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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

WitE an earnest desire to have some part in the great
work of redeeming the large, beautiful, and populous Terri-
tory of Utah from the tyrannical and degrading evil which
holds it in its mighty grasp, and which is ruining the souls
and bodies of thousands of men and women, the publisher
sends forth this work. He is confident that it will impart
information which will astonish its readers, and hopes it
will exert no small influence i molding public- opinion,
and thus lead to an energetic demand upon Congress for
right and efficient legislation, and direct the sympathies of
the people to some practical end, in increasing the means of
the various ‘‘redeeming agencies” that are operating in
Utah and the adjacent territories.

In order to give the work the greatest possible circulation,
it will be sold only by subscription. Every effort has been
made to have it thoroughly accurate and reliable, and to
issue it in an attractive style. The illustrations are chiefly
portraits of some of the most prominent persons who are
working in various ways for the redemption of the inhabi-
tants of Utah from the terrible bondage in which they are
held, and have been engraved expressly for this work, at
great expense.

(tv)



EDITOR'S PREFACE.

SoME one has said that an Author’s Preface is as un-
necessary as absurd, because in ninety-nine cases out of
one hundred it is simply an apology for having written
the book. The Editor of these pages certainly does not
offer any apology for this book. She only gives a few
words of explanation as to how it came to be presented
to the public.

A few years ago, a little band of brave and devoted
women in Salt Lake City, associated themselves together
for the purpose of fighting an iniquitous monster which
had brought thousands of their sex to untimely and un-
wept graves. Some of these women had experienced
personally all the horrors of the Mormon system, and
when an organ for the ¢‘Anti-Polygamy Society” was
established, they were willing to give their experience to
the world, only stipulating that, for family and personal
reasons, their names should not be made public. ~They
were willing to make private affidavits to all the facts,
(these affidavits to be held in reserve), should their veracity
be questioned.

These recitals, told in the powerful language of the
heart, were deemed worthy of a much larger circle of
readers than the columns of a new journal afforded. Ar-
dent friends of the cause were anxious that the narra-
tives should be published in book form, in connection with

™



vi EDITOR'S PREFACE.

other papers bearing upon the subject of polygamic Mor-_
monism. Said these friends, ‘“If the wives and mothers
of America could only be made aware of the extent and
character of this degradation of their sex, and informed
of the need of their sympathy and support, the on-rushing
tide of public sentiment, once set in motion, would sweep
away the curse of polygamy in a single year.”

Consequently, the Editor of the Anti-Polygamy Stand-
ard was empowered by the writers of the different
sketches to revise, re-arrange, and prepare the matter in
its present form, and send it to the WoMEN or AMER-
IcA, hoping that thus might be set in motion a tide
which would purge our nation of this evil without such
a convulsion as imperiled the national life in extirpat-
ing the other “relic of barbarism.”

It will be unnecessary to add one word to the pathetic
appeals contained in these pages, and, I trust, just as
unnecessary to ask my countrywomen that not in vain
shall sweep over the broad prairies, the cries of the
¢ WoMEN oF MorMONISM.”

JENNIE ANDERSON FROISETH.
8ALT LaAkE CITY, UTAR,
Fanuary, 1882,
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INTRODUCTION . %"

THERE are many theories about the “Origin of
Evil” The women who will write theological treat-
ises in the twentieth century, will probably explain
its horrid advent into this world as being conse-
quent upon the first assumption by man of authority
over the mate or comrade who, though weaker than
himself in body, was stronger in soul.

However that may be, the degradation of man
has always been the inseparable result of the subjec-
tion of woman; for the stream cannot rise higher

* than its fountain, and it is written in God’s Book of
Fate, which man calls “Natural Law,” that the
mother’s relation to the Home, Society, and the State,
shall determine their degree of elevation or igno-
miny.

Turkey is doubtless the most debased country on
earth, and there, as I was told in Constantinople
by an American of twenty years’ residence in that
capital, a Turkish gentleman (?) who so far forgets
himself as to mention his wife in the hearing of ears
polite, always adds, “I beg your pardon for the al-
lusion.” In Syria, I learned from the mission-
aries that a man never calls himself a father
unless he has a son, his daughters being altogether
counted out as ciphers until a brother’s birth places
a significant figure before them, after which they
are mentioned as *“ That boy’s sisters.”

=



xvi INTRODUCTION.

But America need not go so far for illustrations.
Turkey is in our midst. Modern Mohammedanism
has its Mecca at Salt Lake, where Prophet Heber C.
Kimball speaks of his wives as “cows.” Clearly
the Koran was Joseph Smith’s model, so closely fol-
lowed as to exclude even the poor pretension of
originality in his foul *revelations.” Man was to
take his position in the future world according to
the zeal with which he had “built up the kingdom,”
while woman’s ¢mmortality depended on her con-
jugal relations here.

When we consider that the country which per-
mits this abomination of desolation to continue, is
the “bright consummate flower ” of Christian civiliza-
tion; when we remember what o’clock it is in the
Nineteenth Century, and that the formula of Utah’s
monstrous lust is, ““Live your Religion,”—we are
tempted to change Sojourner Truth’s famous words,
“Is God dead ?” from a question into a heart-sick
affirmation.

If ever the incalculable mischief of excluding
women from direct participation in Government had
an illustration so conspicuous as to silence the blind-
est conservative, it is afforded by the dalliance of
Congress with polygamous Delegate Cannon and his
unclean constituency. Were women in the House
of Representatives, the disgraceful record that must
go down in history would not be even thinkable.

The same esprit de corps in women which led a
Mormon wife to say as she touched the chilly
hand of a dying man, “ Thank God, this can never
again strike a woman!” has inspired the brave
woman who writes this book,
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I have read its pages with thoughts too deep for
tears. Some sulphur-shrouded planet may have a
vocabulary fiendish enough to fitly characterize
what they reveal, but mere English is only the
vocabulary of a prating parrot in presence of such
pathos and such woe.

There is something chivalric as the knights of old
in the Author’s defense of Mormon women from
the harsh criticisms made by the uninformed upon
their course in submitting to this most awful form
of tyranny. But with the physical strength and the
money-power in the one scale, and the mother-heart
in the other, there is no more mystery about the
passive attitude of Mormon women than about that of
unhappy wives in more favored localities, or in the
mute endurance of slaves or squaws.

When Brigham Young declared that “if women
would not submit to polygamy they should be
eternally damned,” and when history shows that
women who have resisted have often been mur-
dered, the mystery of the non-resistance policy
which they commonly pursue, is certainly cleared
up. “Starve them, and beat them if neces-
sary, to bring them to submission,” said the Mormon
apostles; “better crucify the body than let the soul
goto perdition.” Well was the method of these hypo-
crites characterized by a Mormon woman who said
of one of them, ‘“He is a man who steps on hearts
as though he stepped on stones.”

The fact that Emma Smith, the first wife of
Joseph, so trained her sons that they reorganized
the church, and their branch prohibited polygamy,

2



xviii INTRODUCTION.

shows that the one woman who had power in
this subtle hierarchy was swift to use it for a
righteous end.

Surely it is time that the Christian women of
this nation arouse themselves to organized action
against this sum of all curses which can curse the
sex not physically strong. To say we have been
hitherto indifferent would be a libel on our woman-
hood no less than our religion; to say we have been
idle would be unjust, when we remember the books
of Mrs. Stenhouse, the Anti-Polygamy Journal of
Mrs. Froiseth, the lectures of Mrs. Ann Eliza Young,
and the great petitions which have registered where
they were little heeded, the votes of the great army
of women whose actual ballot would soon deliver
our captive sisters on the blighted frontier.

But the hour demands a deeper, more combined,
and far-reaching movement; and the instinet of
self-protection no less than of philanthropy should
warn the wives and mothers of this land that each
woman degraded means the potential degradation

of all women,

" Who will lead us along the path of high endeavor
which this thoughtful volume indicates, until the
Book of Mormon is burned in the fierce blaze of
Christian manhood’s indignation and woman’s
righteous wrath, and the Gospel of Him who came
not only to redeem the world but to restore to
woman her lost inheritance, “ the equality of equals,”
is the beloved Home Religion in every Home?

FRANCES E. WILLARD.
Cacago, 1882,



THE WOMEN OF MORMONISM.

CHAPTER 1.

Bl Gusy Statgd.

Polygamy as a Religion.—As a Social System.—Address of the
Gentile Women of Utah.—Appeal of Mrs. Ann Eliza Young.—
Design of this Work.—Degrading Influence of Polygamy.

OWRHAT is your opinion of Mormon polygamy
& as a religious tenet?” was asked of an
& eminent divine, upon his return from a
%) visit to Utah, where he had spent several
weeks in investigating the system, with
eyes, cars, and heart wide open.

“It may be good enough for a certain
class of men,” was the reply, ‘but for the women, it
is a damnable doctrine. Religion was designed by the
Creator to satisfy that longing for infinite good and
purity, which exists, in some degree, in every human
soul; its mission is to elevate and purify mankind,
and a system which tends to degrade any portion of
humanity is but a libel upon the sacred name of
religion. The best resources of our language cannot
supply me with strong enough terms in which to
(19)




20 WOMEN OF MORMONISM.

denounce this infamous doctrine of the Mormon
creed!”

“And how do you consider Mormon polygamy
as a social system?” was inquired of a philosopher,
who ignored all creeds and dogmas, and expressed
belief in only what he termed ““natural religion.”

“As a social system, it is a miscrable failure,”
was the answer, ¢ because it is founded on the law
of retrogression, which cannot be tolerated in this
advancing age. The corncer-stone of polygamy is
the degradation of woman, and it can flourish only
where she is regarded and treated as a slave. The
question suggests itsclf, Does this country intend
going back to the conditions of semi-barbaric civili-
zation? For, whatever degrades woman, degrades
man also. The future of our race depends entirely
upon the character and position of the women. If
we make them slaves, how can we expect that our
children will be anything else than children of bond-
women, and slaves, like their mothers?”

In the address issued by the Gentile women of
Utah, to the women of the United States, asking
co-operation in mecasures for the suppression of this
great crime against mnature and the law, there
appeared the following statements: ¢ Considering
all our surroundings, polygamy has never taken
such a degrading and debasing form in any nation,
or among any people above the condition of savages,
as in Utah; and there are facts which cannot be
repeated, that reduce the system to the lowest form
of indecency. It is degrading to man and woman,
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a curse to children, and destructive to the sacred
relations of family. That it should be practiced in
the name and under the cloak of religion, only adds
to the enormity of the crime, and makes it more
revolting to our common Christian principles.”

Mrs. Ann Eliza Young, in dedicating her book,
“My Life in Bondage,” to the Mormon wives of
Utah, says, “So long as God shall spare my life, I
shall pray and plead for your deliverance from the
worse than Egyptian bondage in which you are
held. Despised, maligned, and wronged; kept in
gross ignorance of the great world outside,—its pure
creeds, its high aims, its generous motives,—you
have been led to believe that the noblest nation on
earth is but a horde of miscreants, and that every
one outside of your own church is your enemy, and
plotting your destruction.”

In the closing chapter of the same work, Mrs.
Young makes this eloquent appeal for assistance to
the women of America: “And you, happier women,
you to whom life has given of its best, and erowned
right royally,—can you not help me? The cry of
my suffering and sorrowing sisters sweeps over the
broad prairies, and asks you, as I ask you now, Can
you do nothing for us? Women’s pens and women’s
voices pleaded earnestly and pathetically for the
abolition of slavery. Thousands of women, some of
them your country-women and your equals in
moral and intellectual worth, are held in a more
revolting slavery to-day. The system that blights
every woman’s life who enters it, ought not to
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-remain a curse and a stain upon this nation any
longer. It should be blotted out so completely that
even its foul memory should die!”

It is for the purpose of making another appeal to
those happier women of the United States, that the
present work has been undertaken. We make an-
other effort to enlist the sympathy and co-operation
of good women everywhere in the labors of that little
band of noble workers -who have devoted their lives
to the task of freeing our common country from a
most loathsome ulcer, of liberating their sex from
the most degrading bondage possible, and of inducing
Congress to do something for the redemption of
thousands of women who are slaves in the heart of
the Republic!

And theirs is as noble a work as was ever under-
taken. For if to break the fetters from the wrists
of slaves was a worthy deed, how much more worthy
is a struggle to emancipate enslaved souls. If the
women of the United States could only realize that
it is the sacred duty of every individual woman

“throughout the length and breadth of the land to
aid in this work of enfranchisement, the evil would
be of short duration. An active public sentiment
would soon be awakened against it, as irresistible as
that which made the people furious against slavery
when their first dead were sent home from the war.

If the present volume is productive of no other
result, it will at least make the women of America
better acquainted with the degraded position of the
deluded and down-trodden women of Mormonism,
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and this in itself is one step in the way of amelio-
rating their condition. It has often been asserted
by those who were interested m defeating legisla-
tion against the peculiar institution, that polygamy
could not be perpetuated except by the consent of
the women, and if they are contented, who has any
right to interfere, especially when it is practiced as
a religious belief ? It has always been a favorite
argument with Mormon enthusiasts in defense of
this doctrine, that their women are so much happier
and more contented than women anywhere else in
the world, and for that reason they claim to have
discovered the true sphere of woman. The true
nature of this ¢ consent,” how “ contented ” and how
“much happier ” (?) they are, will be learned from
these pages. We shall also show that these enthusi-
astic defenders of woman’s “ true sphere” are those
who in reality hold their wives in about the same
estimation that they do their cattle, and who show
the most indignation when outsiders call the poor
slaves the deluded and down-trodden women of
Mormonism.

