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to many, and bring on a civil war that would drench
Hancock County in blood, lay the Mormon capital
in ashes, and drive the church an outcast from the
region that only a few years before had opened arms
and given it welcome. There was but one possible
course—to wait with such hope and courage as could
be summoned, for whatever punishment or deliver-
ance fate might already have set upon its way.

Of those closing hours, Apostle John Taylor, who
was present, has written an account,* which may be
taken as true, so far as it relates to matters uncon-
nected with the purposes or actions of the foes out-
side. “I do not remember,” he declares, “ the names
of all who were with us that night and the next
morning in jail, for several went and came.....
There was also a great variety of conversation, which
was rather desultory than otherwise, and referred to
circumstances that had transpired; our former and
present grievances; the spirit of the troops around
us, and the disposition of the Governor; the devising
of legal and other plauns for deliverance; the nature
of testimony required ; the gathering of proper wit-
nesses; and a variety of other topics. . . . . At .
another time while conversing about deliverance, 1
said, ‘ Brother Joseph, if you will permit it and say
the word, I will have you out of this prison in five
hours, if the jail has to come down to do it.” My
idea was to go to Nauvoo, and collect a force
sufficient, as I considered the whole affair a legal farce,
and a flagrant outrage upon our liberty and rights.
Brother Joseph refused. Elder Cyrus Wheelock came

* *“The Martyrdom of Joseph Smith.” By Apostle John Taylor,
This whole story is reprinted in ‘‘ The City of the Saints,” p. 517.
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in to see us, and when he was about leaving drew a
small pistol, a six-shooter, from his pocket, remarking
at the same time, ‘ Would any of you like to have
this?’ . Brother Joseph immediately replied, ‘Yes,
give it to me’; whereupon he took the pistol, and
put it in his pantaloons pocket. . . . . The report of
the Governor having gone to Nauvoo without taking
the prisoners along with him caused very unpleasant
feelings, as we were apprised that we were left to
the tender mercies of the Carthage Grays, a com-
pany strictly mobocratic, and whom we knew to be
-our most deadly enemies. . ... Some time after
dinner we sent for some wine. It has been reported
by some that this was taken as a sacrament. It was
no such thing; our spirits were generally dull and
heavy, and it was sent for to revive us. I believe we
all drank of the wine, and gave some to one or two
of the prison guards. We all of us felt unusually
dull and languid, with a remarkable depression of
spirits. In consonance with those feelings I sang
the following song, that had lately been introduced
into Nauvoo, entitled ‘A Poor Wayfaring Man of
Grief ":
A poor wayfaring man of grief,
Hath often crossed me on my way,

Who sued so humbly for relief
That I could never answer nay.

I had not power to ask his name,
Whither he went, or whence he came ;
Yet there was something in his eye
That won my love, I know not why.

Then in a moment to my view
The stranger started from disguise ;
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The tokens in his hands I knew ;
The Saviour stood before mine eyes.

He spake—and my poor name he named—
¢ Of me thou hast not been ashamed ;
These deeds shall thy memorial be ;
Fear not ; thou didst them unto me.’”

“The song,” continues Taylor, “is pathetic, and
the tune quite plaintive, and was very much in
accordance with our feelings at the time, for our
spirits were all depressed, dull, and gloomy, and sur-
charged with indefinite ominous forebodings. After
a lapse of some time, Brother Hyrum requested
me again to sing that song. I replied, ¢ Brother
Hyrum, I do not feel like singing’; when he re-
marked, ‘Oh! never mind ; commence singing, and
you will get the spirit of it.” At his request I did so.
Soon afterward I was sitting at one of the front
windows of the jail, when I saw a number of men,
with painted faces, coming round the corner of the
. jail, and aiming toward the stairs.”

The Apostle’s description of the attack is vivid,
and does not materially differ from those already
given. As Hyrum fell he cried, “ I am a dead man,”
and spoke and moved no more. As he fell Joseph
leaned over him, and in tones of deep and sad sym-
pathy exclaimed, “Oh! my poor, dear brother Hy-
rum!” “ While I was engaged in parrying the guns,”
his narration continues, “ Brother Joseph said, ¢ That's
right, Brother Taylor; parry them off as well as you
can.’ These were the last words I ever heard him
speak on earth.”

Their work of murder completed, the assassins left
the town and made haste to Warsaw and other points
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from whence they came. The people of Carthage
waited in silent fear for the sudden vengeance they
were sure would befall them from Nauvoo. But it
came not. The blow had fallen with such force that
every emotion except grief and apprehension was
driven from the minds of the Mormons, who pre-
pared to receive their dead with such honors as be-
fitted their rank in the church. The Legion stood
under arms from ten in the morning until three in
the afternoon, when the funeral cortége appeared on
the Carthage road and was escorted to the Mansion
House, amid lamentation and weeping from the
thousands who believed that Joseph had been in truth
a prophet of the Lord, who had now sealed his mis-
sion in his blood. An oration was pronounced by
Dr. Richards, while addresses were delivered by
others who counselled peace, and asked their hearers
to leave vengeance to God alone, and trust that in
His hands justice would at last be done.

