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INTRODUCTORY LETTER

TO THE

Hon. SCHUYLER COLFAX,
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives.

)

" My DEar MR COLFAX :—

It was so pleasant and so profitable to travel with you during the
summeér,—your amiability and your popularity so readily unlocked
all mysteries, and made all paths so straight; even Nature gave
kinder welcome to your progress than her wont; that I would ?in
go along with you still farther, and ensure by your presenct summer
skies for this story of our observations, this record of our expeti-
ences. Besides, the book, is more yours than mine. Your friend-
ship gave me the opportunity for the travel ; your favoring thought
first suggested to me the then strange idea that the Letters should
be put together into a volume; and your wide and close observation\
and your quick insight helped me to much of the material and the
statistic. So I may rightly claim the favor of your name, and the
tharm of your company, in this new and unexpected trip into au-
thor-land.

You know how strange it seemed to us that our party were almost
the first who had ever traveled Across the Continent simply to see
the .country, to study its resources, to learn its people and their
wants, and to acquit ourselves morg intelligently, thereby, each in
our duties to the public,—you in the Government, and we as jour- -
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nalists. How strange, too, the idea was to the people along our
route. They could not well believe that we did not come on a
selfish mission of some sort; some secret governmental service; to
see how they could best be taxed; to locate the Pacific Railroad;
to make a bargain with the Mormons; to regulate the politics of
the distant States,—at least to speculate in mines, and buy corner
lots. When the fact was realized, while the many felt gratified and
flattered, and showed such feeling in a hospitality that had no meas-
ure, there were some, you remember, who could not repress the
genuine American contempt for whatever is not tangible and real
and money-making; and I am afraid we passed in not a few minds
for what, in mining vernacular, are known as “bummers.”

So I could hardly realize, until I examined the subject, that there
was in our literature no connected and complete account of this great
Western Half of our Continent. People had visited itin plenty; its
whole populatién, indeed, is drawn from the East; scholars are
abundant on the Pacific Coast,—indeed, it is claimed as fact that San
Francisco and v1c1mty hold more college graduates, in proportion to
population, than any other city in the country; but they have gone
wit.h other objects than to see, to study, and to describe; they are
dealing with materialities, and, as a rule, have taken little time to
look about them, and observe the fantastic fashions of Nature, to
worship the majestic beauty, to comprehend the varied resources of
an Empire, that belong to their new Home. Starr King had written
home of a few single features in California scenery; Dr. Bellows
came back penetrated with wide and deep sense of the marvels he
had seen, but the public only got glowing address and magazine

article or two from him in detail; Fitzhugh Ludlow created wider

interest by his brilliant. but few and dlsconnected papers in the
‘“Atlantic Monthly,” on special themes in the journey; and the pen-
cil of his artist-companion, Bierstadt, has caught the glow and the
inspiration and the majesty of some chief natural wonders in these
distant regions, and spread them on immortal canvass, to excite a
world’s wonder and whet 4 world’s curiosity. But only enough had
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been written, only enough was known of the Nature, of the material
resources, of the social and industrial development of these vast
Plains and Mountains between the Mississippi River and the Pacific
Ocean, to make market for more. So we have open field for our
story, and hungry market for our harvest. So my Letters are
rescued from the destined oblivion of daily journalism to figure in
covers. * \

You will see that they bear substantially their original shape.
Here and there is an addition; here and there, an irrelevant para-
graph is excised ; but they serve better to convey true ideas of the
country we passed through, in preserving the freshness of the origi-
nal composition. They are not a Diary of a personal journey; nor
a Guide-Book; nor a Hand-Book of statistics; but they aim to"
give, with compactnes and comprehensiveness, the distinctive ex-
periences of the Overland Journey; to describe, as inidly as I may,
the various original scenery that the route and the country offer; to
portray the social and n}aterial developments of the several States
and Territories we visited,—their present and their future, their
realization and their capacity; and to develop to the people of the
East and to the' Government their share in the interests and hopes -
of the West,—what duties they had to perform, what benefits they
'might‘ hope to reap. It was a large field to cover with the travel
and the study-of a single summer; to see, eollate and digest the ma-
terials of half a Continent; but never did travelers find more gener-
ous facilities than we; and to opportunity, such as was never granted
to others, we certainly brought intelligent interest and enthusiasm,
and the trained eyes and ears and the educated instincts of journal-
ism. We certainly brought, too, independence and integrity to our
observation; and in all essential affairs, our conclusions .were sin-
gularly coincident.

So we have assumed the responsibility and earned the duty of
Truth-speaking. And on those great, pressing public themes of the
Pacific Railroad, the Mormondfknd -the Mines, I would have you
bespeak for my revelations and discussions the attentive ear of the

B
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eastern public. Neither Government nor people seem half alive to
the pressing importance of either. The Railroad is, indeed, the
great work of the day; the great want, the great revealer, the great
creator of this Empire of ours west of the Mississippi. It is cheer-
ing to find that, since we went over the Plains, labor upon the eastern
end of this Road has had a new impetus; to learn that new elements
of capital and enterprise have become engaged ; and that on both the
two main branches, from Kansas City and from Omaha, the Road is
worked for sixty miles west of the Missouri, and by spring will be
opened for one hundred. But I find no proper conception in the
East of the progress which should and inay be attained in the work.
A hundred miles a season seems to be regarded as great achieve.
ment; whereas the company, that takes more than two years to
cross the Plains and reach the Rocky Mountains, is unworthy its
charter, recreant to its generous trusts. There # no vanity in de-
manding the completion of the entire line in five years; what is
being done on the Sierra Nevadas proves this; there is only wanton
waste of wealth, only stubborn disregard ‘and neglect of great na
tional responsibilities in being longer about it.

With regard to the Mormons, too, we all saw that the time had
come for a new departure, for a new policy by the Government.
The conflict of sects and civilization, growing up there in Utah, will

soon solve the polygamous problem,—rightly and without blood- '

shed,—if the Government will make itself felt in it with a wise
guardianship, a tender nursing, a firm principle. You will see I
give a supplementary chapter to this subject, to let the Mormon
leaders strip off for themselves the thin disguise of loyalty and dis-
position to succumb, which they wore during our visit.

I rely on you, also, to enforce my cautions on the subject of
Mining. That great interest is in danger of real injury from
feverish speculation, and false and unwise investments, Of the
wealth of the regions we visited, in gold and silver ore, no adequate
conception can be formed or expr‘ed; the mind stands amazed
before its revelations; but it does not lie around loose on the sur-




TO SPEAKER COLFAX. vii

face of the ground, and is not to be exploited in brokers’ offices in
Wall street and “The City.” Patient and intelligent labor, in fields
well-chosen for their nearness to markets and to supplies, with capi-
tal and skill and integrity, are the inevitable laws of great success
in mining. The first need of our mining regions is the Pacific Rail-
road, to equalize prices and enforce morals and system in the busi-
ness; the second is improved processes for working the ore. . These
gained, and no,interest is likely to make more valuable returns for
well-invested capital and labor. A Mining Bureau in connection
with the Government is a desideratum, always provided its head
shall be a man of special intelligence and divine integrity. " A char-
latan and a rascal, or one prone to become the victim of such, would
- make such an institution a curse to both country and Government.

New and valuable mineral discoveries are rapidly being made in -
all our Pacific States; the season has been one of industrious and
successful prospecting; and we are apparently on the eve of a new
mining excitement which shall, this time, take in not only the Pa-
cific but the Atlantic as well, and sweep over the seas to Europe.
Rightly directed and restrained, this will prove great impetus to our
growth, great’ source to our wealth; but it is a whirlwind, after all,
that leaves many a wreck in its passing. And woe be to those of
us, who know the perils of the storm, who have seen the fields of its
predecessors, if we unworthily fan its power !

I especially commend, on this subject, the exhaustive paper of Mr.
ASHBURNER, the Mineralogist of the California Geological Survey,
which he has kindly added to my volume. You know we found him
the best accredited authority as to mining on the Pacific Coast, and
his exposition of Gold Mining in California and Silver Mining in
Nevada, will prove applicable to the whole subject; while his de-
tailed scientific examination of the condition of the great Comstock
Silver Vein will give encouragement to the many eastern investors
in its mines. )

In Natural Wonders and Beauties, as in rare gifts of wealth, the
country of our Summer*® Journey stands out prominent and pre-
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eminent. Neither the Atlantic States nor Europe offer so much of
the marvelous and the beautiful in Nature; offer such strange and
rare effects,—such combinations of novelty, beauty and majesty,—
as were spread before us in our. ride Across the Continent, through
the mountains, and up and down the valleys. No known river
scenery elsewhere can rival that of the Columbia, as it breaks
through the Contingntal mountains ; no inland seas charm so keenly
as Puget’s Sound; no mountain effects are stranger and more im-
pressive than those the Rocky and the Sierras offer; no atmosphere
so fine and 'exhil_g.rating, so strange and so compénsating as Califor-
nia’s ; no forests so stately and so inexhaustible as those of Wash-
ington ; no trees so majestic and so beautiful as the Sequoia Gigan-
tea;—aye, and no Vision of Apocalypse so grand, so full of awe, so
full of elevation, as the Y.osemite Valley! Does not that vision,—
that week under the shadows of those wonderful rocks,—by the
trickle and the roll of those marvelous water-falls,—stand out before
all other sights, all other memories of this summer, crowded as it is
. with various novelty and beauty? The world may well be challenged
to match, in single sweep of eye, such impressive natural scenery as
this. Professor WHITNEY tells us that higher domes of rock and
deeper chasms are scattered along the Sierras, farther down the
range; but he also testifies that, in combination and in detail, in va-
riety and majesty and beauty of rock formations, and in accompany-
ing water-falls, there is no rival to, no second Yosemite. You will
be interested in Professor WHITNEY’S more detailed account of the
Valley, and his suggestions as to its creation, which are appénded
to my Letters. They are from his just issued second volume of the
Reports of the Geological Survey of California, which, if suffered
to be completed as begun, will present a complete scientific account,
in aggregate and in detail, of “that wonderful State, and be the
guide to all her future development. The Yosemite Valley ought to
be more known in the East, also, through the marvelous photographs
of Mr. WATKINS of San Francisco; he has made a specialty of
these views, and, besides producing the finegt photographs of scenery
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that I know of .anywhere, he gives to those who see them very im-
pressive ideas of the distinctive features of this really wonderful
valley. ' )

Other Special Papers accompany the Volume and help to give it
completeness on certain points. You will pardon me for taking
some extracts from your Speeches on the journey; and I must make
my peace with the public for not giving more. There is a valuable
Letter by a friend, describing the stage ride through Idaho and its
various Mines, which we were forced so reluctantly to omit. A
Map, too, is improvised, by which the, reader can follow our travels,
and see the general “lay of the land” beyond the Mississippi. The
Map is corrected according to the latest surveys, and defines the
present limits of the Territories, and the locations of the principal
Mining Centers.

There will be many to come after us in this Summer’s Journey,
partly inspired by the pleasure of our experience, chiefly incited by
the increased smoothness of the ways. The projecting arms of
the Continental Railway will rapidly shorten the distance at both
ends. Rival and improved stage lines, new and pleasanter stage
routes, surer and better accommodations at the stations, more fre-
quent opportunities for rest, all will speedilf come, with protection
from the Indians, which Government cannot longer neglect; and
even another season, I anticipate such facilities for the Overland
Passage, as will invite hundreds where one has heretofore gone, and -
make @e journey as comfortable and convenient for ladies even, as
it will be safe and instructive for all. ®*Great as the triumphs of
staging which our experience has witnessed this summer, they are
but the taste and the forerunner of what will be organized and per-
fected for the Overland Travel within two years.

But will any of our successors share such welcome, receive such
hospitality, as was ours? It can hardly be. The thought of it all,
its extent and its unexpectedness, produces a sense of unsatisfying
gratitude. I have done what I could, in these Letters, to repay this
wide-spread kindness, by making the country, its people and its in-
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terests better known to the East. They need nothing but the
Truth,—none of them asked us to tell other than the Truth. And
yet it were impossible adequately to represent all the strange feat-
ures, all the rare capacities of this new half of our Nation. So,
with a margin still agains't me, let this book go through you to our
friends and benefactors of the Mountains and the Pacific Coast;
from bluff Ben Holladay and his gallant knight, Otis, under whose
banners we ventured out among the Indians from the Missouri
River, on throygh Saint and Sinner, Gentile and Mormon, Miner
and Farmer, gallant men and ladies fair, who gave us everywhere
welcome to store of knowledge, to every material comfort, to every
divine humanity of head and heart,—on to our tender friends, who
dried their wet handkerchiefs in the morning breeze before the fading
eyes of my wifeless companions, as we swept out the Golden Gate,
on that cool September day; farther on, indeed, to the gallant saxl
ors, who bore us on summer seas down the Continent’s side, and
back its mate, to Home!
And for you and me, my friend,— . .

“When you next do ride abroad,
May I be there to see!”

I am, yours, very faithfully,
SAMUEL BOWLES.

SPRINGFIELD, MaAss,, ®
December 25, 1865, :



- INDEX TO CONTENTS.

LETTER 1.

: P,

FROM MASSACHUSETTS TO THE MISSOURI—The Railroad Ride
behind; the Stage Ride before—Spanning the Continent—Vitality of
Men of the West—The Chicago Wigwam five years ago: History
since—Cleveland and Chicago, and their new Life—Atchison and its

- History and its Position—Pomeroy and Stringfellow—The Trade
over the Plains—Speaker Colfax and his party for the Overland
Journey—The Indians break the Line—Senator Foster and the
Indian Question—Agriculture in the West—Coach off: Good-bye, . .

LETTER II.

FROM THE MISSOURI TO THE PLATTE.—Atchison to Fort Kear-
ney through Kansas and Nebraska—General Connor and no Indians
—The “Galvanized Yankee ” S8oldiers—How we, Rode—The Country
and its Fascinations—The Scenery and the Atmosphere-The Mod-
ern Caravans on the Plains—A Storm of Thunder and Lightning and
Hail, and how we weatheredit, . ... .coccvvevocerveranes

LETTER IIT,

THROUGH THE PLAINS TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.—A con-
tinuous five days’ Stage Ride—The Plains the great National Pas-
ture—The Platte River—Climate and Soil—Natural Highway across

. the Continent—A natural Road-bed—Population of the Region—
How we Fared—Prices on the Plains and at Denver—“The noble
Red Man,” and our Preparations for him—Life and Death on the

'AGE.

10

Plains—The Prairie Dogs and their Companions—~The Alkali Wa- .

ter—Parting Breakfast with General Connor &t Julesburg—His Posi-
tion and History—Receptionat Denver, « « . o c e cveeoeranenn

LETTER IV.

THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS AND THEIR GOLD MINES.—A Week
among the Mountains and in the Mines—The Switzerland of Amer-
jca—Long’s Peak and Pike’s Peak—Bierstadt’s “8torm in the Rocky
Mountains”~Theater of the Gold Development on Clear Creek—

18



xii INDEX TO CONTENTS.

PAGE.
Central City, Black Hawk, Nevada—Condition and Prospects of the
Business—Mysteries of the Sulphurites—Speculating Companies—
The Gold Production of Colorado—Reports from Idaho and Mon-
tana—The United States the Treasury of the World—Questions of
the Futurey, ¢ « « v 0 o o oot veeceer e cesesesesansas 3

LETTER V.

OF PERSONS, NOT THINGS.—Reception in Colorado—Grand Gala
Supper to Mr. Colfax—Pen Portraits of the Party: Mr. Colfax, Gov-
ernor Bross, Mr. Richardson, Mr.Otis—Social Life in the Rocky
Mountains—The Young Men and the Young Women—Ben Holladay
and his Stages—Famous Rides acrossthe Plaing, « « . « cocv0v .. 43

LETTER VI

SIINDAY IN THE MOUNTAINS.—Broad Church in the West—Mr.
“Lo, the poor Indian”—A Day and a Night at Virginia Dale; its
Scenery and its Landlady—Colorado and its People—Movement for
State Government—A Mining Story : General Fitz John Porter, Smith
and Parmelee, Judge Harding—Lack of “Help” in the Homes—The
Blossoming of Eastern Fashions—Lack of Horticulture—Necessity
.of Irrigation—Canned Fruits and Vegetables—Prices of Food in Col-
orado and Montana—Vernacular of the Mountains, . . . . e ¢ e.... 56

"LETTER VIL

FROM DENVER TO SALT LAKE—-THROUGH THE ROCKY MOUN-
TAINS.—The Indians in our Path—Robberies and Murders on the
Stage Line—What shall be done with them?—The Quaker Policy
versus General Connor’s Policy—Our Escape and our Faith—Wild
Game on the Route: Antelopes, Elk, Trout, Bears, Sage Hens, etc.—
The Desert of the Mountains—The S8age Brush—The Bitter Creek
Country—Through Bridger’s Pass to the Pacific Slopes—A Night Ride
over the Pass—The Curidus Architecture of Winds and Sands—The
“Church Butte,” and its Wonders—Fort Bridger—Arrival at Great
Salt Lake City, . . . . ... csceececccaaraassaan ceeeeaes 8T

LETTER VIII.

THE WAY INTO UTAH: RECEPTION BY THE MORMONS.—Ba-
sin of the Great Salt Lake—The Home of the Mormons—Their
Triumphs—Ride among the Wasatch Mountains—Playing Snowball
dmong Flowers—Yellow the Favorite Color of Nature—Echo Can-
yon: its Beauties and its Ruins—The Valley of the Jordan—The
City of Salt Lake: its Location and its Promise—Mr. Colfax’s Re-
ception by Soldier and Saint—The Hospitality of the Mormons—
Excursion to Great Salt Lake—Strawberries and a Mormon Harem—
Interview with Brigham Young: How he Looked and Acted—Heber
C. Kimball, Dr. Bernhisel and other Church Elders—The Anti
Mormons, or Gentiles, and what they are Doing—Death of Governor
DOtyy ¢« et ee s et tenteat s eras ettt ansaaectstenn 79




INDEX TO CONTENTS. xiii

LETTER IX. " pacr.

MORMON MATERIALITIES.—Irrigation and its Results—The Salt
Lake City Gardens—Wonderful Crops of Grain—The Mysteries of
Great Salt Lake—Extent of the Mormon Settlements—Navigation
of the Colorado River—Supplies for Utah by that Route—Policy of
the Mormons as to Agriculture and Mines—The Silver Mines in
Utah—The Soldiers at Work on Them—Visit to Rush Valley and
BOCKDOD, » « o v 04 e v e s mnoeeaansasennaessoanenaeans 89

LETTER X.

SALT LAKE CITY AND LIFE THERE.—The Chief Commercial City
of the Mountains, and the Watering-Place of the Continent—Its
Hot Sulphur Springs, and its Salt Lake: their Characteristics and
their Uses—The Present Status of the City—Profits of its Mer-
chants—Prices of Goods there—Dinner Party at a Mormon Mer-
chant’s—Brigham Young’s Theater—A Special Dr tic Perform-

" ance—Brigham Young on “a Good Thing,” .. .. .cveuneesen. 08

LETTER XI.