We reiterate the words deluded and down-trod-
den both indignantly and sorrowfully, and we
know they cannot be gainsayed,—indignantly, that
such an expression should be applicable to any in-
habitant of this, our boasted land of light and lib-
erty,—sorrowfully when we think of the many
broken-hearted women now lying in the dreary
Mormon cemeteries, victims of this monstrous sys-
tem of iniquity; and we know that those words
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‘cannot be gainsayed, because they are truths which
are self-evident to the casual observer, as well as to
the calm, dispassionate philosopher who has studied all
phases of the question, disregarding all prejudice,—
truths which can be verified by all those who have
been identified with the delusion, but who have out-
lived it,—women whose finer feelings and womanly
instincts could not longer submit to the degradation
into which their superstition had led them.
. The lives of some of these women have been more
pathetic and full of tragedy than any of which the
tragic muse has ever sung. The sacrifice of Jephthah’s
daughter, the immolation of the Hindoo widow, or
the desolation of the lonely nun, who, through a
mistaken faith gives up her hopes of maternity, and
surrenders the dream which is innate in every wo-
man’s breast to sometime be the central figure in a
happy home, is not a feather in the balance when
compared with the sacrifices made by some of these
women, and the sorrows endured by them in silence
and alone. Is there not a whole volume of tragedy
expressed in these simple words of a wife who had
been supplanted 1n her husband’s affections by an-
other woman, “ They say I am dying of consump-
tion, but 1t is only my heart that is wasting away?”
Travelers and strangors in Utah have often asked
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Even in Salt Lake City, where they adopt more of
worldly fashions than they do in the remoter settle-
ments, there is little possibility of mistaking them.
Especially do the first wives seem to carry the signs
of care and sorrow,—a mark of Cain, as it were,
which separates them from the rest of their kind.
It is perceptible to even the most transient visitors,
and those who tarry for any length of time can
readily distinguish a Mormon woman from an out-
sider, though they have no personal acquaintance
with either.

We have studied the subject closely for years,
and believe that we understand it thoroughly. We
have heard the stories of hundreds of the women
themselves, both good Mormons and apostates, which
is perhaps the truest criterion by which to judge.
It is only a woman of marked courage and strength
of character, that will acknowledge the real extent of a
delusion under which she has been laboring, especially
when that delusion has been accompanied by shame,
and a despotism strong enough to intimidate and
crush the bravest spirit. That despotism has, nodoubt,
deterred a great many from giving full expression
to their feelings, but the testimony that has been
given is strong, abundant, and conclusive. And by
this testimony we purpose to prove that what the
livine said was true, that polygamy is a damnable
loctrine for women; that the philosopher under-
stood the system well, when he declared it a miser-
able failure socially; that its corner-stone is degra-
dation to women and infamy to children; that its
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annals are unequaled in shameless crimes, and that
the non-Mormon women fully appreciated the evil
influences that have made the Mormon women what
they are when they wrote, “Polygamy has never
taken such a debasing form in any nation or among
any people above the condition of savages, as in
Utah.”

We also purpose to prove that it is a curse to
children, and destructive to the sacred relations of the
family, and that those who practice it in the name and
under the cloak of religion are in reality those who
have outlived every vestige of pure religious feeling
with which their natures might once have been en-
dowed. By this testimony of the women themselves,
we also purpose to expose the arts by which women
are coerced into permitting their husbands to
take other wives, to show the evil results of the
system so far as decency will permit, to exemplify
how it destroys all that is manly, honest, and chiv-
alrous in man, degrading him to the level of a brute;
how it completely ruins all that is lovable and lovely
in woman, and renders her either a dull, senseless,
sorrowful, heart-broken creature, who has no inter-
est in life, and no hope beyond the grave, or else
makes of her a common virago; how it fosters all
the worst passions of both sexes, and makes them
but a libel on God’s image; how it corrupts child-
hood and youth; how there is no respect nor honor
shown to woman living or dead, but that she is sim-
ply regarded as the slave of a lustful and tyrannical
master. We shall show how polygamy, by its lack
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of family unity, is a foe to every household in Chris-
tendom, and subversive of all those principles of
truth and honor which promote the good of a people
and which are the crowning glory as well as the
safeguard of the State. We shall show the deceit
and treachery, the brutality, the complete demoral-
ization, which everywhere characterize the infamous
institution which renders motherhood a disgrace,
and brands with shame the innocent foreheads of
little children. We shall sketch the past as well as
delineate the present of the women of Mormonism,
and show how they have been reduced to the posi-
tion they now occupy. '

Non-Mormon women are very apt to say to those
who have come out of polygamy, and especially to
those who had been Mormons at the time of its adop-
tion as a tenet of the church, “Why did you ever
submit to the infamous doctrine; why did you not
leave the church, leave your husbands, bring them
to law, kill them, do anything rather than submit ?”

It is easy to ask these questions, if one is entirely
unacquainted with the complete and intricate ma-
chinery of the Mormon church, but it is more diffi-
cult to explain why the women did not take any or
all of these steps. But any one who understands
the system, would never make these inquiries.

The longer a person lives in Utah, the more con-
vinced he will be that these women, whom outsiders
often regard with scorn and contempt, are deserving
of their deepest sympathy and commiseration. Their
scorn and indignation should be directed against the
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wicked and fanatical men, who have been instru-
mental in ruining the lives of these women. And per-
haps a little of their indignation would not be mis-
placed, were it directed against our national law-
makers, who have suffered this plague-spot to grow
unchecked in the very heart of the most enlightened
and Christian country on the face of the globe. It
will be well, too, for people to understand that polyg-
amy is not a local evil in the sense of being confined
to Utah. Polygamy is aggressive. Year by year
it conquers new territory, and claims fresh victims.
There are Mormon colonies in 'Wyoming, Colorado,
Idaho, Washington, Arizona, and New Mexico, and
to all these colonies polygamy is carried by emigrants
from Utah. If people would only compare the area
of country over which it is spreading with the area
of New England or the Middle States, they would
perceive that Descret, the kingdom that can never
be moved, a kingdom reared upon a foundation of
lust and blood, is likely to become a formidable
power in future years, if its people are not soon
taught the supremacy of the national law.




CHAPTER IL

Bhy Qg of Polygamy.

Mormon Policy.—Joseph Smith.——Crusade against Woman.—
Special Revelation.—Treatment of Those Who Rebelled
against the Doctrine.-—Polygamy a Curse.

HE true secret of the anomalous condition of

: Jj k‘ woman among the Mormons, is, that it has
: been Mormon policy to degrade her to the
position she occupied among barbaric na-

tions in the dark ages, before the light of
civilization raised her to be what God in-

tended at the creation,—man’s equal, companion, and
helpmate. If this doctrine of woman’s inferiority
had not been rigidly enforced, polygamy would
never have gained its present strength, nor even
have been established as an essential doctrine of the
church. But in order to give the innovation a per-
manent place among the dogmas of the new relig-
ion, it was nccessary to make woman belicve that
she was an inferior being, a lower creation than
man, that her only chance of salvation, her only op-
portunity of entering the gates of Heaven, was as a
satellite, to add glory to some male Saint. It was
also taught, and is still, that a woman cannot be
raised from the dead except through some man, and

(29)
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in fact, the entire spirit of Mormon teachings so far
as the relations of the sexes are concerned, is man’s
superiority to woman, mentally and morally, as well
as physically.

We do not know how we can better describe
the estimation in which woman is held among
the Mormons, than by quoting from one of their
prophets, the late Heber C. Kimball. His com-
mon expression for them was his cows; and when
exhorting the brethren “to live their religion,” as
they sacrilegiously term going into polygamy, he
would say, “I think no more of taking another wife
than I do of buying a cow, and if you want to
build up the kingdom you must take more wives.”
The expression ““build up the kingdom ” has a dual
meaning, one referring, to the temporal welfare of
the church, the other to personal celestial glory.
The more wives and children a man has, the greater
will be his glory in the celestial kingdom; and the
larger his family, the greater power and strength he
adds to the organization here. Hence, men are con-
stantly being urged by the leaders “to build up the
kingdom.”

But to return to the early history of polygamy.
Any unfortunate or rebellious star, who declined the
honor of being one of these satellites, and attached
to the illustrious train of one of Israel’s chosen kings,
—all good Mormons are going to be kings in the
next world, and the Gentiles their subjects,—was
destined to roam forever through realms of dark-
ness, or as the prophet tersely and less poetically ex-
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pressed it, “If the women would not submit to
polygamy, they should be eternally damned.”
These are Brigham Young’s own words, often re-
peated in council and somectimes in the public
Tabernacle. Old Mormons do not hesitate to say
that the word “damned” may be interpreted as a
synonym for murdered, and that the threat has fre-
quently been carried into execution. There are also
many instances on record where the destined victim
has anticipated her doom, and precipitated it by her
own hand, preferring death to shame and dishonor.
Verily it is not exaggeration to declare that the an-
nals of this horrible system can never be truly
transcribed until they are written in letters of blood.

During the first few years after the religion of
Joseph Smith had begun to spread and gain disciples,
theocracy was not so firmly established, neither was
there any difference manifest between men and
women. Both were earnest, sincere seekers for
truth ; determined, if possible, to find in the new re-
ligion what they fancicd was denied them in the
old. The principles taught, appeared to be pure and
good,—belief in the divinity of the Saviour, equality,
brotherly love, and other tenets of revealed religion.
One old Mormon said to the writer: ““The Saints
were all they professed to be in early days. They
fed the hungry, clothed the poor, feared God, and
loved their neighbors as themselves. Of course,
they had the utmost confidence in and reverence for
their prophet, and like all innovators and impos
tors, he labored to exert the greatest possible influ-
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ence over his dupes. And never did impostor suc-
ceed better. Men who were intelligent and other-
wise strong-minded became as submissive as children
under his powerful hand.

People often say that they now look back with
the utmost amazement to those days, and mar-
vel at the strange magnetic influence which this
illiterate, wicked man possessed over men and
women of intelligence and education. That he
was of loose and immoral character is conceded
by his warmest friends, as well as his bitterest
enemies. Even his successor, Brigham Young, said
that Joseph was of mean birth, wild, intemperate,
dishonest, and tricky; but for all that he was a
prophet of the Lord. These inconsistencies may
seem strange to outsiders, but they are understood
by those who are acquainted with the inner work-
ings of Mormonism. Brigham further said that
these “trifling faults” were nothing against the re-
ligion which he had founded. The following are
Brigham’s exact words in this reference: I care
not if he (Joseph) gamble, lie, swear, run horses, and
marry women every day; for I embrace no man in
my faith.”

But the followers of Joseph were not-all so blinded
by his influence, neither had they become so corrupt,
nor so lost to all principles of truth and honor as to
sanction his unblushing wickedness; so, in order to
screen himself from the consequences of his iniquity,
and at the same time retain his influence over his
followers, he conceived the idea of obtaining the rev-
elation on polygamy.
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. Those who have studied closely the early history
of Mormonism declare that polygamy was latent
in it from its very conception, and that the practice
and the revelation were no mere accidents or after-
thoughts on the part of the natural-born libertine
who propagated them. Stenhouse, in the “ Rocky
Mountain Saints,” speaking of the early days of
Mormonism, says, that “all through the history of
the Church, during the lifetime of Joseph, may be
noticed a disposition to free-loveism;” and Brigham
Young is on record as having said that ¢the prin-
ciple of celestial marriage was one of the first things
the angel showed to Joseph,”—and this before Mor-
monism started.

It is not our purpose at present to discuss any of
these theories, nor to enter into any particulars re-
garding its orginal conception. We will simply
state what is an indisputable fact, that Joseph
Smith, while in Nauvoo had entered into criminal
relations with a number of his female disciples, and
the scandal became so notorious as to threaten his
influence and compromise him as a leader and
teacher of religion, when he pretended to have had
a revelation from Heaven commanding the Saints to
adopt what is termed, “The order of celestial or
plural wives.” The wife of an apostle who lived in
Nauvoo at that time, and who is still living in Salt
Lake City. has repeatedly affirmed that she was
aware that such a revelation was contemplated sev-
eral weeks before the date on which Joseph avowed
he had received it from Heaven. It is only simple

3
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Jjustice to those women whom Joseph deceived so
shamefully, to state that he evidently taught the
_doctrine to them privately, telling them that it was
a true principle, but the time had not yet arrived
for its public announcement or practice. It is also
only an act of simple justice to say that Emma
Smith, Joseph’s wife, never believed in the revela-
tion, and her life was a constant martyrdom on ac-
count of her husband’s “celestializing ” propensities.
Her sons are to-day the leaders of the “ Redrgan-
ized Church of Latter Day Saints,” or, as they are
familiarly called, the “Josephites,” a party who pro-
fess adherence to the original principles of Mormon-
ism, as first taught by Joseph Smith, without the
debasing doctrine of polygamy, which they condemn
as severely as do the Gentiles.

Whatever the origin of the revelation, it is certain
that it did not meet with a very enthusiastic re-
ception at first, and by very many it was viewed
with abhorrence: for there were men among them
who dearly loved their wives, and who were jealous
of the honor of their mothers and sisters. These
men, notwithstanding their devotion to their leader
and their religion, could not readily believe that
Heaven could either command or sanction the prac-
tice of a system so dishonoring to the sex, and so
contrary to every principle of morality and the
usages of civilization. Some of the stronger minded,
and of purer hearts, made a brave resistance, and a
large number apostatized, and left the church for-
ever. Before long, those who remained succumbed



ORIGIN OF POLYGAMY. 35

to the authority of the church, and if they did not
in reality believe in the revelation, they pretended
to. And when once the downward path is entered
upon, descent is easy.

Then it was that the crusade commenced against
women. From the very first the majority of the
women had considered the “revelation” in its true
light—a cloak to cover immorality—and in many
cases they were strongly supported by their hus-
bands. But the authority of the church was so
complete, and the influence of Joseph so great, that
the infatuation soon became uncontrollable,—a few
fanatical women assumed to believe in the divinity
of the revelation, and these being in high standing
in the church, the rest were not long in perceiving
that the struggle would be a terrible one, and
almost sure to end in their defeat.

The maidens were as adverse to becoming plural
wives, as were the first wives to have their rights
invaded and their homes desecrated; but where
flattery failed to cajole or threats to intimidate,
special revelations were obtained to suit special cases.
The history of Joseph Smith’s revelations would
prove interesting reading, and would make a volume
of no mean dimensions, as he claimed to have received
thirty-seven distinct communications from Heaven
in the year 1831 alone. It was a great habit with
him, after he had committed some particular breach
of decorum, to obtain a revelation assuring him that
“the Lord forgave his servant Joseph” his special
sins.
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We are acquainted with the facts in one case,
which was not a solitary one of its kind. A promi-
nent apostle in Nauvoo, a bosom friend of the prophet
and a strenuous supporter of the new doctrine,
became infatuated with a young girl who had left
her family in an Eastern State to become a Mormon.
He was determined to have her for a plural wife,
but she was as determined in her refusal. Wearied
by his importunities, she told him one day, half in
Jest, that she would never marry him unléss she was
specially commanded to do so by Heaven. A few
days afterward she was summoned to attend a
private meeting of the prophet and several of the
high priests, and was there informed that a special
revelation had been sent from Heaven, ordering her
to become the plural wife of the apostle. The poor
girl was astonished enough, but still she had firm
belief in the honesty of her religious teachers; and
although she did it reluctantly, she married him,
being afraid to disobey what she thought was a
direct command from God. A friend questioned as
to how the revelation came, and to whom it was
given; but the girl acknowledged that she had such
implicit faith in the church authorities, she would
not have dared make those inquiries, even had they
occurred to her mind.

