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if he once ap:)statlz"s, and thz: mare difficult w1]l it be to win
him to the ;Cross of - Jesus. Christ. Apostates from.Mormon-
ism are more apt to bgcome " athiests than.disciples of Christ,
because of th* immorality and’ h)lkowness of the one religion -
they know anything dbouf I s of infinite 1mportanee, there-
fore, that we get hald of the rising generatipn heré in Utah, the
children, the boys. and gxrls, before they shall havé grown mto o
famlhant) with the more vicious and immense features of Mor-
monism. - How? .1 do not khiow of a, better method 'than thg .
orgamzatlm everywhere, and in’ every. denommatlon and church, -
of societies of Christian Endeavor, with,annuial ot ‘semi-annual * -’

or even quarterIy mter-denommatlonal re- umons “The advan—, el

tages of this'method over a Y oung Men’s Christian. Associa-" .
tion are, 1st that it takes the children at a younger ‘age; and ’
2nd, it does not: interfere with - concentrated denominational
cfforts upon the details’ of fundamental society work _at the
same txme preserving a union of the whole under’ ene organic -
head. . This society is purely’ undenominational, ‘and’ thus may .
be utlhzed by the Jocal church forthe training and salvation of -
the young of both sexes. = The: membership- is' active .and
honorary,—two; classes, the former class composed'of professmg .
Christians, the. latter, of non-professors. Fre'que‘nt .re-unions.
or conventions, especially of the different sociéties: connected
with the different denominations -in the larger- towns, with the
right of neighboring, country societies to” be present,.- would
intensify interest," create’ enthusmsm and. kmdle zeal for the'
work. - . ' »

" Organic union among the chnrches is neither a. probab]e
or deswable result, if .there can be a heartv, spmtual anion so
as to give teal unity of ‘effort : toChristian work along the
the more’ important lines ‘indicated. . Sporadlc efforts in the
direction’ of organic union will ‘probably contlnue, however, as
long as there are sectarians intense and  sanguine enough to™°

\,heve it possible to.convert all other, denommdtlons and ('h‘rls-
tians to their way of thmkmcr and beli ieving. There was a’
time, in' my own experlence, when such a formal union wasa :
hobby with me; but I always EXpected such union to be effected '
on the Congregatlonal basis. ~This was the most general ex-
peetatxon among those who showed their leaning in that dlrec-
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‘tion _at the general Christian’s Conference in Washington last
vear; that is, that an organic union might be effected by all
becoming Baptists, or all becoming Presbyterians, or Metho-
dists, or Episcopalians, or Congregationalists. And this is
the real and unsurmountable obstacle in the way of a formal
union ever bemg effecteds--Every one who advocates it is
ready to recéive concessions, but no one is ready tQ make them,
to any appreciable extent. (Secretary. Powell’s story )-

But after all, it is" the spiritual union that is.desirable.. It.

is pOSSlble for two Conuregatlohal Churches'to be farther apart

in spirit than is a, Congregatlonal and Presbyterlhn ‘or a Metho-

dist and a Baptist chuich. Tt isby one spmt that: we are all‘ Dol
baptized into one body. ‘It is the: one spmt‘ ‘that makes. infer- -

denominatioral cosoperation ‘both practicable’ ‘and- desirable.
It is not the «umiop  service that makes the' church, of. Jesus :
Christ a power in the, earfh,: but the union spmb—the spirit-- -
which subordinates every other consideration to the one pur-
pose of conquering the world to ]esus Christ. "~ And now 1 re-

spectfully 'submit, that it is-too . late.in the day to discuss 'the
practicability of such 'spiritual co-operatlon among the denomi- -

nations. It'is rather a period than an interrogation: point that- -

confronts us. . The «how loses its- 1mportance in the presence
of the fact.. The question of the_heur is-mnot whether sicch
methods’are practlcable but whether we will’ recognize ; and a¢-

cept the situation, or sit, down in “our httleness ‘and narrowness ¢ .

to debaté the truth of ap axiom; whether or no we can safely -
and wisely admit that the sun shmes Never since the’ world ‘
began were there bemg put forth such mxghty and numerous

and’ various mon-sectarian ‘efforts, espemally in behalf of the

children, as at the present time; Sunday School conventlons,' :
Christian Endeavor sometles, Christian’ Associations for the
young men, for young women,and for ‘travling. men; local,

general; state, national, 'and mter—natlondl the vast majorlty ‘of
them- beéing: non-sectarian or- mter—denommanona] are being
héld continually, for the ‘advancement "of the ‘high interests of -
the Kingdom of God. In this hst, too, we must. place ‘the
great special Union Evanglistic. meeting in the larger cities of
this country, as well as England and Scotland, within the past

