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During the remainder of the spring and summer months the
anomalous position occupied by the non-Mormons in affiliating
with the Church-Democratic and Church-Republican parties was
widely and earnestly discussed. It was clearly seen that during
more than ten years the non-Mormons, locally, in affiliating with
the National parties, had been playing into, and strengthening
the hands of the ‘‘inspired’’ criminals at the head of the Mormon
Church—that the Gentiles were mere pawns on the political chess
board of the scheming prophets.

On September 7, 1904, a gathering of protesting Gentiles was
held, and a committee of five Republicans and five Demoecrats
was appointed. The duty of the committee consisted of outlining
the future policy of those who were opposed to the perpetuation
of polygamy, and to the political control of the Mormon hier-
archy. Following is the committee’s report:

‘“Whereas, an experience of fourteen years since the first ma-
terial sign of the abatement of troubled conditions here was seen
in the promulgation of the Woodruff manifesto, has shown that
the promises made were crafty and insincere ; that the sought-for
division of the people on party lines was not carried out in good
faith; that both party organizations have been dominated and
used for the double purpose of maintaining an ecclesiastieal con-
trol which had no regard for either, and of preventing remon-
strance or opposition by those who favor the free exercise of in-
dividual judgment and preference in political affairs; and,

‘“Whereas, repeated experiences, emphasized by events just
past, have fully proved that this ecclesiastical dominance is all
powerful and persistent, and that it cannot be shaken off so long
as those who oppose it are divided into hostile camps, but on the
contrary since such division of the friends and supporters of
American institutions, their voices are stifled, and the hands are
strengthened of the crafty manipulators of the church power and
its application to political affairs; therefore, be it resolved,

‘(1) That we will no longer play into the hands of the church
leaders by a division, which simply panders to their desires and
purposes.

‘“(2) That we will repel with every means at our command
the intrusion of ecclesiasticism into politics or the affairs of state.
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““(3) That we refuse to merge Utah affairs in any national
party action, since the division thus created paralyzes every effort
to Americanize the State.

‘“(4) That sv far as affairs here are concerned, any division
on party lines is a sham and a farce, every pledge of the eccle-
siastical power to refrain from direction in the political affairs
of the people having been shamelessly violated ; every pretense of
letting politics alone a shameful and shallow mockery.

‘“(5) That we will never cease to demand the complete free-
dom of political affairs, untouched by any taint of apostolic con-
trol, that we demand the complete separation of church and
state, in fact as well as in name, and that we will repel to the
utmost all efforts to perpetuate the ecclesiastical control of public
affairs in Utah.

‘“(6) That the public schools are the especial pride of the
American people; we resent the grasping domination of the eccle-
siastical power therein, and pledge ourselves to shake it off at the
earliest possible moment. Church control of the schools must go.

‘“We disclaim most emphatically and positively any desire or
purpose to attack any church or to assail any one’s religious sen-
timents or church affiliations; our purpose is as set forth herein,
and no other. ’

‘‘ Appealing to all fair-minded citizens of Utah to sustain us
in this, our righteous purpose, definitely, surely and forever to
separate church and state, and asking in this the support of every
lover of American institutions, we declare the occasion for this to
be timely and the provocation repeated and extreme. Come with
us, and let us redeem the State.’’

The doctrines and policies embraced in the foregoing report
formed the basis of the local American party which was organized
at a magnificent assemblage of Salt Lake City’s foremost citizens
held in the Grand theatre. September 14, 1904.

The prophets attempted to laugh the new party out of existence.
With them it was merely a ‘‘tempest in a tea-pot.”’ They charged
that it was the work of disgruntled politicians at the head of
whom was ‘‘Tom’’ Kearns, who, the Mormon press asserted. had
vainly tried to secure ‘‘Church influence’’ for re-election to the
Senate. They charged that Senator Kearns had approached
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President Smith on that subject and had been promptly and per-
emptorily turned down. Aside from the merits of the contro-
versy there was involved in the charge a concession of two im-
portant points: First, that the chief prophet’s influence was po-
tent in the election or defeat of aspiring candidates for political
preferment. And second, that Senator Kearns knew that he
could not be elected without the consent of the Lord’s alleged
vicegerent, and that with the prophet’s aid the rest was easy.

