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CRONSING THE PRAIEILS.

thitherward, early in the season, 3 pioneer com-
pany of 143 picked men and seventy wagons,
drawn
and children, amd the members of the High
Council, proceedel with seeds and implementa
aof agriculture.  Their roule was up the left bank
of the North Fork of the Platte River to Fort
Laramme, where they crossed the stream; and

following its course at tho base of the rugged’
Black Hills, penetrated the South Pass.  They |

were now fairly among the Rocky Mountains
Along the Sweet Water, through deep rocky
cazions, across the Green River and the rushing
Bear and Weber, and over the lofty summits of
the Utah range, they toiled until the evening of
the 20th of July, 1847, when they beheld, from
the top of the Wasatch Mountaink, the placid
Ralt Lake glittering in the beams of the setting
sun.  To those weary wanderers this mountain-
top was 3 Pisgah—it was a scene of wondmus

by horscs, accompanied by their wives |

tnterest. Westwanl, lofty peaks. bathed in pur-
ple air, pierced the sky; as far as the eve could
reach, north and south, slretched the fertile Vai-
ley of Promise, and here and there the sapors of
hot springs, gushing from rocky coventa, carled
above the hills like smoke from the hearth-fires
of home.

The pilgrime entered the valley on the 2int
of July, and on the 24th the President and High
council arrived.  Within 2 week polatoes were
planted, the site of a city chosen upon a pentle
, slope on the bank of a stream which they named
! Jordan, connecting the more southern Utah Lake
i with the Gireat Salt Lake, & fort was commenced,
! quite extensive sceding began, and with soletun
ceremonies the land was conseerated to the Lord.
When the secd put forth in autumn, an immense
army of huge black bugs came and destroved
ltlm tender bladea, and a dearth menaced the

pionecers.  Soon great flocks of beautiful white

HOT EPRINGS THRYE MILLS FROM GREAT SaLT LAKR CITY.
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binls, strangers in the valley, came likc kimd ) grain. Fields were seeded ; the wild autumn air
angels every morning, devoured the “black and warm sun matured late planted erops, and
Philistines,” and at evening soared away to their  they were blessed with plenty. The folloning
mystcrious retreats beyond the mountains. They | year (1848) the inhabitants of Kane pressed for-
saved a portion of the crop, but famine came. ' ward 10 the sulley, and Saints flocked thither
‘The Mormwns builed the hides of slaughtered | from various pointe. The New Jeruralem was
animaly for food, and dug roote for susienance | lail out within an area of four square miles,
by the side of the savagn Ltes amwng the hills. | with broad streeta aml spacivus side.walks. The
Debverance cuie. A large party came forward work of building a city went on vapidly. A
fron the Missouri region with abundance of spacious house was built for the President and

0=

FRESIDEXT'S ROUSE AND MINT, RALT LaKE ©)TY

Council, aml in lexss than two years afler the : visions were consonant with the Federal Con-
advent of the pionecnc in the valley, a conven- | stitution, governmental muchinery for = Gentito™
tion was called at Great Salt Lake City (March - residents and travelers, was put in aperation,
5. 1849} to organize a civil government. A the Mormwus themselves being governed en-
* free and independent government. by the name tirely by the Head of the Church. A territoria)
of the State of Dererét® was ordeined, and a government wes established in 1650, and in Ur-
constitution was sdopted designed to remain in | tober of that year the President of the United
force only until the Congress of the United States appointed Brigham Yuung governor

