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PREFACE.

——

Ix the summer of the year 1850, during the course of an inquiry
in which he was engaged on the subject of *“ LABOUR AND THE
Poogr,” the author of this volume had occasion to direct his par-’
ticular attention to the amount of Emigration from the port of
Liverpool. While pursuing his researches, he learned that, in-
dependently of the general emigration of English and Irish,
amounting, during the fine season, to néarly 20,000 persons per
month, there was a peculiar, but smaller stream of emigration,
carried on in behalf of the religious sect known by the name of
the * Mormons,” or ‘ Latter-Day Saints.” He was informed
that many years ago these people had established an Emigra-
tional Agency in Liverpool, having ramifications in all parts of
England, Wales, and Scotland, and that the number of Mormon
emigrants sailing from that port to New Orleans, on their way to
the Great Salt Lake Valley, in California, during the year 1849,
had been no less than 2,500, chiefly consisting of farmers and
mechanics of a superior class, from Wales, Lancashire, Yorkshire,
Staffordshire, and the southern counties of Scotland; and that
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since 1840 the totel emigration of the sect from great Britain had
amounted to between 13,000 and 14,000 persons. He was led,
in consequence, to devote his attention to the history of the origin
and progress of this singular sect, of which comparatively little
was known. The results of his investigations were published in
the Morning Chronicle a short time afterwards, in three letters
of the well-known series undertaken by that Journal. The sub-
ject, however, was too interesting, important, and extensive to
be thoroughly handled in the limited space at the disposal of a
newspaper, and the writer was, in consequence, induced—hav-
ing received, in the meantime, a large accession of new, valuable,
and authentic materials—to extend these slight sketches into
the volume now offered to the public. It presents the history
of Joseph Smith, a great impostor, or a great visionary,—perhaps
both—but in either case one of the most remarkable persons who
has appeared on the stage of the world in modern times. The
author has endeavoured to disencumber the conflicting accounts
of his disciples on the one hand, and of his enemies on the other,
of all exaggeration for him, or against him, and to state with
fairness what appeared to him to be the truth. As far as he is
aware, it is the first time that anything which can be called a
history of this new religion and its founder has been offered to
the public, either in this country, or in the cradle of the Mor-
mons—the United States of America.

With respect to the Illustrations of this Volume, it may be
stated, that embracing, as they do, views of remote places not

Litherto pourtrayced, and representations of events in a wild and




PREFACE. vij

very partially settled country, they have, nevertheless, been
derived from authentic sources, having been drawn from the
rude sketches, or minute descriptions, of persons to whom the
spots were familiar, and who were, in many cases, eye-witnesses
of the incidents depicted. Such Portraits of the leading Mor-
mons as it has been possible to procure, are from the pencil of a
Mormon artist, and other subjects have been copied from prints

published under the sanction of the sect.

‘

LoNpoN, June 1851.
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BirTH AND PARENTAGK OF JosEPH Swmitd, THE MorMON ProPHET—HIS ¢ REMARKABLE
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IN the year 1825 there lived, in & small village in the United States
of America, an obscure young man—of little or no education—of no
forture, and of but indifferent character. That obscure young man
had meditated for five years before this time the establishment of a
new religion. In 1830, being then in the twenty-fifth year of his age,
he began to carry his design into effect. In the following year he
became the head of a sect numbering five persons; amongst whom
were included his father and three brothers. In the course of a few

.



16 THE MORMONS.

weeks, the number of his adherents increased to thirty. At the pre-
sent time, the sect so established numbers 300,000 people; has its own
Bible, and zealous missionaries to preach it in every part of the Chris-
tian world, and besides this, inhabits and possesses a fertile and beau-
tiful territory almost as large as England, and aspires to obtain admis-
sion, on equal terms, as a free State, into the great confederation of
American Republics. The name of this young man was Joseph Smith
—of his new Bible, the ¢ Book of Mormon”—of his sect, the “ Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,”—or in the parlance of those not
members of it—The Mormons, or Mormonites; and of the state or ter-
ritory of which they have taken possession, Utah or Deseret, in New
California. The Mormons have thriven amid oppression of the most
“cruel and pertinacious kind ; they have conquered the most astonish-
ing difficulties; they have triumphed over the most vindictive ene-
mies, and over the most unrelenting persecution ; and from the blood
of their martyrs have sprung the courage, the zeal, and the success of
their survivors. They can boast not only an admirable and com-
plete organization, but the possession of worldly wealth, influence,
and power. Their progress within the last seven years has been rapid
to a degree unparalleled in the history of any other sect of religion-
ists. The remarkable career of Joseph Smith, the Prophet of the Mor-
mons, and the story of the rise of the sect which he founded, is one of
the most curious episodes in the modern history of the world. To trace
that history with all its fanaticism, all its zeal, all its genuine and sin-
cere faith, all its folly and all its virtue, and to carry it through all the
touching scenes in the varied and surprising fortunes of the people
who believe in Joseph Smith as the prophet of God, from the day in
which the doctrine was first broached amid the hatred and the derision
of a few, to the present day, when the sect is too powerful and too
sincere to be derided, is the object of the following pages.

To avoid the appearance of unfriendliness towards men who—
whatever the character or views of their former leaders may have been,
or whatever may be thought of their own fanaticism—are carrying on
a great and remarkable work, but little understood, or even heard
of, in this country, beyond the limits of their own body, we shall
whenever it is possible to do so, present their history in the words
of their own writers, appending such statements on the other side
as may be necessary for the exposition of the truth. The following
particulars of the origin of the Book of Mormon, of the early life of
Joseph Smith, and of his first appearance in the character of a man

- divinely inspired—to be the new Moses, or Mahomet of his generation
. —are extracted from the “ Remarkable Visions,” of Mr. Orson Pratt.
* This gentleman was formerly their emigrational agent at Liverpool,
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and styles himself, in the title-page, “ One of the twelve Apostles of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints:”—

% Mr. Joseph Smith, jun.,” says this friendly narrator, “ was born
in the town of Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont, on the 23d December,
1805. When ten years old, his parents, with their family, moved to
Palmyra, New York, in the vicinity of which he resided for about
eleven years, the latter part in the town of Manchester. He was a
farmer by occupation. His advantages for acquiring scientific know-
ledge were exceedingly small, being limited to a slight acquaintance
with two or three of the common branches of learning. He could
read without much difficulty, and write a very imperfect hand, and
had a very limited understanding of the elementary rules of arith-
metic. These were his highest and only attainments, while the rest
of those branches so universally taught in the common schools
throughout the United States were entirely unknown to him. When
somewhere about fourteen or fifteen years old, he began seriously to
reflect upon the necessity of being prepared for a future state of
existence ; but how, or in what way to prepare himself, was a ques-
tion as yet undetermined in his own mind. He perceived that it was
a question of infinite importance, and that the salvation of his soul
depended upon a correct understanding of the same.- He retired to a
secret place in a grove, but a short distanice from his father’s house,
and knelt down and began to call upon the Lord.- At first he was
severely tempted by the powers of darkness, which endeavoured to
overcome him, but he continued to seek for deliverance until darkness
gave way from his mind, and he was enabled to pray in ferveney of
the spirit, and in faith; and while thus pouring out his soul, anxiously
desiring an answer from God, he at length saw a very bright and
glorious light in the heavens above, which at first seemed to be at a
considerable distance. He continued praying, while the light ap-
peared to be gradually descending towards him; and as it drew
nearer it increased in brightness and magnitude, so that by the time
it reached the tops of the trees the whole wilderness around was
illuminated in a most glorious and brilliant manner. He expected to
see the leaves and boughs of the trees consumed as soon as the light
came in contact with them ; but perceiving that it did not produce
that effect, he was encouraged with the hopes of being able to endure
its presence. It continued descending slowly, until it rested upon the
carth, and he was enveloped in the midst of it. When it first caie
upon him, it produced a peculiar sensation throughout his whyle
system ; and immediately his mind was caught away from the natural
objects with which he was surrounded, and he was enwrapped in a
heavenly vision, and saw two glorious personages, who exactly re-

B



18 THE MORMONS. .

sembled each other in their features or likeness. He was informed
that his sins were forgiven. He was also informed upon the subjects
which had for some time previously agitated his mind—namely, that
all the religious denominations were believing in incorrect doctrines,
and consequently that none of them was acknowledged of God as his
church and kingdom. And he was expressly commanded to go not
after them ; and he received a promise that the true doctrine, the ful-
ness of the Gospel, should at some future time be made known to him,
After which the vision withdrew, leaving his mind in a state of calm-
ness and peace indescribable. Some time after having received this
glorious manifestation, being young, he was again entangled in the
vanities of the world, of which he afterwards sincerely and truly
repented.

“ And it pleased God, on the evening of the 21st September, A.D.
1823, to again hear his prayer. It seemed as though the house was,
filled with consuming fire. * This sudden appearance of a light so
bright, as must naturally be expected, occasioned a shock of sensation
visible to the extremities of the body. 1t was, however, followed
by calmness and serenity of mind, and an overwhelming rapture of
joy, that surpassed understanding, and, in a moment, a Personage
stood before him. .

“ Notwithstanding the” brightness of the light which previously
illuminated the room, yet there seemed to be an additional glory sur-
rounding or accompanying this Personage, which shone with an
increased degree of brilliancy, of which he wasin the midst, and though
his countenance was as lightning, yet it was of a pleasing, innocent,
and glorious appearance, so much so, that every fear was bahished
from his heart, and nothing but calmness pervaded his soul.

“The stature of this Personage was a little above the common size
- of men in his age ; his garment was perfectly white, and had the ap-
pearance of being without seam.

¢ This glonous being declared himself to be an angel of God, sent
forth by commandment to communicate to him that his sins were
' forgiven, and that his prayers were heard; and also to bring the
joyful tidings that the covenant which God made with ancient Israel
concerning their posterity was at hand to be fulfilled : that the great
preparatory work for the second coming of the Messiah wus speedily
to commence ; that the time was at hand for the gospel, in its ful-
ness, to be pretwhed in power unto all naticns, that a people mlght
be prepared with faith and righteousness for the Millennial reign of
universal peace and joy.

“He was informed that he was called and chosen to be an instru-
ment in the hands of God, to bring about some of his marvellous pur-

A}



VISIONS OF JOSEPH SMITH. 19

poses in this glorious dispensation. It was also made manifest to him
that the ¢ American Indians’ were a remnant of Israel; that when they
first emigrated to America they were an enlightened people, possessing
a knowledge of the true God, enjoying his favour and peculiar bless-
ings from his hand ; that the prophets and inspired writers among
them were required to keep a sacred history of the most important
events transpiring among them, which history was handed down for
many generations, till at length they fell into great wickedness, The
greatest part of them were destroyed, and the records were safely de-
posited, to preserve them from the hands of the wicked, who sought
to destroy them. He was informed that these records contained many
sacred revelations pertaining to the Gospel of the kingdom, as well as
_prophecies relating to the great events of the last days; and that to
fulfil his promises to the ancients, who wrote the records, and to ac-
complish his purposes in the restitution of their children, they were
to come forth to the knowledge of the people. If faithful, he was to
be the instrument who should be thus highly favoured in bringing
these sacred writings before the world. After giving him many in-
structions concerning things past and to come, he disappeared, and
the light and glory of God withdrew, leaving his mind in perfect
peace, while a calniness and serenity indescribable pervaded his
soul. But before morning thg vision was twice renewed, instructing
him further and still further concerning the great work of God about
to be performed on the earth. In the morning he went out to his
labour as usual, but soon the vision was renewed—the angel again
appeared, and having been informed, by the previous visions of the
night, concerning the place where those records were deposited, he
was instructed to go immediately and view them.

s Accordingly he repaired to the plage, a brief description of which
shall be given in the words of a gentleman named Oliver Cowdery,
who has visited the spot:—

“ ¢ As you pass on the mail-road from Palmyra, Mayne county, to
Canandigua, Ontario county, New York, before arriving at the little
village of Manchester, say from three to four, or about four miles from
Palmyra, you pass a large hill'on the east side of the road.

«¢ It was at the second-mentioned place where the record was found
to be deposited, on the west side of the hill, not far from the top, down
its side; and when myself visited the spot in the year 1830 there were
several trees standing—enough to cause a shade in summer, but not
so much as to prevent the surface being covered with grass—which
was also the case when the record was first found.

“¢How far below the surface these records were placed I am un-
able to say, but from the fact that they had been some fourtcen hun-

B2
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dred years buried, and that, too, on the side of a hill so steep, one is
ready to conclude that they were some fect below, as the earth would
naturally wear, more or less, in that length of time, But being placed
towards the top of the hill, the ground would not remove as much as
two-thirds, perhaps. Another circumstance would prevent another
wearing of the earth —in all probability, as soon as timber had time
to grow, the hill was covered, and the roots of the same would hold
the surface.

“¢However, on this point I shall leave every man to draw his own
conclusion, and form his own speculation : but, suffice to say, a hole of
sufficient depth was dag. At the bottom of this laid a stone of suit-
able size, the upper surface being smooth. At each edge was placed
a large quantity of cement, and into this cement, at the four edges of
this stone were placed erect four others, their bottom edges resting in
the cement at the outer edges of the first stone. The four last named
when placed erect, formed a box; the corners, or where the edges of
the four came in contact, were also cemented so firmly that the mois-
ture from without was prevented from entering. It is to be observed
also thdt'the inner surfaces of the four erect or side stonmes were
smooth. This box was sufficiently large to admit a breastplate such
as was used by the ancients to defend the chest from the arrows and
weapons of their enemy. From the boftom of the box, or from the
breastplate, arose three small pillars, composed of the same description
of cement used on the edges; and upon these three pillars were placed
the records. ¢ This box containing the records was covered with ano-
ther stone, the bottom surface being flat, and the upper crowning.’

“ When it was first visited by Mr. Smith, on the morning of the
22nd of September, 1823, ‘a part of the crowning stone was visible
above the surface, while the edges were concealed by the soil and
grass.” From which circumstance it may be seen ‘that, however detp
this box might have been placed at first, the time had been sufficient
to wear the earth, so that it was easily discovered, when once directed,
and yet not enough to make a perceivable difference to the passer-by.’
¢ After arriving at the repository, a little exertion in removing the soil
from the edges of the top of the box, and a light lever, brought to his
natural vision its contents” While viewing and contemplating this
sacred treasure, with wonder and astonishment—behold ! the angel
of the Lord, who had previously visited him, again stood in hispresence,
and his soul was again enlightened as it was the evening before, and
he was filled with the Holy Spirit, and the heavens were opened, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about and rested upon him. "While
he thus stood gazing and admiring the angel said, ‘Look!” And, as
he thus spake, he beheld the Prince of Darkness, surrounded by his
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innumerable train of associates. All this passed before him, and the
_heavenly messenger said, ‘All this is shown, the good and the evil,
the holy and impure, the glory of God and the power of darkness, that
you may know hereafter the two powers, and never be influenced or
overcome by the wicked one. You cannot at this time obtain this re-
cord, for the commandment of God is strict, and if ever these sacred
things are obtained, they must be by prayer and faithfulness in obey-
ing the Lord. They are not deposited here for the sake of accumu-
lating gain and wealth for the glory of this world ; they were sealed -
by the prayer of faith,.and because of the knowledge which they con-

tain ; they are of no worth among the children of men only for their
knowledge. In them is contained the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus -
Christ, as it was given to his people on this land ; and when it shall
be brought forth by the power of God, it shall be carried to the Gen-
tiles, of whom many will receive it, and after will the seed of Israel
be brought into the field of their Redeemer by obeying it also.

“ During the period of the four following years, he frequently re-
ceived instruction from the mouth of the heavenly messenger. And
on the morning of the 22nd of September, 4.D., 1827, the angel of the
Lcrd delivered the records into his hands.

“ These records were engraved on plates, which had the appear-
ance of gold. Each plate was not far from seven by eight inches in
width and length, being not quite as thick as common tin. They were
filled on both sides with engravingsin Egyptian characters, and bound
together in a volume as the leaves of a book, and fastened.at one edge
with three rings running through the whole. This volume was some-
thing near six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed.
The characters or letters upon the unsealed part were small and beau-
tifully engraved. The whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity
in its construction, as well "as much skill in the art of engraving.
With the records was found ‘a curious instrument, called by the
ancients the Urim and Thummim, which consisted of two transparent
stones, clear as crystal, set in the two rims of a bow. This was in
use in ancient times, by persons called seers. 1t was an instrument
by the use of which they received revelation of things distant, or of
things past or future.’

« Having provided himself with a home, he commenced translating
the record, by the gift and power of God, through the means of the
Urim and Thummim ; and being a poor writer, he was under the neces-
sity of employing a scribe to write the translation as it came from
his mouth.

«“In the meantime, a few of the original characters were accu-
rately described and translated by Mr. Smith, which, with the trans-
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lation, were taken by a gentleman, by the name of Martin Harris, to
the city of New York, where they were presented to a learned gentle-
man of the name of Anthon, who professed to be extensively ac-
quainted with many languages, both ancient and modern. He ex-
amined them, but was unable to decipher them correctly; but he
presumed that if the original records could be brought, he could assist
in translating them.

“ But to return—Mr. Smith continued the work of translation, as
his pecuniary circumstances would permit, until he finished the un-
sealed part of the records. The part translated is entitled the ¢ Book
of Mormon,’ which contains néarly as much reading as the Old Tes-
tament.

s« After the book was translated, the Lord raised up witnesses to
the nations of its truth, who, at the close of the volume, send forth
. their testimony, which reads as follows :—

¢ ¢ TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES.

¢ Be it known unto all nations, kindreds tongues, and people, unto whom
this work shall come, that we, through the Grace of God the Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, which is
a record of the people of Nephi and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and
also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of wHich hath been
spoken ; and we also know that they have been translated by the gift and
power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know of
a surety that the work is true, and we also testify that we have scen the en-
gravings which are upon the plates; and they have been shown unto us by
the power of God, and not of man. And we declare, with words of soberness,
that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid before
our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings thereon ;
and we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these things are true, and it is
marvellous in our eyes; nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us
that we should bear record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the com-
mandments of God, we bear testimony of these things. And we know that
if we are faithful in Christ we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men,
and be found spotless before the judgment seat of Christ, and shall dwell with
him eternally in the heavens. And the honour be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

. “¢0Oriver COWDERY.
Davip WHITMER.
MarTIN HARRIS,

¢ ¢TESTIMONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES.

‘¢ Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, unto whom
this work shall come, that Joseph Smith, jun., the translator of this work
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has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which have the ap-
pearance of gold : as many of the leaves as the said Smith has translated we
did handle with our hands; and we also saw the engravings thereon, all of
which have the appearance of ancient work, and of curious workmanship. And
this we bear record with words of soberness, that the said Smith has shown
unto us, for we have seen and lighted, and know of a surety that the said
Smith has got the plates of which we have spoken: and we give our names
unto the world of that which we have seen; and we lie not, God bearing

witness of it.
“¢JouN WHITMER.

CHRISTIAN WHITMER.
JacoB WHITMER.
Perer WHITMER, jun.
Hiran PaGE.
JosEPH SMITH, sen.
HyruMm SmitH,

, ) Samurr H. Smiru.’”

Such is the story of a friend, derived from statements made at
various times by the ¢ Prophet” himself. It will be seen that the
witnesses of its truth were principally of the two families of Whitmer
and Smith. The Smiths were the father and brothers of Joseph.
‘Who the Whitmers were is not clear—and all clue to their character
and proceedings since this date, though probably known to the Mor-
mons themselves, is undiscoverable by the  profane vulgar.” As, in
the history of an imposture so remarkable as this, the narrative of the
principal actor becomes both curious and important, the following ac-
count of the matter is extracted from the autobiography of Joseph
Smith, which was published in the Millennial Star :—

“So great was the confusion and strife among the different re-
ligious denominations, that it was impossible for a person, young as
I was, and so unacquainted with men and things, to come to any
certain conclusion who was right and who was wrong. My mind at
different times was greatly excited, the cry and tumult was so great
and incessant. The Presbyterians were most decided against the Bap-
tists and Methodists, and used all their powers of either reason or
sophistry to prove their errors, or at least to make the people think
they were in error. On the other hand, the Baptists and Methodists
in their turn were equally zealous to establish their own tenets and
disprove all others.

- “In the midst of this war and tumult of opinions, I often said to
myself, what is to be done? Who of all these parties are right? or
are they all wrong together ? If any one of them be right, which is
it, and how shall I know it ?

% While I was labouring under the extreme difficulties, caused by
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the contests of these parties of religionists, I was one day reading the
epistle of James, first chapter and fifth verse, which reads, ¢ If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth unto all men libe-
rally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.” Never did any
passage of Scripture come with more power to the heart of man than
this did at this time to mine. It seemed to enter with great force into
cvery feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again, knowing
that if any person needed wisdom from God, I did; for how to act 1
did not know, and unless I could get more wisdom than I then had,
would never know; for the teachers of religion of the different sects
understood the same passage so differently as to destroy all confidence
in settling the question by an appeal to the Bible. At length I came
to the conclusion that I must either remain in darkness and confusion,
or else I must do as James directs, that is, ask of God. I at length
came to the determination to ¢ ask of God,’ concluding that if he gave
wisdom to them that lacked wisdom,and would give liberally and not
upbraid, I might venture. So,in accordance with this my determina-
tion to ask of God, I retired to the woods to make the attempt. It
was on the morning of a beautiful clear day, early in the spring of
cighteen hundred and twenty. It was the first time in my life that I
had made such an attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had never
yet made the attempt to pray vocally.

