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Preface 

e live in a time when an unprecedented number of excavations are happening in the 
Lands of the Bible, producing fascinating research and discoveries. Never before 
have so many new sites been opened and artifacts and inscriptions brought to the 
attention of the world. While there have been many exciting discoveries made in the 

past by famous archaeologists such as Petrie, Rawlinson, Layard, Woolley, Kenyon, and others, 
many new discoveries have surfaced in recent years that directly relate to the New Testament 
text. These new discoveries needed a voice and venue to make them accessible to non4specialist 
students. 

My interest in archaeology goes back over 35 years (1979) to my first archaeology course 
while a student at Ontario Bible College (now Tyndale University College and Seminary). Since 
that time I have had the privilege to teach archaeology in various settings to undergraduate 
students, travel through the lands of the Bible and visit first hand many archaeological sites. In 
addition I have worked as a square and field supervisor at the Tall el4Ḥammâm Excavation 
Project, Jordan since 2009, uncovering artifacts in the Chalcolithic, Early Bronze, Middle 
Bronze, Iron Age and Roman Byzantine periods. During this time I closely followed, with 
interest, the new discoveries that have been made. What I observed is that, unfortunately, the 
modern media does not normally present the facts relevant to new archaeological discoveries of 
the Bible and “revisionist” scholars seek to undermine and downplay the relevance of many of 
the discoveries. But so often the archaeological material essential for a meaningful dialogue over 
the reliability of the Bible is confined to academic journals and conference papers.  

I had previously published two volumes on Biblical archaeology, but the first volume only 
considered artifacts discovered in the last 20 years and the second volume presented the older 
discoveries (100 years) and both covered the entire Bible. While there are many good older 
works on biblical archaeology that cover the whole Bible in one volume available on the market, 
few dealt with New Testament in one volume. This book was born out of necessity and a desire 
to deliver an accessible single4volume work for approaching up4to4date research in New 
Testament archaeology. 

The discoveries presented in this work, are not meant to be an exhaustive treatment of the 
subject, nor presented as a technical discussion and the final conclusion of archaeological 
research. As with all archaeological investigations, many of the conclusions are ongoing. 
However, they are presented here in a summary introduction for undergraduate students to 
appreciate the availability of relevant discoveries and some of the possible implications for 
understanding the New Testament text. Some of the most significant and promising finds have 
been selected to demonstrate the historical reliability of the people and events of the Bible. This 
work is intended to fill the void in providing an accessible and collective work on the subject of 
New Testament archaeology and the reliability of the Bible. 

The advantage of such a volume is that it provides a collective source of material for 
readers that would otherwise be inaccessible. Of help for the reader are 175 photographs, 
charts, timelines, maps, and a glossary, which will facilitate the difficult task of understanding 
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the unfamiliar lands of the Bible. Numerous footnotes and an academic bibliography are 
provided to give students the tools for doing further research. It is my hope that those who use 
this work will find it useful and develop a love and passion, like the author, for the fascinating 
field of biblical archaeology. Students can read the Bible with confidence that the details of its 
geography and facts are accurate and be encouraged in their faith that the Bible is reliable. 

 
 

David E. Graves, PhD 
Moncton, NB, Canada 

July 31, 2019 
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Map of the Roman Empire in 125 during the reign of emperor Hadrian. 
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1. The Temple Mount, Jerusalem, 
Israel. Excavations on the SE corner 
of the Temple Mount have revealed 
stonework, which may date back to 
the time of Zerubbabel, who led the 
first group to return from exile and 
started to rebuild the temple.  
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Introduction to New Testament Archaeology 

his book is about the archaeology of the New 
Testament (NT) and its contribution to our 
understanding of its message. This will not be an 

exhaustive treatment of the subject but highlights the most 
significant and up4to4date discoveries for the period of the 
NT. 
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The term “archaeology” comes from two Greek words: arkhaios (ἀρχαῖος) meaning old or 
ancient + logos (λόγος) meaning word, speech, or study. Thus, the Greek word archaiologia 

(ἀρχαιολογία) means the study of the material culture of past civilizations.1 Definitions of 
archaeology may vary depending the presuppositions and goals of a particular archaeologist.2 

While the Greek term is used by Plato (about Lacedaemonians), Thucydides (about 
Greece), Dionysius of Halicarnassus (about Rome), and Josephus (about Jews), it appears in 
English for the first time in 1607, when it is used by Bishop Hall of Norwick.  