15 or 20 years Jam’ sure that even the hlStOl‘} of denommatlons.
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themselves will show that they have never so prospered as
since the more complete inauguration of the inier-denomina-
tional feeling or spirit of unity. Certainly, if Dr. Dorchester’s
statistics are at all reliable, the church as a whole has never
witnessed such a period of spiritual as well as numerical pros-
perity as since the incoming of the present century.

Finally, brethren, I bescech you in Christ’s stead, let us
do everything in His sweet power. Let us invoke the pres-
ence and power of the Holy Ghost in the church. He does
not forbid denominational energy and zeal, but denominational
narrowness and littleness. He does not say I shall not work
in my own church and. denomination, but that I must not limit
myself in that. «If we live in the spirit, let us walk m tne
spirit,” and forbid no man «because he followeth not us.” If
the world is to be conquered, if truth and beauty are to win the
day, if life and light are ever to vanquish death and darkness,
it w.ll be by the power of God, rather then by the wisdom and
prudence of men; by committing all the work of life and all
the work of the church into the hands of the spirit of the Liv-
ing God. This makes it God’s work, and not our work. As
many, we are weak; as one, we are mvincible, terrible as an
army with banners. Our Captain is faithful and true, and in
righteousness He doeth judge and make war. Let us take
heart, then, and go forward, not as many, but as one in Jesus
Christ. Let us remember that the magnitude of the work to
which we have been called is the measure of God’s confidence
in us. He has not sent us forth along hazardous ways, to the
accomplishment of difficult tasks, without the promise : “Lo,
[ am with you even unto the end.” If our faith is in Christ,
we shall not be moved. The gatesof hell shall prevail against
us. If the way be long and steep and difficult of ascent, we
must pray the more, commune the oftener, and trust the more
implicitly. If it is dark, remember <“the darkness and the
light are both alike to Him.” Moreover, hath not the Master
said: «I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”
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THE STEADY PREACHING OF A LIVING GOSPEL
BY THE DAILY LIFE OF CHRISTIANS.

- »
REV. F BARNETT.

Dear Friends:—I hesitate to break the spell and impres-
sion produced by the brother who has preceded me. I could
sit with delight under that impression and not say a word, but
I am reminded by my subject that there is in this great Chris-
tian idea nothing more than sentiment and meditation. I am
reminded that there is a practical and active side, and that he
who would give evidence of a reality, must see to it that he is
not a mere dreamer in religion.

There is an old adage that “the proof of the pudding is
in the eating,” not in what the cook shall promise, but in what
he shall produce. What is true of the pudding is true ‘of
religion, not in the proclamation of the gospel, but in the
character it builds is the evidence of its genuineness. The
utterance of our Lord abides true: «By their fruits ye shall
know them.” Not long since, in my pastoral work, I chanced
to call upon an old lady who for long years had been a mem-
ber of the Mormon church. In the course of conversation the
hope of the soul was spoken of, and the distinction made be-
tween men and principle. She thought to defend herself and
her system by making such distinction. A most excellent
distinction to make, but a little looking into the subject
made it clear that the principles were at fault, and made the
men what they were; and that in that, as in every other thing,
the character of the fruit declared the character of the tree.
She said that polygamy was right, if rightly used. «But,” said
1, «the better the man and his first wife are, the harder it is
for their mutual love to be divided; and so the nearer they
follow the commands of God, and the highest ideals of life, the
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L4
sware ATetihod T omases thelr Dves
bty (;m(ilr:.a.:: (}f)f. s command’
ole thal prodiic- 3otk revits. Itis a spurio
makes men worse a proportion % the heariiness wizh whilx
:f‘.l:}’ embrace it.

