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_ matter of ever increasing interest. Islam in India is
on the move. Men of intelligence, and especially those
who are educated in modern schools, are no longer able
to accept the tenets of the old regime. They are often
sceptical in regard to all religions. But there are many
who are trying to accommodate the teaching of the
Quran to a liberal interpretation of the Bible, and so
maintain the prophetic claims of Mohammed. These
movements involve the abandonment of some of the
positions of the orthodox party. The authority of tradi-
tion is discounted largely. Their rationalism leads them
to antagonise the claims of the Christian Scriptures
upon practically the same grounds as are common to
agnostics and unbelievers in Christian lands. The
arguments that would influence orthodox Moslems have
little influence with these. This fact must not be
allowed to discourage us. We must meet this new
movement upon other ground. We must insist upon the
fact that Christianity is not a philosophy, but a life,

‘-and by holding up before them the all-perfect life and

teaching of Jesus Christ, endeavour to bring them to

acknowledge Him as Lord and Master.
We must believe that, in the providence of God, these

. millions of Moslems are destined to accomplish some
great end in the final establishment of the Kingdom of
God. From among them have already come many of
our most efficient preachers and workers. Nowhere on
earth have missions to Moslems accomplished so much
as they have in India. Let us go out in humble trust
that by God’s grace the Gospel of Jesus Christ will prove
to be the power of God unto the salvation of Moslem
as well as of others in India.
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A LIST OF AUTHORS WHOSE WRITINGS WILL BE HELPFUL TO
THE STUDENT OF ISLAM,

