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crease, and considerable wealth was drawn in, so that they
began to boast of a capital stock of ten or fifieen thousand
dollars.

¢ Their common .stock principles appear to be some-
what similar to those of the Shakers. Each one, how-
ever is allowed to ¢ manage his own affairs in his own
way,’ until he arrives in Missouri. There the Bishop
resides ; he has supreme command in all pecuniary mat-
ters, according to the revelations given by the prophet.

#The next year commenced with something like a
change of operations. Instead of selling their possessions
in Ohio, they again began to buy up improved land, mills
and water privileges. It would seem that the Missouri
country began to look rather dreary to the prophet and his
_ head men, supposing that they could not enjoy their
power there as well as in Ohio. They could not think of
undergoing the hardships and privations incident to a new
country. Besides, the people there were not much dis-
posed to encourage the emigration of such an army of
fanatics—and their ¢ Lamanite”” brethren, under Gen.
Black Hawk, were about that time commencing a war
upon the whites.

¢t They therefore, continued to extend their impositions
by sending abroad every thing that could walk, no matter
how ignorant, if they had learnt the tales and vagaries of
their leaders.  All that were so sent, were dubbed, Elders
or High Priests, and furnished with a commission, pur-
porting to have been dictated by the Lord to the prophet.
These requisites being added to their credulity, they were
of course inspired with all necessary self-sufficiency, zeal
and impudence. They were thus prepared to declare that
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every thing which they stated or imagined, was absolutely
true—for the Spirit had so informed them.

* During the year 1832, considerable progress was
made in writing out, and revising the Old and New Tes-
taments, which the prophet pretended to do by inspira-
tion, or by the guidance of the Spirit. In this business,
most of his leisure hours were occupied, Rigdon acting as
scribe. They say that the Scriptures in their present form,
retain but little of their original purity and beauty, having
been so often copied and translated by unskilful hands.
The whole of the old Bible is now said to be ready for
the press, in its amended form, and will be forthcoming,
as soon as the state of their finances will permit.

«“On the opening of the year 1833, the ¢gift of
tongues’ again made its appearance at head-quarters, and
from thence extended to all their branches in different
parts. Whether the language now introduced differed
materially from those practised two or three years pre-
vious, (and pronounced to be of the Devil,) we have not
been informed. It appears that this last device, was all
that was then lacking to make the system perfect. They
had long before professed to be fully endowed with the
power of healing all manner of diseases, discerning
spirits, and casting out devils. But a succession of fail-
ures had rendered them rather stale, and given distrust to
many of the faithful. A new expedient was therefore
indispensably necessary, in order to revive the drooping
spirits of the deluded, and at the same time, insure a new
crop of converts. The scheme proved eminently suc-
cessful. Hundreds were soon convinced of the truth of
the whole, by hearing of and seeing the manner in which
the ¢ tongues’ were performed, although the trick would
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seem more susceptible of discovery than any previous one.
This gift was not confined to the elders and high priests,
who, in other respects, were supposed to have a super-
abundant share of ¢the spirit;’ but nearly all the prose-
lytes, both old and young, could show their faith by speak-
ing with ¢ tongues.”

One would think from the following account that the
Mormons had been taking some hints from the school of
Edward Irving.

Mr. Kilby, who was an elder among the Mormons,
but afterwards came to his senses and renounced the de-
lusion, relates some very curious facts in relation to their
pretended gift of tongues. Two distinguished Mormon
preachers, Mr. Cahoon and Patton, gave a rule for speak-
ing in unknown tongues, and also for interpreting what
was spoken by others.

st This rule, they said, was perfect—that as long as we
followed it we could not err. And so I believe ; it was a
perfect rule to lead men astray. The rule, as given by
Cahoon, is this: rise upon your feet and look and lean
on Christ ; speak or make some sound ; continue to make
sounds of some kind, and the Lord will make a correct
tongue or language of it. The interpretation was to be
given in the same way.” SubSequent to this there was a
still greater emigration to Missouri. Soon disturbances of
various kinds arose. .

We had prepared two chapters containing such facts as
we were able to collect, to exhibit the history of the
Mormons in their residence in Missouri, and the two
wars in which they were engaged. But upon looking
over the pages which we had prepared we cannot make
up our mind to tax the reader with the details of these

28*
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CHAPTER XXXI.
MORMON BANKING.
The prophet’s attempt at financiering—Mr. Smalling’s letter.

