, does me no wrong in
making me drink of the cup which he him-
felf drank- of before his death.” This was
" the very language of the martyrs. .

But the fame enthufiaft, who was fofpe@-
ed of being a Chriftian, obferved the muf-
fulman law with the greateft pun&uality,
and performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, as
a follower of Malgomet: and it was even
on account of this pilgrimage, that a dif-
pute arofe which brought him to a fhameful
end. ' '

This cataftrophe happened at Bagdat,
where he came to refide about the 309th
year of the Hegyra, after having dwelt a lon '
time at Mecca. His aufterity, iis piety, ané
the religious ftrain which abounded in his
difcourfe, all contributed to gain him a great
number of followers, but at the fame time
to raife up againft him many enemies, efpe-
cially amongft the dotors of the muffulman
law, who refolved to deftroy him. They
therefore diligently fought for the means of
accufing him; and as they could find no
fault with his life, they confined themfelves
to his dotrine, Their firft attempts to dif-
' ' cover
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Mocraper. Cover fome error therein was fruitlefs; he
Hegyra319. boldly ftoad the. trial, and fully refuted all
Ch. 931 their arguments; buf the doCtors having

been ingorméd' he had tanght his difciples
that they might difpenfe ‘with themfelves
from performing the journey to Mecca, his
adverfaries ftuck to that point, and thereon
he was condemned.

He was interrogated therefore, whether a
man might decline ﬁoing a pilgrimage to
Mecca? He anfwered (agreeable to what
he had already advanced in his writings)
¢ That he might abfolutely do fo, buton
the following conditions: Firft, He muft
fet apart a room of his houfe, which muft
be kept very neat and ¢lean, but without the
leaft furniture. Secondly, That he fhould

ermit no perfon to enter therein. Thirdly,

hat all the accuftomed ceremonies were to
be performed, and the ufual prayers recited
there. Fourthly, That after having cb-
ferved all the duties prefcribed by the law,
as an equivalent for the trouble, fatigue and
hazard of the journey, which was difpenfed
with, he fhould affemble together thirty or-
phans in the fame place, who fhould be
cloathed and fed during thirty days. He
was befides perfonally to wait on them at
table, and upon difmiffing them, give to
each thirty drachmas.”

At this rate, the difpenfation for the
voyage to Mecca fhould feem to bave been

fet at a high price ; and indeed, what the

prifoner
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prifoner fubftituted in the place of that pil- Mocraza..
grimage, might have feemed very reafon- Hegyra 1o,

able to a Muflulman : but yet it ‘was the®

caufe of his condemnation. The Cadi, or
chief magiftrate, judged him worthy of
death, and the reft of the affembly joined
with him in opinion. '

When fentence was pafled, the prifoner
calmly faid to his judges, * You ought not
to have dipped your hands in my blood; my
faith is the fame with that of all true Muf-
fulmen ; my doctrine is truly orthodox, and
I have always carefully followed the tradi-
tions of our forefathers; my writings will
inconteftably prove this fat. You condemn

me from human views; your fentence is-

unjuft! My fole confolation is, that I die
innocent ; and juft heaven will furely re-
venge my death.” :
This pretended criminal was foon exe-
cuted; and they put him to as painful a

death, as if he had committed the moft,

atrocious crimes. They firft cruelly fcourged
him with rods ; after which they cut off his
arms and legs, and at laft his head. The
trunk and limbs were forthwith burned, and
the athes thrown into the Tygris. As to the
head, it was fixed on the point of a lance,
and fet up in a publick part of thecity.

El Makin relates, that Mo&ader was fa-
vourable to the Chriftians ; and that a go-
vernor of Egypt having laid a tax on the
bithops, monks, &c. in the year 313, that

. _ prince

& 931,
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MocTADER. pifince took it off again, and ordered, that

Hegyra31g. they fhould be fuffered to enjoy the immu-

Ch.a.931. pities which the author of their vocation
had granted to them. -

The fame writer adds, That in the faid
year 313, there appeared in Egypt a bright
radiant ftar, followed by an immenfe red
flame, which reached from north to fouth,
and appeared to be thirty fathoms long, and
about two fathoms broad, wreathed like a
ferpent. ,

Rife of the During the reign of this prince, and about

gyn?;@t"e:ffhe the 298th year of the Hegyra, Abu Mo-
hammed Obeidallah, who may be called the
Founder, or at leaft the forerunner of the .
Dynafty of the Fatimites, fo famous in the
muffulman hiftory, eftablifhed himfelf in
Africa. He claimed to be defcended from
Ali, the prophet’s fon-in-law, and in order to
gain flill greater refpect and veneration,- he
drew his pedigree from -Ali, by Fatima,
Mahomet’s favourite daughter. For which
caufe, inftead of calling himfelf barely an
Alian, he chofe rather to aflume the name
of a Fatimite; a name which was borne by
his defcendants, and under which they
reigned a long time in Africa and Egypt.

The defcent of thofe princes from Ali and
Fatima was ftrongly contefted. And Da-
hebi, an old Arabian author, fays that none- -
but ignorant perfons Would'cal{ them Fati-
mites ; and that, far from being defcended
from fo illuftrious a ftock, he incw,, from

' undoubted
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undoubted authority, that Obeidallah was Mocranes.
either one of the Magi, or a Jew by re- Heg}'f3319~
ligion," and a Yockfmith by profeflion; and ™ =931
that he had for a long time carried on his

trade at Salamiah, a town in the diftri& of

Emefla in Syria.

But however that was, it is certain that
Obeidallah made a great figure amongft the
Muffulmen ; and that havmo given himfelf _ -
out to be a pmphet he foon gained a great
number of difciples, whom he put under
arms,and bywhofe means he made conquefts.

His firft expedition was againft the Aglabites,
fo called from Aglab, who having been ap-

inted by Haroun governor of the province
of Africa,. found means to make himfelf ab-
folute mafter of the country, and thereto
to add other conquefts; of all which he and
his pofterity had continued to be the fove-
reigns, from the 184th year of the Hegyra
to the 298th year of the fame, at which
time Ziadat-Allah, the laft prince of that
Dynatty, was defeated by Obeidallah, and
dcprwcd of his dominions. The latter main-
tained his ground againft his enemies, and
tranfmitted his power to his dcfcendants,
who after having reigned many years in
ffnca with great tranquillity, conquered

‘gypt from the Akfchidians. Mention will
often be made of that illuftrious family in
the fequcl of this hiftory.

.CAHER
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Caner.
Hegyra 320.
Ch. zr. 932.

Caher’s

wicked dif- -

pofition.

The HISTORY of

CAHERBILLAH.
The THIRTY-EIGHTH CALIPH.

AHER, third fon of Mothaded, who
was in prifon at the time of his brother’s
death, was immediately afterwards releafed,
in order to be placed on the throne. This
ﬁrincc was remarkable only on account of
is vices. He was capricious and cruel,
without honour, without feeling, exceffivel
covetous, and made ufe of all, even the mo
barbarous means, to gratify his paffion for
money. Such is the picture hiftorians have
given us of the monfter whom the Saracens
proclaimed Caliph after Moctader. Hap-
pily his reign was fhort. On account of his
crimes he loft his crown, after having worn
it about eighteen months; and the miferable
life he led from the time of his depriviation,
was a juft, but too mild a punithment for the
wickednefs of his reign.

So foon as this prince was in poffeffion of
the throné, he gave fignal proofs of his ava-
rice and cruelty, by caufing a ftri& enquiry
to be made touching all fuch as had lived
with Mo&ader, that he might take from
them the riches they had received from
him. He did not'even fpare his own mo-
ther, (who was alfo mother to the late
Caliph) he caufed her to appear before himci

an
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ahd afked her were fthe had placed -her Can:s.
riches? 'The princefs having anfwered that Igﬁgyﬂl 320
fhe had no maney, and that her whole pro- xr- 93
perty confifted in cloaths and houthold-fur-
niture; Caher, who firmly believed the con-~
trary, threatened her with the moft rigorous
treatment, if the did notimmediately make
a dilcovery of her money .and jewels.  And
as the ftill perfifted in denying, he com-
manded that the fhould be hanged up by
the heels in his prefence, and was fo bar-
barous as to firike her with his own hands,
faying at each blow, ¢ Tell me, where is
your money?” ‘The princefs continuing fted-
faftly to affirm.that . the - was not miftrefs of
any, he caufed her to be loofed, and fent
back to her apartment, where fhe thortly died.

As Caher was determined at all events to
et fome money from his mother, he re- .
fumed all the donations and prefents the had
made, and mareover caufed all her furniture
and effects to be publickly fold. The mef-
fengers who came to put the infamous order
in execution found her alive ; bat this cruel
blow ferved to haften her approaching end.
- He beftowed thefamekind of treatment on
the friends and fervants of his late brother :
the greateft part of them were put to the tor-
ture, that they might be forced to give up their
{ubftance, which was the only way of avoid-
ing thofe horrid torments. Even his vizir was
not exempt from his fury.. He :had juft no- Hegyra 3a1.
minated ta that: poft a.perfon:of great credit Ch- = 933.

