




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IN THE STATES, 289

‘““What did he mean? Isee—steckngit. That's
like him. Well I wish he would come, we’d make
him welcome. You never knew, mother, of the
adventure Reube had while going home the night
I saw the men hidden in the shrubbery. He
didn’t tell me until after we came here.”

Mrs. Verner looked inquiringly at Reuben.

“It was nothing. A couple of fellows came up
to me and threatened to spoil my good looks, but
as I had none to spare we had a slight skirmish.
I left one of them in a gutter. The “other ran
away. For some reason Salt Lake City seemed
to owe me a grudge. I hardly know why. 1
didn’t meddle much with their pet institutions.
Probably I shall not trouble them again for some
time. Do you hear anything of Elsie?”

‘‘T've seen her often; but I fancy she does not
look quite so happy and careless asshe used to;
perhaps it is only fancy though.”

“If any one can be happy as a plural wife, she
can,” remarked Julia, ‘‘for she never in her life took
anything to heart until she took Harry Baxter;
and he was so entirely perfect in her eyes that
she could not understand why we were not all in
love with him, from mother down to the cat. I
doubt if she will ever see any blemishes.”

““T hope she never may. Ishould dislike to see
careworn lines in place of the sunny dimples that
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were always so pleasing to look at. Itdon’t seem
possible that any man can ill-treat her, especially
handsome, courteous Harry Baxter.”

“J wish they might come here to live,” said Ida
warmly.

““Ah, Ida, if they did, what of poor Elsie? She
would have to give up her husband to his legal
wife, Sister Lydia,” Mrs. Verner replied.

““Yes, I think of those things when we talk of
abolishing polygamy. Let Congress take what
action it will, there can be no immediate doing
away with plural marriage. Further marriages
may be prohibited, but what has been done cannot
be undone. Polygamy must die a slow and linger-
ing death or its end will be more dreadful than its
beginning,” said Reuben, ‘“Utah would be a land
of widows and orphans.”

“But,” said Julia, ‘‘ think how many first wives
would rejoice if at one blow the system could
be broken up and they be restored to their
legitimate position.”

Mrs. Verner shook her head slowly and sadly.
‘Nothing could restore to them the alienated and
divided affection of their husbands or bring back
the lost confidence and sympathy of their early
marriage ; besides, woman will bear much and suf-
fer much before she will parade her sorrow before
the world or turn against the father of her chil-
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dren. There is no denying that polygamy has
been, and is, a great and abiding evil, but it is a
curse that will not end with its prohibition. The
crushed and broken-spirited women of Utah can-
not be restored to freedom and happiness in this
life by any act of Congress—at least those who
are now living in polygamy; but let there be
laws which shall effectually prevent plural mar-
riages in the future. Let no man sit in Congress,
or be allowed to hold office in the land, who is a
polygamist. Take away all chance of honorable
promotion or advancement in life from that class,
and it will grow less. Man is ambitious. Let
polygamy be a death blow to his ambition, and
he will not embrace it. It will be a great relief to
the mothers in Zion when they can feel that their
daughters are not doomed to the same inheritance,
and will never become plural wives.

“I can remember a period in my own ex-
perience,” and Mrs. Verner’s voice faltered
slightly, ‘“when I almost prayed God that my
child, my little girl, might die in her innocent
babyhood rather than live to share the fate com-
mon to Mormon women. I have been in the
confidence of a large number of my unhappy sis-
ters in Salt Lake, and their recitals vary only as
do their nature and circumstances. It is always
a history of sorrow and unrevealed bitterness of
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heart. Few,indeed, have I known to be contented
and happy in a polygamic household. It is only
before the Gentsles that Mormon women wear their
masks and extol the beauty of our institutions.”

“I have wondered at that sometimes,” said
Reuben.

It is natural we should do so. We have been
taught to shun and fear the Gentiles, and the
feeling has been fostered and nurtured in our
bosoms. Remember the inhuman and unjust per-
secutions to which we were subjected in early
days. Driven from our homes, seeing our friends
shot down in cold blood and our homes become
the prey of the spoiler in Missouri, while we were
forced to flee, destitute and beggared, to the shelter
of another State, having no chance or hope for
redress for our grievances; then, when once more
settled and prosperous, to have our honored
prophet taken from us and foully murdered, while
‘he was unarmed and defenceless. Is it any won-
der we have hated the Gentiles and clung ten-
aciously to our principles and institutions?”
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CHAPTER XXIX.

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE FROM DIFFERENT STANDPOINTS.