Avrvrus1oN has been made to the attempts at financiering in
which the Mormon prophet and his coadjutors embarked,
before leaving Kirtland. The facts connected with this
are presented in a clear light by Mr. Smalling, of Kirtland,
in a letter addressed to Mr. Lee, of Frankford, Pa. An effort
having been made at that village to establish a Mormon so-
ciety, the Mormon preacher at the close of his lecture in-
vited any one, who chose, to ask questions, or offer remarks.
Mr. Lee being present arose, gave his views of the new
sect, which were not very complimentary, and among other
facts presented before the audience a ten dollar bank note
issued by Smith and Rigdon, which he declared was a
gross fraud, as they had never obtained a charter for a
bank, and did not pretend to redeem their notes. Mr.
Lee was quite brow-beaten by the Mormon preacher. To
satisfy himself and the public, Mr. Lee wrote to Kirtland,
and obtained a letter in reply from Mr. Smalling, from
which we make the following extracts :

Kirtland, Ohio, March 10th, A. D. 1841,
DEaAR Sir:

By request, and the duty I owe to my fellow-man, 1
consent {0 answer your letter, and your request as to Jo-
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seph Smith, Jr., and the Safety Society Bank of the Lat-
ter Day Saints, as they call themselves at the present, or
Mormons. The followers of Smith believe him to be a
prophet, and he had a revelation that the church must
move to the Ohio, which they did, selling their posses-
sions and helping each other as a band of brothers, and
they settled in this place. The Smith family were then
all poor and the most of the church. I visited them in
1833, they were then building a temple to the Most High
God, who, Smith said, would appear and make his will
known to his servants, and endow them with power in
their last days that they might go and preach his gospel to
all nations, kindred tongues, and people. For this purpose
they wrought almost night and day, and scoured the
branches in the east for money to enable them to build.
The people consecrated freely, as they supposed for that
purpose, for they supposed they were to be one in the
chureh of Christ, for so Smith had told them by his reve-
lations, and that they must consecrate all for the poor in
Zion. Thus many did until they finished the temple, and
in the meantime the building committee built each of them
a house, Sidney Rigdon and Joseph Smith, Jr. By this
time the leaders of the church, Smith, Rigdon, Carter and
Cahoon, I may say, all the heads of the church, got lifted
up in pride, and they imagined that God was about to
make them rich, and that they were to suck the milk of the
Gentiles, as they call those that do not belong to the church,
or do not go hand in hand with them. From this you can
- see they have a great desire for riches, and to obtain them
without earning them. About this time they said that God
had told them, Sidney and Joseph, that they had suffered
enough and that they should be rich; and they informed
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me, that God told them to buy goods and so they did, to
some thirty thousand dollars, on a credit of six months, at
Cleveland and Buffalo. In the spring of 1836 this firm
was, 1 believe, Smith, Rigdon & Co. It included the
heads of the church. In the fall, they formed other com-
panies of their brethren, and sent to New York as agents
for them, Hiram Smith and O. Cowdery, and they pur-
chased some sixty or seventy thousand dollars worth, all
for the church, and the most of them not worth a penny,
and no financiers. At this time the first debt became due
and not any thing to pay it with, for they had sold to their
poor brethren, who were strutting about the streets in the
finest broadcloth, and imagining themselves rich, but could
pay nothing: and poverty is the mother of invention.
They then fixed upon a plan to pay the debt. It was, to
have a bank of their own, as none of the then existing
banks would loan to them what they wanted and the most
refused them entirely. They sent to Philadelphia and got
the plates made for their Safety Society Bank, and got a
large quantity of bills ready for filling and signing; and
in the meantime, Smith and others, collected what specie
they could, which amounted to some six thousand dollars.
The paper came about the first of January, 1837, and they
immediately began to issue their paper and to no small
amount : but their creditors refused to take it. Then
Smith invented another plan, that was to exchange their
notes for other notes that would pay their debts, and for
that purpose he sent the elders out with it to exchange,
and not only the elders, but gave large quantities of it to
others, giving them one half to exchange it, as I am in-.
formed by those that peddled for him. Thus Smith was
instrumental in sending the worthless stuff abroad, and it
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never redeemed but a very few thousand dollars, and there
must be now a great many thousands of their bills out.
There was some which others signed pro. tem. that were
genuine too, the name of F. G. Williams, N. K. Whitney,
and one Kingsbury, all those are genuine.