¢ After I had retired into the place where I had previously designed to
go, having looked around me and finding myself alone, I kneeled down
and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God. I had scarcely
done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some power which
entirely overcame me, and had such astonishing influence over me, as
to bind my tongue, so that I could not speak. Thick darkness ga-
thered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed
to sudden destruction. But exerting all my powers to call upon God
to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon
me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair
and abandon myself to destruction, not to an imaginary ruin, but to
the power of some actual being from the unseen world, who had such
a marvellous power as I had never before felt in any being. Just at
this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly over my
head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradually
until it fell upon me. It no sooner appeared than I found myself de-
livered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested
upon me, I saw two personages, whose brightness and glory defy all
description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto
me, calling me by 'name, and said (pointing to the other)—* this is my
beloved son, hear him.’
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“ My obiect in going to inquire of the Lord, was to know which of
all the sects was right, that I might know which to join. No sooner,
therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, than
I asked the personages who stood above me in the light, which of all
the sects was right (for at this time it had never entered into my |
heart that all were wrohg), and which I should join. I was answered
that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong, and the per-: .
sonage who addressed me said, ¢ that all their creeds were an abomi- !
nation in his sight ; that those professors were all corrupt, they draw
near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; they teach
for doctrine the commandments of men, having a form of godliness,
but they deny the power thereof.’ He again forbade me to join with
any of them : and many other things did he say unto me which I can-
not write at this time. When I came to myself again, I found myself
laying on my back, looking up into heaven. Some few days after
I had this vision, I happened to be in company with one of the
Methodist preachers who was very active in the before-mentioned
religious excitement, and conversing with him on the subject of
religion, I took occasion to give him an account of the vision which
I had had. I was greatly surprised at his behaviour; he treated
my communication not only lightly, but with great contempt, saying
it was all of the devil, that there were no such' things as visions or
revelations in these days; that all such things had ceased with the
apostles, and that there never would be any more of them. I soon
found, however, that my telling the story had excited a great deal of
prejudice against me among professors of religion, and was.the cause
of great persecution, which continued to increase ; and though I was
an obscure boy, only between fourteen and fifteen years of| age, and
my circumstances in life such as to make a boy of no consequence in
the world, yet men of high standing would take notice sufficient to
excite the public mind against me, and create a hot persecution, and
this was common among all the sects: all united to persecute me. It
has often caused me serious reflection, both then and since, how very
strange it was that an obscure boy of a little over fourteen years of
age, and one, too, who was doomed to the necessity of obtaining a
scanty maintenance by his daily labour, should be thought a character
of sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of
the most popular sects of the day, so as to create in them a spirit of
the hottest persecution and reviling. But strange or not, so it was,
‘and was often cause of great sorrow to myself. However, it was
nevertheless a fact that I had had a vision. I have thought since that
I felt much like Paul when he made his defence before king Agrippa,
and related the account of the vision he had when he ‘saw a light and
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heard a voice, but still there were but few who believed him; some
said he was dishonest, others said he was mad, and he was ridiculed
and reviled ; but all this did not destroy the reality of his vision. He
had seen a vision, he knew he had, and all the persecution under hea-
ven could not make it otherwise; and though they should persecute
him unto death, yet he knew, and would know unto his latest breath,
that he had both seen a light and heard a voice speaking to him, and
all the world could not make him believe otherwise —So it was with
me; [ had actually seen a light, and in the midst of that light I saw

" two personages, and they did in reality speak unto me, or one of them

did ; and though I was hated and persecuted for saying that I had scen
a vision, yet it was true; and while they were persecuting me, revil-
ing me, and speaking all manner of evil against me falsely for so saying,
I was led to say in my heart, why persecute for telling the truth? I
have actually seen a vision, and' ¢ who am I that I can withstand
God?’ or why does the world think to make me deny what'I have
actually seen? for I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that
God knew it, and I could not deny it, neither dare I do it; at least, I
knew that by so doing I would offend God and come under condemna-
tion. I had now got my mind satisfied, so far as the sectarian world
was concerned, that it was not my duty to join with any of them, but
continue as I was until further directed.” *

“Without stopping to inquire whether Joseph were a knave or a lu-
natic—a cool, calculating impostor—or a weak minded enthusiast, who,
in the visions of a distempered brain, fancied and believed that he saw
things which he has thus reported, we proceed to the next incident.
Having seen God the Father and God the Son, he was in a short time
afterwards, as he tells the world, favoured with a visit and a commu-
nication from John the Baptist! The circumstance is thus recorded by
himself in the Millennial Star, vol. iii. page 148 :—

“ While we (Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery) were thus em-
ployed (in the work of translation), praying and calling upon the -
Lord, a messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light, and
having laid his hands upon us, he ordained us, saying unto us,
¢ Upon you, my fellow-servants, in the name of the Messiah, I con-
fer the priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering
of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by im-
mersion for the remission of sins; and this shall never be taken
again from the earth until the sons of Levi do offer again an offer-
ing unto, the Lord in righteousness.” He said this Aaronic priest-
hood had not the power of laying on of hands for the gift of

* History of Joseph Smith, Millennial Star, vol. iii., No. 2, p. 21.
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the Holy Ghost, but that this should be conferred on us hereafter ; and
he commanded us to go and be baptized, and gave us directions
that I should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and afterwards that he should
baptize me. Accordingly, we went and were baptized. I baptized
him first, and afterwards he baptized me. After which I laid my hands
upon his head, and ordained him to the Aaronic priesthood ; afterwards
he laid his hands on me, and.ordained me to the same priesthood, for
so we were commanded. The messenger who visited us on this occa-
sion, and conferred this priesthood upon us, said that his name was
John, the same that is called John the Baptist in the New Testament,
and that he acted under the direction of Peter, James, and John, who
held the keys of the priesthood of Melchizedek, which priesthood, he
said, should in due time be conferred on us, and that I should be called
the first elder, and he the second. It was on the 15th day of May,
1829, that we were baptized and ordained under the hand of the mes-
senger.”

The scheme was now ripe for a fuller development; bataswe have
hitherto had the story as in the words of Joseph himself, and of his
ardent disciples, Mr. Orson Pratt and the “ witnesses,” it is necessary
to go back a little, and narrate a few circumstances relative to one of
the most important of these witnesses, and to the manner in which he
was originally induced to become a believer in the “ prophet” and his
book. It will also be necessary to inquire whether the statements of
Mr. Pratt, with reference to Professor Anthon, were admitted by that
gentleman.

Joseph Smith having made known his doctmne to various persons,
the wonderful plates began to be talked about. Among the persons
who were originally most disposed to join the new sect was the Mr,
Martin Harris whose name appears along with those of other wit-
nesses in the above testimony. This Martin Harris was a farmer,
who appears to have been possessed of more money than wit, and of
more credulity than judgment. His religious opinions were unsettled,
as he was at one time a member of the Society of friends, afterwards
a Wesleyan, then a Baptist, and, at the time when Joseph Smith
made his acquaintance, a Presbyterian. He was at once captivated
by the doctrines and pretensions of Joseph, and lent the ¢prophet’
the sum of fifty dollars to enable him to publish his new Bible.
Joseph, though asked by Martin Harris to show the plates, refused,
on the pretence that he was not pure of heart enough to be allowed a
sight of such treasures; but he generously made a transcript of a
portion of them upon paper, which he told him to submit to any
learned scholar in the world, if he wished to be satisfied. Martin
Harris was an earnest man,.and he set out from Palmyra to New
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York, to visit Professor Anthon, a gentleman of the highest reputa-
tion, both in America and Europe, and well known for his valuable
and correct editions of the classics. He found the Professor, and
submitted the plates to him. The Mormons at this time were too
insignificant to excite attention, and the result of Martin Harris’s in-
terview with the learned man was not known until three or four
years afterwards, when a report having been spread abroad by the
Mormons that the Professor had seen the plates, and promounced
the inscriptions to be in the Egyptian character, that gentleman was
requested by a letter, directed to him by Mr. E. D. Howe, of Paines-
ville, Ohio, to declare whether such was the fact? Professor An-
thon returned the following answer, detailing his interview with the
simple-minded Mr. Harris :—

“ New York, Feb. 17, 1834.
“Dear Sir.—I received your letter of the 9th, and lose no time in mak-
ing a reply. The whole story about my pronouncing the Mormonite inscrip-
tion to be ¢ Reformed Egyptian Hieroglyphics,’ is perfectly false. Some years
ago a plain, apparently simple-hearted, farmer called on me with a note from
Dr. Mitchell, of our city, now dead, requesting me to decypher, if possible, a
paper which the farmer would hand me. Upon examining the paper in ques-
tion, I soon came to the conclusion that it was all a trick, perhaps a hoax.
‘When I asked the person who brought it how he obtained the writing, he gave
me the following account A ¢‘gold book,’ consisting of a number of plates
fastened together by wires ¢f the same matcrial, had been dug up in the nor-
thern part of the State of New York, and along with it an enormous pair of
‘spectacles!” These spectacles were so large, that if any person attempted to
look through them, his two eyes would look through one glass only; the spec-
tacles in question being altogether too large for the human face. ‘Whoever,’
he said, ¢ examined the plates through the glasses was enabled not only to read
them, but fully to understand their meaning. All this knowledge, however,
was confined to a young man, who had the trunk containing the book and
spectacles in his sole possession. This young man was placed behind a curtain,
in a garret, in a farm-house, and being thus concealed from view, he put on
the spectacles occasionally, or rather, looked through one of the glasses, de-
ciphered the characters in the book, and having committed some of them to
paper, handed copies from behind the curtain to those who stood outside. Not
a word was said about their having been decyphered by the ‘gift of God.”
Everything in this way was effected by the large pair of spectacles. The
farmer added, that he had been requesttd to contribute a sum of moncy to-
wards the publication of the ‘golden book,’ the contents of which would, as
he was told, produce an entire change in the world, and save it from ruin.
So urgent had been these solicitations, that he intended selling his farm, and
giving the amount to those who wished to publish the plates. As a last pre-
cautionary step, he had resolved to come to New York, and obtain the opinion
of the learned about the meaning of the paper which he had brought with
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him, and which had been given him as part of the contents of the book, although
no translation had at that time been made by the young man with the spec-
tacles. On hearing this odd story, I changed my opinion about the paper,
and instead of viewing it any longer as a hoax, I began to regard it as part of
a scheme to cheat the farmer of his money, and I communicated my suspicions
to him, warning him to beware of rogues. He requested an opinion from me
in writing, which of course I declined to give, and he then took his lea%e, tak-
ing his paper with him.

“This paper, in question, was in fact a singular scroll. It consisted of all
kinds of crooked characters, disposed in columns, and had evidently been pre-
pared by some person who had before him at the time a book containing
various alphabets, Greek and Hebrew letters, crosses, and flourishes; Roman |
letters inverted or placed sideways, were arranged and placed in perpendicular .
columns; and the whole ended in a rude delineation of a circle, divided into
various compartments, decked with various strange marks, and evidently
copied after the Mexican Calendar, given by Humboldt, but copied in such a
way as not to betray the source whence it was derived. I am thus particular
as to the contents of the paper, inasmmch as I have frequently conversed with
my friends on the subject since the Mormon excitement began, and well re-
member that the paper contained anything else but ¢ Egyptian Hieroglyphics.’

“Some time after the same farmer paid me a sccond visit. He brought
with him the ¢ gold book’ in print, and offered it to me for sale. I declined
purchasing. He then asked permission to leave the book with me for exami-

- nation. I declined rcceiving it, although his manner was strangely urgent.
I adverted once more to the roguery which, in my opinion, had been practised
upon him, and asked him what had become of the gold plates. He informed
me that they werc in a trunk with the spectacles. I advised him to go to a
magistrate and have the trunk examined. He said, ‘The curse of God’ would
come upon him if he did. On my pressing him, however, to go to a magis-
trate, he told me he would open the trunk if I would take the ¢ curse of God’
upon myself. I replied I would do so with the greatest willingness, and
would incur every risk of that nature, provided I could ouly extricate him
from the grasp of rogues; he then left me. I have given you a full state-
ment of all that I know respecting the origin of Mormonism, and must beg
you, as a personal favour, to publish this letter immediately, should you find
my name mentioned again by these wretched fanatics.

“ Yours respectfully,
“ CHARLES ANTHON.”

This letter speaks for itself, and needs no comment. The follow-
ing summary of the contents of the Book of Mormon, thus strangely
issued into the world, is from a publication called the Foice of Warn-
ing, by, Parley P, Pratt, another apostle :—

¢« The Book of Mormon contains the history of the ancient inhabitants of

America, who were a branch of the house of Isracl, of the tribe of Joseph ;
of whom the Indians are still a remnant; but the principal nation of them



30 THE MORMONS.

having fallen in battle, in the fourth or fifth century, one of their prophets,
whose name was Mormon, saw fit to make an abridgment of their history,
their prophecies, and their doctrine, which he engraved on plates, and after-
wards, being slain, the record fell into the hands of his son Moroni, who,
being hunted by his enemies, was directed to deposit the record safely in the
earth, with a promise from God that it should be preserved, and should be

" brouglft to light in the latter days by means of a Gentile nation, who should

possess the land. The deposit was made about the year 420 on a hill then
called Cumora, now in Ontario county, where it was preserved in safety
until it was brought to light by no less than the ministry of angels, and
translated by inspiration. And the great Jehovah bore record of the same
to chosen witnesses, who declare it to the world.”

The question will be asked, could Joseph Smith, a notoriously
illiterate, though clever man, really write the Book of Mormon ?
Without pretending to state positively that Joseph Smith was not
the sole author of the volume, or that he was not aided by other
persons in its composition, we present the following short history,
which the American opponents of Movmonism consider to be a true
statement of its origin.

It is stated by them that, in the year 1809, a man of the name of

.+ Solomon Spaulding, who had formerly been a clergyman, failed in

\-busmess at a place called Cherry Vale, in the State of New York.
Being a person of literary tastes, and his attention' having been
directed to the notion which at that time excited some interest and
discussion, namely, that the North American Indians were the de-
scendants of the lost ten tribes of Israel, it struck him that the idea
afforded a good groundwork for a religious tale, history, or novel.

" For three years he laboured upon this work, which he entitled Z%e

Manuscript Found. “Mormon” and his son “Moroni,” who act so
large a part in Joseph Smith’s Book of Mormon, were two of the
principal characters in it. In 1812 the MS. was presented to a
printer or bookseller, named Patterson, residing at Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania, with a view to its publication. Before any satis-
factory arrangement could be made, the author died, and the ma-
nuscript remained in the possession of Mr. Patterson, apparently
unnoticed and uncared for. The printer also died in 1826, having
previously lent the manuseript to one Sidney Rigdon, a compositor
in his employ, who was at the time a preacher in connection with
some Christian sect, of which the proper designation is not very clearly
stated. This Rigdon afterwards became, next to Joseph Smith
himself, the principal leader of the Mormons. How Joseph Smith
and this person became connected is not known, and which of
the two originated the idea of making a new Bible out of Solomon
Spaulding’s novel is equally uncertain. The wifé, the partner, seve-
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ral friends, and the brother of Solomon Spaulding, affirmed, however,
the identity of the principal portions of the Book of Mormon with the
novel of The Manuscript Found, which the author had from time to
time, and in separate portions, read over to them. John Spaulding,
brother to Solomon, declared upon oath that his brother’s book
was an historical remance of the first settlers in America, endea-
vouring to show that the American Indians are the descendants of
Jews, or the lost ten tribes. He stated that it gave a detailed account
of their journey from Jerusalem by land and by sea, till they arrived
in America under the command of Nephi and Lehi; and that it also
mentioned the Lamanites. He added that “he had recently read the
Book of Mormon, and, to his great surprise, he found nearly the same
historical matter and names as in his brother’s writings. To the best
of his recollection and belief, it was the same that his brother Solomon
wrote, with the exception of the religious matter.”

The widow of Solomon Spaulding afterwards married a Mr.
Davison ; and a statement, purporting to have been made by her in
the followmo words, was published in a Boswn newspaper in May,
1839:—

‘“ As the Book of Mormon, or Golden Bible (as it was originally called) has
excited much attention, and is deémed by a certain new sect of equal autho-
rity with the Sacred Secriptures, I think it a duty which I owe to the public
to state what I know touching its origin.

¢ That its claims to a divine origin are wholly unfounded needs no proof
to 2 mind unperverted by the grossest delusions. That any sane person should
rank it higher than any other merely human composition is a matter of the
greatest astonishment; yet it is received as divine by some who dwell in en-
lightened New England, and even by those who have sustained the character
of devqted Christians. Learning recently that Mormonism had found its way
into a church in. Massachusetts, and has impregnated some with its gross de-
lusions, so that excommunication has been necessary, I am deterrhined to delay
no longer in doing what I can to strip the mask from this mother of sin, and
to lay open this pit of abominations.

& Solomon Spaulding, to whom I was united in marriage in early life, was
a graduate of Dartmouth College, and was distinguished for a lively imagina-
tion, and a great fondness for history. At the time of our marriage, he resided
in Cherry Valley, New York. From this place, we removed to New Salem,
Ashtabula County, Ohio, sometimes called Conneaut, as it is situated on Con-
neaut Creek. Shortly after our removal to this place, his health sunk, and he
was laid aside from active labours. In the town of New Salem there are nu-
merous mounds and forts supposed by many to be the dilapidated dwellings
and fortifications of a race now extinct. These ancient relics arrest the atten-
tion of the new settlers, and become objects of research for the curious, Nu-
mcrous implements were found, and other articles evincing great skill in the
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arts. Mr. Spaulding being an educated man, and passionately fond of history,
took a lively interest in these developments of antiquity ; and in order to be-

- guile the hours of retirement, and furnish employment for his lively imagina-

tion, he conceived the idea of giving an historical sketch of this lung lost race.

. Their extreme antiquity led him to write in the most ancient style, and as the

01d Testament is the most ancient book in the world, he imitated its style as
nearly as possible. His sole object in writing this imaginary history was to
amusc himself and his neighbours. This was about the year 1812. Hull's
surrender at Detroit occurred near the same time, and I recolleet the date well
from that circumstance. As he progressed in his narrative, the neighbours
would come in from time to time to hear portions read, and a great interest in
the work was excited among them. It claimed to have been written by one
of the lost nation, and to have been recovered from the earth, and assumed the
title of ¢ Manuscript found.” The neighbours would often inquire how Mr,
Spaulding progressed in deciphering the manuscript; and when he had a suf-
ficient portion prepared, he would inform them, and they would assemble to
hear it read. He was cnabled, from his acquaintance with the classics and
ancient history, to introduce many singular names, which were particularly
noticed by the people, and could be easily recognised by them. Mr. Solomon
Spaulding had a brother, Mr. John Spaulding, residing in the place at the time,
who was perfectly familiar with the work, and repeatedly heard the whole of
it read. From New Salem we removed to Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania. Here
Mr. Spaulding found a friend and acquaintance, in the person of Mr. Patterson,

. an editor of a newspaper. He exhibited his manuscript to Mr. Patterson, who

I

was very much pleased with it, and borrowed it for perusal. He retained it for
a long time, and informed Mr. Spaulding that if he would make out a title page
and preface, he would publish it, and it might be a source of profit. This Mr.
Spaulding refused to do. Sidney Rigdon, who has figurcd so largely in the
history of the Mormons, was at that time connected with the.printing office of
Mr. Patterson, as is well known in that region, and as Rigdon himself has
frequently stated, became acquainted with Mr. Spaulding’s manuscript, and
copied it. It was a matter of notoriety and interest to all connected with
the printing establishment. At length the manuscript was returned to its
author, and soon after we removed to Amity, Washington county, &c., where
Mr. Spaulding deceased in 1816. The manuscript then fell into my hauds,
and was carefully preserved. It has frequently been examined by my daughter
Mrs. M‘Kenstry, of Monson, Massachusetts, with whom I now reside, and by
other friends. )

“ After the book of Mormon came out, a copy of it was taken to New Sa-
lem, the place of Mr. Spaulding’s former residence, and the very place where
the manuscript found was written. A woman preacher appointed a meeting
there; and in the meeting read and repeated copious extracts from the book of
Mcrmon, The historical part was immediately recognised by all the older in-
habitants, as the identical work of Mr. Spaulding, in which they had all been
so deeply interested years before. Mr. John Spaulding was present and re-
coguised perfectly the work of his brother. He was amazed and afflicted that
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it should have been perverted to so wicked a purpose. His grief found vent
in a flood of tears, and he arose on the spot, and expressed to the meeting his
sorrow and regret that the writings of his deceased brother should be used for
a purpose so vile and shocking. The excitement in New Salem became so
great, that the inhabitants had a meeting, and deputed Dr. Philastus Hurlbut,
one of their number, to repair to this place, and to obtain from me the original
manuscript of Mr. Spaulding, for the purpose of comparing it with the Mor-
mon Bible, to satisfy their own minds, and to prevent their friends from em-
bracing an error so delusive. This was in the year 1834. Dr. Hurlbut
brought with him an introduction and request for the manuscript, which was
signéd by Messrs. Henry Lake, Aaron Wright, and others, with all of whom I
was acquainted, as they were my neighbours when 1 resided at New Salem.
I am sure that nothing would grieve my husband more, were he living, than
the use which has been made of his work. The air of antiquity which was
thrown about the composition doubtless suggested the idea of converting it
to the purposes of delusion. Thus, an historical romance, with the addition
of a few pious expressions, and extracts from the sacred Scriptures, has been
construed into a new Bible, and palmed off upon a company of poor deluded
fanatics as Divine. I have given the previous brief narration, that this work
of deep deception and wickedness may be searched to the foundation, and the
authors exposed to the contempt and execration they so justly deserve.
¢“MaTiLpa Davison.”

The Dr. Hurlbut mentioned in Mrs. Davison’s statement was
once a believer in Joseph Smith, and a member of the church.
According to his own account, he seceded, because his eyes were

. opened to the imposture and delusion of which he had been the
vietim. According to the Mormon account, he was expelled for adul-.
tery and other immorality. With this preface, the following coarse
denial of Mrs. Davison’s statement, and ferce denunciation of Dr.
Hurlbut, will be intelligible. The denial was made by Sidney Rig-
don, who was himself accused of being the principal agent of the
fraud, and was addressed, on the 27th of May, 1839, to the editors
of the Boston Journal. 1t will be seen from the tone and spirit, no
less than from the grammatical construction of the letter, that Sidney
Rigdon, although a compositor, was by no means so well educated as
the bulk of his fellow-workmen in that intellectual branch of mecha-
nical industry, and that his literary abilities were of the meanest
order :—

¢ Commerce, May 27, 1839.
¢ Messrs. BarTLETT and Surrivan,—In your paper of the 18th instant, I
see adetter signed by somebody calling herself Matilda Davison, pretending
to give the origin of Mormonism, as she is pleased to call it, by relating a
moonshine story about a certain Solomon Spaulding, a creature with the
knowledge of whose earthly existence I am entirely indebted to this produc-
C
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tion; for surely, until Doctor Philastus Hurlbut informed me that such a
being lived, at some former period, I had not the most distant knowledge
of his existence; and all I now know about his character is, the opinion I
form from what is attributed to his wife, in obtruding my name upon the
public in the manner in which she is said to have done it, by trying to
make the public believe that I had knowledge of the ignorant, and, accord-
ing to her own testimony, the lying scribblings of her deceased husband;
for if her testimony is to be credited, her pious husband, in his lifetime, wrote
a bundle of lies, for the righteous purpose of getting money. How many lies
he had told for the same purpose while he was preaching, she has not sokindly
informed us; but we are at liberty to draw our own conclusions, for he that
would write lies to get money, would also preach lies for the same object.
This being the only information which I have, or ever had, of the said Rev.
Solomon Spaulding, I, of necessity, have but a very light opinion of him as’
a gentleman, a scholar, or a man of piety; for had he have been either, he
certainly would have taught his pious wife not to.lie, nor unite herself with
adulterers, liars, and the basest of mankind.