But what of Elsie during this period of time ?
The months passed by, bringing no great change
in her outward life, but in Elsie’s mind and heart
an unseen influence had been at work effecting a
wonderful transformation. The childish innocent
trust, the careless light-heartedness of her ignor-
ant girlhood was gone, and in its place had come
a graver, soberer type of womanhood. She
learned many things which opened her eyes to the
true inwardness of Mormonism. She began to
feel afraid to question her husband upon any sub-
ject, there was so much apparently that she must
not know. He was full of business. He came
and went, he bought and sold; but Elsie was as
ignorant as any outsider of all the details of his
transactions. Men came to the house to see him,
and he was closeted with those whom Elsie
would scorn to recognize upon the street. Yes,
her husband was becoming more and more of a
mystery to her; yet he was ever kindly affec-
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tionate, and apparently as fond of this last wife
as upon his marriage day.

Elsie had seen him frequently in the company
of the other wives—she had met Mrs. Agnes and
Nellie Baxter now—and she was forced to confess
to herself that she could detect no visible prefer-
ence for either on such occasions. He was ever
the same courteous, polished gentleman, ready
with his pleasant smile of greeting; always atten-
tive to the slightest wish of each; his attentions
and favors so evenly distributed, there could. be
no cause for jealousy or rivalry among them.,
Truly, for a polygamist, he was a remarkable
man.

But at last, without warning, came a terrible
blow to Elsie’s happiness. ’

‘““Elsie,” said her husband, one evening after
they had gone to her apartments, ‘‘I am going to
Europe ! ”

“To Europe? Oh, Harry!"” The blue eyes
opened wide with alarm and her heart stood still
with fear.

‘“Yes, dear, Brother Brigham desires to send
me on a mission of trust to that country,and as
there is considerable business connected with it,
it will occupy me several months, I may be gone
a year or more. Do you think you will miss me,

Blossom ?”
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¢ Miss you!” she faltered. “Oh, Harry, can’t
you take me with you ?”’

‘““Would you like to go?” smiling into her
up-turned face and putting his arm about her.

‘Oh, very much indeed! You ws/ let me go,
will you not?”’ she pleaded, the pretty, childish
face eager and anxious.

“I don’t know as I can very well. I should
like to ; it would be a very pleasant and profitable
tour for you, as well as adding to my own
- pleasure, but I am afraid it isn’t practicable.”

‘““ Why not? Surely you do not mind the ex-
pense ?”’

““No, but Elsie,” seating her upon his knee
and looking at her soberly and earnestly, ‘I
want to take Emile back to her old home. There
is a chance that it may work wonders for her, and
restore her poor, shattered mind. You would not
wish to prevent that, or go instead of her?”

“No—o, of course not; but why can I not go
also? I can wait upon her and care for her.
Indeed, I think she will need me, Harry?”

‘¢ Are you willing to relinquish your claim upon
me, and travel with us as my sister or servant,
Elsie?” he asked, looking at her curiously.

“No indeed ; why should I?” she replied in sur-
prise.

“My dear, do you not know if we go to
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Europe you will see and associate with people
who are not Mormons, and they will look upon
your claim of being my wife as a doubtful one.”

‘““Harry, I don’t understand you,” faltered Elsie,
a dim comprehension of truth dawning upon her.

““Elsie, child, people out of Utah recognize
but one wife, all others living in such relation ap-
pear to them objects of scorn. They would look
upon your position as a shameful one, and I
should be condemned as a criminal, for bigamy is
a crime in the States, and made punishable by law.”

‘“Heaven help me! It is, then, as Julia said,”
exclaimed Elsie, covering her face with her hands,
a full sense of her position for the first time
occurring to her.

‘“ Among enlightened nations about us; it is
only in Utah that polygamy is practiced to any
great extent,” continued Baxter, ‘‘and unfortu-
nately for our project it isn’t practicable at this
time to carry it beyond the territories. But for
that I would be glad to take you with me. How-
ever, you can go if you wish to act upon my first
suggestion and call yourself a single woman, act-
ing in the capacity of companion to my wife.”

Elsie sadly shook her head, then putring her
arm about her husband’s neck, while the color
deepened in her cheeks, she whispered softly a
secret in his ear.
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“Ah, indeed,” he said, pressing her more
closely to him, while he looked fondly upon her,
*‘that renders it wholly impracticable, I fear.”

‘““And you will be gone! Ah, Harry, how can
T bear it!” sobbed Elsie, clinging to him and hid-
ing her face on his shoulder. ¢ Oh, it is cruel,
cruel to send you away from me!”

