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authority we hold from God in the holy priesthood, that a curse shall
rest upon transgressors, who, with knowing wickedness, shall here-
after violate the laws of virtue and chastity. This is the voice of
the priesthood in Zion, and the voice of God, from the foundation
of the world. Hear it, oh ye Saints throughout the British isles and
adjacent countries! While God is gathering, and will continue to
gather his sons from afar, and his daughters from the ends of the
earth, he will not tolerate the obstruction of the great and last gath-
ering by the abominations of reprobates, that have been cast out as
refuse silver, and by their slanderous tales of abomination, palmed
- -upon his infant cause.”

~In the Third General Epistle of the Presidency we find
some regulations which redound highly to the credit of the
Mormon authorities. But leaving the question of the polyg-
amy and seduction alleged to have been, or to be still prac-
tised by the Mormons, to be decided by the reader, upon the
evidence on both sides which we have produced, we proceed
to other points.

« Many brethren having gone to the Gold Mines, and many are
about going, and all ¢ by counsel,’ as they say, and, no doubt, truly.
A few bave gone according to the advice of these whose right it is
to counsel the Saints, and such are right, inasmuch as they do right;
but much the greater portion have gone dtcording to the counsel of
their own wills and covetous feelings. Such might have done more
good by staying in the Valley,and laboring to prepare the way for
the reception of the brethren ; but it is not too late for them to do
good and be saved if they will do right in their present sphere of
action, although they will not get so great a reward as they would
have done had they performed the greater good.

¢« If, at the mines they will listen to the counsel of those men who
have been appointed to counsel them, and they return to work right-
eousness, and do as they would be done unto, and acknowledge God
in all their ways, they may yet attain unto great glory; but if they
shall cease to hearken to counsel, and make gold their god, and re-
turn among the Saints, filled with avarice, and refuse to lend, or
give, or suffer their money to be used unless they can make a great



SOCIAL ASPECTS OF MORMONISM. 3889

speculation thereby, and will see their poor brethren, who have toiled
all the day, in want and in perplexity, and they will not relieve, but
keep the dust corroding in their purses, it had been better for them
if a millstone had been hanged about their necks, and they had
been drowned in the depths of the sea, before they had departed from
the right ways of the Lord ; for if they shall continue thus to harden
their hearts ; and to shut up their bowels of compassion against
the needy, they will go down to the pit with all idolaters, in a mo-
ment they are not aware, with as little pity as they have manifested
to their poor brethren, who would have borrowed of them but have
been sent empty away.

“ Gold 48 good in its place—it is good in the hands of a good man
to do good with, but in the hands of a wicked man it often proves a
curse instead of a blessing. Goldis a good servant, but a miserable,
blind, and helpless god, and at last will have to be purified by fire,
with all its followers.”

Now, it would be easy to charge the cupidity of the indi-
viduals here reproved on the Mormon community, but it would
be manifestly unjust. 'We must recognize in such aberrations
the inevitable struggle between self-will and newly established
law. Further provision is made against the evil complained
of in the following express rules and statement :—

i Elders Amasa Lyman and Charles C. Rich will continue their
operations at Western California, according to previous instructions,
and not only keep an accurate account of all tithings and of the gen-
eral proceedings of all faithful brethren, that we may know of their
good works, and hail them as .brethren when we meet, but keep a
perfect history of all who profess to be Saints, and do not follow their.
counsel, pay tithing, and do their duty, and report the same to u
every mail that they and their works may be entered in a book of re-
membrance in Zion, that they may be judged therefrom, and not,im-
pose upon the faithfil ; for it is not uncommon for men to say, « I
can do more good if I go to the mines, than I can to stay here,” and
we want to prove such, and know whether they are true men or
liars. o

“ When men, professing to be brethren, go to the mines according
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to their own counsel, we want them to stay until they are satisfied
—auntil they have obtained enough to make them comfortable, and
have some to do good with and a disposition to use it for that pur-
pose, and not run back here in a few months, lock up their gold,
boast how much they have made, deing no good themselves, and
hindering everybody else from doing good over whom they have an
influence ; curse God, deny the Holy Ghost, and when spring opens,
run to the mines again, as some have done. Let sach men remem-
ber that they are not wanted in our midst; for unless they speedily
repent, the wrath of an offended Creator will suddenly overtake
them, and no pewer can stayit. Let such leave their carcases where
they do their work ; we want not our burial-grounds pelluted with
such hypoerites ; but we have it in our hearts to bless all men who
will do right, whatever their occupation, and our arms are ever open
to embrace such, and we pray for all men who are ignorant, or out
of the right way, that our Heavenly Father will give them his spirit,
that they may learn and do right.”