This blind devotion and unquestioning faith has
been the great means of giving the Mormon
church its present strength and power. Years
afterward, when this child—for she was but
seventeen years_of age when the event happened—

—— ————
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had outgrown her delusion, she said to her friend,
“How could I have been so blind and foolish! how
could I have let those wicked men dispose of me,
body and soul, as if I had been a calf or a dog!
Whenever I think of it, I hate and despise myself for
my folly, for, in my case, folly was worse than crime.”
This poor girl's experience in polygamy was just
what might have been expected, for she was soon
discarded for another favorite, who did not need
any special revelation in her case. It may be imag-
ined what kind of a life she had, when she said these
words in speaking of her husband: “The happiest
day I spent for twenty years was the day I saw him
laid in the grave.” Truly, this doctrine of polygamy
is & damnable one for women !

During this crusade against woman, referred to
above, nothing was left undone to compel them to
accept the revelation on polygamy. Husbands were
commanded to resort to all manner of severity if
their wives would not consent to their taking more
women, and those who objected to being taken were
subjected to every conceivable persecution. Their
reputations were blasted, and their souls threatened
with eternal condemnation. If a woman declined
to be divorced from her husband to become the
concubine of the prophet, if he happened to fancy
her, she was branded as an infamous character, and
the Saints were warned not to associate with her
thereafter. There are women living in Salt Lake
City in this year of grace, 1882, who were secret
plural wives to Joseph Smith or Brigham Young,
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deceiving their own husbands, because they dared
not brave the prophet’s anger and its consequences.
For then, as to-day, the Mormon weapon against its
antagonists was slander. The man or woman who
has the moral courage to apostatize, becomes a target
for the vilest kind of abuse and falsehood. Of this
more will be said hereafter.

And yet all this persecution was conducted in the
most secret manner possible. In publie, the Saints
denied that they either advocated or practiced
polygamy, though it was the one important and all-
absorbing theme of their counsels in private. Those
who would not sanction or follow the revelation
were denounced as traitors to their faith, whose
portion should be the lake of fire and brimstone
forever. One old lady who had passed through that
terrible ordeal, said: ‘“A person can scarcely form
the slightest conception of what we suffered during
that dreadful time; poverty, sickness, distress, or
death would have been nothing compared to what
we endured. Indeed, death would have been gladly
welcomed by many of us; but, alas, we cried in
vain; he would not come!

“Our husbands were enjoined to treat us with
the utmost severity if we objected to their ‘living
their religion;’ not alone to withdraw all marks of
esteem and affection, but also to deprive us of the
necessaries as well as the comforts and luxuries of
life. ¢Starve them and beat them, if necessary, to
bring them to submission,” was the counsel; ‘better
crucify the body than let the soul go to perdition.’
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“If, by chance, the men were rebellious, they
were dispatched on missions, and their wives com-
manded to receive the attentions of other men during
_ their absence. I dare not repeat the counsel given

on this point, it is so grossly indelicate and immoral.
If a wife fell a victim to the snare, and her husband
found more children in his home when he returned
than when he left, it was all ‘religion.” If she
remained true and loyal, her reputation was ruined
among the Saints. And when the Mormons came to
Utah, and were so completely isolated from &he
influences of the outside world, there was no help or
redress for the women. Those of us who rebelled
against the doctrine were treated without tenderness,
or even respect. In fact, we were regarded as
simply brood animals. Brigham Young frequently
told the women that they must not expect their
"husbands to love them, it was enough honor to be
allowed to bear children to a Saint. Then when
that reign of terror known as the ¢ Reformation’ was
inaugurated, thousands were compelled to enter
polygamy in order to save themselves from being
‘blood-atoned.” Then a single woman could scarcely
be found in the length and breadth of the Territory;
and when the supply of marriageable girls had
given out, others were recruited from the ranks of
the children. It was a very common affair for a
little girl of thirteen or fourteen ycars to be forced
into polygamy with some wretch old enough to be
her grandfather! After long years of such tyranny
and inhuman treatment, is it any wonder that our
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women became reduced to the lowest depths of
degradation?”

The same lady said upon another occasion: ““Polyg-
amy is the direst curse with which a people or a
nation could be afflicted. I could tell you stories
enough to fill volumes, of its vile workings, its
unholy influences, its horrible results. It completely
demoralizes good men, and makes bad men corre-
spondingly worse. As for the women—well, God
help them! First wives it renders desperate, or else
heart-broken, mean-spirited creatures; and it almost
unsexes some of the other women, but not all of them,
for plural wives have their sorrows too. An elder
once said to me, ‘Sister Sarah, you are a regular
Satan.” I had been giving my views in regard to
polygamy and polygamists. I answered him, ‘There
are only two classes of Mormon women, devils and
fools.”

+“Talk about the lost women of the outside
world! Are any of them so lost to all sense of shame
that they will parade themselves before the wife,
and rob her unblushingly not only of the affections
of her husband, but of every particle of his sub-
stance, even the bread out of her children’s mouths?
They at least have shame enough to keep themselves
hidden from the women they may happen to wrong.
But I have known my husband’s concubines to enter
my home, after I would not have them in the house
with me any longer, and deliberately take away the
food and clothing I had earned with my own hands,
and my husband stand by without a word of expos-
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tulation or reproof. He was not in a position at
that time to give them what they desired or needed,
and he did not care if they robbed me of my last
penny, even if my little children went hungry or
naked in consequence. Yet before he became a
polygamist he was as kind and tender a husband as
ever lived.”

But alas for the consistency of the Latter-day
religion! A husband like this will often descant for
hours upon the advantages of the “divine ordinance,”
especially for the benefit of distinguished strangers.
There is one apostle in particular who is frequently
chosen to fill this office, who, as the Mormons say,
becomes completely lifted out of himself in expatiat-
ing upon the benefits of the divine order of marriage,
and its ennobling influences upon the women. This
holy apostle has never provided properly for any of
his wives, two or three have left him, he has deserted
as many more, one of whom died of sheer destitution
under the most heart-rending circumstances; and
yet he is perfectly fanatical on the subject of
polygamy.

Is it any wonder that those who have suffered, or
seen others suffer, from the horrors of this system,
should wish it “blotted out so completely that even
its foul memory should die?”

WELOEFT e



CHAPTER III.

Polygamy  Propagaded.

Polygamy Denied Abroad while Practiced at Home.—Ingenious
Liars.—Danger of Admitting Utah as a State.—Relief So-
cieties. ’

Joseph and his deluded followers

practicing polygamy in Nauvoo,

nissionaries abroad were sedulously

hing against it, and in pursuance of

wophet's private orders, were posi- -

tively asserting that no such tenet was
recognized by the Latter-day Saints. They were
afraid to advocate the principle openly, because they
knew it would bring upon them the just condemna-
tion of the entire world, and prevent converts from
embracing the new religion. Consequently, they
were obliged to resort to the vilest kind of deceit, in
order to screen themselves and their nefarious
doctrine from the abhorrence so justly merited.
They were afraid to acknowledge the truth, because
they knew it would be their death-blow at that
time, and it is a well-known fact that even to this
day the missionaries in foreign countries are very

reticent upon this point.

There was considerable excitement in Europe '

when the rumors of the new ordinance were
42)
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brought to their shore, but the American missionaries
assured the European Saints that the rumor was
only started by their enemies to injure their cause.
The most eloquent and remarkable denial was made
by Apostle John Taylor (the present head of the
Mormon chilrch), at Boulogne, in France, where he
presided over a large and successful mission.

Apostle Taylor was at that time the husband of
five wives, two of them sisters. A missionary who
was laboring with him there had for wives a mother
and daughter. The French converts were determined
to know the truth in regard to polygamy, conse-
quently Apostle Taylor preached an eloquent sermon,
denying the charge emphatically, and quoting ex-
tensively from the “Book of Mormon™ and “ Doc-
trines and Covenants,”—works containing the arti-
cles of faith of the Mormon church. Being very earn-
est and impressive, he convinced his audience, with-
out a doubt, that the Latter-day Saints had been
vilely slandered by the accusation of polygamy.
What a religion, which permits a man to lie so un-
blushingly, and that in the name of the God of
truth, who cannot lie!

One reason why a great many honest, straight-
forward Mormons declare against polygamy is be-
cause it involves such a sacrifice of truth. It makes
a man a deceiver in spite of himself, in defiance
of his better nature. Men who would scorn a
falsehood in any other relation of life, who are
faithful to the end in friendship and just in business
to the uttermost farthing, do not scruple to descend
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to the lowest grade of falsehood when polygamy is
concerned. As a Mormon lady once said to a dis-
tinguished traveler, “ A polygamist is the most in-
genious liar imaginable, because he dare not tell the
truth, that is, if he wishes to preserve a semblance
of peace in the family. If the first wife remains
the favorite, and he desires to please her without
totally neglecting the others, he will invent the most
plausible stories in regard to his absences from home,
to avoid telling her that he has been visiting them.
If he is an old man, and the slave of some concu-
bine, there is no end to the falsehoods he will have
to tell. But the deceit and treachery are most
practiced when the men are looking for other
wives.” If you will talk with Mormon women you
will find that the testimony on this point is over-
whelming. Almost every woman, either first or
plural wife could tell the same story of some kind of
deception having been practiced upon her. Many
of them were married to missionaries in foreign
lands, thinking they were first wives, only to find
upon their arrival in Zion, that two, three, or more
women, as the case might be, had a previous right
to call the same man husband.

It was necessary to revert to the early history of
polygamy, and show, for two reasons, how the women
were forced to submit to it. First, to illustrate the
principle which has made the women of Mormonism
what they are to-day, and which can find no paral-
lel anywhere on the face of the civilized globe;
second, to show that if Utah were admitted as a
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State, unless polygamy were abolished as completely
as slavery now is, the same things would be
repeated. Given Statehood under the present con-
dition of affairs, the Gentiles would soon be run out
of the country, the liberal schools and newspapers
suppressed, and a reign of terror inaugurated that
would cost the United States millions of money and
lives before the abolition of polygamy could be ac-
complished, while now a very little legislation,
coupled with determination on the part of the Gov-
.ernment, would soon stop the evil from spreading,
and place it in the way of complete annihilation.

It is not exaggeration to say that the system of
persecution which compelled the Mormon women to
submit to polygamy would again be adopted in case
Utah were invested with the powers of State sov-
ereignty, for there exists in Utah to-day as com-
plete a system for teaching and preaching the abom-
ination to the young girls. In every little settlement
there is a female organization called the *Relief
Society,” which was instituted and is maintained by
the orders of the priesthood. Here the young girls
are brought every week, and the vile doctrine con-
tinually dinned into their ears. The same old story
is ever repeated, that they can never obtain salva-
tion except they enter it. They are also taught
that polygamy is practiced all over the world in
some form or other, that the Mormon system of
plurality is the only pure and true one, and that all
others are sinful.

A young girl of sixteen who had been born
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and raised in the Salt Lake Valley, seemed
completely astounded when informed by a Gentile
whose acquaintance she casually made, that a
man in New York or Massachusetts who married
more than one wife would be sent to the peniten-
tiary. Then these children are asked if they would
not prefer to have their husbands live in the pure
relations of celestial marriage, owning their wives
and acknowledging their children, rather than to
know or suspect that they were living in sin. A
Mormon woman said not long ago, to a Gentile vis-
itor: “ What is the difference between our husbands
having plural wives, and your husbands keeping mis-
tresses?” The lady was equal to the occasion and
quickly replied: “There is no difference at all, for
the practices are identical ; polygamy and prostitu-
tion are one and the same thing. But there is this
distinction, while you extol the one as a saintly
practice, we condemn the other as a sinful one.”

The Mormons claim that the origin of the ““Relief
Society ” was in pursuance of a direct revela-
tion from God to Joseph Smith, and what is
called the “ Young Ladies’ Association ” was a reve-
lation to Brigham Young. A member of the latter’s
household thus discourses in regard to this revela-
tion :—

“After the Gentiles began to come to Utah, the
young girls, getting their eyes opened a little, be-
gan to have doubts regarding the religious prin-
ciples of polygamy, because they had seen so much
of its unhappiness and its evil results. Some of
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them thought that to possess the love and devotion
of a sinner; and to be well supported by him, might
be preferable to neglect and poverty with the frac-
tion of a Saint. Occasionally a maiden would be
found bold enough to express her opinions, and de-
clare that she would have a husband to herself, or
have none. The president was quick to see that
these ideas must be crushed immediately, or the
young people would soon be on the.road to apostasy.
~ So he said to the elder women: *Sisters, something
must be done to counteract these infernal Gentile in-
fluences, and stop this feeling of rebellion against
our holy practices. Organize societies, bring the
young girls more in contact with you, mothers in
Israel, and instruct them in the faith.’ And so, the
first of these societies was organized in our own
household, (for I was a member of the family at
the time), not to assist the poor and suffering, but to
teach the young girls subjection to the dominant
power. No woman has ever been permitted tohold
office in one of these societies, except those who will
carry out the plans of the Mormon theocracy.”

And what shall be said of women who allow
themselves to be the tools of a designing priesthood !
They are either fanatics or hypocrites, and as such,
unfit to be leaders and teachers of woman. God
knows there are enough influences in this sor-
rowful world to render women’s lives a dreary
waste, without their own sex being the instruments
to lure them to destruction. Of this class of women,
more will be said hereafter.



CHAPTER 1V.

Glassgs of @oymon TWomgn,

Apostates.—Anti-Polygamous Mormons.—Full Believers.—Cour-
age of the Apostates.

YiliY: HE women of Mormonism—(in this general
)5 classification are included all who have ever
been identified with the church)—may be
divided into two classes, first and plural
wives. Each of these classes may be again
subdivided, and distinguished as, first, apos-
tates, that is, those who have withdrawn entirely
from the Mormon church; second, those who have
not yet severed their connection with it, and who
believe in all its doctrines with the exception of
polygamy ; and third, those who believe in the insti-
tution as a divine ordinance, or pretend they do.
The apostate element is, of course, very much in
the minority, but it counts among its ranks many
noble women who have burst from their trammels
under innumerable difficulties, —women who have
suffered untold martyrdom for the sake of a false
god. It is our intention to say but little about this
class, preferring to let them speak for themselves.
In the stories which follow, there is nothing exagger-
ated nor set down in malice. Indeed, exaggeration
(48)
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is impossible, since language is inadequate to half
unveil the horrors of this loathsome object called
celestial marriage. These pages are simple, truthful
relations of how women have been beguiled and de-
luded; how their hearts have been crushed, their
womanly feelings outraged, their homes desecrated,
and they made almost physical, mental, and moral
wrecks.