Even the lifeless body of the fallen Prophet could
not escape the ambition of the leaders of the church,
nor be safe from the sacrilege of those who had pur-
sued him with such relentless purpose to the death.
“The interment of the mortal remains of the Prophet
and the Patriarch was attended to with proper so-
lemnity,” we are told on authority, to which, for many
years, the Mormon records were open,* “and a sor-
rowing multitude accompanied the mourners to the
burial-place; but there was a sequel to the public
services which the people never knew. The bodies
of Joseph and Hyrum were not in that funeral pro-

* ¢ Rocky Mountain Saints,” p. 174. Its author, T. B. H. Sten-
house, was for twenty-five years a Mormon Elder and missionary.
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cession ; they were reserved for private interment.
It was believed that sacred as the tomb is always con-
sidered to be, there were persons capable of rifling
the grave in order to obtain the head of the murdered
Prophet for the purpose of exhibiting it, or placing
it in some phrenological museum—the skull of Joseph
Smith was worth money. This apprehension, in
point of fact, proved true, for the .place where the
bodies were supposed to be buried was disturbed
the night after the interment. The coffins had been
filled with stones, etc., to about the weight which the
bodies would have been. The remains of the two
brothers were then secretly buried the same night
by a chosen few, in the vaults beneath the temple.
The ground was then levelled, and pieces of rock and
other débris were scattered carelessly over the spot.
But even this was not considered a sufficient safe-
guard against any violation of the dead, and on the
following night a still more select number exhumed
the remains, and buried them beneath the pathway
behind the Mansion House. The bricks which formed
the pathway were carefully replaced, and the earth
removed was carried away in sacks and thrown into
the Mississippi. If this last statement is true, the
bodies must have been removed a third time, as,
since writing the above, the author has it on un-
questionable authority that they now repose in quite
a different place. Brigham Young has endeavored to
obtain possession of the remains of the Prophet, that
they might be interred beneath the temple at Salt
I.ake. It is stated by Brigham, that Joseph, like the
son of Jacob, made the request that the Saints when
they went to the Rocky Mountains should carry his
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bones with them. The family of Joseph maintain
that the Prophet never expressed any such desire,
but said very much to the contrary. It is affirmed
that previous to Joseph's death, he predicted that
the church would be scattered, and saw that the time
might come when Brigham Young would lead the
church; and that if he did, he would lead it to per-
dition. He told his wife, Emma, to remain at Nau-
voo, or if she left, to go to Kirtland, and not to fol-
low any faction. To have given the bones into Brig-
ham'’s charge would have been to confirm the Saints
in the Rocky Mountain Zion, to which the Smith
family are decidedly opposed. The remains of the
martyrs are destined for Zion in Missouri.”

With the death of Joseph Smith, the initial era of
Mormonism may be said to have come to an end.
The strong hand with which Brigham Young put
aside all claimants for the succession; relegated the
Prophet’s son and brothers to inferior places in the
church; gave Sidney Rigdon over to excommuni-
cation and the mercy of Satan, and took matters into
his own control and saved the church from disin-
tegration and extinction; the season of peace that
for a time fell upon Nauvoo; the yet greater storm
by which it was followed; the final expulsion; the
sad and weary pilgrimage across the plains; and the
undreamed-of power and glory of after-days,—*
these are moving scenes in this great drama of a false
religious growth, but do not belong to that inceptive
epoch that has been chronicled herein.

Those who sought to destroy Mormonism by the

* Appendix E.

r— —
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cowardly attack on Carthage jail, gave it a far more
powerful ally than Rigdon, or Young, or Smith him-
self could have given it.in decades of missionary
preaching. The halo of a martyrdom had descended
upon it; and of all the works performed by Joseph
Smith for the system of which he was the foundation
and the head, none could reach even a portion of the
power, and influence, and vitalizing force that lay in
the legacy of his bloody death.



XII.
THE SCATTERED FLOCK.

HEN Sidney Rigdon found himself cast out of
the fold, and given officially over to the buffet-
ings of Satan for a thousand years, that once-power-
ful leader gathered about him such as would heed his
call, apd led them eastward-to Pennsylvania, where he
made a vain attempt to found a church of which he
should be the spiritual and temporal head ; but they
fell from him one by one, some going into the orthodox
churches, some into infidelity and others back to the
fold of which Young had become shepherd. William
Smith, the Prophet’s brother, piloted a few to North-
ern Illinois ; Elder Brewster gathered a group of strag-
glers in Western Iowa; Bishop Heddrick, a like fol-
lowing in Missouri; and Bishop Cutler, in Northern
Iowa; but leadership, opportunity, and money were
wanting, and all came to naught. Lyman Wight was
followed to Texas by a company of some size. The
authority of Young was recognized until the promul-
gation of polygamy, when it was repudiated ; and on
Wight’s death the faction went slowly to pieces.
Joseph Smith, the eldest son of the Prophet, re-
mained with his mother at Nauvoo after the exodus
of the main body of the church to the West. In
1851, a number who had scattered through Iowa,
Illinois, and Missouri, gathered in solemn conclave,
and made formal declaration that they had been in-
(254)
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structed in a revelation from God to refuse the leader-
ship of Young, who was.not the ‘“divinely appointed
and legitimate successor of Joseph Smith, and as
being the promulgator of such false doctrines as
polygamy, Adam-God worship, and the right to shed
the blood of apostates.” No special result followed
this gathering, until in 1860, when the Joseph Smith
of the third generation became president of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day
Saints—the name officially adopted. The old temple
at Kirtland came recently under control of the or-
ganization,* and after repairs and renovation, wit-

* By the courtesy of Harley Barnes, Esq., of Painesville, the seat
of Lake County, in which Kirtland is situated, I am able to furnish
the following brief account of the fortunes of the old temple. The
temple property, consisting of the building and nearly two acres
of land, was conveyed to Joseph Smith, Jr., as president of the
church, on May s, 1834 ; and again by deed dated January 4, 1837,
the former deed being considered illegal. It was again deeded
April 10, 1837, by Smith to William Marks, and on February 11,
1841, by said Marks, to Smith as sole trustee in trust for the
church., It was next ordered sold by the Probate Court of Lake
County, on application of Henry Holcomb, administrator of Joseph
Smith, then deceased, for the payment of the decedent’s debts.
The property was sold under this order to William L. Perkins, on
April 19, 1862. On the same day it was conveyed by Mr. Perkins
to Russel Huntley. On February 17, 1873, Mr. Huntley conveyed
it to Joseph Smith (the president of the Reorganized Church) and
Mark H. Forscutt, both of Plano, Illinois. On August 18, 1879,
an action was commenced in the Lake County Common Pleas
Court by the Reorganized Church, against Lucius Williams, Sarah
F. Videon, Joseph Smith, Mark H. Forscutt, ‘‘ The Church in Utah
of which John Taylor is president, and commonly known as the
Mormon Church,” and * John Taylor, president of said Utah
Church "—a proceeding to quiet title and obtain legal possession of
the temple property. No defense was made ; and on February 23,
1880, Judge L. S. Sherman delivered a decision in which he dc-