The church have not now nor never had any common
stock,* all that has been consecrated, Smith and the heads
of the church have got, and what they get now they keep,
for to show this I send you a revelation which is as fol-
lows :—Revelation given July 9th, 1887, in far west,
Caldwell county, Missouri,—O Lord, show unto us, thy
servants, how much thou requirest of the properties of thy
people for a tything? Answer: Verily, thus saith the
Lord, I require all their surplus properties to be put into
the hands of the bishop of my church of Zion, for the
building of mine house, and for the laying the foundation
of Zion, and for the priesthood, and for the debts of the
presidency of my church, and this shall be the beginning
of the tything of my people, and after that, those who have
been tythed, shall pay one-tenth of all their interest an-
nually, and this shall be a standing law unto them forever,
for my holy priesthood saith the Lord : Verily, I say unto

" you, it shall come to pass, that all those who gather unto
the land of Zion, shall be tythed of their surplus proper-
ties, and shall observe this law, or they shall not be found
worthy to abide among you ; and behold, I say unto you,
if my people ebserve not this law to keep it holy, and by
this law sanctify the land of Zion unto me that my statutes

* Instead of the stock being common, it appears the intention of
the ringleaders is to monopolize it, and leave their poor dupes at last
to shift for themselves.
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and my judgments may be kept thereon, that it may be
most holy ; behold: Verily I say unto you, it shall not be
a land of Zion unto you, and this shall be one example
unto all the states of Zion, even so. Amen. They left
here in a great hurry, as there was many debts against
them, for the principal part that Smith had was borrowed,
as also the heads of the church in general, and they had
to keep the poor brethren lugging their boxes of silks and
fine clothes from place to place, so that they should not be
taken to pay their just debts, and mostly borrowed money,
until they succeeded in getting them off in the night.
They were pursued, but to no effect, they had a train too
namerous, so the people could not get their pay, and thus
they have brought destruction and misery on a great many
respectable families, that are reduced to distress, while they
live in splendour and all kinds of extravagance. These
statements are well known here, and I presume will not
be contradicted there, unless by some fanatic that has no
knowledge of things as they do exist, or those deeply in-
terested in the frauds of the saints themselves. ¢
I am yours, &ec.,
Cvyrus SmaLriNe, of Kirtlend, Ohio.

- ="
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CHAPTER XXXII.
THE MORMON PROPHET AND HIS THREE WITNESSES.

An interesting public document—The Danite band—Testimony of
Dr. Avard—Paper drafted by Rigdon.

WE insert the following communications, published in
a most highly respectable religious journal.

From the New York Baptist: Advocate.

MORMONISM.

Mr. Eprror:

A rare public document of a most interesting character
having fallen into sy hands, I propose to furnish you
several communications in reference to it, and likewise in
relation to the people to whom it relates.

The Mormons have been generally regarded as a harm-
less sect of deluded fanatics, unworthy of any particular
notice ; and the common impression seems to be, that they
have been wronged and persecuted by the state of Mis-
souri. For my own part, having had occasion to become
better acquainted with their principles and history tkan
many others, I have for a long time been endeavouring, as
opportunity offered, to open the eyes of the community
to their character, and to show that mischief lurks beneath

29
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this cover of apparent insignificance, and that there are
two sides to the story of the Mormon war in Missouri.

Near the close of the recent session of Congress, a
pamphlet was printed by order of the United States’
Senate, for the use of the members of Congress, entitled a
* Document showing the testimony given before the judge
of the fifth judicial circuit of the state of Missouri, at the
court-house in Richmond, in a criminal court of inquiry,
begun November 12th, 1838.”” A list of fifty-three indi-
viduals is given, as being charged with the crimes of high
treason against the state, muder, burglary, arson, robbery,
and larceny. Among the number are Joseph Smith, jr.,
Hiram Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Parley P. Pratt. A
copy of this document I succeeded in obtaining, after con-
siderable difficulty, it not having been printed for general
distribution.

