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the prophet Daniel presented in a remarkably brief com-
pass a prophetic outline of the history of the four leading
nations of the world for a period of over two thousand
years. A large part of the Book of Revelations is occupied
with this style of prophesying, so is Ezekiel. In fact,
this method abounds in all the prophecies of the Bible.
I can recall but one single instance in the Bible where a
man’s name is given prophetically. The Persian king,
Cyrus, was called by name, by the prophet Isaiah, nearly
100 years before his birth. But this kind of literalness
is the exception. John the Baptist’s prophetic name was
Elijah or Elias. Even Jesus, himself, is not mentioned
by name in any of the Old Testament prophecies. Good
old Jacob called him “Shiloh;”’ the prophet Zechariah

named him the ‘““‘Branch;” another, the ‘“‘Rose of Sha--

ron,” the ‘‘Lily of the Valley,’’ the “Lord our Righte-
ousness,’”’ the ‘‘Sun of Righteousness,”’ etc.

But in the Book of Mormon, Jesus’ first announce-
ment of himself in this country, one hundred years after
the flood, runs thus:

“Behold I am he who was prepared from the foundation
of the world to redeem my p3ople; behold I am Jesus Christ,
I am the Father and the Son.”

The most literal prophecy in the Old Testament
relating to Christ is the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah.
Let me read you a portion of the verses:

1. “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the
arm of the Liord revealed ?

2. “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of a Kry grouad; hs hath no form nor come-
liness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that
we should desire him.

8. *‘He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with griet: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

7. “He was oppressed, and he was afilicted; Jet he
opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to the slaugh-
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ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth
not his mouth.

9. “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with
the rich in his death, because he had done no violence,
neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

And do you know, friends, that although this chap--
ter was never called in question by the Jews before

. Christ came, yet after he had lived and died, and had

fulfilled both in his life and death so exactly and perfect-
ly every statement made in this chapter, such is their
hatred of the Savior that many Jews, even to the pres-
ent day, have tried to persuade themselves that this one
chapter has been interpolated into their sacred books.
And infidels, too, from the very beginning of the Christ-
ian era to our own day. have exhausted every means in
their power to write that one chapter out of the prophe-
cies of Isaiah, and persuade themselves ## must have
been written after the events, so plainly foretold, had oc-
curred. And yet, the evidence is abundant that that
chapter, with all the rest of the book, was in existence
just as we now find it, at least 200 years before Christ
came 1n the flesh. The translation of the Old Testa-
ment Hebrew into the Greek lauguage, at Alexandria,
Egypt, two hundred years before Christ, and the preser-
vation of that translation by channels widely diverse
and wholy independent of the original Hebrew, fur-
nishes evidence that the scholarship of the world has
never been able to successfully refute.

But now suppose this fifty-third chapter of Isaiah
had been written after this fashion:

“I, Isaiah, a prophet of the Lord, and inspired by an
angel from heaven, do hereby declare unto you, my beloved
brethren, that in just 712 years from this date, a virgin by the
name of Mary, living in the city of Nazareth, shall give birth

to a son, whose name shall be Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,
the Savior of the world. This child, Jesus Christ, shall live
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nntil thirty years old with his reputed father, Joseph by
name, and a carpenter by trade. At the age of thirty, he shall
find his forerunner, John the Baptist, at a place called Beth-
abara, beyond the river Jordan, baptizing by immersion all
who come to him. After Jesus is baptized, the heavens shall
be olfened, and the Holy Ghost shall be seen descending in
bodily shape like a dove and resting upon him, and a voice
from heaven shall be heard saying, this is my beloved son,
hear ye him. After his baptism, he shall enter upon his pub-
lic ministry, calling twelve men to be with him, whom he
shall name apostles, and one of whom shall bear the name of
John, and shall write a book that shall be called the Apoca-
lypse, ete., eto.”

Had we found this one chapter of Isaiah thus writ-
ten, in language and style entirely different from every
other chapter in the book, without a trace of the ancient
Hebrew preserved, but instead, an exact reproduction of
the New Testament Greek, idioms and all; do you think
any sane man on earth could be found willing to accept

it as a genuine production of the prophet Isaiah?