256 Early Days of Mormonism.

nessed, on April 6, 1883, a grand reunion of Mormon
pilgrims, from the West and elsewhere. The organ-
ization and government of the Reorganized Church
are patterned after those of the early days; while
polygamy is specially condemned as a joint device of
Satan and Brigham Young. “We number,” wrote
President Smith, under date of Lamoni, Iowa, De-
cember 15, 1884,* “approximately 18,000, and are
scattered from Maine to New Mexico, Oregon to Flor-
ida; some in England, Wales, Denmark, and Aus-
tralia, and Society Islands. Our largest numbers are
in Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Nebraska, Kansas, Cali-
fornia, and Utah, respectively. We have maintained

clared that * The Church in Utah, the defendant, of which John
Taylor is president, has materially and largely departed from the
faith, doctrines, laws, ordinances, and usages of said original
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and has incorporated
into its system of faith the doctrineés of Celestial Marriage and a
plurality of wives, and the doctrine of Adam-God worship, contrary
to the laws and constitution of said original Church”; and the court
further found that the plaintiff, the Reorganized Church, was *‘ the
true and lawful continuation of and successor to,” the said original
church ; and was, in law, entitled to * all its rights and property.”
The sale ordered by the Probate Court, above described, was there-
fore declared to have been illegally made, and the title declared to
be *‘vested in the heirs of said Joseph Smith, in trust for the legal
successor of said original church.”

* ¢« A Solution of the Mormon Problem.” By John Codman,”
New York, 1885, p. 23.

+ Mr. H. A. Stebbins, secretary and recorder of the Reorganized
Church, in answer to a request for information on the part of the
author, writes, under date of Lamoni, Iowa, February 21, 1888, that
at this date there are upon the-church records the names of between
twenty and twenty-one thousand members, who, with others in
various parts of the country not thus recorded, will bring the mem-
bership up to a total of from twenty-two to twenty-five thousand.
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a mission in Utah since 1863, with from one to a
dozen men there. We number between 800 and 1,000
in Utah. There are members in Idaho, Montana,
Colorado, and Arizona. We have been persistent to
the extent of our means [to win Mormons from po-
lygamy], and have kept from two to five elders in
the missionary field in Utah for the last five years.”

Among those who attempted to wear the mantle
of the Prophet, in the troubled days of 1844, was
James Jesse Strang, whose subsequent “Mormon
Kingdom,” on the Beaver Islands of Lake Michigan,
has become one of the strange and unique things of
American history. This remarkable episode of Mor-
monism has been overlooked in the larger and more
important operations of Salt Lake; yet in interest
and romance it cannot be surpassed by any -act in
that great drama of ambition and superstition. The
following account * of this bold attempt and early fail-
ure to found a kingdom on American soil, is well
worth reproduction in this connection:

“Far out in the deep blue waters of Lake Michigan,
about forty-five miles from the Straits of Mackinac,
stands Big Beaver Island, the largest of a scattering
group, famous for having been the seat of an heretical
sort of autocracy, styling itself the Kingdom of the
Mormons, ruled over by a potentate designated as
King Strang. Although the rise and progress of this
kingdom, its final downfall and the expulsion of its
people from the island was an eventful and a woeful
chapter in the annals of the polygamous sect, one
might read whole libraries of Mormon literature with-

* ¢“An American Kingdom of Mormons.” By F. D. Leslie;
in Magasine of Western History, of Cleveland ; April, 1886, p. 645.

L4
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“out learning that such an institution ever existed.
This discrepancy or omission in Mormon history is
due to an antagonism which sprang up between
Strang and Brigham Young, completely alienating
the one from the other. James Jesse Strang received
his appointment as elder from Joseph Smith, founder
of the faith, March 3, 1844, only one week after his
baptism into the communion of the Mormon Church,
and was, on June 1gth following, vested with authority
to establish a branch nucleus at his home in Burling-
ton, Wisconsin. Joseph Smith having been mobbed
and murdered at Carthage jail, June 27th of the same
year, Strang, although less than five months a mem-
ber of the Mormon Church, advanced his claims to the
mantle of the martyred leader and pushed them with
vigor. His principal title was an ambiguous clause
in the letter of Smith clothing him with the powers
referred to, which he readily construed into a decla-
ration nominating himself as the prelate’s successor