The first witness produced on behalf of the state was
Dr. Sampson Avard, who had been a special teacher
among the Mormons. He testifies that a band at first de-
nominated the Daughters of Zion, but afterwards the Danite
band, was formed by the members of the Mormon church,
the original object of which was, to drive from the county
of Caldwell all who dissented from the Mormon church.
Joseph Smith, jr., blessed them, and prophesied over
them, declaring that they should be the means, in the hands
of God, of bringing forth the millenial kingdom. The
covenant taken by this band was as follows, (holding up
the right hand :) ¢ In the name of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, I do solemnly obligate myself ever to conceal,
and never to reveal the secret purposes of this Society,
called the Daughters of Zion. Should I ever do the same,
I hold my life as the forfeiture.”” This band felt them-
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selves as much bound to obey Joseph Smith, jr., and his
two counsellers, Hiram Smith and Sidney Rigdon, as to
obey the supreme God. Joseph Smith, jr., in a public
address, told them that they should stand by each other,
right or wrong. He declared on another occasion, that all
who did not take up arms in defence of the Mormons of
Daviess, should be considered as tories, and should take
their exit from the county. In reference to taking the
property of others, in their expeditions to Daviess county,
he told them that the children of God did not go to war at
their own expense. He said it was high time they should
be up, as the saints of the most high God, and proteet
themselves, and take the kingdom. On some occasions,
he gaid, that one should chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight; that he considered the United States
rotten ; that the Mormon church was the little stone spoken
of by the prophet Daniel; and that the dissenters first,
and the state next, was part of the image that should be
destroyed by the little stone. In an address to the forces
at Far West, about the time that Gen. Lucas appeared in
that quarter with the militia, Smith told them, that for
every one they lacked in number of those that came out
against them, the Lord would send angels, who would
fight for them, and that they should be victorious.

" This witness (Dr. Avard) received orders from Smith
and his counsellors to destroy the paper containing the con-
stitution of the Danite Society, inasmuch as if it should
be discovered, it would be considered treasonable. This
order he did not obey, but kept the paper in his posses-
sion ; and after he was made prisoner by General Clark,
he delivered it up to him. The Mormon preachers and
apostles were directed to instruct their followers to come-
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opened, read and destroyed letters in the post-office: and
that they were engaged with a gang of counterfeiters,
coiners, and blacklegs.

There, Mr. Editor, is the character of two of the three
witnesses who testified that they had seen the plates of
the Book of Mormon ; that God’s voice declared to them
that they had been translated by his gift and power; that
an angel of God laid the plates and engravings before their
eyes ; and®that the voice of the Lord commanded them
that they should bear record of it. This is the - character
of two of the three witnesses, according to the testimony
of eighty-four Mormons, and not opposers of Mormon-
ism. To how much credit these two witnesses are
entitled, you can judge for yourself. In the course of
my communications on this subject, I shall exhibit the
character of the other witness, (Martin Harris,) and like-
wise of Prophet Smith himself.

From the Baptist Advocate.

FROM OUR LATE WASHINGTON CORRESPONDE NT.

Mr. EpiTor:

In my first communication on the subject of the Mor-
mon war in Missouri, I showed, by Mormon evidence it-
self, that two of the three witnesses that testified to the
truth of the Book of Mormon, viz: Oliver Cowdery and
David Whitmer, are utterly unworthy of any ecredit
whatever. In pursuance of my proposal in the same
letter, I now proceed to exhibit the character of the re-
maining witness, Martin Harris; and likewise the charac-
ter of Smith himself, over and above what has already been
shown in relation to him.

29%
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STATEMENT OF LUCY HARRIS, WIFE OF MARTIN HARRIS.
Palmyra, Nov. 29, 1833,

Martin Harris is naturally quick in his temper. At
different times while I lived with him, he has whipped,
kicked, and turned me out of the house. In one of his
fits of rage, he struck me with the butt end of a whip,
which I think had been used for driving oxen, and was
about the size of my thumb. He beat me on the head
four or five times, and the next day turned me out of
doors twice, and beat me in a shameful manner. His
main complaint against me was, that I was always trying
to hinder his making money. One day, while at Peter
Harris’s house, I told him he had better leave the com-
pany of the Smith’s, as their religion was false; to which
he replied: “ If you would let me alone, I could make
money by it.”