The Salt Lake ‘‘Herald,’’ the Democratic organ, joined with
the church forces in the attempt to kill the American party with
ridicule. The new party had stolen the guns and all the ammu-
nition of the Democrats so far as opposition to church influence
was concerned. Another cause of grievance was that, with the
exception of Judge O. W. Powers and one or two other strong
Gentile Democrats, the American party had absorbed the non-
Mormon brains of the aggregation of patriots which, during ten
years, had been alternately protesting against church-inspired
defeats and weeping because of those defeats. The Democrats
urged that the American party was a useless political appendage;
that if, to them, church influence in politics had become unbear-
able they should have joined the Democratic party and aided in
the extirpation of those political wrongs.

Aside from the fact that Republicans could not, consistently,
affiliate with Democrats on any question other than that of
church and state, the Democratic party had repeatedly proved
that it lacked the courage to push the war ‘‘into Africa.’”’ Under
those conditions, there was but one course to take—the organiza-
tion of a party into which all voters, irrespective of politics, creed
or color, could enter and fight for the attainment of a8 common
object. Boiled down, the American party’s platforms demand
the elimination of the hierarchy from politics and the public
schools, and obedience to the laws against polygamy.

On August 22, 1905, the American party committee organized
for the city campaign of 1905. J. E. Darmer was elected chait-
man and S. P. Armstrong secretary of the central committee.
There was a great deal of work done by the committee during the
next thirty days, and on September 22 primaries were held. On
Tuesday, September 27, the city convention was held and a full
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city ticket, headed by Ezra Thompson for mayor, was nominated.

As the campaign advanced the prophets saw that the election
would be close. A careful canvass of the city proved to them
that many Gentile Republicans who yet remained in the party
would not support W. J. Lynch, the Republican nominee for
mayor, and without that aid he would be hopelessly beaten at the -
polls. The real fight, therefore, would be between Richard P.
Morris and the American nominee. Morris was then serving as
mayor, and had been elected because of his great personal popu-
larity, many Gentile Republicans having voted for him.

At the last moment, a quiet attempt was made by the prophets
to transfer sufficient votes to Morris in the hope of saving the city
from the hated ‘‘ Americans,’’ but it was too late for effective
work.

The election returns were: Thompson, 8456; Morris, 7797;
Lynch, 4985. The Americans had won by a snug plurality. And
the showing was remarkable for a party that was not fifteen
months old. It was the first victory for political liberty in Utah
since the disbandment of the Liberals in 1893.

The only interest that former Senator Kearns had in the cam-
paign or in the election was that of a private citizen. Yet, during
the past four years, he has been the recipient of more senseless
abuse from the Mormon and pro-Mormon press and speakers than
any hundred men in Utah.

The American party had its origin in the outraged feelings of
American citizens whose patience was exhausted, and who de-
clined to longer play into the hands of a law-defying band of
priests who had proved to all the world that their ‘‘faith and
honor’’ was as deceptive as the fateful desert mirage. The Gen-
tile residents had aided them in their hour of need. They had
believed in and trusted them, and for their reward had received
ingratitude and treachery.




CHAPTER LVII
SYNOPSIS OF POLITICAL EVENTS—1904 To 19_09

The objective point of this volume has been reached and passed,
and it merely requires a brief synopsis of the events of a very
short period to complete the story of the political perfidy of the
Mormon prophets. The general public would not be interested
in the details of the struggle for political supremacy which was
waged in Utah between the leaders of the Mormon Church and
the American party during the years 1906, 1907 and 1908.
Therefore, only a few general facts need be given.

The determined onslaughts of the American party on the po-
litical power, and the polygamous practices, of the prophets each
year, served to force the latter further into the open, until, in
the campaign of 1908, the ‘‘holy men of Israel’’ were compelled
to throw off their masks and, through their agents, the stake
presidents, to advise the Democratic Saints to vote the Church-
Republican ticket in order to save Salt Lake County and the
third judicial district from capture by the Americans. The
Sabbath meetings of the Saints were transformed into political
pow-wows, and the pulpits became rostrums from which inspired
anathemas were hurled against the ‘‘enemies’’ of the Saints.
Under the directions of the stake presidents, the Mormon bishops
marshaled the host of ‘‘block teachers’’ who made house-to-house
visits and labored with the Democratic Saints, urging them to
vote the Church-Republican ticket on pain of being branded as
“‘apostate’’ if they failed to do their duty in the hour of Zion'’s
greatest need. Not only was the entire church machinery used in
the interest of the church party, but inflammatory and libelous
tracts were issued by the thousands and of which venerable Mor-
mon high priests became the street-corner vendors for the ‘‘wel-
fare of Zion.”” The burden of those political sermons, speeches
and tracts was that: ‘“If the American party is successful, our
leaders (the polygamous prophets) will be sent to the peniten-
tiary or suffer banishment from the State.’’