THE POLYGAMY QUESTION.—Our Opportunities for Studying the
Mormons—Testimony from all Interests and Parties—Conclusions—
Morm¢aism not necessarily Polygamy—The Latter sure to fall Be-
fore th Progress of Democracy—Present Duty of the Government
towards he Question—Most of the Federal Officers in the Territory
Polygamists—An Important Distinction—Conversation with Brig-
ham Young on Polygamy—Points of the Discussion—Suggestion of
a new Revelation against Polygamy—Views of Young as to Slavery

.and the Rebels—A Sardonic Face, .............. ceeean .. 105

. LETTER XII.

THE MORMON WIVES: OUR LAST DAY IN SALT LAKE CITY.—
The Mormon Women and Polygamy—How they Live Together—
The Children and the Schools—The Soldiers Stealing the Surplus
‘Wives—Neglect of their Poor by the Mormons—Character of the
Mormon Church Audiences—Services at the Tabernacle—Preaching
by Brigham Young—Their Religion a Coarse Materialism—Mr. Col-
fax’s Eulogy on President Lincoln—Elections in Utah—Judge Kin-
ney and Captain Hooper—Good-Bye to Salt Lake, . . .. ¢.....114

"LETTER XIIL

SOCIAL LIFE AMONG THE MORMONS.—The Cross Relationships
of Polygamy—Brigham Young’s Wives—Going to Heaven by the
Coat-Tails of the Men—Wives the Reward of Merit—Polygamy “a
good thing” for Poor Men—Brigham Young’s Retinue—No Hand-
some Women among tite Mormons—Brigham Young’s Children—
The Soldiers and the Mormons—General Connor and Brigham
Young—Porter Rockwell, the Avenger—The Movement towards the
Bandmchlslands, T 0 1




xiv INDEX TO CONTENTS.

LETTER XIV. pacE.

THE RIDE THROUGH THE SAGE BRUSH AND THE GREAT
BASIN.—The Great Desert Basin of Utah and Nevada, and its Char-
acteristics—A Quick Btage Ride through its Alkali Dust and over ita
Mountains—The Taint of the Alkali—Experiences of the Ride—
Greeley and Hank Monk—Problems as to the Culture of this Re-
gion—Its Redeeming Beauties !n Mountains, in Atmosphere, and in
Exhilarating Breeze, «..coevvein... I I .11

LETTER XV.

THE SILVER MINES OF NEVADA: AUSTIN AND VIRGINIA
CITY.—Nevada the Child of California—Austin: its Location; its
Soecial and Material Development—Classics in a Cellar—The Silver
Mines in and about Austin—Character of the Ore—Mills—Improve-
ments and Expenses—~New Mining Discoveries—Virginia and its
History and Mines—The Famous Comstock Ledge—The Gould &
Curry Mine, and its Statisti Its Superintendent, Mr. Charles L.

* Btrong—The Ophir, Savage, Empire, Yellow Jacket, and other
Mines—Cost and Profit of the Virginia Ores—Number of Quarts .
Mills on the Comstock Ledge—California’s Account with Nevada—

" Conclusions as to the Nevada Mines—Advice to Capitalists—A Rhode
Island Example in Colorado—Doubtful Things Very Uncertain—
Profanity Discouraged, .. « « o v e v e vecreeensassoes  o.. 141

LETTER XVI.

THE CONTINENT ACROSS.—The Ride over the Sierras—The Great
Ride Finished—8till the same Republie, the same Flag—Wonderful
Homogeneity of the American People—The Civilization of S8an
Francisco and the Pacific Coast—The Material Prospects of City and
Country—The Last Day in Nevada—Valleys of the Truckee, Washoe, -
and Carson—Steamboat Springs—Reception at .Carson City—The
Sierra Nevadas and their Beauties—Lake Tahoe—The Stage Ride
over the Mountains from Lake Tahoe to Placerville—Hard and
Watered Roads and Fast Horses—First Views of California Life, . . 158

LETTER XVII.

OVERLAND TO OREGON.—A Pleasant Revelation in Oregon—The
Overland Ride from California—Up the Sacramento Valley—Chico—
General Bidwell and his Farm—Red Bluffs and the Family of John
Brown—The Trinity, Klamath, Rogue, and Umpqua Rivers—Shasta
and Yreka—The Tower House and its Proprietor—Mount S8hasta and
its Snow Fields—Jacksonville and ite Gold Diggings—Pilot Knob—
The Forests—Pines and Firs—Oak Groves—The Mistletoe and the
Spanish Moss—Joe Lane and Jesse Applegate—Farming in the Ump-
qua Valley—Entrance to the Willamette Valley—Its Agricultural
Wealth and its Rural Beauties—The Agriculture of Oregon—The
Rains—The Summers and the Winters—The Towns and the People of
the Willamette Valley—Portland : its Location and its Importance, . 169




INDEX TO CONTENTS. XV

-

LETTER XVIIL paca.

THE COLUMBIA RIVER: ITS SCENERY AND ITS COMMERCE.—
The Reach and Importance of the Columbia—Its Breach Through
the Continental Mountains—Fort Vancouver and its History—Gen-
eral Grant 88 Remembered Here—The Cascades—The Dalles—The
Scenery of Mountain and River—Steamboats on the Upper Colum- ,
bis—A Bit of Priyate Fun—The Scenery of the Columbia as com-
pared with the Hudson,the Rhine and the Upper Mississippi—
Mount Hood—The Great Mountain of Oregon—The Highest Peaks
of the United States—The Oregon Steam Navigation Company—Ite
Rise, Progressand Purposes—Oregon’s Pacific Railroad Cut Offi—New
Route to the Carribou COuntry—Summmg Up of Oregon—Its People
and Their Promise, . . . . . . . . P -7 W

LETTER XIX.
THROUGH WASHINGTON TERRITORY.—From Portland to Monti-
cello by Steamer—A Rough Road—A Hard Ride through the For-
ests—Ferns, Blackberries and Snakes—Skookem Chuck—Olympia
and Reception there—Pacific Tribute to the Stomach—Basis for a
¢ Religious Superstructure—Washington Territory—Its Namejand its .
Capabilities, ««eoeeevreiertrininierersercneeensa., 108

LETTER XX. :

PUGET’S SOUND AND VANCOUVER'S ISLAND.—Great Lumber
Markel for the Pacific Coast—Saw-Mills and Ships on the Sound—
Victoria, and its English Features—British Taxes and Expendi-
tures—Frazer River Gold Diggings—Proseperity of Victoria—Depot
of the Hudson Bay Company—Grand Dinner to Mr. Colfax—The
San Juan Boundary Question—Summer Gardens under the Perpetual
Snows—The Pacific Coast Climate versus that of New England, . . . . 204

LETTER XXI. .

SAN FRANCISCO: MR. COLFAX, AND HIS RECEPTION IN THE
PACIFIC STATES.—Back to Frisco—Its Fascinations and its In-
comparable Climate—The Town always “in the Draft”—The Loss
of the Bteamer Brother Jonathan—S8peaker Colfax’s Tour Complete
—His Reception Described and Analyzed—His Speeches—The Mex-
ican Question—His 8peech at Victoria—Governor Bross and Mr.
Richardson, .............. [ R 4

) LETTER XXII.

THE YOSEMITE VALLEY AND THE BIG TREES.—First Impres-
sions—The Great Natural Wonders and Beauties of the Western
‘World—Distinguishing Features of the Valley—The Verdure of the
Valley—Where the Zebra and Dr. Bellows’ Church were Borrowed
from—Various Shapes of the Mountain Rocks—The Water-falls of
the Valley—The Journey to the Yosemite—Cession of the Valley
and the Big Trees to the State of California—Our Party and its
Experiences—The Excursion to the Big Trees: their Size: their
Age: their Beauty: their Majesty, « - « « « c v evovvesesvnrs.. 228

-
-~



xvi INDEX TO CONTENTS.

LETTER XXIII PAGE.

THE CHINESE ON THE PACIFIC COAST: OUR GRAND DINNER
WITH THEM.—Number of Chinese Emigrants—What they Do—
Raising Vegetables—Building the Pacific Railway—Servants in
Families and Gleaners in the Coal Fields—How the White Men

* Treat them—Their Habits—Their Religion—Their Vices—How they
are to be Reformed—The Chinese versus the Irish and the African
—Chinese Merchants—Their Intelligence and their Honesty—A Din-
ner with them—Specimen of Chinese Pigeon-English—How the
Dinner Began, and how it Went On— The Chopsticks, and the

Food—The Writer Rescued by the Police, and Taken Out to gef ™~
‘ 238

“Something to Eat,”......... Ceeeeaaaas cecesasens .

LETTER XXIV.

THE GREAT THEME: THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.—How its Need is
Felt—Anxiety for its Construction—The Hunger for “ Home”—The
Condition and Prospects of the Enterprise—Where Timber and
Fuel are to come from—Routes over the Rocky Mountains—From
Salt Lake to the Sierra Nevadas—What the Government has Done—
What the People are doing at each End—Lack of Enterprise and
Progress at the East—Superior Zeal and Progress at the West—Rival
Routes over the Sierras—The Wagon Roads and their Business—
Mr. T. D. Judah and his Route for the Railroad—Rapid Progress up
the Mountains—Four Thousand Chinese Laborers at Work—Five
Years Long Enough to Complete the Whole Line—Appeal to the

MenoftheEast, « .oveveerevuienennan .255

LETTER XXV.
COUNTRY EXCURSIONS: THE GEYSERS, VINEYARDS AND
AGRICULTURE.—The Valleys of the Coast Range—How California
is Constructed—Oakland—Fred Law Olmsted and Major Ralph W.
Kirkham—The 8an Jose Valley and its Beauties—Excursion to the
Geysers—Petaluma—Russian River Valley—Healdsburg—A Rare
Whip and a Rare Drive—The Geysers Themselves—The Embodi-
ment of Hell—-The Country in the Neighborhood—Napa Valley—
—Calistoga and Warm S8prings—Sonoma Valley and its Vineyards—
California Wines—Champagne the Mother’s Milk in California—Fa~

cilities for Agriculture in California—Illustrative Crops, . ..... . 274

LETTER XXVI.

OF SAN FRANCIBCO: BUSINESS MATTERS.—How San Francisco
is Located—Its Sand Hills and their Fickleness—Lone Mountain
Cemetery—The City Gardens—Contrasts in Business and Social Life—
Character of the Business Men—The Bankers—The Bank of Cali-
fornia—The Wells & Fargo Express and its Various Business—How
it Rivals the Government in Carrying Letters—The Machine Shops
and the Woolen Manufacturers—The Mission Woolen Mills and
their Success with Chinese Labor—Cotton Manufactory and Other

Industrial Enterprises—The Commerce of 8an Francisco,. ... ... 288



INDEX TO CONTENTS. xvii

LETTER XXVII. PAGE.

MINING IN CALIFORNIA: ITS VARIETIES, RESULTS, AND
PROSPECTS.—Present Yield of the Mines of the Pacific States—
Processes and Progress of Gold Seeking—The Soil Washings, the
Deep Diggings, and Hydraulic Mining—6Great Enterprises of the
Latter—The Large Results—The Waste of Nature by Mining—* Yuba
Dam” and its Anecdote—The Quartz Mining and its Status—Grass
Valley—Lola Montez, and the Horse Milkman—Condition of Mining
in Mariposa County—The Fremont Estate Come to Grief—General
Prospects and Condition of Mining in California—The Idaho Mines
—Mining in the Various States Compared—The Advantage for Cali-
fornia—Personal Experiences in Visiting Mines—How We Went
Into the Gould & Curry Mine, and How We Got Outy. « v o e 0o v o0 © 302

LETTER XXVIII.

SOCIAL LIFE IN SAN FRANCISCO: THE WOMEN: RELIGION
AND MINISTERS.—Visit to the Cliff House—The Pacific Ocean—
The Seals and the Pelicans—A Ride along the Beach—The Chaos of
Society in 8an Francisco—Domination of Materialism and Mascu-
linism—The Women Savored with it—How the Ladies Dress—A
Feminine Lunch Party—Aectivity in Public Morals—Education and
Religion—Churches and School-houses—Ambition for Smart Preach-
ers—Rev. Dr."Wadsworth, Rev. Dr. Scudder, Rev. Mr. Stebbins—
The Country Parishes—Wide Field for Missionary Labor—The Pa-

~cific Railroad the Great Missionary of All—Rev. Mr. Stebbins’ Views
of California Life, . . . . . - 4 §

LETTER XXIX.

CLIMATE AND PRODUCTIONS: COST OF LIVING: THE CUR-
RENCY QUEST_ION : THE MINT—Advantage of the Pacific Cli-
mate for Invalids—Effects of the Climate upon the Race—The
Fruits and Vegetables of California, Compared with those of the
East—Beauty of the California Spring—The Best Time to Visit the
Pacific States—Comparative Prices of Living—The What Cheer
House—Prices in the Markets—Gold and Silver the only Currency—
Question of Introducing Paper Money—The Mint at San Francisco
—The World’s Settling House at San Francisco, « « « o o e s 6 v+ 0.+ . 335

LETTER XXX. -
THE MINING QUESTIONS AGAIN: GENERAL REVIEW.—A New
‘Word of Caution to Eastern Capitalists—Speculators and Swindlers
in the Field—Other Authority for these Views; Professor Whitney
and Mr. Ashburner—Double Injury of Deception—Importance of the
Geological Survey of California—The Superior Richness of the Cal-
orado Gold Mines—New Mining Discoveries in California—Latest
Phase of the Comstock Ledge—The Gold and Copper Mines in Ari-
zona—Last News from Idaho—The Oil Fever of the East and.the
Gold Fever of the West—The Copper and Quicksilver Mines of
California—The Petroleum Speculation in California—Vineyards .
Growing on the supposed Oil Beds, ««cvcooveococcaacsess 34



xviii INDEX TO CONTENTS.

LETTER XXXI. racx.

THE FAREWELL FESTIVITIES : POLITIC8 AND POLITICIANS.—
The Pathos of Parting—Our Final Visit in S8an Francisco—A
Crowded Week—Magnificent Dinner Party—Brilliant Faiewell Ball
and Banquet, with Orthodox Belles and Hot Beef Tea—Politics of
the Pacific States—Their Rescue from Secession- -Their Affiliation
with the Union Party—Governors Blaisdel], Lowe and Gibbs—Sena-
tors Stewart and Cohness—T. Starr King’s opportunity—His Sacred
Fame on the Pacific Coast—The California Congressmen—Large
Emigration of Rebels from Missouri to Oregon—Anecdote of Sena-

+ tor Nesmith of Oregon—Pacific Loyalty a Passion, and its Intoler-
ance—The Indians of the Pacific States—The Indian Question
Briefly Summed Up—The 8lang Phrases of thé Coast—A Parting
Word for California and her Bister 8tates,« « « « v o e v o e veve.s 358

LETTER XXXII.

I'HE VOYAGE HOME BY STEAMSHIP AND THE ISTHMUS—~
An Unique Sea Trip—Your Companions on the Voyage—The Accom~
modations and Food on the Steamer—The Crowd—The Mixture—
The Babies—Down the Coast on Smooth Seas and in Sight of Land
~Tropical Weather and its Effeots—Stopping -at Acapulco—The
Town and its Mexican Inhabitants—The Evening on Shore—Interview
with General Alvarez—Poor Prospects for Mexican Independence—
The Bartering for Fruits and S8hells—Down the Coast Again—Gua-
temala and its Volcanoes—San Salvador and Nicaragua—Arrival at
Panama—Scenes in the Harbor—Burial of one of our Passengers—
Day Upon the Isthmus—Panama and its Idiosyncrasies—The Rail-
road Across the Isthmus—The Ride and its Tropical Revelations—
The Natives and their. Nudity—Chagres River and the Isthmus
Fever—Aspinwall and its Barrenness—The Steamship Service on
the Atlantic Side—A Fortunate Run to New York—The Trip Summed
Up—The Pacific Mail S8teamship Company and its new Career—
Prices o] Passage—The Moral Unhealth of the Crowd on the Steam-
ers—The Summer Journey Ended: Its Limits Reviewed: Its Tri-
umphs Stated: Its Results Measu®®de «covevecocccrccecss 30

)




INDEX TO CONTENTS. X

SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERS.

I. : . PAGE.
THE MORMONS.—Their Present Attitude towards the Government—
Defense of Polygamy—A Specimen qf Mormon Preaching—The
Emigra.tionoflsw,.................................801

II.

MINES AND MINING.—The Mines in Moniana—The Uncertainties of
Mining, by Proressor WmrNzYy—The Mining Laws and their Opera-
tion, by Mr. CaarLES ALLEN of Boston—How the Metal is Extracted
from the Reese River Quartz, by Mr. ALLex—Eastern Investment in
Reese River Mines—GENERAL RosEcRANS on the Mines of Nevada, . . 309

III.

MR. COLFAX’S SPEECHES.—Mr. Lincoln’s Message to the Miners,
at Central City, Colorado—The Respective Duties of Gévernment
and People: Buggestions to the Mormons, at Great Salt Lake City—
The Mines and their Taxation, at Virginia City, Nevada—The Pacific
Railroad, at Virginia City, Nevada—The Republic and Peace: The
Mexican Question, at San Francisco—California’s Past and Future,
at San Francisco—America and Britain, at Victoria, Vancouver's
Island—Farewell Speech, at Parting Banquet in S8an Francisco, . . . 406

1v.

IDAHO AND ITS MINES: WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE OVERLAND JOURNEY
rROM OREGON 70 SALT LAKE Crry.—Up the Columbia—Walla Walla—
Over the Blue Mountains—The Grand Ronde Valley—The Upper
8nake River—Thomas & Ruckel’s Stage Line, and its Proprietors—
Idaho Territory—Boise City—Idaho City—The Various Gold Dig-
gings—South Boise—Owyhee—Illustrations of Mining Life—The
Great Falls of Snake River—Road Agents—Sage Plains—Salt Lake, 418

V.
THE YOSEMITE VALLEY.—Its Marvels and its Beauties, Scientific-
ally Described, by Professor J. D. WEITNEY, « v ¢ « e e o e coos oo 420
' vI.
THE BIG TREES.—The Grove in Calaveras County—Exact Measure-
ments of some of the Largest Trees—The Species and the Name, . 438
VII.

CALIFORNIA’S WEALTH.—Statistics from an Agricultural Address
by Dr. HoLDEN Of Stockton, . « « « ¢ e e voaessvoascsnsanesss 438



it o

p.0.4 INDEX.TO CONTENTS.