Statesshvuld erectibe settlementinto s Territery © The Mormons are now making streanous ef-
Under this temporary ingtrument, whose pro- forts to increase the population of their territoy
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to the constintional number (60.000), which : Great Brtain, of whom about 17.00M have juin-
will entitle them to = soverrigh Sate.govern- ' ed their brethren in Arerica. A large portion
ment.  To thiz cid they have sent emissaries | of them Jand at New-Orleans. and others go
abroad 1o invite the Saints to the new Zion, and  arnund Cape Hom to California, aud thenee to
a sum exceeding a quarter of a million of dollare | Deserét, where, according to Eller Pratt, there
has heen provided, for the purpase of defraying ' are now about 30.000 Sainte, ‘They have mis-
the expenses of poor pilgrims thither. The ) sionaries in every quarter of the globe—even
pens of Orson Pratt (whe has recently establixh. | the Celestials of China have heard their preach-
vd a monthly publieation called The Seer, at ing. and the seet numbers at the present time.
Washington City} their greut expounder, and |not far from 200,000 souls'  Should permanent
others, are busy in the prowulgation of their‘pr«_mptrit_v atiend the commonwealth of Deseri,
pecutiar views, andl in encumiums upon the beau-  the great bulk of these cunverts will doulilers
ty of the country, the peacefulness and purity of ' he gathered there. What will be the resalt of
saciety, and the general happiness of the people ; the consolidation of such a people. one in intcr-
of Deserér. est aml faith, in the heart of our continent.
In Grest Britain their converts are very nu- | whose acknowlmlged head is suptems in all
merous, unounting at the present time to not things. spiritual, temporal, social, aml political,
lesa than 30,600, [n the three kingdous of En- | is & question worthy of the profound steatinn
#1and, Wales, and Scotland, they hal, in 1851, | of statesmen and political ecivwotmists
12 high prirstx, 1761 elders, 1590 priests, 1336 The country inhabited by the Morons is one
teachers, aml 682 deacons. Since 1838 more | of the most remarkable on the faee of the ghole
than 30,000 converts have been baptized in!ilt consista of a serica of extensive valleys and

THE CLREAT FALT LAKE REGION.

rocky margins, spread out in an imniwense hasin, whole segisn.  The country along the Jordsn
surrounded by rugged mountsins. omt of which from Utah Lake to the Gireat Salt Luke ix very

no waters luw . 18 ta midway betwren the States

on the Misnissippi and the 1"acific Occan, per-
fretly isulated from habitable repions, and em-
bracing a domahi: * covering sixteen degrecs of
longitude in the Utah latitudes ™ On the eaxt
are the sterile spurs of the Rocky Mountains,
streiching down to the vast pluins traversed by
the Platic River: on the west, extending nearly
a thousand miles toward the Pacifie, are and
salt desertd, broken by harren mountains ; and
north and south are immense mounitam districts
unsusceptitle tu habitation by man.

Basin is more than foury thousand feet aliove the

occan, Metween the Nevada amd Wasatels ranges.
The Great Salt Lake is on the casteen side of |

an intetior basin five hundred miles 1o diometer ;
and s soutieastern shore, where the Mortons
have =cit' A is the mest fertile portion of the

teautiful, and the rumeruus stremus which gush
from the hill sidex, are cold, (resh, and apark-
ling * ‘T'he valleys aflon]l perennial pasturage,
and by early irnigation they are wale to yiell
abundant cropx.  Sixty to seventy lushelx of
wheat to the acre is au average vichl, and pots-
toes and Indiany corn grow luxuriantly. luis

_estimated that the Great Valley is capable of

gisving sustenance, frum cach equare mile, to
four thousaml persons, and that the LTerritney of

. Peserét will maintain, with ease, a milion of
cintahitants. Wikl game shoumds in the mount-

Acconling te Kane, Stansbury, Gunnisan and
others whoe have visited that rryion, the Cireat:

aing, and the streamns are filled with cveellent
fish , the climate ia delightful at all xeasons of
the year, and *~ hreathing in & real loxuey ™

* Liewtenamt Guinlvm says of O Great Sult Lake:
Thr walef in perfectly saturnted with salit, smud so dense
thut persuns Gost, corl-like, on ita waves, or stand s
pended with ense. With the shoulders expused above the