We can scarcely give too high a tribute to the
courage of the apostate Mormon women. It may
be thought a very easy matter to leave the church;
but when it is remembered that leaving the church
meant the entire breaking away from all old friend-
ships, complete ostracism from all old associations,
and perhaps starvation for their children, it will be
seen that it required more moral strength than is
possessed by every woman to cross the line that pro-
claimed her an outcast. Women, whose lives had
been as pure and innocent as their yearling babe’s,
have had their reputations sullied and their charac-
ters assailed in every imaginable manner; others
have been sent out like Hagar into the wilderness,
with, alas, no angel near to comfort them, while
every one was warned not to take them in. Many
have laid life’s burden down, too grievous to be
longer borne; but to those who carried it bravely
through to the end, we can safely say, “ Verily, ver-
ily, ye shall have your reward.”

4



CHAPTER V.

Woman's Gomsent,

A First Wife's Story.—Counseled to Humble His Wife.—‘ Wives
Have no Rights in this Territory.”—A Mother’s Reason for
Going to Utah.—The New House.—The Baby.—Persecutions.
—Husband Persuaded.—Death of the Baby.—Wife Reluctantly
Consents.—Consequences.—A Death-Bed Scene.—Escape

HE following stories of first wives will show

: j how women have been, and still are, coerced

S into giving consent for their husbands to

take other women, and also illustrate the

beauties of that system which its votaries

declare brings so much happiness, and is so
ennobling to the female sex.

A FIRST WIFE'S STORY.

“Many friends who have heard me complain of
. the sorrows I have endured in polygamy, censure me
deeply for having given my consent for my hus-
band to take another wife. They say I could easily
have prevented it if I had been determined and
threatened him with Gentile law, as it is only a few
years, comparatively speaking, since he went into
plurality. I will relate the facts just as they are,
and people can see for themselves how utterly im-
possible it would have been for me to have acted
any differently.
(50)
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“My husband was doing well in his business, and
had frequently been counseled by various members
of the priesthood, to avail himself of his privilege,
and add to his family. It may not, perhaps, be un-
derstood by the Gentiles, that when a man shows
signs of being prosperous, he is not given any peace
until he has bound himself in the chains of polyg-
amy. He is then a much greater slave to the priest-
hood, and not so likely to apostatize.

“One day my husband announced to me that he
had determined to live his religion, and take an-
other wife. In one way I was not much surprised,
for I knew the influences that had been brought to
bear upon him continually for months, influences
which could not be ignored without the possibili-
ties of utter ruin. Besides, I had seen that blight-
- ing shadow destroy the peace of too many homes
not to fear that it might also cast its baleful influ-
ence over mine; yet still I hoped that it might pass
me by. We had lived together happily for fifteen
years, and seven children had been born to us, four
of whom were living. One of these children was a
dearly loved, I may say, an idolized, little girl, who
had been an invalid from her birth, and whom I
had cherished like a delicate, rare, hot-house flower;
another was a babe in arms ; the rest were two stout
hearty little boys, not old enough to do anything to
help themselves.

“When he told me of his intention to go into polyg-
amy, he also said that he had been counseled to
marry & certain woman. I had many reasons to re-
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gard this woman with special aversion. A ycar or
two prev ious she had been a servant in my family,
and in addition to a very high temper, she had an-
noyed and disgusted me by hcr ctforts to attract the
attention of my husband. He did not seem to notice
her in the least at that time, and made no objections
when I discharged her for an unkind action toward
my little girl, whom she appeared to dislike ex-
tremely; and why, I never could imagine, for she
was as sweet and gentle a little creature as ever
lived. Subsequently, I heard that he had been ad-
vised by the church authorities to marry this woman,
on purpose to humble me, because I was suspected of
having more spirit and independence than was be-
fitting a Mormon woman.

“Well, it is no use repeating what I said to him.
I knew that it would be in vain, for the decree had
gone forth. It was like a drowning man clutching
at a straw when I wept and prayed him to avert
the disaster a little longer, if not altogether, and not
to ruin our happy home. I reminded him of what
we had been to each other for fifteen long years, and
how I had forsaken all my friends for him; how I
had tried to be an exemplary wife and a good
mother to our children.

«<It is well that you think of your children,” was
his reply, ‘for if you will not do your duty and
consent for me to do mine, by living up to the priv-
ileges of a Latter-day Saint, they shall have neither
food clothing, nor shelter of my prov1dmg during
the coming winter.’
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“ Gentile ladies who read this will perhaps think
‘that my husband was a brute. On the contrary, he
-had been one of the best of husbands, and had never
-given me a rough word in fifteen years of married
“life, until he considered himself forced to ‘bring me
‘to my senses,’” as the Mormons would say. None
.but those who have lived and suffered in it, can im-

agine the tyranny of Mormonism.

“But what could Ido? Could I see my innocent

'chlldren who had always been tenderly cared for,
‘go hungry, naked, and homeless ? I was not strong
enough to do all my own household work, and I had
‘a three months’ old baby at my breast. I could not
‘go out and earn their food and clothes.” ‘T could not
‘bring myself to see them suffer, as I knew they
‘must do, for I knew him well enough to be assured
‘that he would carry out his threat; so I said, ¢ Well,
‘if you must take another wife, do so, but let it be
.any other woman in the world rather than the one
tyou have named. You know how hateful she was
-to May, and how could I tolerate any one in the
‘house that would be unkind to her? Choose any
other woman in the city, and I will try to ma,ke
“the best of it.’

" «“He answered, ¢ She it must be, a,nd none other,
and there need not be any trouble. You will keep
‘your side of the house and mind your chlldren, and
I will make her keep hers.’

«<Henry,’ I said, ¢ the day that woman enters this
‘house will be the last day of domestic happiness for

’

us'
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“¢T cannot help it, Mary,” he replied, ‘I am de-
termined to live my religion ; and if you know when
you are well off, you will not make any fuss, but
act like a sensible woman. There is nothing to pre-
vent my leaving ycu without a penny, if I like, for
you know that women, especially first wives, have no
rights in this Territory, not even the right of dower.
Do as you ought, and I will pledge myself that nei-
ther you nor the children shall ever want for any-
thing; but make a fool of yourself, and you may go
where you like, and do the best you can for them.’

“ Again I ask, what could 1 do? Nothing. SoI
consented, went to the Endowment House, and gave
as wife to my husband the woman that I most
hated and despised of all women in the world. I
saw her enter my house and take my place in the
heart of the man for whom I had given up all I had
held dear in this life. I know that, as a rule, the
Gentile ladies consider the Mormon women weak,
miserable creatures to bear what they do, but the
sacrifices that many of us have made for our chil-
dren will prove that we are not different from other
women, at least in the matter of a mother’s love.

“I could tell you much more, but to what purpose ?
I could tell you how that woman’s influence awak-
ened and fostered all that was evil in my nature,
how we together changed my kind, tender husband
into a perfect brute, how the strong arm that had
defended me for fifteen years came to be lifted
against me, and how the death blow came to my lit-
tle angel child in trying to save her mother from it,
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as she thought. But I ask again, to what purpose ?
It will not avail me anything, for there is neither
law, justice, nor mercy for women in this Territory.
It was not my intention to give any history of my
sufferings in polygamy, I simply wanted to tell how
I was coerced into giving my consent for my hus-
band to enter it; and I will say this much, that
Satan himself could not devise any worse tortures
than wowmen experience in the infernal system called
¢ Celestial Marriage.””

Here i is the experlence of another first wife on the
very same point, giving consent for her husband to
take another wife:—

“A Gentile lady remarked not long ago in the
presence of several women who had been Mormons,
that she had no patience with first wives who gave
consent for their husbands to take other women.
They deserved to suffer for being so weak, and if
they had been determined they might have pre-
vented it. This lady had been in Utah a few
months, and thought she knew all the workings of
Mormonism; but when she has lived here seven or
eight years, perhaps she will discover that she had
not then found out the real inner machinery of
polygamy. It takes a person who has lived in it,
and suffered in it, to understand what it is. Andit
takes one who has been a Mormon herself to fully
comprehend the pressure, the organized system of
tyranny that is brought to bear upon people to com-
pel them to submit to the dictates of the priesthood.

“Years ago, a woman had no choice but to submit
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or die; it would have been happier for many if the
latter had been their fate, but they had ties that
bound them to earth,—their little children,—so they
lived on, suffering eternal torments every day of
their lives. It is not quite so bad now, perhaps, for
women can leave their husbands more easily, and if
they have any friends they can get away from Utah
without being murdered by ‘Indians’ in the mount-
ains or on the plains. But in another respect it is
worse, for now men will marry other women with-
out asking the consent of their wives, which was
deemed necessary some years ago.

“I will relate my own experience, and then let any
candid person decide if I could have done otherwise
than give consent for my husband to take a plural .
wife. What I have suffered through the doctrine of
polygamy cannot be half told.

“My husband and I emigrated to Utah nearly
twenty years ago. We had been married about
three years, and had been converted to Mormonism
by a traveling missionary in New York State some
three months previous. We had been in haste to
gather to Zion, not so much to be with God’s people,
for we had many friends from whom it was hard to
part, and besides, rumors had reached us that the
promised land was not exactly as the missionaries
represented, but because my health was rather deli-
cate, and a change was deemed beneficial. We had
heard of the glorious climate of these valleys, and
their health-giving propertics, and were anxious to
secure their benefitss As I said, we had been
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married three years; but no little child had been
sent to sanctify our union, and the Mormon mission-
ary had assured us that this blessing would be ours if
we would leave wicked Babylon, and cast our lot
with the Saints of God.

“We did not have very much of this world’s goods,
but my husband was a superior mechanic, besides
having a good knowledge of book-keeping, acquired
in leisure hours, and I was an excellent needle-woman,
consequently we had no fears of not being able to
make a living in any place. We sold our little home,
and the proceeds were more than sufficient to defray
comfortably the expenses of the journey, and leave
a surplus for our maintenance until my husband
should be able to get into some business. The mis-
sionary offered to take charge of George’s extra
funds, but he was not sufficiently blinded or bigoted
to trust the elder so implicitly. Besides, in those
- days he was very independent, and thought he was
fully able to take care of himself and everything
belonging to him. A course of Mormon dietetics
somewhat modified this characteristic, but for years
it was prominent enough to cause both of us many
troubles and heart-aches. I often think that if we
had been ‘blood-atoned’ in the days of our early love,
and buried together side by side in one grave, we
should have escaped many sorrows, and been more
glad to meet each other in the resurrection day than
we shall be now. But regrets are vain, and what is
done can never be undone. 4 ‘

“We had heard in our New York home that
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polygamy was practiced among the Saints, but we
were assured by the elder that it was entirely
optional with the people themselves, and that if a
man'’s religious convictions did not prompt him to en-
ter it, or if a wife thought she was not fitted to carry
out the principles of the celestial doctrine, there was
no compulsion whatever employed. Of course, he
depicted in glowing colors the advantages of the
system when lived aright, that the women who
embraced it were perfectly happy in this life, and
assured of the highest bliss in the world to come. I
did not trouble myself very much about the matter
after he stated so positively that polygamy was not
compulsory, for I was sure that George would never
enter it against my wishes, and I was so anxious to
get to Utah that I was willing to assume almost any
risk. I was not a fanatic or a religious enthusiast
by any means, but I had an irresistible longing to
experience the joys of motherhood, and I had faith
in a change of climate to accomplish this much-
desired end.

“In due time we arrived in Utah, after a pleasant
journey across the plains, and my husband was not
long in obtaining steady employment. Of course,
we experienced a measure of regret and sorrow at
leaving our old home, and severing so many old ties,
but the anticipations for the future soon overbalanced
these, and our first year in Zion was one of peace
and contentment. We had secured a lot, and
intended to build a little home very soon, and in my
limited way I was making preparations to adorn it
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with articles of taste, if not elegance. George was
fond of seeing things look pretty around him, and
our old home had been as tastefully furnished as our
means would permit. And what rendered us still
happier, was the fact that my fond hopes were to be
realized, and the next spring, God willing, a baby of
my own should be folded to my breast.

“Ah me! I grow almost insane when I look back
upon those days, and recall the memory of what my
husband and I were to each other. Our marriage
‘had been one of pure affection, and the knowledge of
this coming pledge of our love drew us even more
closely together, and made earth seem almost a
Paradise. I used to stand sometimes by my open
door and gaze on the lovely valley, bathed in the
evening sunlight, and then over the snow-capped
mountains, and think that God could not make a
lovelier spot than my mountain home. But I lived
to see the day when I cursed thosec mountains for
being my prison walls, and almost cursed God for
allowing them to exist.

“I need not tell any mother the delight and rapture
I felt when I held a lovely baby boy in my arms;
and George was no less rejoiced. Everything in our
past lives seemed nothing when compared with this
event; and from the number of congratulations we
received, it also seemed as if the entire city was
rejoicing too.

“ When our boy was about six months old, the
shadow first began to gather around our lives, and
it was in this wise. We had a neighbor, a polyga-
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mist with two wives, who had lived pretty peaceably
together up to that time. But dissensions began to
arise, and before long their quarrels were the theme
of the neighborhood. One day the two women had
a severe altercation in the front door-yard, which
the husband undertook to stop, and all three used a
great deal of language which, to say the least, was
very unbecoming to Saints. My husband spoke his
opinion very frankly in regard to an institution
which produced such results, and within the space
of an hour it was carried to the bishop of the ward,
who came down that very evening to remonstrate
with George, whom he accused of a leaning toward
apostasy. George, being high spirited, and unac-
‘customed to any dictation or reproof, quietly informed
the bishop that he had best mind his own concerns;
for he should entertain any opinions he chose about
polygamy or any other doctrine. The bishop went
directly and reported to the church authorities, and
from that moment our doom was sealed. From that
moment began a series of persecutions which never
ceased until my happiness was wrecked forever. '
“We had always been in the habit of going regu-
larly to meeting, paying tithes promptly, and out-
wardly conforming to all the observances of the
Mormon faith. But soon George received an inti-
mation that he was not living up to his pnvﬂeges as
a Saint, and unless he wanted to make trouble for
himself, he had better speak more respectfully of
the divine ordinance. But, as I said before, he was
an independent man and would not be dictated to;
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‘but he discovered after awhile that in Zion the least
said was soonest mended, and a man who thought
for himself had best also keep those thoughts to him-
self.