VIII.
PAGE.

THE GOLD MINES OF CALIFORNIA, AND THE SILVER MINES
OF NEVADA~-A 8pecial Paper, by Mr. WILLIAM ASHBURNER, Mining
Engineer.—The Gold Producing Region of California—Placer Mining

*—The Quartz-Mines: their History and Condition—The 8ilver Mines
of Nevada—The Comstock Vein and its various Mines: the Gould
& Curry, the Ophir, the Chollar-Potosi, the Savage, the Imperial, ete.
—How they have been Managed—The Problem of their Future, and
its Probable Solution, « « « « % v e s s et vttt e.. . 430




LETTER VIIL

THE WAY INTO UTAH: RECEPTION BY THE MOR-
MONS.

.

GREAT SALT LAKE Crty, Utah, June 14

Leaving Fort Bridger for our last day’s ride
hither, we leave the first’ Pacific slopes and table-
lands of the Rocky Mountains, drained to the south
for the Calorado River and to the north for the
Columbia, and go over the rim of the basin of the
‘Great Salt Lake, and enter that Continent within a
Continent, with its own miniature salt sea, and its
independent chain of mountains, and distinct giver
courses ; marked wonderfully by nature,and marked
now as wonderfully in the history of civilization by
its people, their social and religious organization,
and their material development. This is Utah—
these the Mormons. I do not marvel that they
think they are a chosen people ; that they have been
blessed of God not only in the selection of their
home, which consists of the richest region, in all the
elements of a State, between the Mississippi valley
and the Pacific shore, but in the great success
that has attended their labors, and developed here
* the most independent and self-sustaining industry
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that the western half of our Continent witnesses.
Surely great worldly wisdom has presided over their
settlement and organization; there have been tact
and statesmanship in the leaders; there have been
industry, frugality and integrity in the people; or
one could not witness such progress, such wealth,
such varied triumphs of industry and ingenuity and
endurance, as here present themselves.

We enter Utah over and among a new séries of
hills, the belongings of the Wasatch Mountains,
the first of the subsidiary ranges of the Rocky
Mountains, and the eastern guard and parent of the
Salt Lake valley. . We have our finest day’s ride
_yet along the crests of hills eight thousand feet
high, and through valleys and gorges guarded by
perpendicular walls of rock, all rich with a spring
verdure that is fresh and grateful t6 our eyes. We
-play at snow ball from the large white drifts that
lie along our road; and we pick abundant flowers
at the same time. These spring up quickly with
the grass, watered by melting snow, and inspired
by the sun’s hot heat; for twice hot it is compared
with our eastern sun, in these high western regions.
Some are new to mine eyes; many wear familiar
faces, though greatly modified by change of "soil
and climate ; and above all other colors, the yellow
predominates. Did you ever think this the favorite
color of nature? What other clothes your mead-
ows and these hills with buttercups and dandelions
till green is out-borne by yellow? What other has
more varieties of plants in its list—more shades in its
blossoming? Here I find new ones; among others
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little sun flowers, a foot high, three or four blossoms
to a plant, and plants as thick as plantains by the
pasture path. Let us treat yellow, then, with more
respect, since it is nature’s chosen; and learn, as
we may, what variety and range of beauty there is
in its shades. '

So we rolled rapidly through.summer and winter
scenes, with sky of blue and air of amber purity,
and when the round moon came up out from the
snowy peaks, giving indescribable richness and soft-
ness to their whiteness, we kept on and on, now up
mountain sides, now along the edge of precipices

. several hundred feet high, down which the stumble
of a horse or the error of a wheel would have
plunged us; now crossing swollen streams, the wa-
ter up to the coach doors, now stammering through
morass and mire, plunging down and bounding up
so that we passengers, instead of sleeping, were
bruising heads and' tangling legs and arms in en-
acting the tragedy of pop-corn over a hot fire and
in a closed dish ; and now from up among the clouds
and snow, we tore down a narrow canyon at a break-
neck rate, escaping a hundred over-turns and top-
pling on the river’s,brink until the head swam with
dizzy apprehensions. Most picturesque of all the
scenes of this day and night ride was the passage
through Echo Canyon, a very miniature Rhine val-
ley in all but vines and storied ruin. The only
ruins in it were those of feeble fortifications which
the Mormons set up when President Buchanan
marched his army against them, but halted and
went away without attack, leaving stores of pro-

4* 6
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visions, wagons and ammunition, and a contempt for
the government, neither of which the Mormons have
quite exhausted yet. Early “sun-up” brought us
to the last station, kept by a Mormon bishop with
four wives, who gave us bitters and breakfast, the
latter with green peas and strawberries, and then,
leaving wife number one at his home, went on with
us into the city for parochial visits to the other three,
who are located at convenient distances around the
Territory. .
Finally we came out upon the plateau or “bench,”
as they call it here, that overlooks the valley of the
Jordan, the valley alike of Utah Lake and the Great
Salt Lake, and the valley of the intermediate Great
Salt Lake City. It is a scene of rare natural
beauty. To the right, upon the plateau, lay Camp
Douglas, the home of the soldiers and a village in
itself, holding guard over the town, and within easy
cannon range of tabernacle and tithing-house ; right
beneath, in an angle of the plain, which stretched |
south to Utah Lake and west to the Salt Lake—
“and Jordan rolled between,”—was the city, regu-
larly and handsomely laid out, with many fine build-
ings, and filled with thick gardens of trees and
flowers, that gave it a fairy-land aspect; beyond
and across, the plain spread out five to ten miles
" in width, with scattered farm-houses and herds of
cattle; below, it was lost in dim distance; above, it
gave way, twenty miles off, to the line of light that
marked the beginning of Salt Lake—the whole flat
as a floor and sparkling with river and irrigating
canals, and overlooked on both sides by hills that
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mounted to the snow line,and out from which flowed
the fatness of water and soil that makes’this once
desert valley blossom under the hand of industry
with every variety of verdure, every product of
almost every clime. .

No internal city of the Continent lies in such a
field of beauty, unites such rich and rare elements
of nature’s formations, holds such guarantees of
greatness, material and social, in the good time
coming of our Pacific development. I met all along
the Plains and over the mountains, the feeling that
Salt Lake was to be the great central city of this
West; I found the map, with Montana, Idaho, and
Oregon on the north, Dacotah and Colorado on the
_east, Nevada and California on the west, Arizona
on the south, and a near connection with the sea by
the Colorado River in the latter direction, suggested
the same: I recognized it in’the Sabbath morning
picture of its location and possessions; I am con-
vinced of it as I see more and more of its opportu-
nities, its developed industries, and its unimproved
possessions.

Mr. Colfax’s reception in Utah was excessive if
not oppressive. There was an element of rivalry
between Mormon and Gentile.in it, adding earnest-
ness and energy to enthusiasm and hospitality.
First “a troop cometh,” with band of music, ‘and

.marched us slowly and dustily through their Camp
Douglas. Then, escaping these, our coach was way-
laid as it went down the hill by the Mormon au-
thorities of the city. They ordered us to dismount;
we were individually introduced to each of twenty
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of them; we received a long speech; we made a
long one—standing in the hot.sand with a sun of
forty thousand lens-power concentrated upon us,
tired and dirty with a week’s coach-ride: was it
wonder that the mildest of tempers rebelled >—
transferred to other carriages, our hosts drove us
through the city to the hotel; and then—bless their
Mormon hearts—they took us at once to a hot sul-
phur bath, that nature liberally offers just on the
confines of the city, and there we washed out all
- remembrance of the morning suffering and all the
accumulated grime and fatigue of the journey, and
came out baptized in freshness and self-respect.
Clean_clothes, dinner, the Mormon tabernacle in
the afternoon, and a Congregational (“Gentile”)
meeting and sermon in the evening, were the other
proceedings of our first day in Utah. ’
Since, and still continuing, Mr. Colfax and his
friends have been the recipients of a generous and
thoughtful hospltahty They are the guests of the’
city; but the military authorities and citizens vie
together as well to please their visitors and make
them pleased with Utah and its people. The Mor-
mons are eager to prove their loyalty to the gov-
ernment, their sympathy with its bereavement, their
joy in its final triumph—which their silence or their
slants and sneers- heretofore had certainly put in
some doubt—and they leave nothing unsaid or un-
done now, towards Mr. Colfax as the representative
_ of that government, or towards the public, to give
. ‘assurance of their rightmindedness. Also they
wish us to know that they are not monsters and
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murderers, but men of intelligence, virtue, good
manners and fine tastes. They put their polygamy
on high moral and religious grounds; and for the
rest, anyhow, are not willing to be thought other-
wise than our peers. And certainly we do find here
a great deal of true and good human nature and
social culture; a great deal of business intelli-
génce and activity ; a great deal of generous hos-
pitality—besides most excellent strawberries and
green peas, and the most promising orchards of
‘apricots, peaches, plums and apples that these eyes -
ever beheld anywhere. They have given us a ser-

enade ; and Mr. Colfax has addressed them at length

with his usual tact and happy effect, telling them

what they have a right to expect from the govern-

ment, and reminding them that the government

has the right to demand from them, in turn, loyalty

to the Constitution and obedience to the laws, and

complimenting them on all the beauty of their
+homes and the thrift of their industry. Governor

Bross and Mr. Richardson also made happy ad-

dresses, and the crowd of the e\;ening, and the

“distinguished ‘guests” gave every sign of being

mutually pleased with each other.

We have been taken on an excursion to the Great
Salt Lake, bathed in its wonderful waters, on which
you float like a cork, sailed on its surface, and pic-
nicked by its shore,—if picnic can be without wo-
men for sentiment and to spread table-cloth, and
to be helped up and over rocks. Can you New
Englanders fancy a “stag” picnic? We have been

 turned loose in the big strawberry patch of one of
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the saints—very worldly strawberries and more
worldly appetites met and mingled; and we have
had a peep into a moderate Mormon harem, but
being introduced to two different women of the
same name, one after another, was more than I
could stand without blushing.

In Mormon etiquette, President Brigham Young
is called upon; by Washington fashion, the Speaker

is also called upon, and does not call—there was a-.

question whether the distinguished resident and the
distinguished visitor would meet; Mr. Colfax, ag
was meet under the situation of affairs here, made
a point upon it, and gave notice he should not call;
whereupon Presijdent Brigham yielded the question,
"and graciously came to-day with a crowd of high
dignitaries of the church, and made, not one of
Emerson’s prescribed ten minute calls, but a gen-
erous, pleasant, gossiping sitting of two hours long,
He is a very hale and hearty looking man, young
for sixty-four, with a light gray eye, cold and uncer-
tain, a mouth and chin betraying a great and deter-
mined will—handsome perhaps as to presence and
features, but repellent in atmosphetre and without
magnetism. In conversation, he is cool and quiet
in manner, but suggestive in expression ; has strong
and original ideas, but uses bad grammar. = He was
rather formal, but courteous, and at the last affected
frankness and .freedom, if he felt it not. To his
followers, I observed he was master of that pro-
found art of eastern politicians, which consists in
putting the arm affectionately around them, and
tenderly inquiring for health of selves and families ;
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and when his eye did sparkle and his lips soften, it'
was with most cheering, though not warming, ef-
fect—it was pleasant but did not melt you.

. Of his companions, Heber C. Kimball is perhaps
the most notorious from his vulgar and coarse
speech. He ranks high among the “prophets”
here, and is as unctuous in his manner as Macassar
hair oil, and as pious in phrase as good old Thomas
a Kempis. He has avery keen, sharp eye, and looks
like a Westfield man I always meet at the agricul-
tural fairs in Springfield. Dr. Bernhisel has an air
of culture and refinement peculiar among his asso-
ciates; he is an old, small 'mlan, venerable, and sug-
gestive of John Quincy Adams, or Dr. Gannett of
Boston, in his style. Two or three others of the
company have fine faces—such as you would meet
in intellectual or business society in Boston or New
York,—but the strength of most of the party seems
to lie in narrowness, bigotry, obstinacy. They look
as if they had lived on the same farms as their
fathers and grandfathers, and made no improve-
ments; gone to the same church, and sat in the
same pew, without cushions; borrowed the same
weekly newspaper for forty years; drove all their
children to the West or the cities; and if they went
to agricultural fairs, insisted on having their pre-
miums in pure coin.

But the hospitality of Utah is not confined to
the Mormons. The “Gentiles” or non-Mormons
are becoming numerous and influential here, and,
citizens and soldiers, comprise many families of
culture and influence. They are made up of offi-
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gers of the federal government, resident represen-
tatives of telegraph and stage lines, members of
eastern or California business firms having branches
here, and a very fair proportion, too, of the mer-
chants of the city.. Some of the more intelligent
of the disgusted and repentant Mormons swell the
circle. They have organized a literary association,
established a large and growing Sunday school,
largely made up of children of Mormon parents,
have weekly religious services led by the chaplain
at Camp Douglas, conduct an able and prosperous
daily paper (the Union Vedette,) and in every way
are developing 4n organized and effective opposition
to the dominant power here. These people, united,
earnest and enthusiastic as minorities always are,
claim a share in entertaining Mr. Colfax and his
‘friends, and gave the;n a large and most brilliant
social party last night. They are not reluctant to
show us their ladies, as the Mormons generally seem
to be, and their ladies are such, in beauty and cul-
ture, as no circle need be ashamed of. The enjoy-
ment of this social entertainment of music, conver-
sation, dancing and réfreshments, was sadly and
only broken by the announcement during the even-
ing of the sudden death of the territorial governor,
Tudee Dotv. formerly of Michigan and Wisconsin,




LETTER IX

»MORMON MATERIALITIES.

’ SaLr LAKE CITY, June 16.,
TrE Necessxty of all Agriculture, on the Plains,

among the Mountains, on the Pacific shore, nearly
all the western half of our Continent, is Irrigation.
The long, ‘dry summers, frequently months without
rain, the hot sun and dry winds, the clayey charac-
ter of the soil, all ensure utter defeat to the farmer’s
business, except he helps his crops to water by arti-
ficial means. But in Utah, agriculture is the chief
business; its population of one hundred and twenty
thousand inhabitants, live by it, prosper by it, have
built up a State upon it. Irrigation is, therefore, uni-
versal and extensive; the streams that pour down
from the mountains are tapped at various elevations,
the water carried away by canals, big and little, to
the gardens and meadows cultivated, and thence, by
numerous little courses, one in three or four feet,
spread over the whole extent, over the grain, be-
tween the rows of corn, of trees, of vegetables.
Individuals, villages, companies perform this work,
" as a less or greater scale of it is required. The
water is apportioned among the takers according to
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their land or their payments. Each one gets his
share; and when the supply is scant, as is often the
case, each one suffers in like degree.

‘Salt Lake City is thus irrigated, mainly from one
mountain stream; bright, sparkling brooks course
freely and constantly down its paved gutters, keep-
ing the shade trees alive and growing, supplying
drink for animals and water for household purposes,
and delightfully cooling the ‘summer air; besides
being drawn off in right proportion for the use of
each garden. Once a week is the rule for thus
watering each crop; to-day a man takes enough for
one portion of his garden; to-morrow for another;
and so through his entire possessions and the week.
Under this regular stimulus, with a strong sbil made
up of the wash of the mountains, the finest of crops
are obtained; the vegetable bottom lands of your
own Connecticut and of the western prairies cannot
vie with the products of the best gardens and farms
of these Pacific valleys, under this system of irriga-
tion. There needs to be rain enough in the spring
or winter moisture remaining to start the seeds,
and there generally is; after that, the regular sup-
ply of water keeps the plants in a steady and rapid
growth, that may well be supposed to produce far
finer results, than the struggling, uneven progress
of vegetation under dependence upon the skies—
. a week or a month of rain, and then a like pro-

longation of sunshine. The gardens 1n the cities
" and villages are tropical in their rich greenness and
luxuriance. I do not believe the same space of
ground anywhere else in the country holds so much
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- and so finé fruit and vegetables as the city of Salt
Lake to-day.

The soil of these valleys is especially favorable
to the small grains. Fifty and sixty bushels is a
very common crop of wheat, oats and barley; and
over ninety have been raised. President Young
once raised ninety-three and a half bushels'of wheat
on a single acre. I should say the same soil located
in the East, and taking its chances without irriga-

_ tion, would not produce half what it does here with
irrigation. Laborious and expensive as the process
must be, the large crops and high prices obtained
for them make it to pay. Over all this country,
that is forced to have an irrigated farming, there is
no business that now pays so well, not even. mining,
and nowhere else in the whole Nation is agriculture
so profitable. But the mountain snows do not pro-
vide half the water the valleys need. Many a broad
and beautiful valley goes unredeemed from a dry,
half-barren vegetation, for the lack of water to be
put upon it. Salt Lake City has exhausted its pres-
ent supply, and now contemplates a grand canal
from Utah Lake, thirty miles off, to provide water
for its extending gardens and the wide valley below

- and beyond the city,—the most of which is now only
a poor and growing poorer pasture, but which with
irrigation will become as productive farming land as
lies under the shadow of the Republic.

The country drained by the Great Salt Lake is
about one hundred and fifty miles east and west, and
two hundred and fifty north and south. Four or
five large streams of fresh water pour into it; but it
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has not a single visible outlet, and its water is one-
fourth solid salt—two mysteries that mock science
and make imagination ridiculous. Other salt is
found in the country; there is a mountain bf rock
salt a few miles away; and below in Arizona is a
similar mountain whose salt is as pure as finest
“glass. President Young showed us a brick of it to-
day, that excited our surprise and delight as much as
any novelty we have seen on our journey. The Ter-.
ritory of Utah covers the region drained by the Salt
Lake, and perhaps one hundred miles more both in -
breadth and length. But the Mormon settlements.
extend one hundred miles farther into Idaho on the
north, and perhaps two hundred miles into Arizona
on the south, clinging close, through their entire
length of six hundred to seven hundred miles, to a
narrow belt of country hardly more than fifty miles
wide; for on the east of this are the mountains; and
to the west, the great Central American Desert, that
forms part of the great internal basin of this section
of the Continent, and leads the traveler on to the
Sierra Nevada mountains of the Pacific States.
These settlements are mostly small, counting in-
habitants by hundreds, gathered about the course
of a mountain stream ; but there are several places
of considerable importance, as Provo at the South
and Ogden City at the North. Their extension
south into the valley of the Colorado, paves the way
to the. successful working of a favorite commercial
idea of the leading business men here, which is the
use of the Gulf of California and the Colorado River,
_ which empties into it, for the great avenue of trade;
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for bringing in the supplies of goods needed here,
and for sending out such surplus products, agricul-
tural and mineral, as these interior valleys are offer-
ing. The Colorado is found to be navigable for
steamboats for four hundred miles, or to within six
hundred miles of this city, and the substitution of
this reduced distance of land carriage, open all the
year, through their own Territory, and up valley
roads, for seven hundred miles to San Francisco or
over one thousand miles to the Missouri River,
through deserts and over mountains, and often in-
‘terrupted by rivers, is a manifest improvement and
advantage for the commerce of this country, that
can hardly be overestimated. There are already
steamers on the Colorado, and some of the mer-
chants are having-goods come over the route by
way of experiment. If it succeeds, as seems quite
-certdin, then the heavy trade of Utah and its de-
pendencies will come and go from New York by
way of the Isthmus of ‘Panama and around Cape
Horn, and merchants here, instead cf having to buy
a year’s supply of goods at once, can market several
times a year, and do business with much less capi-
tal and at much greater advantage otherwise.