. wurfece”— The Mormons, ¢tr.. p. I,
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Southward, over the rim of the taxin, is a fine
eottun-growing region intu which the Mormons
are penetrating  The vact hilla aod wmountain-
slopes present the fincst pasturage in the world
for sheep, alpacas and goals.  The water power
of the whole mountain region is immense.  Iron
mines every where shound; and in the Green
River Hasin sre inexhaustible beds of coal. In

these great natural resources and defenses, pos- |

NORMON

trer, but teach that it is nat anly efficacions in the |

salvation of the revipient but that a person may
be baptizel for the unregenerated dead—ihat a
man way become a saviour for a friend already in
the spirit-workl.  They profess to adhere to the
rnmitive forns of chureh government and have
the several orders of officers  The cfficacy of
Confirmation, ot laving on of hauds for the im-
partation of 1he Holy Ghost, is taught, but this,
Tike 1ther rites, is variously interpreted by differ-
et reachers. In all theie miuisteations the
Monon teachess are liberal latitudinnnans
Like the Epicureans they teach the rojavinent
of all the pleasurcs of this Life.  Their church
worship s epencd and closed by the performance
of lively airs by a band of music; the revers]
ehlers join in the danees, feastings, and sports of
the people. and the whole College of Apostles
are what pleasure.loving folk would call *“jolly
tellowa.””  The buson of the church of Latter

* T reader. if dosrous of h:-r;x'nin; lt;[mlnl—ﬁﬁ Wity

ke details of Mormon theatogy, Duth amd swactsee, will
tirnl threm in the fellowitgt hooks  T'he Book of Monnon—
The Liowpe! Reflertar—T0 ‘Tiawe agd Seasons Do
trines atid Covenznta—Voice of Warmng, and ‘I'he Mil-
leomal Siar.  These are caponical, ond the writings of
Juseph South and the twe Pratts, and the Goneral Lpis-

sesied by & prople of such indomitable onergy
and perseverance as the Murmuns, we see the
vital elements of a powerful mountain nation, in
the heart of our continent, and in the dJirect
pathway from the Atlantic to the Parifie States,
that may yet play 8 inost important part, for
good o7 evil, in the destinies of our country and
of the workl]

The Mormumx hold to the Sacrument of fap-

Hafrixeg.

Day Saints offers the joys of a Mussubnun's
Paradisc to its chilibren.®

Polygamy has doulkless been practired hy the
chief men of the Church, ever <inee the revela-
tion ob that suhject to Sidney Higdon, st Nauvoo.
It was given the soft appelfation of ** Npiritual
wile doctrine.™ aud they sought 1o give the im-
pression that its practice betook of the purity
of Platonic love.  Hut the world would not be-
hieve it, althouph the inspired Prophet himself
declared it.  They stifl assertedd the purity of the
telation, even after they had founded their ixolated
city in the wilderness ; but intelligent Gentiles
when wisiting them. discoverad the wateriality
of the doctrine. - | was not aware before™ says
a recent wiiter, “ that polygamy was santioned
by their creed. beyond a species of ethereal
Platoniziy which accorded to ite especial Saints
chosen partners, called spiritual wives: but 1
now fonud that these, conteary to one’s ordinary

ties of the Pressdency in Lieseret are arknowindged as
anthoritative sommeatiaries. The et nolable  Gen-
Yie” wecounts of e Murmonn may be formd in Knne's
Lhucourse wirendy alinded 0; Bennets Histury of the
S8.6t8 ; the Narmative of $'athonne Lewis ; The Mor-
mans, Landen, 1551 ; Stansbury's Bxpeditivn 1o the Great
Salt Luke, aml Gunaisen's Murmony of Latier Day Seint
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CERENONY OP