- amongft
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Canex.  amongft the Muffulmen, called Ebn Moclach.
Hegyra 321. Hewasvizir under the preceding Caliph; but
Ch. 21933 gither through caprice of the.prince, or court
intrigues, he remained only one year in that

office, and lived privately till the advance--

ment of Caher, who reftored him to his
poft; and in a fhort time, for fome difguft

which is not particularly mentioned, caufed -

his right hand to be cut off, and yet conti-

nued him in the fame employment.
;_ﬁw:‘gpimgy . Thefe horrid and repeated cruelties raifed
pofeCaher, _the indignation of the people, and particu-

larly of the nobles, who were continually

apprehenfive, that the favage Caher would’

deal with them in like manner, in order to
feize their eftates. A confpiracy was there-
fore formed by three amongft them to fhake
off the yoke, and free the ftate from fo op-
preflive a tyrant. :

Munas was one of the firft that engaged
to revenge the honour of the crown, fo
fcandaloufly fullied by the avarice and cru-
elty of the fovereign. Balik, the high cham-
berlain, joined Munas, and prevailed on his
fon Ali to engage in the plot. It was thought

they might fafely impart it to the vizir Moc-

lach, who was very ready to affift in de<
throning a prince who had fo cruelly ufed
him. The confpirators found means to add

to their number Zairac, captain of the pa-
lace-guard, who: promifed them his utmoft

. ... afltance; and from that..moment they
* looked on themfRlues.. as: fure:(of .the fuc-

- cefsof their defign. Zairac
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Zairac, without delay, took the moft ef- Canx.

fe@ual meafures to fecure all the avenues to Hegyra 321.
the palace, and to prevent any perfons from = 933
entering there but fuch as. were relations or The Caliph
friends of the tonfpirators ; but the very du‘lfffv:;fi;h,i.
day on which the blow was to be ftruck, vents it.
whereby the Caliph was to be deprived of
his crown, the whole plot was difcovered to
him by a Muflulman called Taharif, who
had overheard all that paffed at the laft con-
ference held by Munas and his party. He
difguifed himfelf in female attire, and found
means to flip into the palace, and to get
into Caher’s apartment. . He revealed to him
the names of the chief confpirators, and ad-
vifed him' without 'delay to be on his guard,
. for that the ftorm would burft on that very
day after evening-prayer ; and that Ali, the
fon of Balik, would appear the firft to feize
him.

The Caliph, who began already to be ap-
prehenfive of fome uncommon event by the
fir he obferved amongft his guards, made
no doubt of the truth of Taharif’s ftory;
he therefore direted him inftantly to apply
to the family of Said, to inform them of his
dangerous fituation, and ‘to order them to
fend him'fpeedy affiftance: he at the fame
time pointed out a private way, by which
the fuccour might fafely come to him, if they
took due precaution to avoid the guards who
were pofted near it. :

Vou. IIL Aa Ta-
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Taharif complied with the Caliph’s qr-

g;gyra 321. ders, and all things feemed happily ta com-
"%+ 933 fpire in his defence. The heufe of Sasd

provided themfelves with fhort. weapons
which they concealed under their garments,
and entered the palace by the way the: Caw
liph had pointed out. That prigce plagak
them in different, apartments, and ordered:
them to remain concealed, until they-fhould:
receive further orders from him.. L
So foon as evening-prayer wag ower, Al§
ben Balik went to- the palace, and offered t
go to the Caliph, but he:was denied entranga
into his apartment. He began. to quarmeh
with the door-keepess,. relying upen being
fupported, in cafe of noed, by the very, gnards
whofe commandant was, in.the plot ; but
his great furprize, foma-of the Said's ap~
peared. with arms, who feized him, and:
placed him in a room, under a proper guard,.
The confpirators impatiently waited; for
news of Ali's enterprize; but they, could
hear none, except, that he-had, at firft:been:
denied admiffion to. the Caliph,. and:that
they had afterwards permitted: him.to enter,
This account had 4 different effect:upon.
the confpirators. ‘Moclach imagining the
plat was difcovered, inftantly provided: for
his own fafety, and.made his efcape. Ba-
lik, on the contrary, who did not in the.
leaft fufpect it, and. whofe thoughts were
turned only on the infult committed on his..
. fon,
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fen; in' deryingihim entrance into the apart-Cases.
mdnts; wend to'thé phlace to.complain of it-: Hegyra 321.
Ko was admitted to- thé Caliph’s prefence, ™ =933
dhd wad theré apprehénded.

this Caher immediately fént one of
hls attendants to Munas;, defiring his’ fpeedy
preferice aboud an- affair of importance, in
.which: h¢ warited his advice. Munas fhade
-féme- difficulty to' comply, and: witl' good
séafon’; But, in all- proba'bnhty, he was igno-
rnt that the- Saids were in pofleffion of
the interior part of the palace: however,being
earacfily ifftreated by the mefiénger, he yicld-
od,--and wedt with- him:  He ‘crolfed the
apartmeht¥ till: he: odmie-tothat of the Caliph ;
and-fo feon: as thie dbdr was opened, Caher
advanced to-méét himy and feizing him by
 the- garnient; dommanded fuch-of the Saids
as- were at-hand to apprehend him, and keep
hins clof€ prifoner,

The Caliph then going'into ancther room,
commanded- thdt the head of Ali fhoyld' be
iaftandy brought'him-in a-dith. . His- com-
twinds- havirig been- obeyed on-the {fpot, the
Caliph took: gxedl(h, and entering the room
where- Balik- was: guarded; he placed- the
hedd of hisfon-on a-tabl¢ near Him, and go-
ing ot told him; that if he did not'know
whefe: it' was, he would give him a little
timie to difcover it. How fhocking a'fight
muft this be to-a'father? and how fatal a pre-
fage to Bulik-himfelf? And indeed his fate was
feon:decided. The Caliph havmg afforded

Aa2 him
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him a fhort fpace to view the head of his
dear fon, commanded the father’s head to
be alfo cut off and placed in the fame difh,
which he ordered to be brought to him. So

{oon as this was done, he again took thedifh,

carried it to the room where Munas was in
cuftody, and fet it before him. The eu-
nuch fhuddering at fo horrid a fight, cried
out, “ May the curfe of God light on the
author of fuch barbarity " The Caliph did
not give him time to fay-any more; he

.caufed his head to be cut off, and put in the
fame difh with the two others. On the next
.day each of the heads was fixed on the point
of a lance, and carried through all the ftrects

of Bagdat, preceded by the common cryer,

‘who from time to time faid with a loud

voice, * Behold the reward of thofe that
have broken their oath made to the Caliph,
and who have endeavoured to raife diftur-
bances in the ftate.”

Thefe bloody executions being over, Ca-.
her entertained not the leaft fear of any fu-
ture cabals, and gave a loofe to his cruel dif-
pofition. He caufed the prince to be feized,
who, according to common report, was to
have fupplied his place if the plot had fuc-
ceeded : it was his own nephew Abu Ahmet,
fon of the Caliph Moktaphi. He caufed
him to be brought before ﬁim, and having
carried him to 3 place called the Haram,
which is the moft private part of the Seraglio,
he commanded his attendants to feize hlmd,

an
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~and ‘nail him up againft one of the partitions Caner.
‘with four large nails which he had caufed Hegyrasz:.
0 be made for that purpofe. Ch.zr. 933-

Whilft the unhappy Ahmet * was ex- He extorts a

piring, ‘Caher fent for Abu Jahia, a lawyer tf“m °Jf;l':;‘ev
.of great repute; and who was deemed to be "
‘very rich. 8o foon as he appeared, the Ca-
liph told him he ftood in great need of the
{um of two hundred thoufand denarii, and
that he muft defire him to advance the mo-
ey forthwith.
- Jahia pleading his inability of furnifhing
fo large a fum, the Caliph interrupted him,
and faid, < How isthis? Abu Ahmet, whois
1n the nextroom,aflured me you were able to
‘lend the money, and is of opinion you thould
do fo: go with me to him,” added Caher,
taking the lawyer by the hand. It may be
eafily imagined to how great a degree Jahia
was terrified, to fee even the Caliph’s ne-
phew expiring under fo uncommon a pu-
nithment. He forefaw that if he continued
to refufe a compliance with that prince’s de-
‘mand, he muft fhare the fame fate; he
therefore promifed, that he would ftrip him-
felf of every thing to make up the fum in
‘queftion.

* El Makin fpeaking of Ahmet, only fays that he was
confined in a room, the door whereof the Caliph canfed to
be walled up, and in which he fuffered that young prince
to die of hunger. Kondemir fays almoft the gme g,

Aa g This
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Canzp. This was the laft barbaroys deed the Car
Hegyra322. liph executed. The vizir Moslach, whe
3::;9{3‘” had concealed himfelf ever fince the difcer
orms yery of the lafk plot, thirted after a more
mgﬂpb fayourable pppqruunity of revenging him-
the Caliph. felf on the tyrant ; and when he confidered
the hate and fury which ba arifen in the
minds of all men on accouat of the cruel
death of Ahmet, he thought a better ogca-
fion could not offer.

