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to my recollection the writings of Solomon Spalding ; and
I have no manner of doubt that the historical part of it, i
the same that I read and heard read, more than 20 yea
ago. The old, obsolete style, and the phrases of “and 1t)
came to pass,” &c. are the same. ,

MARTHA SPALDING.”

~ We would here remark by the way, that it wqu}d appear
that Sol. Spalding, like many other authors, was ‘somewhat
vain of his writing, and was constantly showing and read
ing them to his neigtbors. In this way most of his inti- - *
mate acquaintnaces became conversant at that time with
his writings and designs. We might therefore introduce
a great number of witnesses all testifying to the same’ gene-
ral facts; but we have not taken the trouble to procure the
statements,of but few, all of whom are the most respecta-
ble men, and highly esteemed for their moral worth, and
their characters for truth and veracity, are unimpeachable.
In fact, the word of any one of them, would have more
weight in any respectable community, than the whele fami-
ly of Smiths and Whitmers, who have told about hearing
the voxce of an angel.

< -
1 have read the Book of . Mormon, which hasgbrought fresD !

Conneaut, Ashtabula Co. O. September, 1833.

I left the state of New York, late in the year 1810, and
arrived at this place, about the 1st of Jan. following. Soon
after my arrival, I formed a co-partnership with Solpmon
8palding, for the purpose of re-building a forge which he
had commenced a year or two before. He very frequently
read to me from a manuscript which he was writing, which
he entitled the ¢¢ Manuscript Found,” and which he repre-
sented as being found in this town. I spent many hours in
hearing him read said writings, and became well acquainted | .
with its contents.; He wished me to assist him in getting
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- his production printed, alleging that a book of that kind
would meet with-a rapid sale. I designed doing so, but the
forge not meeting our anticipations, we failed in business,
when I declined having any thing to do with the publication
of the book.  This book represented the American Indians
as the descendants of the lost tribes, gave an account of
" their leavmg Jerusalem, their contentions and wars, which
were many and great. One time, when he was reading
me the tragic account of Laban, I pointed out to him whg
I considered an inconsistency, which he promised to cor-
rect; but by referring to the Book of Mormon, I find tomj'
surprise that it stands there just as he read it to me then. —+
Some months ago I borrowed the Golden Bible, put it intp
my pocket, carried it home, and thought no more of it.—
About a week after, my wife found the bock in my coaz
pocket, as it hung up, and commenced readmg it aloud as
1 lay upon the bed. She had not read 20 minutes till [ wai
astonished to find the same passages in it that Spalding had
read to me more than twenty yearé before, from his ¢“Man-
uscript Found.” Eince that, I have morc fully examined
the said Gclden Bible, and have no hesitation in saying that;f
the historical part of it is principally, if not wholly takeg|
from the ¢“Manuscript Found.” I well recollect telling Mr.
Spalding, that the so frequent use of the words ¢ And it
came to pass,” “Now it came to pass,” rendered it ridicu-
lous. Spalding left here in 1812, and I farnished him the
means to carry him to Pittsburgh, where he said he would
get the book printed, and pay me. ButI never heard any
more from him or his writings, till I saw them in the Boak
of Mormon. HENRY LAKE.

Springfield, Pa. September, 1833.
In the year 1811, I was in the employ of Henry Lake
and Solomon Spalding, at Conneaut, engaged in rebuilding
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a forge. :While there, I boarded and lodged in the -family
of - said Spalding, for several months, I was ‘soon introdu-
ced to the manuscript of Spalding, and perused them as
often as I had leisure. - He had written two or three books
or pamphlets on different subjects ;' but that which more
particularly drew my attention, was one which he called
the “Manuscript Found.” From this he .would: frequently
read some humorous passages to the company present. It
purported to be the history of the first settlement of Amer-

ica, before discovered by Columbus. - He brought them off . -

from Jerusalem, under their leaders; detailing their travels
by land and water, their manners, customs, laws, wars, &c. °

. He said that he designed it as a historical novel, and that

in after years it would be believed by many people as much
as the history of England. He soon after failed in busi-
ness, and told me he should retire from the din of  his cred-
itors, finish his book.and have it published, which would
enable him to pay his debts and support his family. He
soon after removed to Pittsburgh, as I understood.

I have recently examined the Book of Mormon, and find}
in it the writings of Solomen Spalding, from beginning to!
end, but mixed up with scripture and other religious mat- |
ter, which T did not meet with in the ¢““Manuscript Found.”.J
Many of the passages in the Mormon Book are verbagtim
from Spalding, and others in part. The names of Nephi,
Lehi, Moroni, and in fact all the principal names, are bro’t
fresh to my recollection, by the Gold Bible. When Spal-
ding divested his history of its fabulogs names, by a verbal
explanation, he landed kis people near the Straits of Dari-
en, which I am very confident he called Zarahemla, they
were marched about that country for a length of time, in
which wars and great blood shed ensued, he brought them
across North America in a north east direction.

JOHN N. MILLER.