Harry Baxter’'s eyes grew humid while he
sought to soothe by loving words and tender
caresses the sobbing and stricken girl. His con-
science was ill at ease. By nature he was too
sensitive and humane to delight in polygamy.
Instinctively his soul revolted againstit. Led by
‘his blind infatuation and love for Emile, together
with the counsels of the church, he had taken the
first step, and now he found himself deeply im-
meshed in this web of the prophet’s weaving. A
husband of five wives, he could not condemn the
system, save in sacred communion with himself
The one great passion of his life had been for
‘Emile, and it was torture to look upon the wreck
she had become in his hands. What was -his
-secret remorse none but God knew. The world
saw but the pleasant and attractive exterior of an
apparently contented and happy man. Elsie
-could not become reconciled to this parting from
her husband. It grew more and more dreadful
‘to her as the hour for departure drew nigh. At
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his request, though with bitter emotions, she
helped to prepare Emile for the voyage. As
for Emile herself, she was wild with joy at the:
prospect. She played upon the harp and sang as
they had never heard her sing before, and ap-
peared more nearly sane for a longer period than
she had since the dreadful blight fell uponher. The:
day came at last, and through her falling tears.
Elsie saw her husband go out from her presence
with the beautiful and pale-faced Emile by his
side, eagerly impatient to go forward upon their
journey.

““Good-bye,” she whispered. ‘I am going
where I shall see them both, my mother and my
baby.”

The light had gone out from the young wife’s.
home, and in vain Sister Lydia reminded her that
a year would not be long, and that he would
" again return to them.

A sea of troubled thought and weary anxiety
overwhelmed her. Serious misgivings and grave
apprehensions beset her as to the future of her-
self and husband. She could not but think of
Emile. Would this voyage benefit her as Mr.
Baxter hoped? If it did—and Elsie’s heart sank
within her at the thought—would not he remain
away with her rather than bring her back to the
scene of her trouble? ¢ Will he ever come
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back ?”’ she asked herself again and again. And
if he does may not my fate be similar to Sister
Lydia’s?

Outside of the Territory he had told her she
would not be recognized as his wife. If he
remained away she could never assert her claim
as such. She could never go to see Reuben or
Julia. People of the States would look upon her
as an outcast. Such were the thoughts that dis-
tracted Elsie during the weeks following his
departure. Poor, innocent child. Her eyes were
being opened to a view of Mormonism from a
different standpoint.

. At last Sister Lydia received a letter. She
perused it, her pale face unmoved and unchanged,
then handed it quietly to Elsie.

She took it, and as she looked upon it, a shud-
der of horror thrilled her frame. It read:

LIVERPOOL, April 11, 18—,

DEAR LYDIA :—Overwhelmed by sorrow and remorse, I write to
say that poor Emile, tired of the life I wrecked and rendered valueless,
yesterday ended it by her own volition. She sprang overboard as we
were nearing the coast, and although all possible measures were
adopted for her rescue her body has not yet been found. May God -
forgive me for the ruin I have made. It is small consolation to reflect
that I have obeyed the law of the priesthood. d hd hd A
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CHAPTER XXX.

A LATTER DAY SAINT.

«Is she no better ?” anxiously inquired Mr. Bost-
wick, of his mother-in-law, upon the morning
chosen for the celebration of his third matrimonial
venture.

““No, she has been again unconscious, but now
her mind wanders and she talks of you and her
past life. In my opinion, your place is by her
side to-day, regardless of other engagements,” said
Mrs. Benson grimly.

“Yes, I know. The —it shall be postponed,”
he stammered. ‘I regret I ever made any such
arrangements, but I will not leave Abbie to-day.”
He passed up the stairs and entered a dimly-
lighted room, where his wife lay, pale and fragile
as a crushed and broken lily, her large eyes glow-
ing with an unnatural light, and her breath short
and labored.

¢“Charlie, Charlie,” she whispered, as he bent
over her, “fasten the windows close that she may
not come in—she’s thirsting for my life—my life.”
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‘¢ Abbie, darling, no one will hurt you,” said
the conscience stricken man, bending over her
and smoothing back the brown hair from the wide
blue-veined forehead. “Don’t you see I am here
by you?”’ The attendant withdrew, leaving them
alone. A moment Abbie remained quiet, then
commenced talking again to herself.

““I know now it wasn’tright. God never meant
we should be sowretched. Godisgood. He has
given him back to me, and we will be happy
again—my Charlie—and he will put flowers in my
hair and say, ‘My pretty Abbie,’ as he used to do
before she came. Some day we will go away—
where Julia is—Mother, why don’t Julia come?”
then, as if her thoughts went back to her girl-
hood, she murmured. ‘Juliaand Elsie—come—
we'll get some berries for supper. Charlie is
coming to-night—with Reuben.”

