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Territory. The first comers had a large
percentage of Americans, who were drawn
into the toils before the full enormitics of
the institution were divulged, but of those
who have connected themselves with the
Mormon Church during the past thirty
vears quite nine-tenths have been from
FKurope, and from the very lowest classes
of European society. The immigration
has increased from a few hundreds annu-
ally to a few thousands. Last year more
than three thousand came, and this yeara
heavy increase over that number is ex-
pected. The children of school age, as re-
turned by the Mormon authorities, num-
ber forty thousand. Those too young to
attend school, together with those above
school age and still under the age of
twenty - five years, must number quite
thirty thousand more. It is clcar that
the Mormon kingdom in Utah is com-
posed of foreigners and the childeen of
foreigners. It is necessarily so. Itisan
institution so absolutely un-American in
all its requirementa that it would die of its
own infamies within twenty years, except
for the yearly infusion of fresh serf blood
from abroad. Few Americans could ever
be made 10 bear the unguestioned and un-
questioning obedience which is exacted
from this pecople. The government is an
absolute despotism. Every ward in the
city, every small precinet in the country,
is under the contrul of o bishop. To him
the pevple have to submit all their affairs,
temporal as well as spiritual.  His advice
amounis to a command, aml a command
which must be obeyed. The bishops report
to the elders, the elders to the seventies,
the seventies to the high priests, the high
priests to the presidents of stakes, they to
the patriarchs, they to the twelve apos-
tlen, and they to the presudent and his
high counsellors, Down the same scale
the orders are sent. These leaders are
the same as God to the blinded thousands
of Utah. At the Iast October confercnce
the burden of the harangues to the people
was to impress upon them that the chiefs,
being daily and regularly inspired by
God, could make no mistake, could do no
wrong. The discourse of Elder Orson
Pratt is full of this business, and he did
not fail to warn all who doubted that they
would be damned. At the same confer-
ence another elder explained that the peo-
ple must obey their leaders in linnncial as
well as spiritual affuirs, even as the people
did in the days of Mozca,

Through such a system it is easy to see
how an ignorant and fanastical people
are held under absolute control by the
heads of the organization. Iun Brigham
Young's time, he was a more absolute ruler
than was ever the Czar of Russia.  Since
his death, the president, John Taylor, and
his first counsellor, George Q. Cannon,
make the controlling power, and give di-
rection to the whole system. Both are
Englishmen. A favorite expression of
Brigham Young’s used to be, ** We follow
the forms of a republie, but this is a king-
dom.” It is a kingdom, or rather a des-
potism, s0 all-embracing that intcHigent
Americans at a distanee do not believe the
truth about it when it is told.

The sentiment throughout the country
is that however misguided the Mormon
lcaders may be, they are eatirely sincere,
that their religious convictions are a part
of their lives, and that in treating with
them this fact must never be lost sight of.
There are many among the ignorant fol-
lowers who are sincere, and there are
many who, at the command of John Tay-
lor, would go out with only staves and
pitchforks, against a fully armed and dis-
ciplined army corps, and expect to con-
quer, for they are thorough fanatics, and
are ateeped in superstition, The fact that
for years they have worked uncomplain-
ingly, while their leaders have absorbed all
the protits of the toil, is a convincing proof
of their sincerity. But with the leaders
that is, with four-fifths of them, the case
is altogether different. 'With them their
Church is simply a colossal political and
commercial machine through which o few
lenders may hold control over the minds
and carnings of the followers, through
stcady appeals to their fanaticism and
superstition, by holding over them the
terrors of excommunication, and the
promises of sensual iudulgences in this
world, and 8 Mohammedan paradise after
death if they are but faithful. It is an
absolute theoeracy; it holds itself above
the government of the United States, or
any other government; teaches its adbhoer-
enia that ** all governments founded mere-
Iy by men are illegal”; claims that its
founder was a prophet inspired by Omunip-
olence; that as he died his mantle descend-
ed upon his suecessors, with all ita divine
powcrs; that as he could do no wrong,
they, in his place, and the direct cus-
todians of his powers, can do no wrong,
and that when men, poor and weak, and
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groping in the darkness of this world,
make laws which are contrary to their de-
sires, or which conflict with their plans,
they are not only uot under the slightest
obligations either to obey or respect them,
but have a perfect right to commit perjury
or any other crime Lo avoid obeying them,
So, while within the republic, claiming
all its protection and advantages, these
leaders are teaching their followers stead-
ily to lovk forward to the time, in the
near future, when the dominion of the
whole land shall be theirs—not only the
spiritual dominion, but the politieal and
commercial dominion. Their contempt
for the government of the United States
has been and is being shown in a hundred
ways. Their election law giving the bal-
lot to women is a sample. Under that
law girls under age, and alien women
with the odor of tle emigrant ship still
upon their clothes, without ever having
taken an oath of allegiance to the United
States, without the slightest idea of the
meaning of the act they are performing,
or what is intended by i, cast their votes
as they areo instructed to, in some tongue
unknown to ordinary Americans, and go

