This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.com/books?id=CRhmAAAAcAAJ

Digitized by GOOSIG



Digitized by GOOSIG



Digitized by GOOSIG



Digitized by GOOS[G









OF

STEPHEN BURROUGHS. y

N i e 3 e n

e 2

WHEN §UCH 8§4D SCENES THE BQSOM PAIN,
WHAT EYE FROM WEEPING CAN REFRAIN.

B e —————————

COPY RIGHT SECURED.

e R s B gsntsovietetooen—.
.
[
PRINTED ar i{ANOVER, Nzw'uA.\ns;nnu,

sy BENJAMIN TRU7:.

MDCCXCVIII,






R |
FHE FOLLOWING, Is. A LETTER TROM THE AUTHOR,
TO A WRIEND, WHQ H4D. &zqux,snm 'S
 SARRATIVE QF MIS AIFR
I o ‘Iaﬁw«m. Mmsmw
. BPRARSI® L

THE_gmnlerngt’J amul:an qf )m(r paldewﬁ m

y welfave, ffuce myarrr:m[ in this Country, isa fuffi~
cient énducemient, for me (0 attend 1o any rrgm;{? which
van Ball barely intimate. —You mentioned )difrd@a, :
b¥f I wids enjoying the agrt:aile Sociely of youp
family, thats a relation of my advmlures would be.
bigbly gratgfﬁng, al fome cowvenient time, when op~.
poriunity would ferve.  You fay, ibat what bad come
1o your knowirdge previois to any acquaintance with.
e, bat move efpecially, what bas occured fince my re=
Jidesce #n this place, bas filled you swith an aimoft :rn-
Gpible. ansiely, to be made a(qmmua{ with the mrgv
minnte artuny?arw: of a life, which bas been filled
b fo many ‘carious anecdoles, and unbeard of oc-
‘hrvences. I foar the  velation will poorly anfwer
Jour.expel¥ations. My Kfe, it is {rue, bas been one '
coskauued. conyfe of rumult, revolution and vexation ;
and fuch asit. is, I. il grov 1o you it detadl, (in this
metbod, vather showwerbally, it deing more convemiest
10 pexufe. ¢4 mt- yoar leifire, than to' lifter 1o the dull .
Lale of egotifins, whisk I mufl maks ufe of in a verbal
velation.)  Bében you become tired with reading, you
will be under mo neccflity of bolding the book in your
byxd, [rou the feelmg! of delicacy, but can lay it by
al

4



[
at kifure ; Ibu liberty you am!d m‘t t fo caua:mml{v
take with: a dull relater of a more dxd} narrative,
Youfoy sy charaller, 1o you, is an- enigma’;’ that I~
poffefs an xucommon .Moare of fenfbility, and at the Jaxie
" time, mainiain an equality of mind, which is uncombion,
fartmdarly in the midfl of thofe ocm::rma.t, 2wbich -
are micu[aled o 'wound 1be feclmg.f. 1 bave l(armd‘
A ﬁmlude in the /chool of adw;;ﬁ{y. L In drammg he.
cap of b:lteru{/fs 16 11: drcg:, I bau btm daught {o def~
Pife the occurrences of misforiune. g bis onr thing 1.
fally &elmze, thal our bappmg[s is in our | pawer, moie

iban is generalz_’y iéauzb[ ; or at Ieaﬁ, we bave tbe( | o

‘ d:&ly of pré'vemmg that m:/}r;, which is. fo “comimon .
20 unforlunate Jit lualxom. No ﬁale or tandxtam inlifey

but from wb:cb ue mg (tf we (xere ﬁJlm 1) jom S

btcb tbe Ged. qf thure Ims gtz’ezx zt.v) draw .cmfﬁrt
and bappm(/,f Wé are too apt ) &e go';aernfd by the .
op?mo}z of otber;, amf if tbqy tbml: our- circumfi¢aces.

uibappy, 1o tar;/' der lbem Jo awﬁlw;, )tmd of curfe,:: A

make then, fo. The jlale of tbe snind, is the only cti-:»

tmon of bnp;}neﬁ or mzfer_;, ‘Tbe Gyaics Disgenes, .,

4 -

oo

was moyé ba;»]g {b«n Yoe . Cmqwror ~Alewapder, and oo

tbe Pbx/q/opb:r Socrates suore bappy - tban. eitber 5
ibgy all bad zmdaa& egly; ga[ ons and_feeliugs: qlikey
ubzcb nol proptr(y r(gu(pled,u okld bave remdered them -

qzml{y ttnbappy Letywhenever, redfen.fioed . at, belm ut

tbe 2% ﬂ?l was ﬁrpugb! ino Ibp bavewof peace. 1N

. e Ly
" . e 4 . . L Vet b v e v &
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" MEMOIRS

STEPHEN BURROUGHS:

"

" CHAPTER L

* Full avell I knonw you ; deep, too deep exgrav’d
* Onw memory’s tables your rade borrers live”

IN }ela:ihg the facts of my life to yeu, I fhall en-
deavour to give as fimple an accourt of them, as
'} am able, without colouring or dakening any cir-

- cumftances ; although the relation of many matters
will give me a degree, and kind of pain, which only

* they, who feel, can deferibe. I have often lamen-
- ted my neglect of keeping minutes of the occurren-

- ces of my life, from time to time, when they were

" freth in my memory, and alive te my feelings ; the
- difadvantage of which I now feel, when 1 comg. to
~ run over in my mind the cbain, which has connc(t-
- ed the events together ; many circumftances arc
" entirely loft, and many mose, fo obfcurely remem-
~ ‘bered, that I {hall not even attempt to give them a

“place, in this account. Not totrouble you with any
~more prefator§ remarks—! will procecd to the re«

lation, .
1 AM the only fon of a Clergyman,liviag in Han-

~ over, in the ftate of Newhampthire ; and, wercany
- to cxpelt merit from their parentage, I might. juft—
- Iy look fot that merit. DBut 1 am fo far a republi- *
<" can, that 1 confider 2 man’s merif, to 1¢ft entirely.

with

I

P owo wer R v X >
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with Rim{«t, wifhopt any regard to family, bloodr
or conncdion. “My “Fathér béinga Prefoyterian,
by principle, I was educated in all the rigor of that
order, which illy fuited my volatile impatient tem-
. per of mind; this being the cafe, my firft entrance
on the ftage of life, Was by no ineans the moft agres-
a.b?.;. My thirft for gmufement’ was infatiable,
and as in my fituation, the only ‘dependence,” fof
that gratification, was intirely within myfelf, I
- fought it in-peftcring others; efpecially. thofe, who
were my fuperiors in age; and in making them ap-
pear in a ludicrous, fituation, o as to raife the laugh
ar their expenfe, and partake of the general diver-
fion, which. fuch. a, patter created. , My fuccefs
in thofe undertakings. was {o great,” that'1 becamsg
the terror of the people where 1 lived, and all were
*' Yery tmaniinous ‘in chl’acing;; thar Stephen Bur—
** ougrhs: was the'worft boy in town ;.and shole, who
*eould get him-whipy, wete moft worthy of efteem -
their attempts to bn:‘g -on.my back. a flagellation,
" werg often very fuccefsful, for my. heéedlefs temper
- “feldom ftudied for a retreat, when 1 was fairly in
“‘danger ; ‘however, the repeased application. of this
_ | birchen medicine.nevet cured my. pyrfuis of, fun.
""A ncighbor ‘of my Father’s, an old man, had a
! fine yard of watermelions, which-had been purloified
."* by fome body, for, three or four fucceeding nights 3
""'the old -man, beiag of a hafty petulant difpofition,
" ‘was determined to watch his. wa;{rmé),loaa; with a
" clyb, and feverely .beat the.thief., Qoe night, he
“"took his ftand in a convenieny.place, . for warching,
*“'ynknown to any,one; . Accident made me acquaiare
¢d with the old man’s fituation, and fufpé&ggg fli'xz'
intention, [ went tq afon af his, a youpg man, of a%
* bout'twenty, and.told him I faw a map if. the wa.
. tezmellon yard, wham..1 fufpeQed to be the thicf,
~and advifed him 10go, cautioufly, 1o the yard, and
. peradventure he ;rnigh;:cg’tc,hghigxy : ;;goyéiphé A
LT - t .
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the ouny ifin wént, but ric Toones had Ke pot fald

the yard, than the o1d 'man, foppofing this ro bethé

chief, tufhied  frofm his' hiding place, and-attackedihis
fon with his club; and feverély handled the poor fél-
Tow, béfore We found dur his fiftike :  cfie fon fup4
pafing the thiéf was béating him,bawléd out to'his
Facher; whohe expé@ed, wis ar the houfe;Murder

ather ¥ Father’! “Murder! "Murder! This'fcene
of merimeht, ¥ énjoyed to thé flll, "bur foon paid fof
it through the fiofe. The plot Belng’ difcovered,and
{he‘aigent, Who fet ‘thiy mathirie 5mokion, dleany
dctéded ¢ tomplatnr wal inade; ai¥ Frafted’ of thd
fame o84 ;,-‘l-'%f {o infreniowlly: copked for the' bid
@ari.fs"fp\g':; I thould hardiy thehtion the infipidan
écdotes’ of iy childith yearspWere it' not for'thd
purpofe of théwing” How “thofé fimall océurrentes
Rad'a 'derided influerice, in’ giving 4 ‘tonc to'ihé
Chakadter, Whichi F fufldin)'at dhis time, “arid i di
Feting 1 operations 6Pty akertife. Sb fmuch
do 'the “greadeft éventsdépend vpon éircuriffahdes-

fo minage; 'fhiz‘tlfcy’_dﬁfcﬁ ‘pafy unébferved, ‘& ¢onz

H

fequeritl ~f"qu g canfes are dtfibted o hie effects)
which'take placei” - Being™ paffiohatély ford 6F in¥

PEEE. T

formatibn, 1 £hbracéd ‘4l opportunities for read:
i g,jwhjcnj;jny‘aerﬁay_"rrifg ‘wolild adrir, and un+
ortunately; many Novel§ fell in my- way, of ithat
Kind, which had ' diret tendency to-blow the fire

of ‘my telpérimo attenidid tage.~-Fhe ¢hardQer -

6f Guy; "Edrl ol Watwick, wa¥ my favorite, “1fel
an enthufiatic ardour to tfead the ftage, on -whieh he
had fo forrdnately’ extitbited. * ‘Tofren viewed my-
felf ar the head of ariies; - rothing ‘with imperuofia
ty ‘into the thickeft ‘of émbatrléd foes;'and Behring
down 4il, ‘wiio' dared to oppof¢ me: ’ Réading and

dwélling To‘much on 'théfe romantic{cenes, at thae

earl yfg Hod of life, when judgment was weak, wis
dtten

ed ‘with Very pernicious confequences, in thé.
operations of myafter conded. *‘Nothing gives the
. mind
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mind of childhoad a more ynfavarahle, bias, thana
seprcfentation of thofe unoajural Chara&ers, exhib:
med.in Novels and Romances. If has a dire@ ten-
dency to lead the. mmd fxqm thc pl@m hmplc patl{
of nawire, into the. airy. regions of fancy ;, and whe
the m;nd i3:onge; habituated o calculatc on tbe Ro-
mantic. Syﬂ:em, error.and 1rregy1anty are the com-,
on confequences :-- Likewife, wlicn a man is lon
habituated to. think fn;oncouﬂy, we can hardly ex=
‘pect, that he wili be able g roo: que the ﬁa(’é unfas
vorable fentiments of hys education,  J will candid-
Iy eonfefs, that ], toa flronzly, feel the rruth of thif
doctrine,.aven to this day. FPeimit me, here, to di-
gn(q aimoment. f{om,lhc nmrat;ve, and’ offer a re~
mark oneducauoq,fon your conﬁdetatnqn T he mo- :
sives.of the moft fincere friendfhip, to_you and) your
fmmly induce me ta dodt. |1 havc ‘héen, i in thie. hau-
is of edugaging youth for fcvcn years, conﬁamly
the gourfe of my byfinefs, 1 have endeavored to
feudy; - the operatipns . of the hugan cart, that |
might be, able to aﬁord ‘that ipftrud lon, whtch
would, be {alutary, .and, " jn this,” I find one uutﬂ
clearly eftablithed, viz., a ch:ld wil) cpdcavor to be,
.what yau. makc,lum thmk manmd in,gencral. are,
His f;rﬁ ambition.is to.bg like, bis Parents,’ he foon
s, that his ncigbbon:s, the mhabnants of thc
s:oumt), nay, the world.of mauku‘:d, are to o¢ ius
aflociates, far life, and to who, it is ncceflary, for
him.to recommend, him[elf, . in order” tg en_joy the
hepefit of their {ociety, without alloy,.--hc therefore
endeavors to, affimilate himfelfto the charé&er
‘which he, fuppefes mankind generally. poﬁ'cts 'I‘hts
_motive, | bch@vc, has, ap,oppra,tlon mqrc or lefs” Qn
cvcry man.. . If thefe temarks are JUﬁ whlch I
1 mhgoqbﬁgr\qn% mm?,wxll :ny, how evxdcd;ns
.this srath, thatac ,Ll , 1 forming his, own'chafacs
. ser, will be effentially dirccted, by 'thar. idea, whu‘.h
, )on,mﬁ»] into Jus. mingd. gc(pcftmg mal}hu‘\d ;h uve
i '
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Rim an idea, that the inhabitants of the woild ¢y
teem ,yi_nuc, integrity, mildnefs, and modefty, aud
that the contrary are obnoxious to thcm, * he will-be
moft likély to purfue thdt courfe untemittedly. Pers
haps an objection miay arife in your mind, te the
fruth of this obfervation, and-you will fay, it often
happens that thofe, who arc the moft- ftriét in culriz
vating principles o integrity, in the minds of theit
children, are difappointed in their ‘endeavors;
- to make their children virtuous. In anfwer'to thig
%bjé@ign,’ I will obferve, That -our actions -dre ns
rong a language, and perhaps fronger, “than
our ‘words, and as the obfervations of children aré
extremely ‘keen, they difcover at once, wiether-our

words ‘& our aftions fpeak the fame language ¢ and

when they find them ipterfering, they immedistely
conclude, thar deception Isthe objed of the: parent,
and not ﬁncgri‘t}", iﬁdt “heuttery wotds, that he does
_not believe himfelf, and puts on a falfe appearance
ta anfwer fome finiftcr end ; "a view of which; in:
fenfibly, leads thé child into the practice of diffimus
lation,” Theambition'in children of becoming Iike
ttheir fuperiors, rightly directed, is of the urmoft ime

"Eo'_r,t'a_n('c, in forming them fuch as they oughr to

be. 1o grant a'child your apprebation; when do-
ing, or defiring to dé‘irigﬁf, is a'reward, which he
will'ever fceck™aftef, when he thifiks it within his
‘reach, ‘therefore, to Kkeep that' reward’ uniformly
_withih his power, is a-mattef of ‘Hriportance’; ‘and
“hot, by indulging” a petulam difpofition, deftroy or
‘render ;dbu'b’t,fuli;s' expectations of obraining whit
“he'meiits : here you eftablifh the firft principles of
Juftice in. his' mind, upon Which fie will pradtife,
_when he becamés an active member of Bdciety..-
.As the child advances to'a “riger “fute, and be-
“comes what is" generally’ tertned ayouth, he feels
the ftrength of his “difpofition for #ffimulating his
“charagter to the feelings %fmé&kénd%e:m&,*&ﬁk
e wil -
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willadopt fuch meafures as his judgment then dic-
wtes ; -hence, to inferm his judgment, is the only
wiy o make him capable  of condulting well ; 10
reftrain him, by dictatcrial dogmas, frem . the paths
eferror, will an(wer.but-a tempeprary purpofe ; until.
he learns by the Jeffans of 1cafan, or by the mor¢
feeling effects of prudence, he never will be in a cas
pacity to adt his:part in life with propriety. W¢
muft expeét to-find many crrors in the calculatiofis
of-youthful years, and thofe errors ought to be prue
med by the.moft carcful hand, let the harfhnefs of
the pruning - fhould appear to the fubjedt, the crucl
fRroke of an enemy, rather than the gemtle touch
ef afriend, . To cenfurc the faults of youth be~
yond what they-ought to bear, is generally atrendcd
with fatsl confequences. It deftroys the object of
their purfuit, viz. approbation ; they reva't at the
injuftice, which'they fenfibly feel, therefore, inflicts
ing-unjuft pppithment is generaly attended with fas
tal confequences in the fyftem of education, It dea
ftroys the- principles of equity’ in the youihful
breaft, and fubftitutes in their room, the defpotic
principles of tyranny. ' This caufe {trongly opc.
sates in fociety. - Heace, my Lord Hale with great
pertinency and humaaity fays, ** betrer ten guilty efe
<apr, than enc innocent perfon fuffer.”’. . 1 have of-
sen feen inftances where the amibition of youth, to
do- well - has -beer deftroyed, by cenfuring . theic
faults with toe-much .feverity, ont of which; [ will
mention. 1 once taught a fchool ina town of
tMaflachufeus, by the name of Charleton.  Mav.
g a fchoel contifting of dighty members, I divid-
wd them, ‘according: to'my ‘ufual cuftem, into twe
‘claffes. My {chiool, at this time, was entirely regus
tated according to:my. mingd, and in the-moft pbedis
ot ‘otder, greatly to the fatisfaction. of the purents
‘of the children, who frequented thic fchool. Ape
~glicarion-was made to me atihis time, by aclergya
Ciacd ! man’
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man in the vicinity, for the admiffion of his.fon iny
to the fchool. With great difficulty I perfyaded:
the Committee, who. had the dire@ion of admitting
members, to adpit him, My .dcfire.for his admif,
fion fpran‘g‘from the fapne caufe, which the comamit,
tee’s-averfion did. The Youth: was. fifieen. yeass of
age, and had beenexpelled from all the fchgolsinthg
fountry, confequently, whatever Dodge, the namg
of this Youth, was concerned in, muft, in the-opine
ion ‘of pepple, be adopted from® a wrofig magive,
LCaitvinced, from- my own fgelings undgr: imijex
circumftances, that a differgnt line of condudt to.
-avards him, from: what had beemobferved, would
. produce adifferent cffedt, 1.was defirous of: trying
the experimhent:: accordingly, when became to.m
{chool,l intimated to him, that he muft take thel
pfone of the clafles, which compofed: the ficheol ; 8
shat I expected, from his exertions apd example, his
clafs would make a very reputable appearance,
endcavared to convince him,that this appointmens
was not from defign, but from a real efteem of his
- merit, by fhowing him many litde diffinctions,
His condud, for about twelve or fourteen days, was