Classical Archaeology generally involves the classical sites around the Mediterranean Sea, 
while Near East Archaeology deals with sites in the Middle East. The term “Biblical 
Archaeology,” while challenged by some,3 is the discipline involved with biblical sites from 
these two regions. Dever prefers the term “Syro4Palestinian archaeology,”4 although he is still 
not sure what to call it.5 Amihai Mazar professor at the Institute of Archaeology of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, responds that: 

“Biblical archaeology” is still a justified term for this field of inquiry. Whatever term will be used for 
defining the discipline, the archaeology of Palestine and that of the related countries are unique and 
ever increasing resources for reconstructing the social, environmental, and cultural background from 
which the Hebrew Bible emerged. Thus biblical archaeology, like many branches of knowledge, lends 
itself to changes and new contents.6 

 
1 Catherine Soanes and Angus Stevenson, Concise Oxford English Dictionary, 11th ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 

s.v. 
2 Guy E. Gibbon, Critically Reading the Theory and Methods of Archaeology: An Introductory Guide (Lanham, MD: AltaMira, 2014), 7–

9. 
3 In 1999 after 60 years the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) replaced the name of its journal Biblical 

Archaeologist, with the new title Near Eastern Archaeology. 
4 William G. Dever, “The Impact of the ‘New Archaeology’ on Syro4Palestinian Archaeology,” BASOR, no. 242 (April 1, 

1981): 15–29; “Retrospects and Prospects in Biblical and Syro4Palestinian Archeology,” BA 45, no. 2 (April 1, 1982): 103; “Syro4
Palestinian and Biblical Archaeology Ca. 1945–1980,” in The Hebrew Bible and Its Modern Interpreters, ed. Douglas A. Knight and Gene 
M. Tucker (Chicago, IL: Scholars Press, 1985), 31–74; What Did the Biblical Writers Know, and When Did They Know It? (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2001), 61–62. 

5 William G. Dever, “Whatchmacallit: Why It’s So Hard to Name Our Field,” BAR 29, no. 4 (2003): 56–61. 
6 Amihai Mazar, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible: 10,000<586 B.C.E., vol. 1, The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library (New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 1:32–33 
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As Hoffmeier and Millard pointed out: “Biblical archaeology is interdisciplinary in nature, 
and thus is not Syro4Palestinian archaeology, nor Assyriology, nor a branch of such fields. 
Rather, its focus is on the times and places, the physical remains and written documents from 
across the Near East that relate to the biblical text either as background and context or by more 
direct contact.”7 

McRay, retired professor of NT at Wheaton College Graduate School, agrees and points 
out that: “We must also bear in mind that “biblical archaeology” does not have reference to an 
independent discipline nor to a methodology peculiar to the Bible. Like classical archaeology, 
biblical archaeology exists not as a separate discipline, but as a field of inquiry within the general 
discipline of archaeology.”8 

It is not merely about pottery and digging but seeks to retrace man’s footsteps into the 
past and recognize and understand the intersection of turf and text. The prominent biblical 
archaeologist and late Harvard professor, G. Ernest Wright, observed: 