months more polygamous marriages have
been eonsummated in Utah than ever be-
fore in the same length of time. Every
day, in Salt Lake City, can be scen women,
still girls in years, carrying in their arms
infants the fathers of which they would
not, under torture, reveal, The Mormon
leaders and Mormon journals take the
ground that a person ¢an not be punished
for the crime of polygamy until his guilt
is established by direct proof in a court
of competent jurisdiction, and jeeringly
defy the authorities to obtain the preof.
Daniel H. Wells, one of the oldest lead-
ers and highest officers of the bogus
Church, and the chief custodian of 1lie Fn-
dowment House records at Salt Lake City,
swore in court there that he knew of no
record of Mormon marriages. Brigham
Young, when arraigned, swore that he had
but one wife, that he never wax but once
married. Every Mormon knows how
desperate was the perjury which these
men committed, and every one of them
justifies their acts,

A few years ago, in S8alt Lake City, late
at night, a physician was ealled from his
home, as he was informed, to attend upon
a wounded man. He was met a few steps
from his own gate by a body of men, and

murdered. Nextmorning Brigham Young
hemled o subseription with 2500 as a re-
ward for the arrest and conviction of the
murderers.  Other prominent Mormous
signed large sums.  On that same morn-
ing Bricham Young could have had those
murderers brought before him in five min-
utes, had he sodesired. A few days later,
in a public assemblage, Young bewailed
the murder, and declared that he would
give a large sum to have the perpetrators
brought to justice; all the time the mur-
derers were smiling up at him from the
congregation, and he knew them, and
knew what they had done. The physi-
cian’s offense had been the location of a

few acres of lund and some springs that .

the Mormons wanted. Crimes as open
as this have been somewhat relinquished
during the past few vears in the main
centres of Utah, but the old spirit remains
just the same. The present policy of the
organization is to put on the outward
forms of peace, to assume before the workd
the mien of martyrs and non-combatants,
and to tell of the cruel persecutions they
have sulfered, and of the slanders that are

 hurled at them. Tn seerct they are as
away dazed. During the past cighteen

aggressive as of old, ana are only waiting
for strength 1o make their purpose too
pronounced to be mistaken. Joo Smith
wanted to imitate Mohammed—to ruise his
flag and go vut and conguer a kingdom.
He was persuaded by his more prudent
followers to relinquish a plan g0 rash;
but the mixed Puritanism and Moliam-
medanism in the soul of Smith, and which
gave origin and direction to tha Mormen
institution, still control the spirit of af-
fairs in Utah, By Puritanism we mean,
above, that kind that burned witches, and
compelled men to worship God ono way.
It is but a little while ago, in a village but
a few miles from Salt Lake City,that a
woman was shot for being “*a witeh.”
With a apirit as full of fanaticisn as cver
warmed a Thug to kill bodies in order that
souls mizht be saved, the first years of
Utaly, after the coming of the whites, wers
full of assassinations and cruelties to all
that were outspoken in opposition to the
Mormon faith, or who questioned the di-
vinity of the Mormon religion. The pres-
ence of the United States flag over Camps
Douglas and Cameron, the soldiers gar-
risoning those posts, the knowledge that
in case of trouble the Gentile miners in
T'tah would bo a difficult element to man-
age, together with the prescnt facilities
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for concentrating a government foree
there, have changed the outward bearing
of the Mormons, but the old spirit is still
the moving principle. Great ns is the
effort to conceul it, now and then it breaks
out in muttered threats, or in exclama-
tions of open deflance. At the last Octo-
ber conference Apostle Cannon defied all
the powers of earth and of hell to inter-
fere with the Mormon Church or its cus-
toms, He was talking to the assembled
thousands in the Salt Lake Tabernacle,
and he meant that his words should have
full effect upon the fanatics before him.