. pqual ‘tp my mof} fanguine expectations ;-~but ree

turning from dinner oog.day, 1 found the .{chool in
an upioar, at the conduct of Dodge, who, in my.ab,

dence, had goneingo. the upper loft of the honfe; and

Had moft. fcandaloufly infulted fome: young. wos
men; who were at the back fide of. the fchor) honle,
Complaint was madr of this, with.ald the cxaggeras
sien-whigh:is apr po: attend the tranfgseffien of fuch

a charaQer, Dmige. ‘bimfclf, waa prefen at-the

sime,; andpofieft that. mortification. 1 his ¢eunter
nange, which . made. me ' feel fenfibly . affected: for

. him. I .tzeated the repark as. though k.could aat.

delieve, that Dadge had cenducted . sn fuch.acmanr

fes as to.render it pediblethas the thing fhonld he

as reprefentgel a. that Imc:»m»&ak‘muﬁ:bamgglﬁw
[RPIIE § v ¢4,
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8d; ‘drid’ réfuled “fo "pay ‘any‘further “aftentiofi'td
it. It would have been to you,'Sir; a miatfér of ¢ul
riofity, to have obfetved the workings of the coun-
tenancé of Dodge'thder this’trial,--and when he
found that my confidenee in thim’was yet-unthak-
en, fo contrary to’his féars; T Was teilly dfraid he
would have fainted:2=This had- the defired e Fe @t
Neéver badF one in'thy' fchbsl; who-¢ondudted bets
ter afverwards, during his whele -centinuande witht
riié, Which #as aboutd year. S
- ‘P woild net wifh tobe underftood that:a relaxs
ation ‘of 'diféiplific s éver to -be-adsrined ; omthe
gn'ﬁ‘a}y;' thé molt ‘uniform” courfeqof, this admyine
ration ‘fhould be attended to, without the keaft de-
#aribn. ' Our cointnands, in (he: firft - place,.ought
to be reafonable, huttane, and paréntil, calculated
to promdic; not only ‘the good of the fubjet of pur
government but likewife embracing fortheirobjedt;
the benefit of the whele-community, ‘When the
vommanits dre once given, never -ought we'to fuffer”
a- breach: ¢f themy uiider any: circumftahces whats
ever: by fuch ‘a pradice wé tiake ‘good fubjets,
good- legiflators, "ant geod :executors. By thefe
medns We Habituate our youthvo'fubmiit-té good &
wholéfome:ldws, without: being “ifr darger -of that
refilefs -turbalent - difpofition, which: {o :fregently
- diftracts chie! Govetritnent 6f 2 Commdnweakh . we
Kikewife ‘thake thém: pood legillitors, - by giviag
them: conftant-examples, in-our-mode:of governing
them; of juftice,shumanity, and ‘parenedl.kindnefs.;
ind: when thofe principlés: are-once. eftablithed in
the huinan ‘'breaft, the -goveining wbjed ‘of fuch
ehara&ers -will 'be, to enact andetablith fuch laws,
xs will: difttibute and: fupport thegrhuineand real
principles 6f their éducation, “They, likewife,will
miake men,'who, in " their exccutive ‘tapacity,: will
promote the higlieft good of ‘Boeiéty, by unitormly
adhering b0 ‘an amdeviating courie. bf execoting
B o laws
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laws 10 ,quich -they are appointed :-aut:i ey

frem this digucflion to the parrative.

~ CHAP. II.
" 'Th educatin forms the common mind 5 -
TR oas the twig b h’a-‘: the trec't igelin’d,

BEING poficfled: with the. moft romantic ideas

of military prowefs, l.longed far an opportu.

~ nity of fignalizing myfelf in that department, apd
confequently, embraced the firft opportunity of e,
tering into'the military line. . At this time a 1egi-
ment of the contincnral forces, commanded by Col,
onel Hazen, were marching through the country
where 1 lived, and 1, at the age of fousteen, enlified
intoan artillery company, atcending ;the regiment,
as a private foldier. This circumftance foen comp-
ing to the knowledge of my Father, he applied to
the officer under whom I had enlifted, and obtained
- my difcharge. ° Chafrincd angd difappointed.at this

unexpeéted repulle, I concluded that all my prof-
pects for fame wereat an end, knowing of no athe
er opportunity by which I' could;probably, intro.
duce myfelfintothe military depariment.—There.
giment were on- a march, which took them abou
fix weeks, and then returned through Hanover a-

gain, on their. way to head-quarters. - While they

lay encamped in this town, about five miles from my
Father’s hcufe, 1 began to confider the probability
of joining them again—thinking, that fhould I neg-
le& this dpporiunity, all my future profpe@s in Life

werc at anend. - Afier revolving this fubject fome

timé in iny mind, I came ‘toa refolution to. clope
fram tay Father, about the time the regiment wese
to.march, -and-go off with them. Report faid they
were to march en Monday merning, therefore, thas
was the time fixed in my miind tolcave my Faiher's
houfe. On the Sunday preceding the time of theis
warch; my. Father was abfent, om a change ‘with &
po ‘ neighbaring
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péighbouring Minifler, 4nd fo produced a faverable
fituation for rhe execution' of my plan.: On fomoe
pxetended caufe; I tarried from church that day, in
order to hiave an opportunity of making thofe ar-
rangements, which 1 then thoaght necefiary; to e~
quip myfeif for a foldier. Accordingly, I 100k a:bed
blunket and «icd it- full of elothes ard provifions;
not knowing that I fhould ever be provided with-ei-
ther by-the:public. My provifion, cenfifted.of
bread-and-cheefe, that being the only kind, which
was ' ready .:.cooked; ‘would 'beft anfwer my. pur—
pofe. - ‘Ail this baggage; together with:an old muf-
ket, belonging to my- Father, powder horn :filled
with 'powder; and thirty balls, I laid by,in a:conve-
nient place, until the important moment.fhouid ar-
rive.. About the dawn of day, on Monday morn-
ing; I placed myfelf under the enormous load, con-
tatned in the blinket, ‘aftef being accoutred: with
powder horn and: mufker, I purfued my way with:
great energy. to the camp,where I arriveda little af-.
ter funrife. My appearance in camp, in this ludic.: -
rous plight, was an obje& of univerfal curiafity ard
amufement. .  Sweating ‘under:an enormous load of
bread and cheefe, brandifhing the old family nuf-
ket'of imy Iather’s, accoutred with a due quantity
of powder in a horn, by my fide, and a fufficiency
of ball im my pocket vo kill thirty men, it rightly
direéted ; . I made the appearance of more than.
Quixkotic bravery. Surely the Knight of La Man- -
cha,’ had hcfecn me in my prefent plight, would
have difmounted from the moft redoubiable Rofe-
nante, and would. have yielded to'me the palm of -
- Caivairy, a3 the moft accomplifhed : Knight on the :
fed. . @ o o ) . o a
- Thefe firft dawnings of refolution and perfever— :
ance,. which were manifefted: in this:ridiculous ef- .
fay, 1" found were . pleafing to the officer, under :
whom 1 had tormerly: enhified—to whom [-again .
e C applied
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applied for admiffion into his company, but previ-
oufly declared, that I would not'again enlift with
him, unlefs he would engage not to difcharge me,
if my Father fhould purfueme. The regiment did
not march till near the middle of the day, much to
‘my difappointment, and 1 received the difagrecable
intelligence, that my Father had arrived in camp,
previous to their march,

. The refolution of my officer, who was aman of
feeling, was not proof againft the folicitations of my
Father. He again difcharged me, and my father
took me home. -Asthe obftacles to my joining
the army increafed, my refolution to formount them
gained firength, and my anxiety for this purpefe,
had arifen to fuch a degree, that 1 determined to e~
lope, the firft minute } was from under my Father’s
cye, and follow: the regiment.. All-that day and
night 1 was guarded with the utmoft attention. A~
bout-ten o’clock the next morning, I was fent on an
crrand to the next neighbor’s, about the diftance of
ten rods. When 1 had gotten that diftance, I ran
with all my might, and never ftoped, until I had run.
twenty eight miles from home, where 1 overtook
the regiment. There I enlifted with another offi-
cer, determined not to be difmiffed again, by my
former mifplaced confidence. I had not been here.
long before my father, with two other men, came
full tilt after me. Being fomewhat doubtful wheth-
cr’) fheuld again be difcharged, 1 determined to
make my own fafety by flight, but the men, who
were with my Father, obferving my opperations,
purfued me, and overtook me afier fome little dif«
ficulty : However, the officer under whom I had in-
lifted, abfolutely refufed to difcharge me, unlefs I
gave my confent. Accordingly, my Father made
application to me, for my, approbation in the mat~ .
ter. This was anew fcene ; to view my Parent be«

fare me, a fupplicant, befeechirig me to return with.
. , bim
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_ ‘him ; ftating to my view, the fituation of a difcon-
{olate Mother, the moft affeGtionate of Parents ; the
yearnings of his own feelings of compaffion towards
me, and the unhappy fituation to which they fhould
all be reduced, thould I ftill perfift in my defperate
refolution of leavmg them ; this was a fituation too
affeCting for me to bear.—A fldod of contending
paffions ruthed on my mind. ‘T'o teturn from the
firft attempt for military fame, before I had fairly
{et-out, after forming fuch frong refelytions to the
contrary, appeared to.me pufillanimous and foolifh.
On the other hand, to break through all the tics of
nature, compaffi on, and benevolence, was what my
{foul fickened at viewing. One moment I was de-
termined on going, at the next I was for returning,

- No permanent refolution could I form, till the next
) mommg, when the revallee. bewg beaten,all the feel-
ings of military ardor were again rekindled, and I
was determined to march. My Father ﬁndmg my
refolution fixed, took a maft folemn and affeting
leave. This fcene I cannot reflect upon without
feeling the weaknefs of a woman.

‘The night following, when the hurry of contend-
ing paffions had fubfided, and I had full leifure of
zaking a retrofpe&ive view of .thofe very fingular
tranfations, they filled my mind with the fevereft
compunction. To view my parent, returning to a
difconfolate family, laden with forrow, whilft I had
been dedf to all the calls of nature and compaffion,
were circumftances, which filled me with the keen-
eft fenfations of diftrefs ; and the night following, I
was not able to clofe my eyes to fleep; fuch were
the agitations of my mind.

There I determined to return to my father, not-
withftanding all the momfym% cm.umﬁances,
which would attend fuch a procedure. Early the
next morning, a clergyman, by the name of Olcotr,

<ame to me, to perfuade me to return to my fathcr,
—this
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. —this he found no difficult matter to do. I told
him frankly I was willing: but when he made ap-
plication to my officer for a difcharge, he was.flatly
refufed. We marched from thence to head-quar-
ters; at Weft-Point, without meeting with any oc-
currences, worth relating. :

When the Regiment had arrived on the North
river, they were conftantly alarmea by the enemy,
and had a number of fkirmifthes with them.: At
fuchtimes, [ was always kept back with the bag~
gage, and never fuffered to go into action, notwith-
ftanding all my intreaty. I fully believe, had I been
indulged in my romantic difpofition, I fhould have
ruthed, foolithly, into that danger, from which I
- never f{hould have returned.  Thefe. repulfes

brought about that mortification and difappoint-
roent, which cured fne of my military ardor.  Fill-
cd with refentment and chagrine I [uddenly left the
army and returned home to my Father. Seon af-
-ter my return, my Father wrote the following
letter to General Wafthington for my difcharge, and
fent it by the hand of the Honorable Bezaleel Wood-
ward, Efq. who was then on his way to Congrefs,
from the ftate of Newhampfhire.

 Hanover, N. Hampfbire, Dec. 24, 1779.
““ MucH HONORED SIR,

« THESE wait on your Excellency, 1o
inform, that while Col. Hazen’s regiment remain—
ed at Coos, Lieut. Crowley, an officer. of the
train, meeting with my fon, a young lad, of the age
of fourteen years, perfuaded him to  inlift. into his
company ; with fome difficultyl obtained his releafe
from that inliftment : But the young lad having
had his mind inflamed, by many fair promifes and
airy encouragmeents, with unappeafable defires to
Jjoin the fervice, afterwards eloped from me, and
inlifted under Capt. Lloyd, on. the regiment’s re-

turn
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turn from thefe parts to head quarters.  But find-

ing his expectations difappointed, he lefe the army

foon after its arrival at hcad quarters, and is now

at home with me. . As a fovereign God, has not

long fince, deprived mc .of four children, and has

}eft me but two to {urvive their death-; and as this

fon is a lad, {0 much under the age, that is common-

ly deemed -neceflary to conftitute a foldier, fit for

the fervice, and 1 had ever defigned him . for

a public education ; your Excelleney will pleafe to
indulge my requeft; that he may be regularly dife

charged from the fervice. Though I have the caufe

of America fincerely ‘at heart, and ever have, and

truft I ever thall, exert myfelf to the utmoft of my

ability in its behalf ; yet your excellency will not

wonder, at any degree of reluctance in me, againft

my. fon’s engaging in the fervice, under my prefent

circumftances. Your Excellency will pleafe to

fignify your pleafure by the bearer, and due obe<

dience fhall be rendered to your commands, with

cheerfulnefs.—With daily prayers, that the God of .
armies will be your fhield and friend, and honor
your Excellency as an inftrument of complete fal-
vation; and deliverance to the United States of
America, I am your Excellency’s

Moft obedient humble Servant,
 EDEN BURROUGHS.
His Excellency - |
Georce WasHINGTON, Efq.

P. 8. During the time my fon was with the amj,
~ benever paffed mufier,nor drew any bounty or clothing.””

CHAP.
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CHAP. IIL

Scenes of my youth ! pale forrow flings,
A fbade o’'er all your beaunties now ;
And robs the moments of their aings,
That featter pleafures as they floaw.
OON after this, my Father placed me at fchool,
under the tuition of the late Jofeph Hunting-
ton, D. D. whofe fame for an inftructor was very
noted throughout all the New-England States,
where I continued one year, and was then removed
to Dartmouth College, of which I became a mem-
ber. :
Whilft I was with Doctor Huntington, many of
thofe boyith pranks, which ftudents are apt to prac-
tife, in order to give themfelves the tone of wits,
were performed by me, to the no fmall diverfion of
myfelf, and thé other fludents, and to the great
hinderance of my purfuit in literary acquirements.
This was the hour of folly.. From the effet of this
uge, flowed a continued ftream of crude, undigefted
wkims, which kept the {choel and myfelf in a con-
ftant uproar. 1 became an inmate in the fami-

ly of my Preceptor, which confifted of the Doctor,

Mrs. Huncngton, two fons, by a former wife, near-
ly my own age, and a number of fmall children,
how many I donotrecollect. The Do&orhimfelf was
a charatter, whofe parallel is not commonly found.
A man of very confiderable oraterical abilities,
which confifted more in fmooth figures, and
ingenious declamation ; than in clofe metaphyfical
reafoning. A mind by no means tied down to ef-
tablifhed modes and forms, but internally defpifing
them, poflefling an unbounded ambition, fond of
flattery. A temper, when undifturbed, philan-
thropic, but difappointment and chagrine changed
it into the boifterous rage of a northweft whirl-
wind. Mors. Huntington, a character truely amia-
ble. Jofeph, fecond fon to the Doctor, after his
. own

P
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own name, about one year youngerthan myfelf.—
This youth was truly the fon of his Father. The
fire of his ambition was great—his relolution was
equal to his ambition; and his excentricity was equal
2o both ; with a ﬂxong mind, cqual 1o his father,
he dcfplfcd the fhackles of ccucation, broke thro’
all the little obftacles of vulgar prejudice, and pur-
tued thofe paths, to which the fire of genius, and
the want of judgement, at that time, direted him.
The reft of the family had nothing uncommon in
their characters which diftinguifhed them from. man-
Kind in general.