526
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Amid the darkness, bitterness, fanaticism and heartburnings of
the campaign of 1908 a few bright lights gleamed with the stead-
fastness of real American manhood. Such stalwart Mormon-
Democrats as Judge William H. King, James H. Moyle and
Brigham H. Roberts entered the contest and attempted to turn
back the ebbing tide of Democracy. With impassioned eloquence
and unanswerable logic those courageous Mormons pointed out
the suicidal policy of destroying the political alignment of the
Mormon people; that such an event would revive the sncient
Mormon and non-Mormon fight in Utah with all the old-time
bitterness and hatred, and because of which the entire State
would suffer irreparable injury. As a regard for their unselfish-
ness and patriotism in attempting to save the prophets from the
well-earned charge of political treachery, and the Mormon people
from the consequences of their contemplated folly, those men
were openly branded as ‘‘apostates’’ and traitors to their church.

The efforts of the men just named, and of Judge O. W. Powers,
who, as a Gentile Democrat, ably and eloquently voiced the sen-
timents of his Mormon coadjutors, were futile. The election re-
turns proved that the once strong and virile Democracy of Salt
l.ake County had been reduced to the total of 4,237 votes, of
which fully 2,000 were cast by non-Mormons!

Through his enormous Federal patronage Apostle-Senator
Smoot built up an impregnable machine composed of truculent
office-seeking Mormons and worse Gentiles. And through such
agencies the Mormon prophets now politically rule Utah with as
much certainty as to results as did any of the old-time despots
rule their kingdoms and empires.

Out of the sixty-five members of the State legislature, the
Church-Republicans elected sixty-one. In faet, the ‘‘sob-squad’’
of the Church-Democratic party, after the election of 1908, was
so badly dazed that it lacked the energy to utter its familiar
annual wail because of ‘‘church influence’’ in polities.

This chapter should not close without mention of the legislative
farce of ‘‘electing’’ Apostle Reed Smoot to succeed himself as
United States Senator from Utah. During January, 1909, Repub-
lican members of the legislature held a caucus on the matter of
electing a United States Senator. Other than Apostle Smoot no
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candidate had been mentioned for the position of Senator. But,
in order that a show of competition might be made, and to ‘*save
the faces’’ of the Lord’s chief vicegerents, 8 member of the eaucus
nominated ex-Governor Heber M. Wells, who received three or
four complimentary votes. But in joint session, the agent of
the Mormon hierarchy received the full sixty-one Republican
votes for Senator, as against the entire (two) Democratic votes
for Judge William H. King. And thus was the political rule of
the prophets double-padlocked on Utah for another six years.

AWAKENING OF THE PROPHETS

As a matter of justice to the Gentiles of Salt Lake City—the
Gentiles of the American party—it is necessary to trench on a
subject that is more than distasteful.

The Gentiles of the American party, as the reader will doubt-
less remember, were branded as °°gamblers, patrons of vice and
crime and lewd women’’ by President Joseph F. Smith.

Any man who knows anything of the moral conditions pre-
vailing in Salt Lake City, and especially along that forty rods
known as Commerecial street, prior to the accession of the Ameri-
can party to municipal control, knows that gambling and sexual
immorality were rampant.

From 1847 to 1890 Salt Lake City was under the absolute con-
trol of the Mormon hierarchy. And at no time during those forty
odd years was any serious effort made by the prophets to check
the increasing immorality of Saints and sinners. Occasionally
the prophets rubbed their eyes and kept awake long enough to
hurl the usual stock-in-trade epithets at the Gentiles because of
their alleged responsibility for the gross, open and shameless
immorality of Commercial street and other localities.