It is only necessary to say, in relation to the whole story about Spauld-
ing’s writings being in the hands of Mr. Patterson, who was in Pittsburgh,
and who is said to have kept a printing office, and my saying that I was con-
cerned in the said office, &c., &c., is the most base of lies, without even the
shadow of truth. There was no man by the name of Patterson, during my
residence at Pittsburgh, who had a printing office; what might have been
_ before I lived there I know not. Mr. Robert Patterson, I was told, had owned
a printing office before I lived in that city, but had been unfortunate in busi-
ness, and failed before my residence there. This Mr. Patterson, who was a
Presbyterian preacher, I had a very slight acquaintance with during my resi-
dence in Pittsburgh. He was then acting under an agency, in the book and
stationery business, and was the owner of no property of any kind, printing
office or anything else, during the time I resided in the city.

“If I were to say that I ever heard of the Rev. Solomon Spaulding and
his hopeful wife, until Dr. P. Hurlbut wrote his lie about me, I should be a liar
like unto themselves. Why was not the testimony of Mr. Patterson obtained
to give force to this shameful tale of lies? The only reason is, that he was
not a fit tool for them to work w1th he would not lie for them, for if he
were called on he would testify to whqt I have here said.

‘ Let me here, Gentlemen, give a history of this Dr. P. Hurlbut and his
associates, who aided in getting up and propagating this batch of lies.

“T have seen and heard, at one time and another, by.the persecutors and
haters of the truth, a great deal about the eminent physician, Dr. Hurlbut. I
never thought the matter worthy of notice, nor probably ever should, had it
not made its appearance in your paper, or some one of equal respectability.
And I believe, Gentlemen, had you known the whole history of this budget
of lies, it would never have found a place in your paper. But to my his-~
tory.
¢ This said Doctor was never a physician at any time, nor anything else but
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a base ruffian. He was the seventh son, and his parents called him Doctor :
it was his name, and not the title of his profession.

 He once belonged to the Methodist church, and was excluded for immo«
ralities. He afterwards imposed himself on the church of Latter-Day Saints,
and was excluded for using obscene language to a young lady, a member of
the said church, who resented his insult with indignation, which became both
her character and profession. '

¢ After his exclusion he swore—for he was vilely profane—that he would
have revenge, and commenced his work. , He soon found assistance ; a pious
old deacon of the Campbellite church, by the name of Onis Clapp, and his two
sons, Thomas J. Clapp and Matthew 8. Clapp, both Campbellite preachers,
abetted and assisted by another Campellite preacher by the name of Adamson
Bentley. Hurlbut went to work, catering lies for the company. Before Hurl-
but got through, his conduct became so spandalous that the company utterly
refused to let his name go out with the lies he had collected, and which he and
his associates had made, they therefore substituted the name of E. D. Howe.
The change, however, was not much better. There were scandalous immo-
ralities about the Howe family of so black a character, that they had nothing
to lose, and became good tools for this holy company to work with. A man
of character would never have put his name to a work which Hurlbut was
concerned in, But while Hurlbut was busily employed in the service of the
company, old Deacon Clapp was employed in taking care of his wife. How
many others of the company aided in this business must be left to futurity to
disclose. At a certain time, Hurlbut-being out till a late hour in the night,
returned to his house, and in going to his bed-room where his wife was, be-
hold, and lo! there was the pious old deacon, either in bed with his wife or at
the side of it. He had a five-dollar bank note in his hand, and his dress was
rather light to suit the Doctor’s taste, for he was not quite as well off as was
Aaron when he offered sacrifice, not even having on a pair of “linen breeches.’
Hurlbut laid hold of him and called for help, which soon came to his assist-
ance. The pious old deacon was arraigned before a justice of the peace, and
was on the eve of being bound over for his appearance to the county court,
when, to put an end to the evils which might result from his pious care of
Mrs. Hurlbut, he kindly offered a yoke of oxen and a hundred dollars. This
was accepted. Hurlbut took his wife, and left the country forthwith; and the
pious old deacon and his sons, and the good Mr. Bentley, are left to wear out
the shame of their great effort to destroy the character of innocent men whom
they never dare meet in argument. The tale in your paper is one hatched up
by this gang before the time of their explosion.

“Tt has always been a source of no ordinary satisfaction to me to know
that my enemies have no better weapon to use against me, or the cause in
which I am engaged, than lies; for if they had any better they would cer-
tainly use them. I must confess, however, that there is some consistency in
our persecutors, for as truth can never destroy truth, it would be in vain for
our persecutors to use truth against us, for this would only build usup; this
they seem to know, and lay hold of the only available means they have, which

c2
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are lies; and this indeed is the only weapon which can be, or ever has been,
used against the truth. As our persecutors are endeavouring to stop the pro-
gress of truth, I must confess that they act with a degree of consistency in the
choice of means, namely, lies ; but if truth would do it, they would surely not
have recourse to lies.

¢ In order to give character to. their lies, they dress them up with a great
deal of piety : for a pious lie, you know, has a great deal more influence with
an ignorant people, than a profane one. Hence their lies came signed by the
pious wife of a pious decensed priest. However, his last act of piety seems to
have been to write @ bundle of lies, themselves being witnesses; but then his
great piety sanctifies them, and lies become holy things in the hands of such
excessive piety, particularly when they are graced with a few Reverends; but
the days have gone by when people are to be deceived by these false glossings
of Reverend’s sanctions; the intelligent part of the communities of all parts
of the country, know that Reverends are not more notorious for truth than
their neighb’ours.

“The only reason why I am assailed by lies is, that my opposers dare
not adventure on argument, knowing that if they do they fall. They try,
therefore, to keep the public from investigating, by publishing and circulating
falsehoods: This I consider a high encomium on both myself and the cause I

defend. Respectfully, «8. R
. RieDoN.”

‘We believe that upon this evidence, the question of the authorship
of the original romance on which the Book of Mormon was founded,
will be decided by the reader in favour of Solomon Spaulding. As
regards the Book of Mormon itself, Joseph Smith and the vulgar and
abusive Sidney Rigdon seem to have acted in concert in its concoction
from materials thus provided for them. The religious matter de-
rived from the Old and New Testaments is engrafted upon the origi-
nal romance in a manner that shows the ignorant and the illiterate

.workman. Such phrases as the following are of frequent occur-
.~ rence :—¢ Ye are are like unto they”—¢ Do as ye hath hitherto done”—
¢ J—the Lord delighteth in the chastity of women”—¢“I saith unto
them”—T who ye call your King”—* These things had not ought
to be”—* Ye saith unto him”—¢ For a more history part are written
upon my other plates.” Anachronisms are also frequent; but all
errors of grammar, all anachronisms, all contradictions, are admitted
by the Mormons. They allege that the Old and New Testaments
{ contain ungrammatical passages, and yet are holy, and the undoubted
| word of God; and that anachronisms apd contradictions do not mili-
tate against the-plenary inspiration either of the Bible or of the Book
of Mormon. They acknowledge all possible faults and objections
which mere criti¢s may start; but treat them as of no account.
Joseph Smith, they say, was the chosen vessel of grace, and it was
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not necessary, in the inscrutable purposes of the Lord, that he should
write or speak correct English; or that he should not make a few
human mistakes in bis rendering of the divine word. All such objec-
tions they laugh to scorn.

Joseph Smith, who, on all occasions of doubt, silenced the unin-
formed, and amazed the educated, by the boldness of his own self-
sufficiency, and the boundless resources of his impudence, was often
asked, both by friends and foes, the meaning of the word * Mormon.”
The following reply, as published in a letter to the editor of the
Times and Seasons is highly characteristic :—

" ¢ Sir,—Through the medium of your paper, I wish to correct an error,
among men that profess to be learned, liberal, and wise; and I do it the
more cheerfully, because I hope sober-thinking and sound reasoning people
will sooner listen to the voice of truth, than be led astray by the vain preten-
sions of the self-wise. The error I speak of is the definition of the word
‘Mormon.” It has been stated that this word was derived from the Greek
word mormo. This is not the case. There was no Greek or Latin upon the
plates from which I, through the grace of God, translated the Book of Mor-
mon. Let the language of that book speak for itself. On the 523rd page
of the fourth edition, it reads : —‘ And now behold we have written the record
according to our knowledge in the characters, which are called among us the
Reformed Egyptian, being handed down and altered by us according to our
manner of speech; and if our plates were sufficiently large, we should have
written in Hebrew. Behold ye would have had no imperfections in our
record, but the Lord knoweth the things which we have written, and also,
that none other people knoweth our language ; therefore he hath prepared
means for the interpretation thereof.

¢ Here, then, the subject is put to silence, for ¢ none other people knoweth
our language;’ therefore the Lord, and not man, hath to interpret, after the
people were all dead. And, as Paul said, ¢ the world by wisdom know not
God,’ and the world by speculation are destitute of revelation; and as God,
in his superior wisdom, has always given his saints, wherever he had any on
the earth, the same spirit, and that spirit (as John says) is the true spirit of
prophecy, which is the testimony of Jesus, I may safely say that the word
Mormon stands independent of the learning and wisdom of this generation,
Before I give a definition, however, to the word, let me say that the Bible, in its
widest sense, means good; for the Saviour says, according to the Gospel of St.
John, ¢ I am the good shepherd;’ and it will not be beyond the common use
of terms to say, that good is amongst the most important in use, and though
known by various names in different languages, still its meaning is the same,
and is ever in opposition to bad. We say from the S8axon, good; the Dane,
god ; the Goth, goda ; the German, gut; the Dutch, goed ; the Latin, bonus;

the Greek, kalos ; the Hebrew, tob; and the Kgyptian, mon. Hence, withthe -

addition of more, or the contraction mor, we have the word Mormon, which
means, literally, more good, Yours, JosepH SMITH,”
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JOSEPH SMITH. HYRUM SNITH.
(Fyom the busts by Gahagan.)

CHAPTER II

THE Book oF DOCTRINES AND COVENANTS; OR, THE * REVELATIONS” OF JOSEPH SMITH—
MorMoN HYMNS AND PorM8—MATERIALISM — THE AARONIC AND MELCHIZIDEK PRIRST-
HOOD—CONFESSION OF FAITH—MORMON CLAIMS TO WORK MIRACLES AND TO CAST OUT
DEeviLs—SCENES IN LEAMINGTON AND WaLES.

IN addition to the Book of Mormon, Joseph Smith originated and
partly composed a book of Doctrines and Covenants, purporting to
be direct revelations from heaven upon the temporal government
of their church, the support of the poor, the tithing or taxation of
the members, the establishment of cities and temples, the allotment
of lands, the emigration of the “saints,” the education of the people,
the gathering of moneys, and other matters. This book abounds in
grammatical inaccuracies, even to a greater extent than the Book of
Mormon :—* God, that knowest thy thoughts”— ¢ a literal descendant
of Aaron”—*“an hair of his head shall not fall”—¢your Father who
art in heaven knoweth”—*and the spirit and the body is the soul of
man”—¢ the stars also giveth their light as they rell upon their wings
in glory”—¢%“her who sitteth upon many waters”—*thou shalt hiot
covet thine own property, but impart it freely to the printing of the
Book of Mormon”—form but a sample of hundreds of similar phrases
that might be culled, were it worth whilee A few specimens of
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the kind of ¢ Revelations,” and of the style in which Joseph Smith
represented the Almighty as speaking to him in his early revelations,
wil] show what men ‘will assert and believe under the influence of
fanaticism. The following is part of a revelation purporting to
have been given by Jesus Christ, in February, 1831. In these revel-
ations God the Father and God the Son are invariably represented
as giving Joseph his proper designation of Smith, junior, that he
might not be mistaken for his father, Joseph Smith, serior :—

‘ Hearken, oh ye elders of my church, who have assembled yourselves to-
gether in my name, even Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, the Saviour
of the world. Behold, verily I say unto you, I give unto you this first com-
mandment, that you shall go forth in my name, every one of you, except my
servants, Joseph Smith, jun., and Sidoey Rigdon. . . . If there shall be
properties in the hands of the church, or any individuals of it, more than is ne-
cessary for their support, it shall be kept to administer to those who have not.”

The following is part of a revelation given to Joseph Smith in
March, 1829, when Martin Harris desired to see the golden plates,

—_—

and before he was deluded with the paper transcript, which he

showed to Professor Anthon. It will be seen that Joseph was not at
a loss to parry the inconvenient curiosity of his then doubting, but
afterwards faithful, disciple :—

’

¢ Behold, I say unto you, that as my servant Martin Harris has desired a
witness at my hand, that you my servant, Joseph Smith, jun., have got the
plates of which you have testified and borne record that you have received of
me ; and now, behold, this shall you say unto him—¢ He who spake unto you
said unto you, I the Lord am God, and have given those things unto you, my
servant, Joseph Smith, jun., and have commanded you that you should stand
as a witness of these things; and I zave caused you that you should enter into a
covenant with me that you showld not show them except to those persons that I com-
manded you ; and you have no power over them except I grant it you! . . And
now, again I speak unto you my servant Joseph, concerning the man that de-
nies the witness. Behold, I say unto him, he exalts himself, and does not suf-
ficiently humble himself before me. But if he will bow down before me, and
humble himself in mighty prayer and faith, in the sincerity of his heart, then
will I grant unto him a view of the things which.he desires to see.”

~ Poor Martin Harris never got the promised glimpse of the plates.
He did not behave himself properly; and Joseph found an opportu-
nity to reprimand and quarrel with him. But, in fact, Joseph and
his principal assistant, Sidney Rigdon, appear to have quarrelled
with all the “witnesses.” The first witness to the truth of this
Book of Mormon was declared by Smith himself, in a revelation given
in November, 1831, to be unfit to be trusted with “ moneys:"—
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¢ Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant Oliver Cow-
dery's sake. Itis not wisdom in me that he should be entrusted with the
commandments, and the moneys which he shall carry into the land of Zion,
except one go with him who shall be true and faithful.”

In a paper drawn up by Sidney Rigdon in June, 1838, when the
great schism took place in the church, which led to the secession of
Dr. Hurlbut, and the exposure made by Mrs. Davison, it is stated
that Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and another, were united with
a gang of *counterfeiters, thieves, liars, and blacklegs of the deepest
dye, to deceive, cheat, and defraud the saints.” Martin Harris, the
last of the three, is spoken of, at the time of the schism, by Joseph
himself, in the following terms, in a paper called the Elder's
Journal :— There are nogroes who wear white skins, as well as black
ones. Grames Parish and others who acted as lackies, such as Martin
Harris, &c., but they are so far beneath contempt that a notice of them
would be too great a sacrifice for a gentleman to make.”

While, by means of “revelations,” those who were not longer to
be trusted were pointed out to the notice and condemnation of true

. believers, Joseph Smith took care to have special “revelations” upon

matters relating to his own comfort. ‘It is meet,” says a “reve-
lation” of the Lord in February, 1831, “that my servant Joseph
Smith, jun., should have a house built, in which to live and trans-
late.” A second “revelation” of the same month says: “If ye desire
the mysteries of my kingdom, provide for him (Joseph Smith, jun.)
food and raiment, and whatsoever thing he needeth.” Nor was
Joseph, according to the “ Revelations,” to labour for his living. “In
temporal labours,” says another “revelation” of July, 1830, ¢ thou
shalt not have strength; for that is not thy calling. Attend to thy -
calling, and thou shalt have wherewith to magnify thine office, and
to expound all seriptures.”

In a revelation given to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, in De-
cember, 1830, when the scheme was yet in its first infancy, the Lord
is represented as saying :—

~ ¢« Behold, verily, verily, I say unto my servant Sidney, T have looked
upon thee and thy works. I have heard thy prayers, and prepared thee for
a great work. Thou art blessed, for thou shalt do great things. Behold
thoun wast sent forth, even as John, to prepare the way before me, and before .
Elijah, which should come, and thou knew it not. Thou didst baptize by
water unto repentance, but thou receivedst not the Holy Ghost ; but now I
give unto thee a commandment, that thou shalt baptize by water, and they
shall receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands, even as the
apostles of old.
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¢ And it'shall come to pass, that there shall be a great work in the land,
even among the Gentiles : for their folly and their abominations shall be made
manifest in the eyes of all people ; for I am God, and mine arm is not short-
ened, and I will show miracles, signs, and wonders, unto all those who believe
in my name. And whoso shall ask in my name, in faith, they shall cast out
devils, they shall heal the sick, they shall cause the blind to receive their
sight, and the deaf to Lear, and the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk;
and the time speedily cometh, that great things are to be shown forth unto
the children of men ; but without faith shall not anything be shown forth,

* except desolations upon Babylon—the same which has made all nations drink
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. And there are none that doeth
good, except those who are ready to receive the fulness of my Gospel, which:
1 have sent forth to this generation.

“Wherefore, I have called upon the weak things of the world—those who
are unlearned and despised, to thresh the nations by the power of my Spirit:
and their arm shall be my arm, and I will be their shield and their buckler,
and I will gird up their loins, and they shall fight manfully for me, and their
enemies shall be under their feet; and I will let fall the sword in their be-
half, and by the fire of mine indignation will I preservethem. And the poor
and the meek shall have the Gospel preached unto them, and they shall be
looking forth for the time of my coming, for it is nigh at hand: and they
shall learn the parable of the fig-tree : for even now already summer is nigh,
and I have sent forth the fulness of the Gospel by the hand of my servant
Joseph : and in weakness have I blessed him, and I have given unto him the
keys of the mystery of those things which have been sealed, even things
which were from the foundation of the world, and the things which shall

“ come from this time until the time of my coming, if he abide in me; and if

not, another will I plant in his stead. ,

“ Wherefore, watch over him, that his faith fail not; and it shall be
given by the Comforter the Holy Ghost, that knoweth all things: and a
commandment I give unto thee, that thou shalt write for him : and the Serip-
tures shall be given, even as they are in mine own bosom, to the salvation of
. mine own elect; for they will hear my voice, and shall see me, and shall not
be asleep, and shall abide the day of my coming, for they shall be purified,
even as I am pure. And now I say unto thee, tarry with him, and he shall
journey with you;—forsake him not, and surely these things shall be fulfilled.
And inasmnch as ye do not write, behold it shall be given unto him to prophesy :
and thou shalt preach my Gospel, and call upon the holy prophets to prove his
words, as they shall be given him., Keep all the commandments and cove-
nants by which ye are bound, and I will cause the heavens to shake for your
good: and Satan shall tremble, and Zion shall rejoice upon the hills and flou-
rish ; and Israel shall besaved in mine own due time. And by thekeys which
I have given, shall they be led, and no more be confounded at all. Lift up
your heads and be glad: your redemption draweth nigh. Fear not, little
flock—the kingdom is yours until I come. Behold, I come quickly : even so.
Amen.”
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In another revelation, also given in December, 1830, the voice of
the Lord to Edward Partridge was :—

¢ Thus saith the Lord God, the mighty one of Israel, Behold, I say unto
you, my servant Edward, that you are blessed, and your sins are forgiven you,
and you are called to preach my Gospel as with the voice of a trumpet; and
1 will lay my hand upon you by the hand of niy servant Sidney Rigdon, and
you shall receive my Spirit, the Holy Ghost, even the Comforter, which shall
teach you the peaceable things of the kingdom : and you shall declare it with
a loud voice, saying, Hosannah, blessed be the name of the most high God.

* And now this calling and commandment give I unto you concerning all
men, that as many as shall come before my servants Sidney Rigdon and
Joseph Smith, jun., embracing this calling and commandment, shall be ordained
and sent forth to preach the everlasting Gospel among the nations, crying,
Repentance : saying, Save yourselves from this untoward gencration, and
come forth out of the fire, hating even the garments spotted with the flesh.

¢ And this commandment shall be given unto the elders of my church,
that every man which will embrace it with singleness of heart, may be or-
dained and sent forth, even as I have spoken. I am Jesus Christ, the Son of
God: wherefore gird up your loins, and I will suddenly come to my temple :
even so. Amen.”

An extract from one more “revelation” will suffice for the pre-
sent. It purports to have been given, in July, 1830, to Emma
Smith, the wife of Joseph, through Joseph himself:—

¢ The office of thy calling shall be for a comfort unto my servant Joseph
Smith, jun., thy husband. And thou shall go with him at the time of his
going, and be unto him for a scribe, while there is no one to be a scribe for
him, that T may send my servant Oliver Cowdery whithersoever I will. And
it shall be given to thee also to make a selection of sacred hymns, as it shall
be given thee, which is pleasing unto me to be had in my church.”

The hymn-book of Emma Smith does not appear to have been
published ; but a little hymn-book, containing hymns selected by
Brigham Young, the present head of the church, and successor of
Joseph Smith, has gone through eight editions. The eighth was
published in Liverpool, in 1849. = A few extracts will not be out of
place. The following hymn, which is sometimes sung on shipboard
in Liverpool prior to the departure of Mormon emigrants, is, in point

of literary merit, among the best in the volume :—

“Yes, my native land, I love thee;
All thy scenes, I love them well ;
Friends, connections, happy country,
"~ Can I bid you all farewell ?
Can I leave thee,
Far in distant. lands to dwell ?
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‘“Home! thy joys are passing lovely,
Joys no stranger heart can tell ;
Happy home! ’tis sure I love thee,
Can I-—can I—say ¢ Farewell
Can I leave thee,
Far in distant lands to dwell ?