There is the character of the third witness of the trio,
on whose testimony the Book of Mormon depends for
support. Let us now look a little further at the character
of Prophet Smith himself.

Fifty-one of Smith’s old acquaintances in Palmyra, de-
clare him destitute of that moral character which ought to
entitle him to the confidence of any community, spending
much of his time in money digging, and being addicted to
vicious habits.

Peter Ingersol, of Palmyra, testifies, that Smith acknow-
ledged that he could not see in a stone, as he had pretended.

William Chace, of Manchester, Ontario county, N. Y.,
testifies, that Smith acknowledged he had no Book of
Mormon, and never had any.

Parley Chace, of Manchester, states, that Smith was
entitled to no credit whatever; that he was lazy, intem-
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perate, worthless, and very much addicted to lying, boast-
ing of his skill in it, digging for money, and scarcely ever
telling two stories alike in relation to the Golden Bible
matter.

David Stafford, of Wayne county, testifies, that Smith
used to get intoxicated, on which occasions he would quar-
rel and fight.

Barton Stafford, of Manchester, testifies, that Smith was
very much addicted to intemperance, even after he pro-
fessed to be a prophet; and when intoxicated, he fre-
quently made his religion his theme.

Henry Harris, of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, testifies, that
such was Smith’s character for lying, that the jury did not
believe him when under oath.

Rev. Nathaniel C. Lewis, of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and a relative of Smith’s wife, testifies, that
Smith’s general character was that of an impostor, hypo-
crite, and liar.

Alva Hale, brother-in-law of Smith, testifies, that Smith
told him, that his gift in seeing with a stone and a hat,
was a gift from God ; but at another time he told him, that
this ¢ peeping” was all nonsense. He further testifies,
that he knows Smith to be an impostor and liar.

Levi Lewis testifies, that he has heard Smith and Harris
both say, that adultery was no crime. Lewis further
testifies, that he knows Smith to be a liar; that he saw
him intoxicated at three different times, while composing
the Book of Mormon ; that he has heard him use the most
profane language ; that he has heard him say he was as
good as Jesus Christ ; that it was as bad to injure him as it
was to injure Jesus Christ; and that God had deceived
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him with regard to the plates, which was the reason he
did notshow them.

Let this suffice on this point. And now we have before
us the character of this false prophet, and of his three sup-
porters, on whose credibility the fate of the Book of Mor-
mom depends. Notone word of commentary is necessary,
after such an exhibition of their worthlessness and vile-
mess ; and I shall, therefore, leave it as it is to speak for
itself.

— —_—
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CHAPTER XXXIII. )

CONCLUDING SKETCH IN RELATION TO MORMONISM.

The following letter is the last in the series, originally
written for the columns of the Episcopal Recorder.

Although I have occupied your attention so long with
the history of the origin and rise of Mormonism, I have a
few words more to add before closing the subject. Several
facts which have come to my knowledge, since commenc-
ing these sketches, lead me to apprehend, that the develop-
ments we have been attempting to make are not ill-timed.
Is there any one who would have formed so low an estimate
of the Christian intelligence of thisland, as to have concluded
a priori that a deception so barefaced, and, withal, so ridi-
culous, as the pretended disinterment of the Mormon Bible
frm one of the hills of Western New York, and this—set on
foot by aniilliterate vagrant hanging on the skirts of society,
and of exceedingly doubtful moral character, and backed
by the pecuniary means of a man of the most credulous
and superstitious cast of character, whose sanity of mind
was greatly questioned by all his acquaintance, should
have gained in a period of ten years such dominion over
human belief, as to be received as the undoubted truth of
God by more than sixty thousand persons. We are sur-
prised to hear of the success of this imposture in the Great
Valley of the West, although there is material there for
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almost every erratic conception of the human mind to act
upon. But what shall we say of the success of Mormonism
in the Atlantic states,—gathering its converts from ortho-
dox and evangelical churches? Willit not fill intelligent
Christians with surprise to learn that the Mormons are
establishing themselves not only in many parts of New
England, but that they are spre®ing through Pennsyl-
vania, and that they already have two churches formed in
Philadelphia, and that a portion of the members of these
churches, have been regular communicants in the Methodist
and Presbyterian Chnrches? Such, however, is the fact.
And we shall not be greatly surprised, if this mystery of
iniquity” continues to work, and that those who have dared
t0 ‘““add to the words” of God’s finished revelation, shall
receive the threatened curse. We shall not be surprised
if ¢“ God shall send upon such, strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie,” and that they * wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived.”