All the world generaliv needs character as the proof -7
seligion.  Especiaily s it true in Utan.  The people of Utan
hasv e heard so mudk preaching and 0 many theories advanced.
and have Seen so littie Christian character and integrity of Kel
that they distrust all prociamation of the gospel. no matter
how reasonable. | have heard more of religion. and seen less
of genuine piety n Utah during the last three vears. than in
all my life before, and men have become to think that there is
no sincerity in speech. and almost that life is a Lie.  Not long
since | sat down at the table of a hotel. The waiter handed me
the biil of fare; a long paper with a Iist of a great variety of
dishes. The names of some 1 could read and some I could
‘not. Being a little cunons to Know what certain dishes were.
I asked, by pointing out for such and such dishes. The waiter
told me that they were out of that article: then I asked for
another, and he said- it. was not the season for it. And so it
turned out for every name that I"was not familiar with. At
last I asked him to bring some steak and potatoes. In a little
while he had them on the table, and they were good. I ate
" them with a relish, judging the hotel more by what the table
furnished than by what the bill of fare promised. If I wanted
steak and potatocs | would seek that hotel again, but if I
wanted some French . dxsh that I cou.ld not name I should go
elsewhere.

+ The people of this Terntor) have had given them a long
bill of fare of religious dlshcs, and the most of them, like my-
sclf, being a little- curious, have called for all these dishes,
which were strange to thém, such as modern revelation, the
working of miracles, signs, wonders, gift of tongues, the

beauties of Zion, the holiness of her people, etc., etc. But .

when they came to sit down at ‘the table, the proprietor was
out of the articles named, or it was not the season for them,
and the man has had to come to steak and potatoes. Some-
times he has not been able to obtain even these. H= goes out

P
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from that hotel, judging it by its table rather than, by 1fs b111
of fare; and very often he has a poor opmlon of the “hotel,
and what is worse,.he begins to think all hotels alike.

Until the truth so lays hold of a man as to mold his life
into something consistent with his profession, men will be skep-
tical.

When the late president of the church was over in the old
world he preached a fair doctrine, but when he returned to
Utah his conduct belied his words. Men were attracted by
the preaching; but disgusted with the living. And so much
more significant to them was the living than the preaching,
that the former vitiated the latter and both were re]gcted
Character is what Utah needs. I have read in the Z77bune of
what the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce intended to
do,— to buy up a whole block, pull down all the shanties,
and in their place erect an edifice to cost a half million dollars,
an imposing structure to adorn.the town. Do they mean to
do it? I do not know yet. You do not. I suppose all this is
necessary to get the thing worked up. But when they shall
go'down to Nephi and bring car load after car load of that
beautiful white marble and unload-it.in a block of this city,

‘and one or two hundred men shall go to work to pull down the
shanties and dig for the foundation, and then in story after
story shall go up that talked of building into beauty and
grandeur, then the citizens of this city will begin to think that
the Chamber of Commerce have somethiag substantial. And
when they speak again, they will be believed.
. So, my friends, we hear much about religion, and what it
will do in this Territory. But what the Territory wants to see
is marble and granite characters, that tower in beauty and
grandeur, and stand as the constant testimony that truth is
vital, and powerful, and substantial. We need living more
. than preaching, and when we have this, the day of redemption
is at pand for Utah.
he other evening I stood upon the corner and looked
down the street. I saw coming in the distance a husband and
wife, a grown up son and two grown up daughters, all mem-
bers of the church, also two little girls and a babe, carried by
the father; the eight were leisurly walking along in the quiet
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of the evening on their way to the house of prayer, after a
hard day’s toil. They had found time and disposition to wor-
ship their God; and I thought, as I saw them come on their
way, that from their house to the sanctuary they had told
more by their example of the gospel’s power than I could tell
from the pulpit in a hundred years. Such is the power of
concrete truth.

There is given us an account of twelve men being sent to
spy out and explore a certain promised country. In their
search they met some difficulties, but the country was a
wonderfully productive country. To prove it one of them cut
a cluster of grapes, and hung it over a stick, and then rested
each end of the stick upon the shoulder of a man, so they
carried it back to their people. Ten of the spies were more im-
pressed with the difficulties in the way of possession than
the way of excellencies of the land, and when they came to
give in their report, they made a strong case against going up
to possess it. So glib were their tongues, that with enthusi-
asm they carried the people. Let us hear the minority report;
only two to present it: “We came unto the land whither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey. Let
us go up at once and possess it, for we are abundantly able.”
But the people cried out in sorrow: “would God that we had -
died out in the wilderness.” The ten are too much for two.
But the two came forward, bearing the stick, carrying that
one cluster which almost drags the ground, and triumphantly
they exclaim, “and this is the fruit of it.” Two men and one
cluster is more than a match for the ten without the cluster.
The product of the land prevailed with Israel, and the people
went up and did possess the land. So to-day, one healed life,
one sterling Christian character, is worth far more than ten
sermons, no matter how eloquent.