.in case that dignitary should succumb to the ominous
dangers then threatening him. . . . . According to
the will of God revealed to Joseph Smith, Strang
gathered up his votaries and planted a Stake of Zion
on White River, Wisconsin, naming the place Voree,
now known as Spring Prairie. A Mormon organ, en-
titled the Voree Herald, was started and schools were
established, the community living in common. As
Smith had done before him, the Prophet now pro-
ceeded to fortify himself in his position by publishing
feigned interviews with God and bringing forth tables
from the earth bearing what he claimed to be divinely
inspired inscriptions. Eighteen metallic slabs, curi-
ously carved, which Strang pretended to have dis-
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covered in the banks of the White River, he chris-
tened Plates of Laban. It was claimed with the
most positive and solemn assurance that they were
written before the Babylonian captivity. Strang’s
divine library consisted of the Bible, recognized as
the supreme authority, the Book of the Law of the
Lord, composed of the Prophet’s translations of the
characters on the Plates of Laban; the Book of Mor-
mon and Smith’s Book of Doctrines and Covenants.
“Such was the prosperity of th&8 community that
its founder conceived the idea of permanently estab-
lishing and perpetuating the happiness of the sect by
planting a kingdom on Big Beaver Island, where his
people would be further removed from the ¢ invidious
Gentiles,” and where his acts would not be so openly
visible to the eyes of the authorities. This plan was
carried into execution in 1847. And without license,
reason, or excuse, and in open defiance of the law,
Strang proclaimed himself king. The Voree Herald
was issued as the Northern Islander, under the editor-
ship of the king. A well-equipped printing-house
was established, and for a time a daily edition of the
_Islander was published. Having settled his people
on the island, where his policy could be carried out
to better advantage than in the midst of hampering .
‘Gentiles, Strang assiduously directed his entire atten-
tion to the government of his kingdom. His au-
thqrity was supreme. His commands were not given
as a species of ukase, but were claimed to be absolute
and indefeasible. His subjects were obedient and
quiescent so long as his rule promoted their pros-
perity without being particularly offensive. How
much they respected the compact when the adminis-
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tration of affairs became unsatisfactory will shortly
be seen. The king not only conducted personally
the civil and ecclesiastical business of his realm, but
found time to regulate in a minute and meddlesome
manner its secular concerns. The communistic prin-
ciple was abandoned and individuals were allowed to
hold titles to their lands. The Israelitish tithe of
one-tenth was assessed for the support of Church and
State, no other taxes being levied for Mormon pur-
poses. Some of his enactments respecting temporal
affairs were very stringent, well calculated to preserve
manhood, sobriety, and peace. According to author-
ity, the. probity of which there is no reason to ques-
tion, the use of intoxicating liquors, tobacco, tea, and
coffee was prohibited, and gaming and betting were
not permitted. ¢Prostitution and lewdness were
discountenanced alike in both sexes,’ writes one of
Strang’s wives, ¢ and it was as necessary for a man to
be ‘careful of his reputation as for a woman.” Pur-
suing she says: ‘ They were very strict in all that
regulated society, morals, and religious observances,
and absolute obedience was enjoined. The seventh
day was set apart as the Sabbath, and every one phys-
ically able was required to attend church upon that
day. Schools were organized and flourished, and in-
tellectual culture encouraged. The women were re-
quired to wear bloomers.” In a State possessing the
right of autonomy, such a governmental fabric would
look plausible enough. ’

“ But Strang did not enjoy a reign of uninterrupted
peace and prosperity. His kingdom, though insular,
was not removed beyond the power of its enemies to
assail. The islanders and fishermen—a rough, lawless
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set, whose ill-will was not a good thing to incur—
were bitterly opposed to the advent of the Mormons,
and did their best to prevent them from obtaining a
foothold. There arose at once a distinction between
Mormon and Gentile, and the inimical tendencies of
the two classes soon ripened into a deadly and im-
placable hatred. A warfare of plunder was constantly
kept up. The odiousness of the despised sect ren-
dered impartial judgment on the part of the general
public impossible. In this condition of affairs, in the
midst of a marauding and unscrupulous class of
itinerant fishermen and skippers, it is highly probable
that both Mormon and Gentile had depredations
charged to them of which they were not guilty. The
buccaneer infesting the lakes at that day could have
had no better opportunity of plundering both saint
and pagan without being likely to bring suspicion
and punishment upon his own head.

“It is a well-authenticated fact that the crafty king
had the high-handedness to prostitute the power of
civil law to foster Mormonism and wreak vengeance
on his enemies. In the fall of 1852 he became an in-
dependent candidate for the State Legislature, and
was elected by Democratic votes. He filled the po-
sition with ability. During the winter following he
organized the county of Emmet and introduced a
bill to admit it, which was passed. This county em-
braced Beaver Island, and St. James was chosen as
the county-seat. He had now the power of the State
law to serve him in the promulgation of his doctrines.
. « . . The authorities, having for some time kept
Strang and his confederates under distrustful surveil-
lance, determined at length to put an end to his pre-
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sumptive kingdom. By order of District Attorney
George C. Bates, the United States steamer Mickigan
was sent to St. James, and Strang, together with
several of his colleagues, was arrested on a warrant
charging him with trespassing on public lands, steal-
ing timber, counterfeiting, mail-robbing, and other
crimes. They surrendered peaceably and were taken
to Detroit. In June, 1851, they were arraigned be-
fore Judge Ross Wilkins, of the United States dis-
trict court, and a jury. In his violation of. the law,
Strang had so shrewdly evaded it in technicalities
that the evidence against him was insufficient. But
there were internecine forces at work to accomplish
the downfall of his kingdom. The majority of his
subjects were not Mormons at heart, and did not
hold their institution sacred any more than they re-
garded the king as their valid sovereign. Strang’s
first downward step was the introduction of polyg-
amy, which he at first pretended to disfavor to such
an extent as to pronounce a terrible curse upon those
practicing it, and which his votaries, be it said to
their credit, looked upon’ with aversion and abhor-
rence. Plural marriages were few. Strang, himself,
had only four wives. From the time he publicly
recommended polygamy, the difficulty of insubordi-
nation and disrespect became serious. The * petticoat
rebellion’ is a somewhat ludicrous example of his
meddlesomeness, and of the instrumentality of the
women in consummating his ruin. As before stated,
Strang had adopted the bloomer style of dress for
the women. Many disgusted females rebelled against
the uncouth pantalets and returned to the interdicted
long skirts. Strang’s threats were sufficient to com-
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pel acquiescence in the majority of insubordinates,
“but a few of the more resolute told him with indig-
nation that they would not submit to his interference
in domestic affairs, and defied him to force the use
of the unfeminine bloomers upon them. The hus
bands of the rebellious women were, in pursuance of
the ecclesiastical law, excommunicated. Among the
latter were Dr. H. D. McCulloch, of Baltimore, Mary-
land, Thomas Bedford and Alexander Wentworth,
leaders in the conspiracy that undermined the king.
A series of tantalizing lawsuits was instigated against
Bedford, and one against McCulloch, to vex them
and exemplify Strang’s power over the subservient
magistrates who were his tools.