The nobility and great mep of the flate
alfo myrmured loudly. A general difcon-
tent appeared, and nothing hut 8 ghief
feemed wanting to excite a revplt.

- Moclach yndertook to gary jt inte exer
cution : however, he dared not yet make
his appearance ; but3s he wgs 2 man full of
astifice and cupping, he, thoygh ablent, fo-
well niana%:d the defign that it yas attended
with fuccefs. He ftrove o intimjdate Sima,
commander of the Tprkifh gilitia, by caufing
it to be infinuated to him, that confidering
the fangninary difpofition of the Caliph, he
bad reafon to fear his own fafety. Sima wes
{epfible of the truth of that obfesvation,
and gonferred an thi head with ether offi-
cers, who were filled with the fame apprer
henfions. They earneftly required, that
revious to gny attempt a canferepce fhould
E.G held with Moelach, who confented, pro-
per fecurity having'been firft givep to him;
and after a few conferences, it was agr;cd
' T that
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that Caher fhould be depofed; which Wwas Cansz.
to be brought about in the following man. Hegyr 322.
acr : as the pay of the troops was in arrcar, O < 93+
the foldiers were to demand the moncy with
loud cries, and without waiting for any an-
fwer from court, the officers and foldiers
were to afcend to the Caliph’s apartment,
ard drag him thence, in order to put him in
prifon, after which a fucceflor was to be ap-
poiated. B

The event of this plot was fuccefsful to
the copfpirators. . The foldiers having made
the clamour agreed on, the officers, who
only waited for that fignal, inftantly went
to the Caliph’s apartment, with fome troops.
Caher having enquired into the caufe of the
difturbance, was informed it was a revolt,
which he ‘could not poffibly guard againt,
becaule the confpirators were already in
pofleflion of the palace. ‘The Caliph ran with
the utmoft fpeed thfough a gallery which
led tv a bath; and finding that the confpira-
" tors broke open the doors, and fearched
all the chambers, he found means to
on the roof of the bath, and there concealed
himfelf; but his purfuers fought after him
fo diligently, that they difcovered him.

They got out on the roof-and feized him 5
and whether it was accidentally done in the Caher is de-
hucry, or whether the thing had been fo pofedsandre-
refolved, they put .out his eyes. He was uimoftmitery.
then carried to prifon, whence he was not

Aa 4 en-
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~ enlarged till after the eleCtion of anothér

Caliph. ~ They appointed for hith an apart-
ment in the palace, of which he wasfoori
deprived, without any revenue fettled for
his maintenance. And in fhort this wretched
prince was reduced to a neceffity of begging
his bread at the doors of the Mofques. El-
Makin cites an author (without naming
"him) who had feen Caher in that miferable
condition : ¢ Being once at Almanzor’s
mofque,” fays he, *“ onaFriday, I faw a man
brought thither cloathed in a robe with a

double furr, which was much worn, and I.

heard him fay: Remember him ‘who was
once your Caliph, 'and who now begs your
charity.” A ftrange revolution, by which
that prince was punifhed for his crimes in
a more grievous manner, than if they had

deprived him of his life inftead of his fight

and crown.

He lived thus miferably till the 339th
year of the Hegyra, when he died at Bag-
dat, aged fifty two years, of which he had
reigned about eighteen months.

The famxly of the Buians, or Bouians, fo
famous in eaftern ftory, was firft known du-
ring the reign of this Caliph. Thofe princes
were called Buians from Buiah, the head of
that houfe. He was the fon of Kaba Khof-
ru, who claimed his defcent from the mo-
narchs of the fourth Dynafty of the Perfians,
who ‘were called Saﬂ"amtes, from Saffan firft

prince
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prince of that Dynafty, of which was the Caner.
. famous Chofrogs. . Hegyra 323.

. Although Buiah pretended to be derived & =93+
from fo 1lluﬁnous a ftock, yet he was fo un-
provided of the favours of fortune, that he
lived very privately in a village in the coun-
try of Dilem, which lies along the fouthern
coaft of the Cafpian fea, from whence his
poiterity were alfo called Dilemites. Buiah
exercifed the bufinefs of a fitherman, and
paflfed his days with his wife and family in
great penury. ~ His wife happening to die,
he left the village, and went with his chil-
dren to the houfe of one of his friends called
Schéhériar ebn Roftam, where he refided
for fome time.

In this.abode Buiah had a very extraordie
nary dream. He thought he faw a great
flame iffue out of his belly, which having
in a fhort time covered a vaft extent of coun-
try, fuddenly arofe up to the heavens, and
divided itfelf into three parts yand he at the
fame time faw the people of the earth fall
proftrate before the three fires, aud. beg their
protection.

Being uneafy to know the meaning of fo
wonderful a dream, Buiah confulted an af-
trologer who pafled for a very great adept in
the interpretation of dreams. The aftrolo-
ger havingmufed a while, faid toBuiah, “You
have three fons, who will all become fove-
relgn princes : their power will be great,

and
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and {pread over the earth in kike manner as

Ch-=.93¢ " Buiah, amazed at aprediction which fuited

{o ill with his wretched condition, thonght
the aftrologer kad jefbed with him ; but the
latter undeceived lim, by continuing his dif~
courfe in the following terras : « You may
depend on what I fay ; and if you can tell
me the hour in which your children were
feverally born, 1 will likewife imform you of
many other particulars.” = Buiah fatisfied
him, and at the fame time brougit his three
children befere him ; having calculated
their nativity, and maturely confidered his
fcheme, he faluted the eldeft called Ali, and
taking him by the hand, kifled it, and faid to
his father, “ Thisis he that will be the firft
monarch.” . He in like manner faluted the
fecond named Haflan ; and the third called
Ahmed, and faid to their father,  Thefe
two will alfo have a fhare in the fove-
reignty.” :
The three brothers immediately refolved
to take up arms, as the only means of verify-
ing the prediction, and went into the fervica
of Macan, king of the province of Ghilan
in Perfia. They began to diftinguith them-
felves at the time when Macan having loft a
battle againft a prince called Asfar, wason
a fudden deprived of his dominions by the
conqueror. The fons of Buiah inftantly
abandoned Macan, and took on amoniﬂ
. e

z .
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ghie &roops of Asfar; and he having beem Canse.
Zain by e Karmathian ja dhe 31 5th wear of Hegwa s23.
she Hegyra, Mardavigins, 2 prince famous S8--93¢
dath for his valour and ambition, feized with

# firong hand the provinee of Ghilan, aad

st the Gme tupe made a conqueft of Di-
lemv, Mazandsran, and Tabareftan. The

fons of Buiah foon made an offer of their
fwords to that prince, who having heard of

their bravery, readily employed them in his
army, and fpeedily” advanced them; and

they were appointed to fuperior commands

in the expeditions which that prince under-

took for the conqueft of the provinces of
Irak, Fars, and Southern Perfia. But Mar-
dawigius having been killed at Ifpahan by

one of his old flaves, called Jakem the
Turk, and leaving no children, Ali, the el-

deft of the three Buian brothers, who was

then at the head of a viCtorious army, eafily.
made himfelf mafter of Perfia : thefe were

the firft fteps which enabled thofe brothers

to found that famous Dynafty, fo well
known in hiftory by the name of the Buian
Dynatty, It was at firft divided into three
‘branches, and afterwards became only two,

the princes whereof, for the moft part, reign-

ed jointly at the fame time.

Thofe three princes are commonly known
only by the furnames which were given to
them. Ali was called Amadeddulat; Haf~
fan, Rokneddulat; and Ahmed, Moez?d-

dulat,
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Caner.  dulat. They were all great favourers of the
Hegyra 323. fe@ of Ali, probably becaufe the fitft fo-
Cb-r. 934 yereign of their family was called Ali. We
fhall-{foon fee them extend their power even
to Bagdat, and defpotically govern both the
perfon and empire of the Caliphs, to whom
they left only the bare thew of authority.

INDEX
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THIRD VOLUME

A.

_BBas-BEN-AmrovU lofes 2 battle againft the Kar-

‘mathians, who take him prifoner, 295. On what
conditions he obtains his liberty, 296

Asgas of Méru draws up aftronomical tables, 128.

ABpas, the fonof Mamon, is proclaimed Caliph by fome foldiers,
- ¥61. He fwears allegiance to Motaflem, ibid. Confpiracy
formed to place him on the throne, 17z. Hisdeath, 173.
Asassan, the Caliph’s fifter, beloved by that prince, 70. She

makes returns to Giaffer’s paffion, 71. She marries him,
and the Caliph prohibits them from tafting the conjugal
" fweets, 72. Verfes fhe writes to Giaffer, to prevail on him
- to tranfgrefs the order, ibid note.- She beeomes with child,
- 73. The Caliph finds his order has been infringed, and
- punifhes them, ibid. .
Asassrans, their origin, 1.
ABpALLAH, brother of Babek, efcapes with him from Caba-
deg, 169. He is put to death, 171. -
ABDALLAH-EBN-RasnID, bad fuocefzs of his expedition againft:
. the Greeks, 263.
ABpALLAH, fon of Motaz, is declared Caliph inftead of
" MoQader, 3z0. His death, ibid.
AzpoLran caufes Abu’l Abbas to be proclaimed Caliph, z.
Meafures he takes to exterminate the Ommiyans, 3. He
" lays ‘dlaim to the Caliphate after the death of Abu’l Abbas,
‘8. He raifes troops, and marches againft Ahpanzor, 10,
11. He lofes a battle and flies to Baforah, 12. He waits
on the Caliph, who feigns a reconciliation with him, 13.
He is deftroyed, together with his friends, 15
.AriBa, daughter of Mamon, efpoufes Rizza, 117. :
Arvu Anmer, the fon of Moktaphi, dies in torments infliGted
by order of Cabher, 356.
Arvu Giarrer MonaMMmep, vizir to Motawakel, his cha-

rafler, 192. He contrives a new kind of punifhment, 193.
- Mota-

R TR
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Motawakel makes him fuffer death by the means he had in-
vented, 194.