- ‘““Holy scenes of joy and gladness
Every fond emotion swell;
Can T banish heartfelt sadness,
While I bid my home farewell ?
Can I leave thee,
Far in distant lands to dwell ?

“Yes! I hasten from you gladly,
From the scenes I love so well ;
Far away, ye billows, bear me,
Lovely native land, farewell !
Pleased I leave thee,
Far in distant lands to dwell.

“In the deserts let me labour,
On the mountains let'me tell
How he died—the blessed Saviour,
To redeem a world from hell !
Let me hasten,
Far in distant lands to dwell !

¢ Bear me on, thou restless ocean,
Let the winds my canvas swell ;
Heaves my heart with warm emotion,
While I go far hence to dwell !
Glad I bid thee,
Native land, farewell! farewell !””

The nextisa hymn for the Twelve Apostles, who have been sent
to different parts of Europe, to “ gather” the Saints to the Salt Lake
Valley in Deseret:—

“Ye chosen twelve, to ye are given
The keys of this'last ministry—
To every nation under heaven,
From land to land, from sca to sca.

¢ First to the Gentiles sound the news,
Throughout Columbia’s happy land ;

And then before it reach the Jews,
Prepare on Europe’s shores to stand.
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“ Let Europe’s towns and cities hear
The Gospel tidings angels bring ;'
The Gentile nations far and near,
Preparc their hearts His praise to sing.

‘“India and Afric’s sultry plains
Must hear the tidings as they roll —
Where darkness, death, and sorrow reign,
And tyranny has held control.

“Listen ! ye islands of the sca,

For every isle shall hear the sound;
Nations and tongues before unknown,

Though long since lost, shall soon be found.

“ And then again shall Asia hear,

‘Where angels first the news proclaimed ;
Eternity shall record bear,

And earth repeat the loud Amen.

“ The nations catch the pleasing sound,
And Jew and Gentile swell the strain,
Hosannah o’er the earth resound,
Messiah thén will come to reign.”

Many of their fugitive hymns and songs, not included in their
hymn-book, are adapted to popular tunes, such as “ The sea, the sea,
the open sea;” “ Away, away to the mountain’s brow,” &c. One to
the first-mentioned tune is inserted in the Z%mes and Seasons, page
893, and commences :—

“The sky, the sky, the clear blue sky,
Oh, how I love to gazc upon it!
The upper realms of deep on high,
I wonder when the Lord begun it !”

The following additional specimens of Mormon devotional poetry
appear in their authorized organ, the Times and Seasons. The first
is sung to the tune of a pirate song by Mr. Henry Russell, called,
“ I'm afloat, I'm afloat,” and written by Miss Eliza Cook :—

“I’m a Saint, I’m a Saint, on the rough world wide,
The earth is my home, and my God is my guide!

Tp, up with the truth, let its power bend the knee :

I am sent, I am sent, and salvation is free.

I fear not old priestcraft, its dogmas can’t awe :

I' ve a chart for to steer by, that tells me the law,—
And ne’er as a coward to falsehood I'll kneel,

While Mormon tells truth, or God’s prophets reveal !
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Up, up with the truth, let its power touch the mind,
And I'll warrant we’ll soon leave the selfish behind.
Up, up with the truth, let its power bend the knee,
I am sent! I am sent! dying Bab'lon to thee,

1 am sent! I am sent! take this warning and flee.

““The arm of the tyrant, fell terror may spread,

Yet, tho’ they oppose us, their strongholds we'll tread ;
‘What to us is the scorn of the selfish and vain ?

We have borne it before, and we’ll bear it again.

The fire-gleaming bolts of oppression may fall,

And kill off the body, death can’t us appal!

With Heaven above us, and all Hell below,

Thro’ the wide field of error, right onward we’ll go!
Come on! my brave comrades, now ’s the time you should speak,
The storm-fiend s roused from his long dreamy sleep.
Our watch-word, for safety in Zion, shall be,

I am sent! I am sent! dying Bab’lon to thee,—

I amsent! Iam sent! take this warning and flee.”

But the following, to the tune of “ The rose that all are praising,”
is, perhaps, the most characteristic; and with it we may conclude the
specimens of Mormon devotional poetry :—

¢ The God that others worship is not the God for me;
He has no parts nor body, and cannot hear nor see;
But I’ve a God that lives above—
A God of Power and of Love—
A God of Revelation—oh, that's the God for me;
Oh, that’s the God for me; oh, that’s the God for me!

¢ A church without apostles is not the church for me;
1t’s like a ship dismasted, afloat upon the sea ;
But I’ve a church that ’s always led
By the twelve stars round its head ;
A church with good foundations—oh, that’s the church for me;
Oh, that’s the church for me; oh, that ’s the church for me!

¢ A church without a prophet is not the church for me ;
1t has no head to lead it, in it I would not be;
But I’ve a church not built by man,
Cut from the mountain without hands
A church with gifts and blessings—oh, that’s the church for me;
Oh, that’s the church for me; oh, that’s the church for me.

“The hope that Gentiles cherish is not the hope for me;
It has no hope for knowledge, far from it I would be;
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But I’ve an hope that will not fail,

That reaches safe within the veil ; .
‘Which hope is like an anchor—oh, that ’s the hope for me ;
Oh, that’s the hope for me; oh, that’s the hope for me!

“The heaven of scctarians is not the heaven for me;
So doubtful its location, neither on land nor sea;
But I’ve an heaven on the earth,
The land and home that gave me birth;
A heaven of light and knowledge—oh, that’s the heaven for me;
Oh, that’s the heaven for me ; oh, that’s the heaven for, me!

¢ A church without a gathering is not the church for me ;
The Saviours would not order it, whatever it might be ;
But I’ve a church that’s called out,
From false traditions, fear, and doubt,
A gathering dispensation—ob, that’s the church for me;
Oh, that’s the church for me; oh, that’s the church for me !”

The following summary of the Mormon creed is given in their own
periodicals, as the recognised “ FAITH OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS :"—

“We believe in God the eternal Father, and his Son Jesus Christ, and in
the Holy Ghost.

“We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for
Adam’s transgressions,

“We believe that through the atonement of Christ all mankind may be
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

“We believe that these ordinances are:—Ist, Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. 2nd, Repentance. 3rd, Baptism by immersion for the remission of
sins. 4th, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 5th, The

Lord’s Supper.

“We believe that men must be called of God by inspiration, and by laying
on of hands by those who are duly commissioned to preach the Gospel, and
administer in the ordinances thereof.

“ We believe in the same organization that existed in the primitive church
viz., apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, &c.

“ We believe in the powers and gifts of the everlasting Gospel, viz., the gift
of faith, discerning of spirits, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, tongues
and the interpretation of tongues, wisdom, charity, brotherly love, &c.

“ Webelieve in the Word of God recorded in the Bible ; we also believe the
‘Word of God recorded in the Book of Mormon, and in all other good books.

¢ We believe all that God has revealed ; all that he does now reveal; and
we believe that he will yet reveal many more great and important things per-
taining to the Kingdom of God, and Messiah’s second coming,

*We believe in the literal gathering of Israel, and in the restoration of
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. the ten tribes ; that Zion will be established upon the western continent; that
Christ will reign personally upon the earth a thousand years; and that the
earth will be renewed, and receive its paradisaical glory.

" %'We believe in the literal resurrection of the body, and that the dead in
Christ will rise first, and that the rest of the dead live not again until the thou-
sand years are expired.

% We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to the

' dictates of our conscience unmolested, and allow all men the same privilege,

let them worship how or where they may.

“We believe in being subject to kings, queens, presidents, rulers, and
magistrates, in obeying, honouring, and sustaining the law.

“We believe in being honest, true, chaste, temperate, benevolent, virtuous,
‘and upright, and in doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we fol-
low the admonition of Paul, we ¢ believe all things,” we ¢hope all things,” we
have endured very many things, and hope to be able to ¢ endure all things.’
Everything virtuous, lovely, praiseworthy, and of good report, we seek after,
looking forward to the ¢ recompense of reward.’”

The Mormons recognise two orders of priesthood, the “ Aaronic”
and the ¢ Melchizidek.” They are governed by a prophet or president,
twelve apostles, the “seventies,” and a number of bishops, high-
priests, deacons, elders, and teachers; they assert, as will be seen from
the last hymn, and their Confession of Faith, that the gifts of prophecy
and the power of working miracles have not ceased; that Joseph
Smith and many other Mormons wrought miracles and cast out
devils; that the end of the world is close at end; and that they
are the “saints” spoken of in the Apocalypse, who will reign
with Christ in a temporal kingdom in this world. They assert
also, in more precise terms than they employ in their printed
“ Confession of Faith,” that the seat of this kingdom is to be either
Missouri—the place originally intended—or their present location of
the Great Salt Lak® Valley of Deseret. They allege that their Book
of Mormon and the “Doctrine” and ¢ Covenants” form the fulness of
the Gospel; that they take nothing from the Old or the New Testa-
ment, both of which they complete. They seem, however, not to have
formed the same ideas of God which are promulgated in the Gospel,
but to acknowledge a material deity. This idea appears in the song or
hymn to the tune of “ The rose that all are praising,” already quoted ;
but is stated more broadly in the T%mes and Seasons, and other works.
The following extract from the authorized documents, signed by
Orson Spencer, one of the apostles of the church, gives the views of the
sect upon this and other subjects:—*“In some, and indeed in many
respects, do we differ from some sectarian denominations. We believe
thatGod is a being who hath both body and parts, and also passions.
Also of the existence of the gifts, in the true church, spoken of in Paul's
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letter to the Corinthians. I do not believe that the career of Sacred
Scripture was closed with the Revelation of John, but that wherever
God has a true church, there he makes frequent revelations of his will ;
and as God takes cognizance of all things, both temporal and spiritual,
his revelations will pertain to all things whereby his glory may be
promoted.”

Joseph Smith is more explicit. The following passage occurs in
the Mtillennial Star, vol. vi., under the ¢ prophet’s” authority, and
signed with his name :—

“What is God? He is a material organized intelligence, possessing both
body and parts. He isin the form of a man, and is, in fact, of the same species,
and is a model or standard of perfection, to which man is destined to attain,
he being the Great Father and Head of the whole family. This being cannot
occupy two distinet places at once, therefore he cannot be everywhere present.

“What are Angels? They are intelligences of the human species.
Many of them are the offspring of Adam and Eve—ofmen, it is said, ¢ being
Gods, or sons of God, endowed with the same powers, attributes, aud capaci-
ties, that their Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ possess.’

“The weakest child of God, which now exists upon the earth, will
possess more dominion, more property, more subjects, and more power and
glory, than is possessed by Jesus Christ or by his Father; while, at the
same time, Jesus Christ and his Father will have their dominion, kingdom,
and subjects, increased in proportion.” *

Joseph Smith and his more immediate followers and disciples al-
ways laid claim to the power of working miracles. Many ludicrous
stories are told of the attempts made by Joseph and others, to get out
of difficulties with their own people, after having promised too much
in this respect. These stories are, of course, considered false and scan-
dalous by the Mormons. It is neither necessary nor desirable to re-
produce them; but we may select, in preference, g specimen of their

. The following extracts from The Latter-Day Saints’ Catechism, or Child’s Ladder,
by Elder David Moffat, explain still more fully the ideas of the Mormons on this subject : —

«28, What is God?

He is a material intélligent per ge, p ing both body and parts.

29. Could he be a being without body and parts?

No. Verily, no.

30. TWhat form is he of ?

He is in the form of man, or rather man is in the form of God.

31. Where do you find these proofs?

In the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament.

82. Can you prove, then, that man is in the form of God?

Yes. Genesis, v. 1. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he’
him,

33. Can you mention the parts of his body from the Scriptures?

Yes. Exodus, xxxiii. 22, 23. And I will cover thee with my hand; and I will take
away my hand, and thou shalt see my, back parts, but my face shall not be seen.
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“miracles,” as recorded by themselves in their own publication, the
Millennial Star. It will answer the purpose far better than any state-
ment made by their opponents. In a letter addressed to Mr. Orson
Spencer, and published in the Millennial Star, for August 1, 1847, the
writer, a Mormon, who dates from Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, Eng-
land, after detailing the attempts made to ordain one Currell to the Mor-
mon priesthood,—attempts which were defeated by the devil, says—
“ When we laid our hands upon him, the devil entered him, and
tried to prevent us from ordaining him ; but the power of Jesus Christ
in the holy priesthood was stronger than the devil, and after all the
endeavours of the powers of darkness to prevent us;—in the name of
Jesus Christ, we ordained brother Richard Currell to the office of a
priest in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. In conse-
quence of what had taken place, many came to our meeting in the

34. Can you mention any more parts of his body?

Yes. Exodus, xxiv, 10. And they saw the God of Israel, and there was under his feet
as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone.

35. Did ever any man speak face to face with God?

Yes.

36. To whom did he :peak !

To Moses.

37. Can you repeat it ?

Yes. Exodus, xxxiii. 11. And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as & man
speaketh to his friend.

88. As the God of Heaven possesses body and parts, doth he also possess passions !

Yes. He eats, he drinks, he loves, he hates.

89. TWhere have you an account of his eating ?

When he appeared to his servant Abraham on the plains of Mamre. Genesis, xviii.

© 39. Did Abraham know that the Lord desired to eat when he appeared unto him?

Yes. Genesis, xviii, 5, And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts,
for therefore are ye come to your servant.

40. Can you point out the object of his love?

Yes. Malachi, i. 2, Was not Esau Jacob’s brother, saith the Lord, yet I love Jacob.

41, TWhat were the things of his hatred? .

The palaces of Jacob,

42, Can you prove it!

Yes. Amos, vi. 8. The Lord hath sworn by himself, saith the Lord of Hosts, I abhor
the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces.

43. Can this Being ( God ) occupy two distinct places at once?

No.

44, Can he move from planet to planet with facility and ease !

Yes. Genesis, xi. 5. And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the
children of men builded.

45. With whom did the Lord converse?

With his servant Abraham.

46. Upon what things did they converse?

About the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,

47. Doth the Lord also reason with men ? )

Yes. Isaiab, i.18. Come let us reason together, saith the Lord.”

D



50 THE MORMONS.

evening, and paid great attention. The scenes of the 20th of June will
long be remembered by us as a day of rejoicing in the glorious mani-
festation of the power of God, confirming the faith of the saints, and
spreadmg the sound of the Gospel further tha.n we could have done it
in a long time.

“T should inform you that when the devil found he was defeated
in brother C., he entered g sister. The devils kept coming in for seve-
ral hours. As fast as one lot were expelled, another lot entered ; at
one time we counted twenty-seven come out of her. When we rebuked
them, they would come out, but as soon returned again. How was it
they could acknowledge the power, and yet would damn our power, .
damn our Gospel, and tear and bite? The sight was awful, but it has
done us all good. I may as well say that the devils told us they were
sent some by Cain, some by Kite, Judas, Kilo, Kelo, Kalmonia, and
Lucifer. Some of these, they informed us, were presidents over seven-
ties in hell. The last that came, previous to our going to prison,
told us he was Kilo, one of the presidents, and had six councillors. We
cast them out thirty times, and had three hundred and nineteen devils,
from three to thirty-seven coming out at a time. I shall feel obliged for
any instruction you can give me on this subject.”

Another scene of the casting out of devils, related by one Danicl
or Dan Jones, a Welsh Saint, dating from Merthyr Tydvil, January
6th, 1849, is still more outrageous. Its recital in the words of the
principal actor will amuse the reader who feels inclined to laugh at the
extent of human folly, while it may sadden those who are more disposed
to grieve at and deplore the fanaticism, which defies the common
'sense and common decency of mankind. The story occurs in the
eleventh volume of the Millennial Star, pages 39 and 40:—

“In the afternoon of the 21st of December, 1848, the power of
God and also the Power of Darkness showed a wide and marvellous
contrast. Whilst I was describing the beauties of Zion, together
with the importance of building up there a temple to the Most
High God, and the resulting consequences thereof to the Saints’
glory and the overthrow of Babylon, the Prince of Darkness thought
that I was getting to be too traitorous in the midst of his domimions.
He could not bear such good and powerful truths, so he sent a legion
of evil spirits into the hall at that time, as though he was deter-
mined with one grand rally to storm our little fortress, and demo-
lish our citadel with impunity. In five minutes after their arrival,
which was seen by some, three females were possessed, and many more
nearly as bad. However, I perceived the enemy’s design, and having
command of the post, I lost no time in returning him a heavy broad-
side with the artilleries of heaven, by commanding every evil spirit in

’
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the place to depart in the name of Jesus Christ, which was responded
to by all the audience with such powerful Amens! that the neigh-
bours thought it thundered, and all the devils, except three, run away
in a fright ; and the echoes opened the windows of heaven, so that the
power of God was felt and seen by all others in the place, and some of
our worst persecutors, having come there with evil intent, confessed
that God was with us, and shouted Amen as loud as any. There were
hundreds of young Saints who had never witnessed the like, and who
were rather timid, which caused me to maintain the platform for more
than an hour, to teach them the wiles of the devil, and to encourage
them to be brave in the power of God. In the meantime I had sent
some elders to those possessed, to rebuke the spirits, who were all
this time making the loudest noise with me and each other, calling
out—¢ Old Captain, have you come to trouble us? D-——d old Cap-
tain, we will hold you a battle” Many other expressions used would
be indecent to utter, and others useless, I suppose ; but some spoke
English through one that knew no English of herself, and revealed
many mysteries ; others spoke in tongues, praying for a reinforcement
of their kindred spirits, and chiding some dreadfully by name, such
as Borona, Menta, Philo, &c., for not obeying their mandates with
greater alacrity and courage. The spirits left one of the three females
at the first rebuke, but the others cursed all the elders, calling many
by names with which the females were totally unacquainted. They
said they were at Carthage in the slaughter of the prophets; we com-
pelled them to acknowledge the authority of the priesthood, loudly, to
the astonishment of all. They swore that they would not depart without
¢Old Brigham Young, from America, would come ;—that they would
have to obey him; but that they held an office higher than any others.’ I
questioned one of them on that, ¢ whether he had ever possessedany other
person in Wales ?” ¢ Yes! very many” was the reply. I asked, ‘Did
you ever leave one unless compelled?’ He replied, ‘No; norwill I go fsom
here either.’ Then I rebuked him for telling a falsehood, inasmuch as
that Brigham Young had never visited Wales, and that he had better
business than to come and wait on such beings as him ; at which he
sneered and laughed, that echoed through the hall and alarmed many ;
at the same time, the streets were crowded with strangers and police-
men, drawn there by the noise, and shortly the whole town was in an
uproar, like Ephesus of old. They derided us shamefully for our dis-
appointment in our expectation of the ¢ Old Apostle to-the Conference.’
But enough of this comedy, I must hasten to more important subjects
lest I weary your patience, for I have much more to say; I will only
add the sequel, which was as follows : —Having understood that these
two females had been frequently possessed elsewhere, had the spirits
D 2
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rebuked out of them as frequently by the power of the priesthood, and
again giving way to them, and living in transgression, I found out the
reason why the spirits assured us so often ¢ that they had a right to
them, and that they (the females) had broken their covenant.” The
instructions of our beloved brother Hyde to me, ¢to cut off such after
the third offence, came forcibly to my mind, the which, before I
uttered it, the evil spirits told loud enough to all, which, together with
many other instances which they gave vent to, prove, to a demonstra-
tion, that these spirits have a way of knowing one’s mind. The spirits
said we could not cast them out, because some doubted in their minds ;
and one of them told me to my face, in a harsh voice, ¢ You doubt
vourself;” which was too true, because that I saw the Lord had no
alternative under the circumstances, but either to turn a deaf ear to
our prayers, or disregard the counsel of Brother Hyde; and I was
pretty confident that he would do the former, though to our great an-
noyance and mortification for the time. I had not understood all about
these females at that time, or I would have chosen another and surer
method. The next thing I did was to close the meeting, and call the
elders together with the females (who were all this time biting, kicking,
and swearing, most awfully, and being held by men), and explain to
them the principle above alluded to; and when I proposed to cut the
females off from the Church, all agreed to it; and after laughing, dc-
riding, and saying that that was what they wanted, the spirits left them
both in less than five minutes; so that the females recovered them-
selves, and went home without any inconvenience. On their way home
they were informed that they had been excommunicated, which they
had not previously understood, though done over their heads, and they
both wept bitterly.

“In that night’s meeting our hall was more crowded than before,
if possible, and I took the liberty to show the cunning craft of the
dewgl ; to caution the Saints not to give a place for evil spirits by trans-
gression, and made an example of the foregoing, to prove to the world
that the very devils incarnate testified to the divinity of this Church and
Gospel, and that the evil spirits had given the ‘old Captain’ such «
strong testimony and good recommendation as their inveterate foe. I
had the satisfaction to know that even the devils, by this affair, had
done much good to the Saints and sinners, proving that ¢all things
work together for good to those that love the Lord;’ and this affair,
too! During all this time the spirit had led one of the females back,
though late, but the place was too crowded for her to get inside, and
he kept her running about the streets in front of our hall, shricking,
cursing, barking, and howling the most hideous noises imaginable,
which at times penetrated the assembly, but failed to get inside, so
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that we had a glorious meeting in despite of him and all his legions;
and after speaking with my whole strength for seven hours and a half,
with but little cessation, I closed the meeting, and disbanded our noble
battalion, fully determined to be more valiant than ever.”

The familiarity with which fanaties of all kinds speak of the Supreme
Being, was never more grossly displayed than in this recital. The
profanity of Mr. Dan Jones would be ludicrous, if it were not shocking,
when he asserts that he remonstrated for seven hours and a half with the
devils, and that he knew the Lord had no alternative but to act undcr
such and such circumstances in such and such a manner. But such a
spectacle is, after all, more calculated to excite pity than indignation.

From a mass of instances cited by the Mormons, in proof of their
possession of the gift of miraculous healing, a very few will suffice. A
preacher of the name of Westwood, writing in the first number of the
cleventh volume of the Millennial Star, says :— A woman in the Wes-
leyan Connexion, by the name of Richardson, who has had a running
disease of the legs for some years, heard me preach once; she told her
friends she was sure I was a servant of the Lord, and such was her
faith, that if she could but touch me, she should be healed. She ob-
tained her desire, and is healed of her disease. Still she hasnot obeyed
the Gospel, but has turned round, persecuting those who would obey ;
and those who witness the miracle of healing, imbibe the same spirit
a8 in the days of Christ, when they said, ‘ He casteth out devils by
Beelzebub, the prince of devils.””