“One night Bedford was seized by seven armed
men and fiendishly whipped. For three nights there-
after he watched Strang’s house, but found no oppor-
tunity of taking revenge on the author of the out-
rage. Bedford, Wentworth, and McCulloch, the tri-
umvirate of sedition, then agreed upon the murder
of the king, but it was thought advisable to defer
the execution of the design until the arrival of the
United States steamer Mickigan. On June 15, 1856,
the Michigan cast anchor in the harbor of St. James,
and while Strang was on his way to interview the
captain, Bedford and Wentworth shot and mortally.
wounded him. He was removed to Voree, where
he died July gth, following. Bedford and Wentworth
were, by the arbitrary intervention of the officers of
the Michigan, taken to Mackinaw on board that
steamer, where they were lionized as heroes who had
rid the world of an hitherto invincible monster. If
they ever received any punishment it was slight.
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With the assassination of Strang, the Mormon king-
dom collapsed. During the latter part of his reign,
the king’s power was so enervated, and his security
rendered so precarious by civil strife, that he enter-
tained few hopes of the mstxtutxon surviving his de-
mise, and on his death-bed advised the Mormons to
emigrate. There being no ties of cognation, sym-
pathy, or common belief to bind them together, ex-
cept perhaps their hatred of the fishermen, they be-
gan at once to quit the island for various places.
But their enemies would not let slip so rare an op-
portunity of wreaking vengeance on their heads.
Chartéring a vessel, a large mob of desperadoes from
the neighboring islands and the mainland sailed for
St. James. With remorseless brutality the remain-
ing Mormons, several hundred in number, mostly
women and children, were driven by force and arms
aboard a propeller bound for Milwaukee, only a few
hours being given them to collect their portable
property, the greater part of which was left behind.
The predatory gang then proceeded to plunder the
effects of the ejected colony, giving as an excuse for
their spoliation that the property was to indemnify
them against losses sustained at the hands of maraud-
ing Mormons. The immunity of these lawless in-
vaders from justice was a matter of course, in a com-
munity so prejudiced against the Mormons, whose
chief offense seems to have been in their inappro-
priate appellation—since Mormonism is now synon-
ymous with polygamy. The miserable outcasts land-
ed in various places, but mostly in Milwaukee.”
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A
SOLOMON SPAULDING.

So long as a mystery hangs over the origin of the Book of Mor-
mon, so long will the name of Solomon Spaulding be associated
with a creed which was formulated years after his death, and with
a church of which he never heard, The claim put forward with
such certainty by some, and denied with equal vigor by others, that
it was upon a heavy and else forgotten romance of his that the
Mormon book was founded, has rescued him from oblivion, and
made him one of the unsolved enigmas of the century. Fate has
indeed reserved him to a unique fame, so different from that to
which his natural aspirations turned. The story may be briefly
told, although volumes have been devoted to it. Mr. Spaulding
was born in Ashford, Conn., in 1761 ; graduated at Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1785; became a minister of the Congregational Church;
preached for a while, and then because of ill-health gave his time to
mercantile pursuits ; failed, and in 1809 removed to Salem—now
Conneaut—Ohio, where he made another business venture that was
no more successful than the first. With enforced leisure upon his
hands, and a strong literary faculty that demanded use, he wrote
much ; taking as his theme the prehistoric inhabitants of America,
and making his imagination furnish that information which the
then discovered facts of Archzology did not supply. In 1812, in
the hope that a publisher might be found for what he had written,
he removed to Pittsburgh, and took his manuscript to the printing-
office of Rev. Robert Patterson, to see if arrangements could not
be made to that end. As he had no means of his own, and as the
publisher could see no chance of success for the venture, the * His-
torical Romance ”” upon which his hope had been built, was not given
to the world. Broken in spirit and health, poor in pocket, and with
old age approaching, he removed to Amity, Washington County,

(265)
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Pennsylvania, where he died within two years. There, recently, a
visitor who felt that life had not dealt altogether fairly with the
poor old man, and that history had not always been considerate
in the use of his name, went into the deserted little graveyard,
and under the moss of a crumbling stone, discovered this inscrip-
tion, and rescued it from an early oblivion :

IN MEMORY OF
SOLOMON SPAULDING, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
OCTOBER 20TH, A.D. 1816.
AGED 55 YEARS,

Kind cherubs, guard the sleeping clay,
Until the great decision day,

And saints complete in glory rise

To share the triumphs of the skies.

The claim is put forth, and supported by a great deal of direct if
not conclusive evidence, that the manuscript of the Spaulding book
was left in Patterson’s printing-office ; that Sidney Rigdon came
into possession of the original or a copy ; that he was thrown into
connection with Joseph Smith; and that chance, circumstances,
deep cunning, a keen eye to the main chance, and a public anxious
to be duped by any religious vagary that might present itself, per-
formed the rest. Many witnesses have been placed on record as
deposing that parts of the Book of Mormon are identical with the
romance of Solomon Spaulding, as read to them by the author
during the long leisure of winter, in pioneer days. An analysis of
the testimony pro or con. is foreign to the purpose of this book ;
but those who have the desire to pursue the matter to the limits of
all information now extant, are referred to the following works,
devoted entirely to this phase of Mormon history : The pamphlet
publication, written by the son of the Robert Patterson above re-
ferred to, ‘ Who Wrote The Book of Mormon,” by Robert Patter-
son, Pittsburgh, 1882 ; and ‘‘ New Light on Mormonism,” by Mrs.
Ellen E. Dickenson, New York, 188s.

' B.

MARTIN HARRIS AND CHARLES ANTHON.