But let us go a step further in the supposed case.
Suppose this chapter, written in the style just suggested,
is a modern discovery altogether. A man in our day
professes to have found some ancient writings engraven
upon old plates. The discoverer is an ignorant man,
knows nothing of either ancient or modern languages,
and hence, has no possible means of knowing whether
these plates he has found contain real ancient writings
or simply unmeaning scrawls that somebody has scratch-
ed upon those plates for their own amusement, or for
the express purpose of imposing upon his credulity and
ignorance. And suppose our discoverer carefully and
studiously keeps those plates hid from the public eye,
refuses to allow a single scholar to examine them, or any
person at all competent to judge of their real character,
but claims that an angel from heaven is directing him in
the matter.
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And by and by there is published to the world a
pretended translation of those plates, stating that the
said plates are a part of the original book of Isaiah, the
prophet; that a lost chapter is now restored to the world
by the help of an angel of God.

But upon examination, this pretended lost chapter,
translated by this ignorant man, helped by his angel, is
found to be made up exclusively from our present Eng-
lish version of the New Testament, copied word for word
from the history of Jesus Christ as we now have it recorded
by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—a feat that any
Sunday-school scholar of ordinary intelligence could
perform without any inspiration from God, or special
help from an angel. Such prophecies can be manufac-
tured to order by the cart load. And yet precisely this
is the character of a large portion of the prophecies of
the Book of Mormon. And you and I, friends, are
asked to believe that such a silly and transparent traud
is from God.

3- In the third and last place, I desire briefly to call
attention to a few of the repufed miracles of the Book of
Mormon. Several were mentioned in the third lecture:

a. The first to be mentioned this evening occurred
in immediate connection with the separation between
Nephi and his two brothers, Laman and Lemuel, and
the organization of the two infant but rival nations already
referred to, between twenty and thirty years after leav-
ing Jerusalem.

The miracle is certainly one of the most remarkable
of the ages, settling one of the mooted questions of four-
hundred years standing: ‘‘How came the American In-
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dian with a black skin®’ (The American Indian is the
reputed descendant of the Lamanites. ) -

Nephi tells us that his two brothers, with their fami-
lies, because of their opposition to Nephi, and their gen-
eral depravity, became the subjects of a peculiar curse.
—Page 66, 2nd Nephi, 4: 4:

“For behold they had hardened their hearts against him,
that they had become like unto a flint; wherefore as they
were white, and exceeding fair and delightsome, that they
might not be enticing unto my people, the Lord God did
cause a skin of blackness to come upon them. And thus
saith the Lord God, I will cause that they shall be loath-
some unto thy people. save they shall repent of their iniqui-
ties. And cursed shall be the seed of him that mixeth with
their sead ; for they shall be cursed even with the same curs-
ing. And the Lord spake it and it was done.”

It is strange what peculiar favorites of Heaven this
Nephi and his people were, that God should be willing,
for the sole purpose of removing temptation from them,
‘‘ that they might not be enticing unto my people,”’ to
curse his own brothers with a skin of blackness. Itis
something God never did for any other people under
heaven. He never exhibited such tender care for the
Jews in all the Old Testament history. The New Tes-
tament furnishes no incidents of this character. The
early Christians, in their best and purest days, had no
such favors shown them. And, so far as we can learn,
the Lord has never ‘‘ caused a skin of blackness to come
upon '’ any Gentile of modern times, to prevent their
‘“ becoming enticing to my people,”’ the Latter-day
Saints. All God’s other saints, in all the ages, have
been left to grapple with temptations. The notion some-
how has pervaded the divine mind that strong tempta-
tions and fiery trials were needful to strengthen the faith
and purify the life of his people; and, therefore, he has
allowed his people—all his other people except these
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Nephites—to meet sin face to face with all its blandish-
ments; to live among and mingle freely with those who
were ‘‘ white and exceeding fair and delightsome,’’ with-
out any such tender precaution as to turn their temptors’
skin black and make them loathsome, least his dear
people should be coaxed into sin by their enticements!

If there could be anything more silly or preposter-
ous than this, it is found on page 436, Nephi, 1: §, oc-
curring over five hundred years after the above:

“And it came to pass that those Lamanites who had
anited with the Nephites were numbered among the Nephites,
and their curse was taken from them, and their skin became
white like unto the Nephites; and their young men and their
daughters hecame exceeding fair, and they were numbered
among the Nephites, and were called Nephites.”