“I could not recount the number of mean and
petty persecutions to which we were subjected. We
were not threatened openly, because George was
making money, and was very liberal in contributing
whenever he was called on, consequently he was in
good standing. But he could never go to a meeting
of the Seventies, or even a Sunday ward meeting,
without polygamy being hurled at him in some way
or other. I was very quiet, because I had so much
confidence in him; and so long asI felt sure that he
would not go into it, I judged it best not to make
matters worse by talking myself. But there came
a time when all this was changed. One evening we
had a visit from a friend whom we both honored
and respected, and who said that he had come to
talk seriously with George. I believe he was hon-
est in his intentions, and firmly thought he had our
best interests at heart; but oh, how I hate and de-
spise the very sight of that man !

“He told us that if George did not change his
course, he would either be sent on a three-years’
mission, or pay the penalty of his indiscretion and
disobedience to the law of God. He gave us the
particulars of one case, which had happened only a
few months previous. We knew the man was miss-
ing, but nothing more. I had then lived in Zion
long enough to know what going on & mission por-
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tended. For me, destitution, or hard labor to keep
soul and body together, exposure to all manner of
insult from other Saints in my husband’s absence,
and persecution and slander if I remained true to
him. For him, it meant a three-years’ absence
from wife and boy whom he tenderly loved, and
liberty, if not strict private orders to make entan-
glements with any number of women he pleased.
I had known more than one missionary to return
with young girls as wives,—men whom their wives
had trusted as much as I did my husband.

“I had learned a great deal the last six months we
had lived in Salt Lake City. Before that, we had
been so thoroughly engrossed with our own affairs as
to pay little attention to what was going on around
us. Also, he had been purposcly kept in ignorance
of evil deeds that were transpiring almost every
day. I had learned, too, what was meant by ‘pay-
ing the penalty,’—a lonely, unmarked grave some-
where on the outskirts of the city, or a ghastly
corpse left in some secluded locality to be the prey
of wild animals. We listened to our friend, and
were impressed by his sincerity, and he gave us un-
mistakable tokens that he had not come of his own
accord, but had been commissioned from head-quar-
ters. When he was leaving he said, ‘ Think of what
I have been telling you, brother and sister M——,
for it would be a pity if that fine little fellow there
should wake up some morning and find himself
fatherless, and perhaps motherless too.’

“I wds silent during the interview, but the mo-
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ment he was gone, I could not restrain my feelings
any longer, and I burst into tears, exclaiming, ‘O
George, let us get away from this dreadful place!
I cannot consent to your embracing that dreadful
doctrine, and yet I feel it is true, what brother B.
has said, that you will either be blood-atoned or
sent on a mission.” He soothed me as well as he
could, assured me I need not fear he would break
my heart by taking another woman, and that -per-
haps all would yet come right in the end.

“We agreed, however, that for the present he
should be very cautious in expressing his views, and
not say anything more against polygamy openly.

“From that day forward an almost unaccountable
change came over him. Formerly, he used to talk
of polygamy with loathing; now he would say some-
times that it was a good enough doctrine for some

- people if it was lived aright, but it would never do
for him. I know that he was continually pursued
by some of the elders, acting under instructions,
and when they found that he no longer talked
against it, they followed up what they thought a
decided advantage. After six months more of this
persecution, he became almost maddened, and told
me that he believed the best thing for all of us
would be to submit. He assured me that matters
could not remain in this way much longer, and
both our lives were at stake if he did not take an-
other wife. He furthermore assured me that it
would never make the slightest difference in our rela-
tions. He loved me, and only me; butif I did not
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give my consent, he could not answer for the con-
sequenecs.

- “At first, I was angry, mdlgna,nt. and Would
not listen to the thing for a moment. Afterward,
I wept, pleaded, a.nd prayed him rather to let
us die together if there was no other way of escape,
and our baby with us, than to thus pollute and dis-
grace our household. Oh, the agony of those never
to be forgotten days! Oh, the martyrdom I suffered,
in having my heart crucified over and over again!
I got to such a pitch of frenzy and despair that I
almost cursed my darling boy, who was commen-
cing to toddle after me and lisp my name, as the
author of this misfortune. God forgive me, for I
knew not what I did!

“While I was in that state of anguish, our boy
was taken ill suddenly, and though apparently in
perfect health one morning, on the next his little
helpless form lay ready for the grave. I can never
trust myself to speak of this occurrence. Mothers
will comprehend my feclings, and to others my
grief is too sacred to be even mentioned. If it were
not absolutely necessary, I would not relate what
follows; but how can these evils be remedied unless
their infamy is exposed? While my husband and
myself stood weeping over the cold and senseless
form of our idolized little one, a certain member of
the Mormon priesthood entered the chamber, and
said to me, ‘Sister M., this dispensation of Provi-
dence 18 not mysterious to us who can see clearly;
it i8 only & punishment for your pertinacity in
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not permitting brother G.to do his duty and live
kis religion. And mark my words, yow will
never have another child as long as you oppose
the will of the Lord’ We were both so com-
pletely bowed down with sorrow that we neither
understood fully his brutality, nor had power to re-
sent, it.

“George said subsequently that if he had only
been himself, that man would never have left the
house alive. But as it was, his words sunk into my
heart, because he was considered a just and good
man, and I was tortured, almost consumed, with
doubt and fear. Friends urged me to seek the con-
solation of religion in my sorrow. Every influence
possible was brought to bear upon me. I went con-
stantly to the meeting-house, where polygamy was
dinned forever in my ears, and the wickedness of
opposing the celestial ordinance fully set forth. My
physical strength gave way. In mind I became
almost an imbecile. And as the months sped by,
and gave me no signs or hopes of maternity, I be-
gan to think that I was cursed of God, and was
only expiating my own sin. Then, when the
mother love grew again so strong as to be almost
uncontrollable, when day and night were haunted
by visions of the child who had gone from me for-
ever, and whom I so ardently yearned to replace, in
a period of unusual weakness of mind and body, I
took the fatal step, I gave consent for my husband
to share my place with another.

“I was not allowed torelent. No time was given

b
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me to reconsider. A girl had long been picked out
for him. They were married in the Endowment
House, and he took her back to her mother until a
home could be provided for her. He had enough
respect for me not to bring her to my house, and I
know that in his heart he regretted the deed as soon
as it was done. But this infernal doctrine will de-
stroy all that is good in the best men. They can
learn to look unmoved upon sorrows that would
awaken pity in the heart of Satan bimself. Men
who would not allow the wind to blow roughly
on their wives, will learn to see them hungry and
naked without a pang, and their children the same.
Sometimes, when I sit and meditate upon the atroci-
ties that have been perpetrated in the name of God
and religion, I wish I had the tongue of an angel,
that I might go forth to tHe world and proclaim the
truth as it is.

“I ask now if I was not excusable, if not justified,
in giving consent for my husband to go into polyg-
amy. I might perhaps have held out a little longer,
but in all probability the end would have been the
same. I yielded in a time of weakness, and whether
or not I deserved to suffer, as my Gentile friend de-
clared, I have been richly repaid for it all the same.

“ After George had married, he did not return to
my lonely home for several days. He was afraid
to meet the storm of grief and indignation which
he knew I could not repress. And when he did
come, I felt as if I could have torn him in pieces.

-1 wanted to kill him with my own hand, and then
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I could have fallen dead at his feet. He was not
my own husband any longer, the life of my life,
and soul of my soul. Another had come between
us and severed the mystic bond that had made us
ONE. He could never be to me again on earth what
he had been before.

“The girl he married had been brought up in a
polygamous family, and of course had been taught
to consider the institution a religious one, although
her faith had been somewhat weakened by the
scenes of strife and discord to which she had been a
daily witness almost all her life.

“Though she did me, unwittingly perhaps, the
most grievous wrong that one woman can do an-
other, yet I will not be unjust to her. She was
naturally good tempered, and never deliberately set
to work to torture or annoy me, as I have known
too many plural wives to do. Still I hated her
with a more than mortal hatred, for had she not
come between me and my all in this world?

“ As soon as possible a house was built for her quite
near my own, and it was as handsomely fitted up as
his means would permit. I was not stinted in any
comforts, had all I desired, and for awhile George was
as kind and attentive to me as before. He returned
punctually when the week was over, and always
professed that he was delighted to get back to me,
his wife and his only love. While he was absent I
did nothing but weep and mourn, and if by chance
a neighbor ventured in, I could not refrain from
speaking my mind freely about the abominable in-
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stitution. When he was with me I tried to be as
much like my olden self as possible, for I could not
blame him entirely, knowing as I did that he had
been almost forced into it. But the specter had
come between us, and could not but make his
ghastly presence perceptible sooner or later.

“ After awhile George would leave the house im-
mediately after supper, almost every evening, saying
that he had a little business out, and must also look
in upon Emma a few moments, as she was not at all
well, and perhaps he would tell me not to wait up
for him, as he might be late. Of course I rebelled,
for during all our married life previous to his enter-
ing polygamy, he had scarcely spent an evening
away from home unless I accompanied him. But
my remonstrances were in vain. His answer would
be, ‘Mary, you know that, as I have married
Emma, it is only my duty to do what is right by
her, and she is now in a condition to demand my
care and attention, while you are strong and well,
and do not need me at all.” Then, when I would
reproach him with having lost his love for me, which
only a few short months ago he had assured me was
strong as ever, he would reply impatiently, ‘Don’t
be a fool, Mary; of course I love you, and always
shall, but I cannot neglect Emma just to gratify
your whims. Do be reasonable and look wupon
things in their proper light. I provide for you and
am as kind to you as I ever was; but you ought to
see, yourself, that at present, my place is by Emma’s
side instead of yours’ Think of it, you happy
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wives, especially you who may be childless, what a
religion, that drags your husband away from you to
the side of another woman who has the expectation
of being & mother by him! Think of a religion
that has so benumbed the moral and intellectual fac-
ulties of a wife, that she immolates herself on such a
foul altar, in hopes that the coveted boon may be be-
stowed upon her. When I think upon it, I only
wonder that those in the outside world, calling them-
selves disciples of the loving and tender Christ who
was the friend of woman, do not come with fire and
sword, and sweep the monster from the face of the
earth, that commits such atrocities in his dear name,

“I was alone, in my lonely, childless house, I will
no longer call it a home, when the tidings were
brought to me that a son was born to my husband’s
second wife, Oh, the unutterable anguish of that
long, dreary night! I walked the floor until the
dim light of early morning, when my tottering limbs
refused to bear me any longer, and I fell to the floor,
where I lay for hours in a semi-unconscious state.
There was feasting and rejoicing in the other house,
while a darkness, worse than that of death, lay over
mine.

“ Another year, and still another went by, and the
reward for which I had bartered my happiness had
not been vouchsafed to me. A little daughter had
been added to the other household, and I was drink-
ing in its fullness the bitter cup, for my husband no
longer made any pretense of staying with me. His
home was with his other wife and her children. I
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have no doubt but she made it pleasanter for him
than I did, with my tears and reproaches; and while
fondling her children, he forgot all about the little
boy who was sleeping on the dreary hillside alone.

“Soon after her second child was born, I deter-
mined not to live in that unnatural manner any
longer. I would make him choose between us,
and if she were his choice, I would go entirely
away from him and live out my own life. I felt
convinced that I could not exist another year in that
way, and retain my senses; and perhaps if we were
separated forever I could live out the measure of
my days, not in happiness, that never could be, but
without the intense suffering which I now experi-
enced every day and hour. I could easily have
died; but pride, if nothing else, should keep me alive,
at least until I had severed all relations with him.

“I will relate here an incident which occurred
about this time, not that it has any bearing on my
own story, but because it illustrates so well the de-
moralizing influences of the infamous system.

A man with two wives lived only a short distance
from my house. He was a brute by instinct, and
polygamy had made him even more brutal. He
was one of those who were not contented with
breaking their wives’ hearts, but tried to break their
heads also. At times, their home was like the infer-
nal regions, an abode of strife and discord; and yet,
the first wife, perhaps in memory of their youth,
was as patient and forbearing as a woman could
possibly be. But now, this man lay dying, and I
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was summoned with some other neighbors to render
a little assistance. If I could live to be a thousand
years old, I never should forget the horrible scene
which transpired in that chamber of death. Several
persons were present, among them the second wife,
when the first wife attempted to enter the room.
The second tried to prevent her, but another woman
assisted her, and both together forced open the door.
I knew this woman as the first wife of a certain
man, and that her.life had been ruined on account
of polygamy; and, strange to say, her husband and
his other wife were also in the room. When she had
effected an entrance, she turned to the second wife of
the dying man, and said in thrilling tones, < This is
his wife, and she has a right to be here, which you
have not.” Then looking at her own husband’s sec-
ond wife, she said, ‘I want you to remember that
if my husband ever lies dying, and you try to pre-
vent me from entering the room, I will Aurl you,
yes, hurl you out of the house!’

“In the meantime the poor old wife of the dying
man stood by the bedside weeping. ‘Why do you
weep?’ said the woman, who appeared almost like
an avenging angel; ‘you should rather laugh, for
you are now free from your misery. There lies
the man who wrecked your happiness, and ruined
your life, powerless to harm you any more!’ Then,
touching the hand of the man already cold with
approaching death, she exclaimed, ‘THANK GoD,
THIS CAN NEVER STRIKE A WOMAN AGAIN!’ Nearly
all the occupants of the room left in horror, frightened
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at the appearance of this awful woman. I said to her,
¢ Sister H—, what has come over you, you act as if
you were crazy?’ She grasped my hand, and re-
plied, ¢ Sister M——, I am almost wild when I think
what this infernal doctrine of polygamy has done for
us poor women !’

“As my principal object in unveiling the past was -
to explain how I was beguiled into polygamy, I
will not say much in regard to how I came out of
it, except that I was the victim of all manner of
slanderous tales; but for that I was partially pre-
pared, and knew that I should have to live them
down. When I first told my husband of my de-
cision, he was violently angry; but when he saw
that I was not to be moved, he told me to go where
I liked, that he should remain with his wife and
children. In accordance with instructions from
some of the priesthood, he sold the roof over my
head, and in the darkness of evening, I went forth,
with only a little bundle containing a change of
clothing in my hand,—went forth from the home
where I had seen so much happiness, and afterward
so much misery. I went to sister H , the first
wife alluded to before, and asked shelter for the
night, which was willingly granted. I remained
with her a few days, and then I was fortunate
enough to obtain a situation as necdle-woman in a
family that were themselves inclined to apostasy,
but whose wealth and position kept them from the
persecution that would have been dealt unsparingly

to poorer people.
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*Since then, I have been in a measure prospered.
Yet still my life has been a lonely and desolate one.
But he who ruined my happiness, did not in the end
encompass his own. He took more wives, and many
children were born to him, but the most of them
died in childhood, and those who were spared did
not prove either a comfort or a blessing. Lonely as
my lot is, I would not exchange it for his.