AHBMAD KHAN (SIB SAYYAD).
1. Commentary on Genesis,
2. Reply to Hunter's Indian Mussalmans,
3. Hssays on the Life of Muhammad.
AMIR AL1 (HON. SAYYAD).
1. Life of Muhammad.
2. Personal Law of Muhammadans,
ALt (MAULVIE CHIRAGH).
Reforms in Muhammadan States.
Arr (M1 HASBAN).
Observations of the Mussalmans of India.
ANDEBRSON (JOHN).
Ohinese Muhammadans,
ArNorp (T. W.).
The Preaching of Islam.
ARNoLD (JoEN MUEHLEISER, D, D.).
Islam, Its History, Character and Relation to COhris-
tianity.
BurckHARDT, (J, L.).
1. Travels in Arabia.
2. Notes on Bedouins and Wahabis.
Bamumr (N. B. B.).
Digest of Muhammadan Law.
BraUM OF BHOPAL.
Pilgrimage to Mecca.
Bruiew (H. W.).
The Races of Afghanistan,
BLUNT (W. 8.).
The Future of Islam.
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BrLypzN (B. W.).
Ohristianity, Islam and the Negro Race.
BRETSCHNEIDER, (H.).
1. Mediaeval Researches from Eastern Asiatic Sources.
2. On the Knowledge Possessed by the Ancient Ohinese
of the Arabs and Arabian Oolonies.
BueTON (CAPTAIN).
Pilgrimage to Mecca.
Brieas (JoHN).
History of the Rise of Muhammadan Power in India—
a translation of Firishtah.
CRAWFURD (JOHN).
1. Descriptive Dictionary of Indian Islands, eto.
2. History of the Indian Archipelago.
DALBRYMPLE (A.).
Essay toward en account of Sulu.
Ervrorr. (S H. M.).
The History of India as Told by Its Own Histor-
{ans.
FIRIBHTAH,
History of Muhammadaen Conguest of India. (See
BRrieas).
FLUGEL.
Concordance of the Quran (To the Arabic tezt).
FoRrresT (T.).
A Voyage to New Guinea and the Moluccas.
GEIGER (RABBI ABRAHAM).
Judaism and Islam, English translation by Lady Mac-
worth Young.
Hammeron (C.).
The Hidayah, translated into HEnglish.
HuUNTER (W. W.). '
Our Indian Mussalmans,
Hueres (Rev. T. P, B. D.).
1. Dictionary of Islam.
2. Notes on Iglam.
Harpwick (REv. C.).
Christ and other Masters.
HaApJ1 KHAR.
With the Pilgrims to Mecca.
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HorLrmAy (Miss G. Y.).
Islam and Christianity, -
IBBETSON (SIB DENZIL).
The Mussalmans of the Panjab. (In Indian Evangelical
Review, Vol. X.)
Jessur (Rev. H. H,, D. D.).
The Mohammedan Missionary Problem.
Kotz (Dg.).
Muhammad and Muhammadanism.
Ler (Proressor 8. M., R. A. 8., Cambridge).
Persian Controversies,
LANRE (B, W.).
1. Selections from the Koran.
2. Manners and Customs of Modern Hgyptians.
3. Arabian Nights Entertainment with Notes.
LAxRE (J. J.).
Iglam: Its Origin, Genius and Mission.
Low (COLONEL JAMES).
A translation of the Keddah Annals.
MISHEKAT.
Transglated by Matthews.
MoeHLER (DB. J. A.).
Relation of Islam to the Gospel, translated by I. P.
Menge.
Mum (S WiLiam, LL. D.).
1. Life of Mohamet,
2. Testimony borne by the Koran.
8. Annals of the Early Oaliphate.
4, The Mameluke Dynasty of Egypt.
5. The Muhammadan Controversy.
6. Translation of Apology of Al Kindi.
7. Bources of Islam, translation.
MARSDEN (WILLIAM). '
History of Sumatra.
McNaAmr (F).
Perak and the Malays.
Moorr (I. H.).
Notices of the Indian Archipelago.
MizAR-UL-HAQQ. )
(Balance of Truth), translated from Pfander.
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Noxiorxx (TH.).
Q@eschichte des Qorans,
Newsorp (T. T.).
British Settlements in the Siraits of Malacca.
OsBoRRN (R. D.).
1. Islam under the Arabs.
2. Islam under the Caliphs of Baghdad.
PriLy (S LEwis).
The Miracle Play of Hassan and Hussain,
Pranore (Rev. C. G.).
The Mizan-ul-Haqq.
PALGRAVE (W. GIFFORD).
COeniral and Fastern Arabdia.
RopwrLL (Rxv. J. M.).
The Koran, translated (and Ohapters arranged in
Chronological Order).
SerenNeIR (DR, A.).
ILdfe of Mohammed,
SurrE (R. BOSWORTH).
Muhammad and Muhammadism.
Sz (Rev. B. B, D. M. R. A, 8.).
1. The Faith of Islam.
2. Historical Development of the Quran.
8. Hssays on Islam.
4, Islam: Its Rise and Progress.
SALE (GEORGE).
The Koran, with Preliménary Discourses and Notes,
TIspALL (REv. St. CLAIR).
1. The Religion of the Crescent.
2. The Bources of Islam (iranslated from the Persian
by Sir W. Muir.
8. Muhammadan Obdjections Answered.
WaeseY (REv. B. M, D. D.).
1. Comprehensive Commentary on the Quran, 4 Vols.
Triibner’s Oriental Series,
2. The Muslim Controversy.
Wise (JAMES),
The Muhammadans of Bastern Bengal.
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Yo (H).
1. The Book of Marco Polo, etc., translation and notes.
2. Cathay and the Way Thither.
ZweEMER (REV. 8. M, D. D, F. R. G. 8.).
1. Arabia the Cradle of Islam.
2. Moslem Doctrine of God.
8. Raymund Lull.
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OONTROVERSY WITH MOSLEMS; ITS PLACE AND METHOD

CoNTROVERSY may be defined as intellectual warfare. It
may arise in consequence of the struggle of two or more
aggressive forces, each striving for the supremacy. It may
be due to the desire of one party to supplant another, so
that the warfare on one part becomes purely defensive. But
whether offensive or defensive, the intellectual struggle is
real. It is a warfare.