Another Mormon preacher of the name of Nibley, dating from Hud-
dersfield, 1December 12th, 1848, saysin the same publication :—* On Sun-
day the 3rd of December, at three o’clock in the afternoon, I was seizcd
with cholera of a most virulent kind: bowel complaint, vomiting, and
cramp, in which I laboured in a most painful condition for some time,
until the elder was relicved from preaching at seven at night, who, being
called on then, came to my assistance, joined in prayer, and then an-
ointed me with oil, and when the brethren laid on hands, I was in.«
mediately restored. On Sunday the 10th of December, Sister Morrison
was seized with the same complaint, whereupon I was called to attend
her. I administered the ordinance morning and night, and she was
also healed. Such is the way the Lord hath dealt with us.”

. But whether the patients upon whom the Mormons operate, recover
or die, it is equally a miracle in the estimation of the true believers, as
the following case, which occurred in Glasgow, exemplifies in an
amusing manner. A paragraph having appeared in a Glasgow news-
paper under the date of February 2nd, 1849, stating that two young
girls, attacked with cholera, had died under the treatment of a Latter-
Day Saint and scveral assistant elders, the following explanation was
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offered on behalf of the Mormons. It is to be found, like the cases
already cited, in the eleventh volume of the Millennial Star :—

“ The two sisters (Mary and Elizabeth Murray) worked in a mill in
Govan. About four o’clock P.M., on the 15th of last month, Elizabeth
was seized with the cholera while at work in the mill. She and her
sister Mary immediately started for home. The afternoon was wet,
and the poor girl was soon almost perished with cold. They called at
several houses on the way, and asked for the privilege of a fire; but
instead of granting their request, the inmates drove them into the
street, and shut their doors upon them. By the time they got to Bro-
ther Stewart’s (which was directly on their way home), Elizabeth was
80 overcome, she could go no farther. Here they were kindly taken in.
The sisters in the neighbourhood immediately gathered. The poor girl
was soon relieved of her wet clothes, and put into a warm bed. The
elders were sent for, and they came and anointed her with oil in the
name of the Lord Jesus, laid their hands upon her, and prayed the
Lord to make manifest his power in her behalf, and rescue her from
the grasp of the destroyer. During the night, Mary was also seized
with the same disease, but was not laid in the same bed. They bore
their sufferings patiently for a short time, but soon they became weary
of suffering, and besqught the elders present to lay their hands upon
them, and pray the Lord to take them to himself, for they had suffered
enough. The bretaren did so. They were eased from pain, and went
off so calmly and quietly, that those around could hardly tell when the
last breath left the body.

“ This case soon created quite a stir. The doctors were sharp set
after the affair, determined, in their holy zeal, to bring the whole mat-
ter before the authorities, and inflict the condign punishment upon
Elder Stewart, that all persons might hereafter take warning, and
suffer no one to leave the world without their assistance, that their
exodus from the stage of action might be scientifically attended to, and
heavy fees thereby secured to themselves. Itis truly a horrible affair for
a person in this enlightened age to call on the Lord instead of & doctor
—to put their trust in the arm of Jehovah, rather than the arm of flesh.

“ Brother Stewart was accordingly arrested, and brought before the
magistrates to answer to the charge of culpable homicide. He bore
himself nobly, faced his accusers boldly, preached the Gospel to them
in his defence, until they were ashamed of themselves, and were glad
to dismiss the matter.”

But our readers will probably exclaim that they have had enough
of the Mormon miracles, and of Mormon doctrine, at least for the pre-
sent. We proceed to detail the personal history of the « prophet,” and
the progress of the sect, from 1830 to the present time.



THE MOB TARRING JOSEPH SMITH.

CHAPTER III

FirsT PRRSECUTIONS OF THE SrCT—ExPLORATORY JOURNEY TO THE FAR WEST—EsTa-
BLISHMENT IN Mi1ssouri—THE ProPHET *‘LyNCHED” BY THR POPULACE— QUARRELS
WITH THE “GENTILKS "—Tuk NEW ZI0N—PERSKCUTIONS IN MIssounl.

Tae truth that no absurdity of fanaticism is too outrageous to attract
believers, finds continual corroboration. The learned and the unlearned,
the rich and the poor, the gentle and the simple, alike break through
the trammels of reason, and become the dupes of religious impostors,
or of persons who are still more dangerous—the religious maniacs, who
strengthen their cause by their own conscientious belief in it. To '
whichever of these two classes Joseph Smith is most properly con-
signable, it is certain that his doctrine was no sooner preached than
he began to make converts of the people around him. The idea of the
« Latter Days,” or days immediately prior to the second coming of |,
Christ to establish the Millenium, is one that has a great hold upon
the imagination of large classes of persons. Joseph Smith worked upon
this idea, and every earthquake recorded in the newspapers, every
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new comet discovered, every falling meteor that was observed, every
war and rumour of a war in Europe or America, every monstrous birth
among inferior animals, every great public calamity, tempest, fire,
or explosion, was skilfully and pertinaciously adduced as a proof
and a warning of the “ Latter Days.” He had two great ele-
ments of success in his favour, sufficient novelty and unconquerable
perseverance. His doctrine was both old and new. It had suffi-
cient of the old to attract those who would have been repelled by
a creed entirely new, and it had sufficient of the new to rivet the
attention and inflame the imagination of those on whose minds an old
creed, however ably preached, would have fallen and taken no root,
Basing his doctrine upon isolated passages of the Bible; claiming
direct inspiration from the Almighty; promising possession of the
earth, all temporal power and glory, and the blessing of Heaven upon
true believers; and being gifted with a courage and audacity that
despised difficulty and danger ; Joseph Smith soon found himself the
recognised head of a small but increasing body of ardent disciples. On
the 1st of June, 1830, the first conference of the sect, as an organized
church, was held at Fayette, which place was for some time the
“ prophet’s” residence, and the head-quarters of the secct. The num-
bers of the believers, including the whole family of the Smiths, was
thirty. Even at this early period in the history of the sect, they met
comsiderable opposition from the people. Joseph ordered the con-
struction of a dam across a stream of water, for the purpose of bap-
tizing his disciples. A mob collected, and broke it down, and used
language towards Joseph that was anything but flattering to him or
his followers, threatening him with violence and assassination, and
accusing him of robbery and swindling. He was nothing daunted,
however. With a rare tact, as well as courage, he broke the keen
edge of detraction, by confessing boldly that he had once led an im-
proper and immoral life; but, unworthy as he was, “ the Lord had
chosen him—had forgiven him all his sins, and intended, in his own
inscrutable purposes, to make him—weak and erring as he mighthave
been—the instrument of his glory.” Unlettered and comparatively
ignorant he acknowledged himself to be; but then—wasnot St. Peter
illiterate ? Wcre not St. John, and the other apostles of Christ, men of
. low birth and mean position, before they were called to the ministry ?
And what had been done before, might it not be done again, if God
. willed it? By arguments like these, he strengthened the faith of those
_inclined to believe in the divinity of his mission, and foiled the logic
‘of his opponents. But the more difficult that it became for the
preachers of rival sects to meet him on Scriptural grounds, and to dis-
prove his pretcnsions, either by his unworthiness as a man--which he
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owned, or his incompetency as a scholar—which he as freely ad-
mitted, the more virulent became their animosity ; until, at last, the
family of the Smiths, father and brothers, who all joined in the
scheme of Joseph for founding a new religion, removed from Palmyra
and Fayetteville to Kirtland, in Ohio. The attention of the little band
was directed, from the very commencement of their organization, to
the policy and expediency of fixing their head-quarters in the Far
Woest, in the thinly-settled and but partially explored territories be-
longing to the United States, where they might squat upon, or pur-
chase good lands at a cheap rate, and clear the primeval wilderness.
They required ¢ elbow room,” and rightly judged that a rural popu-
lation would be more favourable than an urban one to the reception of
+ their doctrine. Oliver Cowdery having been sent on an exploratory
expedition, reported so favourably of the beauty, fertility, and cheap-
ness of the land in Jackson County, Missouri, that Joseph Smith, after
remaining but a few weeks in Kirtland, determined to visit this land
of promise himself. Leaving his family and principal connections in
Kirtland, he proceeded with Sidney Rigdon and some others upon a
long and arduous journey to the wilderness, to fix upon a site for the
“New Jerusalem;” the future city of Christ, where the Lord was to
reign over the Saints as a temporal king in “ power and great glory.”

CINCINNATI.

They started about the middle of June, travelling by waggons or
canal boats, and somectimes on foot, as far as Cincinnati. From this
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place they proceeded by steamer to Louisville and St. Louis. At the
last-mentioned village all further means of transport failed them,
and they walked a distance of three hundred miles to Independence,
in Jackson County, Missouri, the seat of the promised inheritance of
the Saints. They arrived at their destination foot-sore and weary, in
the middle of July. Joseph was in raptures with the beauty of the
country, and his delight broke out into the following description, which
occurs in his Autobiography, published in the Tvmes and Seasons :—

“ Unlike the timbered states in the east, except upon the rivers and
water-courses, which were verdantly dotted with trees from one to
three miles wide, as far as the eye can glance, the beautiful rolling
prairies lay spread around like a sea of meadows. The timber is &
mixture of oak, hickory, black walnut, elm, cherr'y, honey locus, mul-
berry, coffee bean, hackberry, box, elder, and bass wood, together with
the addition of cotton wood, button wood, pecon—soft and hard maples
upon the bottoms. The shrubbery was beautiful, and consisted in
part of plums, grapes, crab apples, and parsimmons. The prairies
were decorated with a growth of flowers that seemed as gorgeous and
grand as the brilliancy of the stars in the heavens, and exceed de-
scription. The soil is rich and fertile, from three to ten feet deep,
and generally composed of a rich, black mould, intermingled with clay
and sand. It produces, in abundance, wheat, corn, and many other
commodities, together with sweet potatoes and cotton. Horses,
cattle, and hogs, though of an inferior breed, are tolerably plenty,and
seem nearly to raise themselves by grazing in the vast prairie range
in summer, and feeding upon the bottoms in winter. The wild game
is less plenty where man has commenced the cultivation of the soil,
than it is a little distance further in the wild prairies. Buffalo, elk,
deer, bears, wolves, beaver, and many lesser animals, roam at pleasure.
Turkies, geese, swans, duck—yea, a varicty of the feathered race, are
among the rich abundance that graces the delightful regions of this
goodly land of the heritage of the children of God. Nothing is more
fruitful, or a richer stockholder in the blooming prairies, than the
honey bee; honey is but about twenty-five cents per gallon.

% The season is mild and delightful nearly three quarters of the
year, and as the land of Zion is situated at about equal distances from
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans as well as from the Alleghany and
Rocky Mountains, in the. thirty-ninth degree of north latitude, and
between the tenth and twentieth degrees of west longitude, it bids fair
to become one of the most blessed places on the globe.”

'The longer he staid in Missouri, the more delighted he was with
the “location ” fixed upon for the Saints; and that there might be no
difference of opinion upon the subject in the church, he had a direct
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“revelation ” from the Almighty upon the subject; establishing it as
the future Zion, and setting forth his views relative to the organiza-
tion of the church, the building of a temple, the allotment of lands,
and the means of living of the people. So early in his career did this
remarkable man begin to exercise authority over his followers, so bold
and daring were his designs, and so confident was he in himself. This
extraordinary document ran as follows :—

‘“Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have
assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land
which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the Saints;
wherefore this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion.
And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom, here is wis-
dom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence, is the centre
place, and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not
far from the court-house: wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be
purchased by the Saints; and also every tract lying westward, even unto the
line running directly between Jew and Gentile. And also every tract border-
ing by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands.
Behold, this is wisdom, that they may obtain it for an everlasting inherit-
ance.

“And let my servant, Sidney Gilbert, stand in the office which I have
appointed him, to reccive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to buy
land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be in righteousness,
and as wisdom shall direct.

‘“ And let my servant, Edward Partridge, stand in the office which I have
appointed him, to divide the Saints their inheritance, even as I have com-
manded ; and also those whom he has appointed to asgist him.

* And, again, verily I say unto you, let my servant, Sidney Gilbert, plant
himself in this place, and establish a store, that he may sell goods without
fraud ; that he may obtain money to buy lands for the good of the Saints;
and that he may obtain whatsoever things the disciples may need to plant
them in inheritance. And also let my servant, Sidney Gilbert, obtain alicence
that he may send goods also unto the people, even by whom he will, as clerks
employed in his service, and thus provide for my Saints, that my Gospel may be
preached unto those who sit in darkness, and in the region and shadow of death.

¢ And, again, verily I say unto you, let my servant, William W. Phelps,
be planted in this place, and be established as a printer unto the church;
and lo, if the world receiveth his writings, let him obtain whatsoever he can
obtain in righteousness, for the good of the Saints. And let my servant,
Oliver Cowdery, assist him, even as I have commanded, in whatsoever place
I shall appoint unto him, to copy, and to correct, and select, that all things
may be right before me, as it shall be proved by the Spirit through him.
And thus let those of whom I have spoken to be planted in the land of Zion,
and speedily as can be, with their families, to do those things even as I have
spoken. :
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““And now, concerning the gathering, Let the bishop and the agent
make preparations for those families which have been commanded to come to
this land, as soon as possible, and plant them in their inheritance. And
unto the residue of both clders and members, further directions shall be given
hereafter. Even so. Amen.”

JUBEPH SM|TH PREACHING IN THE WILDERNESS.

On the first Sunday after their arvival Joseph preached in the wilder-
ness to a crowd of Indians, squatters, and, as he himself records, «to
quite a respectable company of negroes.” He made a few converts,
and had another revelation from the Lord, to the effect that an angel
should be appointed to receive money, and that Martin Harris should
“ be an example to the church in laying his moneys before the bishops
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of the church. I ask that lands should be purchased for the place of
the storehouse, and also for the house of the printing.” On the 3rd of
August, after a sojourn of less than three weeks, the spot for the
temple was solemnly laid out, and dedicated to the Lord; and Joseph
in a day or two afterwards, having completed all his arrangements,
established a bishop, and acquired, as he thought, a firm footing for
his sect in this remote but lovely and fertile spot, prepared to return
into Ohio, to look after his business in Kirtland. He was accompa-
nied by ten elders of the church. “ We started down the river,” says
Joseph in his Autobiography, ¢ in sixteen canoes, and went the first
day as far as Fort Osage, where we had a wild Turkey for supper.
Nothing very important occurred until the third day, when many of
the dangers so common upon the western waters manifested them-
selves; and, after we had encamped upon the bank of the river,
Brother Phelps, in open vision by daylight, saw the destroyer (the
Devil) ride upon the waters. Others,” he adds, “heard the noise,
but saw not the vision.” They arrived safely at Kirtland, after a
journey of twenty-four days. Some dispute, of which the nature is
not clearly known, appears to have arisen between Joseph and his
friend Sidney Rigdon before their return. It is probable, from the
course of subsequent events, that Sidney, even at this time, aspired to
greater power in the church than suited the purposes of the *pro-
phet ;” but, whatever the disagreement was, Joseph thought fit to
rebuke his chief disciple by a revelation from heaven, in which he
accused him of “ being exalted in his heart,and despising the counsel
of the Lord.” They afterwards became reconciled, and in partnership
or conjunction of some kind, and by the aid of other members and
elders of the church, they established a mill and a store in Kirtland,
and set up a bank. Joseph appointed himself its president, and en-
" trusted Sidney Rigdon with the office of cashier. To Kirtland, they
gave the name of a “stake,” or support of Zion, intending to remain
there for at least five years, ¢ and make money,” until the wilderness
was cleared and the temple built in Zion.

From this time until January, 1832, Joseph continued preaching
in various parts of the United States, making converts with great
rapidity. He found it necessary, however, to check the presumption
of some new and indiscreet converts who also had revelations from the
Lord, which they endeavoured to palm off upon the public, asserting
that they were quite as good as those of the prophet. Among others,
one Mr. E. Maclellan was rebuked. ¢ This Maclellan,” says Joscph,
“as a wise man in his own estimation, and having more learning than
sense, endeavoured to write a commandment like unto one of the least
of the Lord’s, but failed. It was an awful responsibility to write in
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the name of the Lord. The elders and all present, who witnessed the
vain attempt of this man to imitate the language of the Lord Jesus -
Christ, renewed their faith in the revelation which the Lord had given
through my instrumentality.” Joseph, at the same time, was obliged
to combat some charges which were brought against his character by
one Ezra Booth, formerly in his council, and whom he denounced as
an apostate, and as & man who, by the exposure of his own wicked-
ness and folly, had left himself ¢ a monument of shame for the whole
' world to wonder at.” His strange doctrines, and these charges against
his character, brought forward by men who had once been in his
_confidence, united to the hatred with which other fanatics more
| violent than himself regarded his preaching, created much ill-feeling
lagamst him. On the 25th of January, being then resident at a
village called “ Hiram,” he was dragged out of his bed at midnight,
from the side of his wife, “ by a mob of Methodists, Baptists, Camp-
bellites,” and miscellaneous ruffians, who stripped him naked and
tarred and feathered him. Sidney Rigdon was similarly treated by
" the same lawless and cowardly assemblage.

The following account of this outrage, the first of & long series, was
given by Joseph some years afterwards:—

“ According to previous calculations, we now began to make pre-
parations to visit the brethren, who had removed to the land of Mis-
souri. Before going to Hiram to live with Father Johnson, my wife had
taken two children (twins) of John Murdock to bring up. She received
them when only nine days old, and they were now nearly eleven
months. I would remark that nothing important had occurred since
1 came to reside in Father Johnson’s house in Hiram. I had held meet-
ings on the Sabbaths and evenings, and baptized & number. Father
Johnson’s son, Olmsted Johnson, came home on a visit, during which
I told him that if he did not obey the Gospel, the spirit he was of
would lead him to destruction ; and then he went away. He would
never return to see his father again. He went to the Southern States
and Mexico; on his return, took sick, and diedin Virginia. In addi-
tion to the apostate Booth, Simmonds Rider, Eli Johnson, Edward
Johnson, and John Johnsen, junior, had apostatized.

“On the 25th of March, the twins before mentioned, which had
been sick of the measles for some time, caused us to be broke of our
rest in taking care of them, especially my wife. In the evening, I told
her she had better retire to rést with one of the children, and I would
watch with the sickest child. In the night, she told me I had better
lay down on the trundle-bed, and I did so, and was soon after awoke
by her screaming murder ! when I found myself going out of the door
in the hands of about a dozen men ; some of whose hands were in my
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hair, and some had hold of my shirt, drawers, and limbs. The foot of
the trundle bed was towards the door, leaving only room enough for the
door to swing. My wife heard a gentle tapping on the windows,
which she then took no particular notice of (but which was unques-
tionably designed to ascertain whether we were all asleep), and soon
after the mob burst open the door, and sarrounded the bed in an in-
stant, and, as I said, the first I knew, I was going out of the door
in the hands of an infuriated mob. I made a desperate struggle, us
I was forced out, to extricate myself, but only cleared one leg, with
which I made a pass at one man, and he fell on the door-steps. I
was immediately confined again ; and they swore by God they would
kill me if I did not be still, which quieted. me. As they passed
around the house with me, the fellow that I kicked came to me, and
thrust his hand into my face all covered with blood (for I hit him on
the nose), and with an exulting horse laugh muttered: ¢ Ge, Gee,
God d—n ye, I'll fix ye.’

“They then seized my throat, and held on till I lost my breath
After I came to, as they passed along with me, about thirty rods
from the house, I saw Elder Rigdon stretched out on the ground,
whither they had dragged him by the heels. I supposed he was
dead.

1 began to plead with them, saying : ¢ You will have mercy, and
spare my life, I hope!’ To which they replied, ¢ God d—n ye, call
on your God for help, we'll show you no mercy;’ and the people began
to show themselves in every direction : one coming from the orchard
had a plank, and I expected they would kill me, and carry me off on
the plank. They then turned to the right, and went on about thirty
rods further, about sixty rods from the house, and thirty from where I
saw Elder Rigdon, into the meadow, where they stopped ; and one said,
¢ Simmonds, Simmonds’ (meaning, I suppose, Simmonds Rider), ¢ pull
up his drawers, pull up his drawers, he will take cold.’” Another re-
plied, “A’nt ye going to kill him ? a’nt ye going tokill him ? when a group
of mobbers collected a little way off, and said, ¢ Simmonds, Simmonds,
come here;’ and Simmomds charged those who had hold of me to keep
me from touching the ground (as they had done all the time), lest I
should get a spring upon them. They went and held & council,
and as I could occasionally overhear a word, I supposed it was to
know whether it was best to kill me. They returned after a
while, when I learned that they had concluded not to kill me, but
pound and sqratch me well, tear off my shirt and drawers, and leave
me naked. One cried, ‘Simmonds, Simmonds, where’s the tar
bucket? ¢I don’t know, answered one, ‘“where ’tis, El’s left it.’
They ran back, and fetched the bucket of tar, when one exclaimed,
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¢ (fod d———n it let us tar up his mouth ;’ and they tried to force the tar-
paddle into my mouth ; I twisted my head around, so that they could
not; and they cried out: * God d——n ye, hold up your head, and let us
give ye some tar.’ They then tried to force a phial into my mouth, and
broke it in my teeth. All my clothes were torn off me except my
shirt collar; and one man fell on me and scratched my body with his
nails like a mad cat, and then muttered out : ¢ God d——n ye, that's
the way the Holy Ghost falls on folks” .
“They then left me and I attempted to rise, but fell again; I
- pulled the tar away from my lips, &c., so that I could breathe more
freely, and after a while I began to recover, and raised myself up,
when I saw two lights. I made my way towards one of them, and
found it was Father Johnson’s. 'When I had come to the door I was
naked, and the tar made me look as though I had been covered with
blood ; and when my wife saw me, she thought I was all smashed to
pieces, and fainted. During the affray abroad, the sisters of the neigh-
bourhood had collected at my room. Icalled for a blanket; they threw
me one, and shut the door; I wrapped it around me and went in.