Rev. Mr. Clark, in *‘ Gleanings by the Way,” pp. 222 to 238,
lets a flood of light in upon this episode of Mormonism : ** It was

- _“s_ —_—
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early in the autumn of 1827 ” (quoting Mr. Clark’s personal expe-
rience) ‘‘that Martin Harris called at my house in Palmyra, one
morning about sunrise. His whole appearance indicated more
than usual excitement, and he had scarcely passed the threshold of
_my dwelling before he inquired whether he could see me alone, re-
marking that he had a matter to communicate that he wished to
be strictly confidential. Previous to this I had but very slight ac-
quaintance with Mr, Harris. He had occasionally attended divine
service at our church. . ... I invited him to accompany me to
my study, where, after having closed the door, he began to draw a ’
package out of his pocket with great and manifest caution. Sud-
denly, however, he stopped, and wished to know if there was any
possibility of eur being interrupted or overheard, When answered
in the negative, he proceeded to remark that he reposed great con-
fidence in me as a minister.of Jesus Christ, and that what he had
now to communicate he wished me to regard as strictly confidential.
He said he verily believed that an important epoch had arrived.
.+ .. The whole thing appeared to me so ludicrous and puerile,
that I could not refrain from telling Mr. Harris that I believed it a
mere hoax, got up to practice upon his credulity, or an artifice to
extort from him money ; for I had already, in the course of the
conversation, learned that he had advanced some twenty-five dol-
lars to Jo Smith as a sort of premium for sharing with him in the
glories and profits of this new revelation. . ... My intimations to
him in reference to the possible imposition that was being practiced
upon him, however, were indignantly repelled. . . . . He then care-
fully unfolded a slip of paper which contained three or four lines of
characters, as unlike letters or hieroglyphics of any sort as well
could be produced were one to shut up his eyes and play off the
most antic movements with his pen upon paper. . ... My igno-
rance of the characters in which this pretended ancient record was
written, was to Martin Harris new proof that Smith’s whole account
of the divine revelation made to him was entirely to be relied on.
«... He was so much in earnest on this subject, that he imme-
diately started off with some of the manuscripts that Smith fur-
nished him, on a journey to New York and Washington, to consult
some learned men to ascertain the nature of the language in which
this record was engraven. .. .. The Rev. Dr, Coit, rector of Trin-
ity Church, New Rochelle, Westchester County, N. ‘7.. hearing that
the Mormons in that place . ... were claiming the patronage of ,
Professor Anthon's name in behalf of their notions, took the liberty
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to state the fact to him, and ask in what possible way they had con-
trived to associate him with themselves, In reply to this inquiry
Professor Anthon wrote the letter above referred to [first published
in The CAurch Record] which we here insert :

¢ ¢« New YORK, April 3, 1841.
- ***REV. AND DEAR SIR:—I have often heard that the Mormons
claimed me for an auxiliary, but as no one until the present time
has ever requested from me a statement in writing, I have not
deemed it worth while to say anything publicly on the subject.
What I do know of the sect relates to some of their early move-

ments; and as the facts may amuse you, while they will furnish a

satisfactory answer to the charge of my being 2 Mormon proselyte,
I proceed to lay them before you in detail. Many years ago, the
precise date I do nqt now recollect, a plain-looking countryman
called upon me with a letter from Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell, request~
ing me to examine and give my opinion upon a certain paper,
marked with various characters, which the doctor confessed he
could not decipher, and which the bearer of the note was very
anxious to have explained. A very brief examination of the paper
convinced me that it was a mere hoax, and a very clumsy one too.
The characters were arranged in columns like the Chinese mode of
writing, and presented the most singular medley that I ever beheld.
Greek, Hebrew, and all sorts of letters more or less distorted,
either through unskilfulness, or from actual design, were intermin-
gled with sundry delineations of half-moons, stars, and other nat-
ural objects, and the whole ended in a rude representation of the
Mexican zodiac. The conclusion was irresistible that some cunning
fellow had prepared the paper in question, for the purpose of im-
posing upon the countryman who brought it, and I told the man
80, without any hesitation. He then proceeded to give me a his-
tory of the whole affair, which convinced me that he had fallen into
the hands of some sharper, while it left me in great astonishment
at his own simplicity. [Professor Anthon here repeats the story
of the golden plates, as told by Smith and repeated by Harris.]
On my telling the bearer of the paper that an attempt had been
made to impose on him and defraud him of his property, he re-
quested me to give him my opinion in writing about the paper
which he had shown to me. I did so without hesitation, partly for
the man’s sake, and partly to let the individual * behind the cur-
tain ” see that his trick was discovered. The import of what I
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wrote was, as far as I can now recollect, simply this, that the
marks in the paper appeared to be merely an imitation of various
alphabetical characters, and had, in my opinion, no meaning at all
connected with them, The countryman then took his leave, with
many thanks, and with the express declaration that he would in no
shape part with his farm, or embark in the speculation of printing
the golden book. [Professor Anthon here describes a second call,
at a later date, and his refusal to accept a copy of the newly-pub-
lished Book of Mormon, or have anything to do with it.] That
the Prophet aided me by his inspiration in interpreting the volume,
is only one of the many amusing falsehoods which the Mormonites
utter relative to my participation in their doctrines. Of these doc-
trines 1 know nothing whatever, nor have I ever heard a single
discourse from any one of their preachers, although I have often
felt a strong curiosity to become an auditor, since my friends tell
me that they frequently name me in their sermons, and even go so
far as to say that I am alluded to in the prophecies of Scripture !
If what I have here written shall prove of any service in opening
the eyes of some of their deluded followers to the real designs of
those who profess to be the apostles of Mormonism, it will afford
me a satisfaction, equalled, I have no doubt, only by that which
you yourself will feel on this subject.
¢ 1 remain very respectfully and truly, your friend,
¢ ¢ CHARLES ANTHON,
¢ ¢ REV. DRr. Cort,
¢ New Rockelle, N.Y.’"

C.

. THE DANITES.