Religlous controversy adds to the forces involved moral
and spiritual elements, and for this reason the odfum
theologicum 1s the flercest of all hatreds. The soil of this
earth has often been made red with the blood of opposing
armies, who, having dropped the intellectual armour, have
sought to decide the conflict by resort to sword and shield.
The words of Him, whose advent was heralded by songs of
“Peace on Earth and Good Will to Men,” have a thousand
times been proved true when He declared that He had not
come to bring peace on earth, but a sword. It was impossi-
ble to establish the truth of God in the earth without arous-
ing the flerce antagonism of the powers of evil and falsehood.
On the other hand the antagonism of the Gospel message is
so radical as to make it impossible for the error to live at
peace with it. For this reason the conflict between the
truth of God and the errors of the powers of darkness is
ever a deadly conflict. Like the children of Israel, who were
commanded to smite to the death every living soul in
Canaan, so the children of God are sent forth with a message
of mercy, which is to be carried to every creature—the in-
tent being nothing short of the conversion of all men to the
faith of Jesus.

It will therefore, be easy to understand the uncompromis-
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ing character of the Christian faith. It follows as a natural
consequence that the enmity of the weorld is aroused
wherever the Gospel is preached, and its intensity is ever
in proportion to the faithfulness with which it is proclaimed
or the intelligence with which it is heard,
~ Is it too much to say that controversy is unavoidable in
the propagation of the Gospel? There are those who ad-
vocate a policy of non-aggressiveness in missionary endeav-
our. By these, missionaries are held to be responsible for
all sorts of political troubles, and their presence, especially
in China and Turkey, is regarded as a continual menace to
peace in the lands where they labour.

Now we all deprecate the unwise methods of some who
have gone forth as the messengers of the Gospel of Peace,
especially of those who have not hesitated to invoke the
ald of the State to accomplish their purpose. But we: can-
not deny that, in the very nature of things, the preaching
of the Gospel and the establishment of Christian churches
and communities must arouse prejudice and opposition of a
very positive character. One of the first signs of this op-
position is expressed by the term Religious Controversy.
Such controversy is not only carried on by the opposing
camps of the Christian and the non-Christian, but is per-
haps most commonly seen in the cenflict of factions which
have arisen within the Church.

In this article, however, the consideration of contro-
versy within the Church has no place. It is our purpose to
give our attention to a consideration of the controversy be-
tween the missionary and Christian converts on the omne
hand, and the forces of Mohammedanism on the other,

It goes without saying that the servant of Christ should
be a man of peace. He is the messenger of a Gospel of love.
He tells of a way of reconciliation with God and of peace
with his fellow men,

But on the other hand the whole history of the Church
goes to show that nothing so arouses flerce antagonism, as
does this Gospel with its doctrine of human depravity and
i1l desert before a Holy God, its doctrine of salvation by
grace as the only way of reconciliation with God. This
Gospel is exclusive and can be satisfled with nothing less
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than the entire overthrow of false religion. We must there-
fore recognise the fact that controversy with Moslems is
absolutely unavoidable,

Some of our readers may be ready to question whether
controversy is not an unmixed evil,—possibly a necessary
evil, but yet an evil. But. reflection will enable us to see
that, notwithstanding some serious evils, such as the arous-
ing of prejudice, the possible strengthening of conviction
in error, and the creation of a party spirit, yet substantial
good may follow controversy. A few of the benefits most
commonly observed are the following:

1. It emphasises the points of difference between the true
and the false. The minds of most men are sluggish and
only too willing to be satisfied with present conceptions and
ideas, usually received by tradition from the past. If such
notions and opinions are false, a war of words may result
in a recognition of the error and the apprehension of the
truth. If the opinions be true, they become stronger because
they have been tried in the fire of thought, and the light of
reason. It is thus that the creeds of the Church in respect
to even its most mysterious doctrines have been formulated.
The intellectual atmosphere is cleared of clouds of miscon-
ception and the sunlight of truth is allowed to shine in.

2. Oontroversy serves to fio the truth in minds open to
doubt. Speaking of religious controversy, the late Dr.
Patterson of Chicago, once said: *“1I have rarely seen a man
converted by controversy. Its chief benefit lies in the influ-
ence it has upon those whose opinions are unsettled.” As
already intimated, this rule operates in both directions.
But, inasmuch as truth is more powerful than error, the
balance I8 sure to be on the side of truth.