One thing however is distinctly to be noted in the history
of this imposture. There are no Mormons in Manchester,
or Palmyra, the place where this Book of Mormon was
pretended to be found. You might as well go down into
the Crater of Vesuvius and attempt to build an ice house
amid its mojgen and boiling lava, as to convince any
inhabitant in either of these towns, that Jo Smith’s preten-
sions are not the most gross and egregious falsehood. It
was indeed a wise stroke of policy, for those who got up
this imposture, and who calculated to make their fortune by
it, to emigrate to a place where they were wholly unknown.
Assoon as they had arranged their apparatus for deceiving
weak, and unstable souls—as soon as the Book of Mormon
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was printed and their plans formed, the actors in this scene
went off en masse to a part of the country where their
former character and standing were unknown, and where
their claim to divine inspiration could be set up with a little
more show of plausibility than it could have been any
where in the state of New York. Mormonism had to
grow a number of years in a western soil, and there acquire
a sort of rank and luxuriant growth, before it could be
transplanted with any success to a point near its birth-place. -
And even now it keeps very much in the background its
grand pecularities. The Mormon preachers, I am told,
in this region, generally dwell upon the common topics of
Christianity, rather than upon the peculiarities of their
system. The object of this is manifest. They wish to
strengthen themselves by a large accession of converts,
before they stand on the peculiarities of their system.
But all Christians should beware of their devices. Their
whole system is built upon imposture. They beliede
Joseph Smith to be a prophet of God, when there is not
a man in our Penitentiary, that might not with just as
much plausibility lay claim to that character. They be-
lieve the Book oF MorMoN to be a divine revelation, when
it can be proved, that the whole ground-work of it was
written by Mr. Spalding as a Religious and Historical
Romance. They believe that they have the power among
them to work miracles, when even ¢ Satan with all”’ his
*power and signs and lying wonders, and with all his
deceivableness, has not been able to sustain their claim to
in a single instance.

Martin Harris, after he went to Kirtland, Ohio, where, as
we have seen, the first Mormon settlement was formed, used
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occasionally to return to Palmyra. As one of the three wit-
nesses, he claimed divine inspiration, and is, I believe, to the
present day regarded by the Mormons, as one of the greatest
and best among ¢ the latter-day saints.”” In these visits to
the place of his former residence he not only endeavoured
to proselyte his old acquaintances to his new faith, but
used sometimes to edify them with very solemn prophe-
cies of future events. I was informed by Judge S—— of
Palmyra, that he came to his office so much and uttered
his prophecies so frequently that he at length told him,
that he would not consent to his uttering his predictions
any more orally, but that he must write them down and
subscribe his name to them, or else seek some other place
for the exercise of his prophetic gift. Harris instantly
wrote down two predictions, attaching his signature to
each.

The one was a declaration that Palmyra would be
destroyed, and left utterly without inhabitants, before the
year 1836. The other prediction was that before 1838
the Mormon faith would so extensively prevail, that it
would modify our national government, and there would
at that period be no longer any occupant of the presidential
chair of the United States. To these predictions he sub-
joined the declaration that if they were not literally fulfil-
ed, any one might have full permission to cut off his head
and roll it around the streets as a foot-ball. Bear in mind
that this was one of the pretended chosen witnesses of
God, to testify to the truth of the Book of Mormon. I
need not say that both these prophecies in their entire
failure of fulfilment, convicted him of falsehood, and show
how little is the value of his testimony.

Another fact worthy of note in this connection is, that
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as Harris, Smith, Rigdon, &c., all expected to make their
fortune out of this scheme. The banking enterprise in
which they engaged, as we have seen, liked to have proved
aruinous operation to them all. Ultimately this speculation
contributed to sever Harris from Smith and Rigdon, who
went farther west, and commenced operations in Missouri.
Harris, in one of his late visits to Palmyra, remarked to 2
friend of mine, that Jo Smith had now become a complete
wretch, and that he had no confidence either in him or
Rigdon. Recollect that this is the testimony of one of the
three chosen witnesses by which the truth of the Book
of Mormon is to be established.