Wonderful! Wonderful! When a élack man is
soundly converted and unites himself with the people of
God, the curse is removed, and he becomes white like
the Nephites! Is’nt it so? Certainly, God is no
respector of persons. He is not partial in the bestow-
ment of his favors. Would he remove the curse once,
and in one portion of the world, and never do it again?
Why, then, in all the history of the world was sucha
phenonema never heard of, that the color of the skin was
changed in conversion? Have the unfortunate colored
people anywhere on earth, in all the history of the past,
been made white by conversion? Ah!butI forget. In
the estimation of our Mormon friends there have been
no true conversions since the first century. aftex Christ
until now. But in the very first age of the Church there
were multitudes of the, Atkigpians cquertecf.",'pé you
think. the eunuch became white after Phillip baptized
him? And now, in the last days, since the fulinéss of
the Gospel has been restored to the earth by t_hg Latter-



110

day Saints, and scores and hundreds from the Indian
races, the colored people, Asiatics, Sandwich Islanders,
&c., have been soundly and thoroughly converted, has
the skin of any of these converts been made white by
the change any farther than soap and water would
whiten them? Friends, produce your specimens, show
us one single instance of the bleaching power of con-
version upon the skin, or else hang your heads for
shame, that you have allowed yourself to believe that
such silly twaddle as this could be the word of Him who
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for cver.

6. A little affair, too unimportant to be noticed,
were it not that it flatly contradicts a rule which the
world in general, and all biblical scholars-in particular,
have taken for granted without a question, because it so
fully accords, not cnly with human reason and common
" sense, but with all the examples of the Bible, and all the
records of God’s dealings with his people. The rule is
this: In the performance of a miracle, God never does
Jor us what we can do for ourselves. He cultivates self-
reliance and independence to that degree that he always
employs human agency, human hands, and human
brains, as far as they can be employed; and the divine
aid comes in only where the ufmost of human effort fails
to reack. All that man can do he is expected to do.
God only does for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
But upon page 37, Nephi, 5:21, we have this statement:

“And after I had made a bellows that I might have
wherewith to blow the fire, I did smite two stones together,
that I might make fire; for the Lord had nnt hitherto suf-
fered that we should make much fire, as we journeyed in the
wilderness; for he said, I will make thy food become sweat,

that ye cook it not; and I also will be your light in the wild-
erness.”

I think comment upon this is not needful. There
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was no lack of wood for fire in the wilderness, no lack of
stones to smite together, but simply to prove to them
that they are the Lord’s special pets, he saves them the
trouble of making fire by performing the prodigious
miracle of making raw meat sweet and palatable, and of
furnishing them light in the wilderness for their evening
entertainments!

Of a similar character is a little occurrence related
just before, page 35. It is usually supposed that a little
common sense would be sufficient to tell a man who had
spent some time traveling in a wild, mountainous region,
about where he would naturally go to find wild game, if
he wishes to hunt. But Nephi’'s God is so unusually
good to him, that he takes the trouble to write the di-
rections upon the pointers in a certain bal', called the
“Director,”’ (and which I will presently explain):

“And I said unto my father, whithershall I go to ohtain
tood? And it came to pass that I did enquire of the Lord.
* * % And it came to pass that the voice

of the Lor1 8aid unto me, look npon the ball, and bebold the
things which are writfen. And it came to
pass that I, Nephi, did go forih up lnfo the top of the moun-
tain, according to the directions which were given upon the
ball, And it came to pass that I did slay wild beasts, inro-
much that I did obtain food for our families: and it came to
fal:s ‘;-hl;t I did return*to our tents, bearing the beasts which

ad slain.”

c. But let me tell you about this strange ball, page

33:

“And it came to pass that the voice of the Lerd spake
unto my father g night, and commanded him that on the
morrow he should take his journey into the wilderness. And
it came to pass, that as my father arose in the morning and
went forth to the tent door, to his great asfonmhment he be-
held upon the ground, a round ball of curious work-

* Was the help of an angel needed to tell us that he returned to his tent
atter a successful hunt? Would God lumber his book with statements that a
writer of ordinary intelligence would take for granted without recording.
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manship, and it wasof fine brass. And within the ball were
two spindles; and the one pointed the way whither we should
go into the wilderness.”

And they start into the wilderness, ‘‘following the
directions of the ball, which led us in the more fertile
parts of the wilderness.”

Here, friends, is a round ball, made of fine brass,
and within it are two spindles, one of which points out
constantly ‘‘the way whither we should go into the wild-
erness.”’  Just how they could see spindles inside of a
round brass ball, does not appear. However, as it was
of curious workmanship, this may have been one ot the
curious things about it, we will therefore pass this as an
unexplained wonder.