Being full of vivacity, ]ofcph & Iwere almoft per-
petually profecuting fome fcene of amufement or
diverfion. .Some of thofe paftimes were graduat-
ed upon a fcale of innocence, and fome, 1 am forry
to fay, embraced for their object, the vexation and
detriment of the neighbors. Our chief force was
aimed at a neighbor,commonly known by the name
of Tiger, on account of his morofe mifanthropic
difpofition. - One night we repaired to his houfe
and took logs from his wood pile, about two feet in
length, and piled them up againft the door, until
they reached the top, laying them in fuch a manner
as to incline into the houfe. Afterarranging matters
in this order, we made a noife as if attempting. to
get into the old man’s garden, fufficiently loud for
him to hear ; immediately upon this, the old man
crept {oftly to the door and opening it fuddenly,
down came the logs, fo rapidly as to kncck him to
the floar, and cover him over. The roife which
this made alarmed the family univerfaliy, with an
idea that they fclt the fhock of an earthquake, and
that the laft judgment had arrived, which fet fome
a fcreaming and fome a praying, and for a long time
thefe ideas fo wholly cccupied the minds of the
family, that the old man could nort get anv zfliffance

from theload of imber, under which ha.was buri-
ed,
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ed, immediatelyupon his being freed from his con-
finement, he pution fome clothes :and - repaired. to
Doétor Huntington’s, in.order to enter a complaint
againft Jofeph & myfeif, whom he fufpected of being
_the agents .in this difagreeable {cene ; & the reafon
of his fufpicion was founded. in this, viz. buta few
days before Jofeph and I were caught by him,.pic-.
king fome early apples off .a‘tree.in his garden ;: a
complaint. of which was made, and we "obliged to0
pay three ﬂ'nllmgs But as we were feento:goto
'bed, that night, and found in 'bed when he came
thh this laft complaint, and no evidence that we
had left our bed, it wasconcluded that his {ufpi-
cions wanted proof andtthere this matter ended.
Soon after,this, we:contrived another plan to:dif-
turb the old man’s.quiet. Joleph-went to him,and
with a woful countenance:profefled ‘his {orrow for
hishavipg given him frouble,and in-arder to evince

his forrow,: told him, he:had toibform, ‘of an in- ‘

tention of fome of the {chalars, to rob his apple
trees ithat nighr,.and adwiied him to'watch, that he
might :deiect them ; and:if hefhould, they would.
have to:pay himva confiderable fum of money : this.
bait the.old man eagerly..fwhllowed, and took ‘his
. ftand, accordingly, for wau:hmg

‘The other. ppart-of this:contrivance, . I-was to.act
myfelf,--as being the beft firted for it,. en account
of my fuperior agl]xty .Accordingly, about ten at
night, I crepe along clofe to the garden. fence, till L
came, as though. by.accident, near to the old man,
at..which I turned and ran, and.he after me. ,Bc-..
ing able, abundantly to eui-run him, 1 kept but a
very finall diftance before him, pretending to run
with all my might, in.order to raife his expecta-
tions of being able to overtake me ; when coming
~ to the edge of:a ditch, which contained abour three
feet depth of mud and filih, 1 clapt down on my
hands and knees before the old man, and he ftem-.

bicd
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bled over me, plump into the ditch; buf catching
hold of the fkirt of my.coat; tore it off and carried
it into the ditch with him.—This was a.cluc which
ferved, the next day, ta unravel the plot, in part, as
it i'clated tome ; .and when c0mplamt was_made
1o our Preceptor, he:acquitt¢d: ys entirely; as not
having done any thing  unlawful, nor havmg at-
tempted. it, according-te the proof

* This wasa fcene of great diverfion to the Do&or
‘The woful countenance -which.Tyger made, about
falling into the ditch, rogether with my ftrutting a-
bout;, withouta {ku't Ao/ My cdat,altogcther, made fo

ludicrous an appearance, that; notwithftanding all

the exertionof . the Doctor, :he could not fupprefs
~ the rifing inclination to laugh, but would, once in a

while; burft fdrth, in fpiteof himfelf. - Not long af-

ter this, I had mtelhgcnce of the death of an only
brother, by .a letter from my fathér to.the, Doétor, a
copy of the anfwer to whlch isas. follows. '

« Coventry, (Con ) 2,oib Now. 1780.
t REV. AND VERY DEAR SIR, = .

- 1IN your great afflition, I am aﬁlx&ed
and the ﬁght of your letter, with "the fndancholy
tidings, made a very deep impreflion upon my heart.
Lhave. feveral timies tatted of the: bitter.cup ;. may
we learh to live wholly on Gob ; If our houfes are
not fo.with him as we na{uraﬂy wifh, and do pot
grow and flourifh agreeably to our fond hopes—jyet
thére 'is .an everlafting : Covepant; ordered in alk
thmgs; and fure ; let this be all our falvation, and
all our defire.—Dear Sir, 'T condole with you:and
Mrs. ‘Burroughs, in.this furnace. of affliction, and
our prayers for each other, Il doubt not,are mutual,
—With regard to_Stcphen, he bebaves well, and
makes godd progrefs in: his_leatning ; ; feems well
contented : we ‘take the fumecare of him as of
eur own children, asto every thing he ftands_in

. D need
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need of. - T am glad to fee that he takes ferious rio-
tice of the death of his dear brother : !1 have done,.
and fhall ‘do, -allinmy power, that, with the blef.

ting-of God, he ‘may make a good improvement of
it, and be a{piritual gainer, by fo greatalofs. You

know how, dear fir;" to leave your now only fon

iitl Gop, as well as_all your ‘other concerns, for

timc and ciernity. While Stephen is: with me, be
aflured that I will be as kind and faithful a parent
to Wm, as I am capable.- Baor -alas! what are
{riends; children, or any of the dying enjoyments of
‘this tranfitory world ! had you not a better porsion,

you would be very unhappy ;- but.you can fay with
the Prophet, « although thc ﬁg irce {hall not blof~
fomn--.-..” .

“ May Mrs Hummgoon’s ﬁncerc lovc, and {ym-~
“pathetic condolence, 'together with mine, be ac-
teptable to Mr. Borroughs: and s Jady. - ;

« ] have'the konortobe, . = -

my dear Sir, - :
. swith'grear refpect,
- your moﬂ obedient, humb'e fervant; * -
"JOSEPH HUNT]NGTON ”
Rcv Mr BURROUGHS -
A :

AS itisa cuﬂ’om, generaﬂy, through the flate of
Cérnedticur, to-keep Saturday evenings, as the coms
mencement of holy time, and confequently, to con-
fider Sunday, ss expiring with the beginning of the
‘fucceeding evening, the relation of the following
cxrcumf’t.mce, wil hot be fo much wondered ar.

i One Sunday, after funfer, a number of the Doc-
tor’s ftudents had afTembled in the ftreets, and were
fomewhat noify, about a paftime, by which they
were amufing themfelves.  This noify merrimene
appeared to the ‘Doctor, to be miftimed, when ex-
hibited in the ftreet, -at fo great a proximity with
the Sunday ; and thcrcfore, he wifhed us to defift
- from

'
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from purfuing our fpert in the ftreet, and attepd
to it in his door-yard ; telling.us we might do any
thingin the yard, if we would not makea noife in
the Rreet : we, accordingly, all came into his yard,
and began our amufemem again ; but.foon ftoped,
by an idea’s being fugoeﬂed of the great hbmy,
which the Doctor had granted us, of doing any thi.

in hisyard. :His officc of receffity ftood w1thm
the limits of the yard; therefore, it was propcfed,:
-and immediately agreed, ro upfet this building.

Dr. Huntington, rifing very carly the next morn-"
ing, according to his ufual cuflom, faw the deftnc-
tion of his little houfe : on making enquiry of the
fcholars, they all denicd that, they knew how the
‘houfe came to be overfet, until .he came to' me, and
faid, “Borroughs,doyou know how the little houfe
was turned over 2’ “ Yes, fir.” ¢ Well, who turn-
ed it over 2’ We, who were at play, lait.evening,
in the yard.”” How came you to turn it .over
« You faid, {ir, we might do any thing.in the yard.”
The Docor faid no more—went down—procured
fome hands—and replacsd the neceflary on its for-
mer foundation.  Not long after this, the Doctor
wrote the following letier to-my Father,

«-Covenlry, (Con) March o/b 1581.
“ REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

« YOU and your lady will plcalc to ac-
cept our beft regards: no doubt the welfare of your
only fon lies near both your hearts : he is well ;
has a fine genius, makes fwift advances in the claﬁ‘.
ics. There isin him fuch an exuberance of lifeand
{pirits, as requires uncommon vigilance and care in
the overfight and direction of his ways,in this carly
period of life, which however, I truft may in furure
time make him fo much the more active and utc-
ful in the fervice of Gop and his couniry ;-1 hope
hc will pafs a good examination at the next cem-

- mecncement,
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‘Tencement, if you choofe he fhouid enter College.
At his own earncft requeft, he boards about a mile
and an half from my houfe, with a young mana lit-
tle older than he; I have thought proper to'dif-
penfe with the "diftance of way, in confideration
that the family and whole vicinity are attached to
religion, virtue, and good order, more than any
other neighborhood in this place, and more, al-
moft, than ever I knew any where in the world.
Mr. anht lives next door to him ; he and all the
neighbors have a great refpec for you, and unite in
every friendly effort, for the beft intercft of your
fon ; I often tell hlm, however, that he may return
and board with me whenever he is willing ; mean
while, I take the fame care of all his wants as tho’
he was in my own houfe. <

< Such arc the times with us, {ir, that the fupport
of thofe minifters, who live by the penny, without
farms, is one half curtailed, even among parifhes

that do the beft for them, and if fuch times contin- -

ue, I muft give my fons their education at home, I
hope, however, in the good providence of Gon,ﬂwey
will live to have the benefit of Dartmouth College.
« What we can do for your fon, in the family is
left wholly to your gencrofity, and indeed, was my
income, as in years paft, the whole cxpcnfe I thould
look upon not worthy of any account. Reft affur-
ed, fir, that the beft intereft of your fon is daily con-
{ulted,.to the urmoft of my ability, and I hope and
truft chat his parents and his country will rejoice
in his honor and ufefulnefs in days to come,
© « I am, dear fir, with great afte&ion
rand refpect, your moft obedient,
humble fervant,
‘JOSEPH HUNT!NGTON
Rev. Mr. BURROUGHS '

Some time after this, boarding about a mile and
. - .
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a half from the Do&or’s, with another lad nearly of
Jny own age ; we took an old horfe, that ran in'the
road, and mounted him, as we were going to fchool
tnwithodt faddle ar bndlc, and rode him through
e ftreer, full tilt,  This circumflance, becoming
known, the owner of the horfe, appiied tou Juftice
of the Peace, and obtained a warrant for us, and be-
ing taken, we were brought before him, and fined,
togethcr with the coft, fifteen dollars ; the owner
having fummoned twenty witnefles to prove one
tact. Soon after this, I returned to my Father, and
brought the followmg lettet from the Doctor to
him. , ,

«“ Coventry, ( Con, ) Sept. 516 1781.

“ REV!REND Sir.

“ ON examination, I truft, you Wl“ find
your fon, well accomplifhed, to perform the exer—
cifes ofa frelhman at College ; with conftant ﬁudy,
1 think he is able to do it beucr than frethmen in
general did at Yale College in my day—1I have done
every thing in my power for his education, and his
morals, and am exceedingly grieved to, acquaint
yau, that one affair has happened fince I laft wrote
1o you, which muft be uncomfortable to his pa-
rents, as indeed it has been to me. .

* Sephen was fo unguarded, about the middle of
June lait, as to take and ufe a- horfe feveral times,
and that even in a cruel manner, without the know-
ledge of the owner, who lived not in. my parifh,
- bet in the vicinity, near the borders of it : she own-
er of the horfe happens to be one of the moft inhu-
man, cruel, revengeful, f{pitcful, monfters that ever
dnfgtaccd humanity; and as foon as he found aut the
matter, he was wholly bent on vengeance and the
utmoft cruelty ; 1 took and paftured the horfe cight
weeks, & rcpan'ed all damage more than feven fold,
1 alfo offered the man two crawns if he would ]fet—

tle



) [ 30 1]

tle the matter without a law fuit, and took every
.other ftep I could think of to fave expenfe, and
prevent a public noife ; but allin vain ; the mon-
fter knew that the law in fuch a cafe is extremely
fevere,*awarding three fold damages and all cofts,
and nothing could glat his infernal malice till he
had drawn your fon before authority ; and, for
threefold damages and cofts, obtained judgment a-
gainft him for about fifteen dollars ; for the pay-
meat of which two of my neighbors, Mr. Porter and
Mr. Hawkins, gave their f{ecurity, and your fon
returned to his ftudy as before. The affair gave
me unfpeakable diftrefs of mind, and even kept me
awake feveral nights. ‘The authority could do
nothing in the cafe, but what they did, the law is
plain ; the monfter that profecuted fummoned a
great cloud of evidences on purpofe, I fuppofe, to
gratify hismalice in augmenting the coft. Our
* people, fir, haveall the higheft refpect and venera-
tion fot you, and are ready to interpofe and do, all
they can to fave you trouble, and. with one voice
cry out upon the wretch that has been fo cruel to
you and your fon.

¢ it is highly neceffary, fir, that you thould make
us a vifit as foon as'may be after commencement..
J am in fear you will think fomewhat hard of me,
that I did not retain Stephen in my own houfe ;
whenI fee you, I will give you the fulleft fatisfac-
tion in that matter ; had he been willing to have
lived with me, the whole time, I fhould have rejoic-
ed at in notwithftanding the extreme -fifficulty. of
- my keeping any boarders in thefe times: I hope
God will difpofe and improve him in fon.c import-
~ant and honorable ftation in life, as he has certainly
an excelleat genius ; though, he is, as yer, in the
vanity of youth. 4

I mourn, that I cannot wait on you, as I in~
tended,and the other worthy gentlemen of the board.

May



[ 31 ]

% May our kindeft regards be acceptable to Mr.:
Burroughs and his Jady—may all New Covenant
bleflings be your portion, and- that of your remain-
ing children :—after all. our trouble may -wc meet
in‘everlafting reft. :

“ My kind love, to all my friends and acquamt-
ance, in your parts : :
¢ ] remain, Rev. and dear Sir,-
with the firmeft attachments, -
and moft cordial affection,-
your faithful friend,
and moft obedxcnt humble ferv’t.
JOSEPH HUNTINGTON'”
Rev. Mz, Bvamusns o

INasMucH, as you are now on the fubject c? Dr.
Huntington, 'and his. correfpondence with my fa-
ther, I will here infert two other letters, written by
him fome years after, one, when I was in great ad-
verfity, - and the othcr, at. a time of apparent prof-

‘ pcnty. :

s Cotmiry, (Con.) 26ib 3‘an 1783
“ REV. AND VERY DEAR SIR; .

- 'YOUR late Epiftle came fafe to hand ;
and while I was affeted with pleafure in your
kind remembrance of me, I was imprefled with
much fympathy and grief, in the café of your dear
ard only fon.—The ways of divine Providence are
agreat deep ; what Gop does, we “ know not.now, -
but fhall know hereafier.””—St. Auftin, when a
Youth, was very vain, vicious, wild, and ungovern- -
able . hxs pious motber;, Monica, was conunually in
prayers and tears for him : an eminent Divine, one
day, told her, that foa many prayers would never be
loft. You well know what Gob did for St. Auftin,
and what a blefling _he was to the Churchyand to
the world.—Let us fubmit, pray, hope and wait.

We



[ 32 ]

Weare in good health ; have no news rhore, per-
‘haps, than: what you have been acquainted with :
the work of Gop has! been confiderable among us,
and yet centinues ; the effufion of the divine. Splm
with you, has been morc copious ; Ol ! may it
- be on all the'world, * as rivers-in the wxldcmcfs,
and as floods on thc dry ground !

. __“Ibeg that my moft cordial regards, mth Mrs.

Huntington’s, may be acceptable, lo Mr. Bur-
roughs and his. lady. s -

o Remammg, s ever,
dear Sir, with great refpc&, :
" your mofl obedient; hu,mble fervant,

JOSEPH. HUNTINGTON “

sz MR Buakoucns
g,

Cnenirgy, (Con) 23rd 03 1784.