“In the meantime, Brother John Poorman heard an outery across
the cornfield, and running that way met Father Johnson, who had
been fastened in his house at the commencement of the assault, by
having his door barred by the mob; but, on calling to his wife to bring
his gun, saying he would blow a hole through the door, the mob fled,
and Father Johnson seizing a club ran after the party that had Elder
Rigdon, and knocked one man down, and raised his club to level
another, exclaiming, ¢ What are you doing here 2’ They then left Elder
Rigdon and turned upon Father Johnson, who, turning to run towards
his own house, met Brother Poorman coming out of the cornfield; each
supposing the other to be a mobber, an encounter ensued, and Poor-
man gave Johnson a severe blow on the left shoulder with a stick or
stone, which brought him to the ground. Poorman ran immediately
towards Father Johnson’s, and arriving while I was waiting for the
blanket, exclaimed, ‘I’'m afraid I’ve killed him.” ¢Killed who?’ asked
one; when Poorman hastily related the circurstances of the rencounter
near the cornfield, and went into the shed and hid himself. Father
Johnson soon recovered so as to come to the house, when the whole
mystery was quickly solved concerning the difficulty between him
and Poorman, who, on learning the facts, joyfully came from his
hiding-place.

“ My friends spent the night in scraping and removing the tar,
and washing and cleansing my body; so that by morning I was
ready to be clothed again. This being Sabbath morning, the people
assembled for meeting at the usual hour of worship, and among those
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came also the mobbers ; viz., Simmonds Rider, a Campbellite preacher,
and leader of the mob; one McClentic, son of a Campbellite minister ;
and Pelatiah Allen, Esq., who gave the mob a barrel of whiskey to
raise their spirits; and many others. With my flesh all scarified and
defaced, I preached to the congregation as usual, and in the afternoon
of the same day baptized three individuals.
¢ The next morning I went to see Elder Rigdon, and found him

crazy, and his head highly inflamed, for they had dragged him by his
heels, and those, too, so high from the earth he could not raise his
‘head from the rough frozen surface, which lacerated it exceedingly ;
and when he saw me he called to his wife to bring him his razor.
She asked him what he wanted of it? and he replied to kill me. Sis-
ter Rigdon left the room, and he asked me to bring his razor; I asked
him what he wanted of it? and he replied he wanted to kill his wife
and he continued delirious some days. The feathers which were used
- with the tar on this occasion, the mob took out of Elder Rigdon’s house.
After they had seized him; and dragged him out, one of the banditti
returned to get some pillows ; when the women shut him in, and kept
him some time.”

 Joseph, after this cruel treatment, thought it high time to absent
himself for alittle, and on the 2nd of April he started, in company with
some of his adherents, for Missouri, *to fulfil the revelation.” Although
he left secretly, his inhuman persecutors received notice of his design,
and tracked him for several hundred miles, until he arrived at Louisville,
where he was sheltered and protected from his assailants by the captain

LOCISVILLE
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of a steam-boat. He arrived at  Zion,” or Independence, on the 26th,
where he was enthusiastically received by a large congregation of
thriving ¢ Saints,” and solemnly acknowledged as prophet and
seer, and president of the high priesthood of the church. He found
that in his absence, but in obedience to a revelation which he had
given, a printing-press had been procured, and a monthly newspaper
or magazine established by W. W. Phelps, the “ printer to the church,”
under the title of the Evening and Morning Star. A weekly paper
was also planned and established, called the Upper Missouri Advertiser.
Both of these journals were exclusively devoted to the interests of
Mormonism, which by this time numbered between 2,000 and 3,000
disciples, principally in Missouri. The number of the Saints in Kirt-
land, including women and children, was but one hundred and fifty.
Joseph, however, had his mill, his store, and his farm to look
after at Kirtland ; and although, while in that town, he lived among
enemies, it was necessary that he should return to it. He therefore
left Zion, with the full confidence that all was going on prosperously.
In January, 1833, while attending to his worldly business, a schism
broke out in “ Zion” itself, which threatened, and, in combination
with other circumstances, ultimately produced, the greatest calami-
ties, and led to the violent expulsion of the Mormons from the whole
State of Missouri. The manner in which the Mormons behaved in
their “Zion” was not calculated to make friends. The superiority
they assumed gave offence, and the rumours that were spread by
their opponents, as well as by some false friends, who had been
turned out of the church for misconduct, excited against them an intense
feeling of alarm and hatred. They were accused of Communism, and
not simply of a community of goods and chattels, but of wives. Both
these charges were utterly unfounded; but they were renewed from
day to day, and found constant believers, in spite of denials and refu-
tations on the part of the Mormons. Joined to the odium unjustly
cast upon them for these reasons, they talked so imprudently of their
determination to possess the whole State of Missouri, and to suffer no
one to live in it who would not conform to their faith, that a party
was secretly formed against them, of which the object was nothing
less than their total and imwmediate expulsion from their promised -
“Zion.” 1In a letter to Mr. Phelps, the editor of the Mormon paper—
the Morning and Evening Star, dated from Kirtland Mill, Joseph
threatened the vengeance of God upon all the schismatics of ¢ Zion.”
“1 say to you (and what I say to you I say to all), hear the warning
voice of God, lest Zion fall, and the Lord swear in his wrath the in-
habitants of Zion shall not enter into my rest. The brethren in Kirt-
land pray for you unceasingly ; for, knowing the terrors of the Lord,
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they greatly fear for you.” Some of the Missouri Saints, it appeared,
had accused Joseph Smith of aiming at * monarchical power and au-
thority ;” and two of the high pricsts, in a letter written at the time
in support of the rebuke of the prophet to these *rebels,” speak of
“low, dark, and blind insinuations against Joseph’s character and in-
tentions.”

‘Whatever Joseph’s views in this respect may have been, he found
it necessary to take the sting out of this accusation, by associating
with him in the supreme government of the church his old colleague,
Sidney Rigdon, and another Saint named Williams. Asusual, when any
great movement was to be made, he had a “ revelation.” Under the date
of the 8th of March, 1833, the Lord is represented as declaring that
the sins of Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams were forgiven,
and ¢ that they were henceforth to be accounted as equal with Joseph
Smith, jun., in holding the keys of His last kingdom.” As it appears
that Sidney Rigdon was too ambitious of power to be safely trusted
among the Saints of Missouri, he was commanded by this revelation
to remain in Kirtland. The bishop was also ordered by the samec
authority to ¢ search diligently for an agent,” who was to be a “man
who hkad got riches in store —a man of God, and of strong faith, that
thereby he might be enabled to discharge every debt, that the store-
house of the Lord might not be brought into disrepute before the
people.” Joseph also condescended to forgive the rebellious of Zion.
“ Behold, I say unto you,” said the revelation, * your brethren in Zion
begin to repent, and the angels rejoice over them. Nevertheless, I am
not well pleased with many things, and I am not well pleased with
my servant William E. Maclellan, neither with my servant Sidney
Gilbert, and the bishop also; and others have many things to repent
of. But verily I say unto you, that I the Lord will contend with Zion,
and plead with her strong ones, and chasten her, until she overcomes
and is clean before me, for she shall not be removed out of her place.
I the Lord have spoken it. Amen.” On the same day Joseph “laid
his hands on Brothers Sidney and Frederick, and ordained them to
take part with him in holding the keys of the last kingdom, and to
assist in the presidency of the high priesthood as his councillors. After
which he exhorted the brethren to faithfulness and diligence in keep-
ing the commandments of God; and gave much instruction for the
benefit of the Saints, with a promise that the pure in heart should sec
a heavenly vision, and after remaining a short time in secret prayer,
the promise was verified. He then blessed the bread and wine, and
distributed a portion to each, after which many of the brethren saw a
heavenly vision of the Saviour and concourses of angels, and many
other things.”

E2
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But although the dissensions in the church were apparently healed
by the judicious step thus taken, the old settlers of Missouri caused
Joseph much alarm by the daily increasing hostility they expressed
against the whole sect.

“In the month of April,” says Joseph in his Autobiography, “ the
first regular mob rushed together, in Independence (Zion), to consult
upon a plan for the removal, or immediate destruction, of the church
in Jackson county. The number of the mob was about three hundred.
A few of the first elders met in secret, and prayed to Him who said
to the wind ‘ Be still,’ to frustrate them in their wicked design. They
therefore, after spending the day in a fruitless endeavour, to unite upon
a general scheme for ‘moving the Mormons out of their diggings,’ as
they asserted, and becoming a little the worse for liquor, broke up
in a regular Missouri ¢row, showing a determined resolution that
every man would ¢ carry his own head.’”

The Mormon paper of June, 1833, published an article enutled
“Free people of colour,” which roused against the sect the hostility of
the whole pro-slavery party—then, as now, peculiarly sensitive upon the
question of Abolition. The anti-Mormon press contained at the same -
time an article entitled “ Beware of false prophets,” written by a per-
son whom Joseph called “ a black rod in the hand of Satan.” This
article was distributed from house to house in Independence and its
neighbourhood, and contained many false charges against Smith and
his associates, reiterating the calumny about the community of goods
and wives. The Mormons were insulted and sometimes beaten in the
streets and highways, and quarrels and fights were of frequent occur-
rence. In the beginning of April, a meeting of three hundred people,
enemies of the Mormons, was held in Independence, or ¢ Zion,” itself, at
which the resolution referred to by Joseph, “that the Mormons should
be removed out of their diggings,” was unanimously passed. After the
publication of these twoarticles, other meetingswere held in various parts
of Jackson county,at which still more violent resolutions were agreed to.
A general meeting of the citizens of Jackson county, expressly convened,
as the requisition stated, ¢ for the purpose of adopting measures to
rid themselves of the sect of fanatics called Mormons,” was held on
the 20th of July. Between four and five hundred people attended
from every part of the county, and an address to the public was agreed
upon. The address stated that little more than two years previously,

. “some two or three of these people made their appearance in Missouri ;
that they now numbered upwards of 1,200; that each successive
autumn and spring poured forth a new swarm of them into the
country, as if the places from which they came were flooding Missouri
with the very dregs of their composition ; that they were but little
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above the condition of the blacks in regard to property and education ;
and that, in addition to other causes of scandal and offence, they
exercised a corrupting influence over the slaves.” The sanguine boast
and sincere belief of the Mormons, that the whole country of Missouri
was their destined inheritance, and that all the Gentiles,” or unbe-
lievers in Joseph Smith, were to be cut off in the Lord’s good time,
was not forgotten. The address concluded—

“Of their pretended revelations from heaven—their personal intercourse
with God and his angels —the maladies they pretend to heal by the laying on
of hands—and the contemptible gibberish with which they habitually profane
the Sabbath, and which they dignify with the appellation of unknown tongues,
* we have nothing to say: vengeance belongs to God alone. But as to the

other matters set forth in this paper, we fecl called on, by ‘every consideration
- of self-preservation, good society, public morals, and the fair prospects that,
if they are not blasted in the germ, await this young and beautiful country, at
once to declare, and we do hereby most solemnly declare—

““That no Mormon shall in future move and settle in this country.

““That those now here, who shall give a definite pledge of their intention
within a reasonable time to remove out of the country, shall be allowed to re-
main unmolested until they have sufficient time to sell their property and
close their business without any material sacrifice.

“That the editor of the Star be requlred forthwith to close his oﬁce, and
discontinue the business of printing in this country; and, as to all other
stores and shops belonging to the sect, their owners must in every case com-
ply with the terms of the second article of this declaration, and upon failure
prompt and efficient measures will be taken to close the same.

“That the Mormon leaders here, are required to use their influence in
preventing any further emigration of their distant brethren to this country, and
to council and advise their brethren here to comply with the above requisitions.

“That those who fail to comply with these requisitions be referred to
those of their brethren who have the gifts of divination and of unknown
tongues, to inform them of the lot that awaits them.” '

This sarcastic, but very earnest and emphatic, address, was
unanimously adopted, The meeting adjourned for two hours, and a
deputation waited upon Mr. Phelps, the Mormon editor, upon Mr.
Partridge, the bishop, and upon the keeper of the Mormon store, and
urged upon them the expediency of complying with these terms The
deputation reported to the meeting that they could not procure any
direct answer, and that the Mormons wished an unreasonable time for
consultation upon the matter, not only among themselves in Inde-
pendence, but with Joseph Smith, their prophet, in Kirtland. It was
therefore resolved, nem. con., that the Star printing-office should be
immediately razed to the ground, and the types and presses secured.
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¢ This resolution,” said the anti-Mormons, in an account of the occur-
rence published under their authority, * was, with the utmost order,
and the least noise and disturbance possible, forthwith carried into
execution, as also some other steps of a similar tendency, but no blood
was spilled, nor any blows inflicted.” The meeting then adjourned
for three days, to give the Mormons an opportunity of considering
what their fate was likely to be in case they should ultimately refuse
to leave the country.

The ¢other steps of a similar tendency,” alluded to in this ex-
tract, appear to have been the tarring and feathering of two Mormons.
Phelps, the editor, managed to escape from the mob, but Partridge,
the Mormon bishop, and another Saint named Allen, were not so for-
tunate. These two were seized, according to the established back-wood
or Lynch fashion, stripped naked, tarred and feathered, and set loose.
The Lieutenant-Governor of the State of Missouri, Lilburn W. Boggs
—a man who from thenceforward appears to have pursued the Mor-
mons with unrelenting hostility—was in the immediate neighbourhood
of the riot, but declined to take any part in preserving the peace.
Joseph Smith afterwards stated that he actually looked on, and aided
the movement, saying to the Mormons, “ You know what we Jackson
boys can do. You must all leave the country.” A Presbyterian
preacher is also reported to have declared from the pulpit that ¢ the
Mormons were the common enemies of mankind, and ought to be de-
stroyed.” On the morning of the 23rd of July, the meeting again
essembled. It was composed of several hundred persons, well armed,
and bearing the red flag in sign of vengeance. They declared their
intention of driving the whole sect forcibly out of Missouri, if they
would not depart peaceably. The Mormons saw that it was useless to
resist, and their leaders agreed, if time were given, that the people
should remove westward into the wilderness. It was arranged, and an
agreement was duly signed to that effect, that one half of the Mormons,
with their wives and families, should depart by the 1st of January, and
the other half by the 1st of April next ensuing ; that the paper should
be discontinued ; and that no more Mormons should be allowed to come
into the country in the interval. The opposite party pledged them-
selves that no violence should be done to any Mormon, provided these
conditions were complied with.

In these distressing and perilous circumstances, Oliver Cowdery
was despatched to Kirtland with a message to the ¢ Prophet.” On
his arrival, it was resolved, in solemn conclave, Joseph himself pre-
siding, that the Morning and Evening Star should be published in
Kirtland, and that a new paper, to be called the Latter-Day Saints’
Messenger and Advocate, should be forthwith started. It was also re-
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solved to appeal for protection to Mr. Dunklin, the governor of the State
of Missouri, and to demand justice for the outragesinflicted upon the sect.
Joseph himself did not venture into ¢ Zion,” in the dangerous circum-
stances of his people, but undertook a journey to Canada with Sidney
Rigdon and another, where they made some converts. In the mean-
time, Governor Dunklin wrote a sensible and conciliatory letter in reply
to the Mormon petition, in which he stated that the attack upon them
was illegal and unjustifiable, and recommended them to remain where
they were, and to apply for redress to the ordinary tribunals of
the country. This letter was widely circulated, and the Mormons,
upon the strength of it, resolved to remain in Missouri, and “ pro-
ceed with the building up of Zion.” They commenced actions
against the ringleaders of the mob, and engaged, for a fee of 1,000
dollars, the best legal assistance they could procure to support
-their case. But on the 30th of October, the mob was once again in
arms to expel them. Ten houses of the * Saints” were unroofed
and partially demolished at a place called Big Blue; and on the
following days several houses were sacked at Independence. The
Mormons, in some instances, defended their property, and a regular
battle ultimately ensued between thirty of ,the Saints, armed with
rifles, and a large company of their opponents, also well armed. In
this encounter two of the anti-Mormons were killed. Things at last
assumed so alarming an aspect, that the militia, under the command of
Lieutenant-Governor Boggs, was called out. The militia, however, was
anti-Mormon to a man, and the unhappy Saints saw that they had
no alternative but in flight. The blood that had been shed had caused
such an exasperation against them, that it was unsafe for a solitary
Mormon to show himself in the towns or villages. The women first
took the alarm, and fled, with their children, across the Missouri
river.

“ On Thursday, Nov. 7th,” says the account in the T%imes and Sea-
sons, “the shore began to be lined on both aides of the ferry with men,
women, and children, goods, waggons, boxes, chests, provisions; while
the ferrymen were busily engaged in crossing them over; and when
night again closed upon the Saints, the wilderness had much the ap-
pearance of a camp meeting. Hundreds of people were seen in every
direction, some in terfts, and some in the open air, around their fires,
while the rain descended in torrents. Husbands were inquiring for
their wives, and women for their husbands; parents for children, and
children for parents. Some had the good fortune to escape with their
family, household goods, and some provisions; while others knew not
the fate of their friends, and had lost all their goods. The scene was
indescribable, and would have melted the hearts of any people upon
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carth except the blind oppressor, and prejudiced and ignorant bigot.
Next day the company increased, and they were chiefly engaged in
felling small cotton trees, and erecting them into temporary cabins, so

“that when night came on, they had the appearance of a village of
wigwams, and the night being clear, the occupants began to enjoy
some degree of comfort. The Saints who fled took refuge in the
neighbouring counties, mostly in Clay county, which received them
with some degree of kindness. Those who fled to the county of Van
Buren were again driven and compelled to flce, and those who fled to
Lafayette county were soon expelled, or the most of them, and had to
move wherever they could find protection.”

ENCAMPMENT OF MORMONS ON THE MISSOURI RIVER.
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pendence,” or “Zion,” was the place divinely appointed by God
for the inheritance of the Saints; that, therefore, they should not
sell any land to which they had a legal title within its boundaries,
but hold on “until the Lord in his wisdom should open a way for
their return.” He also advised that they should, if possible, pur-
chase a tract of land in Clay county, for present emergencies. He :
also had a revelation in which the Lord was represented as saying
that these calamities were a punishment on the Saints for their ¢ jar-
rings, contentions, artd envying, and strifes, and lustful and covetous
desires.” Zion, however, was the appointed place, and thither, in due
time, the Saints should return ¢ with songs of everlasting joy.” The
revelation, which was of unusual length, and contained a long
parable, commanded the Saints to ¢ importune at the feet of the
Judge; and if he did not heed, to importune at the feet of the -
Governor; and if the Governor did not heed, to importune at the feet
of the President of the United States; and if the President did not
heed, then the Lord God Himself would arise and come forth out of
His hiding-place, and in His fury vex the nation.”

The Saints, however, did not succeed in their object. They never
returned to their “Zion,” but remained for upwards of four years in
Clay county. It was mostly uncleared land where they settled or
squatted, but being a most industrious and persevering people, they
laid out farms, erected mills and stores, and carried on their business
successfully.  They also laid the foundation of the towns of Far
West and Adam-On-Diahman ; but their fanaticism here, as well
as in their former location, soon proved the cause of their expulsion
from the whole State of Missouri. The slavery question, the calumny
about their open adulteries and community of wives, their loud vaunts
of their supreme holiness, their continually repeated declarations that
Missouri was to be theirs by Divine command, and the quarrels that
were the constant result, led to the same ill-feeling in Clay county,
as had been exhibited elsewhere. But before the final consummation,
when, as one of their hymns says—

¢ Missouri,
' Like a whirlwind in its fury,
And without a judge or jury,
Drove the Saints and spilled their blood” —

various interesting events in their history took place. On the 5th May,
1834, Joseph resolved to proceed to Clay county,and put the affairs of the
scattered and dispirited church into order. Having organized a com-
pany of one hundred persons, mostly young men, and nearly all elders,
priests, deacons, and teachers, he started at their head for Missouri.
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They travelled on foot ; several waggons with their baggage and pro-
visions, and relief to the destitute Saints in Clay county, following
behind. They were well provided with ¢fire-arms and all sorts of
munition of war of the most portable kind for self-defence.” They
were joined in two days by fifty more “ Saints,” similarly armed.
Their baggage waggons now amounted to twenty. Joseph divided
his band into companies of twelve, consisting of two cooks, two fire-
men, two tent makers, two watermen, one runner or scout, one com-
missary, and two waggoners. Every night, “at the sound of the
trumpet, they bowed down before the Lord in their several tents; and
at the sound of the morning trumpet, every man was again on his
knees before the Lord.” They passed through extensive wilds, and
forded many streams and rivers; and though, as Joseph says, * their
enemies were continually breathing threats of violence, the Saints did .
not fear, neither did they hesitate to prosecute their journey, for God
was with them, and his angels were before them, and the faith of the
little band was unwavering. We knew,” he added “that angels were
our companions, for we saw them.”

On their arrival in June at the Illinois river, the pedple were very
anxious to know who and what they were. Many questions were
asked, but the Mormons evaded them all, and gave no information as
to their names, profession, business, or destination. Joseph himself
travelled ¢ncognito, and though the settlers in Illinois vehemently sus-
pected the band to be Mormons, they did not think it prudent to
molest them. Having been safely ferried over the river, with all their
baggage, they encamped two days afterwards amid some mounds, or
ancient burial-places of the Indians. Here Joseph played the * pro-
phet,” and gave his followers an additional proof of the authenticity
of the Book of Mormon, and of the history of the Lamanites, the
descendants of the Jews, therein recorded. This was a master-stroke
of policy. “The contemplation of the scenery,” says Joseph, ¢ pro-
duced peculiar sensations in our bosoms. The brethren procured
a shovel and a hoe, and removing the earth of one of the mounds, to
the depth of about a foot, discovered the skeleton of a man almost
entire, and between his ribs was a Lamanitish arrow. The visions of -
the past being opened to my understanding, by the spirit of the Al-
mighty, I discovered that the person whose skeleton was before us was
a white Lamanite, a large thick-set man, and a man of God. He was
a warrior and chieftain under the great prophet Omandagus, who was
known from the hill Cumorah, or Easter Sea, to the Rocky Mountains.
His name was Zelph. He was killed in battle by the arrow found
among his ribs, during the last great struggle of the Lamanites and
Nephites.” On the next day, refreshed by this .incident, and marvel-
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lously confirmed in the faith by the wisdom and knowledge of their
Prophet, they moved onwards, and crossed the Mississippi river, into
the limits of the State of Missouri.