8. But perbaps the most important result of controversy
i8 the definite statement of principles involved. It is prob-
able that the greater part of controversy on religious ques-
tions arises from indeflnite statements of the truth. Con-
troversy leads to clearness of definition, and thus ministers
to definite forms of thought.

4. 8till further, it must be said that controversy calls
popular attention to the questions under discussion. The in-
cident may occur in some obscure corner of the earth, but
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the local interest may extend through the medium of the
newspaper, magazine, or the book until it reaches every part
of the world. The debate between Dr. Pfander and the
maulvies of Agra served to rapidly popularise the Christian
claims versus those of Islam. The writings of that great
champion of the Christian religion soon became the text-
books of every Christian student of Islam in the missionary
world, while at the same time they obliged the Moslem world
to confront an array of argument against it, such as it had
never known before.

Seeing then the necessity and the value of controversy in
Christian endeavour to propagate the faith, let us now con-
sider where and when controversy with Moslems may be
most profitably held.

This point is not always clear, and the question of where
and when we may encourage a debate on religious doctrine
or practice i8 by no means easy to answer, for, however
clear may be our theory, we will often find it quite impossi-
ble to carry it out in practice. It is well, however, to have a
theory, because it will do much to help us in practical work,
even if we cannot fully carry it out,

As to place, the following general principles may be con-
sidered settled, as the result of many years’ experience.

1. Controversy should not be carried on in the open Bazaar.
The circumstances make it impossible to secure a calm and
dispassionate consideration of the subject to be discussed.
The men who are ever ready to debate in such a place are
hardly ever men who seek to know the truth. Their sole
object is to annoy the preacher, or to pose as champions
of their cult. Oftentimes they turn out to be Moslem
preachers, who seek to throw dust in the eyes of the multi-
tude, and so to prevent the lodgment of Christian truth in
the minds of the people.

2. Again, controversy should not be allowed in the course
of a chapel service. Such services should be made as wor-
shipful as possible. The preacher should insist on his right
to set before the audience the truth he has come to utter,
without any interruption. There are people in every such
audience, who hdve come in as strangers, or possibly as in-
quirers, and who wish to hear what the Christian has to say.
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Any controversy would defeat the object of these inquirers
or hearers as well as that of the preacher. Let the chapel
service be held sacred to the cause of Christian preaching.

8. Controversy should not be indulged in during a personal
call. If we bhave called upon a Moslem friend, it is not
courteous to turn his parlour into a hall for debate, If, on
the other hand, a non-Christian friend comes to call on us, it
is a mistake to permit anything like a hot discussion. A
social call should be made to serve the interests of good will
and friendship. This is not to say that the subject of reli-
gion should be tabooed. By no means, many a time does
such a case afford the very best opportunity for religious
converse, but that is very different from a debate, which
may degenerate into offensive speech which would break
asunder the ties of friendship. As to times not suited to
controversy, we should say:

(1) It should not be undertaken when angry passion ap-
pears on either side. The least sign of angry feeling should
be the sign to stop. You cannot influence the mind of an
angry antagonist, except to make him more angry. If you
have given way to anger, you have practically been defeated.

(2) Care should be taken never to discuss any point, until
§t has been definitely stated—otherwise no definite end can
be aimed at. In like manner we should refuse to discuss
merely trivial questions,

(8) Debate should be declined whenever the opposition
fails to disclose a serious desire to learn or maintain what
he believes to be the truth. There is always hope for the
earnest man, but there is no hope of doing goed to the mere
quibbler or caviller,

(4) We should decline to discuss subjects in public cal-
oulated to arouse angry passion. The question as to Mo-
hammed’s private life or his imposture may be discussed in
private, but to undertake this kind of exposure in any public
place would possibly, and in some places certainly, incite
to violence. Such debates are not unheard of in missionary
experience, but I have yet to learn of any good resulting
therefrom,

Turning now to the positive side of this question, I would
say that:
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(a) Religious discussion may be held in any place and at
any time fized upon by mutual consent. The discussion may
be either in public or private. The place may be the mis-
sionary’s study, the home of a native friend, the chapel
opened for this special purpose, a Moslem place of worship,
or in a public hall.