One beautiful feature of this meeting has been its har-
mony and unity of spirit. We have sat and listened with
much pleasure to what has been said, and the manner of say-
ing it. But we are brought face to face with a greater thing
than sitting and musing and thinking and enjoying. As we
are abeut to adjourn, there is immediately before as the prac-
tical side of Christian truth, and living it. God help us all to
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go home and fill our mission in this line—alike for the pulpit
and the pen, and ere long we shall rejoice together in Utah’s
redemption.

ENCOURAGEMENTS FOR THE FUTURE.

ADDRESS BY THE REV. J. BRAINERD THRALL.

In listening to the earnest and often eloquent words of
this Convention, I have gained a new and grateful conception
of the essential and representative strength of the Christian
forces already occupying this field, and I shall return to my
own work with fresh courage born of the sense of a large and
faithful comradeship.

The pleasing task has been assigned me of closing our
discussions with words of encouragement for the future, but in
so doing I have no rose-colored view to present. Indeed, the
burden of this Convention has been—and this burden was
foreshadowed in the words of the call by which we were sum-
moned together—that we are in the midst of a great warfare,
and the battle is but just fairly begun.

The difficulties of the situation, the obstacles which Chris-
tian civilization has to encounter throughout the entire West
of America, it is well nigh impossible to exaggerate. Some
of these are broached in your speeches and papers; others,
which remain unmentioned, are nevertheless presumed. ".

The great underlying obstacle which evervwherc con-
fronts us is the fact of universal evil, and the peculiar perils
to our western civilization which we have been discussing are
only some of its local manifestations.

But it is also to be remembered that we, who find our-
selves face to face with these peculiar perils, are only a small,
if somewhat detached, division of that great army which is en-
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gaged in battling dowa this universal evil. Th: monster is
hydra-headed, but there is a Hezrcules aad a stout club for
every head.

The old- mythologital idea of a universal duahcm was at
bottom true. The Christian view differs only in its interpre-
tation of this idea. Our Norse ancestors believed that the
long conflict between good and evil would culminate at last in
a battle between their representative deities, and that all
would end in a final cataclvsm-—a universal destruction, the
“twilight of the Gods.” The Christian view is at once nobler
and broader. Christ taught His desciples that, although the
warfare between good and evil is to be fierce and long, the
good is sure to triumph at last. The Kingdom of God is to
become the universal Kingdom. Temporaryv defeat, like back
eddies in a mountain torrent, sweeps into and swells the per-
manent victory, for

“Ever the Right comes uppermost,
And ever is justice done.”

Yes, it is a great fight in which we are enlisted, but even-
this unmitigated fact affords its own stimulus. Simply because
this is a great fight, there is no possioility of honorable retreat.
The very inexorableness of the warfare steels our hearts
and nerves our hands. When God wants to bring out all
there is in a man, He details him for special and difficult ser-
vice.  When He wishes to train a people and prepare them
for Canaan, He sends them through the wilderness. If any of
vou find your work growing more perplexing, your pathway
more desolate, if you have wondered that your feet are not set
in a large place, and that reinforcements are delayed, you will
not forget that critical battles are sometimes fought, not on
wide plains where armies may encamp, but in mountain passes
where a "handful of brave men can keep a host at bay. If the
mountain pass in which you are stationed grows narrower and
more broken as you advance, before you lies Thermopylae
and a people’s destiny is behind you. You are in the fore-front
of the battle; that is all.

This Convention seems to me a council of war, and some-
thing more than that; a review of troops, and something more
than that. It is-a general reconnoitre. Your discussions show
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that you know the strength and position of the enemies of
Christian civilization in the West. A foreign immigration
too rapid for perfect assimilation; an exaggerated and unsancti-
fied individualism a'ready verging toward lawlessness and an-
archy; the growing arrogance of the liquor traffic and the
%x;eadmg plague of mtemperance the social evil and the seven
ér' devils'that' house in cities; religious formalism void of the
spirit of self-sacrifice in the chuirehes: the decay of reverence,
and the popular disregard for thosé institutions:which have
been the moral safe-guard of o6ur country in its youth; uncon-
secrated wealth "and the love of luxury; dire poverty and the
evils which follow in its train; the symptoms of a coming con-
flict between Capital and Labor; and last, but in a local
sense not’ least, the cast-iron social system of Utah, with its
abuses of opportunity, perversmns of truth and popular tyran-
nies.