One fact more. You recollect that it was mentioned in
a former No. of these sketches, that Martin Harris’ wife
could not be induced to come over to the Mormon faith,
He consequently abandoned her, visiting her only once or
twice a year. She at length declined in health, and was
evidently sinking down to the grave. A gentleman of
undoubted veracity in Palmyra told me that a few days
before her death, Harris returned, and on one occasion
while sitting in the room with her, appeared to be very
much occupied in writing. She inquired what he was
writing? He replied that he was writing a letter to a
female to whom he was going to be married when she was
dead! And according to his words he was married to her
in a very few weeks after his wife’s death. What are we
to think of Mormonism, when we remember that a man of
such feelings and such morality was one of the chosen
witnesses to attest its truth.

I have already said, that the Mormons in this region
cautiously keep out of sight the peculiarities of their
system, and principally dwell upon the common topics of

30



350 GLEANINGS BY THE WAY. [cm. xxxm.

Christian faith and practice. One proof of this is, the
very few copies of the Book of Mormon, that are found
among them. I am told that among all the members of
the two Churches established in Philadelphia, there are
not more thantwenty copies of the Book of Mormon. This
book I suppose is only for the initiated—for those whose
faith is well established.
" Another fact in proof of the foregoing position is the
effort they use to drop the name of Mormons, and to as-
sume the more taking one of * Latter day Saints’’—and
when called upon to state their creed, instead of declaring
boldly that Joseph Smith is the prophet of God, and that
the Book of Mormon is his word, they rather dwell upon
thoee points of faith which all Christians hold in common.
In illustration of this last remark, I will here insert a
written statement given by Joseph Young, of Kirtland,
Ohio, an elder of the Mormon Church, while on a visit to
Boston to establish his faith in that city.
. “ The principal articles of the Latter-day Saints, vulgarly
ealled Mormons, are
1. A belief in one true and living God, the creator of
the heavens and the earth, and in his Son Jesus Christ,
who came into this world 1800 years since, at Jerusalem ;
was slain, rose from the dead, ascended on high, and now
sits on the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens ; that
through the atonement thus wrought out, all men may
come 0 God and find acceptance ; all of which they believe
s vevealed in the holy Seriptures.
2 That God requires all men, wherever his gospel is
ymuchusmed, or his law known, to repent of all sins, forsake
s md fallow righteousness ; that his word also requires
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men to be baptized, as well as to repent; and that the
direct way pointed out by the Scriptures for baptism, is
immersion. After which, the individual has the promise
of the gift of the Holy Spirit; that this divine communi-
cation is absolutely promised unto all men, upon whom
¢tthe Lord our God shall call,” if they are obedient unto
his commandments. This gift of the Holy Spirit, was
anciently bestowed by the laying on the apostle’s hands:
so this church believes that those who have authority to
administer in the ordinances of the gospel, have this right
and authority, through prayer ; and without this authority,
and this gift, the churgh is not now what it anciently was;
consequently, cannot be recognised as the true Church of
Christ.

3. That God will, in the last days, gather the literal
descendants of Jacob to the lands, anciently possessed by
their fathers ; that he will lead them as at the first, and build
them as at the beginning. That he will cause his arm to
be made bare in their behalf; his glory to attend them by
night and by day. That this is necessary to the fulfilment
of his word, when his knowledge is to cover the earth as
the waters cover the seas. And that, as men anciently
saw visions, dreamed dreams, held communion with angels,
and converse with the heavens, so it will be in the last
days 1 prepare the way for all nations, languages and
tongues, to serve him in truth.

4. That the time will come when the Lord Jesus will
descend from heaven, accompanied with ten thousand of
his saints ; that a mighty angel will lay hold on the dragon,
bind him, cast him into the pit, where he will be kept
from deceiving the nations for a thousand years; during
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which time, one continued round of peace will pervade
every heart. And,

5. They believe in the resurrection of the body : that
all men will stand in the presence of God and be judged
according to the deeds, or works, done in this life ; that the
righteous will enter into eternal rest, in the presence of
God, but the wicked be cast off, to receive a just recom-
pense of reward ; and that, to ensure eternal life, a strict
obedience to all the commandments of God, must be
observed, to the end.”

You see there is not even a remote allusion to what con-
stitutes the gist of their whole system. Butl will here
leave the subject for the present.
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