AU’ Anpas SarPan is prodlaimed Cgliph, 2. Why he
was fhrnamed » 5. Hib gratitudeto' Abdollah, ibid.
His praver, 6. His death, 7, Authors divided touching
his pofterity, ibid.

Aeu Morammep OB1DALUAH, fousder of the Fatimites,
his origin and firft progrefs, 348.

Afman. z0r

. Asu Mustim is appointed by

0r to dprodalm him Ca-
liph at Gufah, 8. He commands the Caliph%- troops
againft Abdollah, 11. Defeats him, 12. His reputation
and great ftate gain him the hatred of Almanxor, 16. He
quits the fervice in dlm. He retorns to court, de-
ceived by the feign s of the Caliph, zo. He is

. afafinared, 24,0 -0 . - o v e
Asy SacE is. made general of the Karmathians, - 3%.
Through his prefumption his_army is: defeated,. 335 He

is taken prifonier, and Abu. Thaher caufes himtorbe chained

. upameng-his dogs- 387. :
Aaux?- Sxip, W,Qf?:},@q?%mﬂhhmuh‘is conguelBs,. 325.
He js affaflmated, ibid. - , L .
Apu Saidp Hapawr, another chief of _;heJ{nm‘lathians;_.z'g;,
. He-beats- the. Caliph’s-troops,: 296, He gives Abbas his
_ liberty on certain conditiobs, ibid. He 1. defeated and
. taken' prifoner, 299, He. is fent: to’ theyCaliph,. apd-re~
. Dtoathes hiin-as an ufurper,-ibidi. He.is put to death, 300.
v TsanBr; chief of the Karmathians,: pretends to bein-
fpired, 325. He feizes Baforah, and pltnders a caravhn,
326. He ftrives to gain Abdallgh’s aﬂgfﬁnps, 7. . Pro-
. pofale-he malzesteo-the-Caliph,-ibid:: He takes éﬁfah’, 328.
Beata the Caliph’s troopgs-and- makes incurfions to the
- n«Ebbom-hooé of Bagdas, 329, He retiresto Hejar, where
he builds a palace, 330. He facks Mecea, and defiles thé
. Caabhhy 333, Makes- inronds. to- the neighbourhood of
Bagdar, 334. His anfwer. to-Abu Sage’s meflenges,. 355°
. Ho- farprites. the-Galiph’s-troopsy and cuts-thein in picces,
. 336, Heresirerfrom Bagdat,-337.. . . .
Arrcpisy. hisorigin,) 166.- He astacky Babek in Adherbijan,
.. 3ngd-ggine- 2 vikory, over-him, 1 167. . Purfues- and -befieges
.- him s Cgbadeg,. 168. Semds-him prifoner to the Caliph,
éﬂt‘h, He formb acon{piracy,agaimit the Caliphsu 72, ;Im
eath, 174, _ o
AcLas fouﬁé‘a-Dyxmﬂj in-Africa,, 344. . L
AeLaBiTES, - by whom:that: Dypatty was founded, . and-when
it was defiroyed, 349. )
Astmzo.al Korax heads the pasty formed againft Wathek,
. 184+ Heisdilsevered and-fent tothe Caliph, who beheads
. hinf, 135. : ~ - AHMED
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Afimap~anslamases. vigir. to Mataz, advice: he! gives that
Caliph, z42. His honfe s pil by the Thurks, z46.

Amaen 2w Conuain neQifies ‘stables, ¥28.

Aziver 8Eav Trov o becomes foveteign.in Egypt, 263. He
.takes feweral towns:in Syria, 265. The'Caliph.demands
aflitance:from him in relation'to giy brother Muoaffek ;. amd
- what fleps he-takes thereon, ibid.. His.death, 270. His
charaQter; ibid.. His richkes,.itlid. His rife, z71..

AgmeT BBt MORAMMED; a leameds Arabian in. the reign.of
Mothaded, 305.. . e .-

Arcenos;,. & leamed man,. who diftinguifhed himfelf in the
-reign ofi Motamed; z78. ' :

Aucpaan. See Koran. .

Ag:n. the fox: ofi Babik, . joiss his:fasher:agzinft:the:Caliph,
352. He isappreliended; 354. He'is flam, 355.

Ay pilgriinages to:his tambyprohibited Hy Motawalel;. 195.
He appears to Motawakel in a dréam, 196,

Agnicrvess. Seo ZENDIaNs:

Aumanzom,. on: nows: of the. death of Abu’l. Abbas-he ap-
points Abu Muflim to proclaim him Caliph,. 8. He raifes
troops to oppofe Ab&llah, and gives the command of
them to Abu'Muflim, 11. Share he laid for Abdollah to
draw him to court, 13. He puts him and his friends to
death; 152 Canferof: his hatred to-Abu-Mndlim, 16. His.
awatice, 18. Meamrhe ufed to get Abu. Mullim inte his.
handé; 19. He affels toreceive himwith:great cordiality,
20. He-canfts him to be put to' death, 21. He fends
Giamhoun toroppofe-Sinamisirevolt, 22. New inftance of
s avarice, ibidi He appbints Mahometeln Afhar to re-
duce Giamhour, 23. Trouble which the Ravendiars caufe
himy,. 24. How hie difeovers-that he-is tobe the‘foanderof:
-Bagdat; 27: He:iffues: orders\fm-}iir bnil‘(':ilx:g-of-- thatcitys..
-28: He ;theet parties that arofé. agamft him; 29. Héds -
flhnz.xmgfiznm};, ibid. Name e gave to the9 city. of
Bagdat, ibid. He falis’intoadeep melancholy, ibid: He
.goes:on & pilgrimage to Meoca, 30. Advice he gives to:
m‘om 31.PﬂHisdeuth, 32. His:charafter, ibid.

Avssiizaray;. mother to the GaliphrHadi, ilt offices which
dh:-fomdoes-.lier,. g1. She has a confiderable fhare im his
«death, 52; ‘

AMADBDDSULAT, a Buian prince,. before called- Ali, feizes

Amin, what fhare he had of the dominions of his fatherdla-
7oun, 83. Heids prodaimed Caliph, g3. He oppofes the*.
-difpodition. made by his father’s will; g4.  His averfion-to
bufinefs, g5. He chufes Fadel for his vizir, g6. Hecon-
fentsthat “his fom:thould be acknowledged as his fuccefior;
. * . %
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.97. He fupprefles the name of Mamon in the publick

rayers, g8. He deprives Motaflem of the partion which
ﬁis father had given him, ibid, He declares wa.ln'IEin&
-Mamon, yoo. His infenfibility on the. progrefs by
Mamon, 103, 105. His people are enraged at his conduét,
and depofe him, ibid. He regains their affetion, and is
reftored, 106. He flies from Bagdat, 107. He is be-
fieged in his retreat, and treats with Harthamath, ibid.

He begins his march to meet him, 109. .He is killed by -

Thaher’s foldiers, 111. His chara&er, ibid.

Amor1um, a city of Afia Minar, facked by Motaffem, 176.

Amrovu eBN Leitz, fecond prince of the Dynafty of the
Soffarites, makes a treaty with the Caliph, 262. . Services
.he does for that prince, 306. He is made prifoner and fent
to Mothaded, who caufes him to be flain, 309.

Aszan is concerned in the plot againft gonﬂ'eu, 173,
His death, 174. .

AsTROLOGY jUDICAL, fondnefs of the orientals for that
fcience, 289. Examples to” fhew the-emptinefs of its pre-
dicions, 2go. - .o

¢ ' B.

ABEK preaches a new dofirine, and caufes Perfia to re-
volt, 164. He retires to Aderbijan, 165. He lofes a
battle, and takes- to flight, 167. He fhuts himfelf up in
Cabadeg, which is taken by ftorm, 168. He flies to another
place, 169. His haughtinefs in refpe& to the governor of
-that place, 170. Is delivered up to Afichin, 171. His
end, ibid. ~ ‘ : :

Bapir, is betrayed by Caflem, 310. He is killed, 311.

Bacpar, foundation of that city, 28. Becomes the place
of refidence of the Abaffians, 29. Different names it
bore, ibid. Ceafes to be the capital of the empire, 162.
The Caliphs again refide there, 260.