(b) Such discussion should be on a subject previously
announced and clearly defined.

(c) Such debate should be undertaken when there i3 a
reasonable hope that it can be conducted in a calm and dis-
passionate manner. The object should be the maintenance
of the truth against the errors of false religion and
philosophy. 8o much for the time and place in which it
is wise to undertake to debate religious questions with
non-Christians, Let us now turn to the question of
method.

In general two methods of controversy are in vogue: (1)
By the voice; and (2) by the pen. If by the voice, it would
be carried on, (a) from the platform of the preacher or
lecturer, or (b) in a more quiet way, in the way of conver-
sation. If the controversy be carried on by the pen, it would
be through the medium of the press, either in newspaper
articles, or in books or tractates. In either case, success
depends first of all upon very careful preparation. The evils
resulting from ill-considered debate or discussion of religious
questions are very great. It frequently amounts to the con-
fusion of the cause, it was intended to aid. The hope of
success lies in a thorough study of all sides of the question
to be discussed. Every point should be so balustered by
argument as to become practically impregnable, In addition
to the preparatory work, there are several points which
should be considered.

1. We should invariably preserve a good temper and a
serious mood. The weight and importance of the issue
should control the mind and behaviour. The temptation to
give way to anger and vindictive speech is sure to present
itself. The temptation may take the form of an inclination
to indulge in sarcasm and ridicule. But we should not for-
get that such manifestations of temper are generally under-
stood to indicate a weakening of our cause. Hence we need
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to be watchful and strive to maintain a calm and dignified
exterior. It is the word calmly spoken that carries convic-
tion,

2. In public debate, it is all-important to give one’s op-
ponent full opportunily to express his views. It is wise
never to interrupt even to correct a misrepresentation. 7Take
notes. All misrepresentation will minister to the success of
your cause in the end. Complete and respectful silence on
your part will enable you to demand a hearing without in-
terruption. We stand up as the champions of truth. This
attitude should make us willing to hear all that can be
said on the other side.

8. Be sure of your opponent’s pogition. If you have taken
notes of his statements, repeat them in his hearing and gain
his assent to them before replying. It is exceedingly easy,
and very common in practice, for an opponent to try to
escape from the conclusion of your argument by denying
your main premise. If he does not entirely repudiate the
statement, he will endeavour to so modify it as to render
innocuous what you may have said.

4. In religious coniroversy, argument should, as far as
possible, be based upon the Bible and the books which our
opponents regard as sacred or authoritative. Reason,
philosophy and science may aid you, but in dealing with
Moslems, we should pin them down to what they regard as
inspired Secripture, The facts of history and religious ex-
perience may be used with effect, provided your hearers have
any knowledge of either. Everything in their sacred books
should be used that is available. For this we have an
example in Paul’s discourse at Athens, when he quoted the
writings of a heathen poet, who had said: “In him we live
and move and have our being.” A modern example of the
value of this sort of help is found in a book, translated from
the Arabic by Sir William Muir, entitled, The Torch of
Guiddnce to the Mystery of Redemption, wherein the writer
builds a powerful argument for salvation by grace through
atonement upon a single sentence taken from the Quran:
that sentence is, “ And we ransomed him by a noble victim.”
Similarly we would refer you for example to the Tracts for
Moslems, by Dr, G, H. Rouse, in which we find the Scriptural
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teachings of the Christian writer, strengthened by frequent
reference to the statements of the Quran,

5. Be fair to your opponent. By this statement we do not
mean to repeat what we have already said as to giving an
opponent a patient hearing. But we do mean that we should
never insist upon ascribing to our antagonist a position which
he repudiates, or of putting upon his words a meaning he
did not intend. Everything of this kind will in the long run
defeat its own purpose. It is said of the late Maulvie
Safdar Ali, who served the church so long as an honoured
member and powerful writer, that when the Delhi and Agra
maulvies were boasting that they had defeated the padres,
Pfander and French, he said: *“No, you did not defeat
them, nor did you answer one single argument. You only
succeeded in throwing dust into the eyes of ignorant people.”