The policy of the Mormon leaders has been to
confinc their people to agriculture; to develop a
self-sustaining, rural population, quiet, frugal, indus-
trious, scattered in small villages, and so managea-
ble by the church organization. = So far, this.policy
has been admirably successful; and it has created
an industry and a production here, in the center of
the western half of our Continent, of immense im-
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portance and value to the future growth of the re-
gion. A few of the simpler manufactures have
been introduced of late, but these are not in conflict
with the general policy.: There are three cotton
mills, confined to cotton yarns, however, almost ex-
clusively, and one woolen mill. Probably there
are a hundred flouring mills in the Territory also.
Flour, the grains, butter, bacon, dried peaches, home-
made socks and yarn, these are the chief articles
produced in excess and sold to emigrants and for
the mining regions in the North. Probably two
hundred thousand pounds of dried peaches were
sold for Idaho and Montana last year. Hides are
plenty; there is a good tannery here; and also a
manufactofy of boots and shoes. Cotton grows
abundantly in the southern settlements; and ex-
periments with flax, the mulberry tree and the silk
worm are all successful.

As to mining, the influence of the church has
been against it. There have been no placer or sur-
face diggings discovered to offer temptations to-the
mass of the people; and the leaders affect to be-
lieve that the ores so far found are not valuable
enough to pay for working. They have a reason
for discouraging mining, of course, in the sure con- -
viction that it would introduce a population and
influences antagonistic to the order and power of
the church. Iron, they admit, exists in large quan-
tities, especially in the southern mountains, and
‘they have made some attempts to develop it, but
without great success, for the reason, as they say,
‘that they had not the proper workmen and materials
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to do it with. But as to gold and silver, they are
incredulous ; and not only that, but President Young
argues that the world has many times more of both
than it needs for financial purposes; that the coun-
try is poorer to-day for all the mining of gold and
silver in the last twenty years; and that for every
dollar gained by it, four dollars have been expended.
But these views are not likely to gain wide acqui-
escence. There is no reason *to’doubt that the
mountains of Utah are rich in the precious metals— °
perhaps not so much so as other States and Territo-
ries, but still enough so to tempt miners and capital-
ists to invest in the business of developing them in
rivalry with Nevada and Colorado. So far, the dis-
coveries have been chiefly of silver, in connection
" with large deposits of lead and copper. Our party
have spent two interesting days this week in an ex-
cursion about forty miles into an adjoining beautiful
valley, where some valuable developments have been
made in this line. Most of the discoveries have
been made by soldiers-in General Connor’s com-
mand—volunteers from the mining regions of Cali-
fornia and Nevada—who have been stationed in
this vicinity for the last two years; and most of
those whose terms have expired have gone to work
to improve and develop them. We found among
the various canyons or ravines of the Rush Valley
a hundred or two of mines freshly discovered and
worked out to various depths, of ten to one hundred
feet. Colonel George, who, in the absence of Gen-
eral Connor to fight the Indians, is in command of
the camp here, accompanied us, and saw the lodes
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for the first time. Heis an old Nevada miner, and
he says these promise much better—fifty per cent.
better—than the famous silver mines of that young
State. There, fifty to one hundred dollars of silver
from a ton of ore is considered highly profitable and
satisfactory ; here, the surface ore assays from one
hundred to five hundred dollars a ton, and in sev-
eral cases lodes have been opened that assay from
one thousand to four thousand dollars to the ton.
The last figure is obtained from one just opened
and named the New York lead. The farther the
mines are worked, the richer grows the ore. The
Mormons say they will soon work out; but the
miners have faith, and are working away with all
the capital and labor they can command. At pres-
ent, the ore is easily worked, and does not demand
expensive machinery likeé stamp mills and steam or
water power. Smelting furnaces are the chief ne-
cessity to reduce the ore to its elements, and sepa-
rate the metal from the dross. As the mines are
further worked, the ore will probably grow harder,
and require more elaborate processes.

General Connor, who is an old Californian, has
large faith in these prospectings, has taken much
_interest in their development, and has located and
is building up a town, called Stockton, near them,
in the Rush Valley. Here we found a population
of perhaps two hundred, all “Gentiles,” many of -
them old soldiers, and all full of faith and zeal in
their new enterprise. Major, Gallagher, formerly of
General Connor’s California regiment, is living here
as the general’s agent, and as farmer and miner on
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his own responsibility. We spent the night at the
“government reserves,” two miles beyond Stockton,
by the shore of Rush Lake; these reserves being
valuable lands selected some years ago by Colonel
Steptoe, as likely to be needed for government uses,
and now thus appropriated for supplies of wood for
the camp in town and to pasture surplus horses.
Here we met a rough but generous hospitality, a
midnight supper, a roaring open fire, and beds on the
floor and in the stable-yards; but we slept soundly,
ate heartily, and gathered sweetest of flowers amid
a snow-storm. on the hill-sides the next day, as we
wandered about in search of the silver lodes.

In the more remote parts of the Territory, other
silver mines have been discovered, and are being
worked with success. Their distance from markets,
the necessity of more or less machinery for their
profitable operation, and the lack of capital among
those who have discovered the lodes, are obstacles
to their rapid development; but judging from all I
can see and learn, there is no good reason to doubt
their great value, and sufficient cause to regard
them as offering one of the best fields for wisely
investing capital and labor in all the mining regions,
and to predict ere long such an interest and excite--
ment in regard to them, as will give Utah a new
population and rapid growth, and place her among
the first of the mining States. The antecedent,
achieved development of her agricultural capacities,
her settled population and her gathered and organ-
ized civilization will then prove of a great advan-
tage, and be properly appreciated.

5 : 1



LETTER X
SALT LAKE CITY AND LIFE THERE.

"SALT LAKE Crrv, Saturday, June 17.

IN the “great and glorious future” of our Fourth
of July orations, when polygamy is extinct, the Pa-
cific Railroad built, and the mines developed, Salt
Lake City will be not only the chief commercial
city of the mountains, the equal of St. Louis and
Chicago, but one of the most beautiful residence
cities and most attractive watering-places on the
Continent. . Its admirable location and early de-
velopment secure the one; its agreeable climate for
eight months in the year, at least, and the surpass-
ing beauty of its location, with its ample supply of
water, its fruits and vegetables, will add the second ;
and joining to all these circumstances, its snow-
capped mountains, its hot sulphur springs, and its
Great Salt Lake, and we have the elements of the
third fact. There are two principal sulphur springs,
one hot enough (one hundred and twenty degrees)
to boil an egg, which is four miles from the center
of the city, and the other just the right temperature
~for a hot bath, (ninety degrees,) which is close to
the city, and is already brought into a large enclos-
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ure for free bathing purposes. Both these streams
are large enough for illimitable bathing; the water
is as highly sulphurized and as clear as that of the
celebrated Sharon' Springs; and its use, either for
drinking or for baths, most effective in purifying the
blood and toning up the.system. Other and smaller
springs of the same character have been found in
the neighborhood.

Then the Lake opens another field of attractions;
it is a miniature ocean, about fifteen miles from the
city, fifty miles wide by one hundred long,—the
briniest sheet of water known on the Continent,—
so salt that no fish can live in it, and that three
quarts of it will boil down to one quart of fine, pure
salt,—but most delicious and refreshing for bathing,
floating the body as a cork on the surface,—only
the brine must be kept from mouth and eyes under
the penalty of a severe smarting ;—with its high
rocky islands and crestfull waves and its superb
sunsets, picturesciue and enchanting to look upon;
while its broad expanse offers wide space for sailing,
and every chance for sea-sickness. Count up all
these features for a watering-place; and where will
you find a Newport, a Saratoga or a Sharon that
has the half of them? So, ye votaries of fashion,
ye rheumatic cripples, ye victims of scrofula and
ennui, prepare to pack your trunks at the sound of
the first whistle of the train for the Rocky Moun-
tains, for a season at Salt Lake City. i

The city is regularly laid out into squares of ten
acres each, and these into lots of one acre and a
quarter, only farther subdivided in the business or
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more thickly populated streets. The building ma-
terial is mostly sun-dried bricks, (called adobe,)
covered with plaster, and the houses are generally
of one story, covering much space and with as
many front doors as the owner has wives. A few
of the newer stores are built of stone, and are ele-
gant and capacious within and without. Brigham
Young's establishment occupies a full square, and
embraces several dwellings, a school house for his
forty or fifty children, extensive stables, a grist mill,
a carpenter's shop, and the “tithing” office. An
opposite square is devoted to church purposes; and
here is the old Tabernacle, a new and larger one
partly done, and the foundations of the great Tem-
ple, which, if ever completed, according to the de-
sign, will be the finest church edifice in America
Nothing is doing upon it-now. Within the same
enclosure is the “Bowery,” an immense thatch of
green boughs, covering space for an audience of
several thousands. Here the general Sunday ser-
vices are held during the warm weather. Both
‘these squares, President Young's and the church
.grounds, are enclosed by solid walls of mud and
stones, twelve feet high, and walls of a like charac-
ter are even used for fences about many of the resi-
dences.

There are very large mercantile interests here.
Several firms do a business of a million dollars or
more each, a year, and keep on hand stocks of goods
of the value of a quarter of a million. They fre-
quently have subsidiary stores in other parts of the
Territory to the numbér of four or six. Their

~
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freights are enormous, and sometimes their goods
are a year on the way hither. One firm has just
received a stock of goods, costing one hundred
thousand dollars, that was bought in New York last
June. It got caught on the Plains by early snow,
last fall, and had to winter on the way. Another
leading merchant paid one hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars for freights last year. One lot of
goods, groceries, hardware, dry goods, everything,
was found to have cost, on reaching here, just one
dollar a pound, adding to original purchase the cost
of freighting, which from New York to this point.
averages from twenty-five to thirty cents a pound.
It of course requires large capital and courage to
enter upon the mercantile business here under such
‘circumstances. Prices, too, must rule high; and
when the supply is short, as it was last year, and
the demand large, great profits are realized; and
again, with an overstocked market and a small sale,
there is danger of heavy losses. One concern
made seventy-five per cent. profit last year, but this
season promises poorly; and the stocks on hand
cannot, in many cases, be sold for their cost. I
.give the ruling rates for some of the leading arti-
cles, both of native production and imported : beef
twelve to twenty cents, mutton twenty to twenty-
five cents, pork fifty cents, bacon seventy-five cents,
hams one dollar, wood eighteen dollars per cord,
lumber one hundred dollars per thousand, butter
fifty cents, sugar seventy-five to eighty-five cents,
coffee one dollar to one dollar and ten cents, green
" tea (almost universal on the Plains and in the moun-
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tains) three and a half to five dollars, tobacco two
to two dollars and a half, axes four dollars and a half,
heavy brown sheetings eighty-five to ninety cents,
fine seventy-five to ninety cents, prints twenty-five
to forty cents, dried apples sixty cents, dried peaches’
fifty cents, molasses three to three.dollars and a
half, gunpowder two dollars, day labor three dol-
lars, mechanics three to five dollars, clerks twelve
hundred to three thousand dollars-a year. The
only coal mines yet developed in the Territory lie
forty miles over the mountains east, on our road
hither, and it costs twenty-five to thirty dollars a
ton to transport it to the city, so that the price for
it is thirty-five to forty dollars. It is a bituminous
coal, and of very fair quality.

Your readers would mistake if they supposed:
that these prices enforced any poverty in living
among these people. There are not many abso-
lutely poor; and the general scale of living is gen-
erous. In the early years of the Territory, there
was terrible suffering for the want of food; many
~ were reduced to the roots of the field for sustenance;
but now there appears to be an abundance of the
substantial necessaries of life, and as most of the
population are cultivators of the soil, all or nearly all
have plenty of food. And certainly, I have never
seen more generously laden tables than have been
spread before us at our hotel or at private houses.
A dinner to our party this evening by a leading
Mormon merchant, at which President Young and
the principal members of his council were present,
had as rich a variety of fish, meats, vegetables,
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pastry and fruit, as I ever saw on any private table
in the East; and the quality and the cooking and
the serving were unimpeachable. All the food, too,
was native in Utah. The wives of our host waited
on us most amicably, and the entertainment was,
in every way, the best illustration of the practical
benefits of plurality, that has yet been presented
to us.

Later in the evening we were introduced to an-
other, and perhaps the most wonderful, illustration
of the reach of social and artificial life in this far
off city of the Rocky Mountains. This was the
Theater, in which a special performance was impro-
vised in honor of Speaker Colfax. The building is
itself a rare triumph of art and enterprise. No east-
ern city of one hundred thousand inhabitants,—re-
member Salt Lake City has less than twenty thou-
sand,—possesses so fine a theatrical structure, It
ranks, alike in capacity and elegance of structure
and finish, along with the opera-houses and acade-
mies of music of Bostefi, New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago and Cincinnati. In costumes and scenery,
it is furnished with equal richness and variety, and
the performances themselves, though by amateurs,
by merchants and mechanics, by wives and daugh-
ters of citizens, would have done full credit to a first-
class professional company. There was first a fine
and elaborate drama, and then a spectacular farce,
in both which were introduced some exquisite dan-
cing, and in one some good singing also. I have
rarely seen a theatrical entertainment more pleasing
and satisfactory in all its details and appointments.
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Yet the two principal male characters were by a
day-laborer and a carpenter; one of the leading
lady parts was by a married daughter ‘of Brigham
Young, herself the mother of several children; and
several other of his daughters took part in the bal-
let, which was most enchantingly rendered, and with
great scenic effect. The house was full in all its
parts, and the audience embraced all classes of so-
ciety, from the wives and daughters of President
Young,—a goodly array,—and the families of the
rich merchants, to the families of the mechanics
and farmers of the city and valley, and the soldiers
from the camp. President Young built and owns
the theater, and conducts it on his private account,
or ¢n that of the church, as he does many other of
the valuable and profitable institutions of the Ter-
ritory, such as cotton, saw and flour mills, the best
farms, etc.; and, as he is at no expense for actors
or actresses, and gets good prices for admission, he
undoubtedly makes a “good thing” out of it. Dur-
ing the winter season, performances are given twice
a week; and the theater proves a most useful and
popular social center and entertainment for the
whole people. Its creation was a wise and benefi-
cent thought,




LETTER XIL

“'THE POLYGAMY QUESTICN,

SALT LAKE CITY, June 18
OuR visit here closes in the morning. It has
been very interesting, instructive and gratifying to
us. - We have had unusual opportunities for learn-
ing the opinions of the Mormons, for studying their
institutions, for measuring their culture and capac-
ity, for observing their social, material and religious )
development, and for informing ourselves as to the
conflict fast growing up between them and the non-
Mormons who are rapldly accumulating in the com-
munity. The leaders in the church and in society
have been generous and constant in their hospi-
tality, and frank in their. conversation, partly, I will
¢
not doubt, from a hearty, human good feeling, and
partly, no doubt, also, from anxiety as to the future -
policy of the government towards them and their
institutions, and eagerness to propitiate political and
public opinion in their favor. We have attended
the services at the Mormon Tabernacle on two suc-
cessive Sabbaths, on one of which Brigham Young
himself preached in exposition and defense of the
doctrines of his church. Mr Colfax and his friends
5!
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have also had two long interviews with Brigham
Young and the other leaders of the church, in one
of which the peculiar institution of the people was
freely and frankly but most earnestly discussed by
all. The testimony and opinions of the “Gentiles,”
and of intelligent citizens, men and women, who,
once Mormons, have now left the church, have been
fregly offered to us, and gladly heard. Valuable
facts and opinions have also been gathered from old
and intelligent citizens, who have held a sort of in-
dependent and neutral position, who are neither
polygamists in theory or practice, nor members of
the church, but who, either from motives of policy
or qualities of temperament, have taken no part
with the pronounced and denouncing “Gentiles.”
Nor have the opinions and feelings of women in
*polygamy been wholly denied to us; though we
have not been offered their society by their hus-
bands with any particular generosity ;—this, indeed,
being the only feature of their hospitality that has
been measured and chary. )

The result of the whole experience has been to
increase my appreciation of the value of their ma-
terial progress and develbpment to the nation; to
_evoke congratulations to them and to the country
for the wealth they have created and the order, fru-
gality, morality and industry that have been organ-
ized in this remote spot in our Continent; to excite
wonder at the perfection and power of their church
system, the extent of its ramifications, the sweep
of its influence; and to enlarge my respect for the
personal sincerity and character of many of. the
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leaders in the organization ;—also, and on the other
hand, to deepen my disgust at their polygamy, and
strengthen mry convictions of its barbaric and de-
grading influences. They have tried it and prac-
tised it under the most favorable circumstances,
perhaps under the mildest form possible; but, now
as before, here as elsewhere, it tends to and means
only the degradation of woman. By it and under
it, she becomes simply the servant and serf, not the
companion and equal of man; and the inevitable
influence of this upon all society need not be de-
picted. )

But I find that Mormonism is not necessarily
polygamy; that the one began .and existed for
many years without the other; that not all the
Mormons accept the doctrine, and not one-fourth, -
perhaps not one-eighth practise it; and that the
Nation and its government may oppose it and pun-
ish it, without at all interfering with the existence
of the Mormon church, or justly being held as in-
terfering with the religious liberty that is the basis
of all our institutions. This distinction has not
been sufficiently understood heretofore, and it has
not been consistently acted upon by either the gov-
ernment or the public of the East. Here, by the
people, who are coming in to enjoy the opportuni-.
ties of the country for trade and mining, and there,
by our rulers at Washington and by the gteat pub-
lic, this single issue of polygamy should be pressed
home upon the Mormon church,—discreetly and
with tact, with law and with argument and appeal,
but with firmness and power.
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Ultimately, of course, before the influences of
emigration, civilization and our democratic habits,
an organization so aristocratic and aufocratic as the
Mormon church now is must modify its rule; it
must compete with other sects, and take its chance
with them. And its most aristocratic and uncivil-
-ized incident or feature of plurality of wives must
fall first and completely before contact with the
rest of the world,—marshalled with mails, daily
papers, railroads and telegraphs,—ciphering out the
fact that the men and women of the world are about
equally divided, and applying to the Mormon patri-
archs the democratic principle of equal and exact
justice.” Nothing can save this feature of Mor-
monism but new flight and a more complete isola-
tion. A kingdom in the sea, entirely its own, could
only perpetuate it ; and thither even, commerce and
democracy would ultimately follow it. The click of
the telegraph and the roll of the overland stages
are its death-rattle now; the first whistle of the
locomotive will sound its requiem; and the pick-
ax of the miner will dig its grave. Squatter sov-
ereignty will speedily settle the question, even if
the government continues t6 coquette with it and
humor it, as it has done.