The superb organization of the Chureh
i held complete in all its details; nothing
is permitited to be neglected. No general
ever held an army under more perfect
control than Taytor and Cannon hold
the whole bady of the Mormon people.
Through tithes a tremendous fund is se-
cured annually, with which the priests
strengthen any weak spot in their position.
Their lines are solid from within, and to-
ward the world the organization bristles
everywhere with the defiance of disei-
plined strength. More and more mis-
sionarics are sent out annually, and the
annual increase of bigoted, priest-cnslaved
{oreign creatures to join the ** kingdom"
in Utah is very great. From Utah col-
onies are selected, and seot wherever a
place presents itself. In this way the
valleys of Colorado, and Arizona, 1daho,
Wryoming, Montana, and Washington
Territories, are being swiftly appropriated,
and wherever these colonists go, they carry
with them joyxfally their badge of slavery
to a few men in Salt Lake City who, as
they believe. are the vicegerents on earth
of the living God.

Another feature of the system is that
the people mre taught that the whole Gos-
pel was not revealed to Joseph S8mith, but
that those who follow in his footsteps, like
him, are inspired, and liable, even as Jo-
seph was, to receive eovenants and laws
from Heaven at any time. No mortal
man can tell when the Mormon religion
will be fully completed, or what new jug-
glery may be added to it before the final
patent shall be applied for. It is now
nearer what the Mohammedan Church
was at the time of Mohammed's death
than anything else ever was.  Its aim is
universal dominion. Its leaders contem-
plate the time when they will absolutely
direct, over whole States, the political,
commercial, religious, and social affairs