Some other points of soeial economy are touched on with
like wisdom ; such as the emigration fund, and the establish-
ment of the Deseret University.

*“ We would urge upon all Saints the impertance of keeping in
view the Perpetual Emigrating Fund, and of adding thereto, all in
their power the present season; for every succeeding year will be
more and more eventful in the progress of the work of God, and more
and more Saints will be ready, and want to gather to Zion. We
) Vwarmly anticipate that such will be the interest felt, and the funds
; eollected in the British Isles, that we can commence bringing for-

ward the Saints, from that region, one year hence ; and the Presi-
dency in England will take special care to be ready to act on future
instructions on the subject.
“Elders of Israel, be faithful in your calling, feed the sheep, feed
the lambs of the flock, and proclaim the gospel in all simplicity,
. meekness, and love, whenever you have the epportunity as it shall
be given you by the power of the Holy Ghost, which you will always
bave for your counsellor if you are faithful ; and let all the Saints give
diligent heed unto the counsel of those who are over them inthe Lord,
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upholding them by the prayer of faith, keeping themselves pure and
humble, and they will never lack wisdom from above, and by faith
and works search out your way to Zion.

“ Several elders have been appointed missions to England, Scot-
land, the Society Islands, the States, and Western California, as will
be seen by the minutes of the General Conference, of the 6th of
April, to which we refer for particulars concerning any business then
transacted.

“ We are happy in saying to all, that a brighter day is dawning
on the intellectual prosperity of Zion ; that the University recently
established by the State of Deseret, bids fair to accomplish the object
for which it was instituted ; that it is under the supervision of faith-
ful and intelligent men, who will consider no labor too great to carry
out the wishes and greatest possible good of those for whose benefit
the institution was founded : and we earnestly solicit the co-opera-
tion of all the Saints, and particularly the elders in all nations, to
gather, as they may have the opportunity, books in all languages,
and on every science, apparatus, and- rare specimens of art and na-
ture, and everything that may tend to beautify and make useful ; and
forward or bring the same to the Regents of our University, for the
benefit of all such as may hereafter seek intelligence at their hands.”

Mr. Oreon Pratt, in an “ Epistle to the Saints throughout
Great Britain,” is solicitous for the purification of both the
state and church from unworthy members. The following
are extracts :—

“ About two years have elapsed since I was appointed to preside
over the Saints in this land. I bave endeavored, during the time, to
inform myself concerning your condition, and to offer such counsel
as I thought best adapted to your circumstances. If, in the multi-
plicity of business which has pressed my mind, I have at any time
erred, it has not been intentionally. It has been my constant prayer
and study to know the will of God concerning you. It affords me
great pleasure to know that the churches have greatly flourished
since I have been in your midst, and that many thousands have been
- added to your numbers. Peace and uhion have alsp prevailed in
almost every branch ; while the Holy Spirit has been abundantly
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poured forth upon you, as is evident from the miraculons menifes-
tation of the healing power, together with numerous other blessings
enjoyed throughout the land. These tokens of the goodness of God
towards his Saints are calculated to make the faithful servants of
God rejoice.

“ The wise and judicious management displayed by the pregidents
of conferences, and the travelling elders under them, has been the
principal means in the hands of God in extending the cause of truth
in the British Isles. The extensive circulation of the printed word
has also given an impetus to the rolling of the great wheel of salva-
tion.  Strictness of discipline in plucking off dead branches—in puri-
Jying the church of corrupt members—and in laying the axe at the
very root of every species of wickedness, has also had a powerful ten-
dency {o strengthen and confirm the meek and humble, and to enlighten
the eyes of the honest inguirer.