But the government should no longer hold a
doubtful or divided position toward this great crime
of the Mormon church. Declaring clearly both its
want of power and disinclination to interfere at all
. with the church organization as such, or with the-lat-
ter’s influence over its followers, assuring and guar-
anteeing to it all the liberty and freedom that other
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religious sects hold and enjoy, the government
should still, as clearly and distinctly, declare, by all
its action and all its representatives here, that this
feature of polygamy, not properly or necessarily a
part of the religion of the Mormons, is a crime by
the common law of all civilization and by the stat-
ute law of the Nation, and that any cases of its ex-
tension will be prosecuted and punished as such.
Now half or two-thirds the federal officers in the
Territory are polygamists; and others bear no tes-
timony against it. These should give way to men

who, otherwise equally Mormons it may be, still are -

neither polygamists nor believers in the practice
of polygamy. No employes or contractors of the
government should be polygamists in theory or
practice.

Here the government should take its stand,
calmly, quietly, but firmly, giving its moral sup-
port and countenance, and its physical support, it
necessary for fair play, to the large class of Mor-
mons who are not polygamists, to missionaries and
preachers of all other sects, who choose to come
here, and erect their standards and invite followers ;
and to that growing public opinion, here and else-
where, which is accumulating its inexorable force

- against an institution which has not inaptly been -

termed a twin barbarism with slavery. There is no
"need and no danger of physical conflict growing
up; only a hot and unwise zeal and impatience on
the part of the government representatives, and in
the command of the troops stationed here, could
precipitate that. The probability is, that, upon such

.
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a demonstration by the government, as I have sug-
gested, the leaders of the church would receive new
light on the subject themselves,—perhaps have a
fresh revelation, and abandon the objectionable fea-
ture in their polity. No matter if they did not,—
it would soon, under the influences now rapidly ag-
gregating, and thus ‘reinforced by the government,
abandon them.

In this way, all violent conflict would, I Helieve,
be successfully avoided ; and all this valuable popu-
lation and its industries and wealth may be retained
in place and to the Nation, without waste. Let
them continue to be Mormons, if they choose, sa
long as they are not polygamists. They may be
ignorant and fanatical, and imposed upon and swin-
dled even, by their church leaders; but they are.
industrious, thriving, and more comfortable than,
on an average, they have ever been before in the
homes from which they came hither; and there is
no law against fanaticism and bigotry and religious
charlatanry. All these evils of religious benight-
ment are not original in Utah, and they will work
out their own cure here, as they have done else-
where in our land. We must have patience with
the present, and possibly forgiveness for supposed
crimes in the past by the leaders, because we have’
hetetofore failed to meet the issues promptly and,
clearly, and have shared by our consent and protec-
tion to their authors in the alleged wrongs.

The conversation I have alluded to with Brigham
Young and some of his elders, on this subject of
polygamy, was introduced by his inquiring of Mr.
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Colfax what the government and people of the East
proposed to do with it and them, now that they had
got rid of the slavery question. The Speaker replied
that he had no authority to speak for the govern-
‘ment; but for himself, if he might be permitted to
make the suggestion, he had hoped the prophets
of the church would have a new revelation on the
subject, which should put a stop to the practice.
He added further that, as the people of Missouri
and Maryland, without waiting for the action of the
general government against slavery, themselves be-
lieving it to be wrong and an impediment to their
prosperity, had taken measures to abolish it, so he
hoped the people of the Mormon church would see
that polygamy was a hindrance and not a help, and
move for its abandonment. Mr. Young responded
quickly and frankly that he should readily welcome
‘such a revelation; that polygamy was not in the
original book of the Marmons: that it was not an
essential practice in the church, but only a privilege
and a duty, under special command of God; that he
knew it had been abused; that people had entered
into polygamy who ought not to have done so, and
against his protestation and advice. At the same
time, he defended the practice as having biblical au-
thority, and as having, within proper limits, a sound,
moral and philosophical reason and propriety.
" The discussion, thus opened, grew general and
sharp, though ever good-natured. Mr. Young was
asked how he got over the fact that the two sexes
were about equally divided all over the world, and
that, if some men had two, five, or twenty wives,
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others would have to go without altogether. His
reply was that there was always a considerable pro-
portion of the men who would never marry, who
were old bachelors from choice. But, retorted one,
are there any more of such than of women who
choose to be old maids? Oh yes, said he, most
ungallantly; there is not one woman in a million
who will not marry if she gets a chance! One of
the saints, who was pressing thé biblical usage and

authority for many wives as above all laws and con-"

stitutions, was asked as to the effect of the same
usage and authority for human sacrifice,—would
you, he was asked, if commanded by God, offer up
your son or your enemy as a sacrifice, killing them?
Yes, he promptly replied. Then the civil law would
- lay its hands upon you and stop you, and would be

justified in doing so, was the apparently effective

answer.

In the course of the disqussion, Mr. Young asked,
suppose polygamy is given up, will not your govern-
ment then demand more,—will it not war upon the
Book of the Mormons, and attack our church organ-
ization? The reply was emphatically No, that it
had no right, and could have no justification to do
so,and that we had no idea there would be any dis-
position in that direction.

The talk, which was said to be the freest and

frankest ever known on that subject in that pres- .

ence, ended pleasantly, but with the full expression,
on the part of Mr. Colfax and his friends, of their
hope that the polygamy question might be removed
from existence, and thus all objection to the admis-
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sion of Utah as a State be taken away; but that,
until it was, no such admission was possible, and
that the government could not continue to look in-
differently upon the enlargement of so offensive a
practice. And not only what Mr. Young said, but
his whole manner left with us the impression that,
if public opinion and the government united vigor-
ously, but at the same time discreetly, to press the
question, there would be found some way to acqui-
esce in the demand, and change the practice of the
present fathers of the church.

The conversation.was continued on the subjects
of punishing the leading rebels, and of slavery in the
abstract. Mr. Young favored slavery ger se as estab-
lished by Divine authority, but denounced the chat-
tel system of the South; and he opposed the hang-
ing of any of the rebel chiefs as an unwise and
aggravating policy. - Now that peace is established,
let all be pardoned, he said; but early in or during
the war, he would have disposed of the rebel chiefs
that fell into the hands of the government with-
out mercy or hesitation. Had he been President
when Mason and Slidell were captured, he would
have speedily put them “where they never would
peep,” and negotiated with England afterwards.
He uttered this sentiment with such a wicked
working of the lower jaw and lip, and such an
almost demon-like spirit in his whole face, that,
quite disposed to be incredulous on those matters,
I could not help thinking of the Mountain Meadow
massacre of recusant Mormons, of Danites and
Avenging Angels, and their reported achievements.

8



LETTER XIIL

" THE MORMON WIVES: OUR LAST DAY IN SALT
LAKE CITY.

SALT LAKE CITY, June 18

How do the Mormon women like and bear po-
lygamy? is the question most people ask as to the
institution. The universal testimony of all but
their husbands is, that it is a grievous sorrow and
burden; only cheerfully submitted to and embraced
under a religious fanaticism and self-abnegation
rare to behold, and possible only to women. They
are taught to believe, and many of them really do
believe, that through and by it'they secure a higher
and more glorious reward in the future world.
“Lord Jesus has laid a heavy trial upon me,” said
one poor, sweet woman, “but I mean to bear it for
His sake, and for the glory He will grant me in His
kingdom.” This is the common wail, the common
solace. Such are the teachings of the church; and
I have no doubt both husbands and wives alike
often honestly accept this view of the odious prac-
tice, and seek and submit to polygamy as really
God’s holy service, calculated to make saints of
themselves and all associated with them in the fu-
ture world.
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Still a good deal of human ‘nature is visible, both
among the men in embracing polygamy, and in
their wives in submitting to it. Mr. Young’s testi-
mony on this point is significant. Other signs are
not wanting in the looks and character of the men
most often anointed in the holy bonds of matri-
mony, and in the well-known disagreement of the
wives in many families. In some cases they live
harmoniously and lovingly together; oftener, it
would seem, they have separate parts of the same
house, or even separate houses. The first wife
is generally the recognized one of society, and fre-
quently assumes contempt for the others, regarding
them as concubines, and not wives. But it is a
dreadful state of society to any one of fine feelings
and true instincts; it robs married life of all its
sweet sentiment and companionship; and while it
degrades woman, it brutalizes man, teaching him
to despise and domineer over his wives, over all
women, It breeds jealousy, distrust, and tempts to
infidelity ; but the police system .of the church and
the community is so strict and constant that it is
claimed and believed the lattar vice is very rare,

The effect upon the children cannot help being
debasing, however well they may be guarded and-
educated. But it is a chief failing, even a scandal
to the Mormons, that, plentifully as they are pro-
viding children, who swarm everywhere as did the
"locusts in Egypt, they have organized no free
school system. Schools are held in every ward of
the city, and probably in every considerable village,
in buildings provided for evening religious meet-
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ings under the direction of the local bishops, but a
tuition fee is exacted for all who attend, and the
poor are practically shut out. The anti-polygamists
should agitate at once and earnestly to reform this
evil,—it is a strong point against the dominant
party, and a weak point in the welfare of the Terri-
tory. It is a good and encouraging sign to learn
from intelligent sources that, as the young girls,
daughters of Mormons, grow up to womanhood,
they are indisposed to polygamy, and seek husbands
among the “ Gentiles” rather than among their own
faith.

The soldiers at Camp Douglas, near this city, are
illustrating one of the ways in which polygamy will
fade away before the popular principle. Two com-
panies, who went home to California last fall, took

about twenty-five wives with them, recruited from

the Mormon flocks. There are now some fifty or
more women in the camp, who have fled thither
from town for protection, or been seduced away
from unhappy homes and fractional husbands; and
all or nearly all find neéw husbands among the sol-
diers. Only to-day* a man with three daughters,
living in the city, applied to Colonel George for
leave to move up to the camp for a residence, in
order, as he said, to save his children from polyg-
amy, into which the bishops and elders of the
~church were urging them. The camp authorities

tell many like stories; also of sadder applications,
if possible, for relief from actual poverty and from
persecution in town. The Mormons have no poor-
house, and say they have no poor, permitting none
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by relieving all through work or gifts. But the last
winter was so long and so severe, with wood at
thirty and forty dollars a cord, that there was much
real suffering, and the soldiers yielded to extensive
demands upon their charity, that the church author-
ities had neglected to fulfill, or absolutely denied.

Your readers are aware, I suppose, that a large
proportion, perhaps the majority, of the people of
Utah are foreigners,—recruits by missionaries sent
out over the whole world. The. larger proportion
are English, from the factory towns of Great Brit-
ain. But Germans, Swedes, Finns, Scotch, Ice-
landers, and even Eadt Indians, are here. Mr.
Young boasts that fifty different nationalities are
represented among his people. The bulk of them
all are of the peasantry, the lower classes of work-
ing people at home; and so the congregations of
the Mormons do not exhibit the marks of high
acuteness and intelligence. The audiences at the
Tabernacle to-day and last Sunday, and at the the-
ater last night, were what would be called common-
looking people. The handsome girls were few ; the
fine-looking women even fewer; intelligent, strong,
headed men were more numerous; but the great
mass, both in size, looks and dress, was below the
poorest, hardest-working and most ignorant classes
of our eastern large towns.

The gatherings and the services, both in speak-
ing and singing, reminded me of the Methodist
camp-meetings of fifteen or twenty years ago. The
singing, as on the latter occasions, was the best
part of the exercises, simple, sweet, and fervent.
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“ Daughters of Zion,” as sung by the large choir
last Sunday, was prayer, sermon, song and all
The preaching last Sabbath was by Mr. Samuel W.
Richards, who was of Massachusetts origin, but a
Mormon leader. and missionary for many years.
Beyond setting forth the superiority of the Mor-
“mon church system, through its presidents, coun-
cils, bishops, elders and seventies, for the work
made incumbent upon Christians, and claiming
that its preachers were inspired like those of old,
his discourse was a rambling, unimpressive exhorta-
tion, such as you may hear from a tonguey deacon
in any country Baptist or Methodist meeting-house.
The Bible, both old .and new testament, is used
with the same authority as by all Protestants; the
Mormon scriptures are simply new and added
books, confirming and supplementing the teach-
ings of the original Scriptures. The rite of the
sacrament is administered every Sunday, water
being used instead of wine, and the distribution
proceeding among the whole congregation, men,
women and children, and numbering from three to
five thousand, while the singing and the preaching
are in progress. The prayers are few and simple,
undistinguishable, except in these characteristics,
from those heard in all Protestant churches, and the
congregation all join in the Amen.

Brigham Young’s preaching to-day was a very
unsatisfactory, disappointing performance. There
was every incentive to him to do his best; he had
an immense audience spread out under the “bow-
ery” to the number of five or six thousand; before
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him was Mr. Colfax, who had asked him to preach
upon the distinctive Mormon doctrines; around
him were all his elders and bishops, in unusual
numbers; and he was fresh from the exciting dis-
cussion of yesterday on the subject of polygamy.
But his address lacked logic, lacked effect, lacked
wholly magnetism or impressiveness. It wasa curi
ous medley of scriptural exposition and exhortation,
bold and bare statement, coarse denunciation and
vulgar allusion, cheap rant and poor cant. So far as
his statement of Mormon belief went, it amounted
to this: that God was a human, material person,
with like flesh and blood and passions to ourselves,
only perfect in all things; that he begot his son
Jesus in the same way that children are begotten
now; that Jesus and the father looked alike and
were alike, distinguishable only by the former being
older; that our resurrection would be material, and
we should live in heaven with the same bodies and
the same passions as on earth; that Mormonism
was the most perfect and true religion; that those
Christians who were not Mormons would not nec-
essarily go to hell and be burned by living fire and
tortured by ugly devils, but that they would not
occupy so high places in heaven as the Latter Day
Saints; that polygamy was, the habit of all the
children of God in the earlier ages, and was first
abolished by the Goths and Vandals who conquered
and constructed Rome; that Martin Luther ap-
proved of it in a single case at least; that a clergy-
man of the church of England once married a man
to a second wife while his first wife was living : and
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that in England now, if a man wanted to change
his wife, he had only to offer her at auction and
knock her off for a pot of beer or a shilling, and
marry another. (This last statement called out a
voice of dissent from an English working-face in
the audience.) A good deal of boasting of the
success of the Mormons, their temperance, frugal-
ity and honesty, and a sharp denunciation of the
“few stinking lawyers who lived down in whiskey
street, and for five dollars would attempt to make a
lie into a truth,” were the only other noticeable fea-
tures of this discourse of the president of the
church of the Latter Day Saints. It was a very
material interpretation of the statements and truths
of scripture, very illogically and roughly rendered;
and calculated only to influence a cheap and vulgar
. audience. Brigham Young may be a shrewd busi-
ness man, an able organizer of. labor, a bold, brave
person in dealing with the practicalities of life,—he
must, indeed, be all of these, for we see the eviden-
ces all around this city and country; but he is in
no sense an impressive or effective preacher, judged
by any standards that I have been accustomed to.
His audience, swollen one or two thousand more,
could not have helped drawing-a sharp contrast,—
dull in comprehension and fanatically devoted to
him as most of them probably are,—between his
speech and his style, and those of Mr. Colfax, who,
at a later hour this evening, delivered in the .same
place, by invitation of the church and city authori-
ties, his Chicago Eulogy on the Life and Principles
of President Lincoln. He spoke it without notes,
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and with much freedom and fervor to an audience
unused to so effective and eloquent a style, and
more unused, we fear, to such sentiments; and he
received rapt attention and apparently delighted
approval throughout the whole. Mr. Colfax’s other,
and informal speeches here, and his whole inter-
course with the authorities and people of all parties,
considerate always, but frank and ever consistent
with his principles, had won him the respect of all
and the affection of many; but the pronouncing of
this eulogy has increased the feeling in his favor to
a high enthusiasm.

The election for territorial delegate to @ongress
from Utah occurs in August. Judge Kinney, who
was sent here as judge by President Buchanan, and
becoming agreeable to the Mormon leaders, was
sent to Congress by them when superseded in his
judgeship by Mr. Lincoln, has recently come back
from Washington, and seeks re-election. But it is
doubtful if Mr. Young decides to have him go again.
He has indicated a purpose of returning Captain
Hooper, an old and prosperous merchant here, who
served the term before Judge Kinney,and who has
lately sold out his business here, in order to goona
mission for the church to England.* He was popu-
lar and useful in Congress before, is an intelligent,
able man, and though a Mormon of many years’
standing, has the principle and good sense to be
content with one most excellent wife. These and
other selections for office are of course nominally
- made by the people voting as in other States and
* Mr. Hooper has since been chosen to Congress.

6
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Territories ; but the real choice is made beforehand
by the church authorities, and the vote is usually
quite small. Only one case is known of the bish-
op’s ticket ever having been defeated. This was
at a small country village in the choice for mayor;
but the fact was not suffered to go abroad,—it was
too dangerous an example.

But adieu to Salt Lake and many-wive-and-much-
children-dom; to its strawberries and roses; its
rare hospitality ; its white crowned peaks, its wide-
*spread valley, its river of scriptural namg, its lake
of briniest taste. I have met much to admire,
many toe respect, worshiped deep before its Na-
ture,—found only one thing to condemn. I shall
want to come again when the railroad can bring
-me, and that blot is gone.




LETTER XIIL
SOCIAL LIFE AMONG THE MORMONS.

AUSTIN, Nevada, June 22.

I o back to the Mormons, to add some facts and
gossip, because their civilization is so remarkable,
and because they and their institutions are about
to come into new and final conflict with the people
and the government of the country. Polygamy in-
troduces many curious cross-relationships, and in-
tertwines the branches of the genealogical tree in
a manner greatly to puzzle a mathematician, as well
as to disgust the decent-minded. The marrying of
two or more sisters is very common; one young
Mormon merchant in Salt Lake City has three
sisters for his three wives. There are several cases
of men marrying both mother (widow) and her
daughter or daughters; taking the “old woman”
for the sake of getting the young ones; but having
children by all. Please to cipher out for yourselves
how this mixes things. More disgusting associa-
tions are known,—even to the marrying of a half-
sister by one Mormon. Consider, too, how these
children of one father and many mothers,—the latter
often blood relations,—are likely to become crossed
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again in new maryiages, in the second or third, if
not the first, generations, under the operation of this
polygamous practice; and it is safe to predict thata
few generations of such social practices will breed
a physical, moral and mental debasement of the
people most frightful to contemplate. Already, in-
deed, are such indications apparent, foreshadowing
the sure and terrible realization.