Bacuer, a Turkith officer, receives a fword from Motawa-
kel, and is appointed to guard his perfon, 208. He joins
in the plot formed againft thac Caliph, 211. He kills him,
212. - His fpeech in an affembly of the Turks under Mon-
taffer, 221.  Caufe of his hatred to Waffif, 233. 1s put
to death, 234. . S

BaxTisuvua, his favour with the Caliph, 21 5. His difgrace,
216. ' C .

Bavrix, ‘Caher’s high-chamberlain, joins in a confpiracy
«againft him,. 352. Goes to the palace, and is appre-
-hended, 355. He is beheaded, 356, .

Bawkiar, a Turkith officer, his imprifonment and death oc-
-cafion an infurretion, 25z. Baraz-
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Basuzcipz, their erigin, 7. Thieir preferinent under the
- Ommiyrns Abaflians, ibid. heir difgrace, 74.
. Theis um, ¥9. Various opinions on the caufe of

their difgrace, 81. o '

Birran, whatthat word fignifies, 160.

BoxrAT caufes arevolt in Aribenia, 197. He defeats the

governor of that province in a battle, ibid. His troops

. syolieaem; and heis bumed with them in Teflis, 198.

Buoa, one of the chief officers of the Twrkifh militia,

defeass the rebels of Armenis, and berns them in Teflis,
198. Council he gives to Moftain, 233. He flies with

the Caliph w0 , 235. - Retires to in
of caufing an infurreftion amongft the Turks, 244. He .
is killed, z45.

Buiaxs, origin of that Dymdz, 360.

BuLcariaxs; fb kivg of the) goes o the afffance of
Michael, and defeats 3\e Saracens, 136.

Burxai fets up for a prophet, and caufes an inforreGion in
Chorafan, 35. He is invefted in the place to which he

- bhad rmeuei. fbid. * Puts himfelf and his troops o an un-

.. common kind of desth, 36, His feft continues for fome
A after his deceafe, 38.

C.

AHER is proclaimed Caliph by Manas infiead of Mek-
G i Tl i ol
' indly, 332. Is 3 337. Forms a i
racy in conj?usl&ion m Munas Jﬂnﬁ Moktader, 338.
. % releafed from prifon, and placed on the throne, 350l
. Jis bad qualities, ibid. A vonipiracy is formed to dethrone
. i, 3¢2. He is informed of,and prevents it,~315. Punithes
. tbeutiots‘ofir, 355. His croel treatment of his aephew
. Abu Abmet, 356. He extorts 2 great fum of somey
from Jahia, 357. A new confpiracy is formed againft him,

" 358. 4o is depofed and reduced to s 350, '
Cauanan, mother of Motaz, her exceflive avanice, 148.

. Mathadi deprives her of her treafuee, 251, ]
Cassei, vizir to Moktaphi, means he ufes wo deftroy Badir,
310, . : :
CrarLEMAIN, friendthip between him and the Caliph Ha-~
roun, g1. Prefents he receives from the Caliph, ibid.

gaosxozs dethroned by Siroés l;h‘i}ef"on, 226, note, o
Bozarag (the king of) propofes a marriage between hi
da a’d:i:gofdnpfouof]ﬁa,s. Earaged at
the death of that princefs, he makies an irraption into the
Caliph’s tetritories, 57. }
oL, III. Bb CHRISTIARS,
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CurisTians, hardfhips impofed on them, 200. -

CoNSTANTINE PORPHYROGENEBTES, €mperor of Conﬂsmu

nople, fends an ambaffador to the Caliph Moktader, 322,
He concludes a treaty with the Cahph, 324

P

. pADOU one of Thaher’s foldners, furpnzes tleCa-

liph’s general, and kills him, 102.
MIETTA taken by furprize, and plundued by the Gteeks

199.
DuAus, regard paid to thcm by the Arabmns, 282,
E.
EAR'THQUAKES in Perfia, &c. 205.
_F.

ADEL EBN SoHAIL is made vizir by Mamon, u4 He
conceals the regard he bears to the Alians, ibid, - -Falfe
fteps he induces the Caliph to take in favour of the Alidns,
11 ed He perfuades the Ca.hph to fupport them, 117. Is
121.
FapeL BN RABIE is appomted vizir, and makes an ill ufe
. "of the Caliph’s favour, g6. He prevails on kim o éau}
< his fon to ge proclaimed his fucceffor, g7. Encoura;
mutiny amongft the Caliph’s troops, 106. Aﬁiﬁs Amin in
. efcaping from Bagdat, 107. .
FapueLL is fent to quell a revolt caufed by. ]alua, 6:. Menns
. he ufes to bring him to his duty, ibid.. He informs the Ca-
liph of Jahia’s difpofition to peace, 63. Heferids:to Jshia
-a promife of fafety figned by the Caliphiand his courtiérs,
« ibid. Diffuades the Caliph from putting ]ahlzto death;ﬁ;.
. Is made vizir, ﬁ.
Fatan, vizir to Motawakel, oonfercnce between the Cah h
.. and him, 208. The Caliph gives him fome defefne
- lands, which were in the po eﬂgl:on of ‘Waffif,. 209.  He
, isaflaflinated, 212. : . :

Farimires, their origin, 348.

G..,

/

EISCH, eldeft fon of Hamarow:ah, in order to main-
tain himfelf on the throne, cuts oE lns uncle’s hea.d,
286. He is aflaflinated, 287. .

‘GIAFFER

N .
P ™



1 N D E X,

Giarrer diffuades the Caliph from putting Jahia to death,
»65. His love for learned men, 68. He is made vizir, and
yields that poft to his brother, 70. Falls violently in love
with Abaflah, 71. Marries her, and on what condition,
ibid. Breaks the condition, 72. Is put to death by the
Caliph’s order, 74.

G1afFrER, fon of Motamed, is appointed his fucceflor, z60.
This order is revoked in favour of Mothaded, 276.

Giamuour defeats Sinam, z2. Difgufted at the Caliph’s

avarice, he caufes a revolt in Chorafan, ibid. Heis des .

feated by Mahomet, and forced to fly, 23.
H.

ADI appointed to fucceed his father, 44. He is pto-
claimed Caliph, 47. Difperfes Houfain’s faction, 48.
Deftroys the Zendians, 49. Defigns to appoint his fon td
fucceed him to the prejudice of Haroun, 0. Commands
Harthamath to kill Haroun and Jahia, g1, His Behaviour
to his mother, 5z. His Death, ibid.
‘Harpar esxy Kaous. See Affchin.
_Hakem, why he was farnamed Burkai, 35. See Burkai,
.Hamapam, in what manner he gained the Caliph’s difples-
fure, 284. He goes to court, and fwears allegiance to
him, ibis. *
"HamarowiaH, eldeft fon of Ahmet, fucceeds him, 272.
He affumes the title of Sultan, 282. Sends an embafly to
the Caliph, and offers his daughter in marriage to his fon,
ibid. Ketrolnada fetsout to marry the Caliph, 283. Ha-
marowiah is affaffinated, 285. - ) ' .
Haroun aL Rasuip, (the fame that is called by Fren
writers Aaron Rafij, and whom they mention to be’ king
of Perfia) the fon of Mahadi, gains many advantages over
" the Greeks, 34. His father’s fondnefs for him, 44. His
father would abdicate the crown in his favour, but he will
not confent to it, ibid. How he efcapes Hadi’s cruelty,
52. He comes to the crown, 6. Obliges the Greeks to
renew the truce with the Muffulmen, 8. Caufes the arts
and fciences to flourith in his dominions, ibid. His love for
juftice gains him the furname of Al-Rafhid, Go. He fends
out Fadhell to quell Jahia’s revolt, 61. Solemnly promifes
Jahia to make no attempt on his life or liberty,g;. Gives
him a gracious reception, 64. Caufes him to be affaffi
nated, 65. Performs the pilgrimage to Mecca on foot,
66. Continues to protect the learned, ibid. Obligations
hehas to Jahia, 68. His love to Giaffer and Abaflah, y0.
Bb 2 Condition
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Condition on which he confents to their marriage, 21.
Enraged at their breach of the condition, he puts ibaé.h
to death, and exterminates the Barmecidz, 74. He firives
to abolith the remembrance of them, 77. Caufes Mondir
to be apprehended, 78. . Moved at his words, he fets him
at liberty, 79. Gives him a t, 80. Partition he
takes of his territories amongft his children, 82. Pro-
longs the truce with the Greeks, and goes to Jerufalem,
84. He anfwers the bravado of Nicephorus, 85. Attacks
* the Greeks by land and fea, ibid. Obtains a viftory over
them, and confents to a peace, 86, Forces them again to
fue for peace, 87. Goesinto Perfia, and quells the dittur-
bances raifed by the Zendians, ibid. Grows.melan-
choly on a dream, which he looks on as a prefage of his
approaching end, 88. Preparts to put an end to 2
revolt of the city of Samarcand, 8¢9. His death, g1,

Friendthip with Charlemain, ibid. His Chara8er, 9’&;
tribute

" Haroux fucceeds Geifch, 287. He confents to pay

to the Caliphs, ibid.
Haroux e8n CHEMARAWAID, laft prince of the Tholonites,
is befieged in Mefrah, where he is killed, 314.