The following extracts from the journal or diary of one of the elders
who accompanied the Prophet, will show the influence he exercised,
and the manner in which-his singular journey was conducted :—

“This day, June 3rd, while we were refreshing ourselves and
teams, about the middle of the day, Brother Joseph got up in a wag-
gon and said that he would deliver a prophecy. After giving the
brethren much good advice, exhorting them to faithfulness and humi-
lity, he said ¢the Lord had told him that there would be a scourge
come upon the camp, in consequence of the fractious and unruly spirits
that appeared among them, and they should die like sheep with the
rot; still, if they would repent and humble themselves before the Lord,
the scourge, in a great measure, might be turned away: but, as the
Lord lived, the camp would suffer for giving way to their unruly temper,’
which afterwards actually did take place, to the sorrow of the brethren.

¢ The same day, when we had got within one mile of the Snye, we
came to a very beautiful little town called Atlas. Here we found
honey for the first time on our journey, that we could buy; we pur-
chased about two-thirds of a barrel. We went down to the Snye and
crossed over that night in a ferry-boat. 'We encamped for the night on
the bank of the Snye. There was a great excitement in the country
through which we had passed, and also a-head of us; the mob threat-
ened to stop us. Guns were fired in almost all directions through the
night. Brother Joseph did not sleep much, if any, but was through
the camp pretty much during the night.

“We pursued our journey on the 4th, and encamped on the bank of
the Mississippi river. Here we were somewhat afflicted, and the
enemy threatened much that we should not cross over the river out of
Illinois into Missouri. It took us two days to cross the river, as we
had but one ferry-boat, and the river was one mile and a half wide.
‘While some were crossing, many others spent their time in hunting
and fishing, &ec. When we had all got over, we encamped about one
mile back from the little town of Louisiana, in a beautiful oak grove,
which is immediately on the bank of the river. At this place there
was some feelings of hostility manifested by Sylvester Smith, in
consequence of a dog growling at him while he was marching his
company up to the camp, he being the last that came over the river.
The next morning Brother Joseph said that he would descend to the
spirit that was manifested by some of the brethren, to let them see the
folly of their wickedness. He rose up, and commenced speaking by
saying, ‘If any man insults me, or abuses me, I will stand in my own

'
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defence at the expense of my life; and if a dog growl at me, I will let
him know that I am his master.” At this moment Sylvester Smith,
who had just returned from where he had turned out his horses to
feed, came up, and hearing Brother Joseph make these remarks, said,
¢If that dog bites me, I’ll kill him.” Brother Joseph turned to Syl-
vester and said, ¢ If you kill that dog, I’ll whip you,’ and then went
on to show the brethren how wicked and unchristian-like such conduet
appeared before the eyes of truth and justice.

“On Friday, the 6th, we resumed our journey. On Saturday, the
7th, at night we camped among our brethren at Salt River, in the
Allred settlement, in a piece of woods by a beautiful spring of water,
.and prepared for the Sabbath. On the Sabbath we had plewehing
Here we remained several days, washing our clothes, and preparing’
to pursue our journey. Here we were Jomed by Hyrum Smith and
Lyman Wight, with another company. The camp now numbered
two hundred and five men, all armed and equipped as the law directs.
It was delightful to see the company, for they were all young men,
with one or two exceptions, and in good spirits.”

Another entry in the same diary will be interesting to those who
wish to trace the slight incidents upon which strong fanaticism sup-
ports itself. The meteors of the 13th of November, which are annually
looked for by the observers of the heavens, were to the Mormons then,
as they are now, convincing proofs of the truth of Mormonism, and 51gns
of the Latter Days:—

« November 13th.—About 4 o’clock A.M. I was awakened by Bro-
ther Davis knocking at my door, and calling on me to arise and be-

hold the signs in the heavens. I arose, and, to my great joy, beheld -

the stars fall from heaven like a shower of hail-stones; a literal ful-
filment of the word of God, as recorded in the Holy Scriptures, as a
sure sign that the coming of Christ is close at hand. In the midst of
this shower of fire, I was led to exclaim: How marvellous are thy
works, O Lord! I thank thee for thy mercy unto thy servant; save
me in thy kingdom, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

« The appearance of these signs varied in different sections of the
country : in Zion, all heaven seemed enwrapped in splendid fire-
works, as if every star in the broad expanse had been suddenly hurled
from its course, and sent lawless through the wilds of ether; some at
times appeared like bright shooting meteors with long trains of light
following in their course, and in numbers resembled large drops of
rain in sunshine. Some of the long trains of light following the
meteoric stars were visible for some seconds ; these streaks would curl
and twist up like serpents writhing. The appearance was beautiful,
grand, and sublime beyond description ; as though all the artillery and
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fire-works of eternity were set in motion to enchant and entertain the
Saints, and terrify and awe the sinners on the earth. Beautiful and
terrific as was the scenery, which might be compared to the falling
figs or fruit when the tree is shaken by a mighty wind; yet, it will
not fully compare with the time when the sun shall become black like
sack-cloth of hair, the moon like blood (Rev. vi. 13); and the stars
fall to the earth, as these appeared to vanish when they fell behind
the trees, or came near the ground.”

Joseph was now on a dangerous territory, and chose twenty men for
. his body-guard, appointing his brother Hyrum Smith as their captain,
. and another brother, George Smith, as his armour-bearer. He also ap-

pointed a “general,” who daily inspected the little army, examined their
fire-locks, and drilled them on the prairies. The people of Jackson county,
- by this time, were informed of Joseph Smith’s arrival with his army.
A deputation of them, who were in Clay county, to submit a proposal for
the purchase of all the Mormon lands in Independence, no sooner heard
that the Prophet was in the field in person, than they returned to-
wards their own county to raise a force with which to meet and
chastise him. One of their leaders, named Campbell, swore, as he ad-
justed his pistols in his holsters, ¢ that the eagles and turkey buzzards
should eat his flesh if he did not, before two days, fix Joe Smith and
‘his army, so that their skins should not hold shucks.” Joseph, who
relates this story, adds, that Campbell and his men “ went to the ferry
and undertook to cross the Missouri river after dusk; but the angel of
God saw fit to sink the boat about the middle of the river, and seven
out of the twelve that attempted to cross were drowned. Thus sud-
. denly and justly,” he adds, with great complacency, “they went to
their own place by water. Campbell was among the missing. He
floated down the river some four or five miles, and lodged upon a pile
of drift wood, where the eagles, buzzards, ravens, crows, and wild ani-
mals, ate his flesh. from his bones, to fulfil his own words, and left him
a horrible-looking skeleton of God’s vengeance, which was discovered
about three weeks afterwards by one Mr. Purtle.”

Joseph, much delighted at the death of Campbell and his men, and
at the discovery of the fleshless bones of his enemy by * Mr. Purtle,” con-
tinued his march, and had a new “ revelation ” from the Lord, to comfort
and excite his people. The cholera, however, broke out in his camp on
the 24th of June, and Joseph attempted to cure it by « laying on of his
hands and prayer.” He failed, however, to do any good, and accounted
for his failure by stating that “he quickly learned by painful expe-
rience that when the Great Jehovah decrees destruction, man must not
attempt to stay his hand.” Though he could not cure the cholera, he
endeavoured to maintain his influence over the minds of his followers,
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and impress them more forcibly with the miraculous nature of his
mission, by stating that the enemies of the Mormons would suffer
more severely from the visitation than the Mormons themselves. He
laid particular stress upon the case of a woman who refused a Saint
some water to drink. ¢ Before a week,” said the prophet, “the cholera
entered that house, and that woman and three others of the family
were dead.” Joseph lost thirteen of his band by the ravages of the
disease. On the 1st of July he crossed into Jackson county, with a
few friends, “ to set his feet once more on that goodlyland;” and, after
remaining one day, procecded with the remainder of his company to
Clay county. He did not remain long with the Saints, for we find that
he arrived on the 2nd, and started back for Kirtland on the9th. It was
not prudent, it appears, that he should make himself too familiar with
his believers. The great man was not to be seen too closely with im-
punity, for some of his travelling companions began to accuse him of
“ prophesying lies in the name of the Lord,” and. also of appropriating
“moneys” to which he had no right. But Josecph Smith was not a
man to be daunted by domestic treason or enemies in his own camp;
and short as was the time he stayed he did not depart without
organizing and encouraging the main body of the fugitives from
Jackson county, and establishing the community in Clay county
on a better footing than when he arrived. On his return to Kirtland,
his first step was to bring to trial before his church the brother who
accused him of “ prophesying lies,” and of appropriating moneys. The
brother confessed his error, retracted his charge, and was forgiven.
The history of the sect for the next three years is one of strife and
contention with their unrelenting and vindictive enemies in Missouri.
The numbers of the Mormons increased with the numbers of their
opponents; and the warfare raged so bitterly that the whole people

of Missouri were ranged either on one side or the other. In the ]
autumn of 1837, Joseph's bank at Kirtland stopped payment; the

district was flooded with its worthless paper, and Joseph had a |

“revelation ” eommanding him to depart finally for Missouri, and live
among the Saints in the land of their inheritance. Joseph obeyed
the “revelation” by departing secretly in the night. His enemies
assert that he went “between two days,” as it is called in America,
and that he left his creditors to their remedy. He found the affairs
of his church in considerable confusion on his arrival. The Saints
formed a numerous and powerful body, bat they did not agree
among themselves; and occasional seceders and deserters from their
camp -—many of them consisting of men who were ashamed of
their previous delusions, and of others who were actuated by vin-
dictive motives or disappointed ambition —spread abroad all sorts
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of rumours and stories to the disadvantage of the sect. The
great schism, already alluded to, broke out in 1838, when Joseph
Smith found it necessary to denounce some of his oldest confederates,
among others “ Oliver Cowdery,” one of the three witnesses to the

‘ authenticity of the Book of Mormon, and the existence of the gold

plates ; Martin Harris, another witness; Sidney Rigdon, his co-equal
in the government of the church, and various disciples and apostles.
Sidney Rigdon was afterwards forgiven, being too important a per-

‘sonage to be converted into an enemy. In the midst of these squabbles,

the people of Jackson county, joined by the people of Clay county,
Caldwell county, and other districts, made a serics of pertinacious
efforts to expel them finally from Missouri.

A very clear narrative of these cvents was given in evidence .
upon oath by Hyrum, the brother of Joseph Smith, at one of the
numerous criminal trials, which were instituted against the members
of the sect. It appears from this statement that at a popular election
in 1838, at Gallatin, in Davis county, the old ill-feeling having arisen
with more than its usual virulence, the mob would not allow any
Mormons to exercise their privilege of voting; and that a desperate
fight, in which two men were killed, and many persons seriously
hurt, was the result. Both partics armed to defend themselves,
and carried on a guerilla warfare for several weeks. The cry
was raised by the anti-Mormons, that there would be no peace in
the country as long as a single Mormon was allowed to remain within
it. Early in the September of that year, the mob assembled at a
place called Millport, near Adam-On-Diashman—*“and,” to use the
words of Hyrum Smith, ¢ commenced making aggressions upon the
Mormons, taking away their hogs and cattle, and threatening them
with extermination, or utter extinction; saying that they had a
cannon, and there should be no compromise only at its mouth : fre-
quently taking men, women, and childrén prisoners, whipping them
and lacerating their bodies with hickory withes, and tying them to
trees and depriving them of food until they were compelled to gnaw
the bark from the trees to which they were bound, in order to sustain
life; treating them in the most cruel manner they could invent or
think of, and doing everything they could to excite the indignation
of the Mormon people to rescue them, in order that they might make
that a pretext of an accusation for the breach of the law, and’ that
they might the better excite the prejudice of the populace, and thereby
get aid and assistance to carry out their hellish purposes of extermina-
tion.” We continue the narrative as given in Hyrum Smith’s evi-
dence : —“Immediately on the authentication of these facts, mes-
sengers were despatched from Far West to Austin A. King, Judge
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of the district, and to Major-General Atchison, Commander-in-Chief
of that division, and Brigadier-General Doniphan, demanding imme-
diate assistance. General Atchison returned with the messengers,
and went immediately to Diahman, and from thence to Millport, and
he found the facts were true as reported to him;—that the citizens of
that county were assembled together in a hostile attitude to the amount
of two or three hundred men, threatening the utter extermination of
the Mormons, he immediately returned to Clay county, and ordered out
asufficient military force to quell the mob. Immediately after they were
dispersed, and the army returned, the mob commenced collecting again
soon after. We again applied for military aid, when General Doniphan
came out with a force of sixty armed men to Far West; but they were
in such a state of insubordination that he said he could not control them.

“ After witnessing the distressed situation of the pcople in Diah-
man, my brother Joseph Smith, Senior, and myself, returned back to
the city of Far West, and immediately despatched a messenger, with
written documents, to General Atchison, stating the facts as they did
then exist, praying for assistance if possible, and requesting the
editor of The Far West to insert the same in his newspaper ; but he
utterly refused to do so. We still believed that we should get assist-
ance from the Governor, and again petitioned him, praying for
assistance, setting forth our distressed situation; and in the meantime
the presiding Judge of the County Court issued orders—upon affidavits
made to him by the citizens—to the Sheriff of the county, to order
out the militia of the county to stand in constant readiness, night and °
day, to prevent the citizens from being massacred, which fearful
situation they were cxposed to every moment.

“It was on the evening of the 30th of October, according to the
best of my recollection, that the army arrived at Far West, the sun
about half an hour high. Ina few moments afterwards, Cornelius
Gillum arrived with his army, and formed a junction. This Gillum
had been stationed at Hunter’s Mills for about two months previous
to that time—committing depredations upon the inhabitants —cap- -
turing men, women, and children, and carrying them off as prisoners,
lacerating their bodies with hickory withes. The army of ¢Gillum’
were painted like Indians, some of them were more conspicuous than
others, and were designated the red spots; he, also, was painted in
a similar manner, with red spots marked on his face, and styled him-
self the ¢ Delaware Chief” They would whoop, and hollow, and yell
as near like Indians as they could, and continued to do so all that
night. In the morning early, the Colonel of Militia sent a messenger
into the camp with a white flag, to have another interview with Gen-
eral Doniphan. On his return he informed us that the Governor’s

F
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orders had arrived. General Doniphan said that ‘the order of the
Governor was, to exterminate the Mormons by God, but he would be
damned if he obeyed that order, but General Lucas might do what he
pleased.” We immediately learned from General Doniphan that ¢ the
Governor’s order that had arrived wasonly a copy of the original, and
that the original order was in the hands of Major-General Clark,
who was on his way to Far West, with an additional army of six
thousand men.’ Immediately after this, there came into the city a
messenger from Haun’s Mill, bringing the intelligence of an awfu
massacre of the people who were residing in that place, and that a

MASSACRE OF MORMONS AT HAUN'S MILL.

force of two or three hundred, detached from the main body of the
army, under the superior command of Colonel Ashley, but under the
immediate command of Captain Nehemiah Compstock, who, the day
previous, had promised them peace and protection, but on receiving a
copy of the Governor’s order ‘to exferminate or to expel’ from the
hands of Colonel Ashley, he returned upon them the following day,
and surprised and massacred the whole population, and then came
on to the town of Far West, and entered into conjunction with
the main body of the army. The messenger informed us that he
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himself with a few others fled into the thickets, which preserved
them from the massacre, and on the following morning they returned
and collected the dead bodies of the people, and cast them into a well,
There were upwards of twenty who were dead or mortally wounded.
One, of the name of Yocum, has lately had his leg amputated,
in consequence of wounds he then received. He had a bail shot
through his head, which entered near his eye, and came out at the back
part of his head, and another ball passed through one of his arms.

“The army, during all the while they had been encamped in Far
West, continued to lay waste fields of corn, making hogs, sheep, and
cattle common plunder, and shooting them down for sport. One man
shot a cow, and took a strip of her skin, the width of his hand, from
her head to her tail, and tied it around a tree, to slip his halter into,
to tie his horse to. The city was surrounded with a strong guard, and
no man, woman, or child was permitted to go out or come in, under the
penalty of death, Many of the citizens were shot in attempting to go
out to obtain sustenance for themselves and families.”

It was not to be expected that the Mormons, exposed to a series of
persecutions and outrages like these, and in a country so utterly lawless,
should not take measures to defend themselves. As it was unsafe for
a Mormon to stir abroad, a body of them, instituted expressly for the
defence of the sect, and possibly on the recommendation of the Gover-
nor of Missouri given to them some years before, was organized under
the name of the ¢ Danite Band,” or, as they were sometimes called,
the «“Destroying Angels.” An affidavit made before a justice of the
peace in Ray county, Missouri, on the 24th of October, 1838, and
sworn by a man named Marsh, who had held office in the Mormon
church, and another affidavit, signed by Orson Hyde, an ex-apostle
of the church, alleged the following facts with reference to the * Dan-"
ites,” and their proceedings :—

“They have among them a company, consisting of all that are considered
true Mormons, called the Danites, who have taken an oath to support the
heads of the church in all things that they say or do, whether right or wroung.
Many, however, of this band are much dissatisfied with this oath, as being
against moral and religious principles. On Saturday last, I am informed by
the Mormons that they had a meeting at Far West, at which they appointed a
company of twelve, by the name of the Destruction Company, for the purpose
of burning and destroying; and that if the people of Buncombe came to do
mischief upon the people of Caldwell, and committed depredations upon the
Mormons, they were to burn Buncombe ; and if the people of Clay and Ray
made any movement against them, this destroying company were to burn
Liberty and Richmond. The plan of said Smith, the prophet, is to take this
State ; and he professes to his people to intend taking the United States, and
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ultimately the whole world. This is the belief of the church, and my own
opinion of the prophet’s plans and intentions. The prophet inculcates the
notion, and it is believed by every true Mormon, that Smith’s prophecies are
superior to the law of the land. I have heard the prophet say that he would
yet tread down his enemies, and walk over their dead bodies : that if he was
not let alone, he would be a second Mahomet to this generation, and that he
would make it one gore of blood from the Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic
Ocean; that, like Mahomet, whose motto, in treating for peace, was ¢ the Al-
coran or the sword,” so should it be eventually with us, ¢ Joseph Smith or the
sword” These last statements were made during the last summer. The
number of armed men at Adam-On-Diahman was between three and four
hundred.

“Taomas B. MarcH.

¢« Sworn to and subscribed before me, the day herein written.
“ Henxry Jacoss, J.P., Ray county, Missouri.
¢ Richmnond, Missouri, October 24, 1838.”

€ AFFIDAVIT OF ORSON HYDE.*
¢ The most of the statements in the foregoing disclosure of T. B. March
I know to be true; the remainder I believe to be true.
¢ Orsonx HypE, Richmond, Oct. 24, 1838.

“Sworn to and subscribed before me on the day above written.
¢ HExrY Jacoss, J.P.”

¢ CERTIFICATE OF THOMAS C. BURCH AND OTHERS.

“The undersigned committee, on the part of the citizens of Ray county,
have no doubt but Thomas B. March and Orson Hyde, whose names are signed
to the forcgoing certificates, have been members of the Mormon church in
full fellowship until very recently, when they voluntarily abandoned the
Mormon church and faith, and that said March was, at the time of his dis-
senting, the president of the Twelve Apostles, and president of the church at
Far West; and that said Hyde was at that time one of the Twelve Aposatles,
and that they left church, and abandoned the faith of the Mormons, from a
conviction of their immorality and impiety.

“ Tromas C. Burch.
Wirriam Hupeins.
Henry Jacoss.
GEORGE WOODWARD,
J. R. HENDLEY,

C. R. MoREHFAD,

¢ Richmond, October 24, 1838.”" 0. H. SEarcy.”
These and other statements of a similar kind, many of which were
doubtless highly exaggerated, were daily inculcated, and produced

* This Orson Hyde appears to have rejoined the Mormons, and to bave been present
at the trial of Sidney Rigdon, after the death of Joseph Smith,
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the effect of still further exasperating the people against Joseph and
his disciples. The Mormons, seeing the law broken by their oppo-
nents, refused obedience to the law themselves. They fortified their
farms and towns, and treated with contempt the legal processes which
it was attempted to serve upon them. The militia of the State was
again called out, under the command of General Doniphan. His
measures were so vigorous, and the fury of the people against
Joseph was so great, that the Mormons, dreading the general massacre
of their sect, so long threatened, laid down their arms, and finally
resolved to leave the State of Missouri and take refuge in Illinois, then
very partially cleared and settled.

The following address, which is of itself sufficient evidence of the
cruelty and injustice with which the sect was treated, was delivered
at Far West, by Major-General Clark, to the Mormons, after they had
surrendered their arms, and declared themselves prisoners of war:—

“ Gentlemen,—You whose names are not attached to this list of
names will now have the privilege of going to your fields to obtain
corn for your families, wood, &e. Those that are now taken will go
from thence to prison, be tried, and receive the due demerit of their
crimes ; but you are now at liberty, all but such as charges may be
hereafter preferred against. It now devolves upon you to fulfil the
treaty that you have entered into, the leading items of which I now
lay before you. The first of these you have already complied with,.
which is, that you deliver up your leading men to be tried according
to law. Second, that you deliver up your arms—this has been
attended to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. Another
thing yet remains for you to comply with—that is, that you leave the
State forthwith; and whatever your feelings concerning this affair,
whatever your innocence, it is nothing to me. General Lucas, who
is equal in authority with me, has made this treaty with you. Iam
determined to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to me
were, that you should be exterminated, and not allowed to continue
in the State; and had your leader not been given up, and the treaty
complied with, before this, you and your families would have been
destroyed, and your houses in ashes.

“There is a discretionary power vested in my hands, which I
shall try to exercise for a season. I did not say that you shall go
now; but you must not think of staying here another season, or of
putting in crops; for the moment you do, the citizens will be upon
you. I am determined to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but
shall not come upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act
as 1 have done any more—but if I have to come again, because the
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treaty which you have made here shall be broken, you need not
expect any mercy, but extermination ; for I am determined the
Governot’s order shall be executed. As for your leaders, do not once
think—do not imagine for a moment —do not let it enter your mind—
that they will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again; for
their fate is fixed, their die is cast, their doom is sealed.