Brigham Young’s wives are numberless; at least
no one seems to know how many he has; and he
has himself confessed to forgetfulness in .the mat-
ter. The probability is he has from sixteen to
twenty genuine or complete wives, and about as
many more women “sealed” to him for heavenly
association and glory. The latter are mostly pious
old ladies, eager for high seats in the Mormon
heaven, and knowing no surer way to get there
than to be joined on to Brigham’s angelic proces-
sion. Some of these sealed wives of his are the
earthly wives of other men; but, laéking faith in
their husbands’ heavenly glory, seek to make a sure
thing of it for the future by the grace of gracious
Brigham. Down East, you know, many a husband
calculates on stealing into heaven under the pious
petticoats of his better-wife; here the thing is re-
versed, and women go to heaven because their hus-
bands take them along. The Mormon religion is
an excellent institution for maintaining masculine
authority in the family; and the greatness of a true
Mormon is measured, indeed, by the number of
wives he can keep in sweet-and loving and espe-
cially obedient subjugation. Such a man can have
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as many wives as he wants. But President Young
objects to multiplying wives for men who have
not this rare domestic gift. So there is no chance
for you and me, my dear Jones, becoming successful
Mormons!

In many cases, the Mormon wives not only sup-
port themselves and their children, but help support
their husbands. Thus asclerk or other man, with
similar limited income, who has yielded to the fasci-
nations and desires of three:or four women, and
married them all, makes his home with number one,
perhaps, and the rest live apart, each by herself, tak-
ing in sewing or washing, or engaging in other em-
ployment, to keep up her establishment and be no
charge to her husband. He comes around, once
in a while, to make her a visit, and-then she sets
out an extra table and spends all her accumulated
earnings to make him as comfortable and herself
as charming as possible, so that her fraction of the
dear sainted man may be multiplied as much as
possible. Thus the fellow, if he is lazy and has
turned his piety to the good-account of getting
smart wives, may really board around continually,
and live in clover, at no personal expense but his
own clothing. Is not this a divine institution, in-
deed!

When President Young goes on a journey through
the Territory, on private or public business, he takes
a considerable retinue with him, and always a wife g
and a barber. The former is more his servant than -
his companion in such cases, however. His house-
hold is said to be admirably managed. A son-in-
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law acts as commissary; the wives have nothing to
do with the table or its supply; and whenever they
want new clothes or pocket money, they must go
to this chief of staff or head of the family bureau.
Considering his opportunities, the head of the
Church of Latter Day Saints has made a rather
sorry selection of women on the score of beauty.
The oldest or first is a matronly-looking old lady,
serene and sober; the youngest and present pet,
who was obtained, they say, after much seeking, is
comely but common-looking, despite the extra mil-
linery in which she alone of the entire family in-
dulges. The second president and favorite prophet
of the church, Heber Kimball, who in church and
theater keeps the cold from his bare head and the
divine afflatus in by throwing a red bandanna hand-
kerchief over it, is even less fortunate in the beauty
of his wives; it is rather an imposition upon the
‘word beauty, indeed, to suggest it in their presence.
Handsome women and girls, in fact, are scarce
among the Mormons of Salt Lake,—the fewer
“Gentiles” can show many more of them. Why is
this? Is beauty more esthetic and,ascetic? Or,
good-looking women being supposed to have more
chances for matrimony than their plainer sisters,
do they all insist upon having the whole of one
man, and leave the Mormon husbands to those
whose choice is like Hobson’s? The only polyga-
mist, into whose family circle we were freely admit-
ted, had, however, found two very pretty women to
divide him between them; and I must confess they
appeared to take their share of him quite resignedly,
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if not amicably. They were English, and of nearly
equal years; appeared together in the parlor and in
public with their husband, and dressed alike; but
they had the same quiet, subdued, half-sad air that
characterized all the Mormon women, young and
old, that I saw in public or private. There is cer-
tainly none of that “loudness” about the Mormon
ladies, that an eastern man cannot help observing
in the manners of our western women generally.
And I hardly think the difference is to be attribu-
ted to the superior refinement and culture of the
sisters of the Salt Lake Basin ; it rather and really
is the sign and mark of their servitude, their de-
basement. .
Brigham Young’s younger children, as seen in his
school, to which we were admitted, look sprightly
and bright and handsome; and some of his grown
up daughters are comely and clever; but his older
sons give no marked. sign of their father's smart-
ness. The oldest, Brigham Jr, is mainly distin-
guished for his size and strength,—he weighs two to
three hundred pounds, and is muscular'in propor-
tion. He has now taken one of his wives and gone

to England with her, on business for the church.

The next son, John, is a poor, puny looking fellow,
with several wives and an inordinate love for whis-
key. Brigham’s dynasty will die with-himself.
There is no more love lost between the soldiers
and the Mormons than between the soldiers and
the Indians. The “boys in blue” regard both as
their natural enemies, and the enemies of order and
the government; and the feeling is cordially recip-
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rocated. General Connor, the commander of the
military force in Utah, has never even seen Brigham
Young; and the latter, it is quite certain, has no
desire ever to see him. There is a provost guard
of soldiers in Salt Lake City, but the rent of the
building which it occupies is about expiring, and,
according to a Mormon way of getting rid of an
uncomfortable presence, none other is now to be
had in its place. Every building singularly hap-
pens to be occupied or engaged just now; and the
Mormons have evidently hoped to thus drive all
these standing menaces, and seducers of their wo-
men, as they add the soldiers all are, out of town
and info the camp, two miles distant. But when
Mr. Colfax suggested to two or three of the elders
that such a result could only be interpreted at
Washington as a compact and contrivance to em-
~ barrass the soldiers and defy the government, they

‘seemed to be incited to a new and original line of
thought; and the probability is that the provost
guard will be able to find some unoccupied build-
ing, that had not been before thought of.

One of the characters of Mormondom is Porter
Rockwell, the accredited leader of the Danites or
“Avenging Angels” of the church. We were pre-
sented to him, and were invited to eat strawberries
and cream at his “ranch,” but our engagements did
not permit our accepting and partaking. Though
given to heavy whiskey drinking of late years, he
is as mild a mannered man as ever scuttled ship or
murdered crews; and I really do not think that any
anxiety for our lives entered into our declination of
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his hospitality, inexplicable as it may seem that
for any less reason we should have omitted any
opportunity at strawherries. There is a difference
of opinion, even among the “Gentiles,” as o his
real share in the mysterious and terrible takings-
off of parties in bad odor with the saints of the
church; though unlettered, he is strong-minded
and strong-hearted, and, unless under the influence
of a shocking fanaticism, I can hardly believe, from
his appearance and manners, he could be guilty of
such crimes as are laid at his door by the more im-
placable and suspicious of the “Gentile” residents.
I should not be willing, however, to see Mr. Fitz-
hugh Ludlow fall in his way again; there might not
be murder, but the author of the largely imagina-
tive articles in the Atlantic Monthly on this west-
ern journey would certainly feel the sharp ven-
geance of the injured and irate “Avenger.” Mr.
Ludlow tells the worst stories about Rockwell, such
as that he had committed abqut fifty murders for
the church and as many more on private account,
as if accepted, proved facts; at the same time that
he acknowledges being his guest, and availing him-
self of his courtesies to see the country. Porter
shuts his teeth hard when the subject is now men-
tioned, and mutters that he supposes “it is all
wheat,” this being Utah idiom for all right. Which
means, of course, that he don’t suppose any such
thing.

There is little or no immigration to the Mormons
this season, at least not yet. They have been send-
ing out fresh relays of missionaries and recruiting;

6* 9
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agents to England and the Continent of Europe,
and expect great returns next year. On the Sand-
wich Islands they seem to have established a per-
manent colony, also, to which has just been con-
tributed a new company of about fifty, men, women
and children -from Utah. Some of the “Gentiles”
believe this Sandwich Island movement is towards
anew and contingént base ; and that if hard pressed
here by the progress of civilization and the hand
of authority, the Mormon leaders will gather up all
their available forces and wealth, and retreat thither.
It is certain that'they must make a change of base
of one sort.or another before long, either in the
matter of polygamy, or else in the location of their
earthly tabernacles and kingdom. Even without
the interference of government, they must soon
give way here, in their peculiar sway and their re-
volting institution, before the progress of population
and the diversification of civilized industry that
comes along with it. Our bachelor stage-driver
out of Salt Lake, who said he expected to have a
revelation soon to take one of the extra wives of
a Mormon saint, is a répresentative of the Coming
Man. Let the Mormons look out for him.




SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERs.

THE MORMONS. -

THEIR - PRESENT ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE GOV-
ERNMENT.

SINCE our visit to Utah in June, the leaders among the Mormons
have repudiated their professions of loyalty to the government, de-
nied any disposition to yield the issue of Polygamy, and begun to
preach anew, and more vigorously than ever, disrespect and defiance
to the authority of the national government. They seem to be dis-
appointed and irate that their personal attentions and assurances to
Mr. Colfax and his friends did not win from them more tolerance
of their peculiar institution, and something like espousal of their
desire for admission as a State of the Union. New means are
taken to organize and drill the militia of the Territory, and to pro-
vide them with arms, under the auspices and authority of the Mor-
mon church; and an open conflict with the representatives of the
government is apparently braved, even threatened. I make these
illustrative quotations from speeches and sermons by prominent -
church leaders during August and September :—

From Heber Kimball, first Vice-President of the Church.

The next army that comes here, I want you women to meet,—all
armed with brooms and pop-squirts and hot water, to squirt hot water
all over ’em. We had a good time with the last army that came
here, and I guess we’ll have’ it with the next one! Greet them,
sisters, with a shower of suds; with even the half of a scissors
about eighteen inches long. And you, brethren, grease your old
firelocks. And you, sisters, grease your old firelocks, too. Arm
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even with cornstalks, everybody. In the “States® they do it be-
tween the ages >f eighteen and forty-five. Out hyere, I suppose we
might do so between the ages of ten and one hundred and eighty.
Broomsticks and mop-handles, brethren, and pails of hot water, my
dear sisters, if you can’t do any more. If a dozen of our women
were in the South, the time of that war, with pails of hot water,
they could have licked the northern army.

We believe what Christ taught,—the commandments he gave.
He said: “Thou shalt not interfere with thy neighbor’s wife, nor
his daughter, his house, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant.”
Christ said this; but our enemies don’t believe it. That was the
trouble between the North and the South. The abolitionists of the
North stole the niggers and caused it all. The nigger was well off
and happy. How do you know this, Brother Heber? Why, God
bless your soul, I used to live in the South, and I know! Now
they have set the nigger free; and a beautiful thing they have done
for him, haven’t they? I am what you might call a son of the vet-
erans. My father bled in the revolution for our liberties. I, his
son, have been five times robbed and driven out by Gentile perse-
cutors,—I and my brothers Charles and Samuel. hey threaten to
come here and destroy us. Let them come. I am the boy that
will resist them,

From George A. Smith, another Vice-President.

He :aid the Lincoln administration did not want peace with the
South, but wanted to destray and devastate all the good southern
people, and, that in order to do so, the party in power had laid aside
the Constitution entirely, and were the main ones who rebelled, and
the South was right. He said the northern army burned and de:
stroyed everything in the South, and abused, by force, all their wo-
men, and said they would be here some day to treat the fair women
of Utah in like manner, and that all, both old and young, should
have plenty of arms, and when they approached, God would fight
the battles and the Saints would be victorious! He said our gov-
ernment was not at peace ; and he damned it and hoped to see the
day when it would sink to hell; that'nothing in the shape of a free
government could ever stand on North American soil that was op-
posed to Mormonism and polygamy !

From Brigham Young, kimself.

He said if they undertook to try him in a Gentile court, he would
see the gavernment in hell first, and was ready to fight the govern-
ment the rub. That he had his soldiers and rifles and pistols and
ammunition and plenty of it, and cannon too, and would use them.
He was on it! The governor of this Territory was useless and
could do nothing. He (Brigham) was the real governor of this peo-
ple, and by powers of the Most High he would be governor of this
Territory forever and ever, and if the Gentiles did not like this, they
could leave and go to hell! He said that nine-tenths of the people
of the Territory were southern sympathizers; that the North was
wrong, and this people sympathized with the South.
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Much of this’demonstration is probably mere bravado ; means to
arouse the ignorant people, excite them against the government,
make them still more the fanatical followers of the church leaders,
and also to intimidate the public authorities, and induce them to
continue the same let-alone and indulgent policy that has been the
rule at Washington for so long. The government always seems to
have demonstrated just enough against the Mormons to irritate
them and keep them compact and prepared to resist it, but never
enough to make them really afraid, or to force them into any sub-
missive steps. The bristling attitude of the saints has ever had
the apparent effect to qualify the government purpose, and make
it stop short in its proceeding to enforce the laws and national au-
thority. It is no wonder, therefore, that they repeat their frantic
and fanatic appeals to their people, and their defiance to the govern-
ment, and grow more and more bold in them. They find thatit -
works better than professions of loyalty and half-way offers of sub-
mission, one bad effect of which, for their own cause, is of course
to demoralize their followers, and weaken their own authority over
them.

There is no evidence yet of any change in the policy of the execu-
tive authorities at Washington. While the new federal Governor
of the Territory, Mr. Durkee from Wisconsin, the federal judges,
and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs are both anti-Mormons and
anti-polygamists, all or nearly all the other federal officers in the
Territory are both leading Mormons and .practical polygamists,—
the postmasters, collectors of internal revenue, etc. The postmas-
ter of Salt Lake City is one of Brigham Young’s creatures, and
editor of the Mormon daily paper there. The returns of internal
revenue in the Territory are found to be, proportionately to similar
populations and wealth, quite small; and there are reasons to be-
lieve that the taxes are not faithfully assessed and collected. Gen-
eral Connor, who has been returned to his old place, as military
commander of the district of Utah alone, is assigned a force of only
one thousand soldiers; though he asked for and expected to have
five thousand. The lesser number, remote from all possible rein-
forcement, is entirely inadequate to support the Governor and judges
in any exercise of authority that they may dare to undertake, and
that the Mormons may chose to resist. One thousand soldiers could
. very readily be “wiped out,”—which is a favorite phrase of the
saints towards their enemies,—by a sudden uprising of the fanatical
followers of Brigham Young and his apostles.

7



394 "ACROSS THE CONTINENT.

" Excuse for such uprising is in much danger of Being developed
from the growing strength and impatience of the anti-Mormon ele-
ments in society at Salt Lake City, and the reckless, desperate
character of some of those elements. Miners from Idaho and Mon-
tana have come into that city to winter, to spend their profits, if suc-
cessful, or to pick up a precarious livihg, if unlucky. Many dis-
charged soldiers also remain there or in the neighboring districts.
The growing travel and commerce across the Continent floats in
other persons, “good, bad and indifferent” as to habits and self-
control. Other accessions to the “ Gentile ” strength and agitation
are constantly being made. The merchants of that class are in-
creasing and becoming prosperous; those who have been silent and
submissive under the Mormon hierarchy, dare now to demonstrate
their real feelings, under the protection of sympathy and soldiers ;
the ¢ Daily Union Vedette” continues to be published as organ of
" the soldiers and other “Gentiles,” and is bold and unsparing and
constant in its denunciations of the Mormon church and its infte-
ences; Rev. Norman MacLeod, chaplain of the soldiers, and pastor
of the Congregational society in Salt Lake City, has returned from
a summer’s trip to Nevada and California, with funds for buildinga
meeting-house, and increased zeal against the Mormons ; a “Gen-
tile” theater has been established ; various social organizations, in
the same interest, are increasing, and growing influential over the
young people ; General Connor himself, his fellow-otficers and sol-
diers are all bitter in their hatred of the Mormons, and eager for
opportunities to subdue them to the governmental authority ; Gov-
ermnor Durkee seems less disposed to be tolerant of the Mormon
control and the Mormon disrespect to federal authority, than his
predecessors generally have been; and the judges, goaded, like all
the rest of the “ Gentiles,” by Mormon insults and Mormon defiance,
and their own incapacity, under government neglect, to perform their
duties, more than share the common feeling of antagonism to the
church leaders.

Thus the two parties are growing more and more antagonistic,
more and more into a spirit of conflict. Thus, too, while are rap-
idly aggregating and operating the means by which the Mormon
problem is ere long to be solved, even without the'special help
or interference of the government, are also coming into life the
elements and the danger of a more serious and personal collision,
in which the Mormons, from their numerical superiority, would
most probably be successful, and, quite likely, wreak terrible ven-
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geance on theft enemies. Of course, such a result would evoke full
retribution on their own heads; for then people and government
would arouse, and enforce speedy and complete subjugation.

But these threatened and dreaded results ought to be and can be
avoided. The government has now the opportunity to guide and
control the operation of natural causes to the overthrow, of po-
lygamy and the submission of the Mormon aristocracy, without the
shedding of blood, without the loss of a valuable population and
their industries. The steps to this are, first, a sufficient military
force in the Territory “to keep the peace; ” to protect freedom of
speech, of the press, and of religious proselytism ; to forbid any per-
sonal outrages on the rights ot the Mormons; and to prevent any
revenges by them upon the “ Gentiles.” And next, the supplanting
of all polygamists in federal offices by men not connected with that
distinctive sin and offense of the church. These steps, wisely taken,
firmly administered, would rapidly give the growing anti-polyga-
mous elements such moral power, as would ensure speedy and
bloodless revolution. It may not be wise or necessary, at least at
present, in view of past indulgence, to undertake to enforce the fed-
vral law against polygamy; that may be held in abeyance until the
effect of such proceedings as have been indicated is fully developed.
In short, I would change the government policy from the ‘“do-
thing?” to the “make-haste-slowly” character ; I would have its
nfluence decidedly and continuously felt in the Territory against the
crime of polygamy.

Neglecting to do this, there is danger of anarchy and deadly con-
flict springing up on that arena ; there is also sure prospect that the
people of the country at large will, in their impatience and disgust,
force upon Congress such radical measures against the Mormons, as
are, in regard to our past neglect and the present opportunity of
peaceful revolution, to be almost as deeply deprecated. In either
event, the responsibility will rest heavily and sharply upon the
President and his Cabinet, who are permitting the affairs of the
Territory to drift on in the present loose and dangerous way, either
ignorant of, or indifferent to, the rapidly developing social conflict
there.

DEFENSE OF POLYGAMY.

My readers may be interested to know the reply of the Mormons
‘o my letters on the subject of Polygamy. The Deseret News, the
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official organ of the church, had such a reply in August, from which
I quote :—

“ As a people we view every revelation from the Lord as sacred.
Polygamy was none of our seeking. It came to us from Heaven,
and we recognized in it; and still do, the voice of Him whose right
it is not only to teach us but to dictate and teach all men, for in
His hand is the breath of the nostrils, the life and existence of the
proudest, most exalted, most learned or puissant of the children of
men. It is extremely difficult, nay utterly impossible, for those who
have not been blessed with the gift of the Holy Ghost, to enter into
our feelings, thoughts and faith in these matters. They talk of rev-
elation given, and of receiving counter revelation to forbid what has
been commanded, as if man was the scle author, originator and de-
signer of them. Granted that they do not believe the revelations
we have received come from God. Granted that they do not believe
in God at all, if they so desire it. Db they wish to brand a whole
people with the foul stigma of hypocrisy, who, from their leaders to
the last ¢onverts that have made the dreary journey to these moun-
tain wilds for their faith, have proved their honesty of purpose and
deep sincerity of faith by the most sublime sacrifices? Either that
is tge issue of their reasoning, or they imagine that we serve and
worship the most accommodating Deity ever dreamed of in the
wildest vagaries of the most savage polytheist. Either they imagine
that we believe man concocts an J:zvnses the revelations which we |
receive, or that we serve a God who will oblige us at any time by
giving us revelations to suit our changing fancies, or the dictation
of men who have declared the canon ofg revelation full, sealed up
the heavens as brass, and utterly repudiate the interference of the
Almighty in the affairs of men. "By the first of these suppositions
we would be gross hypocrites ; by the other grosser idiots.