“ Let the presiding elders of every conference endeavor to inform
their minds relative to the condition of every branch under their re-
spective jurisdictions. See whether your flocks are in a healthy con-
dition or not. The Lord has made you the shepherds over his sheep:
if you lose the sheep, or suffer them to perish through your neglect,
they will be required at your hands. Teach the presidents of
branches to look diligently after all the members. Counsel them to
enforce strict discipline, and to root out all backbiting and evil-speak-
ing one against another ; for this is a great evil, and tends to quar-
rels, divisions, strifes, apostasy, and death. If the backbiter or evil-
speaker will not, after proper admonitions, reform and cease his evil
practices, let fellowship be withdrawn from him, and let all know
that the church of God is not the place to injure and devour one an-
other. If any officer or member under your charge be found teach-
ing or practising unvirtuous doctrines, let him be dealt with strictly
by the law of God ; and if the president of a conference shall trans-

" gress, or teach or practise any iniquity, let the same be reported to
us, accompanied with the proper evidences; and if one of the
T'welve, or the president of the Saints in Great Britain, shall trans-
gress the law of virtue, and teach or practise unrighteousness, let
the presidents of conferences inquire into the same, and collect the
testimonies thereof, and forthwith transmit the documents unto the
First Presidency at head-quarters, that all may be dealt with accord-
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4 ing to the law of heaven. The time is come when too much light
and knowledge have been-given to the Saints for them to suffer
themselves to be imposed upon by men who are carried away with
their lusts. And we say, in the name of the Lord, that the displeas-
ure of heaven shall overtake the adulterer unless he speedily repent,
and his name shall be blotted out from among the people of God.
“ Woe unto them that commit whoredoms, saith the Lord God Al-
mighty, for they shall be thrust down to hell.” Woe unto them who
shall betray the confidence reposed in them, and shall make use of
their authority to seduce and lead astray ignerant and silly women,
for, except they repent, their authority shall perish quickly like the
dry stubble before the devouring flame. Woe unto them who lie and
bear false witness against their brother or sister to their injury ; it
were better for them that they were sunk in the depths of the mighty
ocean than to offend the children of God. Woe unto them who
steal, for their deeds shall be made manifest, and justice and judg-
ment shall lay hold on them in an hour they think not. Woe unto
them who love slander, and will not cease to speak evil of their
brother and sister, for they shall be hated of God and man, and their
bopes shall wither away and perish. Woe-unto all those among the
Saints who shall turn from their righteousness and do iniquity, for
the great day of the Lord is at hand, and their portion shall be among
hypocrites and unbelievers.”

Such language as this in their public documents, together
with the recorded facts of the excision and excommunication
of offending members, would seem to exonerate the Mormon
system from the vices of Mormon members. They also prove,
whatever may have been the moral state of Mormon society
in time past, that it has already greatly improved. And as
to the accusations against their founders, even when made
by undoubtedly pious men, the Mormons have an indisputably
valid answer, which they have thus worded for themselves,

“Pious men, who prayed often, and fasted frequently, af-
firmed that Jesus and His apostles were foul impostors, vile
sabbath-breakers, gluttons, wine-bibbers, treasonable persons,
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not fit to live. Do you judge Jesus by the testimony of pious
enemies? No, you judge his character, &c., by the testimony
of friends. Pursue the same line of judgment toward Joseph
Smith, and the issue is triumph : his bosom burned with a
love to humanity, manly, frank, and Godlike. You believe
in the testimony of Moses as to the wonders recorded in the
Pentateuch, yet Moses killed the Egyptian and hid his body
in the sand! Joseph Smith never did anything like that.
You believe and receive the Psalms and Proverks, yet David
and Solomon sinned foully and fearfully. Let your reason
and common sense speak and judge righteous judgment. A
false prophet will ever teach something false: Joseph taught
in perfect accordance with Scripture, just as a true prophet

" must do.”