Her voice took on a tender intonation when
she spoke her husband’s name, and Charlie Bost-
wick’s voice faltered and his eyes filled with tears
as he sought to gain her recognition. Suddenly
she started, her face grew more sad and pained in
its expression, and she said plaintively, ‘“They’re
going to the theatre now. Ah, how fondly he
draws her arm in his—oh, he loves her! he loves
her! God pity me! My husband—mine—she’s no
right to come between us—"’ and panting and ex-



302 APPLES OF SODOM.

hausted, Abbie’s voice again fell to a whisper.

Thus she continued for some time, now mut-
tering of her childhood, of her sisters and her
brother, but ever returning to the one subject
which had broken her heart.

At last Bostwick could bear it no longer and
he rushed from the house. Gaining the yard he
strode back and forth nearly beside himself with
his pangs of conscience and remorse.

The physician came and entered the house,
while outside the repentant husband awaited him
in a torture of anxiety to learn his sentence. Com-
ing down the steps, Dr. Ludlow met the husband’s
mute inquiry in his haggard face.

“Yes, she is dying. This delirium will not
last long, but she is exhausted nearly, and as
soon as she becomes conscious she will sink
away.”

‘You think, then, she may become conscious ?”
said Bostwick eagerly.

“Probably. They often are just at the last, in
such cases.”

Hastily dispatching a note to his intended bride,
with the intelligence of Abbie’s condition and his
inability to keep his appointment with her, Char-
lie sought Mrs. Benson.

¢‘Is there any change?” he asked.

“No, only she is growing weaker.”
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How stern and self-controlled this woman was,
«even at this hour!

No one could envy Charlie Bostwick his feel-
ings that day, as he listened alternately to the
delirious mutterings of his dying wife and the
whispers of his own reproving conscience, for in
his secret soul the man did not believe in this
tenet of Mormonism; but he had yielded to the
forces brought to bear upon him, aided by his ad-
miration of the brilliant English girl and his selfish
desire to possess her, and trampled upon his con-
victions. But now he felt he was little less than
a murderer, and remorse was harrowing his mind
to the verge of endurance. What would he not
give to blot out the remembrance of the last year
and a half!

The news had gone out that Abbie Bostwick
was dying, and there were many going and com-
ing from the house. Bostwick longed to |escape
somewhere, away from the sight’and sound of
any one—away from the curious and pitying
glances of one, or the reproachful, upbraiding
gaze of another; but he dare not leave the house
for fear the change might come while he was
absent, and he musz speak with her once more.
He must obtain forgiveness for the crime he had
committed against her. How memories of the
past flooded before him! He saw Abbie bright
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and happy, her tinted cheeks and beaming eyes
a picture of health and sunshine; he heard her
joyous laugh ring out merrily as he used to hear
it in their early marriage, but as he had not heard
it since the fatal day which saw him with a plural
wife; he remembered how plasant was her fond
greeting each night when he came home from
his place of business; he saw the pretty, tidy
home, brightened and enlivened by her smiling,
sunny face and graceful, sprightly figure; and he
groaned as he acknowledged to himself this great
change had been brought about by his own
making. Before God he was her murderer. He
felt that as he remembered Reuben’s words.
But for him and his sin, Abbie might be well and
as light-hearted as ever. But now there she lay,
pale—crushed—dying. In place of the once
cheerful, pleasant home, he should see but a
grass-growing grave, marked by the inscription:
*“ Abbie Bostwick; aged twenty-two.” And this
was the penalty of his crime.

True, he had another home, but he could not
bear to think of that now. A fierce anger arose
in his heart against this other woman who had
lured him by her beauty, who had partaken of his
sin. Most bitterly he upbraided himself for up-
holding her in her course toward Abbie. Even the
remembrance of his child brought him no solace.
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“Oh, God, if I could undo it alll” he groaned.

At last came the expected change. The faint
spot of crimson that had dyed Abbie’s cheek in
her delirium faded away. Her pulse became faint
and her blood chill. Bostwick bent over her and
tried to arouse her.

‘‘Abbie, Abbie,” he repeated tenderly, ‘“don’t
you know me?”’

At last the brown eyes once more unclosed,
and she fixed them upon his face; but their look
was not of earth.

‘““Abbie, darling, forgive me for all I have
made you suffer,” he faltered.

She smiled faintly. Then, as a shadow crossed
her face, she whispered a “part of the plural mar-
riage service: “Husband and wife, for time and
all eternity.”

““Abbie, I don’t believe it! God knows I
don’t believe it! There is no true marriage but
the first. You alone are my wife.”

She smiled again as though his words gave her
satisfaction.

‘It has been all so strange and cruel here, but
"twill be—all—right—there.”

She uttered the last words with difficulty.