“Know, zentlemen of the press and all whom it may concern,
that though a re‘pugnance to this doctrine may be expressed by one
in a thousand of the people whom you call * Mormons,’ he is not
one, nor recognized as such by that religious community of which
he may be called a member. If one revelation is untrue, all are
untrue ; if one was revealed by God, all have their origin in the
same Divine source.”

‘T'he News goes on to declaim that greater purity, better morals
accompany Polygamy than Monogamy, and adds :— °

“As well might it be said that the affection of the parent must be
confined to one child, and that the affection of a united family could
not reciprocate that >f the parent, or jealousy wouild «creep 1in, bit-
terness of thought be 2ngendered and the finer feelings and suscep-
tibilities be blunted, is that one man cannot entertain fot and ex-
tend affection to more than one woman, or that his affection could
not be -eciprocated by more than one without the same results being
callec ato existence.

“Tue dresumed nisery consequent upon polygamy is advanced
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as one of the strongest arguments against it. Upon what is it
based? Some person met and conversed with some other person
who did not enjoy that amount of happiness in polygamy, which
they desircd to realize.  Who does in any condition of life? How
many monogamic wives curse the hour they ever entered the bonds
of wedlock? There is no argument in it, nor can an argument be
logically based upon it. It is a statement, and can be met by a
counter statement which the experience of this united people can
indorse, they having had a practical acquaintance with, and an ex-
perience in, the workings of both forms of marriage. Take fifty
polygamic families indiscriminately from this community, and the
same number in the same manner g-om any other community in the
world, and there will be found more conjugal unhappiness in the
latter than exists in the former.”

The Mormons poipt lustily to the incontinence and license that
exist in society, where one man to one wife is the rule, as practical’
argument in favor of their system. It is their final and favorite ap-
peal, and always very satisfactory—to themselves. They hold that
there is more real purity and order, in the intercourse of the sexes,
in society based upon Polygamy, than ih that where Monogamy is
the law, and license the practice. K

A SPECIMEN OF MORMON -‘PREACHING. .

This extract from a late Sunday discourse in the Salt Lake City
Tabernacle by Heber C. Kimball, the first Vice-President and chief
prophet of the church, is a fair specimen of a good deal of the
preaching of the Mormon bishops. I have reports of other ser-
mons by Brigham Young himself and others, so absolutely filthy in
language, that they cannot be reproduced in print anywhere :—

“Ladies apd gentlemen, good morning. I am going to talk to
you by revelation. I never study my sermons, and when I get up
to speak, I never know what I am going to say only as it is revealed
to me from on high; then all I say is true; could it help but be so,
when God communicates to you through me? The Gentiles are
our enemies ; they are damned forever; they are thieves and mur-
derers, and if they don’t like what I say they can go to hell, damn
them! They want to come here in large numbers and decoy our
women. I Jave introduced some Gentiles to my wives, but I will
not do it again, because,. if I do, I will have to take them to my
houses and introduce them to Mrs. Kimball at one house, and to
Mrs. Kimball at another house, and so on; and they will say Mrs. -

* Kimball such, and Mrs. Kimball such, and so on, are w—— The
are taking some of .our fairest daughters from us now in Salt Lake
City, damn them. If I catch any of them running after my wives
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I will send them to hell! and ladjes yon must not keep their com-
wny, you sin if you do, and you will be damned and go to hell.
hat do you think of such neople? They hunt after our fairest and
prettiest women, and it is a ;amentable fact that they would rather
o with them damned scoundrels than stay with us. If Brother
righam comes to me, and says he wants one of my daughters, he
has a right to take her, and I have the exclusive right to give her
to who I please, and she has no right to refuse; it she does, she
will be damned forever and ever, because she belongs to me. She
is part of my flesh, and no one has a right to take her unless I say
S0, anf' more than he has a right to take one of my horses or cows.
“ All the federal Governor has to do is to pay the legislature and
administer justice. Are the Governors our masters? No, sir; not
for me; the‘y" are our servants. We have our apostolic govern-
ment.  Brigham Young is our leader, our President, our Governor.
I am Lieutenant-Governor. Aint I a terriblesfeller? Why, it has
taken the hair alt off my head. At least it would, if I hadn’t lost
it before. I lost it in my hardships, while going out to preach the
kingdom of God, without purse or scrip.

“[To the Gentiles.] Oh, don’t be scart at me! Come up to my
house and see me. I will give you some peaches, and make
happy. I have two sons abroad preaching the kingdom of
Brother Byrd says they are good boys. It makes me proud to heam
it. I want the time to come when I can send out fifty sons te
preach, all at one lick. Come up and see me. I will give you
some peaches. I will give you some apples. I would give you
some meat if I had it, but I am about out.” .

THE EMIGRATION OF 186s.

The Mormons boast of one thousand emigrants from Europe this
season, proselyted and shipped by their missionaries abroad. Most

"+ of them are English and Norwegians, simple, ignorant people, be-

yond any class known in American society, and so eagy victims to
the shrewd and sharp and fanatical Yankee leaders in the Mormon
church. Education, common schools are among the first of reforma-
tory means needed {n Utah,



III.

MR. COLFAX’S SPEECHES.

THis record of the remarkable Summer’s Journey Across the
Continent would be incomplete, without some portion, at least, of
the many and valuable public speeches on the route, by MR. CoL-
FAX, whose high public position and wide personal popularity made
the trip so conspicuous, and gave all its participants such rare ad-
vantages. These speeches are but generally described in the Let-
ters; and the extracts that follow,—only too limited by the confines
of the volume,—relate almost solely to special themes connected
with the development and civilization of the Mountain and Pacific
States :— ’

MR. LINCOLN’S MESSAGE TO THE MINERS.
From MR. COLFAX’s Speeck at Central City, Colorado, May 27.

He had come in part to bring a message from our late President,—
that noble man, so pure, so patriotic, so forgiving, the most lovable:
of all men, whose tender heart bore no ill-will, who never answered
railing with railing ; on the very night he was seeking to soften the
fate of the fallen enemies of the country, struck down by the as-
sassin. The crime towered in its infamy, but its purpose was not
accomplished. It was intended to weaken the Nation, but it made
the Nation stronger. It had placed Abraham Lincoln on the very
pinnacle of fame. He did not die because he was Abraham Lin-
coln, but because he represented the Nation’s contest with and vic-
tory over treason. We might engrave his name on marble,—it
would crumble ; we might inscribe it on Mt. Blanc, where that liv-
ing wall four thousand feet in hight overlaid a portion of the moun-
tain eleven thousand feet high,—that granite spire would moulder
in fragments round the base of its pedestal before the name and
memory of Abraham Lincoln would be forgotten.

Said Mr. Linceln to me, when I called the da{before his death,
to say good-bye :—*“Mr. Colfax, I want you to take a message from
me to the miners whom you visit. I have (said he) very large ideas
of the mineral wealth of our Nation. I believe it practically inex-
baustible. It abounds al' over the western countrv. from the Rocky
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Mountains  the Pacific, and its development has scarcely com.
menced. During the war, when we were adding a couple of mi!-
lions of dollars every day to our national debt, I did not care about
encouraging the increase in the volume of our precious metals.
We had the country to save first. But now that the rebellion is
overthrown and we know pretty nearly the amount of our national
debt, the more gold and silver we mine, makes the payment of that
debt so much the easier. Now, (said he, speaking with much em-
phasis,) { am going to encourage that in every possible way. We
shall have hundreds of thousands of disbanded soldiers, and many
have feared that their return home in such great numbers might
paralyze industry 12' furnishing suddenly a greater supply of labor
than there will be demand for. I am going to try to attract them
to the hidden wealth of our mountain ranges, where there is room
enough for all. Immigration, which even the war has not stopped,
will land upon our shores hundreds of thousands more per year
from overcrowded Europe. I intend to point them to the gold and
silver that waits for them in the West. Tell the miners from me,
that T shall promote their interests to the utmost of my ability; be-
cause their prosperity is the prosperity of the Nation, and (said he,
his eye kindling with enthusiasm,) we shall prove in a very few
years, that we are indeed the treasury of the world.”

That evening he (Mr. Colfax) had called again and was with the
President half an hour just before he started for the theater, to
which he had been invited to accompany him. But he expected to
leave Washington the next morning, andv having other engagements
for the evening, he could not go. The President was still in the
highest spirits in the evening. As he was departing for the theater,
accompanied to the door by Mr. Ashmun of Massachusetts,—the
last walk to the door of the Executive Mansion he was ever to
take,—as they were shaking hands, a thought seemed to strike the
President, who repeated in a cqndensed form what he had just de-
livered to us, thus showing how important he held it, and said to
him, “Pon’t forget, Colfax, to tell those miners that that is m
speech to them,—a pleasant journey to you. I will telegrapl

ou at San Francisco,—good-bye,”—the last good-bye of his life.

hese words he brought were the last words of the President on
Fublic subjects before the bullet of the assassin crashed throuéh
his brain. It showed that amid the exultation consequent on the
grandest consummation of the dearest wishes of the President and
the Nation, the interests of the great West, particularly of the
miners, were uppermost in his thoughts. These words were true,
prophetic.

THE RESPECTIVE DUTIES OF GOVERNMENT AND
BEOi’LE—SUGGESTIONS TO THE MORMONS.

From MR. COLFAX’S Speeck™ at Great Salt Lake City, Fune 12.

I have had a theory for years past that it is the duty of men who
are in public life, charged with a participation in the government
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of a great country like ours, to know as much as possible of the
interests, development, and resources of the country whose destiny,
comparatively, has been committed to their hands. And I said to
my giends, ify they would accompany me, we would travel over the
New World till we could look from the shores of the Pacific towards
the Continent of Asia, the cradle of the human race. And, there-
fore, we are here, traveling night and day over your mountains and
valleys, your deserts and plains, to see this region between the
Rocky Mountains and the Pacific, where, as I believe, the seat of
Empire in this Republic ultimately is to be. )
ow, you who are pioneers far out here in the distant West, have
many things that you have a right to ask of your government. -1 can
scarcely realize with this large assembly around me, that there is an
almost boundless desert of twelve hundred miles between myself and
the valley of the Mississippi. There are many things that you have
a right to demand; you have created, however, many things here
for yourselves. No one could traverse your city without recogniz-
ing that you are a people of industry. It happened to be my fortune
in Congress to do a little towards increasing the postal facilities in
the West, not as much as I desired, but as much as I could obtain
from Congress. And when it was proposed, to the astonishment of
my fellow-members, that there should be a daily mail run across
these pathless plains and mighty mountains, through the wilderness
of the West to the Pacific, with the pathway lined with our enemies
the savages of the forest, and where the luxuries and even the nec-
essaries of life in some parts of the route are unknown, the project
was not considered possible; and then, when in my position as
Chairman of the Post-Office Committee, I proposed that we should
vote a million of dollars a year to put that mail across the Continent,
members came to me and said “You will ruin yourself.” They
thought it was monstrous, an unjust and extravagant expenditure.
1 said to them, though I knew little of the West then compared to
what I have learned in the few weeks of this trip, I said, “The peo-
le along the line of that route have a right to demand it at your
Eands, and in their behalf I demand it.” Finally the bill'was coaxed
through, and you have a daily mail running through here, or it would
run with almost the regulanty of clockwork, were it not for the in-
cursions of these savages. And here let me say, by way of paren-
thesis, that if I ever had any particular lovesfor “the noble red man,”
it is pretty much evaporated during this trip. I do not think as
much of him as I did. They were locking down from the hills at.
us, as we have since learned ; and had it not been that Mr. Otis and
I had our hair cut so short at Atchison, that it would not have paid
expenses to be taken even by an Indian, they might have scalped us.
You had a right to this daily mail, and you have it. You had a
ri%ht, also, to demand, as the eastern l|:ortion of this Republic had,
telegraphic communication speeding the messages of {iie and death,
opened up
by that frail wire, the conductor of Jove’s thundérbolts, tamed down
and harnessed for the use of man. And it fell to my fortune to ask
it for you ; to ask a subsidy from the government in its aid. It was
but hardly obtained; yet, now the grand result is achieved, who re-
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ets it,—who would part with this bond of union and civilization?

here was another great interest you had a right to demand. In-
stead of the slow, toilsome and expensive manner in which you
freight your goods and hardware to this distant Territory, you should
have a speedy transit between the Missouri valley and this intra-
montane basin in which you live. Instead of paying two or three
prices,—sometimes overrunning the cost of the article,—you should
have a railroad communication, and California demanded this. I
said, as did many others in Congress, “This is a great national en-
terprise; we must bind the Atlantic and Pacific States together by
bands of iron; we must send the iron horse through all these vai-
leys and. mountains of the interior, and when thus interlaced to-
gether, we shall be a more compact and homogeneous Republic.”
And the Pacific Railroad bill passed. This great work of uniting
three thousand miles, from shore to. shore, is to be consummated,
and we hail the day of peace, because with peace we can do many
things as a Nation that we cannot do in war. This railroad is to be
built, this company is to build it; if they do not, the government
will. It shall be put through soon; not toilsomely, slowly, as a far
distant event, but as an event of the decade in which we live. * * #*

And now, What has the government a right to demand of you? It
is not that which Napoleon exacts from his officers in France,—
which is allegiance to the Constitution and fidelity to the Emperor.
Thank God, we have no Emperor nor despot in this country, throned
or unthroned. Here, every man has the right, himself, to exercise
his elective suffrage as he sees fit, none mole!ting him or makin,
him afraid. And the duty of every American citizen is condense
in a single sentence, as I said to ypur committee yesterday,—not in
allegiance to an Emperor, but a/legiance to the Constitution, obedience
0 the laws, and devotion to the Union. [Cheers.] When you live to
that standard, you have the right to demand protection; and were
you three times three thousand miles from the national capital,
wherever the starry banner of the Republic waves and a man stands
under it, if his rights of life, liberty and property are assailed, and
he has rendered #4:s allegiance to his country, it is the duty of the
government to reach out its arm, if it take a score of regiments,
protect and uphold him in his rights. [Cheers.]

THE MINES AND THEIR TAXATION.
From MR. COLFAX’S Speeck at Virginia City, Nevada, Fune 26.

I know that in all these mining regions, there is some distrust and
alarm, in regard to the taxation of the mines; and I came here this
evening to this balcony, that I might tell you frankly what I believe
myself, about this interesting subject, whether it agrees with your
views, or does not agree with them,—for I can only speak to you
those words that I sincerely believe. I take it for granted, in the
first place, that everybody in this broad land has, directly or indi-
rectly, to aid in the payment of our national debt; that debt which
has been accumulated for the salvation of our country; a debt which,



SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERS: SPEECHES. 409

great as it is, is small in comparison with the value of the great in-
terests which were saved by its incurring. For though it has cost
much to save this country, it will prove in the end that it has cost
less to save than it would have cost to lose the country. The ques-
tion is, how shall this burden be adjusted? For it is the duty of
the statesman to adjust that burden with equity to all the interests
in the land. I came from my home on this fong journey, not for
pleasure and relaxation alone, but for instruction; that I might see
with my own eyes the improvement in the West, the interests and
resources of the country on this side of the Continent, its wants and
what it had a right to demand of legislation. Having been in the
past,—and I do not speak of it boastfully, for I believe you all know
what I have done for western interests in the past,—having been in
that past a sincere and earnest friend of western interests, I thought
that a personal visit to this interesting region of the Republic, now
being developed rapidly, and to be developed with tenfold rapidity
in the years which are to come, now that peace has returned to our
land, might make me a more intelligent and useful friend and advo-
cate of western interests than ever before. '

In the first place, I believe in a fable that I read in my younger
years, the moral of which was that you should never kill the goose
which laid the golden egg.” On the contrary, you should encourage
the goose to lay more eggs of that kind. [Applause.]

I think that is a principle you will all agree in. We are having
an immense immigration from Europe. It was scarcely checked by
the war, even with all the threatening of a draft hanging over the
immigrant,—a threat which the potentates and powers of Europe
published throughout their lands, and hadedescribed with exaggera-
ted terrors. The subjects in Europe were told that our country was
racked with civil strife, was.going down into anarchy and ruin; that
the great institutions of American liberty were overthrown, and that
we were to be consigned to constant intestine war hereafter. In
spite ot all these prophecies of evil, immigrants poured in upon us,
even during the war, by thousands and tens of thousands. They
will come by hundreds of thousands hereafter. They have to go
somewhere in this broad land. When they arrive on our shores
from overcrowded Europe, they should be pointed to this western
realm of country, filled with the precious metals, open for all men to
come and prospect and gather for themselves. I want no fetters of
restriction placed upon the mining prospector who is willing to pur-
sue his hazardous vocation. On the contrary, I would encourage
him, and I would encourage others to come hither and follow his ex-
ample, by extending every reasonable inducement. And I think we
have a precedent in our legislation, which justifies us in throwing open
all these lands to whomsoever may choose to come here to dig for sil-
verand forgold. If you will look at the policy of our country, which,
after years of stormy contest in Congress, was finally settled in regard
to our agricultural lands,—a policy that will never be repealed,—
you will find a policy which 1s the truest and wisest that a great
country could adopt in order to have its people tilling the soil, be-
coming producers of national wealth, adding to our agricultural re-
sources, calling our people away from the crowded cities to make
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them tillers of the soil of the Republic. That policy is to give them
an estaté at a nominal price, throwing open our public lands to them,
that they may become owners of the soil they till and have a stake
in the prosperity of the Nation. That is the great object sought to
be obtaincci and which is obtained, by the provisions of the home-
stead law. If that is the just policy in regard to the agricultural
lands, it is equally just in regard to the mineral lands. Because the
man who goes, enjoying the benefits of the homestead law, to till
the soil, is assured of success. He knows, judging by all ordinary
calculations, that when he turns over the greensward with his plow
and puts in the seed, it will return him ten, twenty or fifty fold. But
the miner, on the contrary, knows that his vocation is a hazardous
one; and if there should be a priority of benefits to either, I would
hold out rather more inducements to the miner upon the mineral
lands, than I would to the tiller upon the acres of agricultural lands.
[Applause.] But I believe in assimilating the policy. If it is right
In the one case it is right in the other, and upon that rock of right I
plant myself in that policy. [Applause.]