: 'sz. AND VERY DEARSIR,. '
" CouLp. you know: the tcnder;fechngs.of

‘my: beart. toward you : and your farmly, it would
give mecomfort ; my friendfhip is warm asever, -
~ while I lament the {eperation made among your peo-
ple; and maurn that we conld not w’Or{hlp together,

Lof

when I laft waited on you, at Hanover. . Butas'my

prayers” have: been anfwered, with regard to your
fon( fo 1 believe they will be .with refpect.to your
people :  you have now, great comfort, in the for~
mer, you will, I-hope, foon have in the latter ; and
the whole pcoplc fhall unite, - and rc_]mcc in your
light, as in days paft.

“ Mrs.. Huntington, unites with me, in love, and
refpe&, to Mr. Burraughs, his lady, and fon.: Gon:
ALMIGHTY, grant. you-every New-Covenaut blef-
fing. 'l have the honor to be,

dear fir, with much refpe,
your moft obedient, humble fev't, .
- JOSEPH HUNTINGTON '

REV MR. BurrougHs.”
CHAP. Y

/
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CHAP. 1V.

e fn life’s gay morn, awbat wivid buei
"¢ Advr the animating views,
¢ By flatiering Fancy drawin.? .
*¢ Bur florms wiith gloomy afped rife,
¢ To cloud 1he azure of the fhies;
¢ Now mifii objcure the dawn,”

AT Commencement; I was prefented, examined,;
_ and admitted a member of Dartmouth Col-
lege. -Here 1 had a new lituation before me, and
another part to at ; uot poflefling all the advanta-
ges toact it with eclat.  The reports of my many
wild eccentricities had come before me; magnified
in a‘tenfold degree; and 1 found all were waiting
with open mouths to fee an explofion. Thofe,who
were fond of fuch fcenes of diverfion, were difap=
peinted ar:my. neglect in exhibiting fome {pecimens
of fun, which 1 had determined to Jay by intirely.
Others, who were of a different caft, lJowered upon
me with athreatening brow,indicative of theirinten-
tion to check my wildnefs in its firft appearance.

- . Here, 1 found my fituation very different and dif-
agrecable, on the one hand, I was excijed, invited |
and flattered,; to grarify thofe, who were fond of a-

" mufement ; on the ather, 1 was watched, with the

- fcrutinizing eye of jealoufy, for mifconduét; and a

readinefs to cenfure in me, whai would be thoughe

innocent in others, to humble and check that grow-
ing propenfity to diforder,as was alledged. My

Father was careful to have me take a room with one

Jacob Wood, A. M. who,of all others,was beft cal-

culated to humble and mortify any, whom he enter-

1ained a fufpicion againft, as differing froem him in
principle of practice. A man of fimall ftatare, and
yet fmaller mental abilities ; regid and enthufiaftic

i his-notions of religion, which confifted in a fow-

er, morofe, mifanthropic line of conduct  towards

all, who where not of his party. To be an inmate
o : It © Wit
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with fuch a chara&er, you vu!] rcadlly conceive, no’
way comported with 2 difpofition like . mine ; and -
confequently, we never cnjoyed that unien and har-
mony of feelings in our intercourfe, as room
mates, which was neceflary for the perfeét enjoy-
men: of focial life. ~ Poflefling a mind very unfia-
bie, he was often out of humor, athis waht of fuc-
'uzis, in- making me fubmiffive and hamble, to his
caprice ; ‘and being defirous of my fharing.a pait of
“his chagrine, he aflaled.my cars W_lthua penpuu‘.l
‘Atream . ot pezulam criminations. .. He: fovght op~
“portunities to mortify me before comnpany, by rep-
_yefenting me as- 4 perfon inattentive to matters of
‘-ré%igion, and confequently,: waating every virtue.
" This'mode of procedure, 1 could not tamety dif-
“penfe with 3 my invention was lhe only ncan of

reforc for xerahanon‘ -
One night, . while he was: pa\mcr his devonrs 10,4
“younyg lady, word was brought him, thar in a fit of
the épileply, 1 was about expiring, ‘and withed for
him 10 perform the laft kind oflice.of a frignd, to
--pray ‘with, and for mc. .: "LThis was a bufincls be gl-
- ways attended with great prompti:ude, his Dulcinea
being equally pofieft with the.laudable ambitiop of
ﬁroidytmp yagreed to.accompany him to the room.
ut when they came there, they found it.empty of
- every hiving thing;..and not even the appearaice of
-any perfon’s being there that night ; for the truth
~was,-l had, the day prccedmg,()btamcd leave ot ab-
fcncc, and was gone ‘to my . Father’s. 'This was
readily underftood as .a . pun upon his facerdoial
character, than which, nothing could have wound—
“ed him ‘more. " His charac’tcr in that refpact, he
‘withed to kave confidered as lacccd and to arifle
-with that, was firiking at the very root of all his
fanctimonious felf-umportance. He fufpected me to
*-be the author of this mortifying fcenc, and was un-
wearied in his endeavors to gain fome cvidence of
: the
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the fact, but all his exertions were ineffe@ual. Not-
withflanding all thefe fingularities and eccentrici-
ties, I believe him to be a man of an haneft heart,
Jead to practife thofe ridiculous pans by a mnf—
guided zeal for rchglon. ‘

About this time, the Indians had made inroad
upon fome of the frontier fettlements, and dtf"roy-
‘ed them, It was feared they would mal\ca defcent
upon, Hanovcr, and burn Dartmouth College, with
the buildings in its vicinity ; and confequently, the
minds of the people were full of fear, and eafily -
roufed by an alarm of any kind. Onc evening, be-
ing in company with a number of others, we pro-
“pofed and agreed,to make avifir toa vard of water-
_melons, belongmg to 4 man inthe vicinity, who
"kept them for fale, and 'help ourfelves to fome of
them. We,’ ~.ccordmﬂy, put our plan in execu-
“tion ; and went as far as the river, half a mile
out of town,” in arder to'eat them more fecurely.’
After we had finifhied our repaﬂ every one took his
.own way, in ordcr to get to his room \.npcrcelvcd
I came dxrc&'y into town, by the mcft obyious
rout, in company. ‘with one Pame when we had
gotten to the giten, around which the buildings
ﬁ:md we difcovered fome perfon walking before my
door, fufpc&mg, as I fuppofe, my abfence from ity
room, which being. agamﬂ the laws of Col! e;ac, ‘at
thar time of night, would give him an opporturicy,
if he made the defired difcovery, to jnvolve me in
difficulty.

" AlL thefe circumftances were very apparent to
"me, and therefore, I withed to avoid bemg known

to him, as_ well as to avoid the difcovery of rhe
watcrmclons : We, theréfore, turned off another
courfg, than directly to the College, and rolled our
gowns clofc together, and tucked them up en our
backs, fo as to make the appearance of men with
packs on their backs. Thls man, ngsrms by name,

: feeing
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feeing vs, by this time, came on toward us; we
quickened our pace—he purfued us with equal
fpced—we ran—he ran after vs, and hallnced with
all his might.—I was now fenfible, that an alarm
would be made among the inhabitants, and of
-tourfe, fome immediate and decifive meatures muft
be taken, to prevent a difcovery, or a fufpicion of
the watermelon bufinefs falling onme ; 1, therefore,

. turned a fhort corner, where my purfuer loft fight

of me, and ran diretly back to the College, and
got into my room undifcovered. '
Fortunately, my room-mate, was not at his ledg-
“ings this night., 1 beard an inquiry, in the
rooms adjoining, refpecting the noife; I wentinto
one of them, and found they were about ftarting
after Higgins, to learn the difficulty. We, accord-
* ingly,all ftarted together and after running about
one hundred rads, came up to him, who was ftill
hallooing for help, On inquiry, he told uvs that
he had difcovered two men, carrying packs on'their
" backs, lurking about the town, whom he fup-
.poled to be fpics from the Indians, and ‘that they
. had fled on difcovering him. Thetown was alarm-
ed, the militia turned out ; the boats up and'down
‘the river were ftopped ; the. woods were fcoured,
but nothing found, nothing difcovered ; all nighr,
‘the truitlefs fearch was continued. '
~About the dawn of day, the people returned,
weary and fatigued, into the town, and affembled
for mutual confultation. Some thought one thing, -
. and fome another, Some thought the whole .d'tﬁ?.
culty began in nothing, and ended in the fame.
Some thought it a trick of the fcholars, to make
themf{clves diverfion. At the fuggeftion ot this i-
‘dea,one Capt.Storrs obferved, that he faw Burroughs
and Paine pafs by his houfe, about fix minutes be-
fore he heard the outcry. The name of Burroughs
caft a fufpicious appearance upon the bufinefs’
‘ ' They
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~They all turned their eyes on me, as the author. ¢
this alarm and uproar. I cited thofe who ran fron-
‘the College with me, on the firft of the ourcry, to
vouch for my innocence 5 they readily did it. All
were fatisfied, on my -account, except my good
friend, Mr. Wood.  He rolled the eye of jealoufy
over the bufinefs—he ‘was diffatisfied.—He took
Paine to a private room in the College,—and
. "-there, by a reiterated courfe of flattery, threatening,
terrors, and foothings, he obtained the mighty ‘fe-
‘cret, as it related to me. - I was immediately:in-
-formed of the bufinefs, by a petfon, whom I had
placed in a room adjoining, to overhear whatever
fhould be the refult of this conference. ... .
It was now about {unrife. I, immediarely, went
-to the owner of the watermelons, and told -him, that
paffing his yard laft evening, after he was in bed, I
“bad taken twelve of his watermelons, knowing he
_ ~kept them for - {ale, and came to let him know i,
-and pay him for them. After counting his water-
“-melons, and finding twelve taken, according to‘my
~account, he took the pay, and gave-me his receipr..
1 now returned to my room; rteady to -meet the
+ "~ heavy blow, I faw was, preparing againft me.
‘By 1his time, 1t had taken air, that I .was the an-
- thor of lafl night’s alarm. - Every coutitenance was
turned upon me, in an oblique dire@ion: " They had
_ - all heard, that theft was combined in the bufinefs,
they had all determined, 1 muft fall under this
blow ;—therefore, they were waiting for the awful
- moment,of my being fummoned before the authori-
-ty of College. Ten o’clock, the all tremendous
- - hour arrived | - T appeared—a number had gather-
- ed—which crowded.-the room, -After -the charge
was read againft me, ‘Mr. Ripley, one of the Tu-
- tors, addrefled me in a {peech of half an hour’s
~ length, - Rating the enormous crime Ihad been
- guilty of, the courfe of iniquity | muft havelec
— through
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through life, to be detected in fuch an atrocicus
high. handed: brcach of law, at theage of fixteen ;
the: difgrace | had brought on my family connex-
jops, and the feminary, of which I was a member ;
!tBat my ‘expulfion, which would undoubtedly fuc-
.ceed, would be but only a prckudc to my punifh- .
ment by the civil Jaw ;  that ruin and difgrace were
“the only cffeé@s, which would fall. on my dcvoted
-head.
This rant I heard, vuth the coo!ncfs of a Stoic,
Afier he bad talked himfelt ou: of breath, 1 had lib-
-€7y 10 anfwer. I mentioned the hardrcfs of my
cafe, in being-accufed, condemncd, and exccuted,
-without any proof, or even being heard in my cwn
defence.  That I did not know w hat evidence they
- could produce of my being guilty of the crime laid
-tomy charge, but whatever it was,- I, hoped tc be
{ufhiciertly able to overturn its validity, and clearly
. eftablifh my.innccence. At leaft, the humane. lan-
~guage of candor, taught us to_hold every man.in-
- nocent, till he was proved guilty.  True it was, I
- had taken watermelons from Mr. Smith, the night
. preceding, but had carly that morning, intformed
_him of the fadt,-and paid for them. This informa-
tion, was like a thunder-clap, to fome of the fpec-
. tators.. . All their hopes,of fecing ruin fall heavy on
- my hcad ‘were now quaihed in the twinkling of an
’cye Mr.. Smith, the owner of the wateriaclons,
. having been ferit for, teftified to all the facls, which
. lhad ﬁatcd and.of couxlc, here the buﬁncfs end--
- My Fathcr conferted for my rcmoval from the
:-room where 1 had lived: - I, accordingly, changed
- my lodgings, to my. no fmall fatisfaction.. During
- the fucceeding vacation, my Father, attentive to his
wonted bum'mlty, took a-claflmate of mire, by the
« name of Coffin, home to his houfe, whofe pecunia-
- ry c1rcumﬁanccs wele d:ﬁicult, and ga\etl)umdhns
- boar

\
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board and tuition,. gratis. ',Hc'llicemfc fupplied
Coffip with provifions for his fubfiftence. for the
next winter, on conditicn of his paying for them
afterwards,at a time he himfelf had fixed, as bein,
moft coavenient, | The time being elapfed, | afked
Coffin for the money, according to his promife, in
behalf of my Father, in order to anfwer fome fmail
.epgagsments, which 1 was under, for the payment
of money.. Hg paid byt Jittle aptention to my re-
queft 5. Lsepsared it a number of timés afterwajds,
but. without :effect, . At length, Coffin told me
plairly, he had no.inteption of payinig the debr ;

-ftating the diffcrence between his and 1y Father’s
circumftances,. that my Father was betiir ableto
.do without it, than he was 10 pay it..., 1 remonitraj-

.ed in warm terms on .the unre

afonableriefs of his

condyct. This broughg about a violent refeniment

on' his fide, which he never failed 10 ﬂxe’u{,',’_\i';lx(;pu,»hc
had.an opporfunity. - He unifed himfelf under the

~bauner-of my frignd Wood, in order to increafe their
dtrength by union.. Mr. Ripley, the Turog;was ke
- wile difaffected, not anjy by the chagning of bying
fopnd to, be a falfc preacher, when he wag an the

s

fubjedt of the watermclons, but likéifiiféfﬂégi'} ac+

.countof a violent antipahy and refentmeny agaiaft

‘my Kather, owing, to their difag:ceihg in'{entiment,
with regard to the management of certain rcligions
matters, and thercfore; was detcrmined, according
to thegood old rule,“to vifit the iniquities of the Fa-
thers on the children.”” He uniting his force with
thofc abovementipned,fcrmed a powerful triumvir-

~aicagainft me.

About this time; the Prefident of the Coftege left
here,intending atour to Europe. The Tutors now:
became the only ‘exécutive authority cf the College.
My friend Riply, was the fecond in flanding, and
confeguently,” a "great degree of influence -fell
mto his hands.  This influctce, he was careful to

h ~excercife
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cxercife on every occafion.  On a certain day of .
the weck; when my ‘clats were called upon to de- -
claim,” I'did not dttend ; the reafon of my abfence,
‘Wwas owing t6 this circumflance. 1 hdd fent my. ~
fhoes to the fhoe maker, and contrary to my cx+
petation, they had not yet returmed, and 1 had not -
fhoes, decent for my appearance abread, “Mr. Rip-
ly fent for e to appear, and perform my part.of
‘the exercifcs of the day ; the excufe, which exift«
‘¢d, Efent him, bur the meflenger returned with pof-
‘itive order “for me' to‘attend: - I attended; with
fiick fhioes as I had, moanted’ the ftage,. and de-
“¢laimhed. -1 made my obeifance; and reuired. He
“called to e, and publicly ' reprimanded me for ap=
“péaring iti fuch habiliment. -~ At a certain tinie, Be -
“nkdea tequeft to my clafs, to affift himin & ¢ertain -
‘piece of bufinefs, which 'he was defirous of per-
_ forming, one afternoon.  I'turned out to affift him.
“We were detained till ten'o’clock at night. The -
“next morning; 1 was abfent from iccitation—He
“fent for me-=1 came,~He again reprimanded me
“for being deficient in. my claffic lefion, though he
“krtew the caufe was my-petforming fer vice for him -
at his fequeft. - Finding matters thus aifagreeably
fituated, I determined to quit'that ground, which I -
‘could not matintain with any probability -of fuccels. -
- L, accordingly, left College, and went -to my fa< -
ther’s. = - o o = o

© -CHAP: V.:

s Ardtha my hj: m vac fedtentrrgm. . ,
_ *¢ 4nd, end in_forrowo, as shey firff begen.” :

i

- PYJNO remain an ina&ive member of fociety “was |
. A far from my deiire, various plans’ were “pro-
pofed by my Father for my entering into bufinefs, "
< or at leaft, preparing myfelf for it, bit none appear~ -
- ed fo eligible as going te fea ; thercfore, it was dc-
tetmined for me to bend my courfe that way. My "
o, ) Y " Father