But those two spindles within this ball are the real
puzzles. The author calls them spindles here, but on the
next page he calls them pointers. Either word would
indicate that they must have been small affairs, not cap-
able of holding a very large amount of reading matter.
But see page 35:

“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the pointers
which were in the ball, that they did work according to the
faith, and diligence, and heed which we did give unto them.
And there was also written upon them a new writing, which
was plain to be read, which did give us understanding con-
cerning the ways of the Lord;and it was written and changed
from time to time, according to the faith and diligence which

we gave unto it. And thus we see that by small means the
Lord can bring about great things.”

Nephi's God certainly had an eye to convenience in
this cute little affair. He had usually taken the trouble
to send an angel down from heaven, or come himself,
to inform Nephi and his father as to his will, from time
to time. But by this ingenious mechanical device he
saves himself any further trouble in that direction. One
of the spindles points out the general directions they are

o)
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to travel, and the other one (possibly both) has written
upon it directions for special occasions, as for instance,
where Nephi shall find a deer, or a bear, or a wild turkey,
when the company are in want of food; the directions
being ‘‘changed from time to time, according to the
faith and diligence which we gave unto it. And thus we
see that by small means the Lord can bring about great
things.” Yea, verily.

d. While upon this subject of ingenious inventions,
let me call your attention to another, called a compass,
also prepared of the Lord, which had the peculiar quality of
becoming balky and refusing to work when anything was
done against the Lord’s pet, Nephi. ,

After wandering in the wilderness about eight years
altogether, Nephi, at the command of God, builds a
ship, and the whole party embark in it, with piovisions,
etc., to last them during a trip across the Indian and
Pacific Oceans, until they shall land upon the shores of
the new world, their promised land. Everything moves
smoothly for a time; for the ‘‘space of many days they
were driven forth before the wind towards the promised
land.”” But by and by, a mutiny on ship board!
Nephi preaches, and his two older brothers don’t lik= his
preaching.  But please read page 42, III Nephi, 5:
37-42:

“And it came to pass, that Laman and Lemuel did
take me and bind me with cords, and they did treat me with
much harshness.

“Aud it came to pass that after they had bound me, in-
somuch that I could not move, the compass which had been
prepared of the Lord did cease to work, wherefore they knew
not whither they should steer the ship, insomuch* that there

arose a great storm, yea'a great and terrible tempest, and
were driven back upon the waters for the space of three days,

¢ Jist iow their inability to steer the ship produced this teriffic storm is
not explained. Probably the auth istook the ing of # A
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and they began to be frightened exceedingly, least they
should be drowned in the sea; nevertheless they did not
leose me.

*Aud it came to pass that we wereabout to be swallowed
up in the depths of the sea. And after we had been driven
back upon the sea for the space of four days, my brethren
began to see that the judgments of God were upon them, and
that they must perish, save that they shouid repent of their
iniquities: wherefore they came unto me and locsed the
bonds which were upon my wrists.

“And it came to pass after they had loosed me, behold
I took the compass and it did work whitherI desired it. And
it came to pasa that T prayed unto the Lord; and after I had
prayed the winds did cease, and the storm did cease, and
there was a great calm.”

Now, friends, do not think me a natural fault-
finder, or a cavailler; but how can any intelligent mind
read this without desiring to ask a few questions? And,
first, I am slightly puzzled over this binding of Nephi
with cords by his brothers. They had tried that thing
on at least tkree times before with very unusual results.

On page 7, as these two older brothers began to
smite Nephi with a rod, suddenly an angel of the Lord |
appeared upon the scene and said, ‘“Why do ye smite
your younger brother with a rod?~ Know ye not that
the Lord hath chosen him to be ruler over you, and
this because of your iniquities?”’

On page 13, they became so enraged at his preach-
ing that they bound him with cords, proposing to leave
him in the wilderness, to be devoured by wild beasts;
and he simply prayed unto the Lord, and suddenly ‘‘the
bonds were loosed from my hands and feet, and I stood
before my brethren and spake unto them again,”

On page 40, as they were about to lay hands upon
him, and throw him into the sea, -he coolly straightened
up and said to them:

“In the name of the Almighty God, I command you that
ye touch me not, for [ am filled with the power of God, even
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unto the consuming of my flesh; and whosoever shall lay
hands upon me, shall wither ¢ven as a dried reed; and he
shall be as naught before the power of God, for God shall
smite him.”