But the homestead law says that this land shall only be given to
the farmer upon condition that he will occupy and improve the land
himself. If he abandon th¢ land, he loses it, If he attempts to
hold it as.a non-resident, he loses it. He must go on and add to the
national wealth by his industry; and upon.that condition he recerves
the land at a mere nominal fee for the patent granted to him, after
five years occupancy, by the government. That seems to be the |
correct policy, and that should be the policy in regard to the mineral
lands. While the right of discovery and occupancy should be pro-
. tected by the government, when mineral discoveries, or what are
_ supposed to be such, are abandoned, they should not be held to the

exclusion of those who* might be willing to work the abandoned
claims. That is a doctrine which is based upon the principles of
justice, I think. .

Now, my friends, in regard to taxation, I have precedents which
will be familiar to you when I quote them. . And I speak of these
things because I would, as far as possible, impress on your minds
those precedents, as I believe them to be right, and that your sena-
tors, and that your representatives may place your claims and your
demands in the Capital at Washington, not upon the basis of a bo-
nus to the miner, but upon the basis of justice as compared with
other interests in the land. Let us examine the principles of the
tax bill which we have framed. I know that it is a heavy and oner-
ous tax bill. Nothing in the shape of a tax bill is calculated to be
popular. Government can never get that class of bills exactly cor-
rect; and I would not claim that this one is exactly correct, although
I believe it is as nearly equal in its burdens as possible. In that
tax bill you will see illustrated thé policy of Congress, which has
been to put the tax as far away as possible from the first production
of the soil. Let us take, for instance, the article of wood. There
is nothing in the tax bill levying a tax on wood growing in the forest
or cut down by the forester ; but when the wood is manufactured
into a buggy, into a wagon, into cabinet-ware, or into any other kind
of work made of wood, then the tax accrues for the first time upon
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the manufactured article, whatever it may be, and not until then.
It is so with wool. "There is no tax in the national tax law on the
wool upon the sheep’s back; there is no tax upon it after it is
di]:ged from the sheep’s back and packed up in bales in the store
of the wool merchant or sheep raiser. But when the wool is manu-
factured into woolen goods, then it is taxed,—not until then. The
same principle applies to tobacco, which I presume you know is very
heavily taxed. Now, I don’t suppose that any of you drink whiskey.
[La’ugiter and cries of “No, no!” “never!”] But if you do drink
.whiskey,—~which I don’t,—you will realize that every glass of whis-
key which you drink and pay for, contributes a portion to the reve-
nues of the general government, whether you like it or not. Now I
take all my vice out,—(I think every man is guilty of at least one
vice,—I don’t believe there are any perfect men,—I believe the
ladies are about all perfect, Heaven’s last best gift to man, but I
believe that all men are addicted to one vice or another)—I take my
vice out in tobacco, in smoking. I take my cigar, and have the
satisfaction of thinking that by every one I smoke I am aiding
somewhat in the support of the general government. If any of you
take lgatent medicines, you are entitled to feel the same interest and
satisfaction in the operation. [Laughter.] You will see on the out-
side label a stamp of from two to four cents. So much is contribu-
ted to the general government from that particular source. But, to
resume seriously: There is no tax upon tobacco in the leaf, nor is
there any tax upon the corn out of which the whiskey is made.
When the corn is manufactured into whiskey, then the government
puts the tax on the whiskey, When the tobacco is manufactured
into cigars or plug, then the tax is put on. This is the policy of the
general government in this respect. There-is only one exception to
it. That is cotton. Cotton is taxed when it is produced in the
field. There is a reason for that. Cotton used to be king. We
concluded that we would see if we could not in this Republic dare
to tax the king. That is the on@ exception in the tax law. In
every other case the tax 1s put away from the produce until the
article is manufactured or ready for consumption.

You understand already what I am going to say to you. That is
just my theory in regard to the taxation of the precious metals.

on’t embarrass the men who are taking the precious metals out
of the mines; but when these metals are assayed, when they enter
as bullion or coin into the monetary wealth of the country, then they
will be taxed, and then they should be taxed, and then, whether you
like it or not, they must be taxed. [Great applause.] I think that
is the true basis to put this whole question upon in Congress, and,
presented in that way, I believe that you can command success and
that regard for your interests which you need and justly require.

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.
From MR. COLFAX’S Speeck at Virginia City, Nevada, Fune 26.

A Voice.—“How about the Pacific Railroad ?”
-n regard to the Pacific Railroad, I can only turn to my record on
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that subject. I believe the Pacific Railroad to be a national and po-
litical and military necessity. I believe that there should be a rail-,
road binding this great Continent together with its iron bands. It is
riveted and banded together now by mountain and river and plain,
upon which are written: “What has joined together let no
man put asunder.” And when the tide of immigration poured
across these Plains and made these States of the Pacific Coast,
looking out ‘over the slope of the Sierras across the Pacific Ocean
to the birthplace of mankind, the Continent of Asia, I believed it
was our duty, the duty of those of us living in the older States, to
make the means of transit between the Pacific and Atlantic States
not a slow and toilsome journey by ox or horse or mule team, but by
the iron horse that we have in all other portions of the land. Years
and years ago, before there was a Pacific Railroad bill passed in
Congress, I was its earnest advocate. When men talked about the
amount of money that would have to be paid by the general gov-
ernment in the building of a line of road, I said that was not an 1ota
in the balance in comparison with its national benefits. ‘Since that
time the necessity for it has been enhanced. It is needed for the de-
velopment of this mineral wealth. Go with me to Austin, where I
saw their seams of silver with my own eyes. There are mines there
which would be sources of wealth on either side of the Sierra Ne-
vadas. Many of them, besides those now being worked, could be
developed, but cannot be now. Why? Because of their distance
from their base of supplies; because of the great cost of freight,—
of machinery. But when we have a Pacific Railroad opening to this
vast interior region, with all its enormous resources, then the mining
pioneers of our country will be able to work with great profit the
mineral lands which cannot now be worked at all. It will pay back
to our hational treasury far more than the bonus which may be given
to aid in the construction of such a railroad or railroads; it will add
to our national wealth; besideg being a bond of union, firm as the
eternal hills, over which the trdcks will run. And I believe-that it
is about to come, and come rapidly, if continuell peace enables us to
devote the energies of the country to it.

THE REPUBLIC AND PEACE—THE MEXICAN
QUESTION.

From MR. COLFAX’S Speeck at San Francisco, Fuly 8.

So much for the past and present of our country. Now, what of
its future? Providence hides destiny from individuals.

«Heaven from all creatures hides the book of Fate ;
All but the page prescribed,—the present state.”

But Nations can predict their destiny for themselves. It is beyond
the limit of mortal conception to compass the grandeur of the future
"of our Nation, if prudence guides its course. Napoleon has said in
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nis day, after a bloody war, that his empire was peace; we can more
truly say that this Republic is peace. _Peace is the mission of Free-
dom, and Freedom is the primal principle of the American Repub-
lic. It is not by the glory and triumphs of aggressive war that its
destiny is to be realized, but by peace. :

I am here among you people of California apparently a welcome
guest. You have placed full confidence in my honesty of purpose,
and I would not appear before you to speak only those words which
you would applaud, when I really differed from you. I know how
you feet on the Monroe Doctrine and driving out Maximilian. [Tre-
mendous applause.] I do not agree with you on these subjects; I
will be frank with you. I am opposed to war for any purpose, or
for any cause, except for the vindication of the national honor, or
the saKlation of the Union. [Applause.] I am for such a war, iL it
should occupy four, ten or forty years; but to war in any other
cause, that can be honorably avoided, I am opposed. You people
of California have not seen the horrors and desolations of war
around your own doors; you have not seen the hundreds and thou-
sands oly friends, neighbors and countrymen torn, mangled, dead and
dying on the cold earth moistened by their blood; {ou have not
seen the long string of ambulances carrying the mangled, groaning,
suffering thousands as they have been carried to the hospitals to die,
or to suffer mutilation even worse than death, that cause vigorous,
industrious men to become burdens on society for life ; you have not
seen and could not have heard of half the horrors of war. O, it
is a fearful thing to rush into war, except for the preservation of
one’s country. Such a war is as sacred as the war against the Sara-
cens to save the sepulchre of the Savior from the pollution of the
Infidel. I am for no war with any Nation, if that war can by any
honorable statesmanship be avoided, even if by saying so I shall be
driven into private life. I am a believer in the justice and patriot-
ism and republicanism of the Monroe Doctrine. [Tremendous ap-
plause.] But I am not for war with®France and England on that

uestion now, with its renewed destruction of gur commerce; its
rivers of blood, and its millions of added debt. want the Pacific
Railroad built, instead of the laurels of victory on fields of carnage
and of death. I want the progress and blessings of peace, instead
of more hecatombs of piled up dead, and hundreds of millions
more of debt. I want the ptosperitz and developments of peace. I
do not object to the principles of the Monroe Doctrine. I admire
the coura.ie and patriotism of Juarez and his patriot bands in de-
fence of their native land. I do not think Maximilian is the right-
ful ruler of Mexico. [Enthusiastic applause.] But I object to rush-
ing into a foreign war ere we have scarcely ended our domestic one,
to drive him out. I believe that diplomacy can effect the purpose
better. Time may settle it for us, if we are but patient and firm.
When you have a President in the chair, who is such a believer in
the Monroe Doctrine as Mr. Johnson, whose sentiments expressed
in the Senate of the Nation on this question, leave us in no doubt
where he stands. Trust him, then, to effect this object. His patri-
otism no one can doubt. Faithful among the faitkless, he stood b
his country when every other southern senator faltered or deserte
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Remember that his chief adviser is W. H. Seward, whom God has
spared from the bloody harvest of the assassins who thought to
gather the lives of six of the truest in the land, but reaped with
their murdersous sickle but one. Trust him! His diplomacy has
more than once saved the country from a foreign war, and will solve
this question successfully without war. We are strong enough as a
Nation to gain our own ends without wars. Let us stand and
trust in the government, in Johnson, in Seward, in Stanton and
their faithful associates, and all will be well. [Applause.]

CALIFORNIA’S PAST AND FUTURE.
From MR. COLFAX'S Speeck at Sam Francisco, Fauly 8.

You, as a people, are most deeply interested in the future progress
and prosperity of our common country. Less than twenty
ago,—and what a little time it appears,—this great city of San Fran-
cisco was not; its site was scarcely known. But gold was discov-
ered, and hither came adventurous pioneers with their caravans,
laden, not with the spices and perfume of Asia, nor like the cara-
vans of the Indies, with their wealth, but with their wives, children,
and household goods, wending their way over the sandy deserts, or
scaling craggy passes through the mighty mountain ranges that sep-
arate you from your sister States on the Atlantic side of the Con-
tinent. These were men of energy and of iron will; and it needs
both to travel two thousand miles over such a country, and to brave
the blood-thirsty savages on the way. They were men of faith,
tried in the ordeal of adversity, and profited g' its lessons. It was
such men who founded your State, it was sucK men that saved it
from the grasp of slavery, whigh its advocates had already fastened
upon it. It was by their means that she entered the glorious sister-
hood of States, clothed in the golden robes of Freedom. If with
such a foundation, with the example of such men before you, you
are but true to yourselves, it is beyond the power of language to
picture the glory of your future. \;our city is destined to become
the New York of the Pacific, commanding much of the trade of
China, Japan, India, Australia, Mexico, South and Central America,
while your store of mineral wealth, and the richness and variety of
your grain and fruijt, and the energy and enterprise of your people,
must make your future great and glorious. Then the interest taken
in the departures of your semi-monthly steamers, will be lost in the
continued daily departures of many to all parts of the globe. And
now, as I say to you good-night, let us all rejoice together, that,
from Orient to Occident; from sea to sea; from the Atlantic sea-
board, where the masts of our commerce are like the trees of the
forest, across valley and river, over the vast mountains that lift their
mighty forms as sentinel watch-towers of our inheritance; to the
Golden Gate; from the frozen North to the sunny South, we have
now, and shall have in all the coming centuries, but one Nation, one
Constitution, one Flag, and one glorious Destiny!
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) AMERICA AND BRITAIN.
From MR. COLFAX’s Speeck at Victoria, Vancouver's Island, Fuly 27.

You have given me a welcome that is truly gratifying. I see
around me not only American citizens, but the officials, civil and
military, and the subjects of that great and good woman, Queen Vic-
- toria. Although I am a republican in every sinew and fiber, I never
think of her without my heart flowing with gratitude. When our
country was in imminent peril, and when Great Britain and America,
the representatives of a common lineage, a common language, and,
if such it can be called, a common religion, were almost embroiled
in mortal conflict on the Trent difficulty, Queen Victoria stepped in
and demanded of her ministers that the character of their missives
should be conciliatory; that it should not be repulsive to the United
States, but should enable the American people to comply with the
request without any sacrifice of honor. On that occasion she proved
her wisdom, her sagacity, and her kindness, #* #* #* # % » =

I know there are difficulties between the United States and Na-
tions on the other side of the Atlantic, but these can be safely con-
fided to the sagacity and wisdom of the respective governments.
We Americans should never forget, so long as we speak the same
tongue;, how much we owe to the people of the British Isles,—in
science and art; in history and literature ; in poesy and song. We
claim an equal share in the fame of Shakespeare and Milton, Cowper
and Pope, Gibbon and Macaulay, Newton and Rosse. * #* * *

The people of Great Britain respect the memory of Wilberforce.
1 think it was Macaulay who said of that great man, when he as-
cended to the judgment-seat of God, that he held in his hands the
shackles of a hundred thousand of his fellow-beings. We had an-
other name hallowed in all our memories, and never to be forgotten
in connection with the emancipation of the slaves,—the name of a
great and good and kind-hearted man,—Abraham Lincoln,—who,
taking the helm of State, never despaired of our great Republic,
proving himself the faithful and indomitable pilot, steering through
good and ill the Ship of State, While he stood at the helm, he was
the greatest and purest and best in the land; and when he went
above, he took witﬂ him the fetters of a down-trodden and oppressed
race, which no power on God’s footstool could ever again place on their
enfranchised limbs. The whole civilized world now sees that when
ingrates and rebels lit the torch of civil war, they also lit the funeral
* pyre of the institution of slavery. Let me not be misunderstood;
I believe that this war will open a new era for the genial and fertile
land of the South. The honorable gentleman here sketched in glow-
ing language the peculiar advantages of the South, saying that it
held three great keys of the country,—Hampton Roac!s, the keys of
Florida and New (;r'sieans; and that, with free and paid labor to re-

lace that enforced system of labor which had been a blight to man-
Eind,—for with Lamartine he believed that God never allowed a
chain to be bound round the limbs of the slaves, without forging
the other end round the neck of the oppressor,—the fortunes of the
country would again be in the ascendant. If our people were only
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faithful to themselves, to their institutions, to the country, they would
merit and attain to the grandest destiny that lay in the womb of time
for any Nation on the globe. Instead of thirty-six stars, a whole
galaxy of blazing orbs would spangle that glorious field of blue.
The star of Washington Territory,—that only Territory that has
been named after the great and immortal statesman,—would shine
there; the stars of Idaho, of Montana, of Colorado, of all the Ter-
ritories, would shine on that glorious flag, and all these noble States
would revolve round the central govetnment as one central sur —
distinct as the billows, but one as the sea!

FAREWELL SPEECH,
At the Parting Bangquet in San Francisco, September 1.

Ladies and Gentlemen :—The brevity that an occasion like this
commands, impels me to omit much that rises before my mind as I
stand before you. - But the kind and generous hospitalities of which
we have been the recipients, culminating in this brilliant testimonial,
which is at once a reception and a farewell, and the very cordial and
complimentary address to which I have just listened, forbid that I
should remain entirely silent.’

Just two months ago, after journeying over thousands of miles of
mountains and valleys and deserts and plains, your honored Mayor,
and a Committee of your Supervisors met us in the cabin of the
steamer “Chrysopolis,” and gave us an official welcome to this
seven-hilled city. Since then, in ali our travels upon this Coast, we
have been accustomed to speak of San Francisco as a home. And
now, though I came here a stranger and a traveler, I feel like one
who is indeed about to leave his home and hearthstone. [Applause.]

When on Saturday morning, I sail out through the Golden Gate
upon the broad ocean, and see headland and cliff recede from view,
I shall feel, as now, the inward struggle between the joy with which
I think of the home and the many friends of many years, and the
regret with which I leave the home I hope I have in the hearts of
new friends here.

Our party came hither to learn, by actual observation, more of
this Pacific portion of the Republi, its resources and its wants ; and
i:ou can testify that the grass has not grown under our feet. We

ave seen your varieties of mining,—placer, hydraulic and quartz
We have seen many of your rich agricultural valleys,—the Sacra-
mento, San Joaquin, San Jose, Petaluma, Russian River. Napa,
Sonoma, Alameda, and others. We have traveled on nearly every
mile of your two hundred to three hundrea miles of railroads, clos-
ing with the delightful excursion to-day on the Alameda Railroad,
for which we were indebted to its president, Mr. Cohen. We have
visited, or passed through, ever half of your cities and towns. We
have enj%yed visits to your great national curiosities. the world-re-
nowned Yosemite Valley, to be visited by thousands hereafter. in-
stead of scores, if California, by wise legislation, appreciates the

'
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gift of it from the general government,—the Big Trees, the Geysers.
and your neighbors, the Sea Lions.

We have examined, with interest, many of your manufactures, and
reared as I was, in the school of Henry Clay, to believe in Ameri-
can manufactures, I am prouder of the suit in which I am clothed
to-night, of California cloth, from wool on ‘the back of California
sheep, woven by the Mission Woolen Mills, and made here, than of
the finest suit of French broadcloth I ever owned. [Applause.] I
would urge you, in these last words, to foster manufactures, which
are the backbone of national or State prosperity and independence.
Lven if they should not be profitable as a pecuniary investment,
every triumph of mechanical or manufacturing industry here, is
another spoke in the wheel of your progress. Develop and foster
commerce on your great Pacific sea ; for Raleigh spoke truly when
he said, “Those who command the sea, command the trade of the
world; those who command the trade of the world, command the
riches of the world , and thus command the world itself£” [Applause.}

But the moments sweep by, and I must not detain you longer.
There have been weary hours in all this incessan’ journeying, but
they have been happy and golden hours, too; happy, because full-
freighted with hospitality and feasts to the eye and the mind;
golden, because filled with recollections that will never die; friend-
ships never to be forgotten till this heart ceases to beat; affectionate
regards more priceless than the wealth of Ormuz and the Ind ; and
memories enshrined in the soul forever. [Applause.]

Hoping I have a happy God speed from you all on the long jour-
ney before me, I must now say farewell,—no, not farewell, for that
seems for life, and :

“Farewell, farewell, is a lonely sound
That always brings a sigh;
. But give me rather, when true friends part,
That good old word, good-bye.”

And thus, to friends of other gears, whom I have met here so hap-
bily again, and to the newer friends I have found in your midst, 1
id you, one and ali, not a life-long but a regretful Good-Bye.
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