Biblical archaeology is a special ‘armchair’ variety of general archaeology. The Biblical Archaeologist 
may or may not be an archaeologist himself, but he studies the discoveries of the excavations in order 
to glean from every fact that throws a direct, indirect or even diffused light upon the Bible. He must be 
intelligently concerned with stratigraphy and typology, upon which the methodology of modern 
archaeology rests. . . .Yet his chief concern is not with methods or pots or weapons in themselves 
alone. His central and absorbing interest is the understanding and exposition of the Scriptures. The 
intensive study of the Biblical archaeologist is thus the fruit of the vital concern for history which the 
Bible has instilled in us. We cannot, therefore, assume that the knowledge of Biblical history is 
unessential to the faith. Biblical theology and Biblical archaeology must go hand in hand, if we are to 
comprehend the Bible’s meaning.9 
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Luke states that Jesus lived during the rule of Caesar Augustus, and that he was the emperor of 
Rome from 27 BC until AD 14 (Luke 2:1). The year can further be narrowed because Herod 
the Great was present during the visit of the Magi at the nativity (Matt 2:1) and we know that he 
died in the spring of 4 BC.10 Josephus tells us that Herod died after a lunar eclipse (Josephus 
A.J. 17.6.4) and before the springtime Passover of the Jews.11 Therefore most scholars 
understand the date of Jesus’ birth to be between 6 and 4 BC.12�

 
7 James Karl Hoffmeier and Alan R. Millard, eds., The Future of Biblical Archaeology: Reassessing Methodologies and Assumptions, The 

Proceedings of a Symposium, August 12414, 2001 at Trinity International University (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), xi. 
8 John McRay, Archaeology and the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991), 20. 
9 G. Ernest Wright, Biblical Archaeology, Abridged (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960), 17. For his latest view on biblical 

archaeology see “The ‘New’ Archaeology,” BA 38, no. 3–4 (September 1, 1975): 104–15. 
10 Timothy David Barnes, “The Date of Herod’s Death,” JTS 19, no. 1 (1968): 204–19; P. M. Bernegger, “Affirmation of 

Herod’s Death in 4 B.C.,” JTS 34, no. 2 (1983): 526–31.  
11 Mark Kidger, The Star of Bethlehem: An Astronomer’s View (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999), 46. 
12 James D. G. Dunn, Jesus Remembered (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003), 324; Jack Finegan, E. Jerry Vardaman, and Edwin M. 

Yamauchi, eds., Chronos, Kairos, Christos (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1989), 97–117; Kenneth E. Bailey, Jesus Through Middle 
Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2008). 
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It is known that there were four lunar eclipses between 7 and 1 BC.13 Most scholars favor 
the eclipse of 4 BC,14 placing the birth of Jesus in ca. 6 BC, while a few have challenged this 
date15 preferring 1 BC for the eclipse and placing the birth of Jesus in 3 or 2 BC.16 

Maier argues for “late 5 BC as the most probable time for the first Christmas.”17 The early 
Church Father, Clement of Alexandria (ca. 200 AD), gives a date for the birth of Jesus 
according to the Egyptian calendar (25 Pachon or May 20th; Strom. 1.21) which, according to the 
Gregorian calendar, converts to the 14th of May, 6 BC. 

While there is no certainty for the date of Jesus’ birth, as Franz points out, the spring date 

 
13 Kidger, The Star of Bethlehem, 48–49; Manfred Kudlek and Erich H. Mickler, Solar and Lunar Eclipses of the Ancient Near East 

from 3000 B.C. to 0 with Maps (Neukirchen4Vluyn: Butzon & Bercker, 1971). 
14 Harold W. Hoehner, “The Date of the Death of Herod the Great,” in CKC, 101–32; Emil Schürer, The History of the Jewish 

People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 BC–AD 135), ed. G. Vermes, F. Miller, and M. Black, Rev (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1979), 1:326–
28 n. 165; F. F. Bruce, New Testament History, 2nd ed. (New York: Doubleday, 1980), 23. 

15 Ernest L. Martin, “The Nativity and Herod’s Death,” in CKC, 86; W. E. Filmer, “The Chronology of the Reign of Herod 
the Great,” JTS 17 (1966): 283–98. 

16 This later date has been challenged by Barnes and Johnson who again favor the 4 BC date. Barnes, “The Date of Herod’s 
Death,” 204–209; Douglas Johnson, “The Star of Bethlehem Reconsidered: A Refutation of the Mosley/Martin Historical 
Approach,” Planetarian 10, no. 1 (1981): 14–16. 

17 Paul L. Maier, “The Date of the Nativity and the Chronology of Jesus’ Life,” in CKC, 113. 

2. The Roman Emperors in the first century. 
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