And the brothers’ wicked purposes immediately
collapsed:

“Neither durst they lay their hands upon me, nor touch
me with their fingers, even for the space of many days, least
they should wither before me.”

But in a few days after this, the climax of absurdity
is reached; the Lord is represented as removing this ter-
rible ban, ‘‘raising the blockade’ as it were, on this
withering business, by introducing the following silly and
childish expedient (page 41):

“And it came to pass, that the Lord said unto me,
stretch forth thine hand nnto thy brothers, and they shall not
wither before thee, but I will shock them, saith the Lord, and
this will T do, that they may know thatI am the Lord their
God. And it came to pass that Istretched forth my hand un-
to my brethren and they did not wither before me, but the
Lord did shake them even acairling to the word which he
had spoken. And now, they raid. we kn»w of a surety that
the Lord is with thee; for we know that it ir the power of the
Lord that hath shaken us. And they fell down before me,
and wore about to worship mo, but [ wonld not suffer them,
saying worship the Lord thy God, and honor thy father and
thy mother.” C -

But now, after all these experiences of the past,
and this that he records upon these plates, you remem-
ber, is not a hundredth part of the things that actually
occurred; probably, upon ‘‘mine other plates’’ would be
found a hundred such incidents as this; and yet, after all
this, we are asked to believe that these unnatural and
strangely perverse brothers still venture to bind this
chosen favorite of heaven, and that this time they suc-
ceed. No angel appears to rebuke them, no shock is
felt when they touch him, no withering of limb or mus-
cle; they bind him so tight that he cannot move, and
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the cords are not suddenly broken; he remains in their
power for four long days. But, lo! instead of all these
past experiences, an unexpected and unheard of phe-
nomenon occurs! Their trusted compass, without which
they are lost at sea, refuses to work, all on Nephi’s ac-
count; and suddenly a terrible storm arises. Nature,
herself, proposes to show her spite for the insult offered
tothis peculiar favorite of the gods. And this storm con-
tinues and increases its fury day and night, until, fright-
ened out of their wits, and threatened with immediate
death, these wicked brothers are forced once more to
terms, and unloose their brother. Whereupon the storm
ceases at once, and the compass resumes its wonted fi-
delity. :

And what, friends, has been accomplished by all
this reversal of nature’s laws and angry exhibition of the
tempest? In all the Bible examples of miraculous inter-
position, there is some important end to be gained, an
end worthy the character and the dignity of the great
God. But what has been gained in this case? ( An ex-
hibition of spite on the part of Nephi, and whipping in-
to submission those irate and foolish brothers.

Nephi evidently designs in this narrative to *‘pose’’

.as a saint of the first water, but look at the facts as he
-himself states them. His wife and babes were. pleading
and crying with tears day and night, and his poor old

« father and mother were so overcome by the excitement
and the excessive strain of the four days’ terrific storm

- that they were prostrated, and brought down to. death’s
door; and, in fact, the whole company are. ahout -to be
swallowed up in the angry sea; and yet this man, Nephi,
~not only refuses- to: pray and thus bring, abous a. great
-wcalm, but he coolly occupies his holy soul in spisitual,ex-
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ercises, for he says, ‘‘Nevertheless, I did look unto my
God, and I did praise him all the day long.”” As much
as to say to his brothers, ‘‘Now I have got you, and we
will see who will beat this time! Let the old folks die,
and wife and babies cry, it will not disturb my peace so
long as I can whip you into submission by the help of
this storm and the balky compass! When you say
‘quits,” and unioose me, then I will pray and fix this
thing up, but not till then!”’

But a word about that compass. It is exceedingly
puzzling to ascertain what it was good for. Apparently
as useless as a “‘fifth wheel.”’