natiotis of Spiritnalism, gave birth Lo cherubs,
and undledged angels.” No longer able to con-
ceal the monstyous faet from the world, they
now openly avow and defend the practice of
polvizamy.  They even give it the sanction of a
religions dnty a4 a means of geeater happiness
in the foture world  They teaeh that no qoman
raa atvain to celoshal plory without o hushael to
tnfrodnee her into parddese; mor can a man a05vee
wt fuil perfection without al least one afe; and
the greater thr nunker ke 1 abe 1o take with hm
the hegher seall he bes seas 1n the celestial ey ! In
a recent number of The Seer, Pratt, the great
expoumnder of their doetrines, bobdly advorates
thix practice, at the syne time cxplainig the vari-
o= puards which they profess are thrown areand
the * pecaliar institation” to prevent immoral
results,  Valvgamy is now openly practiced in
the Grest Salt Lake City, and the dignitaries of
the church have exch a6 many wives as they are
abde tosuipport  1tis said that President Young,
the Savereign Pontifl, bas at least thirly wives in
hia household ! Yet we mnst not unfairly with-
hobd the acknowled maent that, ax a people, they
practice maay social virtwes. They are tem-
purate. industrious, fragal, and honest.  They
are kinad anad hospifable to strangers ; and muny
a hall-starved nmd weary emigrant on his way
to California, has had reason 1o bless the Mor-
mons for their charity.  The surface of society
there exhibits the aspect of the highest degree
of publie and private virtue and soursl maorahty
But the poison is at work secertly ; and not
many years will elapae hefore 1ts eifects will be
seen on the surface uf the body politic.

‘fo the mind of the Christian, the religions

COXFIRNATION.

{ character of the Mormons offers a dark picture.
Tn the American patriot, the philanthropist, sl
i the Christian phitosopher, the political and sociat
aspeet of the sect awakens fearful apprehensions
concerning the tuture.  The Morimons are, o
tensibly, loval to the Federal {Conatitation, and
profess great pureity in their social relations.
Wil their loyalty survive the day of sulficient
power 1o avenge the wrongs they have suffercd,
provoked or not, at the hamls of American citi-
zens! s their allegiance to the Heasd of their
Church as Supreme Pontiff—* prophet. priest.
and king,” spiritual and temporal —insignificant
and without meaning ! Will pelygamy, nuw
openly avowed amd practiced, be productive of
no social evile, which may nrnace the stability
of pablic virtue aml the best intereste of saciety !
These are questions of vast unportance, and
comnmand our most scrivis attention.  The fire
of persecution is quenched. we hope. forever.
The puissance of public apinion, furmed on th:
basis of public vidue and supported by public
law, must enter the lists as champion of socw)
pority and uncorrupt republicaniam.  The sooner
the trumpet of the herald is heard, the better.
The seet is rapidly increasing in numbers, power.
and influeniee,  They really assume political, su-
cial, and rehgions independence of all the world.
They will not tolerate public officers amony
them, who are not of theie faith. They enact
lawe, regulate commerce, cain pumey, and du
all other whings which an independent stawe
claims a right ta do.  Assenting their saintahip
par czeellence, and consequently the whole eurth
as their patrimony, they look fur upiversal do-
minivon, temporal and spiritual.  The Great Salt
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Lake City~the New Jeruszlem-——is to be the
central capital where the glory of the eanth is to
be displayed. The walls of a magnificent tem-
ple are rapidly rising, aiul soon the most gor.

NORNON GOLD CUOIN.

geous flag that ever floated upnn the breeze ix
to be unfurled upon - Eusign Mount,” 5 lofty
pinnacle overlooking the city, as a symbol of
universal dominton, It is to be eonstructed of !
the hanners of all nations and peaples, and to be
a signal of the speedy vesification of the deeree
uf the Lord, as saith Issish: * All ye inhab- |
tants of the warld and dwellers upon earth, see

ve. when he lifieth up an ensign upon the

mountains.  And he will lift up an ensign to the

nations from far. and will hisa unte them from

the end of the earth.  And it shall come to pass

in the last days, that the mountain of the Loni's

house shall be estahlished in the tops of the

mountaina, aral shall be exalted above the hills,

and all nations shall flow unte it."

We are not prophets of evil. but deem it wise
to keep the sentinela upon our towers awake by
frequently inquiring, * Watchman, what of the
night '™

NAPMOLEON BONAPARTE.
BY JOUX 8. ¢. ABBOTT.