“Say you forgive me, Abbie, my wife,”’ he
pleaded, brokenly.

¢“I—I forgive.” She clutched his hand tightly,



306 APPLES OF SODOM.

and then: ¢Good-bye, mother—tell Julia—I'm
sure—she was right; but—God makes—all right
at last,” she gasped.

Again, after a pause, while her face took on a
look of celestial brightness, she murmured,
¢¢ Charlie—rest—peace;”’ and her hand relaxed its
hold.

It is over,” said Mrs. Benson, almost sternly.

How had this woman repressed the natural
emotions of her heart, even at this trying hour,
that she shed no tears? She closed the filmy
eyes and stood over her first born with no shadow
of weakness or emotion visible in her stern, cold
features. The stricken man at the bedside, who
had neglected and broken the heart that trusted
and depended upon him for happiness, bowed
low with his face buried from sight, while heavy,
smothered sobs shook his frame; but the mother
who had reared this form from its infancy stood
long, looking calmly and silently at the mute, pal-
1id features before her, then as she drew the sheet
over the face of the dead, she said quietly, while
the friends looked at her in awe:

‘“She has gone to her reward, for she lived her
religion. She shall reign exalted in the celestial
kingdom, for she was a real saint; yes, a real Lat-
ter Day saint.”
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You and I, reader, cannot follow Abbie farther
or penetrate the mysteries that lie beyond the
grave, but we doubt not the problem which so
marred and wrecked her life here has been solved,
and she has received her inheritance. As for
Charlie Bostwick, he still lives, and we leave him
to God and his conscience. And now years have
rolled away, and Abbie by the world is forgotten,
like the thousands of suffering women, before and
since, who have gone down into their graves
broken-hearted and crushed in spirit, after endur-
ing their living martyrdom with a heroism unsur-
passed by any age; and still the curse of polyg-
amy exists, a foul blot upon our fair land.

O, women of the States, will you not by your
voice and influence help to raise a tidal wave that
shall have power to sweep away this abomin-
ation?

Legislators at Washington, remember each year
adds to the victims tortured at the altar of this
infamous rite, which is a crime against the institu-
tions founded by our Puritan fathers!

Hoping this book may serve as a drop to over-
flow the bucket of popular prejudice against
polygamy, we close this story of a Latter-Day
Saint.

THE END.
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APPENDIX.

ARTICLES OF MORMON FAITH, AS PUBLISHED BY
JOSEPH SMITH IN 1842.

We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in
His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.

We believe that men will be punished for their
own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression.

We believe that through the atonement of
Christ all mankind may be saved by obedience to
the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

We believe that these ordinances are: First,
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repent-
ance ; third, Baptism by Immersion for the Remis-
sion of Sins ; fourth, Laying on of Hands for the
Gift of the Holy Ghost.

We believe that a man must be called of God
by prophecy and by laying on of hands by those
who are in authority to preach the Gospel and
administer in the ordinance thereof

We believe in the same organization that
existed in the primitive church, viz: apostles,
prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc.

We believe in the gifts of tongues, prophecy,
revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of
tongues, etc.



310 APPENDIX,

We believe the Bible to be the word of God as
far as it is translated correctly ; we also believe
the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.

We believe all that God has revealed, and that
He does now reveal, and we believe that He will
yet reveal many great and important things per-
taining to the Kingdom of God.

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and
in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that Zion
.will be built upon this continent ; that Christ will
reign personally upon earth, and that the earth
will be renewed and receive paradisaic glory. :

We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty
God according to the dictates of our conscience,
and allow all men the same privilege, let them
worship how, where, and what they may.

We believe in being subject to kings, presi-
dents, rulers, and magistrates; in obeying, hon-
oring and sustaining the law.

We believe in being honest, true, chaste,
benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to aXZ
men; indeed we may say that we follow the
admonition of Paul. ‘¢ We believe all things we
hope all things,” we have endured many things
and hope tobe able to “endureall things.” Ifthere
is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report, or
praiseworthy, we seek after these things.
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APPENDIX II.

A reveation on the patriarchal order of matri-
mony, or plurality of wives, given to Joseph
Smith, the seer, in Nauvoo, July 12th, 1843: *

I. ‘“Verily thus saith the Lord unto you, my
servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have in-
quired of my hand, to know and understand
wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, as also Moses, David and
Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle
and doctrine of their having many wives and con-
cubines: Behold! and lo I am the Lord, thy God,
and will answer thee as touching this matter.
Therefore prepare thy heart to receive and obey
instructions which I am about to give unto you,
for all those who have this law revealed unto
them must obey the same; for behold! I reveal
unto you a new and everlasting covenant; and if
ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned;
for no one can reject this covenant and be permit-
ted to enter into my glory; for all who have a
blessing at my hands shall abide the law which
was appointed for that blessing, and the condition
thereof, as was instituted for the fullness of my
glory ; and he that receiveth the fullness thereof

* From ‘‘ Rocky Mountain Saints,” by Stenhouse.
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must and shall abide the law, or he shall be
damned, saith the Lord God.