If the pointers in that brass director worked as
usual, pointing out the direction they should go, of
what possible use the compass? If, however, that brass
director was a /and machine and would not work upon
salt water, how did Nephi find out the directions he must
go to reach the desired promised land. He had never
been there, never met one who had been there, how then
did he know whkick way to work his compass? And when
the naughty compass refused to work for the brothers,
kow did they find out that they were going backwards
during the four days of storm? And if they did know
without the aid of the compass that they were going
backwards, what was theuse of thecompass? And whydid
they not shift their sails and go the other way? And
when finally Nephi took the compass ‘‘and it did work
whither I desirved it,” not controlled, as the modern com-
pass, by the earth’s currents, but by the sweet will of
Nephi, we ask again, what use the compass?*

*Ahout as useful as the pioneer hog scales cf Calitornia. A wide
plank is balanced across a log, the hog fastened to one end, and stones piled
;n the other end till they balance the hog; and then guess at the weight of the

ones.
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e. I had reserved for the last what is evidently our .
author’s great ‘‘master-piece” in the way of astounding
miracles. But I have already exhausted your patience
by the extreme length of this service, and I will, there-
fore, only in the briefest possible manner, allude to this
climax of all the miracles, which occupies four or five
pages of very closely printed matter in the Book of Mor-
mon, and gathers into it more that is strange and unac-
- countable and foolish and physically impossible, I may
safely say, than any other miracle ever performed upon
earth. The author, evidently, mounts the fiery steed of
his imagination and herds together every strange thing,
every wonderful thing, every blood-curdling story, and
every impossible thing he had ever heard of, or thought
of, ordreamed of, and attempts, in this orie master effort,
to combine them all-into one kuge miracle/

He finds the fitting occasion for such a display of
exalted genius in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
central point in this world’s history; in fact, the central
act in the grander drama of the entire universe of worlds.

In the New Testament record, we learn that while
the Lord Jesus was suspended upon the cross, from the
sixth hour to the ninth hour, there was darkness over alj
the land, that is, the land of Judea. This darkness was
followed by an earthquake, the tending of the veil in the
temple, etc., at the instant Jesus expired upon the cross,
as if nature were expressing her sympathy with her suffer-
ing and dying Creator. All instantly ceased, however,
as soon as Jesus’ sufferings were ended and his soul re-

“leased.

But our author, true to his instincts to beat the
Bible, and everything ever written by man or by the
gods, begins his account by recording a three hours’
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storm, the most terrific and destructive ever heard of.
In three hours, destruction and desolation have swept
over this entire country, from the southern coasts of
South America to the northern seas of this northern
continent. Sixteen great and populous cities are ex-
pressly mentioned by name as completely annihilated.
Some of them set on fire and burned to ashes by the
terrific lightning; others sunk down into the earth, the
earth opening her mouth and swallowing them up; others
still, upon the sea coast, swept away by immense ocean
waves; while still others were covered up in an instant
by a neighboring mountain tipping over and burying
them out of sight. And these sixteen are only specimens
of the fearful destruction that swept over the entire
country:

“And there was a great and terrible destruction in the
land southward (South America), but behold, there was a
more great and terrible destruction in the land northward
(North America): for behold, the whole face of the land was
changed, because of the tempests and the whirlwinds and the
thunderings and the lightnings and the exceeding great quak-
ing of the whole earth. * * * And many great and nota-
ble cities-were sunk, and many burned, and many shook un-
til the buildings thereof bad fallen to the earth, and the in-
habitants thereof were slain.” Some cities remained, “but

the damage thereof was exceeding great. * * * Andthus
the face of the whole earth became deformed.”

And all this frightful destruction of human life and
property, and deforming of earth, for wkat? To signal-

ize the consumation of God’s grand plan of mercy, of
salvation, of peace and good will to men!*

But this was only the beginning of wonders. After

*In entire harmony and beautiful accord with the real design of Jesus’
death, we learn that in Palestine, (See Matthew, 27: §2, §3), at the instant
Jesus said, ““It is finished,”” and gave up the Ghost, graves were opened, and
many bodies of the saints which slept arose, etc. hat is, Jife, resurrection,
and not destruction and death, were the accompaniments of Jesus’ completion
of the grand work of human redemption.
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three hours’ of storm, then the darkness began.” And
such darkness!

“Thick darkness upon all the face of the land, insomuch
that the inhabitants thereof could feel the vapor of darkness;
and there could be no light, neither candles. neither torches,
neither could there be a fire kindled with their fine and ex-
ceeding dry wood ” (F'riends, could God inspire such non-
sense ?) And this “did last for thespace of three days.”” Mean-
time, “There was great mourning and howling and weeping
among all the people continually. * * #* And thus were
the howlings of the people great and terrible.”

And right in the midst of all this horrible tempest
and darkness that extinguished fires, and would not al-
low lights to burn, and the terrible howlings of the peo-
ple, the Lord Jesus suddenly appears upon thescene! His
body, of course, was at that time peacefully sleeping in
Joseph’s new tomb in Palestine; but his spirit appears
and speaks with the most remarkable voice that has ever
been heard on earth:

“And it came to pass that there was a voice heard amon,
all the inbabitants of the earth, npon all the face of this lan
“This land,” at that time, included the whole of North and
uth Ameriea,) erying wo, wo, wo, unto the people.”