/
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Father fitted me out with'a horfe, faddle, bridle, and
&bout twenty dollars in money, and let me loofc up<
on the broad theatre of the world, to a¢t my part ac-
cording to my abilities. The want of experience
dnd a natural hafty temper, prone to inconfiderate”
actions, augured no veyy favourable profpects before
me. , ‘
* I had been a member of the feminary .of Dart-
mouth College fufficient]y long, to be’ filled with
thar fort of léarning, which gave me an exalted idea
of my own importance, and which was of no_man-
her of ule; in my purfuits through life.” This may
dppear ftiange, that I fhould fpend three yéars in,
él:inipg that, which was good for nothing.’ How-
ever ftraigé it may feemtd you, fir, yetit is a faét.
One yedr, § wias ftudying to prepare myfelf for ad=
mittance intop that feminary, where I fpent two, in
learning nething, or that which amounted to, the
famgintheend. . . ., .
Perhizps you miy think I entertain an opinion of
this Collége as being, in point of ufefulnefs, much
Below the octier Univerfities on the coatinent 5, but
ihis is not thé cafe. It isa melancholy confidera-
tion, that our youth fhould fpend fo much time in,
acquiring that knowledge, which is of no ufe to
themfélves of to the community, of which they. are:
fhembers. Toacquirean accuratg knowledge of the
. dead languages, feven yéars is a fhort time ; and af-
ter this is effe@ed, to whit does it amount ? does it
iwé; bread to the perfons poflefling it, or does ic
rve td enlighten, enrich, or rendér more happy,
any part of the community ? I contend, that the pers
fon, who' ha$ learned to make a {hoe; does morze
good to fociety, than he who has fpent feven years
1h acquiring a knowledge of the dead languages.
If ¢his pofition is tounded in truth, then this confe-
quence will follow, that more than one half of the
time fpent at the Univerfities, accordihg ro their
- F * prefenc
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prefent eftablifhment on this continent, is :throwrf
away, and that the pofirion is founded in fa&, 1 will

endeavor to prove, T R
- The happinefs of ourfelves, together with the
good of fotiety; is the governing purfuit of every
. valuable member of the community,therefore,what-
ever conduces to thisendis tho only objeét worthy of
attention. - The good of Society may be comprif-
edinthefe three points, viz. 16, to obtain what is
neceffary to fupply the calls of nature, by the leaft
painful meafures. 2d. 'Rules for the regulation
of -tmankind, -in their relative firvation, which, in
their operation, will tend to harmonize the conduc
of the: whole, towards individuals. ~ 3d. A fupply’
of food for the mental part of creatiorl ; for the
mental part requires a_certain fupply, in order to
render us fenfibly happy, as well as the
corporal.” . 'Mankind, in their prefent” flate “of
exiftence, find “it neceflary  to fubmit to
the pain of labor, in order to prote& themfelves
from the cries of hunger and thirft; from thein-
clemency of the climates and fcafons, and from-:
the uhjuft encroachments upon their indufrious ac-
quifitions and natural rights,  Thefe are the firft
objects, which mankind find themfelves under the
neceffity ofattendingto 3 hence, we find the moft’
favage and barbarous nations occupied” in “thefe
purfuits. - Nations, that have made no improve-
ments in -ufeful knowledge, are fubjet to the grear-
cft-degree of paity, in fupplying the fimple calls of
- nature. The precarious effects of the  chafe are
the moft general {upplies to the calls of hunger,

with them, and as that is a refource of fo doubiful

“anature; thofe people otten fuffer the pain of hun-
ger unfatisfied ; - thercfore, no wonder we find the

mventer 6f the plow imimortalized, and déified, be-
caufe thé good, which he had done to mankind,was’

{0 effentially felt, and known. They then'faw the
= T . uncértainty

PRI} .
__l.‘ >
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uncereainty of a {Upport changed into a cerfainty;
that they now were able td provide for themfelves
and families, and confequéntly, ‘the different fexes
’vcould entef into that connexion, which- contrib-
‘uted greatly to encreale - the happme{'q of Soci-
ety, without the danger of “féeing . thefr ten-
der offsprmg periflt mtferably for the want of
fuftenance.’ = This -object occupies the - feelings
‘of mankind now, as it has done heretofore. They
find the fame nec«:ﬂitv for a fupport for themfelves
and offspring ; ‘and confequently, thofe atquire~
ments, which {érve to render men-ab'e to procurea
fupport, in an eafy and 'certain way, are now the
moft effential to the good of Society.” ‘Thatlearn-
ing the dead languages has ‘no diret or indire®
rendency to this acqmrcment ts a truth fo “obvious,
_ that more need not be 'faid upon this fubject ;
therefore, with regard to the ufefulné(s of this fpc—
cies of & noﬂedgc, in ‘the firft and moft effential
purfutt of mankmd we find that it is not founded
}n falt,

Thé fecond mo& 1mportant obje& for the good
of Society, is thofe rules for the regulation- of man-
kind 'in their relative fituation, which, in- their
operation, will tend to harmionize the condu& of
mankind ~ towards each other..  Lé&giflation: is
a fubjc& perhaps, of all others, thé moft dif-
ficult to bring to perfection, fo as to have athor-
cugh underftanding of its nature and operation. It
has been the ftudy of the greateft men inall ages,
fince Society has been formed, and yct much 18 to
bc learned on 1his (ubjc&

To'underftand the operations'of the human hcart,
{'o ds'to adopt rules for the regulation of man, in his
¢onduct towards kis fellow members of ‘Somety, in
{uch’'a manher as to render thofc rules eafy and ac-
ceptable to all, and under which, all will enjoy thé -
blcﬂ‘mgs of focxety unmtcrruprcd is- an objedt of

fuch



| [+ ]
" fuch magnitude and importance, that cvery bresft,

E:ﬂ'zfﬁng the principles of Philanthropy, muft be
ed with ardor in the inveftigation. As far. ag
rankind deviate from fuch a government, fo far
they are politically unhappy, andin as great a de.
gree as they approximate to this golden age, not of
tic fiction, but of reality, fa far they approach to..
wards real political perfection. What a perverfion
of the talents and time of our youth, whom we in~
tend for public employments ! to kcep them tied
down to the ftudy of the uninterefting ard uneflen-
tial branches of the Latin, Greck, and Hebgew lan-
guages, the greater part_ cf their continuance at the
Univerfity, to the ptter neglect of political know.
Jedge ! T am bold to affirm, that not one 1o twenty
of thofe, who are dubed with the title of A, B. or
A. M. underftand that conftitution or fcrin of
Government under which they live. Wil not ihe
mind of fenfibility' cry out with the Oraior, ¢n an
other occafion? ** O, the times ! O, the manners 12
.The laft obje&t of attention, thougk nor lels in-
terefting, isa fupply of food for the mentil pait f
creation. . The mind of man is macs capaiiin of
reater enjoyment, than what barcly relates 10 the
fenfes. ’]f!hc fyftem of Morality znd Philofcphy
are what I mean to be underflood, as food for the
mind, or mental part of creation. When the mind
of man becomes difengaged from the primary ob...
je@s of Nature’s call, it then mounts o thirgs of
reater magnitude, than whar ‘barely relice 1o ji=
?el-f 3 It views creation. the works of providence, .
doftrine of righ: and wreng. or ' 1n uther words,
virtue and vice is a fubject which fupplies focd for

the mind, or which gives tie hig heft polith to th.

- happinefs which itenjoys.  YWien we view the cue -
rious order of Nature, and fee'that all things aic
governed by fixed and unalterable laws, which,once -
T difcovered *

and the end to which a!l thefe things peing.  The -
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difeovered, feadtoa knowJedge of future events angd
pfeful improvements ; that the parent of Nature,
has carefully and curjoufly provided forall his chIL ;
dren, even to the minuteft infe@, we cannot but be
filled with that delight at yiewing the fitnefs of
things, which po other fubje& cancreate.” 1 wnli
;ontcnd that more fatisfadtion is cnjoycd in viewa
ing the operatjon of Natyreon a fingle kernel of
wheat, after it . is committed to the ground, and
there is more ufefulnefs in that contemplation, 'than
in the fludy of the dead languages through life.
Can a knowledge of thefe Janguages help a perfon
;n the xnveﬂ:ganon of Ethics, Pmlofophy, or
‘VIorallty

Iamawarg it will be faid, that to read the fcrip-
tures in the original tongues will enable a perfon
e under fiand them much better, than to be ableto
verd the tranJations anly ; and therefore, it is nec-

«ary that 31}, who jintend the Rudy of Divinity as
their purfuit, fhould be acquamted with thefc lan-
cuages.  Flapry would it have been for mankind,
ta? thefe eﬁ"eta followed : bur, the truthis far
cherwife, We find the Chriftian world broken
o parrics and factions, by thofe very characters,.
who have been enabied to read tha fcriptures in the
criginal ; and much grester difagreement has hap-:
pened in the intelpretation, than what has been a-.
meng thole, who can rezd the tranflation only ; and
cvenn this enlightened age, when fo many are fa:’
vored with rhis great privilege, we do not find a:
more i-eneral agreement refpelting the do&nncs of4
Smpwre .

Lappeal toyocr own o‘mrvanons,whcthcr Thave
not ftated maiters of fd(",ds they exift, without mif-
colouring or exaggerauon, in refpaét to the ftudy of
the dead Janguages.  ‘Then the greater part of the.
time fpent ar the Unive rfities, amounts to nothing,
or that which is worfe. I ,abltxmes the mind toa;

SRI ' {yftem
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fyﬁem of error, and i puts it up*m the purfuit of
-wrong objelts, and of courfe, it becomes difficult
to break thofe chzins of habit, whxch cducanon has
forged. :
Look -around on mankind ; do we fee any of
_thofe luniinaries, who have been granted to thc
world, as Heavcn s rlchcﬁ boon, frcm amoeng our
collegiate characters ? * On the ‘contrary, a Wa{h-
mgton, a Franklin, a Rittenhoufe, have fhone ref-
plendent, without the borrowed rays of a College.
We are-prone to. form a wrong eftimate of educa-
tion, perhaps, more than of any other object of our
attention, 4When.a Youth has {pent four years at a
Univerfity, and has gone the common round of ef-
tablithing acharacter for ability, by ftealing water-
melons, robbing hen-roofts, geefe-houfes, &c. and
playing tricks upen the inhabitants’ cows and horf-
s, and can fpeak a number of fentences,which oth-
ers do not underftand, his fond mother Jooks at him
with a pleafing ﬁgmﬁcancc, and tells her'inquifitive
- peighbors, that her fon has got to be a-man of fci~
ence, and in order to eftablifh her do&trine recounts
~ alkthe manceuvres he has practifed at College, in
order to get “a hen out of the rooft. © The father
thinks thefe are marks of greatnefs of mind, and
depth of knowledge, and from thefe evidences,
forms the moft pleafing expe&ations of his fon’s fu:
wre greatnefs.  Thefe anecdotes are recounted by
.the neighbors to their families, through a long
courfe of fucceeding. winter evenings” amufcments
They drink -deeply at.this fountain of entertain~
ment.. When they hear of the fooiifh* pranks of
fcholars, they are “exhilerated at the recital ; they
" dwell upon them with pleafure, and behold the per-'
formers with admiration.. Whereas, let it be faid,’
that fuch or fach perfons have outftripped their feld
lows indepth of thought, ot perfpicuity of reafon-
ihg and inventior, the tale becomes lifelefs, and is’
{oon forgotten. Our
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Our Youth, poﬂciﬁng the ambition of becoming
famous, ftrike outin that road which the unaccounta~
ble prc_]udxccs of mdnkind have marked for them.
They wifh to ftart into notice, and will mof¥ affured-
ly adopt fuch meafures, as they fee have brought
others forward into public efleem. 1 believe, Sir ,
you will be heartily tired with my digreffivns, be-
- fore Igct through with my tedious parration; but
Tafk forthat exercife of pati¢nce, towards my weak+
- nefs, which I know your generofity will grant.
My feelings are fo warmly interefted in the ideas;
which fome of my obfervations communicate, that
I cannont fupprefs them, without doing great vio-
"lcncc to my mind. But, to return to, the narra—-
tive.. .
I left my father’s hou(e, about the zoth of No-
vember, at the age of feventeen, and direded my
courfe -for Newbury-Port, a fmall feaport town in
~ the ftacc of Maflachufetts, where they firted out ma-.
ny fmall veflels for privateering.. After I had trav-~
elled the chiefof the day, I entered into- the - woads
about funfer, Being unacquainted with the way, I
~ was not aware of riding more than a mile or two,
~ at fartheft, before I thould come to inhabitants ;- but
0 Iy fqrprlfe, I continued my coutfe till it be-.
came quite dark, withourt difcovering any traces of
human beings except the road Iwae travelling. I
ocgan to fnow violently, and the night was extreme-:
'y dark. Huddculy found mylelt againft a team-
‘nd waggon, containing a family moving into the:
cm.mry Afier inquiring the diftance through to
iniabiiants, and the nature of the road, I found I
h aid got the greateft part of the night’s work before
1, accordingly, quickened my pace, and wad-.
cd through the fnow which, by this time, had be-.
comz prerry deep, with all the exertion in my pow-~.
er. My horfe, which had not been refrethed fince.-
I Lefe hom-:, now becam: farigued ; alighting, )
, drove
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drove him before me, till I became weary with trdv:
elling myfelf ; and then mounted again. I pur-
fued fuch meafures alternately, till about twelve at
night, when I efpied a light; at a little diftance bes
foreme.

A perfon; who has been in a fimilar fituation;
will readily conceive of the naturé of my feelings
ar this time. The fight of this illumination, thro’
-a {ma!l cranny of an old log hut, was attended with
thofe effufions of pleafure, which thé mifer nevef
feels when hoarding over his treafures. Entering

the building from which. the light proceeded, I
found it a bur, made in that rude ftate, which did
not adnrit of the polith of art.  Logs cut ffom the -
foreft were laid on the top of each other, to the
height of cight feet, when a roof was added, the
rafters of the fame materials, coveréd with the barks
of trees. . This building was about twenty feet
fquare ; alarge fire being built in the midft, the
family lay around it, on the ground. The whole
group prefented a fubject, fit for the pencil of Ho-

arth.  Inquiring how farit was to a public inn,

was informed, that one was kept theré.  Neceflic
ty conftrained me to accept of thofe accommoda~
tions, for the want of better. 3 . )

- Some refrefhment for my horfe being obtained;
I was conducted to a bed kept for travellers, as thé
beft piece of furniture in the houfe: Nature was
too much fatigued, to hold a parley with inconve-:
niences. I{oon fell into a profound fleep, whicht
continued, 1 expeét, about two hours, when I a-
‘woke.” By the complaints which my bones utter~ -
ed, I was jealous my bed was not made of down,
L arofe, called for my horfe; and after travelling
five miles farther, over a bad road, ¥ came to a tav-
ern, where accomodations were to be had for man
and horfe. F enjoyed myfelf, in this fituation,
much better, finee my other enterrainment had-

: : been
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bccri fo dxfagrecablc I ftaged at this houfe untg
- noon ; when I found myfelf refrefhed with food an

fleep, Iagam purfued my journey. The next day;

arrived at.a town called Londondcrry, wherg the
Father of a clafflmate of mine . lived, on whom I
alled,and to my great fatisfaction, found the fon ac
his Father s. I told theni my intention of going to
fea, and the reafon why 1 had left College. They
tried to perfuade me to relinquith my purpofe, but
when they found. me fixed, the old gentleman
wrote to fome of his acquaintance in Newbury-Port,
to befriend me in my purfuit. .,

- Intending to fell my hotfe; fiddle; and bndlc,and
thh the avails to prepare, myfelf for fea, I here
found the market for horfes fo low, that a fale for
him .would not be eafily obtained, without great
lofs, I, theretore, concluded 16 fend my. horfe back
to my Father. Iarrived at Newbuty-Port and de-
livered my letter of introduction to Capt. M*Hurd,
tq whom it was addrefled. This man kept a houfe
for boarders and lodgers ; I accerdingly put up
with himm.  Not finding any. privateers going to fea
foon, I concluded 1o go in a packet, which had a
letter of marque, te France. Having no do&or
engaged, 1 underrook to ad in that capacity ; - and
after obraining the afﬁﬂance, advice; and:direction
of an old practitioner in phyfic, together. with
marks fet on each parcel of. medicine, . I thonghe: -
myfelf talerably well qualified to perform the of~
fice of a phyfician on board the fhip.. Wadid
not fail till the firft day of January,1784. WhenI
loft fight of America, I cannot fay, but what. my
feelings wére more difagreeably aff¢cted, than §ex<’
pected. Thofe attachments, which we. form in
chitdhood ro places,to perfons, and.things, are pret-
ty ﬁmng, I behieve, in the minds of all ; and nond
can'give thens up without a ﬂrugglc :