*
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Comleaut, Augmt, 1888. ,
I first became acquainted with Solomon Spalding in 1808
or 9, when he commenced building a forge on Conneaut
ereek. When at his housé, one day, he showed and read
to me a history he was writing, of the lost tribes of Israel,
purporting that théy were the first settlers of America, and
that the Indians were their decendants. Upon this subject
we had ‘frequent conversations. He traced their journey
from Jerusalem to America, as itis given in the Book of

Mormon, excepting the religious matter. The historic
part of the Book of Mormon, I know to be the same as {
. read and heard read from the writings of Spalding, more
than twenty years agd; the names more especially are the.
same without any alteration. He told me his object was to
account for all the fortifications, &c. to be found in this
country, and said that in time it would be fully believed by.
" all, except learned men and historians. I once anticipated
reading his writings in print, but little expected to see them
in a new Bible. Spalding had many other manuscripts,
which I expect to see when Smith translates his other plate.
In conclusion, I will observe, that the names of, and most
of the historical part of the Book of Mormon, were as fa-.
miliar to me before I read it, as most medern history. If
it is mot Spalding’s writing, it is the same as he wrote; and
if Smith was inspired, I think it was by th2 same spirit that
Spalding was, which he confessed to be the love of money.

AARON WRIGHT.

Conneaut, August, 1833.
When Soloaon Spalding first came to this place, he pur-
chased a tract of land, surveyed it out and commenced
selling it. While engaged in this business, he boarded at
my house, in all nearly six months. All h’s leisure hours
were oecupied in wijting a historical novel, fougded upon
< : .
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the first settlers of this country. He said he intended to
trace their journey from. Jerusalem, by land and sea, till .
their arrival in America, give an account of their arts, scie.
ences, civilization, wars and contentions. In this way, he
would give a satisfactory account of all of the old mounds,
s0 common to this country. During the time he was at my
- house, I read and heard. read one hundred pages or more;
.- Nephi and Lehi were by him répresented as leading char-
acters, when they first started for America. Their main
object was to escape the judgments which they supposed
were coming upon the old world. But no religious matter. -
was introduced, as I now recollect. Just before ‘he left this
place, Spalding sent for me to call on him, which I did—
" He then said, that although he was in my debt, he intended
to leave the country, and hoped I would not prevent him,
for, says he, you know I have been writing the history of
the first settlement of America, and I intend to go to Pitts~
burgh, and there live a retired life, till I have completed the
work, and when it is printed, it will bring me a fine sum of’
money, which will emable me to return and pay off all my
debts—the book, you know will sell, as every one is anx-
ious to learn something upon that subject. This was the
last] heard of Spalding or his book, until the Book of Mor-
mon came into the neighborhood. When I heard the his~
torical part of it related, I at once said it was the writings
of old Solomon Spalding. Soon after, I obtained the book,
and on reading it, found much of it the same as Spalding
had written, more than twenty years before.

OLIVER SMITH.

. Conneaut, August, 1833.
I first became acquamted with ‘Bolomon. Spaldmg, in
Dec. 1810. After that time I frequently saw him at his
house, and also at my house. I onoa‘in conversation with
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him expressed a surprise at not having any account of the
inhabitants once in this country, who erected the old forts,
mounds, &c. He then told me that he was writing a histo-
ry of that raceof people; and afterwards frequently show-
ed me his writings, which I read. I have lately vead the
Book of Mormon, and believe it to be the same as Spaldin
wrote, except the religious part. Ile told me that he i
tended to get his writings published in Pittsburgh, and he!
thought that i~ one-century from that time, it would be

lieved as much as any other history.
NAHUM HOWARD. :

Attemas Cunninghani, of Perry, Geauga county, stateo-
us follows:

«In the month of October, 1811, I went from the town-
ship of Madison to Conneaut, for the purpose of securing
a debt due me from Solomon Spalding. I tarried with him:
nearly two days, for the purpose of accomplishing my ob-
ject, which I was ﬁna]ly unable to do. I found him des-
titute of the means of paying his debts” His only hope of
ever paying his debts, appeared to be upon the sale of a
book, which hc had been writing. He endeavored to con
vince me from the nature and character of the work, that
it would meet with a rcady sale. Before showing me his
manuscripts, he went into a verbal rzlation of its outlines,
saying that it was a fabulous or romantic history of the first
settlement of this country, and as it purported to have been
a record found buried in the earth, or in a cave, he had
adopted the ancient or scripture style of writing. He then,
presented his manuscripts, when we sat down and spent a
good share of the night, in reading them, and conversing
upon them. [ well remember the name of Nephi, wifuch
appeared to be the principal hero of the story. The fréquent
repetition of the phrgse, I Nephi,” I recollect as 9Istinqtly

‘ /

/
- /
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as though it was but yesterday, although the general fea-
tures of the story have passed from my memory, through
+the lapse of 22 years. He attempted to account for the nu-
merous antiquities which are found upon this continent, and
remarked that, after this generation had passed away, his
account of the first inhabitants of America would be con-
sidered as authentic as any other history. The Mormon
Bible I have partially examined, and am fully of the opin-
ion that Solomon Spalding had written its outlmes before he
left Conneaut.”