And then follows an address that occupies two pages,
in which he recounts all the terrible things that have oc-
curred, mentions the names of the various cities that
have been so suddenly blotted out of existence, and tells
the reason why this terrible visitation has been permitted,
because of their sins, a/l the while proceeding upon the
supposition that those whom he is addressing know all
the facts. But do they? Let me read you again:

“And in one place they were heard to ory, saying, Oh,
that we had repented before this great and terrible day, and
then would our brethren have been spared, and they would
not have been burned in that great city Zarahemla.”

p
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How did they know that the city of Zarahemla had
been burned?

“And in another place they were heard to cry and mourn,
saying, Oh, that we had repented before this greut and terri-
ble day, and had nnt killed and stoned the prophets, and cart
them out (A quotation from the New Testament): then would
our mothers and our fair daughters and our children have
been spared, and not have been buried up in that great city
Moronihah.”

This is the silliest nonsense;a physical impossibility.
Please recall the situation. At the very beginning of
such a frightful storm, a most destructive tornado and
earthquake combined, every family will rush to their cel-
lars, or out to some ,place of shelter, and there remain,
frightened beyond a thought of their neighbors till the
fury of the storm has passed. But they have scarcely
reached their hiding places when this awful darkness
overtakes them, and they are buried as in a living grave
for the three days! No lights are possible, they can see
nothing; and as the horrible roar ot the tempest, and
the reeling and rocking of the earth beneath them con-
tinues, they dare not venture outside, least they be over-
whelmed. They, therefore, know nothing and can know
nothing of what has happened to their nearest neighbors;
how much less of towns and cities that are hundreds and
some of them thousands of miles apart. The telegraph
wires are all down, the railroad tracks are all torn up,
the telephone business as well as the daily papers have
all suspended, besides, the public highways have been
rendered impassable; there is, therefore, no possibility

“of finding out, till after the darkness passes away, that
the inhabitants of that great city Zarahemla have been
burned, or that a mountain has tipped over and buried
that great city Moronihah and its people out of sight
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forever. . The whole conception, as you see, is most ri-
diculously absurd, and so is the closing scene:

“And it came to pass that thus did the three days pass
away. And it was in the morning, and the darkness dissap-
pears from off the face of the land, and the earth did cease to
tremble, and. the rocks did cease to rend, and the dreadtal
groanings did cease, and all the tumultuous noises did pass
away, and the earth did cleave together again that it stood,(?)
and the mourning, and the weeping, and the wailing of
the people who were srared alive did cease; and their mourn-
ing was turned into joy,* and their lamentations into the
%r:dme and 3113nksgiving unto the Lord Jesus Christ, their -

eemer.

My dear friends, I have spoken thus earnestly and
plainly because my whole soul is moved, profoundly
moved, in this matter. I believe with all my heart, I am
forced by irresistable logic to believe, that the Book of
Mormon is a fraud. And believing this, I ought to
speak earnestly and plainly. Let me read you again the
earnest, pointed words of one of your most revered
leaders, Orson Pratt:

“This book must be either true or false. If true, it is one
of the most important messages ever sent from God to man,
affecting both the temporal and eternal interests of every peo-
ple under heaven. If false, it is one of the most cunning,
wicked, bold, deep-laid impositions ever palried upon the
world ; calculated to deceive and ruin millions who will sin-
cerely receive it as the word of God, and will suppose them-

selves securly built upon the rock of truth until they are
plunged, with their families, into hopeless despair.

*Guess mot.  The first thing they did that morning was to crawl out of
their hiding placss, and run over to the next neighbor to learn how thc:‘y fared,
and send a messenger to the other part of the city where a married son or
daughter lived to see whether thev are dead or alive. And as_all over that
city they find neighbors and dear ones by the hundreds buried under fallen
houses, or wedged in between broken timbers. bruised and mangled, and yet
perhaps enough left of ebbing life to plead piteously for help and succor, and
as the messengers begin during the dav to come in from the rural districts and
trom the little towns adjacent, with information of the desolation and ruin
everywhere prevailing, the time: for real mourning begins. During the three
days it has been horror and fright and unutterable suspense; now, when the
real facts are ascertained, will begin the weeping and the heart wailing.
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“It, after a rigid examination, it be found ap imposition,
it should be extensively published to the world as such. The
evidence and argunments upon which the imposture was de-
tected should be clearly and logically stated, that those who
have been sincerely, yet unfortunately deceived, may per-
ceive the nature of the deception and be reclaimed, and that
those who continue to publish the delusion may be exposed
and silenced.”