. Spon after we had loft ﬁg_))t of laod, I beg;an ta

ngvV
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g’tow-ihrotél-«ably feafick, which centinued without
intermiffion for four days. This isa fpecies of fick-
" pels, though not dangerous, yet as difagreeable to
bear; as the moft viclent diforder, to which the hu-
man conflitution is fubje@®. This ferved, in a
great meafure, to ool my ardor for {pending my
days on the falt watcr. On the fifth day 1 began
to fecl more at my eafe ; the motioa of . the veflel
was not lo itkfome ; ny appetite began .to recover;
which before was quiic gone. . We made the ifland
of Sable, lying in 45° north latitude, where we went
on fhore. This ifland is a dreary barren place, a-
bout thisty miles inlength. Seme wild hotfes and
hogs were pladed on this fpor, for the fupport of
feamen, who might be caft away. . Accidents of
this kind being.very common here, on aceount of
thic thoals extending fromvits fhores at-a great dif=
tance into the fea. Here was likewife a {mall huy,
a porridge pot, and fire-wood, flint, and tinder-box.
Here, the failors recounted many circumfiances of
the marvellous, reprefenring this as the abode of
fpirits, hobgoblins, &c. They affirmed with much
- pofitive affurance, thar many familes had attempted
living here, induced by great. rewards.from goversi~
ment, .but all their aitempts were in vain, owing to
fights-and. noifes, which had difturbed them. Is
was faid that this ifland, in time of an. caflerly
" ftorm, would thake with great violence, which.
~ was rather induced to believe, becaufe a natural
reafdn can bp affigned for this phenomenon. Leav
ing this place, we proceeded on our voyage, till the
aighth day of our departurce, when, abous 10 @’clock
in.the morning, the man at the maft head cried
eut, a-fail ! a fail was difcovered a- head, we hove
to; in order to fee which way fhe was going. We
foon' found her making from us with all her force.
We put about and made ail after her, till abour
funfet. We. found her a imerchant’s brig: frem
v . New-Yerk
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New-York, bound to London, with 'peirtath, eon
manded by one Pratr. - Afier.we had manncd our
eur prize, we purfued our raut, wi(ho.:t any mamrir '
aloccurrénce till the twenty fhl:fd :

About i1 0’clock in the mornmp, we ef,ned a feul .
afiern, which we foon faw wasin purfuit of vs; we
smade all the fail we could, to fun from her, and
found. fhe carried to it, a featerm, for not wking in
{ail, throngh fome -pretty fevere fqualis. - We loft
fight of her ahout funfer: we made an 1ﬂ=md on the
coaft .of France, pronounced, in the French fan~
guage, Graw—how they fpell it, I do. not recolek.
‘We came to under this ifland, and fired for 4 Pilot,
One faop.came off vo us : about 1 o’clock at night,
we gof under way agdin.  This Pilot was the firf
perfon 1 ever Jaw wearing wooden fhoes; his
drels and apperance were aiferable ; . the ufe of
the knife and fork was unknown -to him : He was
invited inte the cabin, and victuals fet before himg;
he felt himfelf in fuch an awkward fitwacien, that,
inftead of eating, he ,ﬁ!lcd bis pockcx.s with hard
bread, and went on deck.  This is the fitwation of
the peafantry, though not in quire fo deplorable a
£ondition, through Frarce, fo far as I had appor-
tunity of obfcrvmg., About 10 o’clock the next
morning, we made Bellifle, and foon after, fawa
fail ftanding for us, right a-head. Wethought her
the famc that purlued us the day preceding ; fhie
proved to be the fame.  She was a Lugger, carry-
ing 12 fix pounders, and was chafing a briz mount-
ing 6 guns. We foon paffed the brig, and fpeak-
ing with her, found her from Boften, bound ro
Nanrz. We entreated her to put about with s,

and look at the Lugger, which, by this time, was

have 1o, waiting for us. Al our entreaties were in

vatn, fhe ran in under the fort of Bellifle. We car-

ried 18 guns, but unfortunaiely, ten of them were

wood, {o that little advantage could be expected from
them
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them. We haled up our "courfes, put up poy
rding nettings; cleared our decks, lit our
matckes, and made all ready for action. . - We bad
on.board 21 men, befides the prifoners. ‘The thir-
teen ftripes of the United States were flying ; but,
the Lugger, as yet, fhewed no colours. We came fo
near as to hail—fhe anfwered in Frenchw-and after
underflanding we came from America, and were
bound to Nantz, fhe offered us apilot, and when we
‘told them we had a pilot already on board, the af-
feted not to underftand, but made towards us with
a pretended defign of accommodatmg us with a pi.
Jot. Not more than ten men were to be- feen on
her deck. By this time, the was' fufﬁcncntly near
to difcover thofe on board, by their countenances.
Mr. Severe, our firft mate, knew the commander of
the Lugger to be a man from the Ifle of- ]erfcy,
‘having been taken by him the preccdmg ycar. Thé
mate vociferated like a ftentor, *¢ give them a gunl
give them a gun {** We fired, but fo ftrongly pre-
poffefled wcre ‘the gunners, that the Lugger was a
Frenchman, that they pointed over her, and fo did
‘her no damage.  She porred her hchn, and fell a=
ftern, as much as half a mile, expecting that we
fought with 18 guns. We kept on our courfe—
feeing this, fhe made all the ﬁu! poffible after us,
hung out the Englifh colours, and her deck bécame
inftantly filled with men.  She firft came up on our
windward board, but now altered her intention,
and came round on our lee~fide. We beganto fire
ftern chafes at thcm, and they returned our faluse
~with bow chafes.. - While Mr. Severe was elevat-
ing the gun at our bow he received a fwiveél ball,
~which carried away his right chcck went through
and broke his right arm, and two o.f his ribs. ‘We
caught him up, and carried bim into the cock-pir,
where I drefled his wounds, and at the defire of one
'Bootman, a paﬁ'engcr, lcft Mr Severe in hig care,
and
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and returned on-deck. © Qur fhip was thinly man-
ped, and the help of every hand was felt. A cheft
of loaded fmall arms flood on-the quarter deck,
where ['took my ftation.  The Lugger, by this
time, was grappled to our fhip, and atctempted fword
n hand, to cuc away our boarding nettings. Eve-
ry man was ordered to his boarding pike, and for
about 10 mmutes, the. conﬂlél was truly. fhar}i; but
the . iffue ‘was in our faver. = They retreated on
board their own veflel, the guns were their next re-
fort, With cannon: and {mall arms they poured in
upon us a fhower of balls,and we endeavored to pay
them in the like kind, to the full amount of our re-
ceipt, fo that a balancc fhould be left in our favor,
and not againft us.. The caprain and myfelf had-
fired nearly all the {mall arms, which were loaded. .
The commander of the Lugger, kept bellowing
from his quarter deck, that if we did not ftrike, he
would give  us no quarter. I took a blunderbufs,
which remained loaded, and taking aim, very lei
furely, at the mouth of his trumpet, let fly. I
believe this did his bufinefs, at leaft, I heard no
more of this. bravado., Twice more dxd they at-
Tempt to cut away our boardmg nettings, but, to as
little effect as at firft. 'We, by this time, had difa-
bled their fore-tap-maft, and carried away. their gib-
boom. .They cut from us, and made all the fail
poffible towards the Penmarks, which were hidden
and dangerous rocks, lying under water,where they
expected we thould th follow them. In this con-
jeCture, they were right. We arrived the fame day
in the river Loire, and came to an anchor at a-town
‘called Penbeef, 30 miles below the city of Nantz.
‘The next day, 1 went up to the city, and took lodg-
ings at one Madame M. Harty’s, a houfc of general
refort for the Americans. To undertake a partic-
ular defcription of the places through which I went,

wll bc lefs mtctcﬁmg than.the accounts of travel-
‘ ~ lers
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lers of more pbfervation ; being toe young, ot thet
fime, to make thofe remarks, which would ferve 1o
throw any light upon your previous kapwledge of
thofeplaces, by the information of other authers, - -
Soon after my arrival, -1 bad an advantageous ofs
fer, of going as Dolor’s fecond mate, in .a fhip
baund for the Eaft Indias. 1 accepted of the offer,
and was preparing to go ; bt the fhip, which lay at
Penrine, ten miles below Penbeef, had order Iad-;-
denly 1o fail, and fo left me behind. : .
We recexvcd our dividend of the prize moncy
which was 42 guineas each, Being pofleft with fo
much money, and fome time on hand, I determined
10 take a fhort excurfion through the country, in orr
der 19 fee what of France, my finances would ad«
mit. ~ 1, accordingly, fet out, with two mare As
mericans, for Angers, from thence to Bret, from
there to L’ Orient, and then back to Naniz. 1
was abfent on this excurfion about three weeks, if 1
remember right ; as nothing more occurred than
what happens to travellers generally, I fhall not take
" . up your time in giving you the uninterefting detail.
When 1 returned to our thip, I found fome alter-
ations had taken placc in my abfence, which praved
-afource of the .utmoft mortification to me, afters
wards. The prize brig had becn bought by. the
Captain, and fitced out for Lifbon, on ‘board of
which, went the firft mate, as commander, and one
Kenne was engaged to fucceed him in our fhip.
_ The third mate fuppofed this, by the right of fuc.
ceffion, belonged. to him, and accordingly, defired
me to write to the Captain, who was at Nantz, in
his behalf. I didaccording to his .defire, . which
1 was induced tp do, by the drunken nrcguh: con.
duét.of Kenne, who haq difgufted the whele .crew,
“he having proved a worthlefs wretch. - This act of
mine was the caufe of a.mortal enmity towards me,
which ke was but too fuccefsful .in ‘ﬁ;’n;mg. »
en
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When the Caprain came on board, I found his feel-
“ings.were cooled towards, me.© However, no opent
“breach as yet took place. We failed for--America
fome time in -April, and being becalmed off the
weftern ifles,we went on fhore at St. Michael’s; when
we came ot fliore, we {aw a great concourfe of peo-
ple, about half a mile diftant. Our curiofity lead
us fo fee what was the occafion of this aflemblage ;
when wé came to the {pot we found a negro bound
%o a cannon, and a man ftanding by with a ftake i i
his hand, {harpened atone end. The people weré
Popmguefe, ‘and - confequently, we could nor un-
desftand. their language, nor. learn the occafiort
of. what we faw,only from conjecture. The ne-
gro appeared to be in great diftrefs, with fear-
ful apprehenfions.  The dreadful operation of
empaling foon began, which confifted in- driving
the ftake through his body, from one end to the
ether, till it came out a little above his fhoulders.
The agonies, which he manifefted by writhings and
bedious-yells, had fuch an effect on my mind, : that
I almot fainted. The wind'breezing up, we' foon
returned- on board, to my great fatisfaltion. I
could: not, for a number of days,get the {cen¢ of this
horrid aétion out of mind,and even .now, fir, my
blood recoils - with horror, at the rccollcétron |
What ftrange:infatuation ! That man, who is pla-
eed in this ftate ot dependence,in ftead of granting
that Help, which the voice of nature calls for, fhould
exert his power to make a fellow - creature 'mote
miferable, than to be left to-lhe favage bmﬂs of
l-)-We fazled from hcm:e I foon bég»azw to- perceéive
thac Kenne was intriguing: againft me, by helding
conferences often with Jack, the cabin- bov One
day, it was faid, that wine had'béen; d»andk*ﬂmély,
handed out of the cabin to two' men, wh dppeared
1o be druak.. l ‘wiasordered in 4 Ver)b peremptory
SR ~ manner
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manner to leave the cabin, and remove my ¢heft ifi=
to the forepack. I moved accordingto orders, but
you can {carce conceive the emotions of my mind
on the occafion. No reafons were offcred for this
order. -

The conduét of the Captam, beforc, had been of
fuch a natuie as to gain my warmeft efteem. I felc

thofe émotions of friendthip fot him, which would

have carried me almoft any length to, ferve him.

To receive this treatment from him, and, as k
fuppofed, by the influence of a low dirty fcoundrel
added a poignancy to the fling of difappointment;
which is mote eafily conceived; by a-mind of fen—
fibility, than language can difcribe. , For.the Cap-,
tain to fuppoft it poffible, that I could be actuated

by fo bafea motive, as to hand his wine clandeftine=

ly to any of the crew, was a fa¢rilegious profanauon
of the feelings of my heart,

All intercourfe between the Captam and myﬁ:lf 8

wasatanend. 1 often had vifits from Kenne; who
in the moft arrogant infulting manner tri-
umphed over me, and it was well for him, that L wag
fick with the fmall pox at this time. 'About the
time I was recovering froim this dlfordcr, I found
by the noife that a number of the crew was drunk
on deck. The Captain came down into the fore-
peak,and clapped me into irons,being in a great paf<
fion, accufed me of breaking open a box of winc
and giving it to the men, in order 10 revenge
the affront of being turned out ot the cabin. 1 en-
deavored to expoftulate, but in the room_of bei
heard, I received a brural kick on my head. All
this did not wean my affection from the Captain.—
I confidered him a'dupe to the low intrigues, of
thofe wretches, who were unworthy his netices

~ We arrived at Newbury-Port, where I left the
fhip, and put up at a boarding houfe. Here I re~
mained three days, about entering on board of a

: floop,

i L et e saw 03 ek =x
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fioop boomt tothe Wett-Indies. I had removed all
ny things:out of the (hip, and had no further com-
" munication with any on¢ belonging to her. . Iin-
tended ‘a further -inveftigation of the treatment 1
had received. While I was contemplating thefe
circumsftances; I was arréfted in the ftreer, and car-
ried before 2 - Juftice of the Peace, and there found,
to miy futprife, the Cabin-bey,Kenne, and an Irith-
man; who teftified; that one.Bradley,:who had be- -
fore  run.away; and could not be found, told them

that} gave him, wine out ‘of the cabin ; that after—

wirds; 1 broke open. a cheft of wine; and handed
‘hisn the: bottles ; and likewife broke'open-a bale of -
filk; and hid ene picce of .it 5 all which- was done
througir.a revengeful difpofisiofi. Something worth
obferving took place en - their fide, viz. Kenne and
the Cabinsboy. weve thofe, who made the difcovery,
of the wine box . being brokén epen; of the filk
bale being broken, and the place.in which the.piece
of fitk .was hid ; it being whefe no man would have
miftrufted, whodid not. know. beforehand : it was.
concealed in a.cafk, once in my ufe.. Kenne was
the maa; who informed the Captain, that the’wine
wys . gone put of thecabin ; - and.as he-was halt
drunk, the greater paft of.the time, from his firt
comring on board, till we arrived, 1 never doubted,
in my, owfi mind, what became of the winé.-  And
as for Bradley’s telling the {tory, which they relat-
ed, I knew it was falfe, unlefs it was done by a pre~
. concerted plan. However, | was commirtted to jail,
where 1 lay fome time, how long, I do rot remem-
ber, and was then turned out, in a ipanner as.unac-

. countable.

By this time,all.my money and clothes were gone

I know not wheres [ never faw.them more.  -Fhe

afliftance .of my triend Ripley was not+ waniing, to

embellith this {icene, who was in Newbury-Porrt, at

this time, My fituanon did not afford me the op-
: portunity
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portunity of caljing thofe to a legal account, whd
had confined me, contrary. to law, and difmifled me
in fuch a clandeftine manner. - { returned to my
fazher’s funken ond difcouraged; the world appeared
a.glcomy chaos ; the funarofe to caft a fickly glim-
mer on the furrounding objects ; the flowers of the
ficld infulted my fcelings with their gaiety and
iplendor ;. the frolicflome lamb, the playful kit-
icn, and the antic colt, were beheld with thofe pain-
ful emotions, which are beyond defcription. - Shall
~ all rature, faid I, {mile with joy, thall the brute
creation brcak out inte irregular tranfports, by the-
overflowings of pleafing fenfations, whilft 1 am
fhut out, from even the dim rays of hope ? . 'Ehe
comparifon between my fituation, and that of the
, reft of intelligent nature, was fo much againft me,
that I could not bear the ideas which this brought
into view, without graaning with pain, under the -
preflire of the load. : . .

- Thofe, who had before purfued me, with their
unabating enmity, proclaimed their triomph. I
found a cenforious werld, little defirous of inquiring
into circumftances.. It was fufficient for them to
have fuch feés, as ferved to saife a flanderous re-
port ; and they felt eafy, without-giving themf{elves
the trouble of inquiring inte the caules, why thofe
facts cxifted, and the .circumftances attending
~them. - : , S S

CHAP. VI.