After the division on political lines, the immoral element be-
came a political factor with which each of the church parties,
by and with the consent of their ‘‘inspired’’ masters, openly
negotiated.

Numerically the church parties were, for a time, about equal,
and each party bid for the votes of the gamblers and prostitutes
by letting them severely alone.

Thus it was that Commercial street became a very hell of vice
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and crime, and so continued until purified, so far as possible, by
the American party.

During several years prior to the first victory of the American
party not léss than six wide-open gambling hells were running
full blast on Commercial street and nearly a like number of
other dens were wide open in other portions of the business dis-
trict. Each night those breeding places of crime, poverty and
wretchedness were filled to almost overflowing with men of all
ages, many of the patrons being under age. Mormon policemen
were often present in the dens and viewed with spiritnal and
complacent interest the numerous machines and devices for sep-
arating weak-minded men and youths from their money. Each
Saturday night the heads of scores of needy families passed their
earnings over the sure-thing tables to the gamblers.

One instance of the results of those heaven-protected games
came under my personal observation. A young Mormon, the
husband of a lovely and loyal wife, took his first lesson in gam-
bling in those Mormon-controlled dens on Commercial Street.
The young Mormon added the vice of drunkenness to that of
gambling. His father paid several thousand dollars in liquida-
tion of debts that, if known to the public, would have disgraced
his son. The young man’s mother, a woman whose adult life had
been embittered by the special curse of Mormonism, was crushed
by the added sorrow and during several years was almost a
nervous wreck. What is believed to be a lasting reform has, by
the aid of relatives and friends, been effected in the young Mor-
mon. No thanks are, however, due those who could have stamped
out the evil. One of those who labored without ceasing to rescue
the victim from himself is execrated as an ‘‘apostate,’”’ and, with
the exception of his immediate family, his other real friends were
not Mormons.

The foregoing is but one instance in hundreds of those who
entered on the path of crime—a path patrolled by the agents of
alleged prophets!

During every one of the last thirty years of the reign of the
prophets many Salt Lake saloons and some of the cafes had wine-
room auxiliaries into which women were freely admitted. And
the back doors of nearly every saloon in Salt Lake were as wide



530 LigaTs AND SHADOWS OF MORMONISM

open on the Sabbath as were the front doors on every other day
of the week.

Another fact well known to every male resident of Salt Lake
is that for open, undisguised sexual infamy and rottenness there
was no section of like area on earth that could surpass Commer-
cial street when under the exclusive control of the agents of the
prophets. Nightly that street was lined with painted women—
women who, except for the depravity of men, might have become
ideal wives and mothers. From a hundred doorways and win-
dows those half-clad unfortunates, white and black, accosted the
passers-by, and that, too, in the presence of Mormon policemen.
Hundreds of Mormon youths, even boys, nightly paraded Com-
mercial street and there received their first lessons in vice and
crime. During the semi-annual Mormon conferences, hundreds
of young men from the country came to Salt Lake, having no
other motive than, with wide-open-mouthed wonder, to look upon.
and often to embrace, the wickedness of this modern ‘‘Zion’’!
And the buildings which sheltered those outcasts are largely
owned by Mormon high churchmen.

In contradistinction to the prophets’ policy of encouraging.
fostering and protecting the gamblers and prostitutes, the first
act of the victorious American party was to close the gambling
dens and force the proprietors to seek other fields for exploita-
tion. And those dens are still closed.

The next move on the part of the party of reform was to com-
pel the fallen ones to hide their shame from the public. Except
for the red gleam of the danger signals that escaped from behind
closed blinds, the stranger within the gates of Zion would not have
known of his close proximity to the social evil.

With sentimentalism to the rear, and practical common sense
to the fore, there would be a unanimous verdict that it is better
tb quarantine and control the social evil which, as long as mortals
exist, cannot be exterminated. Isolation and strict police sur-
veillance would lessen its effects upon the moral atmosphere, and
would minimize the degrading physical effects upon the innocent
and unsuspecting. And this was apparently what the American
party had in view when it banished those unfortunates from the
streets.
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During the campaign of 1908 the prophets had another of their
semi-centennial spasms of affected morality. And, as usual, the
outburst was prompted by chemically pure selfishness.