“T am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of apparently
intelligent men found in the situation that you are;—and, oh ! that I
could invoke the spirit of the unknown God to rest upon you, and de- |
liver you from that awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from -
those fetters of fanaticism with which yoa are bound. I would ad-
vise you to scatter abroad, and never again organize with bishops, pre-
sidents, &c., lest you excite the jealousies of the people, and subject
yourselves to the same calamities that have now come upon you. You
have always been the aggressors, you have brought upon yourselves
these difficulties by being disaffected, and not being subject to rule—
and my advice is, that you become as other citizens, lest by a recur-
rence of these events, you bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin.”

While the great body of the Mormons were thus barbarously dealt
with, and while General Clark so coolly spoke of their *extermination”
as a result which they might expect, the Prophet himself, was be-
trayed into the hands of his enemies, and taken into custody, to answer
the various charges of treason, murder, and felony, which were brought
against him. His brother Hyrum, and three other leaders of the sect,
were apprehended at the same time. The * treason” was for making
war against the State of Missouri, the “ murder” was the death of
the two men in the affray at Gallatin, and the “felony” was the
destruction and robbery of property committed by the Danite band.
Though Joseph at first anticipated an acquittal upon the whole of these
charges, the mob breathed such vengeance against him that he made
an attempt to escape after he had been a few weeks in prison. His
attempt, however, was discovered and foiled, partly by the breaking
of an auger with which he was at work, and partly by the indiscretion
of his friends outside.

Hyrum Smith, in a “ Communication to the Saints scattered
abroad,” published in the first volume of the Times and Seasons, a
vear after the events described, gave a painfully interesting account
of the sufferings and persecutions which he and other members of the
sect underwent at this time, in which he recapitulated the main portion
of the evidence from which we have quoted, and added many other facts,
which are necessary to the proper understanding of the narrative.

« It would be unnecessary for me,” he said, “ to enter into the parti-
cularsprior to mysettlement in Missouri, orgive an accountof myjourney
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tothat State; sufficeittosay, thatafterhaving endured almost allmanner
of abuse, which was poured out upon the Church of Latter-Day Saints,
from its commencement, by wicked and ungodly men, 1 left Kirtland,
Ohio, the beginning of March, 1838, with a family consisting of ten indi-
viduals, and with means only sufficient to take us one half the way.
The weather was very unpropitious, and the roads were worse than I
had ever seen them before. However, after enduring many privations
and much fatigue, through the kind providence of God, I arrived with
my family in Far West, the latter part of May, where I found many
of my friends who had borne the heat and burthen of the day, and
whose privations and sufferings for Christ’s sake had been great, with
whom I fondly hoped and anticipated the pleasure of spending a sea-
son in peace, and having a cessation from the troubles and persecutions
to which we had been subjeet for a number of years. The prospect
was truly flattering; we were the owners of almost the entire county ;
many of the brethren had already opened very extensive farms;
nature was propitious, and the comforts of life would have soon been
realized by every industrious person. But notwithstanding these
favourable auspiees, a storm arose, before whose withering blast our
fair and reasonable prospects were blasted and ruined: anarchy and
dismay were spread through that county, as well as the adjoining oncs,
in which our brethren had found a resting-place.

“The inhabitants of the upper counties, jealous of the increasing
number of the Saints, thinking, like some in ancient times, thatif they
were to let us alone, we should take away their place and nation, soon
began to circulate reports prejudicial to us, and after threatening us
with mobs for some time, at last put their threats into execution,
and procecded to drive off our cattle, and burn down our houses,
while helpless females, with their tender offspring, had to flee into
the wilderness, and wander to a considerable distance for shelter.
This state of things continued until, from false representations, and a
wicked desire to overthrow the Saints, the Governor called out the
militia, and gave orders for our extermination.

« Soon after the arrival of the militia at Far West, my brother
Joseph, with several others, who were considered leading characters
in the church, were betrayed into their hands, and the day after Co-
lonel George Hinckle, who had always been a professed friend, but who
had now turned traitor, came with a company of the enemy to my house,
and told them I was the person whom they sought. ‘They told me I
must go with them to the camp. I inquired when I could return, my
family being in a situation that I knew not how to leave them; but
could get no answer. Remonstrance was in vain, so I was obliged to
go with them. I was aware of the hostile feelings of our enemies, and
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their hatred to all those who professed the faith of the Church of Latter-
Day Saints; and I can assure my brethren that I would as soon have
gone into a den of lions, as into that host, who had orders from the
executive of the State to put us to death, and who had every disposition
todoso. However, I was enabled to put my trust in the Lord, knowing
that he who delivered Daniel out of the den of lions, could deliver me
from cruel and wicked men. 'When I arrived at the camp, I was put
under the same guard with my brother Joseph and my other friends,
who had been taken the day previous.

“That evening a court-martial was held, to consult what steps
should be taken with the prisoners, when it was decided that we were
to be shot the next morning, as an ensample to the rest of the church.
Knowing that I had done nothing worthy of ¢death or of bonds,’ and
feeling an assurance that all things would work together for our good, I
remained quite calin,and felt altogetherunmoved. When Iheard of their
unjust and cruel sentence, ¢ my heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord.’

“ The next morning came on, when (according to the sentence of
the court) we were to be shot. It was an important time; thousands
were anticipating the event with fiendish jey, and seemed to long for
the hour of execution, while our friends and brethren were beseeching a

“throne of grace on our behalf, and praying for our deliverance. The
time at length arrived when their sentence was to be carried into effect;
but in consequence of General Doniphan protesting against the unlaw-
fulness of the proceedings, and, at the same time, threatening to with-
draw his troops, if they should offer to carry into effect their murderous
sentence, the court rescinded their resolution; and thus their purposes
were frustrated, and our bitterest enemics were disappointed. The
prayers of our friends were answered, and our lives spared. Notwith-
standing the discomfiture of their plans, yet our destruction was
determined upon by a vast majority, who, thinking they could better
carry into effect their purposes, ordered us to be conveyed to Jackson
county, where they were well aware our most eruel persecutors re-
sided. Before starting, I got permission to visit my family, but had
only time to get a change of clothes, and then was hurried away from
them, while they clung to my garments, they supposing it would be
the last time they would see me in this world. "While getting into the
waggon which was to convey us to our destination, four men rushed

on us, and levelled their rifles at us, seemingly with a determina-
tion to shoot us. But this was not permitted them to do. No! their
arms were unnerved, and they dropped their pieces and slunk away.
‘While thus exposed, I felt no tremour or alarm ; I knew I was in the
hands of God, whose power was unlimited.

« While on our way to Jackson county we excited great curiosity
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At our stopping places, people would flock to see us from all quarters,
a great number of whom would rail upon us, and give us abusive lan-
guage, while a few would pity us, knowing that we were an injured
people. When we arrived at Independence, the county seat of Jack-
son county, the citizens flocked from all parts of the county to see us.
They were generally very abusive : some of the most ignorant gnashed
their teeth upon us; but all their threats and abuse did not move me,
for I felt the spirit of the Lord to rest down upon me, and I felt great
liberty in speaking to those who would listen to the truth. Notwith-
standing the determination of our enemies, they were not suffered to
carry out their designs in that county; for, after enduring considerable
hardships, we were removed back as far as Richmond, in Ray county,
where, for the first time in my life, I was put into prison. My feet
were hurt with the fetters; and I remained in this situation for fourteen
days. I endeavoured to bear up under my sufferings and wrongs, but
at the same time could not help but feel indignant at those who treated
us with such cruelty, and who pretended to do it under thé sanetion of
the laws. After many attempts to destroy us by the military, in all
of which they were unsuccessful, we were at length delivered up to
the civil law, soon after which, a court of inquiry was held. A great
deal of false testimony was given prejudicial to my brethren ; but all
the testimony they could produce against me was, that I was one of
the presidency of the church, and a firm friend to my brother Joseph.
This the court deemed sufficient to authorize my committal to prison.
I was then, with my brethren, removed to Liberty, in Clay county,
where 1 was confined for more than four months, and suffered much
for want of proper food, and from the nauseous cell in which 1 was
confined, but still more so on account of my anxiety for my family,
whom 1 had left without any protector, and who were unable to help
themselves. My wife was confined while I was away from home, and
had to suffer more than tongue can tell. She was not able to sit up
for several weeks, and to heighten my affliction, and the sufferings of
my helpless family, my goods were unlawfully seized upon and car-
ried off, until my family had to suffer in consequence thereof. Nor
were the Missourians my only oppressors; but those with whom 1had
been acquainted from my youth, and who had ever pretended the
greatest friendship towards me, came to my house while I was in
prison, and ransacked and carried off many of my valuables; this
they did under the cloak of friendship. Amongst those who treated
me thus, I cannot help making particular mention of Lyman Cowdery,
who, in connection with his brother Oliver, took from me a great many
things; and, to cap the climax of his iniquity, compelled my aged
father, by threatening to bring a mob upon him, to deed over to
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him, or his brother Oliver, about 160 acres of land, to pay a note,
which he said I had given to Oliver, for 165 dollars. Such a note 1
confess I was, and still am, entirely ignorant of ; and after mature
consideration, I have to say, that I belicve it must be a forgery.

“These circumstances, with the afflicting situation of my family,
served greatly to heighten my grief; indeed, it was almost more than
I could bear up under. I traversed my prison-house for hours, think-
ing of their cruelty to my family, and the afflictions they brought upon
the Saints of the Most High. They forcibly reminded me of the chil-
dren of Edom, when the Jews were destroyed by their enemies; and
the language of the prophet Obadiah to Edom is, I think, so very
much in point, that I cannot refrain from inserting it:—

*¢¢ For thy violence against thy brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee,
and thou shalt be cut off for ever.

‘¢ In the day thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers
carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast
lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them.

‘¢ But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother, in the day
that he became a stranger; neither shouldst thou have rejoiced over the
children of Judah in the day of their destruction ; neither shouldst thou have
spoken proudly in the day of distress.

¢ Thou shouldst not have entered into the gate of my people in the day
of their calamity ; yea, thou shouldst not have looked on their affliction in
the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day
of their calamity. Neither shouldst thou have stood in the crossway, to cut
off those of his that did escape; neither shouldst thou have delivered up
those of his that did remain in the city of distress.’

“ After being in the hands of our enemies for about six months,
the time of our deliverance at length arrived. You may judge what
my feelings were when I escaped from those whose feet were fast to
shed blood, and when I was again privileged to see my beloved family,
who had suffered so many privations and afflictions, not only while in
Far West, but likewise in moving away in that inclement season of
the year.

“ Thus, I have endeavoured to give you a short account of my suf-
ferings while in the state of Missouri; but how inadequate is language
to express the feelings of my mind while under them, knowing that I
was innocent of crime, and that I had been dragged from my family
at a time when my assistance was most necded; that I had been
abused and thrust into a dungeon, and confined for months on account
of my faith, and the ¢ testimony of Jesus Christ’ However, I thank
God that I felt a determination to die rather than deny the things °
which my cyes had scen, which my hands had bandled, and which
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had borne testimony to, wherever my lot had been cast; and 1 can
assure my beloved brethren, that I was enabled to bear as strong a
testimony when nothing but death presented itself as ever 1 didin my
life. My confidence in God was likewise unshaken. I knew that He
who suffered me, along with my brethren, to be thus tried, could,
and would, deliver us out of the hands of our enemies; and in His own
due time He did so, for wkhich I desire to bless and praise His holy
name.

“ From my close and long confinement, as well as from the suffer-
ings of my mind, I feel my body greatly broken down and debilitated,
my frame has received a shock from which it will take a long time to
recover. Yet, I am happy tosay that my zeal for the cause of God, and
my courage in defence of the truth, are as great as ever. ¢ My heart
is fixed ;’ and I yet feel a determination todo the will of God, in spite
of persecutions, imprisonments, or death. I can say with Paul,
¢ None of these things move me, so that I moy finish my course with
jovr. '

“ Your brother in the Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
“ HYRUM SMITH.”
¢ Dec. 1839.”

A document of still more interest was issucd by the two brothers
while in prison, and signed by them and thrce other members of the
church. The unflinching courage of Joseph while surrounded with
difficulties and perils of no ordinary kind, and his firm reliance upon
the ultimate triumph of his doctrine, compel admiration, and would
almost justify the supposition, that he had taught his imposture so
long, and lived so thoroughly in it, by it, and with it, as to have ended
by believing it. The document ran as follows : —

R ¢¢ Liberty Jail, Clay Co., Missours.

To Bishop Partridge, and to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, in Quincy, Illinois, and to those scattered abroad, through-
out all the regions round about.

“ Your humble servant Joseph Smith, jr., prisoner for Christ’s sake,
and the Saints, taken and held by the power of mobocracy under the
exterminating reign of his excellency Governor Lilburn W. Boggs, in
company with his fellow-prisoners and beloved brethren, Caleb Bald-
win, Lyman Wight, Hyrum Smith, and Alexander McRae, send unto
you greeting: May the grace of God the Father, and the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, rest upon you all, and abide with you for ever;
and may faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness,
brotherly-kindness, and charity, dwell in you and abound, so that you
may not be barren and unfruitful.
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“ We know, that the greater part of you are acquainted with the
wrongs, high-toned injustice, and cruelty which are practised upon us;
we have been taken prisoners, charged falsely with all kind of crimes,
and thrown into a prison enclosed with strong walls, and are sur-
rounded with a strong guard who are as indefatigable in watching
us, as their master is in laying snares for the people of God. There-
fore, under these circumstances, dearly beloved brethren, we are the
more ready to claim your fellowship and love. Our situation is cal-
culated to awaken our minds to a sacred remembrance of your affec-
tion and kindness; and we think that your situation will have the
same effect; therefore, we believe, that nothing can separate us from
the love of God, and our fellowship one with another; and that every
species of wickedness and cruelty practised upon us, will only tend to
bind our hearts and seal them together in love..

¢ It is probably as unnessary for us to say, that we are thus treated
and held in bonds without cause, as it would be for you to say, that
you were smitten and driven from your homes without any provo-
cation ; we mutually understand and verily know, that if the citizens
of the State of Missouri had not abused the Saints, and had been
as desirous of peace as we were, there would have been nothing
but peace and quietude to this day, and we should not have been in
this wretched place, and burthened with the society of demons in
human form, and compelled to hear nothing but oaths and curses, and
witness scenes of drunkenness and debaucherics of every deseription ;
neither would the cries of orphans and widows hgve ascended to God,
or the blood of the Saints have stained the soil, and cried for ven-
geance against them. But ¢we dwell with those who hate peace;
and who delight in war; and surely their unrelenting hearts—their
inhuman and murderous disposition—and their cruel practices, shock
humanity, and defy description! It is truly a tale of sorrow, lamen-
tation, and woe, too much for humanity to contemplate. Such a trans-
action cannot be found where kings and tyrants reign, or among the
savages of the wilderness, or even among the ferocious beasts of the
forest. To think that man should be mangled for sport, after being
cruelly put to death, and that women should have their last morsel
stolen from them, while their helpless children were clinging around
them and crying for food—and then, to gratify the hellish desires of their
more than inhuman oppressors, be violated, is horrid in the extreme.

“ They practice these things upon the Saints, who have done them
no wrong, have committed no crime, and who are an innocent and
virtuous people; and who have proved themselves lovers of God by
forsaking and enduring all things for His sake. ‘It must needs be
that offences come, but wo to those by whom they come.’
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%0 God! where art thou? and where is the pavilion that covereth
thy hiding-place ? how long shall thy hand be stayed, and thy pure
eyes behold from the heavens the wrongs and sufferings of thy people,
and of thy servants; and thine ears be penetrated with their cries?
How long, O Lord! shall they thus suffer, before thine heart shall be
softened towards them, and thy bowels be moved with compassion to-
wards them ? O Lord God Almighty, maker of heaven, earth, and
seas, and of all things that in them is, and who controlleth and sub-
jecteth the devil and the dark and benighted dominions of Satan,
stretch forth thy hand, let thine eye pierce, let thy pavilion be taken
up, let thy hiding-place no longer be uncovered, let thine ear be in-
clined, let thine heart be softened, and thy bowels moved with com-
passion towards thy people; and let thine anger be kindled against
our enemies, and in thy fury let fall the sword of thine indignation,
and avenge us of our wrongs. Remember thy suffering Saints, O our
God! and thy servants will rejoice in thy name forever.

“ Dearly beloved brethren, we realize that perilous times have
come, as have been testified of in ancient days, and we may look with
certainty and the most perfect assurance for the rolling in of all those
things which have been spoken of by all the holy prophets: lift up
your eyes to the bright luminary of day, and you can say, Soon thou
shalt veil thy blushing face, for at the behest of HiM who said, ‘ Let
there be light, and there was light,’ thou shalt withdraw thy shining.
‘Thou moon, thou dimmer light, and luminary of night, shalt turn to
blood. We see that the prophecies concerning the last days are ful-
filling, and the time shall soon come when the ¢ Son of man shall
descend in the clouds of heaven, in power and great glory.’

“ We do not shrink, nor are our hearts and spirits broken at the
grievous yoke which is put upon us. We know that God will have
our oppressors in derision, that he will laugh at their calamity, and
mock when their fear cometh., 'We think we should have got out of our
prison house, at the time Elder Rigdon got a writ of habeas corpus,
had not our own lawyersinterpreted the law contrary to what it reads,
and against us, which prevented us from introducing our witnesses
before the mock court; they have done us much harm from the begin-
ning; they have lately acknowledged that the law was misconstrued,
and then tantalized our feelings with it, and have now entirely for-
saken us, have forfeited both their oaths and their bonds, and are co-
workers with the mob. From the information we received, the public
mind has been for some time turning in our favour, and the majority
is now friendly, and the lawyers can no longer browbeat us by saying,
that this or that is a matter of public opinion, for public opinion is
not willing to brook all their proceedings, but is beginning to look
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with feelings of indignation upon our oppressors. We think that
truth, honour, virtue, and innocence, will eventually come out trium-
- phant.

“ We should have taken out a writ of habeas corpus, and escaped
the mob in a summary way, but unfortunately for us, the timber of
the wall being very hard, our auger handles gave out, which hindered
us longer than we expected: We applied to a friend for assistance, and
a very slight uncautious act gave rise to sus‘picion, and before we
could fully succced, our plan was discovered. We should have made
our escape, and succeeded admirably well, had it not been for a little
imprudence, or over anxiety on the part of our friend.

¢« The sheriff and jailor did not blame us for our attempt; it was
a fine breach, and cost the county a round sum ; public opinion says
we ought to have been permitted to have made our escape, but then the
disgrace would have been on us, but now it must come on the State.
‘We know that there cannot be any charge sustained against us, and
that the conduct of the mob—the murders at Haun’s Mill, the exter-
minating order of Governor Boggs, and the one-sided, rascally pro-
ceedings of the Legislature, have damned the State of Missouri to all
eternity. General Atchison has proved himself to be as contemptible
as any of our enemies. We have tried a long time to get our lawyers
to draw us some petitions to the supreme judges of this State, but they
have utterly refused; we have examined the laws, and drawn the
petitions ourselves, and have obtained abundance of proof to counter-
act all the testimony that is against us, so that if the judges do not
grant us our liberty they have got to act contrary to honour, evidence,
law, or justice, merely to please the mob; but we hope better things,
and trust that before many days, God will so order our case, that we
shall be set at liberty, and again enjoy the society of the Saints. We
received some letters from our friends, last evening, one from Emma,
one from D. C. Smith, and one from Bishop Partridge, all breathing
a kind and consoling spirit; we had been a long time without infor-
mation from our friends, and when we read, those letters they were
refreshing to our souls, as the gentle air and refreshing breeze; but
our feelings of joy were mingled with feelings of pain and sorrow on
account of the sufferings of the poor and much injured Saints, and we
need not say unto you that the flood-gates of our hearts were open,
and our cyes were a fountain of tears. Those who have not been in-
closed in the walls of a prison, without cause or provocation, can have
but little idea how sweet the voice of a friend or one token of friend-
ship is, from any source whatever, and awakens and calls into action
every sympathetic feeling of the human heart; it brings to review
everything that has passed, it seizes the present with the vclocity of
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lightning, and grasps after the future with fond anticipation; it fills
the mind with tenderness and love, until all enmity, malice, hatred,
past differerices, misunderstandings, and mismanagements, are entirely
forgotten, or are slain victims at the feet of love. When the hcart 1s
sufficiently contrite, then the voice of inspiration steals along and
whispers, My son, peace be unto thy soul;—thine adversity and thy
afflictions shall be but for & moment ; and then, if thou art faithful and
endure, God shall exalt thee on high, thou shalt triumph over all thy
foes, thy friends shall stand by thee, and shall hail thee again with
warm hearts : thou art not yet as Job, thy friends do not contend
against thee, neither do they charge thee with transgression; and those
who do charge thee with transgression, their hope shall be blasted,
and their prospects melt away, as the hoar frost melteth before the
rays of the rising sun. It likewise informs us that God has set his
hand to change the times and the seasons, and to blind the minds of
the wicked, that they may not understand his marvellous workings,
that he may take them in their own craftiness, because their hearts
are corrupt, and the distress and sorrow which they seek to bring upon
the saints, shall return upon them double ; and, not many years hence,
they and their posterity shall be destroyed from under heaven.
Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against mine anointed,
saith the Lord, for they have not sinned before me, saith the Lord, but
have done that which was meet in mine eyes, and which I commanded
them, saith the Lord. Those who cry transgression do it because they
are the servants of sin, and are the children of disobedience themselves,
and swear falsely against my servants, that they may bring them into
bondage and death. Wo unto them, because they have offended my
little ones; they shall be severed from the ordinances of mine house,
their basket shall not be full, their houses and their lands shall be
empty, and they themselves shall be despised by those who have flat-
tered them. 'They shall not have right to the priesthood, nor their
posterity after them, from generation to generation; and it would
have been better for them that a mill-stone had been hung about their
necks, and they drowned in the depths of the sca. Wo unto all those
who drive, and murder, and testify against my people, saith the Lord
of hosts, for they shall not escape the damnation of hell : behold mine
eye seeth, and I know all their works, and I have in reserve a swift
judgment in the season thercof, and they shall be rewarded according
to their works.

“God has said he would have a tried people, and that he woul