¢ Defeend, bland Pity, from thy native fly, B
¢ Come awith thy meving plaint and melting eye.” ¢

FTER 1 had remained at my father’s-houfe:a~

bout one year, without attending to any kind

of bufinefs, 1 concluded, from what reafon .1 was

capable of exercifing, that it ill became me, as a

man; to remain-thus inattentive and vfclefs.. I de-
termined
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«rmined to enter into bufinefs of fome kind ; -and

as a {chool was the only employment which imme-

diately offered, I entered into that calling. At a

town called Haverhill, thirty miles from Hanover,

4 engaged ' to teach an: Englith fchool, for four

months, - No fooner was-I. feated in- the bufinefs

here, than .1 found:my friend Ripley buly in his

<ndeavors -to throw me out of employment. He

came to Haverhill, and in that plaufibie manncr, of

which he was mafter, ftated the evil .confequences

of continuing me in that - bufinefs. ~The bafe ex-

.amples I thould fet : before the- children, who at-
tended sy fcheol; and although I did very well

now, yet; notwithftanding . my lgb(i-lty -to conceal

my difpofition, 1 fhould, ere long, -do fomething,

which would make them repent of their credulity,

and expofe myfelf to -their univerfal- cenfure. -His

reprefentation had®ut too much effe¢t on the peo-

ple. - He was a clergyman, and confequently, -
muft-fpeak the truth. - They -were afraid—they

kept their children chiefly at home, for fear of
fome terrible explofion, which had been foretold by

-their {piritual leader. * With indignatien” I quitted
them, and the fchool. : '

A then took a {chool .in a town called Orford,
cighteen miles below Haverhill, and twelve miles
from'Hanover. Fortunately for me, I had kept
this fchool longehough to get eftablifhed,before Mr.-
R—y knew where 1 was, and. of courfe, his efforts
for my overthrow, here, were ineffctual. ‘I con—
tinued this {chool until the expiration -of the time
agreed for, -to the univerfal fatisfaction of all con--
cerned. 1 began this fchool in November, and-
ended with the menth of Febrvary.  The ufual
time for fchooling, imail the towns through the
caftern ftates, is only in the winter, fome: few- pop-
wlous towns cxcepted. - - - T

Whilft 1 taughe this fchool I became acquaint--
o ed

\
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ed with a woman; who was fuppofed to be a wid.
ow, poflefling thofe amiable c}uahﬁcatiom, calculat-
ed 10 attract the atrention of every admirer. of the
fair part of creation.. I paid ftinct auvennen o
gain her affetions, and flattered myfelf lhad ina
meafure fucceeded. After the fchool was eaded, [
returned to my father’s. 1 had not been lang with
my father, before I had a vifit from Jofeph Hunt-
ington, who was a member of Dartmouth College.
He cameina fleigh,and brought aclafs mate, who
was of that peculiar turn of mind, as to be’aburt
for the ridicule of «ll the Wits_in College ; : and it
was certain, he would be lead into all the fcrapes
then in vogue. Huntington propofed to me to
take a ride that evening, in his fleigh, telling me at
the fame time, he had brought A———with him, to
fteal a bee-hive.  For the diverfion of drawing A— -
into a lud'crqus fitvation, I immediately confented
to be one of the party,  We accordingly all got
into the fleigh, and drove away about two mlkcs
when, coming near where bees weie kept, we tcnc
A——after thcm, who was ever prompt to do what
he was fet about by any one. He foon returned
‘with ahive to the fleigh, when we drove off with
great {peed 10 the College, where | found a num-~
ber,aflembled, rcady to partake of the repaft which
the hapey afforded. Al were regaled with this de-
llClpus mor(cl, but myfelf, having an infuperable
antipathy to honey, which wholly lmapacuatcs me
from ever making ufe of 1.

I am now, bu‘, ai a place in my nan.gme, which.-
has caufed me pain in iclating; becauie T view my
condutt entirely wrong, and my wode of rcafoning
upon fuch fubjelts, ar that age, guite rid:culous.
For fume unaccountabie reafon or ether, Youth
are carpied away with, falie notiors: of rx,xhr and
wrong. 1 know, for inftance, that Huntington pof-
scfled thofe pnncxplea of . micgmy‘ that 1o confid-

eration
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eration would have induced him to deprive anoth-

er by ftealth, of any fpecies of property, except

fruit, bees, pigs, and poultey.  And why it is con-

fidered . by Youth generally, that depriving anoth-

er of thofe articles 1s lefs criminal, than gealing a-

sy other kind of property, I cannot tell ; butitisa
fact, that almoft a}l do efteem this fo, and robbing
- othersof thofe articles is thought to be only the play~
ful wantonnefs of thoughtlefs inexperience. 1 wiil
afk you, Sir, whether our ireatment of thofe things
dees not give too much reafon to convince Youth,
thar we view them in that light ourfelves.

We parted at 11 o’clock that evening, and I rc-
turned home. The man, that loft the bees, fufpect-
ed the {choldrs as the authors of this depredation,
and accordingly, went to the governors to enter his
complaint, dearch was made, and by the inatten-
tion of A——, a dilcovery was effected. It was
found, likewife, in the difcovery, that I was of the
party,—this was a fine bon¢ for my friend R—y 1o
pick. He did not fail to fulfil the office of acler-
gyman, by fetting his face againft imiquity.  He
was determined I thould be made a pablic exani-
ple.  After Huatington and A—— had ‘fetried
with the owner of the bees, R—y reprefcated o
him, the neceflity of not making any fectlement.
with me, but profecute in the law, and there have
1w cerminate.  Coffin was ready to back this repre-
fentation, with all his oratory. Fhey fuccceded ; {
was informed into- the circumftances ; and as an-
other circumftance had now taken place, which co-
operated with this, 1t is neceflary I thould gn back
a litile in my parrative, and bring forward this e-
vent, to the prefent time. . The ladv,of whom men-
tion has been made, and who was fuppofed to be a
widow, I ftill addrefled-upon the terms of court-
thip: matters between us had proceeded to confi-
derable lenpth. [ went to vific her one day, afier I

: ' had
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;had left. Otford, and caming to 2 neighbor’s of
‘her’s, about fix rods diftan:, I faw a man flanding
in the door of her houfe, a ﬂranoer, whom 1 pever
before faw ; and wpan inquiring- who he wyas, re-
ceived mformat on that her hufband was alive, and
had come home. -This intelligence was like heas
ven's artillery, charged with ten-fold vim. - The
wheels of nature ran. backward ! The blood cur~
died in my veins, and 1 fell almoft fenfelefs into a
chair ! I was aroufed from this ftupor, by femaie
fhrieks ! FBowlings of bitter lgmentation affailed
my ears *¥*rxxx 2% God of nature { what
greater fceres ot diftrefs are referved -in flore !

What fharper arrows yet remain in thy quiver ! ’
j**#******#*l***’***‘*‘ *Q*""‘

May I hide myfelf with a.mantle of darknefs, and -
retire from the ftage of actiop, into eternal obfcuri-

:ly’

< Fir'd is the mufe 2 And let the mufe be fir'd,
< Who not inflam’d, auben aubat be fpeaks, be feels P¥

EARY with life, 1 rcturrcd 10 my father.s, .
V' madec fome fmall arrangcments, and left.the -
country. Orne piftarene was ail the ready cafh I
kad en hand,and the fuddenne(s with which'I depar:-
ed, dcynvcd meofa chance to raife mere.  Travel-
lm ; on Jeifurely, I had time tor refleGion. What,
Lud !, again an outcaft among mankind ? where
am I going? what can 1do with myfelf in this
werld, where I meet with nothing bu: difappoint-
ment and chagrine, True it is, | am an curcaft, bur
who cares for that 2 If T will not ufe means for my
ewn prefervation and ‘*ofpcmy, what am I to ex-. -
pet 2 Is it to be fuppofed. that whmmg over mif_
fo ten ‘s is caleuiated to make them better 2 No,
by re means. Then arenf, ,}{;{;d I, for ﬂnme
’ uie
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ufe fuch means as you have in your powcr The
greater embarraflments, the ‘moare honor’ in over-
coming them ;—Ilay afidc thie idea of being any lon-
- ger a'child; and become a man.  If others endeav—
or to throw obftacles i inthe way of your profpcrk
ty, fhow them that you can rifc above them.

This dialogue with myfelf was producive of
the moft happy effects ; I' began to look ™ about e,
to fee what was to be doric "in my prefent fituation,
to what bufinefs I could turn my attention.

~The praltice of Law, which would" have béen
moft' to my mind, I could not undcrta‘ke, until I
had fpent fome confiderable time in'the ﬁudy,
which would be attended with expenfe, far beyond

my abilities ; therefore, this object muft be laid a.
fide. thﬁc was under the fame embarraflments :
bufintefs of the mercantile line, I could not purfue,
for want of a ‘capiral ; and even a fchool, at this
time - of the year, was hardly to be obtained.’

Bufines of fome kind, I muft enter into, and thar
immediately, in order to  anfwer the preleat calls of
nature. Aad what canthat be ? faid I : have not I
enumerated all the callirgs, which are proﬁtable for
me toattend to? "I might poffibly write in an of-, -
fice, ortend in a ﬁorc, on wages, had I any perfon’
to recommend or introduce’ me into that bufinefs :
But what can now be done? A ﬁrangcr—moncy-
" lefs—and fricndlefs —There is one thing, faid Coa-,
trivance, which you may do; and it will anfwer
your purpofe. Preach ! !—Preach >—What a
‘pretty tellow ain I for a preacher !—-A prctty char-
acter mine, to tickle the ears of a grave audience !
Run away from tny own home, for being connected
in robbing a bee-houfe, and for ‘my atiention to a
marricd woman ; having been through fceaes of tu~
mult, during my whole career, fiate I have exhik-
ited on the active ftage of life. - Befides all this,
wha.t an appearance fhould 1 makc, in’ my prefent

drefs
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8rels? which confifted of a light gres coat; withi
filver plated buttons, green vett, 2nd red velvet
breeches.  This, faldl is a curious dref8 for me
to offer myfclfm as a Preacher; and I am by na
mecans able to obtain a different fuit.

Thefe objections, truly, are wclghty,—many dif-
ficulties muft be furmoumed in order to enter into
this bufinefs, but as this 15 the only kind, you can
attend to; faia I 1o myfe‘lf under prcfcnt circum=
ftances, you can but be deftitute of refource, if you
make the trial, and do not fucceed. . At any rate; it
is bett to fee what ¢an be done’; thcrefore, in orde:
to obviate the firf} dxfﬁculty, viz, of difagreeable
reports following you, it will be neceffary to pre,
vent, as much as ﬂible, your being known, where
you offer )ouri'c:l})0 o preach : and in arder fo pre-
vent that, you muft change your name. This be-
ing done, you muft go fome diftance, where yop are
not perfonally known 5 and the probability is; thag
you can continue in fuch bufine(s, till fome op-
portunity may cffer for your entering into oths .
eremployment.  As for your drefs,” you cannot
alter that, at prefent, and therefore, you muft make
the beft of_xt you can. Ido not think it will be an
infurmountable obftacle ; if you fail in one aty
tempt, mind not to be difcouraged, but repeat the,
trial, until you fucceed, i

After 1 had held this parlcy with myfelf, I was dc-
termined to follow the foregoing plan, according
to the beft of my abilities. f exchanged my horfe
for another, much worfe, and received three dol-
“lars for the difference: This furnithed me with,

money for my immediate expenfes in uavellmg I
purfued my courfe, down Conncclicut river, about
130 miles, judging, that by this time, I was far c-
ricugh from home, to remain unknown, I conclud-
ed tobegin my operations. Hearing of a piace cail-,
«d Lud’ow, not far diftant, where they were deiti-

tute
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tuteof a clergyman, Ibent my courfe that way,ir be-
ing Saturday, and intended to preach the next day,
ifI proved fuccefsful. I arrived about noon, and
put up at the houfe of one Fuller, whom I found to .
be a leading man in their religious fociety. Ii mtro- .
duced myfelf to him as a clergyman, and he ,
me an invitation to fpend the fabbath with them, :
and preach. You will readily conclude, that I did )
" not refufe this invitation. The greateﬂ obﬁaclc,_
was now {urmnounted, as I ‘conceived, viéwing my-
felf as fairly introduced into the minifterial funcs
tion.[ retired to reft at the: ufual time, and, after I .
had compofed my mind, fufficiently for refleion,
[ began to-confider undcr what fituation my affairs .
now ftood, and what was to be done under prefent
cucum(tances I had- engaged to preach on the.
morrow. I had almoft forgotten to «cll you that
my name here was Davis.—People had been potifi
ed thata fermon would be delivered :  This bufi
nels I never had attempted. It is truc, the ftudy of
Divinity bad come under my attention, together
with every other fubje¢t of common concern, ina
curfory manner. 1 concluded that fermonjzing:
would not be fo difficulr, as the other exercifes of
public worfhip. Many difa recable poffibilities a- -
rofe into view. What, faid I, would be .my feel-
ings, thould I make fome egregious blunder in trav-
elling this unbeaten road 2 I muft be expofed to
the mortifying confaderation of being obferved by a
whole aflembly, in this ridiculous cﬁay to prcach
and.not be able to carry my attempt into execution;
and all thofe things poflibly may lmppcn, ‘Thofe,
confideraiions made fo difinal an appearance,,(ha'
1 once concluded to get up, take my horfe private~
ly out of the ftable,and depart, rather than'run the
rik of the dangers "which were before me. But up~
_on mofe mature rcﬁeéhon, I found the hara :and
of neceflicy compelled i m; to ftay. When _[auoke
. ) the -
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the next morning, my heart beat wirh anxious pal=
pitation for the iflue of the Jay. ¥ confidered this
.as the moft important fcene of-my life. Thatina -
great mealure,my futere happinels or wretchednefs
dependcd on my corduct through chis day.  The
time for affembling approached | I faw people be-
gan to come together., My feclings wdre -all in
arms a;,amﬂ me, my heart’ wou}d lcap almoﬂ inio
miy mouth.

“What a ﬂrange thmg, faid I is man ! why amo
thus perturbated with thefe- whimfical feelings:? - I
know my drels'is againft- me, and will caufe fome
fpeculation, but’ I cannot helpit, and why need I-
afflict myfelf wich difagreeables, before they arrive 2.
I-endeavored to eakn my feclings, by thele reflec-
tions. - I fortificd my countenance with-all my ref-
olution, and fer out with my bible and pfalm beok
under my arm ; thofc being the enlyinfignia of a-
clergyman about me. When Imade my appe.n..
amce, I found a ftare of univerfal furprife, ac my
gay drcfs . which {fuited better the charaller of @’
beau, thena clergyman. My cyes, 1 could not pe:-
fuadé¢ myfelf, to raife frem the ground, tiil 1 had-af-

_cended the pudpit. - T was deubtful whether 1 had
the command of my voice, or even-whether 1 had
amy voice. I fat a few moments, colleCting my ref-

~ olutidn for the cffort of beginning : I made the at-:
tempt—I found my veice-at command—-ny anxie-
ty was hufhed in 'a moment—nry perturbation {ub-
fided- ;--and I felr all the {crenity of a calin fum~ |
ratr’s merning. I went through the exercifes of

- the forenoon, withour any difficulty. No monarch,
when feared on the throne, had more fenfible feel-
imgs of profperity, than what I cxpencnccd at th&s
'nme '

- Daring the 1mcrm’ﬂion I heard the whxfpcr,
fwift circulation among the people, concerning my-
appcarance, in fuch a- drc!’s -The queftion was of~

ten
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ten aflied with great emphafis, * Who is he 2** but
no oné was able to give thofe anfwers, which were
fatisfagtory. A confultation tcok place among fome -
leading members of the fociéty,' relative to hiring
me, to continucamong them, as a preacher; as t had
intimated to Mr. Fuller, that I fthou!d be willing to
continue amang them #n that capacity, {hould fuch
a maiter meet with their approbation. I attended
cn the afternoon’s exercifes without any fingular oc-
eurrence. The meeting being difmificd, and the
people retired, I was informed by my land-lerd,
~.that they did not agrec to hire me any longer ;—
accordingly, I'found my bufinefs here at an end.
I was.advifed by Mr. Fuller, ro make application
to Mr. Baldwin, minifter ot Palmer, about twenty
miles diftant from Ludlow, for information where
were vacancies, and for an introduion into thofe
vacancies. I, accordingly, fer out for Palmer, an
Monday morning, and arrived at Mr. Baldwin's a-
bout 4 o’colck in the afterncon. 1 introduced
myfelf to him as a clergyman, wanting cmploy-
ment, Ifaw he noticed myv drefs, but afked -no
queftions.  He examined into my education,
‘knowledge of Divinity, renets, 8&c. and finding all
agresing with his ideas of orthedoxy,.he conclud-.
ed to recommend me to a town called Peclham,
eighteen miles diftant from Palmer.  The next
moraing I fet off for Pelham, with a letter to one
Deacon Gray. I arrived, and.delivered my Jetter,
and was hired, in confequence of the recommenda-
tion of Mr. Baldwin, without any hefitation, for
four fabbaths, five dollars .a fabbath ; boarding,
horfe-keeping, &c. &c.—I now found myfelf, in
fome mealure, fettled in bufinefs. The want of
an immediatc relief,to my temporary inconvenienga
¢s, was now f{upplied. I found the family o
which I had fallen, to be an agreeable fociable ¢ir-
. §le,.and T was mach refpected in the family, not op-
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ly on account of my facerdotal chara&er, but
Jikewife on account of the cafe with which I mixed
with them, in all their litutle focia) enjoyments. .

CHAP. VIIL

¢ Companion of 1he avretched come,

¢ Fair Hope ! and dwvell with me a awbile ;

¢ Thy heav'nly prefence gilds the gloom, i
 While bappier fcenes in profpedd [mile.” . .