The enmity excited among the pious, too, had its natural
ground in the peculiar doctrines taught by the new sect.
These we will also take in their own words : —

“ Some of the leading characteristics of the Latter-Day
Gospel were as follows : It declared all the earth, Christian,
Jew, Heathen, and Pagan, to be living in wickedness, unbe-
lief, and without a knowledge of God. It declared that the
religion of Jesus established upon the earth in the days of the
primitive apostles, had been long perverted into human insti-
tutions, without either the form or power, and consequently
were not acknowledged of God. It declared, that all those
calling themselves Christians in the nineteenth century, were
nothing less than idolaters, and living under a broken covenant.
It declared that God had now spoken from the heavens, and
given a commission to man to go forth and usher in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times, by opening the kingdom of
God to Gentile and Jew. It declared that all who would not
humble themselves, and go forth and be baptized for a remis-
aion of thoir sins, and have the imposition of hands for the
ecoptis I the Holy Ghost, by those whom God had called,
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would never enter into the kingdom of God, or be saved with
an everlasting salvation. It declared that all who were
without prophets and apostles—the spirit of inspiration and
immediate revelation from (iod, together with the Holy Ghost,
which would enable men to dream dreams, see visions, and
prophesy ; speak in unknown tongues, and work miracles ;
were not yet fellow-citizens with the Saints, or of the house-
hold of God. It declared that this was the stone cut out of
the mountain without hands, spoken of by Daniel and the .
prophets, and that it would roll on until every hostile power
upon the earth had fallen before it, and it had become a great
kingdom, and filled the whole earth. Let us here pause, and
inquire : Was there anything in all this, to pamper the preju-
dices of the public mind, and thereby gain the applause of the
world ?  On the contrary ; it is obvious, that had the inhabi-
tants of some other world laid their heads together, to concoct
such a story to palm upon this world, as would stir up the
bitterest spirit of hatred and persecution, they could not have
hit upon one more effectual than the principles embodied in
the Latter-Day Gospel.

“ We accordingly find that the gospel met the opposition
and contempt naturally to be expected. No sooner was its
first proclamation made, than both earth and hell were in a
stew to find adequate means to put a stop to such a work ; all
manner of lies and slanderous reports were put in circulation
to the prejudice of those who obeyed it, everywhere. The
whole artillery of the learned world was put in requisition to
bolster up such lies and slanders, and men were warned, both
from pulpit and press, to beware of the impostors. The ser-
vants of the Lord knew and felt they were so treated; but
still they preached and still they determined to know, and to
glory in nothing else. Why this, if they were impostors,
they must have yielded to the contempt it called forth. But
no, they preached it, and succeeded. And yet Jew and Gen-
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tile hated it. What conld carry it above that hatred but the
power of God ? For, as was to be expected from a religion
of this description, making such pretensions, and with a world .
hostile and already entrenched in power, it met with most
formidable opposition and violent persecution from all ranks,
orders, classes, and individuals whose interests were endangered
or craft disturbed. From governors, rulers, inferior magis-
trates; from priests and the whole train of idolatrous wor-
shippers ; from a lawless rabble multitude, the victim and
sport of every passion and prejudice ; the ready instruments
of party violence ; the easy dupes of designing men, and the
tumultuous and eager executioners of wrath, against those who
had become the object of their hatred. That the Latter-Day
Saints have suffered horrible persecutions is a fact not to be
denied, after all the publications upon the subject, and the
thousands of living witnesses who at this moment attest its
truth, and mourn over their martyred relatives.

“As an outline of what is contained in our records upon
this subject, we may notice, that no sooner were a few thou-
sands of the Saints settled on the western frontiers of Missouri,
having provided themselves with comfortable, and many of
them with large possessions, and having by industry greatly
improved their estates, and were beginning to enjoy some-
ting like real comfort, than the storm that had been brewing
against them in the hearts of their enemies broke out with
uncontrollable force; and large bodies of Christians, armed
with the powers of mobocracy, and headed by their ministers,
with the Bible in one hand and the sword in the other, en-
deavored to annihilate the poor, peaceful, unoffending Latter-
Day Saints; and in the most savage, barbarous manner did
they drive them from their lands and possessions in the midst
of a severe North American winter, burning their dwelling-
houses and other buildings, murdering them and their fam-
ilies, first ravishing and-then murdering their wives and
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daughters. In one case nineteen of them had hid themselves
in an old smithy, but their ruthless pursuers found them out"
and butchered them to a man ; and just when about to leave,
thinking that the work of slaughter was done in this place,
one of them discovered a little boy hid behind the bellows; him
they dragged forth, and while his little eyes and hands were
raised to heaven in earnest entreaty that these Christian sav-
ages might have mercy upon him, one of them, in whose
heart the last spark of humanity was not wholly extinguished,
ventured to plead for the life of the little boy ; but the ready
reply of one and all was, ‘* Away with him ; d—n him, if he
lives he’ll be a Mormon like his father,” and a ball from a gun
quickly scattered his brains upon the floor.