.To all this, if we may trust a friendly, but observant and
unsparing English critic, Mr. Matthew Arnold, should be ad-
ded the unlimited confidence of Americans that they are the
chosen of the earth, the favorites of Heaven, and that their
destiny is sure to be one of progressive success.

All this rehearsed, and the worst is hardly told. But gran-

ted the untold worst, yet the miracle of good is greater than the
miracle of evil. 'You remember that when the King of Syria
sent horses and chariots and a great host to take the city -in
which Elisha dwelt,  Elisha’s servant exclaimed, «Alas, my
Master! how shall we do?” But'the prophet answered “«Fear
not; for they that bt with ‘us are more than they that be with
them.” And he said, «Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he
may see. ” «fnd the Lord operfed the eyes of thé young man,
and he saw: and, behold, the mountam was full of horses and
chariots round about Elisha.”
, If the vision of the seér were ours, wou]d not the very
" mountains that hem our vision, isolating us from the great
world and making ours seem a mission peculiar and apart, be
seen to be full of horses and chariots? When shall we be able
to say: “For we look not on the things which are seen, but
on the things which are unseen?”

Invisible allies! How entirely dependent upon them are

s
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we, ‘and yet how little we realize their presence and their
power!

. One with God is always a majority. “All things work to™
gether for good,” said a German optimist to good Professor
Tholuck, at the univesity of Halle. «Yes,” was the gentle
reply, «“but you omitted the most important part of the verse,
«7o them that lovec God.’” The very elements conspire to help
those who are themselves co-workers with the highest purpos-
es of the eternal. Even hindrances, since they deepen and in-
tensify the conflict, may serve inthe longrun, by a kind of moral
reaction, to enhance the final victory. For example, the very
extremity of the social abuses of Mormonism which you have

depicted, and the absurdity of its religious claims, will, when

the system falls, weigh upon it like stones to crush its life.
The very anti-Americanism of its doctrines and practices will
cause it to fall more completely asunder. There is a chained
Samson in every palace of Wrong, and one day he will bow
himself upon its pillars. The perils to civilization through-
out this country are doubtless very great, and we do well to
realize them, but they are not too great for God. They are
sown thick with the seeds of their own destruction. God
smites organized evil with blindness as He smote the hosts of
Syria. Cunning, self-seeking and malice are short-sighted as
moles. They build on the sand without a lasting principle to
support them. They build for a day only, not for an eternal
destiny. Their temporary success is the foundation of their
ultimate failure. «I have seen the wicked in great power, and
spreading himself like a green bay tree; yet he passed away,
and, lo, he was not; yea, I sought him, but he could not be
found.” But to the soldier who battles for the Right the steep
and stony path becomes a fortress, temporary defeat enhances

the final victory, while invisible allies surround him on every
hand.

Unseen allies are to-day pouring through every defile and
down every canyon of these Wasatch mountains. Let us see!
First, there is the interest of our fellow-countrymen and true
souls everywhere. Standing here to day we seem to oursei-
ves few and weak. but in reality we represent many million
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disciples of Christ in this country alone, whose hearts and
hopes and prayers and tears are all with us.

Again, there is the wave of outside. c1v111zat10n, which,
moved by an unseen but irresistible impulse, is steadily rollmg
this. way. The dsvisum imperium between civilization and
barbarism in this locality is already a thing of the past. The
battle so long waged at a distance is destined soon to become
a hand to hand conflict, and who can doubt as to the final issue
when the Cross meets the Crescent in a tug of war.

The Home must conquer the Harem. The eye of capi-
tal, almost omniscient and altogether prescient, has spied out
this land. It is even now watching us from the summits of
these mountains, both east and west, and in a few short years
will have pushed other questions to the front than some of
these which now perplex us. .

Another invisible ally is the divine element in human na-
ture. Hidden away, covered up beneath inherited tendencies
to evil, yet it lives, and, when set at liberty by the Cbrist, will
rise in its might and drive its enemies before it. Let us hate
sin, and fight down organized wickedness, but let us never lose
our faith in the vitality of that divine spark within the souls of
men ior whom Christ died.

Besides, our cause is allied with the natural workings of
Time and Change. To the eye of an astronomer the re-
lations of the planets are not the same from day to day. Six
months suffice to alter the entire aspect of the Copernican sys-
tem,—the result of forces invisible and intangible. The social
world revolves, the social planets are bowling onward. No
human eye may note their progress, no human hand direct them,
but the spiritual heavens are constantly changing, and the
history of civilized mankind continually records the fact that to-
day is not as yesterday, nor-to-morrow as to-day.