“HartraMaTH being commanded by the Caliph to kill Ha.

roun and Jahia, refufes to obey, 1. Manner in which he
relates that fad, and slfo the Caliph’s death, 53. He
commands one of Mamon’s armies, 104. Joins y

" and takes Hamadan, ibid. 'Treats with Amin, 107. A-
greement made between him and Thaher on that account,
108,

¥Hasan sen Yezin, of the houfe of Ali, is proclaimed Ca-
liph in Tabereftan, 232.

Horrgmi, what the word fignifies, 165. See Babek,
Hosein, fon of Ali, his tomb is defiroyed, 195.
Hossats Harrace, a contemplative Muffulman, his hiftory,

343- N
Ho:s,u« kills the vizir, and affumes his place, 319. He

caufes Abdallah to be proclaimed Caliph inftead of Mo&a-
der, 320. Caufes Mefopotamia to revolt in his favour,
321, Is betrayed by his troops, who give him up to Mo~
nas, and he i- put in prifon, 322.

Mousaln, a defcendant of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph at Me-

is
dina, 48. He takes Mecca, ibnf His party is defpetfed,

. and he is beheaded, ibid.
Hussain, general of the Karmathians, gains feveral victories,.

312. Helofes a battle, in which he is made prifoner and
given up to the Caliph, who puts him to death, 313.

2 L
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[Acouw ean Lerrz, feizes Sejeftan, 259. He eftablithes
himfelf in Chorafan in the room of the Thaherians, 29,

Declares war againft the Caliph, 261. Lofes a battle, ibid.

Hisdeath, 262. :

Jauia, Hadi’s vizir, his arguments to diffuade Hadi. from

-;gpointing Giaffer to be his fucceffor, 5o. - He becomes .
- Hateun's favourite, 56. Obtains ‘the Cnliph'c rmiflion
for the marriage between his fon and the princefs of Cho-
“-zater) ibid. Seevice he had done the Caliph, 68. Advice
- he gave to his children, 69. He refigns the poft.of vizir,
70.  Shares in the difgrace of Giaffer, 74. His noble con.
ftancy under his mi nes, ibid. He is killed, 77.

JAn1a, adefcendant of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph, 61, Confents
to a negociation, ibid. Informs Fadhell of his inclinations
to peace, 62, Upon the Caliph’s promife he makes his
efcape from Georgia, 63 Goes to court, where he is
graciouily received, 64. Is a!ﬁﬂ'mated;off.

-Jania Bex Omar, 2n Aljan prince, is aimed Caliph at

. Cufsh, 231. ~Helofes a battle, in which he is killed, 232

Janis, a lawyer, from whom Csher extorts a large fum of

. BIOREYs 357, Lo .

Iszanim, great grandfon of Ali, ftrives to deprive Almanzor
of the Caliphate, 28. )

Isranrm BN Manapt is proclaimed Caliph, when Mamon
was depofed, 119. He is depoled, 122. Conceals hime
felf, 123. Is di(govered and brought to the Caliph ; whit

. he fays to him, 142. Remains with the Caliph as a com.
pagion, 143. : '

Jews, montifying conditions impofed on them by Motawakel,
200.

Joskps EBN IBrAHIM lofes a battle againft the Karmathians,
316, Is defeated 3 fecond time, 329.

Joseru 3y MonaMueDp is appointed governor of feveral
provinces, 197. Jskilled in an a&ion, ibid.

Irgne makes peace with the Muffulmen, by confenting to

ay them tribute, 35. She is obliged to renew the trace

- with them, §8. She js depofed, 84.

IsumaEeL, fon of Ahmet, firft prince of the Dynafty of the
Samanikes, deflroys the Soffarites, 307 ,
Issa, (Ali-ben) is fent oattz the Cahph againft Mamon, 100.
&lis poefumption proves fatal to him, 101. He is killed,

2 .

102.
Jvs, bifhop of Antiogh, czowns Thomas emperor, 132. £
Bb s
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K.

ARMATHIANS, commencement of that fe&, 290, 292
Theijr expedition. See Abu Said Habah, Zacarwiah,
Houflain, Zecroune, Abu Said, Abu Thaher.
KarMats, his origin, 291. Doétrine, ibid. Adventures,
293. :
KI'I?ISOLNADA, daughter of Hamarowiah, is propofed as a
wife for the fon of Mothaded, 282. Rejoicings on ac-
account of her marriage with the Caliph, 285.
Korax, a queftion which arofe whether that book was creat~
ed or uncreated, 152, ndte, 183. .
KosTa esN Luca, a learned Arabian, 278.
KouTer, Amin’s favourite, 103, 105.

L.

Aobicea deftroyed by an earthquake, zos.
Lerrz, chief of the Dynafty of the Soffarites, - his ori-
gin, 258,

Leo, the Armenian, is affaffinated, 130.

Leo, driven from the fee of Theflalonica, is invited to Ma-
mon’s court, 145. He is treated with great diftin&tion by
Michael the fecond, 146. Carries on a literary correfpon-

" dence with Mameon, ibid, .

M.
Aax, an officer of the Ommiyan party, how he ob~
tains his pardon, 26. . :
AHap1, or Almohdi, accompanies the Caliph his father
in a pilgrimage to Mecca, 30. Advice which his father
gives ﬁim, 31. He is proclaimed Cali&h, 33. Quells fome
enthufiafts, ibid. His generofity, 34. He forces the Greeks
to fue for peace, ibid. Performs the c*)ilgrimage to Mecca
with great pomp, 39. Repairs and adorns the Mofques of
Mecca and Medina, 40. Several inftances of his mildnefs
and love of juftice, 41. His death, 43. His funeral is very
private, 44. In what manner he difcovered himfelf to a
perfon of whem he afked fomething to refreth him, 46.
MasoMET EBN Asuar is fent out againft Giamhour, and
- defeats him, 23.

‘Manaqumer, a defcendant of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph at Cu-

. fah, 117, He retires, 125. ) )
Mawmonw, fon of Haroun, territories given him by his father
for his portion, 83. His condu& upon the firft fteps taken
by Fadel againft Lim, g6. He comés to an epen rupture
with the Caliph, 99. Appoints Thaher general of the
1 troops
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* -rdops he fent out againt the Caliph, 100. . Is proclaimed
- Caliph, 103. - Sets two armies on foot to fupport his mea-
+ fures, 104. His troops mutiny for want of pay, 106. He
- facceeds to the crown on the death of his brother, 112.
- - How he rewarded Thaher for his fervices, 113. He clofely
. follows his ftudies, and leaves the government to his vizir,
- 114. Protefts the ‘Alians, 115. Openly declares for the
. Alians, and affociates Rizza in the empire, 117. Which
caufes"difcontent, 118. Mamon is depofed, 119. He re-
{olves ‘to-punifh the mhabitants of Bagdat for their revolt,
- ibid. :Honours he pays to the memory of Rizza after his
death, 121. The people of Bagdat fubmit, and are par-
.doned, 122, He carefully cultivates the arts and {ciences,
126, Grants troops to Thomas to make war on the
Greeks, 128. Caufés many ancient authors to be tran-
Alated into Arabick, 140. Generofity in refpett to Ibra-
. bim, 141. Studies the mathematicks with great applica-
tiori, .144. Invites 2 philofopher named Leo to his court,
145, He carries on a literary correfpondence with Leo,
146. Letter which he wrote to the emperor for his con-
fent that Leo might go to Bagdat, 147. He makes war
on the Greeks, ibid. Opens a treafure buried by Merwan
.the fecond, f49. Continues the war with the Greeks,
150. Several {e&s arife, 151. Declares for the Motazeli,
. 15z, Which caufes murmarings, 153. He favours the
Chriftians, 154. Gains f{everal advantages over the Gre-
cian troops, 156. Circumftances of his death, ibid. His
;" eulogium, 158. The place of his burial, 159.
Manzor Haciani, Mahadi’s vizir, his difintereftednefs, 3g.
Mgsrour, Haroun’s favourite flave; go.
Mirwan, the fecond Caliph, inftances of his voracioufnefs,
150. .
Mu?l-uuu., how he attains the empire of the Eaft, 129. He
- becomes odious to his fubjetts, 130. He lofes a battle
againft Thomas, 132. Burns the fleet of the Saracens, 135,
Is aflifted by the king of . the Bulgarians, 136. Storms the
- camp of the Saracens; 137.. Gets Thomas into his hands,
- and caufes his head to be cut off, 138. Motives that in-
. " dace him to maintain peace with Mamon, ibid.
Micaagw the Stammerer refufes to permit Leo to go to Ma-
mon’s court, 145, 147. Heis fucceeded by Theophilus, 148.
MocLAcH, vizir to MoQader and alfo to Caher, has his right
hand cut off by order of the latter, 352. - He joins in 2
. plot againft Caher, ibid. Makes his efcape on a fufpicion
1t was difcoveted, 354. -He forms a new confpiracy againft

.