II.  ““And verily I say unto you, that the con-
ditions of this law are these: All covenants,
contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, per-
formances, connections, associations or expecta-
tions that are made and entered into and sealed -
by the Holy Spirit of promise, of him who is
anointed, both as well for time and all eternity, and
too most holy by revelation and commandment,
through the medium of mine anointed, whom I
have appointed on earth to hold this power, (and
I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold
this power in his last days, and there is never but
one on the earth at a time whom this power and
the keys of this priesthood are conferred), are of
no efficacy, virtue or force in and after the resur-
rection of the dead; for all contracts that are not
made unto this end have an end when men are
dead.

III. ‘‘Behold! mine house is a house of order,
saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion
Will I accept of an offering, saith the Lord, that
is not made in my name! Or will I receive at
your hands that which I have not appointed?
And will I appoint unto you, saith the Lord, ex-
cept it be by law, even as I and my Father
ordained unto you before the world was? I am
the Lord, thy God, and I give unto you this com-
mandment that no man shall come unto the
Father but by me, or by my word, which is my
law, saith the Lord, and everything that is in the
world, whether it be ordained of men by thrones,
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or principalities, or powers, or things of name,
whatsoever they may be, that are not by me or by
my word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown down,
and shall not remain after men are dead, neither
in nor after the resurrection, saith the Lord, your
God; for whatsoever things remaineth are by me,
and whatsoever things are not by me shall be
shaken and destroyed.

IV. ‘‘Therefore, if a man marry him a wife
in the world, and he marry her not by me nor by
my word, and he covenant with her so long as he
is in the world and she with him, their covenant
and marriage is not of force when they are out
of the world; therefore, they are not bound by
any law when they are out of the world; there-
fore, when they are out of the world they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are appointed
angels in heaven, which angels are ministering
servants, to minister for those who are worthy of
-a far more and an exceeding and an eternal weight
of glory; for these angels did not abide my law,
therefore they cannot be enlarged, but remain sep-
arately and singly, without exaltation, in their
saved condition to all eternity, and from hence-
forth are not gods, but are angels of God for ever
.and ever.

V. “And, again, verily I say unto you, If a
man marry a wife and make a covenant with her
for time and all eternity, if that covenant is not
by me or by my word, which is my law, and is
not sealed by the holy spirit of promise through
him whom I have anointed and appointed unto
this power—then it is not valid, neither of force
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when they are out of the world, because they are
not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my
word; when they are out of the world it cannot
be received there, because the angels and gods.
are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass;
they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory, for my
house is a house of order, saith the Lord God.
VI. ¢“And, again, verily I say unto you, if a
man marry a wife by my word, which is my law,
and by the new and everlasting covenant, and it
is sealed unto them by the holy spirit of promise:
by him who is annointed, unto whom I have ap-
pointed this power, and the keys of the priest-
hood; and it shall be said unto them, ye shall
come forth in the first resurrection, and, if it be
after the first resurrection, in the next resurrec-
tion, and shall inherit its thrones, kingdoms, prin-
cipalities and powers of dominions, all heights
and depths—then shall it be written in the Lamb’s
book of life that he shall commit no murder
whereby to shed no innocént blood, and if ye:
abide in my covenant and commit no murder
whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done
unto them in all things whatsoever my servant
hath put upon them in time and through all eter-
nity, and shall be of full force when they are out
of the world; and they shall pass by the angels
and the gods which are set there to their exalta-
tion and glory in all things, as hath been sealed
upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness
and a continuation of the seeds for ever and ever.

VIL. ““Then shall they be gods, because they
have no end; therefore shall they be from ever-
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lasting to everlasting, because they continue;
then shall they be above all, because all things are
subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, be-
cause they have all power and the angels are sub-
ject unto them.