of the people, in utter deflance of the laws
of the country. More: they believe that
in the near future the control of the re-
public itsell will pass into their hands,
and this they are careful to keep impress-
ed upon their people. This is preached
from every Mormon pulpit; this is the
settled belief of the Mormon thourands.
Some little time before Brigham Young
died he announced from his pulpit that
before twelve years he would dictate the
person who would be elected President of
the United States, They are but waiting
until they can gain political control of
one State. With that accomplished, the
country would soon understand what Mor
monism means. Polygamy would be le-
gnlized, the offices would be distributed ex-
clusively among polygamists, frec thought
would be strangled, a free press wonld not
be permitted to exist for a day, and within
six months from the time that full power
was placed in Mormon hands all the re-
gion within the lines of that State would
be as absolutely forcign as ave the Barbary
States to-day; that is, it would be so if no
violent resistance were to be interposed by
resident Gentiles. There are impetnous
Gentiles in Utah who, understanding the
Mormon system thoroughly, as well as the
ways and purposes of the Mormon lead-
ers; who have been lied about, traduced,
and wronged; who have watelhied as the
government, year after year, Las trifled
with this mighty wrong: who have seen
men high in authority, civil and military,
lend their sympathy and encouragement
to the men who in Utah are defying the
laws and plotting the overlhrow of the re-
public-—who would welcome Statchood to
Utah if the government wonld but agrea
to keep its hands off, and leave the people
to adjust the differences which wonld fol-
low. In that case there wonld bo a speedy
surrender by the Mormons of the two bane-
ful featurcs of their creed, polygamy and
Church rule, or there would be a repeti-
tion of what transpired in Missonri or Il
linois some years ago. Otherwise, the
Mormons would make laws which would
render the presence of Gentiles in Utah
impossible; and if resisted, they would, as
the legal authorities, call for help from
the Yederal government.  Politicians al-
ready pander to them. They understand
perfectly the art of managing corpora-
tions to keep them friends., It is their
expectotion that members of Congress
who are also railroad attorneys will pre
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vent in the future, as in the past, any
legislution hostile to them. The railroad
press of the country is preaching con-
ciliation, kindness, and the extending
of schools as the only means through
which to subdue or change the spirit of
the Mormon people. While pretending
to be horrified at polygumy and Church
rule, the moment that anything is pro-
posed which threatens to be a real blow
at either, the cry is raised that foreo, vio-
lence, or harsh means never were effect:
ive in influencing men's religious convie-
tions, and never can be.  They ignore the
fact that the Mormon Church jis merely a
gross political machine; thatitischanged,
expanded ov contracted, at any time, to
suit its leaders; that kindness and concil-
iation are lost upon its members; that
their purpose is perpetually aggressive:
that they mean te destroy free govern-
ment in the United Btates, and reproduce
in this country such a state of affairs as
riles in Mohaminedan countries; and that
there iz but one thing they respect, which
is irresistible power. The masses of the
Mormon people are kept so poor, and their
rinds are so enslaved with the teachings
of their leaders, that they can not be
reached by the nsual means of enlighten-
ment, except in a most limited degree,
The great mass can not read English
books or newspapers: they would not if
they could. Qut of the slums of Furope
they have been hrought to a land which
guppliesihiem with fresh vegetables, meats,
and comfortable clothing, and the change
to them seems 50 nearly a miracle that
they do not wish to question its genuine-
ness. So steeped are they in superstition
and ignorance that they obey witbout
question all orders from the heads of the
organization. But for the steady influx
of foreigners—low, base-born foreignera,
hereditary bondsmen—the two dreadful
features of the Mormon Church, polyga-
my and‘the exalting of the church over
the state, would die out in America in two
generations, As it is, not half of the
daughters of Mormons who have grown
up amid a large population of Gentiles
will ever enter into polygamy. but among
the masses in the country districts fanati-
cizm is ag gtrong as ever.

It may safely be affirmed that there nev-
er was an institution so demorulizing to the
religious sentiments of humanity as this
Mormon Church. The spectacle of one
hundred thousand people in the midst of

this republic who believe implicitly that
goine cunning rogues are real priests and
apostles of the Lond, who believe they can
care the sick by touching them, that re-
peated miracles have been performed by
them since the days of Joe Bmith, who
heed none of the teachings of the past
eighteen hundred years, on whom mod-
ern progress makes no impression, may
well make men ask, if all this is possi-
ble under the electrie light, with the mag-
netic telegraph clicking, with the power-
press sounding, with the locomotive whis-
tling, with the world full of books and
daily journals, what might not cunning
priests cighteen hundred or three thou-
sand years age have concocted ?

And while this systemn is spreading and
being daily strengthened, while something
is going on in Utah which, if left exelu-
sively W itself, would, in & generation,
bring women to the auction block, and
utterly brutalize men, the people of tho
East do not seem to ho greatly worried.
Though the Gentiles of Utah never wrong.
ed the Mormons, though they have given
to Utah its prosperity and accuinulated
wenlth, though they own quite two-fifths
of the property of the Territory, and
though they have never asked anything
of the Mormons except that they obey the
laws, still, the sentiment of the East is that
they are a predatory set, and that the Mor-
mons are entitled to peculiar and tender
consideration, because they, when their
presence and customs had become intol-
erable to the people anong whom they
dwelt, started out into the wilderness and
established a thriving Territory.

While doing this the Mormons have
gshrunk from no erime, recoiled at no
falschood, have murlered and robbed
Americans in secret, and laid the crime to
savages, and still, while despoiling Amer-
icans, have shed erocodile tears over their
own extreme sufferings. They have dis-
obeyed and derided the laws, and still con-
tinue to do 8o they have insulted and
driven away United States oflicials for no
offense except that of trying to do their
duty under their oaths, and all this has
been performed by the orders of less than
thirty men, who, in the mean time, have
absorbed s0 much of the earnings of the
people that they posscss more money and
property than {lve times twenty thousand
of their dupes posscss. Worse than all,
they have again forged the chains of an
ignominious slavery on the wrists of wo-
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men; what they call their religion offers
aperpetual premium for men's lusts; their
teachings kill the germ of chastity in the
hearis of childhood before it is ever warm-
ed into life, and destroy the honor and sa-
credness of home.