Statements of the same import, might bé multiplied te an
indefinite length; but we deem it unnecessary. We are
here willing to rest the question, in the hands of any intel-
ligent jury, with a certainty that their verdict would be,
that Solomon Spalding first wrote the leading incidents of
thg Book of Mormon, instead of its being found by the
Smith family, while digging for gold, and its contents af-
terwards made known by the Supreme Being.

But our cnquiries did not terminate here. Our next object
was to ascertain, if possible, the disposition Spalding made
of his manuscripts. For this purpose, a messenger was
despatched to look up the widow of Spalding, who was
found residing in Massachusetts. From her we learned
that Spalding resided in Pittsburgh, about two years, when
he removed to the township of Amity, Washington Co. Pa.
where he lived about two years, and died in 1816. His
widow then removed to Onondaga county, N. Y., married
again, and lived in Otsego county, and subsequently remo-
ved to Massachusctts. She states that Spalding had a great
variety of manuscripts, and recollects that ene was entitled
the ¢ Manuscript Found,” but of its contents she has now
no distinct knowledge. While they lived in Pittsburgh, she
thinks it was once taken to the printing office of Patterson

& Lambdin ; but whether it was ever brought back to the
19
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house again, she is quite uncertain : if it was, however, it
was then with his other writings, in a trunk which she had
left in Otsego county, N. Y. This isall the inférmation that
could be obtained frem her, except that Mr. Spalding, white
living, entertained a strong antipathy to the Masonic Insti-
tution, which may account for its being so frequently men-
tioned in the Book of Mormon. The fact also, that Spal-
ding, in the latter part of his life, inclined to infidelity, is
established by a letter in his hand-writing, now in our pos-
session.

"The trunk referred to by the widow, was subsequently
examined, and found to contain only a single M. S. beok,
in Spalding’s hand-writing, containing about one quire of
paper. This is & romance, purporting to have been trans-
lated from the Latin, found on 24 rolls of parchment in a
cave, on the banks of Conneaut Creck, but written in mad-
crn style, aid giving a fabulous account of a ship’s being
driven upon the American coast, while proceeding from
Rome to Britain, a short time previous to the Christian era,
this country then being’ inhabited by the Indians. This
old M. S. has been shown to sevefal of the foregoing wit-
nesses, who recognise it as Spalding’s, he having told them
that he had altered his first plan of writing, by going far-
ther back with dates, and writing in the old scripture style,
in order that it might appear more ancient. They say that
itbears no resemblance to the ¢Manuscript Found.”

Here, then, our enquiries after facts partially cease, on
this subject. We have fully shown that the Book of Mor-
mon is. the joint production of Solomon Spalding and some
other designing knave, or if it is what it purports to be, the
Lord God has graciously condescended, in revealing to
Smith his will, through spectacles, to plaée before him and
appropriate to his own use, the writings-and names of men
which had been invented by a person long before in the

et
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grave. Having estabished the fact, therefore, that most of
the names and leading incidents contained in the Mormon
bible, originated with Solomon Spalding, it is not very mate-
rial, as we conceive, to show the way and manner by which
they fell into the hands of the Smith family. To do this,
however, we have made some enquiries.

It was inferred at once that some light might be shed up-
on this subject, and the mystery revealed, by applying to
Patterson & Lambdin, in Pittsburgh. But here again death
had interposed a barrier. That establishment was dissolv-
ed and broken up many years since, and Lambdin died a-
bout eight years ago. Mr. Patterson says he has no recol-
lection of any such manuscript being brought there for pub-
" lication, neither would he have been likely to have seen it,
as the business of printing was conducted wholly by Lamb-
din at that time. He says, however, that many M. S.books
and pamphlets werc brought to the office about that time,
which remained upon their shelves for years, without be-
ing printed or even cxamined. Now, as Spalding’s book
can no where be found, or any thing hcard of it after be-
ing carried to this establishment, there is the strongest pre-
sumption that it remained there in seclusion, till about the
vear. 1823 or 24, at which time Sidney Rigdon located
himself in that city. We htive been credibly informed that
he was on terms of intimacy with Lambdin, being seen fre-
quently in his shop. Rigdon resided in Pittsburgh about
three years, and during the whole of that time, as he has
since frequently asserted, abandoned preaching and all oth-
er employment, for the purpose of studying the bible. He
left there and came into the county where he now resides,
about the time Lambdin died, and commenced preaching
some new points of doctrine, which were aftcrwards found
to be inculcated in the Mormon Bible. He resided in this
vicinity about four years previous to the appearance of the
book, during which time he made scveral long visits to
Pittsburgh, and perhaps to the Susqucharnah, where Smith
was then digging for money, or pretending- to be transla-
ting plates. It may be observed also, that about the time
Rigdon left Pittsburgh, the Smith family began to tell about

finding a book that would coutain a history of the first in- ,
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