- ‘Caher, ﬁ ' .
Micuaet the Drupkard becomes emperor, 177 -
| : Bb 4 Moc-
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Moctaper Tuccoeds Moktaphi, 318. He is dethfoned, and
retires to the houfe of Munas, z:lo Is. reftored to the
;_hmne,ibid. Iﬁcwlm mi:: A Fx:ginsulmﬂm
&, 340. No tion ives to the Co: .
Mem‘gaﬁidon. ;::P Treaty mndndum
peror, 334. He rejolts the terms offered by Abu Thaher,
337. Sends an army againft him, 329. Is forced to
abdicate the Caliphate, g30. It ored, 338.. His ge-
nerofity in refpe® , ibid. He fendi Abu Sage
againft the Karmathians, 334. Canfes Caher to:be appre-
hended, 337. Heis , 339. Differant accounts
which hifiorians give of the death of that Caliph, .340..
Monamuep, or ManoMET, greast grandfon of i,-taket'up
arms againft Almaazor, 38. :
Monasmuzp e8x Aspartan, Thalier’s grandfon, puts'an
end to Jahia’s revolt, 231. - He is made governor of Bug-
dat, and confirmed in the fovereignty of Chorafan, 236.
Gives a rough anfwer to theTurkith deputies, ibid. Makes
his peace with Motaz, 238. Isconfirmed in his fovereigaty,
240. Is dethroned by Jaconb, 259. ,
Monammen, the fon of Bugs,isjomed in the command with
s.ledo 24»6- . '
Monamuzo Casszw, focceeds Hafan in Tabareflan, 233,
Monamusp, the fon of Zeid, is proclaimed Cah&hhin Cho-
rafan, 306. He is defeated, and fent o the Caliph Mo-
thaded, ‘ibid. : -
Monauuzp, the fon of Mothadi, his death, 319. = -
MoxTaprH: fucceeds Mothaded his father, gog. He fends
forces againft the Karmathians, 312. Marches aguinft
them in perfon, and cuts them in pieces, $¥3. Reduces
mt and Syria to their former obedience, 315. His
death, 317

317, ,
Moxbpir praifes the Barmecide notwithftanding the Caliph’s
prohibition, 78. Heis apprehended, ibid. His fpeech to the
Caliph, ibid. He is fet at liberty, and receives a prefent, 80.
Moxrasser, fon of Motawakel, what was given him for.an
m, 195. Heis ill-treated by his father, 201. Con-
ts, to his father’s aflaffination, 211. Unheard of cruelty
he fhews towards his father, 213. He is proclximed Caliph,
217. Is compelied to oblige his two brothers to renounce
. the Caliphate, 221. Great uneafinefs he feels in refle@in
on his parricide, 223, His death, 236.. Charafter, ibid.
Generofity to.one of the officers of his couit, 227.
MosTain is proclaimed Caliph, 230. Sends oyt Mohammed
- cbn Abdaliah to (ubdue the rebels headed by Jahia, 233.
Preference he gives to Waflif, ibid. He caufes Bagher to be
apprehended, and puts him to deaih, 234. Flics witthﬁﬁf
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. &f and Buga to Begdat, 235. Is betrayed by Mohammed,
236. Is ﬁ:pofed, ibid. ?Is abandoned by his Turkith
f&ds. 238. Is compelled to abdicate the throne, 239..°

. Is kilded, 3hid.

Motamap, fon of Motawakel, attains the Caliphate, 255.
His charatter, ibid. He fixes his refidence at 260,
Granes ta the Soffarites full pofieffion of the provimces they
bad feized, 262. Caufes curles to be denounced againit
Abmet, 264. Craves his afiftance againft Muaffek, 265,
Is reconciled to his bmlw,’lf&g. ﬁlamﬂd between that

- Caliph and Muaffek, 273, They ohlige him to int
Mothaded to be his fucceffor, to the pl%?ndice of l:ﬁp::n

. fon, 2y6. His death and charaéter, 277... . - :
oTAssEM, fhare he had in his fa.thc:;’:;I territories, 83. Is

‘ ived of his portion, g8, His youth prevents him from.
g:gg -raifed noP‘:hte throne upon the depofing of Mamon,
9. Commands part of Mamon's army againft the Greeks,
148. Is appointed by his brother to fucceed him, 157, Is

. proclaimed Caliph, 161. Why he quits. Bagdat, 162,

. imfes a militia of yonng Turks, ibid. Founds the city

. of Samarath, 163. Sends Affchin toqnell a revolt in Per-
fia, 166. Puts the ringleader of it to death, 171. .Gains
aviGtory over the Greeks, 192. Is iuformed 0]! plotlaid
to dethrone him, ibid. How he prevents it, 173. He
has a dream, by which he is acquainted with the ravages

. committed by Greeks, 175. Takes Zabatra by af-

. cefm ibid. Burmkne%mmmd . t“l: athes, 176. Iéis farther fuc-

5, 177. Sic and death, 1{8, 179. Great firength,

‘ .72. Atmhmcmmthe M "-ibgg- Chl!afh, ‘ggo-
Why he was furnamed Motthamen, or the Eighth, 181.

Morawaxei attains the Caliphate, 191. His charalter, 192.

- Cruelty, 194. Hefettles the Caliphate on his three fons, 195.

" Edifts he iffues out agninft the Alians, ibid. His dreaman
that account, 196. he gives to Jofeph, which caufes

- & revolt in Armenia,197. He fends out the Turks againft
the rebels, ibid. Beftows ill treatment.on the Jews and Chrif-
tians, 200. Odd diverfions he was fond of, 201. His con~

. dué& in regard to one of his fons, ibid. He entertains a ful-
picion of a confpiracy, 202. To fruftrate it he invites fe-
veral of the nobility to an entertainment, and caufes them

. allto be murdered, 203. Prodigies that happened during
his reign, z05. He goes to refide at Damafcus, 206. Re-
tumns t;l Samarath, 207. Conferenocd l:x:hdrwithbh(i‘s vizir,
208, He ints Bagher to i on, ibid. An-
gers the ge:pai’a?:f the Turks,x::rg. Inz;:ion he makes
on the territories of the Greeks, ibid. A Confpiracy is
formed againft him, z10. He is aflaflinated, 212. Ho:lvi‘}nis

e po-
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"difpofition was fpoiled, 214. Inftance of his moderatien,

215. . .

'Mo'_riz, the. fon of Motawakel, his appenhage, of which he
receives the invefliture, 195. Endeavours he ufes to main-
tain his right to the-crown, 230. He is'placed on the throne
inftead of Moftain, z37. Puts Moitain to death, 239.
Confirms Mohammed in his fovereignty, z40. His vazir
diffuades him from ‘the defign of breaking the Turkifh

. corps, 241. He advances W:ﬂ, ibid. . Caufes his brother
Mouiad to be put to death, z42. Caufes Buga’s head to
becqtb t_)g, 245. Is killed by the Turks, 247. His charac-
ter, ibid. . : 1

MorazeLy, a {e& amongft the Muffulmen, their dolrine,
152, 183. ’ ..

Moiiums?), fon of Muaffek, marcheswith his father againft
the Zinghians, 268. Is inftrued in frate .affairs by his.
father, 275. He fucceeds him in his pofis, 276. Compels
the Caliph to appoint-him his fucceffor, ibid. Attains the

. aown, 279. -Why he favoured. the Alians, 280, 30z.
He contraits a marriage with Ketrolnada, 283. Difperfes
a party of Curdes and Arabians who had made incurfions,
ibid. Seizes Mardin, and razes it, 284. Reception he
gives toKetrolnada, 285. He compels.the Sultan of Egypt

to pay a tribute, 287. Extraordinary dream the Caliph

ha&ia 288. He fendsforth an army againft the Karmathians,
295. Refolves to leave them undifturbed, 297. Meafures
he takes to oppofe their incurfions, 299. His death, .300.
Chara&ter, jo1. - s

MoTHaps, fon of Wathek, 190, A party is formed toplace
him on the throne,191. Heis placed thereon by the Tutks,

. 249. Meafures he .takes to reform many errors that hiad

. crept into the ‘government, ibid. His veneration for the

. Koran, 251. Heforces Cahibah to difkclofe her treafure, and

. deprives her of it, ibid. His difintereftednefs, 252. .He

. punithes a Turkith officer, which occafions a revolt of the
Turks, ibid. Is killed, 254. His Eulogium, ibid. .

Mowaiap, or Mutap, fon of Motawakel, receives from his
father Syria Damafcena, foran.appennage, 195. Hisdea

- 242. . .

Muarrek, brother of Motaz, commands his troops againft

. Moftain, 237. Informs Motaz of Mohammed’s propofals,
239. Is intrufted with the government of the ftate under

. Motamed, 256. Deprives ‘the Turkith foldiery of all

- power, 256, 262. His expedition againft the Zinghians,
257. Hedefeats Jacoub in a battle, 261. Why the Caliph

- was jealous of him, 265. He deflroys the Zinghians, 268.
Surname given to him, 269. Heisfeized with the gout, zl'_;lz.

is
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His good-natur’d behaviour to his flaves, 274. His death,

275.