As before indicated the result of the county and judicial elec-
tion of 1909 was doubtful. And in order to strengthen the waning
influence of the Church-Republican party, the deputy sheriffs,
under one of the prophets’ most trusted and servile tools, raided
Commerecial street and drove the hapless women to shelter in the
numerous apartment and rooming houses, which has resulted
in a moral and physical pestilence.

ANOTHER AWAKENING

After a nap of more than sixty years, the Utah prophets,
spurred to unwilling activity by the reform measures of the
American party, suddenly awoke to the fact that if they expected
to longer pose as the especial champions of temperance they must
do something besides ‘‘ pointing with pride’’ to their past record
in that respect, and with charging the ‘‘ungodly’’ Gentiles with
having imported to Zion all the wickedness that, during more
than a half century, has reveled among the ‘“Saints of the Most
High.”’ Like giants refreshed by long and undisturbed slumber,
the ‘‘Lord’s anointed’’ tackled the new question with #ll the
vigor and enthusiasm of new converts. The prophets selected
Apostle Heber J. Grant as their agent and ‘‘mouthpiece.”” The
reader will remember Apostle Grant as the one prophet who was
‘‘get apart’’ as a Democratic hoodoo with a special mission to
create trouble for that party. Apostle Grant fairly ‘‘pawed the
earth,’’ and made the helpless air vibrate with his inspired brays
against the newly discovered evils of intemperance. Nothing
short of statewide prohibition would satisfy the insatiable ambi-
tion of the prophets to prevent the Saints from guzzling any more
Gentile beer and whiskey. Once more the prophets’ brains
seemed to have been pierced by a glint of mortal wisdom in that
it would require man-made laws to compel the Lord’s chosen
people to become really and truly the ‘‘Saints of the Most High.”’

In order that Apostle Grant might have more influence with
the Gentile members of the Legislature, he made the unnecessary
announcement that he was no longer a Democrat. That announce-
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ment, while somewhat overdue, lifted a mighty incubus from the
remains of the Utah Democracy, and added immeasurable impor-
tance and terror to the holy apostle’s hysterical threat to ‘‘dig
political graves’’ for those members of the Legislature who might
dare to use their own brains in preference to the inspired ‘‘grey
matter’’ of the prophets, who had slept on the temperance ques-
tion three times as long as the nap credited to Rip Van Winkle.

While the Mormon leaders were apparently preparing for a
campaign for temperance the minions of satan were preparing for
a rear-end collision with the new-fangled hobby of the prophets.
But before dealing with the subject it will be instructive to again
recur to the historic attitude of some of the leaders of modern
Israel on the question of temperance.

It has been pointed out that the modern brand of dispensers
of heavenly information is even worse, so far as their record in
the whiskey business is concerned, than their predecessors in
office. In the old days there was no direct effort to sanctify the
booze business or to compromise the Lord by selling whiskey in
his name. ‘‘Forty rod’’ is now dispensed under the ®gis: ‘‘Holi-
ness to the Lord,’’ and under the sign: ‘‘Zion’s Co-operative Mer-
cantile Institution.”” And President Joseph F. Smith is the
official head of that company.

The gambler says: ‘‘If I don’t win the fools’ money, some
one will.”’ The prostitute says: ‘‘If the fools don’t patronize me
some one else will get the trade.”’ The ordinary booze merchant
says: “‘If I don’t sell whiskey some other fellow will make
drunkards and get the dough.”’ The chief prophet of modern
Israel says: “‘If he (the Mormon) could not get it (whiskey)
there, he would not patronize the Z. C. M. 1. at all, but would go
somewhere else to deal.”” In the same sermon the self-righteous
Joseph F. Smith asks: ‘‘Has it (whiskey) ever injured me in
any sense of the word because Z. C. M. 1. drug store kept liquor
for sale? Have I been under the necessity of guzzling liquid
poison? Have I made myself a sot becanse liquor was kept for
sale by Z. C. M. I.? T am not the worse for it, thank the Lord.
And who else is? No one, except the pious Mormons (1), who
in the open day or under the cover of night would go into the
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drug store and buy liquor to drink.’’ (See official report of ser-
mon by Joseph F. Smith, April 6th, 1898.)

Apostle Reed Smoot is the proprietor of a whiskey dispensing
drug store with a ‘‘blind pig’’ behind the prescription case.