“ My heart sickens, and the blood freezes in my veins while
I write, and while I contemplate the worse than savage atro-
cities inflicted upon the most law-abiding, peaceful, unoffend-
ing people that ever graced the footstool of God. Yes,—they
drove them from their homes, their lands, and their posses-
sions. Stript, wounded, and beatén, they were compelled to
flee from all they had in or of the world, in the midst of a
very rigorous winter. It would have sickened the heart of
. the wildest savage of the forest to see their young infants,
their old men and women, their sick and infirm, with many
of their women suffering from the pangs of child-birth, many
of them too premature to look, or even hope for their recovery,
lying scattered here and there across the bare prairies, with-
out the slightest covering to shelter them from the pitiless
pelting storm, or the bitter frost and snow; so that many
more were they who fell martyrs to the inclemency of winter,
than they who perished by the sword, and much more bitter
and torturing to the feelings was their fate.

« Tt will not be expected that I could write one-thousandth
part of the sufferings of the Saints at the period alluded to,
neither is it my present intention so to do; suffice it to say,
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that the readiest pen, or the most eloquent tongue, would
come far short of the reality. To know would be to have
felt ; and even then the knowledge would be all your own—
you could not communicate it to another.

“But the question now is, did these cruelties destroy the
work of God? No,—so far from destroying, it did not so
much as retard it a single moment. Nay, it went on with
acoelerated speed; and at the very moment the Saints were
being butchered for the testimony of Jesus and the word of
God, that testimony was boldly and undauntedly borne
throughout all parts of the land. Is it possible to look upon
facts like these, and still hold the idea that these poor perse-
cuted people were impostors, or under a delusion ? Reason-
ing from such a state of things, and the results flowing from
it, we cannot, as reasonable beings, hold the idea a single
moment. They must either have obtained a knowledge of
that God whom to know is life eternal, and which served to
support their sinking spirits, and bear them up under all they
were called upon to suffer, or they must have given way to
the popular wrath, and thrown up their imposture as a thing
altogether unfit to succeed in the world.”

‘We have now brought to a close the few observations
which we have thought it necessary to make upon the evi-
dence by which the present believers in the mission of Joseph
Smith support his claims ; as well as upon the theology which
has gradually grown out of ‘the remarkable imposture, of
which the Book of Mormon is the root. We have, at the
same time, investigated the charges of vice and criminality
brought against Smith and his disciples. 'We have also con-
sidered Mormonism as a social and secular institution, which
already plays a very note-worthy part, both in this country
. and in America. The West has had its prophet as well as
the East ; and whatever may have been the original charac-
ter of the man, the sect which he founded has arrived at such



CONCLUSION, 899

a growth, that no arguments founded upon the fraud or ab-
" surdity of his pretensions will be of the slightest avail in pre-
venting the development of Mormonism. The sect—estab-
lished in its own home—treats all adverse criticism with the
same indiffcrence as the Mahometans or Buddhists show to
all who impugn the truth of their religions. They pity the
objectors—treat their arguments either as folly or blasphemy,
and entrench themselves in the impregnable fortress of their -
own faith. If this were not the natural course of things, and
strictly in accordance with all experience, there would_ at this
time be but one form of religion in the world. That there
are many forms of religion, each of which believes itself, and
it alone—to be the-true one, may explain, though it will not
justify, the faith and position of the Latter-Day Saints.
‘Whatever the world may say of the Mormons, the Mormons
may say of themselves, that they have succeeded in estab-
lishing the third political system that has grown out of Chris-
tianity. The Pope, the Queen of England, and Brigham
Young,.are alike heads of States and of Churcfes : and, what
is perhaps as remarkable a fact, the only State Church in
America is that which has been founded by Joseph Smith.

The great impetus given to the trade and population of the
Pacific, by the discovery of the golden treasures of Califor-
nia,—a discovery partly owing to the Mormons—will doubt-
less lead to a more rapid development of the resources of the
new and peculiar community of Deseret or Utah, than might
otherwise have been anticipated. Their past history has been
a singular one. Their future history promises to be even
more remarkable.