The dark deeds of the * Danites " belong properly to the days of
Salt Lake, but that the organization already existed in Missouri
and there performed its bloody work, seems to be proved, in spite
of Joseph Smith’s emphatic denial. When Thomas B. Marsh, the
chief of the Twelve Apostles, left the Mormon Church, he made an
affidavit, under date of October 24, 1838, before Henry Jacobs, a
justice of the peace for Ray County, Missouri, in which he used
the following words: * They have among them a company, con-
sidered true Mormons, called the Danites, who have taken an oath
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‘to support the heads of the Church in all things that they say or
do, whether right or wrong.” To this Orson Hyde, at that time at
war with the Church, added his testimony, in a like oath, in which
he said : ‘‘ The most of the statements in the foregoing disclosure
I know to be true; the remainder I believe to be true.” John
Hyde, also an apostate Mormon, in his ‘‘ Mormonism,” p. 104,
says: ‘ When the citizens of Carroll and Davis Counties, Missouri,
began to threaten the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death
society was organized, under the direction of Sidney Rigdon, and
with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain was Captain ‘ Fearnot’
alias David Patten, an apostle. Its object was the punishment of
the obnoxious. Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name.
They desired one that should seem to combiné spiritual authority
with a suitable sound, Micah iv. 13 furnished -the first name,
* Arise, and thresh, O daughter of Zion ; for I will make thy horn
iron, and thy hoofs brass ; and thou shalt beat in pieces many peo-
ple: and I will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their sub-
stance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This furnished them
with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they
called themselves the ‘ Daughters of Zion.” Some ridicule was
made at these bearded and bloody ‘ daughters,’ and the name did
not sit easily. ‘Destroying Angels,” came next; the ‘ Big Fan’
of the thresher that ‘ sould thoroughly purge the floor,” was tried
and dropped. Genesis xlix. 17 furnished the name that they finally
assumed. The verse is quite significant : ‘ Dan shall be a serpent by
the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the heels, so that his
rider shall fall backward.” The ‘ Sons of Dan’ was the style they
adopted ;: and many have been the times that they have been adders
in the path, and many a man has fallen backward, and Ras been seen
no more. At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult
in these things, rather than seek to deny or extenuate them.”
Were testimony needed to prove the existence of this body, it
could be produced in abundance. John D. Lee, the Mormon bishop,
in his Confessions, on p. 57, says : ‘‘ At the same conference (that
of 1838) another organization was perfected, or then first formed—
it was called the Danites. The members of this order were placed
under the most sacred obligations that language could invent. They
were sworn to stand by and sustain each other. Swustain, protect,
defend, and obey, the leaders of the Church under any and a// cir-
cumstances unto death ; and to disobey the orders of the leaders of
the Church, or divulge the name of a Danite to an outsider, or to
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make public any of the secrets of the order of Danites, was to -
be punished with death. And I can say of a truth, many have paid
the penalty for failing to keep their covenants.” For more light
upon this subject see the little work *‘ Brigham's Destroying Angel;
being the Life, Confessions, and Startling Disclosures of the No-
torious Bill Hickman, the Danite Chief of Utah,” written by him-
self, with explanataery notes by J. H. Beadle, New York, 1872,

D.
POLYGAMY.

That the plural-wife system had no part in the Mormon doctrine
of early days, is a matter of evidence and record, as it is com-
manded in a revelation that a man shall have only one wife, and
cleave unto her. Polygamy may, therefore, be regarded as an out~
growth of the enlarged powers and opportunities of later days.
When Bennett, the Higbees, and other members of the Mormon
Church apostatized at Nauvoo, and made their furious attacks upon
the whole Mormon scheme, one of their main points of argument
was that the system of spiritual wifehood was already in secret
practice, and that under the guise of celestial marriage, Smith and
other leaders of the Church were living in adultery with scores of
women. Addressing a public ready to believe that Mormonism
was a cloak for the covering of any abomination known to man,
they had no difficulty in securing belief for their charges; turning
against the Church the whole moral and religious sentiment of the
country. The revelation commanding polygamy was first published
in the Deseret News Extra, of Salt Lake City, on September 14,
1852 ; although given, as the Church claimed, to Joseph Smith at
Nauvoo, on July 12, 1843. The sons of Smith, and the members
of the Reorganized Church of Latter-Day Saints, deny not only the
charges of Bennett ¢/ a/. as to the Prophet’s immoral practices, but
all reputed connection of his with the revelation itself ; claiming
that the latter was a device invented by Young to defend his own
practices, and cunningly given on the authority of Smith that it
might carry greater weight with the Church. ‘ The Mormon his-
tory relates,” says Mr. Beadle, in ‘‘ Life in Utah,” p. 337, ‘‘ that
when the full force of the new covenant was perceived the Prophet
was filled with astonishment and dread. All the traditions of his
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early education were overthrown, and yet he felt that it was the
work of the Lord. In vain he sought to be released from the bur-
den of communicating the new doctrine to the world, and at length
obtained permission to keep it secret, as yet, from all but the
Twelve Apostles, and a few other leading men. As the hour
approached when he was to meet them in council, horror and fear
of what might be the result, overcame him, and he hastily mounted
his horse and fled from the city. But a mighty angel met him on
the road, stood in the way with a drawn sword, and with awful
voice and offended mien, bade him return.” Whether the work of
Smith or Young, the revelation was not announced to the Church
until on August 29, 1852, when Brigham made it public, and
preached a sermon commanding obedience to its requirements—
paving the way for others by himself becoming eventually the pos-
sessor of nineteen wives. The effect upon the people of Utah
was not marked, as they only now saw the open doing of what
they had long known in secret, but elsewhere it became an imme-
diate damage to the Church, and the forerunner of many ills in the
future—of which the recently passed Edmunds law, and the prose-
cutions and convictions thereunder are not the least. ‘‘In Eng-
land, especially,” says Mr. Beadle, in continuation of the above,
‘‘the demoralization was fearful ; hundreds after hundreds aposta-
tized, whole churches and conferences dissolved ; talented knaves
in many instances, finding in this the excuse for going off without
surrendering the money-bags which they held. The missions en-
tirely disappeared in' many parts of Europe, and even in America,
thousands of new converts who had not gone to Zion turned away
and joined the Josephites, Gladdenites, Strangites, and other sects
of recusant Mormons.” The practical and theological sides of the
system are thus briefly condensed by the same author—who has re-
sided in Salt Lake City for a number of years, and made of Utah
Mormonism a practical study :,* Of their theology as it relates to
polygamy, but little need be added. It is so thoroughly grafted
into and interwoven with their whole system, that at no point can
one be touched without attacking the other. Polygamy is not, as
recusant Mormons assert, a mere addition by Brigham Young to
the original faith; it is a necessary and logical outgrowth of the
system. If Mormonism be true, their polygamy is right; for ¢pre-
existence of the soul,’ ‘ progression of the gods,” and all other
peculiarities of the system, depend by a thousand combinations
and inter-relations upon the plurality system. A man’s or wom-
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an’s glory in eternity, is to depend upon the size of the family
for a woman to remain childless is a sin and calamity, and she
cannot secure ‘ exaltation ' as the wife of a Gentile or an apostate ;
her husband’s rank in eternity must greatly depend upon: the num-
ber of his wives, and she will share in that glory whatever it is.
All this points unerringly to polygamy. Hence, also, the last fea-
ture of this complex and unnatural relationship known as * spiritual
wives,’ which is to be understood as follows: Any woman, having
an earthly husband of whose final exaltation she is in doubt, may be
‘sealed for eternity’ to some prominent Mormon, who will raise
her and make her a part of his final kingdom. . . . . By ‘ marriage
for the dead’ living women are sealed to dead men, and vice versa,
some one standing proxy for the deceased. . . . . So a man may have
a wife ‘for time’ who belongs to some man already dead *for
eternity,’ in which case all the children will belong to the latter in
eternity, the living man merely ¢ raising up seed unto his dead
brother.’ To such lengths of vain imaginings may a credulous
people be led by artful impostors.” :