“Not long ago, I met him in the street face to face.
We had not spoken together for ten long years. I
was about to pass, but he stopped me, and said,
‘Mary, I do not wonder that you do not wish to
speak to me, after the way I treated you. But I
only want to say this, I hope that just punishment
will be meted out to those who separated us.’

“I drew my veil over my face to hide my tears as
I answered him, ‘We were to blame ourselves, and
this cursed libel on the name of religion, polygamy !’

“We have not met since, and as I said once before
in the course of this narrative, I feel as if I could not
even look on his face in the resurrection day.”




CHAPTER VI

X Hinst Wilg's Rougnae,

Both Fanatic and Fool.—A Husband’s Promise.—The Husband
Ensnared.—Happiness of Polygamous Families.—8ickness.—
The Vow.—English Mollie.—The Third Wife.—A Religious
Enthusiast.

» sign to show the evil effect of the system
¢ 3 on those living in it, and who may have
¢}y once advocated it from a conscientious mo-
§' tive. It was originally published under the
title of ‘“What Polygamy has done for
Women: "—

“Since reading some articles in the Anti-Polyg-
amy Standard on the evil effects of polygamy, I
have been considering a great deal, and at last have
come to the conclusion that it is my duty to relate
my experience on this point, and tell what the
dreadful system has done for me. It is a very diffi-
cult task for & woman to write herself down either
a fanatic or a fool, and I have been both; yet still,
I appreciate the fact that the horrors of the system
can never be fully ventilated or truly told, unless
we women who have been mixed up with it are
willing to put our shoulders to the wheel, and help
on the good work by exposing its iniquities to the
(74
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world. No other consideration on earth could in-
duce me to acknowledge what a dupe, and after-
ward what a virago I was, except the hope that it
may, perhaps, have some influence in preventing
another woman from sharing the same fate. I wish
only that the Standard could be placed in the hands
of every young girl in this Territory. Hundreds of
them would gladly read it, and profit by its teach-
ings, if it were placed within their reach.

“My husband and self became converted to
Mormonism in an Eastern State through the
preaching of a traveling missionary. We were
both enthusiastic converts, and speedily removed
to Zion, bringing with us two little oncs and a
fair share of this world’s goods. While on the
plains, we heard of the doctrine of polygamy; but
‘I was in such an abnormal state of mind, being
so completely infatuated with the new religion, that
I received the announcement of the revelation with
comparatively little astonishment. I was so -con-
vinced that the Saints were God’s chosen people that
it seemed impossible to me that they could err in
anything, even though their practices should be en-
tirely at variance with all the ideas I had held
hitherto in regard to these subjects. I remember one
old laly making the remark that it (polygamy)
must be a dreadful cross for the women to bear, and
I answered her, ‘Whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth.” But this was before the cross was
given me to carry myself. My sentiments in
regard to the Lord having anything to do with it
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underwent a decided change after I had personal
experience of the doctrine in my own family.

“Of course, after we had been in Zion for awhile,
my husband was admonished to ‘live his religion.’
When I found the cross likely to come home to me,
although I began to feel very different about it, I
had still sufficient faith in the system as a divine
principle, not to violently oppose my husband. I
told him it would break my heart to see another
supersede me in his affections: but that I loved
him too well to peril his future glory, and prevent
his exaltation in the next world, consequently 1
would sacrifice my own feelings, and not oppose
him, if he would promise me solemnly that I should
always be first in his esteem and regard. This he
readily did, and I went with him to the Endowment
House, and gave him as wife a young girl, a daugh-
ter of one of the high priests who had been chosen
for him. It is only justice to say, that however
my feelings were wounded by his conduct in after
days, there was no courtship or love-making before
they were sealed. He was simply told by the
priesthood that she would make a suitable wife for
him, and he obeyed counsel. He used frequently to
say to me that it would make but little difference to
him whom he should take as second, that he should
do it only from religious conviction in order to se-
cure future exaltation, and that I should always re-
tain the first place in his heart.

“It may seem incredible to outsiders that the
priesthood should take it upon themselves to order
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men to marry certain girls, and that they should obey;
but any one who has ever been a Mormon knows
that this is a very common occurrence. Polyga-
mists who have large families, if they are men high
in authority, will often thrust two of their daugh-
ters on some man at the same time, and it is very sel-
dom that he will dare refuse; others again, will, like
Jacob of old, make the best of a Leah, in order to
win a Rachel.

“ While we were in the Endowment House, at the
very altar, a realization of what I had done,—given
my husband to another woman,—seemed to rush over
me, and after one moment of agony that is inde-
scribable, I fainted at his fect. He seemed also to
realize the situation; but it was too late for regrets,
and the consequences had to be borne as well as we
could.

“ The young bride was brought home to my house,
and became one of our family, no provision for sep-
arate housekeeping being made for her. I tried to
feel kiadly toward her; for after I had consented to
the marriage, I was woman enough to try and treat
her well; although, at times, the very sight of her at
my table, or sitting in my little sewing-room with
my husband at her side, almost drove me wild with

_jealousy, even before I perceived that she was using
all her arts, and every means at her command, to
win his affections from me. She was a true daugh-
ter of her father,—a man who stepped on hearts as
if they were stones,—and, little by little, I discovered
how she was ensnaring my husband, getting him so
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completely in her power, and under her control, that
he seemed to have no thoughts for any one but her.
In less than six months, her influence over him be-
came so strong that he did her bidding as if he
were a mere child, while wife and little ones were
totally neglected. When he entered the house, he
would rush off to her apartment, unmindful of me, or
the chilaren whom he had always met with a smile
and a kiss. I cannot describe the change that came
over our home in those few months; and when I
found that I, his true and loyal wife, who had left
home, friends, and kindred to follow him to the prom-
ised land, was being neglected and almost totally dis-
carded for a girl whose name we did not even know
one short year before, I became nearly insane with
grief and remorse. I suffered the bitterest kind of
remorse, for in reality I was more to blame in the
outset than he; and I could not disguise from my-
self the fact that I had dug a grave, and buried my
happiness with my own hands.

“Of course, I made matters worse constantly by
my tears and reproaches; for, after awhile, it be-
came impossible for me to control myself. The
house was a perfect hell, as every polygamous
household is. No matter what the advocates of
polygamy may say to the contrary, I affirm here,
and I wish it could be circulated all over the United
States, that I have never known a polygamist fam-
ily, and I have been intimate with many from the
highest in authority down, where hatred and dis-
cord did not exist. I have known families who
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were extolled as models of respectability and exem-
plary conduct, where the most disgraceful quarrels
were of daily occurrence, and I have also known
instances where the wives have scarcely risen from
their knees after family devotions, before they
would begin to quarrel, and call each other
by the lowest kind of epithets. And what is more,
I defy any man or woman in this Territory, to cite
one instanee of a polygamous household where there
is anything approaching harmony,—where there is
not bickering, constant jealousy and heart-aches,
even where the semblance of good relations is most
rigidly observed.
“I could name one family that has been fre-
quently held up as a model of purity, loveliness,
‘and piety, the polygamous wives and daughters
being designated as ‘tabernacles, wherein dwelt
holy spirits,” and I know for a fact that one of
those plural wives tried to poison another whom she
thought was the recipient of too much attention
from the husband. It is now no secret, but a mat-
ter of common talk, that more than one of those
lovely and pious daughters are so lost to even the
outward forms of decency that their best friends
have abandoned all hope of their reformation.
When I look back and think of what I have known
* to happen, as well as personally suffered, I become al-
most desperate, and'am ready to exclaim, ¢ Can there
be a God, when such a system is permitted to grow
and flourish in what is called a Christian land!’
“I have been digressing from my narrative, but

-
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my readers must bear with me, and permit me to
have my own way in telling my story. I am en-
tirely unaccustomed to writing for the press, and
must relate facts and occurrences in my own simple
language and manner, trusting that truth will atone
for the many other deficiencies.

“I told how I could not longer control myself
when I saw my husband so devoted to Louise, and
what exasperated me still more was the fact that
she knew how to use my folly to her own advan-
tage.

“No matter how enraged I was, she was always
cool; but her calm and often silent scorn was far
more difficult to endure than rage would have been.
One day, after a scene which was more than usually
tempestuous on my part, she said to me, ‘Sister
Sarah, it seems as if you ought to be able to control
your temper by this time. Can you not see that
your fury only makes brother B. love me the more?’
I was so maddened by that word love, that I threw
the glass I was wiping at her head, shattering it, and
inflicting quite a severe flesh wound upon her fore-
head. If I had been sure that the blow would have
killed her, it would have been all the same, for I
was too enraged to think of consequences.

“This episode angered my husband so much that
he threatened to provide a separate home for Louise,
and also to leave me entirely. - I did not care, and
told him so; and I presume he would have done it
at once, if I had not fallen ill suddenly, the result of
grief and excitement. Whether to avoid scandal,
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or whether he still felt some of the old affection for
me, I do not know ; but he certainly gave me every
care and attention, and nursed me as tenderly as if
there had never been any estrungement between us.
Sometimes she would share his night watches by my
bedside, and when she could not be present in the
room, she managed that another person should, if
possible, so as not to allow me any opportunity of
talking with him alone, fearing lest I should regain
my old influence over him.

“One night, when they thought I was asleep,—I
always feigned to be asleep, if I were not really so,
when she was in the room,—they were talking
about me and my illness, and my husband said,
‘We ought not to blame Sarah too much; it
certainly must be a great trial to her, for she loved
me devotedly.” ¢That may be so,” she replied,
‘but, William, you know that I love you just as
well as she ever has; yes, better, for she is colder
_ hearted naturally than I am. I know that I should
die if you should ever turn against me, or take
another whom you would love more than you do
me.” I felt as if I could spring from my bed, and
choke her, but I controlled myself, and waited for
his reply. <You need never fear that, Louise,” he
said, ‘I shall never care for any one but you.’

“Strange to relate, I lay there quietly, not giving
any sign that I had heard one word. I suppose my
feelings were in part paralyzed by grief, but still I
experienced a thousand deaths in those few moments.

Whatever of love and esteem there was remaining
6
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for my husband, seemed to be struck dead as it were
by one blow, and I lay awake the rest of that long,
wearisome night, pondering and planning what I
could do to render them as miserable and unhappy
as they had made me. I made a vow which I only
kept too well, that he should care for another
besides her, and that I would live to see her experience
the same torments I had gone through, which had
killed all that was lovable or womanly in my nature,
and had left me but a wreck of my former self,
in body, mind, and soul.

“I laid my plans well, and was not in particular
haste in trying to put them into execution. After
my recovery, my husband abandoned the idea of
furnishing another home for Louise, and we lived on
together as before. But Louise and I seemed to
have changed places and dispositions. I became so
indifferent to him that his attentions to her no longer
annoyed me or gave me pain. Consequently, she
did not have the satisfaction of seeing me get into a
temper, and this of itself scemed to irritate her
beyond measure. I used to go about my work,
apparently so intent on my own affairs that I did
not care to notice either of them, while all the time
I was thinking what a glorious revenge I should
have some day on both of them. Louise was no -
housekeeper, in fact, she greatly disliked domestic
labor of any kind, so I exerted myself more than
ever to always have everything neat and comfortable.
I always had as good meals as possible, for William
was something of an epicure in his way, and enjoyed
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the good things of this life. He was an excellent
provider, so far as materials for cooking were
concerned, and I always made the best of them.

“I wish I could adequately express my thoughts
and feelings at this period of our lives. I did not
feel jealous at William’s devotion to Louise, for love
was dead; I hated her, and nearly hated him, and
treated them both with supreme indifference; yet,
when lying awake as I often did for hours during °
the night, thinking of my position as an unloved
and unloving wife, and of the happy years we had
spent together before this unhappiness came, my
heart would become as tender as a child’s, and I
would shed many bitter tears. Then, when I thought
of the woman who occupied the place that was
rightfully mine, I would banish all regret, fight it
out by myself, and the next morning would be
again the hardened, heartless woman, whose main
object in life was to secure revenge.

“It may be thought strange that I have not spoken
of my children. During those dark days, they
were a great comfort to me, and a great sorrow too,
for the poor innocents had to bear the consequences
of their parents’ transgression. The place they
called home was that only in name, and the scenes
to which they were daily witnesses, were enough to
ruin any children. But I am thankful for one
thing, that all this had the effect of making them
despise polygamy, so that they were never entangled
in its meshes.

“Louise had been sealed to my husband for nearly
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two years before she had a child, and when a little
girl was born, it seemed to me that she was not over
pleased. She was naturally indolent, and her train-
ing had not remedied that defect; consequently, any
labor or responsibility was irksome to her, and the
idea of having a child to care for was not what she
desired, and was far from being agreeable. She had
been treated like a spoiled, petted child by William,
and since she had lived in my family, she had spent
the most of her time in dressing and making herself
captivating to my husband; but that could not last
forever.

“During her illness, my family cares and nursing
her in addition, were too much for me, and William
told me to get some help. An emigration was ex-
pected in that very evening, and I went to the tith-
ing yard to secure a girl. I found a young English
girl about sixteen years old, as fresh and pretty asa
picture, and strong and willing to work. She was
a very good Saint too; and, as I soon discovered,
was not in the least averse to living ber religion, and
securing future exaltation by plurality.

“ English Mollie, as the children named her, had
been in the house only a few days, when William
remarked what a bright, pretty girl she was, and so
smart for her age. This remark set me thinking
that perhaps the way was opened for that revenge I
was so longing for, and before long I had my plan
all perfected. Women who have never been placed
in a similar position will probably say that I was a
very wicked, designing wretch. Well, if I was, it
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was polygamy that made me so, and I fearlessly as-
sert that the system is responsible for the ruin of
more women than can ever be estimated, or even
imagined.

“My plan was, that English Mollie should be my
husband’s third wife, and I felt sure there would be
no difficulty in accomplishing it. William had very
soon forgotten his promises to me, and I imagined
that he would not be any more faithful to Louise.
My first step was to insist upon a separate home for
her. I pleaded my inability to care for such a large
family any longer, and I was so determined that I
soon carried this point, and a few weeks found Louise
in another home, a little cottage not far from us.
English Mollie went with her to assist in getting
settled, but came back to me in the course of a few
days.