The men of the East should consider
these things, and should remember that
ouce before there was an institution in
this eountry around which there was a
shield of sympathy; itsdivine rights were
declared from a thousand pulpits: Con-
gress was too sondid and too cowardly to
deal with it; wholesule merchants and
greal corporations lent their influence to
perpetuate it, and a venal press rang with
anathemas against any who dared to de-
nounce it. But there came a day at last
when men had to choose which should
live and rule, that institution or this
nation. .

Tle history of what followed is fresh in
all minds; and little as the masses believe
it now, there will come a time, if this mon-
ster in [Ttah is left to grow, when there
will be another call for volunteers and for
moncy; and, as before, tens of thousands
of brave young men will go awny, never
to return; as before, there will be an enor-
mous debt incurred ; as before, the coun-
try will be hillocked with graves, and the
whole land will be moistened by the rain
of women's tears.

«FAINT HEART NEER WON
FAIR LADY.?

WISH to introduce my readers to Miss

Marion Laurie, born in New Jersey,
but as perfect a little Seotch beauty as if
she had been born among the Grampians,
Indecd, her forefathers may have been
the indigenous growth of that loeality,
for Deacon David Laurie ‘ allowed" they
were there when King Fergus pre-empt-
ed the Cairngorm tracts—a eircumstance
touching prehistoric times,

David Laurie, however, scldom permit-
ted himself to speak of such unpracticsal
matlers; those blue hills belonged to his
childhood and youth, states which he had
nearly forgotten, the more so as the hon-
nie lassie he wooed and won among their
golden brooms liad been long dead, and
there now remained no visible link be-
tween the shadowy past and the intense-
Iy real present.

Excepting—and T make the exception
with all respect—Miss Janet Monteith,

a “far.-awa' cousin” of Mrs. Lauric’s,
who had filled the dubious position of
maid and companion to that lady, and
after her death a somewhat similar one
to her two daughters, Julia and Marion.
But whatever her position, she had dis-
charged its dutiex with an unselfish devo-
tion that would have dignified the hum-
blest service!  True, Janet had grumbled
samewhat through her twenty vears' care,
but grumbling with her wus merely a
habit, without neccssary causes or conse-
quences,

And she had always had two stock sub-
jeets for grumbling about.  First, the flat
country: it was a constant irritation to
her ; and if Janct had possessed the faith
that could move mountaing, doubtiess the
Grampians would now be in New Jersey.
Second, the still, steglthy river: had it
been a river of any sensibility, it would
have risen against the comparisons she
was always making between its sullen-
looking waters and the wimpling, rattling,
clenr-running streams of Seotland.

But the river did its business—that is,
it run the great cotton and silk mills of
David Laurie in an admirably consistent,
rerular manner; and David was not un-
grateful ; he had always a word of apolo-
gy for hisaid. "It will not make a pic-
ture, Janet,” he would say; *'but then
it’s just like yoursel’, woman —better than
it's bonnie.” Yet Janet in her white luce
cap and neckerchief was no uncomely pic-
ture, for instinctively she knew that age
surrounds itself with a kind of youth in
garments that are always sweet and fresh.
So. though she was a contrast, she was not
an unpleasant one, to the lovely girl cud-
dling :munong the erimson damask cushions
in the same room with her.

This girl is Marion Laurie. Thave been
prosy about my introduction, but a beau-
ty, like a queen, requires some ceremony.
Now you may look at her dimpled face,
oval in shape, pink and sweet as a rose
just bloomed.  There is in it something
fairly luminous; say it is the glory of her
eyes—large blue eyes—bright and clear
as heaven; or say it is the glory of her
hair—pale golden-brown hair—like the
aureole of a saint. No one would care
particularly to analyze any ereature so
exquisite; it would be like pulling a flow-
er to picces to find out where the perfume
dwelt.

But as she lies with her small hands
crossed above her head, and her small
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