Let Apostle Heber J. Grant, honest, if fanatical, condemn the
rank hypocrisy of the whiskey-selling prophets:

‘I thank God that no man who deals in or in any way handles
liquor can be in good standing in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, and that the benefits of those in such good
standing cannot accrue to such liquor dealers.”’ (Sermon in
labernacle, March 15th, 1908.)

PROPHETS AND WHISKEY RING IN POLITICAL DEAL

Even the well-known ungodly conduct of those prophets who
dispense revelations and whiskey with equal facility and piety
hardly prepared the Saints and sinners of Zion for the startling
denouement that they, the prophets, had been committed to a
deal entered into by their servile agents, the ‘‘federal bunch,”’
whereby the brewers and whiskey dealers of Salt Lake and Ogden
had paid into the Church-Republican campaign fund the sum of
forty thousand dollars for the dual purpoese of saving Salt Lake
County and the judicial district from capture by the American
party, and, incidentally, of course, to defeat Heber J. Grant and
a few other sincere leaders of the church in their fight for pro-
hibition! Yet, such was the fact, a fact well known throughout
Utah. a fact that was freely discussed in the public press, and
which was not denied by either the brewers or the ‘‘federal
bunch.”” There is no charge that the Mormon leaders had fore-
knowledge of the infamous transaction, but there is abundant
cvidence that they silently accepted the political benefits derived
from that liberal donation of forty thousand dollars. Those same
prophets are the masters of Apostle Reed Smoot, and Smoot is
the bhoss of the ‘‘federal bunch.”” It was to Reed Smoot that
William Spry, United States marshal; E. H. Callister, collector
of internal revenue; H. E. Booth, U. S. attorney, and Arthur L.
Thomas, postmaster of Salt Lake City, were indebted for their
appointments. James H. Anderson, clerical flunkey to Marshal
Spry. and who is known to the reader as ‘‘Fussy Jimmy’’ Ander-
son; J. U. Eldridge, since elevated to director of the mint, Salt
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Lake City, and a number of other place-seeking agents of the
hierarchy, were ex-officio members of the ‘‘federal bunch’’ and
every one of them a servile tool of the prophets under the per-
sonal direction of Apostle Smoot.

It would be nonsensical, as well as useless, on the part of the
prophets to deny responsibility for the infamous ‘‘ whiskey deal.”’
They have the ecclesiastical prerogative, if not the inclination,
to discipline Apostle Reed Smoot for his part of that unsavory
trade. One sentence from Joseph E. Smith to Reed Smoot would
have set in motion the force that would have compelled the latter
to be decent and honest in his political methods. But, except for
the honest raving of Apostle Grant, no ‘‘inspired’’ voice was
heard in defense of prohlbmon nor in protest agamst the corrupt
and brazen religio-political erime.

Apostle Smoot denied being a party to the deal, but spoke no
word in protest or in repudiation of the trade entered into by
his corrupt and servile tools—the ‘‘federal bunch.”’

During the legislative session just ended, some of the legislators
made a determined and, it is believed, honest effort to pass a pro-
hibitory act, but the influence of Smoot and the ‘‘federal bunch’’
was against them.

The brewers and saloon men had paid a generous price to the
leaders of the Church-Republican party for a two years’ license
to continue their business, and the prophets could hardly repudi-
ate a deal that saved Salt Lake County and the judicial distriet
from the control of the ‘‘ patrons of vice and erime’’—the Ameri-
can party.

During the session of the Legislature, President Joseph F.
Smith made it convenient to visit the Sandwich Islands, and with
the hope, doubtless, of escaping criticism because of his silent
partnership in the shameful ‘‘whiskey deal,”’ and to avoid any
charge of ‘‘interfering in polities’’ by using his influence on the
side of temperance. His sudden and unexpected sensitiveness
on that subject, was, however, overworked. Even the Saints
were familiar with his treacherous political work and with his
equally insincere temperance record. And no amount of twisting,
squirming and villainous subterfuge will aid the ‘‘prophets, seers
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and revelators’’ to escape the charge of being particeps criminis
to the most disgraceful deal ever consummated in Utah.

It is with profound regret that we are finally compelled to say
¢¢farewell’’ to the slickest and smoothest aggregation of ‘‘proph-
ets’’ that has existed since counterfeiting became a scientific and
profitable profession.

THE END.