“In a very short time the trouble began, as I had
foreseen that it would. William would come to my
house complaining that he could not get a meal fit to
eat, that the house was always untidy, the baby cry-
ing continually, and things generally in a muddle.
He wanted Mollie to go back again, when I told him
plainly that there was only one condition upon which
I would permit her to return, that she should be
sealed to him first. He seemed a little surprised at
the proposal, but did not object. After a man has
taken the first plural wife, he can take twenty with-
out any compunctions of conscience. But he was
afraid that Louise would never consent, and perhaps
Mollie would not be willing. I answered him that
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it was not necessary to inform Louise about it, that
she would get over it as I had; and as for Mollie, I
would undertake to get her consent. I told him that
as Louise was such a poor manager, it was absolutely
"necessary to have some one to keep things in order,
and Mollie had grown very competent even in the
short time she had been under my tuition.

“ When I found him quite willing to be sealed to
Mollie, I consented for her to go there again, in order
to straighten up matters, but I extorted a solemn
promise from him not to inform Louise of his matri-
monial intentions for the present. Mollie also was
pledged to secrecy,—it had taken just ten minutes for
me to convince her that it was her duty to enter po-
lygamy,—and we arranged that the marriage should
not take place for a few months, or until Mollie
should have time to get ready some wedding gar-
ments, which I had promised to assist her in making.

“Mollie had been at the cottage about two weeks
when she came to my house one evening, saying that
Louise had sent her away, ordering her never to re-
turn again. It seems that William and she had been
indulging in a little surreptitious love-making, and
Louise had discovered them. She was very indig-
nant, and in a day or two came down to me, almost
boiling over with rage at ‘Mollie’s brazen conduct,’
as she expressed it. I apparently agreed with her,
in order to throw her off her guard, and said that
Mollie was only to remain in my house until
she could find another home. I also said that she
had another home in view, but I did not say where
that home was.
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“On account of the circumstances, we hastened the
preparations, and in about two weeks we had every-
thing ready. I went with them to the Endowment
House, and then invited them home with me to re-
main two or three days until he could furnish her
rooms at the cottage. I told William that he had
better place her in charge -at once, and Louise would
come to her senses after awhile, as I had.

“After returning from the Endowment House, I
sent word to Louise to come and take supper with
me, as I had company I would like her to meet.
She declined because the baby was so cross, but
would come later in the evening. When she came
in, we were all seated in the parlor, and I shall never
forget the satisfaction, I may say exultation, I felt
as I said: ‘Louise, allow me to present brother B.
and his third wife. They were married to-day, and
will come and live with you next week.”

“She turned scarlet, then pale as death, and I
thought she was going to faint. But instead, she
broke into a terrible passion of rage, which frightened
all the rest, and brought in some of the neighbors to
see what was the matter. But I was not frightened,
and I went up to her and said, ‘Louise, you must
not indulge in so much temper, you must control
yourself; don’t you know it will only make brother
B. love Mollie all the better?” At these words she
burst into tears and said: ‘I can see it all now; this
* is your work, and you have done it for revenge !’

“¢You are not far out of the way,” was my reply,
and now you will have an opportunity of knowing
what you made me suffer when you stole my hus-
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band’s heart. You will also know what it is to be
an unloved and neglected wife She left my house
cursing me, and calling down on my head the ven-
geance of Heaven for having been the instrument of
so much deception being practiced on her.

“To tell of the dreadful life they led afterward, and
how Mollie succeeded in obtaining the mastery over
him, so that Louise was completely ignored, the suf-
ferings of the latter, who had really loved William,
and her sorrowful death some years later, would
more than fill a large volume. He was a just man,
so far as providing for his families in accordance
with his means, so she did not want for temporal
comforts; but she literally died of a broken heart,
when she found it impossible to win him back. It
did not matter to me how devoted he was to Mollie,
so long as he provided for my children, for my love
for him was buried too deep ever to be resurrected on
earth.

“ Women of America, honored, loved, and loving
wives, see what the awful system of polygamy has
done for me ! I was a religious enthusiast. I was
a devoted wife, would almost have sacrificed my own
hopes of heaven to add to my husband’s happiness.
I was accounted an amiable woman, and would not
have wronged the meanest or lowest of my sex. But
polygamy has not only robbed me of my earthly
happiness, it has also deprived me of all future
hope, for I have no faith in any religion whatever.
It made me the meanest kind of a deceiver in carry-
ing out a plan of revenge, and caused me to glory
in the sufferings of another woman. It made me so
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unwomanly as to pick out another wife for my hus-
band, when I felt in my own soul that polygamy
was no more ordered by God than it was in accord-
ance with the laws of man, and I did it simply to
make another woman unhappy. It has made me
lose all love for the husband of my youth, and the
father of my children, and left me a cold, calculating,
heartless woman, only enduring his presence for the
sake of the material comforts provided for me. It
has taken from me all that I held dear in this world,
and left me no hope for the world to come. -

“ Women of America, can you hesitate when your
assistance is implored for the overthrow of this vile
system which renders women a shame and a disgrace
to their sex ?”

We omit the latter portion of this woman’s story,
relating how she became an apostate, because it is al-
most identical with those of other women who have
broken the chains of Mormonism. They all have
about the same experience to undergo,—slander, perse-
cution, and social ostracism from the Mormons. The
only difference between the present and the past is,
that now they have not quite so much difficulty in
obtaining employment, as there are more Gentiles in
the Territory, and consequently, less absolute de-
pendence on those who dare not disobey counsel in
their treatment of the unfortunates who have laid
themselves under the ban of the priesthood. Still,
she is & brave woman who even to-day severs her
connection with Mormonism, unless she has means to
leave Utah immediately, and place herself beyond
the reach of all Mormon influences.
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X Viclim of Prous Wands,

Married to a Missionary.—The Awakening.—Tempted to Murder
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next narrative is one of a second wife,

1 is designed to show the deception that is

icticed upon innocent and unsuspecting

ang girls in order to lure them into plu-

- marriage. And we have no hesitancy

w saying that the same arts are employed

at the present time for the same purpose, with per-

haps this exception, polygamy is not so strenuously

denied by the missionaries abroad as it was in former

years. - They will, however, represent themselves as

single men, and marry young girls under circum-

stances precisely similar, to those narrated in the
following case : —

“I have been requested by some of the ladies of
the Anti- Polygamy Society to tell how I became a
polygamous wife, and why I continued living in
that unlawful relation, when I did not believe in the
institution as a divine ordinance, and hated the sys-
.tem with my whole soul. My story is not an un-
common one, and can easily find many a parallel in

the history of Mormonism.
(90)
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“I was born in England, and belonged to a re-
spectable family of the middle class. My father was
a successful tradesman, and to me, an only child, the
best educational advantages were afforded. In fact,
I received what is termed in that country a finished
education. When I was about sixteen years old,
my parents became converts to Mormonism. I had
always been religiously inclined, and the Mormon
doctrines, as there preached, seemed to me so simple,
beautiful, and good, that it was not long before I be-
came an enthusiastic votary of the new religion. I
had heard that the Saints in America practiced po-
lygamy, but I did not trouble myself much aboutit,
as I did not anticipate leaving my own country.
Besides, the missionaries always denied it, and said
the report was only a wicked invention of their en-
emies to injure the reputation of the Saints in the
outside world. Subsequently, when I was sought
in marriage by a missionary, my parents inquired
into the matter very particularly, but were positively
assured by him that no such thing as polygamy ex-
isted. We were married, and lived happily for two
years, when he was recalled to Utah, and I, of
course, accompanied him to the promised land. I
left my childhood’s home, and bade farewell to my
parents with many tears and regrets, yet with
many bright hopes and anticipations for a happy
future in Zion. They were on the declining side of
life, and could not bear to sever themselves from all
old ties and associations, but they gave up me, their
dearest treasure, and bade me ‘God speed’ with
their last blessing.
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“The shock I received may be imagined when upon
arriving in Salt Lake City, my husband brought
me home to a house, where another woman was in-
stalled as mistress, his first wife, who was the mother
of several children. They told me afterward that
for several days I raved like a mad woman, then
came a long period of unconsciousness. When I re-
covered from the attack of brain fever, and realized
Bow shamefully I had been duped, I became a
changed creature. Although my husband was al-
ways kind and tender, and provided well for my
temporal wants, and his first wife was not especially
disagreeable, I could not forget the miserable de-
ception he had practiced upon me, and the very
name of religion became hateful and obnoxious.

“ After my health became somewhat restored, I be-
sought my husband to permit me to return to En-
gland, where, in the love and sympathy of my parents,
I might find some consolation for the terrible suffer-
ings I had endured in my brief absence from them.
For some time he objected, but at last he told me
that I might go, since I was so unhappy; but I must
leave my babes with him, one scarcely sixteen
months old, the other, not nearly so many weeks. I
pleaded,oh so earnestly, against this cruel stipulation,
but he was inexorable. I could not abandon my
children, so for their sakes, I remained and bore my
sufferings with all the fortitude I could summon to
my aid. ‘

“Will any mother believe me, when I say that
often I was tempted to give the little innocents some-
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thing that would make them sleep their last long
slumber, thus purchasing freedom from a life at
which my nature reyvolted, and which my conscience
told me was as sinful as it was degrading to my
womanhood? But it is true, and I marvel now that
I resisted the temptation as well as I did. Upon
learning the true state of affairs, my father made
preparations to come to Utah after me, but he died
suddenly before his intentions could be fulfilled, and
my broken-hearted mother was not long in follow-
ing him to the grave. If I had only known how
short a time they were to live, I should have
spared them the knowledge of the bitter truth.
“From that time until his death, my husband
was kind and affectionate to me, and considerate
enough of my feelings never to mention the word
religion in private in connection with polygamy. In
his public talks, for he was a member of the priest-
hood, he used sometimes to exhort the people to live
up to their religious privileges. We lived on
quietly for “years, no one suspecting or knowing of
my disaffection, but ome trusted friend, who
would not betray me for her own life. In those
days, it was a terrible crime for a woman to disbe-
lieve any portion of the Mormon creed, especially plu-
rality, and if known she was subjected to all manner
of persccution. My husband loved me well enough
to shield me from the consequences which must in-
evitably ensue, should my true feclings become
known to those in authority. Though he deceived
me so outrageously, yet he would not betray me; and
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I must do him the justice to say, that apart from
his delusion, he was one of the best and truest-
hearted men that ever lived.

« After he died I gradually withdrew myself and
family from all Mormon influences, devoting myself
entirely to my children, whom I taught secretly to
abhor the very name of Mormonism. I was in very
comfortable circumstances, because what my dear
parerts left had come to me, consequently I did not
need to labor for a support. But I was obliged for
years to use the utmost caution in teaching what
was contrary to Mormon doctrine, and I tremble
now, when I look back and think of my temerity in
doing as I did. The same course has caused more
than one woman, and her children also, to be blood-
atoned. But I succceded in rearing my children as
I desired in that particular. If I had not, I
would a thousand times rather have laid them in
their graves.

“ As for me, I am sometimes at a loss how to de-
fine myself. Often I think I am more demon than
human. I have two lovely and interesting daugh-
ters, both honored wives and mothers, (the rest of
my children, thank God, died in babyhood, and in
heaven, if there is one, there will be no slurs cast
upon their birth), and, although I was so heartlessly
beguiled into the system, sometimes I can scarcely
help regarding them as children of shame. Before
I came to Utah, I was a trustful, true-hearted
girl, and in religious fervor almost a devotee. Now,
I am but a poor, miserable apology for a woman. I
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have no belief in anything; no confidence in human-
ity, no faith in religion, no hope in God! I am sim-
ply a wreck, like thousands of other women, whose
lives have been blasted under this cruel system.

“This, ladies, is my story. Take it, if you will
and tell the women of America what polygamy has
done for

‘ONE WoMAN.’”
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LYRE now present another story of a second
wife, which illustrates still another phase
), of the ““divine ordinance,” and shows the

a;' )%%) . . . .
&Y Yotogs Motives that sometimes induce first wives
w_gé_ to give other women to their husbands.
/(f\ This young girl was very sweet and

amiable naturally, and the woman who
treated her so harshly was never considered as
either cruel or vindictive, until polygamy developed,
or perhaps engendered, these evil qualities. Thereis
a great deal of truth in the remark once made
by an old Mormon, “My wife was a perfect angel
until I took a second, and then she became a perfect
demon.”

“The majority of people have the idea that in
polygamy the grievances are all on the side of
the first wife, and that the other women spend
the most of their time in planning how to annoy
her and make her miserable. Let me relate my

(96)
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story, and people will see that the plural wives also
have their sorrows, and are deserving of commisera-
“tion and sympathy too. It will also be seen that
the first wives are not always so averse to their
husbands’ going into polygamy as outsiders often
think. In my own experience, I have known more
than one first wife to choose a second wife for
her husband.

“T came to Utah a number of years ago, when I
was about eighteen years of age. There were quite
a number of Saints going from our town, and my
parents allowed me to go with a neighbor’s family,
because I was in rather delicate health, and one
of the elders told my mother that the climate of
Zion would soon restore me to perfect strength.
The rest of the family and my parents were to
follow in the course of a ycar or two, and in the
‘meantime I was to be partially in charge of the
elder and his wife, who promised to find me a good
situation. I was an excellent needle-woman, having
lived for years in a nobleman’s family as nurse-
maid, and latterly as scamstress; but my failing
health had obliged me to leave my place and return
home. :

“After we had started on the journey, I found
that the fact of the elder’s having a wife did not
prevent him from offering me what I thought were
decided insults, and, what astonished me still more,
his wife did not resent his attentions to me. I knew
very well that the Saints in Utah practiced polyg-
amy, but I never had any thought of entering it, for
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I had a sweetheart in England who was to emigrate
later on with my own family.

“Soon after arriving in Salt Lake City 1 was
taken down with intermittent or mountain fever,
and was very ill for many weeks. The elder and
his wife were very kind to me, and nursed me as if
I had been a sister. But as soon as I was able to be
around a little, they both commenced to talk
polygamy to me, told me it was my duty to
enter it, not only to rcpay them for their kindness,
but also as the means of saving my soul. I ob-
jected very strongly, told them I could not marry at
all, because they knew very well that I was engaged
before I left England, and I had no idea of giving
up my own lover for another woman’s husband.
But the more I objected, the more they urged me,’
and at last, being weak from recent illness, and being
entirely penniless and a stranger, without a friend
in the place, (my ncighbor’s family from England
having gone to one of the settlements), I consented.
What made me yield was the threat that if I,
persisted in refusing, I should be turned out of
doors, and the Saints all told that I was a bad
character. As I said before, I was very weak and
nervous, not at all able to shift for myself, and
under these circumstances consent was wrung from
me. They both promised that I should always
be well cared for, and be treated in the family as an
equal in every respect.