6. Hold fast to the main issue. Let less important matters
go unheeded, but stick to the one subject in hand. It is a
favourite method with non-Christians, and especially with
Moslems, to either change the issue by modification, or to
raise, if possible, an entirely new issue. You may press them
hard as to the testimony of the Quran to the dignity and
character of Jesus Christ. They will watch for an oppor-
tunity to turn you aside by the trite saying, * Ah, but God
cannot have a son.” They are faithful followers of the
precept, “ When ye are persecuted in one city flee to another.”
Do not allow such change of issue, but insist upon settling
one thing at a time.

7. Avoid any appearance of joy or exultation over the de-
feat or perplexity of an adversary. Strive to lead him to
see and to accept your position. This is to give him credit
with being as sincere a lover of truth as you are. A contrary
course is almost sure to rob you of all the spoils of victory.
Controversy of such kind as is conducted in a spirit of in-
tellectual pride can accomplish no possible good. Whereas,
a discussion, or debate, conducted in humility, cannot fail to
impress many minds favourably, and by God’s blessing, it
may be used to the conversion of some. When controversy
is carried on through the medium of the press, the general
principles already mentioned will apply. There are, how-
ever, a few points that require separate mention.
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(1) Let all matters be presented in a discursory manner.
The danger of the average writer is that he will destroy the
influence of his writing by assuming a dogmatic style.
Dogmatism in controversy repels. If, on the other hand, we
discuss all sides of the question at issue, stating as strongly
as possible the positions claimed by our opponent, meeting
by anticipation of his argument, we not only secure a better
hearing—or rather reading—but we forestall any charge of
unfairness or one-sidedness in argument. Every advance in
argument should be made in a scholarly manner, demolishing
the enemy’s defences as we go, and building upon their
ruins the edifice of Christian truth,

A splendid illustration of this principle may be found in
Dr. Pfander’s Way of Life, Sir William Muir’s Testimony
of the Quran to the Ohristian Scriptures, and Mr. Sell’s
Historical Development of the Quran.

(2) A controversial writer should be respectful in language
and address. By this we do not merely mean that he should
avoid giving offence by indulging in sarcastic and caustic
language, but that he should use those respectful forms of
speech which are invariably used by Indian writers. The
bald forms of speech used by Europeans are often offensive
to native readers. They not omly are not attractive, but
they are repellent.

Again, on this point, care should be taken to avoid ex-
travagant statements, especially when they are likely to
be offensive. The truth should not be concealed, but it
should be couched in language which is devoid of anything
offensive beyond the simple statement of fact intended.
Quite a large proportion of the books and tracts written
on the Moslem controversy. need to be thoroughly revised in
this respect and some of them should be suppressed.

(8) The writer of controversial literature should be sym-
pathetic. The reader should be made to feel that, however
much as he may dissent from the teaching of the writer,
nevertheless the author is his friend. The reader should
especially be impressed with the writer’s anxious desire
that he should be made an heir of the inheritance of the
saints in light. A very good illustration of this spirit is
found in Mr. Murray Mitchel’s Letters to Indian Youth, and
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* the Rev, J. Vaughan’s What Think Ye of Christ. The same
spirit characterises Dr. Rouse’s Series of Tracts for Moslems,
‘We should never allow the blasphemy of bigoted Moslems
1o betray us into expressions which could be taken to ex-
press mere personal resentment. Patience and long-suffering
kindliness will often serve to win an adversary, who would
otherwise be confirmed in persistent opposition. Those
wonderful words of Paul, recorded in his First Epistle to
the Corinthians, ought to constitute the motto of him who
would enter the fleld of religious controversy :
¢ Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things.”
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