In concentrating our energies. and fixing our attentlon
upon the little details of our own circumscribed life, we too of-
ten forget the measureless forces, silent, slow and unobtrusive,
from which our rapid, noisy energies are derived. Go into
the motor room of a great factory. See how slowly, steadily
and almost noiselessly, the ponderous fly-wheel of the Corliss
engine doesits work. Now enter the work-shop. Here all
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is noise and rapid motion, and these flying spindles and clatter-
ing stamps are two much occupied with themselves to think
of the great, quiet power just beyond that blind wall..

The jeweler examining through a magnifying glass the
minute mechanism of a watch has no time to think how his
trade rests in that great cosmical source of light which glows
again insun and stars, and is reflected from dull planets as
from the surface of a polished mirror. We walk the earth,
we lay us down in peace and sleep, and we forget the attraction
of gravitation, which, while binding the universe together,
lends surety to ourevery foot-step and gives our slumbermg
body its stillness and repose.

Brethren, we are co-workers with mighty agencies, cos-
mical forces, the elemental powers of the physical and spiritual
worlds. And as the fabled warrior, exhausted by fighting,
stooped now and then and touched his mother earth for
strength, so have we paused in the midst of the battle, and let
us stoopand touch the source of our power forrenewed strength.

But our greatest invisible ally is the Spirit of God. “No
man hath seen God at any time,” but on every hand, close up
to us and within us, is the Presence of the / Am. You know
that when Moses asked God, that he might receive some spe-
cial token of authority to present to the Children of Israel, the
reply came, &Go, tell the children of Israel 7 A hath sent me
unto you.” For true courage, it is necessary that the soldier
should be either actually engaged or else inspired with a broad
view of the contest. So the Soldiers of the Cross must either
get into some critical episode, very near the end perhaps, or
else back by the side of Him who sees the end from the be-
ginning. The end is not yet. Let us trv to take our stand
with God, with Providence, with the spirit of History. Time
and sface are cur field, the plan of the camraign has teen laid
in the Will of the Eternal, and with such a cause and such sup-
port, ccurage wells up like a fcuntain frcm deep sources.

This warfare of Christian civilizat'on is not ended with
a charge, a battle or a campaign. Both internal ard external
forces are at work upon humanity, like those which raised
these mountains and afterwards spread abroad this fertile val-
ley. There is first the period of upheaval; the granite moun-
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tains rise rugged, sterile, impenetrable. Then the slow ero-
sion; civilization does its gradual work,—the rain, the wind,.
the frost, the flood,—the rock flows down in rivers of silt.
Another thousand years—one of God’s days—and the valiey
is green and teeming with life. It matters little to which of
these epochs we belong, if only we walk with God.

Perhaps the worst is yet to come. Perhaps the worst
fears of alarmists are to be realized. To-day we see a modern
migration of Nations; to-morrow it may appear like another
invasion of the Goths and Vandals, and the day following may
come another Alaric, the scourge of God. For a thorough
and lasting reform, it may be necessary that the people should
taste the dregs of sin; that men and women should be thor-
oughly alarmed by threatened social degeneracy, and that
then the great decisive battle should be fought, greater and
more decisive than any of the fifteen which Creasy describes,
—a struggle for the supremacy, possibly for the very survival
of law and order, of morality, religious liberty, and our nation-
al institutions. Great wars and great reformations have al-
ways issued upon a long period of preparation, and often of
degeneracy and seeming defeat.

We stand evidently on the threshold of great social
changes. But a man ought to be willing to stand anywhere
by the side of his God, and the coming of the Kingdom must
continue to be a cosmical work until the New Jerusalem shall
descend from Heaven, and the spiritual reign begin. If, then,
before that time arrives, it should fall to us to drink the cup of
bitterness to the dregs, in the place of Esculapius we have
Christ, and to Him we can throw out the last drop as a tribute
—a tribute to Him who’shall restore all things to a condition
of health. )

We are opposed by strongly organized evil; so were the
early disciples. «For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against Principalities and Powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world; against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” Organized evil, like the Roman Empire, when
broken, goes to pieces the more completely. If it require a
larger blast its destruction is the more memorable. You re-
member that there was, until within a few years, a serious ob-