THE PEAE OF TILSIT.
UI’()N the banks of the Niemen, which scpa- |
rates the rest of Europe from the buundiess |
wastes of the Kuuasian empire, Napoleon arrest. |
ed the march of his tricmphant columns. DBut |
twenty months had now elugsed since he left the
camp of Boulogne. In that time he had traversed
the Cantinent, and conquered all the amica of
combiried Furope. The storms of winter had
passed away. The beauty of summer was bloom-
ing acound him.  His soldiers, flushed with vic-
tory, and adering their chiclain, were ready to
foltow wherever he shoukl Jead. But his enemiex
were incapable of any further resistance.  Alex-
ander and Frederie William, in the extreme of
Jejection, were upon the northern bank of the
river, with about 70.000 men, the broken bande of
their armies.  These troops, having lost most of
their artillery aml munitions of war, were utterly
dispirited.  On the other bank the eagles of Na-
polean futtered prowldly over 170,000 vietors.
Upon the left bank of the Niemen there is the
title town of Tiksit. It contains about ten thou-
zaml inthabitants. Napoleon bl just arrived in
this place when 3 letter was placed in his hands
from Alexander, proposing an atmistice.  Napo- |
lron hisd now heen absent from the capital of |
his empire nearly a year, enduring inconceivable /
1oils and handuhips. With the utmost candiality ;

he accepted the proflered advances. Marshal
Kalkreuth appeared, in behalf of the Prussians.
to implore the clemency of the conquernr.  Na-
poleon received him with great courtesy, and
said, * You alour, of the Prussian officers, have
treated the French prisonors humancely. On this
aceount, and ag & mark of iy estcem and grati-
tude, | eonsent to a suspension of arms, without

! requiring the delivery of the remaining Pruseian

furtreases ™

The Niemen alone now separated the belliger-
ent armies  But Napoleon, with ¢lharacteristic
caation, conceatrated his forces, reared an in-
teenched camp, collreted immense stores, and
posted the divisions of his army just as it the war
had not been interrupted.  The twa vanquished
sovereigns were now in great hasle Lo open ne-
getiations.  The first interview waa appointed
for the 35th of June.

It i nit often that the mathematical and the
poetie plements comhine in the same mind. They
did a0, in the most extraordinary degree, in the
mind of Napoleon. No one ever had a more rich
appreciation than he of beauly and of sublimity.
He feit the impress of moral grandeur, and he
well kuew how to place that inipress upon other
hearta. 'The two mast powerful sovereigns in
the world were to mweet, in friendly canverse, to
decido whether war should etill desolate Furope
For a year their mighty armics had been engaged
in onc of the most sangwinary conflicts earth has
ever witneased. These hosts, consisting in the
sguregate of more than two hundred thousand
men, were now facing each other, scparated but
by & nacrow stream.  The eyes of ait Europe

" were riveted upon the astonishing scene. Napo-
. leon fully realized the grandear of the aceasion

With his accustomed tact, he seized upon it, to
produce an impression never to be forgotiey.

He ondered a large aml magnificent raft to be
moured in the middle of the Nirincn, equi-distant
fram buth banks of the river. The rall was car-
peted, auil ymamented with the vichest decora-
tions. Upon one part a gorgeous pavilion was
erected. No evpense was sparcd to invest the
construction with the most imposing magnifi-
cence. The iwo armies were drawn up upon each
shore. Thousands of people from the neighbor.
ing country had thronged to the epot, 1o witnesa
the extraordinary spectacte. God seemedto smile
upon this xeene of reconcilistion.  The sun rose
brilliantty into the cloudless sky, and the balmy
atmosphere of one of the most Jovely of June
mornings invigerated all hearta.

At one o'clack precisely the thunilers of artil-
feey rvose sublimely from esther shore, as cach
Emperor, accompanied hy a few of hia principal
officers, stepped iute & boat on his own side of
the river. The numernus al gorgeously ap-
pareled suite of the respeetive manarche followed
in aboat immediately after their sovercigns. The
main rafl was intended solcly for Napoleon and
Alexamder. Two smnller rafta. also of most
beautiful canatruetion, were anchored at a short
distance, for the Lnperial retinne.  Napoleon
reached the raft first, and immediately eroused it
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