s

E.
THE MORMONS OF SALT LAKE.

There were many claimants for the position of prophet and presi-
dent made vacant by the death of Joseph Smith, but, as in many
other cases, he who was wise enough to claim the least, eventually
received the most. William Smith claimed the succession because
he was the prophet’s brother ; Sidney Rigdon began to have visions
and dream dreams, and announced himself as thé chosen one;
James Jesse Strang advanced his right, under special commission
from Joseph; while Lyman Wight, Gladden Bishop, John E. Page,
and others, began to feel the spirit of prophecy, and.announced
themselves as ready to take the lead. But Brigham Young, ad-
vancing no special plea of spiritual direction, and depending upon
that strong common-sense that aided him in so many emergencies,
came home to Nauvoo as rapidly as possible, took matters into his .
own hands, and by his courage and address saved the society and
the Church from going to pieces. He caused the Twelve Apostles,
of whom he was head, to issue o' August 15th an ‘‘ Encyclical let-
ter to all the Saints in the world,” and on October 7th a general

.
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council was held at Nauvoo. Under his advice it was decided that
for the present the government should be in the hands of the
Twelve, which lodged the chief executive power in the strong hands
of Young. Rigdon's claims were derided, while he, and those who
had sided with him, were cut off from the Church and sent forever
adrift. Young addressed himself with energy to the repair of the
shattered fortunes of the Saints, hastened the completion of the
temple, and used his best endeavors to keep peace with the hostile
elements now ranged all about the fold. But the enmity was too
deep and lasting to wear easily away. The politicians of [llinois
had no further hope from the Mormon vote, and accordingly the
General Assembly repealed the charter of Nauvoo. Warned by the
signs of the times, the Mormon leaders decided to emigrate to
some place in the far West. In 1846 a number emigrated to
Council Bluffs, Iowa ; while those who remained behind were
driven from Nauvoo by force, and compelled, in a large measure,
to abandon their homes and possessions. Meanwhile men had
been sent forward to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, in Utah ;
and as their report was favorable, Young gathered up all who
would trust themselves to his guidance, and led them across the
hills and plains to a place that in those days was far beyond the
confines of even such semi-civilization as that of Missouri and
Iowa. Salt Lake City was founded, and the barren wilderness was
made to blossom as the rose. The weaker brethren who had re-
mained behind, came on in numbers, while great accessions were
received through the labors of missionaries who had been sent
abroad. In March, 1849, a State was organized, under the name
of Deseret, the ‘‘land of the honey-bee.” A legislature was
chosen and a constitution framed, and an application made to the
General Government for admission to the Union. The plea was
refused, but as a compromise, thé country occupied by the Mor-
mons was, in 1850, organized into the Territory of Utah, and Brig-
ham Young appointed Governor. A United States court for the
Territory was organized and judges appointed, but were not al-
lowed to exercise their functions when they arrived at Salt Lake.
Young was suspended, and Colonel Steptoe, of the United States
army, appointed in his stead. A ‘conflict between the Government
and Mormons was carried on—in which armed forces on both sides
confronted each other at times—until 1858, when the Mormons sub-
mitted to Federal authority, on condition that all past offenses
against the Government should be pardoned. On the conclusion
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of the war of the Rebellion a Federal governor was again ap-
pointed, and in 1871 a law was passed declaring polygamy to be a.
criminal offense ; although the statute was for a long time a dead
letter. Young remained the head of the Church, an absolute auto-
crat in matters spiritual and temporal, until his death on August
" 29, 1877. He left a fortune of two million dollars, and nineteen
wives and fifty-six children. He was succeeded in office by Elder
John Taylor, who remained at the head of the Church until his
death in the summer of 1887. Since then no formal choice of a
successor has been made. From the time that the newly-formed
Republican’ party in its first national platform adopted in 1856
referred to ‘‘ those twin relics of barbarism, polygamy and slavery,"”
to the present, many efforts have been made by the Government
and people to limit the power and influence of the Mormon Church,
and avert the dangers its existence and growth so surely threatened.
An estimate of the strength of the Mormon organization may be
given as follows : The population of Utah, at the last enumeration,
was 147,000, of whom 125,000 are Mormons ; but as adherents of
the Church are scattered all over the world, it is impossible to
arrive at a just idea of their numerical strength, They have of late
years made considerable progress in Idaho, Arizona, Colorado,
Montana, Wyoming, and Washington Territories, and their num-
ber in the United States outside of Utah cannot fall much below
27,000. In Europe they have also many adherents, and their num-
ber the world over cannot be less than 213,000,