“If I had not consented, I presume that I should
have been turned out of doors, perhaps in the night,
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for such things used to be of frequent occurrence in
early days. After I had become a plural wife, I
learned of one instance where a young girl refused
to become the fourth wife of a certain bishop, and
she was sent away from the house at midnight. Of
course the neighbors missed her, and.inquiries were
made, but no one seemed to know what had become
of her. A few days afterward it was rumored that
her body had been found in the Jordan river, and
in relation to that fact, a good Mormon remarked in
our own house, that ‘Dead people tell no tales.’

“But to return to my own story. Before many
months had passed I found out that she, at least,
never had any intention of keeping the promise
that I should be well treated, and that she urged
him to marry me simply because she wanted a -
servant. I believe that he would have been kind to
me, if he had not been so completely under her
influence. He was naturally a peaceful man, and
did as she desired him in order to avoid having
trouble with her. .

“I had been married to hin but three months,
when a younger sister of his told me that Polly sup-
posed the president (Brigham Young) would make
him go into polygamy some day, and she wanted
him to marry me because I would make a good
‘nigger,’ for she meant the second wife to be nothing
but a ‘nigger’ who would know her place, and keep
it, too.  She told me, also, that it was arranged
between them before they left England that he
should marry me when we rcached the valley,

3406238
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and that I should be entirely under her control
and direction. She was willing he should be ex-
alted in heaven; but she was also determined to be
recompensed for it on earth.

“For three years she did with me just as she
pleased. I was as much of a slave as any negro who
ever lived. I could not begin to tell the privations
I endured. Sometimes I was without food, except a
little dry bread, for two or -three days together,
often without fire in the winter, and in addition, I
had scorn and insults to bear from the first wife.
She would often call me by names that decency will
not let me repeat, and if the husband attempted
to take my part, she would turn on him too.
He sometimes promised to leave her entirely and
take me away, but he never could shake off her
influence long enough to think or act for himself.

«I did all the household work for the family, and
when there was nothing else to be done in the house,
washing and ironing and fine-sewing were taken in,
which I did, and she put the pay in her pocket. I
had no friends in whom I could confide, because she
always took good care that I should not leave
the house except in her company, so I never had the
chance of making any acquaintances of my own.

“T threatened to leave the house once, and she
told me that I would be glad enough to come
back again, for she had informed every one that I
was only an outcast whom they had picked up
in the streets of Liverpool, and were trying to
reform. I presume she would never have gained
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so complete a mastery over me, if my intelleet had
not been seriously weakened by the fever. I never
should have gone into polygamy if I had been
entirely in my right mind.

“The young man to whom I was promised,
had been my sweetheart from the time we were
village children together, and we were very much
attached to each other. If 1 had been perfectly
myself, I know I could not .have been false to
him. When he heard what I had done, he went to
Australia instead of coming to America, and I
never heard anything more from him.

“My first child was born dead. I was in labor two
days, and had no assistance whatever until a kind
neighbor who learned my situation, came and did
what she could for me. My husband’s first wife said
she was glad the little was dead, for if T had a
child to take care of, I should not be fit for anything
else. She said, also, what I myself believe now, that
there was no place for polygamous children in this
world; but for all that, I shed many tears over the
little girl whose face I had only looked on for a mo-
ment before she was taken away from me forever.

“For shame’s sake, they gave me pretty good
care for a week or two, because the ncighbors were
beginning to talk about the way I was treated.
After that, things went on in the same old way
again. Three weeks after my illness, I was doing
all the work, besides some extra washing. T can-
not express the suffering of both mind and body
I endured all through that winter. I believe I
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should have taken my own life if I had not been
sustained by the thought that my parents would
soon be here to rescue and protect me.

“But when spring came, instead of having my
anticipations realized, I was doomed to disappoint-
ment. My father, who was a carpenter by trade,
had been seriously injured by falling from a scaffold-
ing, and of course the family could not emigrate
until he should recover. This news almost drove
me wild, and in desperation I left the house
secretly, and made my way to the residence of a
Mrs. W, a Gentile lady whom I knew by name,
and who, I had heard a neighbor say, was in need of
a nurse and seamstress. I had nothing with me
but one change of clothing.

“She happened to be at home, and in my despair
I told her the whole story of my wrongs, and begged
' permission to remain at once. She said I could stay
for the present, and if she found my story true, she
would befriend me. I do not know what inquiries
she made, but she kept me on from day to day, and
week to week, and seemed well satisfied with me. I
never left the house, for fear of being discovered,
and I had asked my fellow-servants not to mention
the circumstances under which I had come there.
I have reason, however, to think that one girl,
a good Mormon, betrayed me; for when I had
been in the house about three months, I was
called down stairs one evening, and there in the
kitchen was my husband talking to my mistress.

“You may imagine how I felt; but he spoke
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very kindly, promised faithfully that I should be
well treated if I would return home with him, and
said that if the first wife did not do right by me,
he would complain to the president.
“I did not want to go back, because I thought
I could save enough from my wages to keep me
comfortable until I could work again, and my kind
mistress told him that as long as I wished to remain
under her roof, she would retain and protect me.
“He appeared very sorry; said it was Polly who
had tracked me; that she would make a dreadful
row, and perhaps it would be better for all of us if I
would go home quietly.  But I refused, and he left
the house, and I heard nothing more for a few days,
when my mistress told me with tears in her eyes
that I must go home, as her husband had been
warned by the church authorities that it would
be the worse for him if he kept me in the house.
“There was not much chance of getting justice
in those days, even in a Gentile court, and he did
not care to involve himself in difficulties for a per-
fect stranger, and a polygamous wife at that,
although he felt very sorry for my situation. Peo-
ple may think that this is exaggeration; but
thousands in Salt Lake City can bear witness to
the fact that there was a time when the Gentiles
could not protect Mormon women, except at the
risk of their own lives. '
“I went back with my husband that same
evening. I suppose some people will say I was very
foolish to do it. But I was without a friend in the
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city, turned out of the only place of shelter, and ex-
pecting to be a mother again. I might, perhaps,
have gone to the Jordan and drowned myself, or
lain down in the strects and died; but that would
have been poor consolation for my parents on their
arrival, and in all my suffering I had thoughts
of them.

“ My husband was out of town on business when
my second child was born. The same neighbor who
had been with me in my first trial, kindly assisted
me, and made me and my baby boy comfortable
before. she left us. 1t had been arranged before my
husband left that an cxperienced midwife should
attend me; but as he was absent, his first wife
refused to allow her to be sent for, saying I could
get along very well without such a fuss being made
over me; it was «ll nonsense treating polygamous
women as if they were first wives.

“And to their shame be it said, many of the first
wives look upon the plural women as if they were
more like animals than human kind, and think that
they and their children nced not be better housed
nor fed than the horse in the stable or the ox in the
yard. I suppose it is only natural for a first wife
to be jealous of the second, and look upon her as a
usurper of her rights; but if she professes to believe
that polygamy is a divine institution, she ought cer-
tainly to allow the sccond wife to have her rights
also. .

¢ Those who preach polygamy always say that
the wives are all equal in the sight of both God and
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man; but in many cases, plural wives are treated as
if they were on a level with those women in the
outside world who lead lives of shame. I do not
wonder that Gentiles sometimes consider the polyg-
amous women as no better than sinful ereatures; for
in many instances the first wives have set them the
example. .

“ After my neighbor had rendered us comfortable,
she was prevented from coming again for about
twenty-four hours, and during that time- the first
wife never came ncar me. I was left those twenty-
four hours entirvely alone, without so much as a
drop of water to moisten my lips. My poor baby
wailed all through that long night. I was unable
to rise and get him anything to satisfy his hunger,
and nature had mot yet provided anything for
Lim.

“We were both so nearly dead when my friend
eame again, that the first wifc was really frightened,
and did all she could for our restoration. Sister A.
told her that if we died, she would proclaim her as a
murderess before the whole city. If this part of
my story is doubted, I can mention mowe than one
responsible person in the city who can substantiate
my statements on oath.

“When my husband rcturned, he was very in-
dignant at the way I had been treated, and assured
me that anything like it should never happen again.
But I knew better, and made up my mind quietly,
without saying a word to any one, that as soon as I
was able I would come out of polygamy if it should
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cost me my life. Rather than live any longer to be
treated worse than a dog, I would die like a dog
in the streets, if I could do no better.

“After awhile I confided my intention to sister
A., with whom I had become quite friendly, and
she promised to aid me all in her power.  'When my
baby was six wecks old, I left home and went to
sister A.’s house, simply leaving a few lines for my
husband, telling him that I had left the family for-
ever, and would kill myself and child rather than
return. He came directly after me, but my mind -
was firmly made up, and was not to be changed.

“Sister A. talked very plainly to him; said their
treatment of me had become town talk, and even if
he had not been cruel to me himself, he had not
controlled his first wife as he should. She ended by
telling him that a man who could not govern
one wife had no business to be a polygamist, for the
true doctrine was that a husband should keep all
his wives in subjection.

“Through the influence of sister A., who was
universally loved for her kindness of heart, I ob-
tained some sewing to do in the house; and my
old mistress, Mrs. W., was also very kind to
me, although she did not dare employ me in her
family. She gave me work at home, however, and
paid me so liberally that I was able to pay sister A.
for my board, and was saving a little besides for a
rainy day. My baby was growing to be a fine,
healthy fellow, and I was beginning to feel almost
like a young girl again, when sister A.’s husband
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told me one evening,—she had not the heart to tell
me herself,—that I must find another home, for his
reputation as a Saint was becoming very much
compromised by harboring an apostate.

“I replied I was not an apostate. I had not
abandoned Mormonism, nor had I any intention
of so doing. I had enly left a house where I
had been ill-treated,—yes, shamefully abused,—and
without any cause whatever.

“He said he felt very sorry for me; that as far as
he could see I had behaved like a good woman since
I had been in their house, but there were many ugly
stories afloat about me, and for the sake of his own
family he felt obliged to tell me that I must look for
another home.

“And then it transpired that the first wife had been
circulating some outrageous stories about me,—that
I was not a good woman, had a very passionate
temper, was almost everything wicked, and worse
than all, I was a vile apostate, and ought to suffer
the most severe punishment for my sins. I had
been kept so much in the background that people
knew but very little about me; and as an evil word
flies quicker than a good one, there were many peo-
ple who were ready to believe all she said, and
consequently I found myself in a pretty bad
situation.

“But I determined not to lose courage, for I was
expecting my parents in a very short time, and
although I should be obliged to leave sister A.’s
house, yet she promised to still befriend me. She



108 WOMEN OF MORMONISM

procured me a lodging with a friend of hers in
another part of the city,—a woman whose husband
was absent somewhere in the scttlement with an-
other wife.

“An emigration had just come in, and we three
agreed to say that I was one of the neev-comers, so
as to put the first wife off the track. In my girl-
hood I should have thought it very wrong to
tell what now seemed a justifiable falsechood, but I
had found since I came to Utah that the Saints
did not stop at telling what was not true when
there seemed to be good occasion for it. They fals-
ified whenever it pleased them to do so. I never
was so horrified in all my life as when I heard
President Young say on the stand that nowhere
could be found greater or smoother liars than
among the Mormon people. That was really the
first thing that shook my faith in the principles of
Mormonism.

¢ Another circumstance occurred about that time
which weakened my faith still more, and which
probably had great effect in causing my final apos-
tasy. There lived a short distance. from us a high
Mormon who had only one wife, and who had, at
her entreaties, managed to keep out of polygamy,
although he was reputed quite wealthy. But all at
once the wife imagined that he was paying altogether
too much attention to her servant-girl, whomi she
discharged immediately.

“Shortly after, the husband became very anxious
about the health of his wife, she being near her’
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confinement, and he suggested that she should take
her other child and stay with her mother until
her trial was over. Not suspecting any treachery,
she acceded to his desires and left him at home,
as he said that he could shift for himself very
well for a few weeks. Her mother lived in an
extreme part of the city, but he seemed very atten-
tive, coming to see her almost every day.

“ When her child was about a week old, a talk-
ative neighbor revealed the fact that her husband
had been sealed to the girl she had discharged some
two or three weeks previous. The wife would
not believe it, and was very indignant, but the old
lady insisted it was true, and added rather taunt-
ingly, ¢ When you go home you will see that she is
already mistress in the house.’

¢« Almost maddened with grief and excitement, the
poor woman rose from her bed and went home,
where she found it to be just as the old lady had
said. The girl told her insultingly that she was
a servant no longer, but as much of a lady as
she was now. The injured wife fell fainting at the
feet of her treacherous husband, was taken to bed,
never regained consciousness, and in two days was
carried to her grave, the victim of a husband’s perfidy.

“Though I personally had no reason to feel any
sympathy for first wives, yet this occurrence set me
thinking that a system which was productive of so
much sorrow and evil as even my own limited experi-
ence had secn, could not have been ordered by God.

“When once I began to have doubts regarding
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the divine origin of polygamy, it was not long until I
disbelieved other portions of the Mormon creed, and
when my parents arrived, about two months after I
had left sister A.,they were both grieved and shocked
to find that I was on the high road to apostasy.

“Even after I had rclated all my wrongs and
sorrows, as well as what I had scen others suffer,
they said: ¢ Never mind, daughter; though you had
the misfortune to fall in with those who were wolves
among the sheep, yet you must not let that shake your
faith in holy revelation and the Latter-day prophets.’

“T did not say much, because I had been brought
up to be respectful, and to pay much deference
to my elders; but I hoped and felt sure that their
eyes would be opened before they had been in Zion
twelve months.

“I was not mistaken; and although we had
a very hard time to get along for awhile, yet by
keeping quiet, and not giving any publicity to
our real sentiments, we escaped much trouble that
might have fallen to our lot. After the Gentiles
began to come in, we had no trouble in getting
plenty of work, and we soon had a comfortable
home again.

“I am married now, and have a husband of my
own,—one whose kindness has atoned for some
of those dark days of my past life,—but I can never
repress a shudder when I think of what I endured
in polygamy, and it is hard for me not to wish that
the woman who was the cause of it all may yet
receive the punishment which she so richly deserves.”
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