Dear friends, this ‘‘rigid examination’’ has been had,
and ‘‘TEKEL’’ —uweighed in the balance and found wani-
ing—has been found written over every part of this
book. It's very first claim kills it beyond recovery.
God doesn’t do things as we do. Perfection marks
everything he undertakes. If the Book of Mormon is
the work of God, there must be no mistakes, contradic-
tions or blunders in it. In the Bible, some blunders in
style or composition, or in its statements, may be ex-
cused because it has come down to us through human
channels, and is translated by fallible, imperfect man.
The Book of Mormon claims to have come down to us
pure from its ancient source, without any possibility of
mistake from transcription, and then to have been trans-
lated by the gift and power of God. No mistakes, there-
fore, or contradictions or blunders of any kind are allow-
able. But what has been the result of our careful exam-
ination of this book?—full of blunders and mistakes and
contradictions, and human imperfections from beginning
to end.

The Bible, as to its style of composition, is short,
pointed, comprehensive, and says more on one page
than any man on earth can say in ten pages, while the
Book of Mormon is the very opposite, so full of repeti-
tions, of awkwardly expressed sentences, of useless
verbiage, &c., that any writer of ‘ordinary skill can put
three of its pages into one.
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The authors of the various books of the Bible are
modest, never speak of themselves, usually suppress
even their own names as authors. The first opening
statement in the Book of Mormon contains the word ““I’’
and ‘‘my’’ some sixteen times in an egotistical way.

The Bible is original, it borrowed from nothing;
Book of Mormon almost wholly borrowed; a large num-
ber of its miracles and its historical incidents are bor-
rowed from the Bible, usually worked over and embel-
lished (?) until their beauty and simplicity are destroyed.

‘The Book of Mormon is modern in its conception
and make-up. A large number of words and express-
ions are found in it wholly of modern origin, proving
beyond the possibility of question that it could not have
been translated from ancient plates. This was also
proved by the existence of thousands of verses quoted
verbatim, and not translated from our English version of
the Bible, and proven by the unquestioned fact that there
were not plates enough all told to furnish material for
one-tenth part of the Book of Mormon. -

The contradictions of the Book of Mormon prove it
to be a fraud. It contradicts itself in ways so foolish and
needless as to prove that its author either had a short
memory or a very little regard for the truth. It flatly
contradicts the Bible in numerous instances. Its types
contradict the types of the Bible. Its statements regard-
ing the Holy Ghost and his work flatly contradict the
statements of the New Testament.

Its peculiar way of writing prophecies proves it to
be a fraud. '

Its large number of very strange and very silly mir-
acles, proves it to be a fraud.

Its wilful and malicious lies prove it to be a fraud.
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The angel that dictated this book has been overand
over again proven to be ignorant, self-conceited, vision-
ary ; given to exageration ; forgetting important matters
of record, and making numberless mistakes.

The God who inspired the book did not know his
own name, forgot to furnish light and ventilation for
Jared's ark ; proved himself as foolish and simple as a
weak, over-indulgent parent in his treatment of his pet
Nephi, and as unreasonable and as cruel and spiteful as
a savage in his dealings with this pet’s opposers.

Friends, a book that has all these serious charges
proven against it cannot be from God.

And yet I am convinced many of you have honestly
accepted this book as the word of God, without the
means or the opportunity of a thorough examination. If
the conclusions reached are correct, I have before me a
company of men and women who have been deceived
into the terrible sin of adding to the word of God, of
placing along side of God's blessed Book, as ##s. 7ival,
the production of a wicked deceiver. With such a spec-
tacle before me, I ought to be moved, profoundly moved,
and so had you.

I beseech you therefor, friends, by all that is sacred
and holy, by all that is precious or desirable in the Christ-
ian’s hope, and by all that is terrible in the loss of the soul,
that you will give yourselves earnestly and prayerfully
to a careful review of this whole question; search the
Scriptures daily to see whether these things are so, and
give yourselves no rest until this all important question
is decided, and decided for eternity.