VIIL <“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except
you abide my law ye cannot attain to this glory,
for strait is the gate and narrow is the way that
leadeth unto the exaltation and continuation of
the lives, and few there be that find it, because ye
receive me not in the world, neither do ye know
me, and shall receive your exaltation that where
I am ye shall be also. This is eternal life, to
know the only wise and true God and Jesus Christ
whom He hath sent. I am He. Receive ye,
therefore, my law. Broad is the gate and wide
is the way that leadeth to the death, and many
there are that go in thereat, because they receive
me not, neither do they abide in my law,

IX. “Verily, verily I say unto you, if a man
marry a wife according to my word, and they are
sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, according
to mine appointment, and he or she shall commit
any sin or transgression of the new and ever-
lasting covenant whatever, and all manner of
blasphemies, and if they commit no murder,
wherein they shed innocent blood—yet they shall
come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into
their exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in
the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the buffet-
ings of Satan unto the day of redemption, saith the
Lord God. )

X. ¢ The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost,
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which shall not be forgiven in the world, nor out
of the world, is in that ye commit murder,
wherein ye shed innocent blood, and assent unto
my death, after ye have received my new and
everlasting covenant, saith the Lord God ; and he
that abideth not this law, can in nowise enter into
my glory, but shall be damned, saith the Lord.

XI. “Iam the Lord thy God, and will give
unto thee the law of my Holy Priesthood, as was
ordained by me, and my Father, before the world
was. Arbaham received all things, whatsoever he
received, by revelation and commandment, by
my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into
his exaltation, and sitteth upon his throne.

XII. ‘¢ Abraham received promises concerning
his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from whose
loins ye are, namely, my servant Joseph—which
were to continue so long as they were in the
word ; and as touching Abraham and his seed,
out of the world they should continue; both in
the world and out of the world should they con-
tinue as innumerable as the stars; or, if ye were
to count the sand upon the sea shore, ye could
not number them. This promise is yours, also,
because ye are of Abraham, and the promise was
made unto Abraham; and by this law are the
continuation of the works of my Father wherein
He glorifieth Himself. Go ye, therefore, and do
the works of Abraham ; enter ye into my law,
and ye shall be saved. Butif ye enter not into
my law, ye cannot receive the promise of my
Father, which He made unto Abraham.

- XIII. *““God commanded Abraham, and Sarah
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. gave Hagar to Abraham to wife. And why did

she do it? Because this was the law, and from
Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was
fulfilling, among other things, the promises.
Was Abraham, therefore, under condemnation ?
Verily, I say unto you, Nay; for I, the Lord,
commanded it. Abraham was commanded to
offer his son Isaac; nevertheless it was written,
thou shalt not kill. Abraham, however, did not
refuse, and it was accounted unto him for right-
eousness.

XIV. ¢ Abraham received concubines and
they bore him children, and it was accounted unto
him for righteousness because they were given
unto him, and he abode in my law, as Isaac also,
and Jacob did none other things than that which
they were commanded ; and because they did
none other things than that which théy were com-
manded, they have entered into their exaltation
according to the promises, and sit upon thrones,
and are not angels, but gods. David also re-
ceived many wives and concubines, as also Solo-
mon and Moses, my servants; as also many other
of my servants, from the beginning of creation
until this time ; and in nothing did they sin, save
in these things which they received not of me.

XV, ‘‘David's wives and concubines were
given unto him, of me, by the hand of Nathan,
my servant, and others of the prophets who had
the keys of this power; and in none of these
things did he sin against me, save in the case
of Uriah and his wife; and, therefore, he hath
fallen from his exaltation, and received his por-
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tion; and he shall not inherit them out of the
world ; for I gave them unto another, saith the
Lord.

XVI. “I am the Lord, thy God, and I gave
unto thee, my servant Joseph, an appointment,
and restore all things; ask what ye will and it
shall be given unto you according to my word,
and as ye have asked concerning adultery, verily;
verily I say unto you, if a man receiveth a wife in
the new and everlasting covenant, and if she be
with another man, and I have not appointed her
by the holy anointing, she hath committed adul-
tery and shall be destroyed. If she be not in the
new and everlasting covenant, and she be with
another man, she hath committed adultery; and
if her husband be with another woman, and he
was under a vow, he hath broken his vow and hath
committed adultery, and if she hath not com-
mitted adultery, but is innocent, and hath not
broken her vow, and knoweth it, and I reveal it
unto you my servant Joseph, then shall you have
power, by the power of my holy priesthood, to
take her and give her unto him that hath not
committed adultery, but hath been faithful; for
- he shall be made ruler over many; for I have en-
forced upon you the keys and power of priest-
hood, wherein I restore all things and make known
unto you all things in due time.

XVIIL. ‘¢ And verily, verily I say unto you,
that whatsoever you seal on earth shall be sealed
in heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth in
my name and by my word, saith the Lord, it
shall be eternally bound in the heavens; and
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whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be re-
tained in heaven.

XVIII. ‘‘And again, verily I say whomsoever
you bless I will bless, and whomsoever you curse
I will curse, for I, the Lord, am thy God.