MUNSAS gives fhelter to the Caliph Mo&ader, 3z0. Re-
places him on the throite, ibid- Pats anend to Hoffain’s
revolt, 322.- Is appointed t0 attend -the Greek ambafla- .

» dors to the frontiers, .324. .- Setzes the perfan of the Ca-.
liph, 331. Forces him to refign the Caliphate, and caufes

- Cdher to be proclaitied, 332. Flies'from Bagdat, 333.-
Forms a confpiracy againft the Caliph in behalf of Caher,

- 338. Joinsin a plot to depofe Caher; 3¢2. . The Caliph:
fends for him to court, and orders the .Saids to apprehend
him, 355. -His head is cut off, 356, - :

Musa, fon of Buga, his death, 261.

N,

[AssE-LepINILLAH, what that name fignifies, 269. .
NicerHorus afcends the throne of Conftantinople,
.and prolongs the truce with the Muflulmen, 84. - Makes,
. am irruption into -their territories, ibid. Sends fwords to
the Caliph, ibid. Is defeated and forced to fubmit to pay
a tribute, 86. Renews his ravages, and is obliged to’
make a peace on difadvantageous conditions, 87.

0.

Bcar, Ahmet’s chancellor, caufe of his. difgrace, 267.
OBEIDALLAH EBN SOLIMAN, vizirto Mothaded, dif-
fuades him from denouncing curfes againft Meawiyah, 281..
OpservaToRY built by Mamon, 128. '
Ouar EBN ABDOLAZIZ, the only Ommiyan Caliph whofe
corps was not dug out-of the grave by the Abaffians, .
OMmMivANs are exterminated, one only efcapes the C,
and founds a Dynafty in Spain, 4.

R.

Arnius esx Liy canfes a revilt in $amarcand, 89. +
R RaTexk, Moktader’s vizir, commands the troops againft
Hoffain, and is defeated, 321. :

RaveNDIANS, origin of that fe®, and jty doflrine, 24. Dift
turbances it raifes at the Caliph’s court, z5. . ;
Rizza is-invited . to'Mamon’s court, and meets with a gra~

cious. reception from him, 115. Efpoufes the-Calipl’s
daughter, dnd - is affociated with.bim in. the empire, 217,
. 1s poifoned, .120. - o -
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SAmu., his condu in refpeét to Babek, 170.

8a1p, Motaz’s vizir, puts Moftain to death, 239.

Saip, chief of the Karmathians during the minority of Abw
Thaher, 3z5. : :

Sa1p, dlcfamgly of Said defend the Caliph Caher againft the
plot formed to dethrone him, 354. '

SaLED, fon of Waflif, is cle@ed by the Turks to be. their

. oo : .

éALB!, lieunex’mnt-g.overnotof Damaicus, is defeated by the

Karmathians, 316, .
SaLMmana raIH, Motaffem’s glzﬁcian. 178,
SamaniTes, their origin, 3 They feize Chorafan and
the other territories of the Soffarites, ibid.

Samaratn, foundation of that city by Mowdem, 163. I¢

. no lomger the Caliph’s fee, 260.
Sanacens of Africa, independant on the Caliph of Bapdat,
+ make an irraption on the coafts of Greece, and feize the
sciﬂeaof Crete and Sicily, 1 3&‘ ‘They feine Meflina, 186.
nerx Karar, aftion by which ke pains the Caliph's good
will, 304. How he obliges a nob&anto pay a debt he
owed to a tradefman of Bagdat, jos.
Sima, chief of the Turkith troops, joins in 2 plot againft Ca-
her,358.
Sisan, governor of Aleppo, i purfued and killed by Ahmet,
- 268, A .
Suugu'n'fu avevolt in Chorafan, and is defeated, 21.
Sinors dethrones Chofroés his father, 226, mote, - :
SorrariTes, why @ called, 253; note. ‘The end of their
Dynafly, which is replaced by iocs, 306.
Souraea seccives Abdofiah bis brocher in Beiwed 1.

T.

.. \‘\
Acrasny, fon of Bankial, puts himfelf at the head of
the Turks to force an entrance into the Caliph’s pa-

263, -

TAHAurs?iikovers to Caher the confpi formed againft
h&n,igg. Goes on a meflage to the family of Said from the
Caliph, ibid.

Taxiopin, what he fays in relation o Mamon, 153. ’

Tuaser BN Korza, alearned Arabian, his works, 305+

«JHANER Commands Mamen’s troops z:mﬁ the Caliph’s
army, 100. Sends him the head of the Caliph’s general,

.- 102, Joins Harthamath, and takes Hamadan, 104. T;kes

‘ . Bag

Y 1
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Bagdat, 107. Befieges the place to which Amin had re-
tired, ibid. His jealoufy, becaufe Amin had treated with
Harthamath, 108. He orders that Amin fhould' be flain, 10g.
Is appointed by Mamon hmdita?' lit‘:vttmm' of Chorafan,
113. Performs the ceremony o affociating Rizza to
the empire, 117. Sets up as a fovereign in Chorafan, 124.
His death, 125.

Tnanex, laft prince of the Soffarites, 300.

TrAHERIANS, commencement of their Dynafty in Chorafan,
‘125. ‘That Dynafty deftroyed by the Soffarites, 258.

TueorkiLus becomes emperor of Conﬂantinople, 148. Is
defeated by ‘the Saracens, 156. Makes an iroad on their
territories, 171. His troops are defeated, 172. He makes
« frefh irruptian, 174. His death, 177.

“Tuovovrres, beginnng of their Dynafty, 263, End there-

of, 314. .

Tromas Jeaves, Conftantinaple, and takes fhelter at Ba

" 129. Prevails on the Caliph to declare war againtt the

. Greeks, ibid. ,Obtains a body of troops, 131. Motives
which induced“Thomas to caufe that war, ibid. Succefs
of his expedition, 132. He aflumes the title of emperor,
.ibid. Befieges C tinople, but without fuccefs, 133.
Renews the , 134 like to be betrayed by fome
deferters, ibid. His fleet is burned, 135. Heis defeated b
the Bulgarians, 136, His camp is flormed, 137. Hez
abandoned by the Muffulmen, and given up to the empe-
ror, who puts him to death, ibid.

Turxs, Motaflem raifes a body of Turks, who commit great
difarders in Bagdat, 162. They caufe Motawakel to be

acknowledged Caliph, 191. They murmur for want of .

, 207. 'Th ume a right of proclaiming the Ca-~
h, 2177. Mcxzres they ukeg to maintain it, zlgg. They
compel Montaffer to prevail on his two brothers to renounce
the E:liplute, 221. They give the Catiphate to Mottain,
230. Th?' raife a fedition, 233. They dethrone Mof-
tain, and fet up Motaz in his ftead, 237. They revolt,
243. 'They ﬂn{,Motaz, 247. They chufe Mothadi to be
Caliph, z49. Violence they commit againft that Caliph,
253. 'They give the Caliphate to Motamed,- 255. Igc-
firution of their power, 2¢6. - -
Turks, their irruption inh:%/kwmlmhar, where they are
cut in pieces, 314. -

Ww.
AL1p-AL-MAGREBI defeats the revolted Turks, 245.
Wassir, commander of the Turkifh corps calls a
council of the grandees, and prevails on them to givec the
ali-
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Caliphate to Motawakel, ,191. Is difcontented with the
Caliph, zog. Forms a de ign, together with Montaffer,

of affafinating him, 210. Hisquarrel with Bagher, 233.
He flies to Bagdat, 235. Motaz confers great employments

on him, 241, He s killed, 242.

WaTHex, fon_of Motaﬁ'cm, is proclaimed Cahph, 182

Declares in favourof the Motazeli, 183.. Is informed of a
ot againft him, 184. Punifhes the nnglcader of it, 18g.

ﬁlakcs an exchange of prifoners, 186. Extraordinary

manner in which he is cured of the dropfy, 188. His

death, 189. Eulogium, 1go.
Z.

Acarwian becomes - chief of the Karmathians, 3oo.
Makes an irruption into Syria, 312, Lofesa battle,
which he is killed, ibid
‘Zarac, commander of 'the palace guard, joins in a conﬁu—
racy againft Caher, 352.

Zecroung, chief of the Karmathians,  beats the Cahph’

troops, and plunders many towns in Syria, 315. Is de-
feated by Jofeph, 316. Plunders a caravan, ibid. Is taken
prifoner in a fight, and dies of a wound he received in the
attion, 3%

© Zemzem (t ge well of) is polluted by the Karmathians, 333.

Zlmnuus, known b y the name of the Albigenfes, theirdoc-
trine, 49. They are difperfed, ibid. They ‘caufe troubles
in Perfia, 87.

" ZiapaT ALLAH, laft iprmce of the Aglabites, 349.

ZincHiaNs, a new fe& that arofe amongft the Muffulmen,
256. Fix themfelves in the country of Baforah and
Cufah, 257. Defeat the Caliph's troops, ibid. Enter
into a treaty, 258. Are deftroyed, z69.

: Zoz, guardian of Conftantine Porphyrogenetes; 322.

EnD of the TuIRD VOLUME.
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