XIX. ¢‘“And again, verily I say unto you my
servant Joseph, that whatsoever you give on earth,
.and to whomsoever you give on earth, by m
word and according to my law it shall be visited
with blessings and not cursings, and with my
power, saith the Lord, and shall be without con-
demnation on earth and in heaven, for I am the
Lord thy God, and will be with thee even unto
the ends of the world and through all eternity;
for verily I seal upon you your exaltation, and
propose a throne for you in the kingdom of my
Father, with Abraham your father. Behold, I
have seen your sacrifice, and will forgive all your
sins; I have seen your sacrifice in obedience to
that which I have told you. Go, therefore, and I
will make a way for your escape, as I accepted the
offering of Abraham of his son Isaac.

XX. Verily I say unto you, a commandment
have I given unto mine handmaid Emma Smith,
your wife whom I have given unto you, that she
stay herself and partake not that which I com-
manded you to offer unto her; for I did it,
saith the Lord, to prove you all, as I did Abra-
ham; and that I might require an offering at
your hands by covenant and sacrifice; and let
mine handmaid Emma Smith receive all those that
have been given unto my servant Joseph; and:
those who are not pure, and have said they were
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pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God; for
I am the Lord thy God, and ye shall obey my
voice ; and I give unto my servant Joseph that he:
shall be made ruler over many things, for he hath
been faithful over a few things, and from hence-
forth I will strengthen him.

XXI. ““AndI command mine handmaid, Emma
Smith, to abide and cleave unto my servant
Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not
abide this commandment she shall be destroyed,
saith the Lord; for I am the Lord, thy God, and
will destroy her if she abide not in my law; but if
she will abide this commandment then my servant
Joseph shall do all things for her even as he hath
said; and I will bless him and multiply him and
give unto him a hundred-fold in this world of
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, houses
and lands, wives and children, and crowns of
eternal lives in the eternal worlds. And again,
verily 1 say, let mine handmaid forgive mine
servant Joseph his trespasses, and then shall she
be forgiven her trespasses wherein she hath tres-
passed against me; and I, the Lord, thy God, will
bless her and multiply her and make her heart to.
rejoice.

XXII. “And again, I say, let not my servant
Joseph put his property out of his hands lest an
enemy come and destroy him, for Satan seeketh
to destroy; for I am the Lord, thy God, and he is.
my servant; and behold! and lo, I am with him
as I was with Abraham, thy father, even unto his
exaltation and glory.

XXIII. ‘““Now, as touching the law of the
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priesthood, there are many things pertaining there-
unto. Verily if a man be called of my Father,
as was Aaron by mine own voice, and by the
voice of Him that sent me; and I have endowed
him with the keys of the power of this priest-
hood, if he do anything in my name and accord-
ing to my law and by my word, he will not com-
mit sin, and I will justify him, Let no one
therefore set on my servant Joseph, for I will
justify him; for he shall do the sacrifice which I
require at his hands, for his transgressions, saith
the Lord, your God.

XXIV. “And again, as pertaining to the law
of the priesthood: If any man espouse a virgin,
and desire to espouse another, and the first give
her consent; and if he espouse the second, and
they are virgins, and have vowed to no other
man, then is he justified; he cannot commit
adultery, for they are given unto him, for he can-
not commit adultery with that that belongeth
unto him, and to no one else; and if he have ten
virgins given unto him by this law, he eannot
commit adultery for they belong to him, and are
given unto him, therefore is he justified. But if
one, or either of the virgins, after she is espoused
shall be with another man, she has committed
adultery, and shall be destroyed; for they are
given unto him to multiply and replenish the
earth according to the commandment, and to ful-
fil the promise which was given by my Father be-
fore the foundation of the world ; and for their ex-
altation in the eternal worlds, that they may bear
the souls of men; for herein is the work of my
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Father continued that he may be glorified.

XXV. “‘And again, verily, verily I say unto
you, if any man have a wife who holds the keys
of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of
my priesthood as pertaining to these things, then
shall she believe and administer unto him, or she
shall be destroyed, saith the Lord, your God; for
I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name
upon all those who receive and abide by my law.
Therefore it shall be lawful in me if she receive
not this law for him to receive all things whatso-
ever I, the Lord, his God, will give unto him, be-
cause she did not administer unto him according
to my word; and she then becomes the trans-
gressor; and he is exempt from the law of Sarah
who administered unto Abraham according to the
law, when I commanded Abraham to take Hagar
to wife. And now, as pertaining to this law,
verily, verily I say unto you, I will reveal more
unto you hereafter ; therefore let this suffice for
the present. Behold I am Alpha and Omega.
Amen.”