BEFORE I proceed to the relation of fucceed-
) ing events, it will be.neceflary, to give a def-
cription of the people inhabiting this town; as
much will depend on knnwing their charater, to
rightly underftand the relation of incidents, which
will follow. ' : S

The town of Pelham was fettled with people,
chiefly from the north of Ireland.  They were, of
courfe, ftri¢ Prefbyterians. They valued them-
felves much, on being acquainted with the nice dif-
tintions between orthodox and heterodox principles
and pradtice. They, likewife, wifhed to be thought
threwd in their obfervaticns on minifters and
preaching. A people generally poflefling violent
gafﬁons, which once difturbed, raged, uncontrolled

y the dictates of reafon; Unpolithed in their man-
ners, poffefling a jealous difpofition ; and either ve-
xy friendly or very enemical, not knowing a medi-
um between thofe two extremes. The firft fectled
minifter they had among them, was -one Abicrom-
bie, from Scotland, a2 man of handfome abilities but
violent paffions, refolute and perfevering. - Not
many years after he was fettled among them, a dif-
ficulty took place between him and the people,
Wh'ich was carried to confiderable length, and end-
“edin his difmiffion, After Mr. Abicrombie left this
" people, they made application to one Grayham,
who, at length, fettled among them, to their uni-
verfal fatisfaction ; being a very handfome fpeaker,

' and .
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and otherwife poffeft with popular talents, as a3
preacher. Mr. Grayham was a man of very deli-
cate feelings, of fuperior refinement, and inherit-
ing a great defire for that peace, which eftablifhes
the enjoyments of fociety. = = .

After preaching a number of years to this people,
he found an uneafinefs prevailing among them, the
chief caufe of which was his prallifing upon a fyf-
tem of manners more refined, than what was preva-
lent in the place ; . confequently, they accufed him
of pride, ‘of attention to the vanities of the world.;

'of leaving the plain path of fcripture, and follow-
ing after the vices of Rome. Mzr. Grayham labor-
" .ed 1o convince them of their miftake ;. ot his wifh
to live with them upon the moft intimate terms of
equality ; of his ever having it in view, to purfue
fuch meafures, as would, :in their operation, con-
duce to their good and profperity ; -and in that pur-
fuir, he .had expected his examples and precepts
would an{wer a valuable purpofe. His expoftula-
tions, remanitrances, and entreatics, were all given
to the wind. The difficulties encreafed, and the
clamour grew louder. The mind of Mr. Grayham
was' too delicately ftrung to bear thofe frokes of
misfortune ;they infenfibly wore upon his conftitu--
tion, till at Jaft he fell a facrifice to the tumult, and
fought his reft in thegrave. - o

The town of Pelham remained deftitute of a min-
ifter for-a confiderable time. ‘They ‘tried a number
of candidates, but not finding any, with whom they
could agree, no one was yet fettled. At length, a
Mr. Merrill came among them. He was 3 man
poffefling the gift of utterance and flow of expref- -
fion, perhaps equal to'any. He was 'an eccentric
genius, and imprudent to the laft degree ; poflef-
ting violeat paffions,--hcad-ftrong and impetuous.
The plaufible part of his character was fo captivar-
ing, that the town agreed to fettle him. He, ac-

: : S cordingly,

’
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cerdingly, was inftalled. His imprudences foon
wade theirappearance, Complaint was made, but
they found one, now, who paid but little atrention
to their complaining.  Both parties began to give
way to paffion.  Their contention increafed, and-a
flame was kindled, which fet the whole town in an
uproar. Mr. Merrill refufed to ftart from that.
foundation,to -‘which his legal contrac inticled him,
therefore, the other party determined to ufc extra-
otdinary and violert meafures. . This atrack, Mr.
Merril durft not meet ; therefore, he fuddenly left
the town. Matters werz in this ﬁtuanon when 1
came 1o Pelham. From the mformatxcm ot Mr.
Baldwin,and from the cemmunications of my land-
Jord and family, I foon gained a pretty thorough
knowledge of the people, whom I was amongﬁ' ;-and
T endeavored :to adopt . my conduét . to their genius,
as far as I was capable. 1 found myfelf foon able
to drefs ina habit fitting my calling. 1 foon found,
likewife, that my endeavors to fuit the people had
not a]tcgethcr failed. At theéxpiration of the four
fabbaths, they engaged me ta preach fixteen more.
I began to form an acquaintance ih the neighbor-
ing towns and with the neighboring ‘minifters.

This happened to bca time of great mortality a-
mong  women in child-bed ; confequently, I was
‘calléd to preach many funeral fermons, in this, and
the neighboring towns, many of whxch were defti-
tute of a clergyman of their own.  I.always attend-
ed this bufinefs, when I had a call,  This circum-
flance began to’ raifc awonder in the minds of
fome, how I ceuld be prepared for preaching fo con-
ftantly,and on fo fhort notice,being asyet,only,nine+
teen years of age. 1had, inreality, ten Sermons
with me, written by my . fathcr

At a certain time, béing fuddenly calledto
preach a funeral fcrmon, l had none of my own
written, proper for the ccczmon I took onc of my

fathcr s
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fu!m 5, and delivered it to 3 - crowded audience:,
As this ﬂ.rmon was delivered ina’ private houfe, u
was_in the power of anyto look into my notes.
One, who had wondered at my always being piepar:
ed to preach, took this opportunity “of k ocking over’
my notgs, and thought they appeared too old 10 be
lately written., Tms cucumﬁan»s was met *xoncd
tp a number, who began to grow uneefy, with the
apprehenfion of my preaching fermons, not m
own. M. Baldwin coming to Pelham, abou: this
time, they mentioned the matter to him, that he
might make fompe inquiry into the bufinefs, and in-
form them. - He, accordingly, mentioned the mat-
ter to, m¢, jn a confidential manner, and defired to
fee the fermon, alluded to. 1 was fenfible the hand-
writing of my father was fo dlﬁ'elent from my own
thatthe figft view muft clearly convince any obferv-’
or, tbat this fermon was not written by mﬂclf I,

erefore, thowht it the better way, to treat the
m;tter xngcnmuﬂy, and tell him the fimple mﬂtur
of fadt.

1 told Mr. Baldwin, that the fermon was a man-
quert which 1 had in my poffeflion, together with
fome others, written by .another perfon, and that
the want of time to prepare a difcourfe had induc-
od me to take this, rather than réfufe to preach.—
Mr. Baldwin madc fome obfervations with regard
tw wy fituation ; of the neceflity ofa great demcc of
prudence ; and of the impropriety of uﬁng other
ermons, as a general thing. Hoe returned to Pal-
wer, thhout giving the men any account refpect-
lng the matter of their {uipicion.  Net gaining that
inelligence by Mr. Baldwin, which was expeéted,
thofe, who were useafy, fpread their fufpicions a-
rong others, untit there became uneafinefs, pretty
_generatly, through the town.  They propofed a
number of ways to cbrain that fatisfaction, with re-
gard to their fufpicion, which wculd either clear

, me
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me from the fa& of which they were jealous, of’
clfe eftablith them init. They, at length, agreed o

this method, viz. to fend oné of their number to

me, on Sunday worning, previous to my going.in-

to the meeting houfe, and defire me to preach from

a paflage of fcripture, which he fhould give me. I
was informed of afl thefe circumftances, previs:
ous to the time of trial.  Their reafoning upon-
this fubject, was of this nature, viz. Thatif I was*
able, on the fhorteft notice, to preach on any occa- -
fion, I thould be able likéwife, to preach on Sun-!
day, from fuch a paflage as thould be given me, on -
the morning of the fame day ; and fhould I not be
able to preach, the evidence would be- cenclufive

againft me, that I preached the fermons of others,

and not my own. , '

" The Sunday following, I was waited on--by Mz,
Clark, who defired me to oblige him, by delivering
a difcourfe from the firft claufe of the gth verfe of
the gth chaprer of Jofhua; the -words were, *old
fhoes and clouted on their feet.”” 1 informed him
I would deliver a difcourfe from thar text, and ac-
cordingly he left me. I truly feit fomewhat blank-
cd, at the nature of the paflage 1 had to difcourfe
upon. However, I was determined to do the beft
on the fubject I was capable. 1 endeavoured to
make fome arrangements in my mind on- the fub-
jeét. I had not thought long on it, before the
matter opened to my mind, in fucha manner,
as to give me much fatisfaction. As your patience
" would hardly endure the repetition of a tedious fer-
mon, I will not trouble you with i, yet, fir, indulge
me, in giving you fome general outlines of this dif-
courfe, asit was founded on a very fingular paflagze,
and delivered ca a very extraordinary occafion.

. CHAP.
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. CHAP.IX.

2 Thus airy ﬂéa}"un dances in our yrrvt, .
* And fpreads falfe images in fair difguify,
* To lure our fouls ;  *till jufft awithin our arme
¢ The wifivm dies, and all the painted charms

< ¢ Flee quick awa m the parfuing fght ‘
B 'Tillqdvj are ij@:ﬁa&g and uixgi awith the night.”":

N handling this difcourfe, the exordium confifted
‘AL of a defcription of the Gibeonites ; the duplicity
which they practifed upon:the Jews ; the nature
and general tendency of deceir; &c. After 1 had
gone through with the introduction, 1 divided my
difcourfe intd three general heads, viz. To confider
in the firft place - of fhoes, 2dly of old fhoes, and
3dly of clouted thoes. In treating of the firft gene~
ral head viz. fhoes, I confidered them in a meta—

- phorical fenfe, as thewing our mode of condu&t in
- life. Weareall, faid 1, fojourners in this world,
but for a feafon, travelling to another country, to
which we fhall, cre lang, arrive,we muft ail bethod,
in order to enable us to travel the road befare us.
Wefind the good man reprefented as-having his
* feet fhod - with the preparartion of the gofpei of
peace.” All mankind are in a flate of motion;
none remain inactive on this ftage of probation ; all
are moving torward with rapidity, and haftening
io their final end. . Nbrt only the natural world, but
likewife the menial, is fiiiea with briars and thorns,
ftones and ruboilh, which wound us at every ftep,
when wo are noi {hed to guard us from thofe inju—
ries, we {Lould othcrwile receive from thofe 1mpe~
diments. - Maniaind, finding this to be the cale,
have lnmediate recourfe to fuch coverings for
their feet, as they umagine will protect them
gom the injuries to which they arc expofed, &c.

Intreating the fecond head viz. of old fhoes, I en-
deavoured to fhew, that they reprefenicd thofe,

X “ who
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“whohad been hewing to themfelves cifierns,brokerf
cifterns, which can hold no water.” We find, faid
I, from the earlicft ages of the world, mankind prac-
tifing upon. that fyftem. They have continued ever
fince to tread in the fteps of their predeceflors, and
to wear the fame old fhoes. The old thoes repre-
fent old fins, which mankind have made ufe of from
old times, down to the prefent day.” And would
to Gob, they had been worn until mankind had
been athamed of them. - A fpirit ofjecaloufy and
difcord, perhaps, may' be accounted as old as any
thoes now worn. ' How foon after the creation do
we find this fame deftructive principle raging in the
little family, which then compofed the whole human
‘race, Murder was the confequence ; revenge and
hatred were perpetuated by it. Now I am poffefled
with this accurfed paffion, faid €ain, * whoever fhall
find me, fhall flay me.””” The direful influence of
_this paffien fpreads its difmal «(ffects among
all mankind, when it once prevails : Solomon,
-viewing the operation of this principle upon the
human heart, fays ¢ Jealoufy 18 mere cruel than
‘the grave.” It deluges countries, deftroys focie-
ties, and renders man hateful to man. All civil .
and religious bodies are deftroyed, when once this
hateful monfter is allowed an entrance. . Minifters
and people, parents and children, hufbands ard
-wives, fall a facrifice to the influence of *jealoufv,
.thatgreen eyed monfter, which makes the meat it
feedson.” Therefore, wo be to that people, whe
cherith the feeds of jealoufy, or practife after her
counfels, &c. &c. &c, ‘

In confidering the laft general head, viz. of clout-
ed fhoes, I ebferved, that thofe, who wore thofe old
fhoes, ard practifed upon a fyftem ot jealonfy, were
fenfible ofits odious and hateful mature, and of con-
fequence, athamed to be feen by Gop, man, or the
-devil, nay, they weré afhamed-te-be feen by them-

o : - felves,
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felves, therefore, they had recourfe to patching and
clouting- themfelves over with falfe and feigned
pretences, to hide their fhame and dlfgrace “This
~vice has been confidered, by all wife men, as the
moft deftructive to human felicity,and the [aft ex-
cufable, and moft unreafonable, of any paffion inci-
dent to the human heart. It is a paffion, which
debafes the human chara&er to its loweft ebb, as
fays a noted author; ‘“ Where I Hce a jaalous peo-
ple, L expedt, likewife, to fece every thing bafe and
fordid among them.

Look around, my hearers, and judge for your-
felves; whenever you have left this firft bora fon of
Fell tnumphmg in your bofoms,how {von has joy
‘and comfort fled from your hearts? how foon has
this doleful monfter turned all the fweets ofllfc into
wormwood and gall ? &c. &c. &c.:

I concluded this difcour{e by an application of
the fubje, after the following manner. My hear-
ers,where'fhall I apply this do&rine? is it calculat-
ed for a people only at fome grear-diftance ? can we
‘not bring it home, even to our-own doors ? fearch
and fee. Try yourfelves by the fanGuary,and if
there your garments are not wathed in innocence,
you will find, “Mene, Mene. Tekel Upharfin®’, writ-
ten'on your walls. Will you fuffer this hateful
monfter to rage among you ? will you wear thefe
old filthy clouted fhoes any longer ?- will you not
rather put on that * charity which endureth all
things, which hopeth all things.” ~ Will you not
ratherbe * fhod with the preparation of the gofpel
of peace ?” &c. &c. &c.

After this fermon was dehvercd I found’ the
people, though fomewhat difturbed at my efteeming
them jealous, fatisfied with regard to- my abiliry
in fermonizing, and they,a !'tcrwards, remained quiet
on that head. 1 found it neceflary to purchafe me
# horfe, faddle, and brldlc, as ‘well-as 1o clothe n;_y-

fel
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felf anew entirely, with -fuch appard as. kecame a
-clersyman ; therefore, 1 was unr‘cx the re oflity to
" anticipate my wages to anfwer thefe puy pcf(s, atrer
1 had difpofed of myo!d horfe, faddle, and bridle,
to the belt advantage.

No perfon of my acquai nfancc Lnew u‘\ere I

‘was at this time, except Jofeph Hunsington, whem

I had left at Dartmouxn Coi;cqc : with him 1 cen- -

tinued, a correfponden e by letter, he engaged to
-make me a vifit in September, as he thoula then be

on his way to Coventry, and could take Pelham in
‘his journey. I once fawa perfon, whom 1 had for.
merly been acquainted with at Coventry, by rhe
name of Avery, but he did not appear to recognife
me, being under a. dlffcr':nt namé, and in a defcr-—
entdrcfs.  The firlt of ‘my feeing him was in the

r\etmfr houfe. = | made it convenienttofallin with

him afrerw ards, to {ee if he had any rccol’eéhon of
me, and found he had net.
Nut. long after this, I faw a )mmg man bytﬂe
name of Pow ers, wuh whom [ was acquainted at
artmouth College. I faw he pmd,,clnit’ attention
‘tome, whil® I was preaching, and concluded, frem
- a 'mmbcr of-circumftances, he knew e, Hc liv~

ed in Gr cnwich, atown au_l(‘mmg, aad had cen-
rexions in Pclham. .1, thepefore, concluded it. to

be a matter of confequcnce, to throw.mjy fclf in his
way, angd come to an explanation withhim.  Ac-
cordingly, after meesing, I made it cenvenient fér
him to [peak to me, which he readily did ; and he
being infarmed into the majives of my condu&.
promifed not to fay any  thirg, which fheuld create
an . uncafinefs among the people.

At another time, coming from a tewn called

Colram havmg been .on a vi{it to the clergyman
lving in that town, I met onc Church, with whom
1 was.acquainted - at.the Colkge ; he now beinga

cd

cl'rgyman, and feeing .mein clerical habit, far-
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ed with furpeife at me, 1 frankly £old him my fir-
aarion, and where ¥ wvas preaching.. At the rela-

~ tion of this, s phiz beeame lenathered, hie affumed

allthe impartance atfached w his funétion, and ad-
dreffrd roe ina lengthy herangue, thewing the fac-
recdnefs of the charadter, which I had affumed, and
of the grear imporiice of *“ walking warthy of the
vocation-wherzwi-h L wis calied.”” 1 pulled off my
har, made h'm # profound reverence,.and rode on.
. Seonafrer I had left this Knight of the Crofs, {
began to mflect wpon the nirure of my ewn con-
dudt, and vpan matvre - corfideration, blamed my.-
el much for giving him that iaformaticn. which:i
‘had, with regard tp my own matsers, - This infor-
mation, (aid Iy can do him ro manner of good, and

it.may .do me much irjury..  Lhe fecrel is mow

gone from me,and 1 caowor recal ir. L cannot re-
ceive. any potlible gcod from rommunicating: ithis
matter, and  many poflible evils may-befal mein
confequence of it, - Co
L will leave matrers in ihis/firuadon, and gn
hack foeme way in my narrative, tn order totetch
forward 4 number of matters,necediary to underftand
many eventy, which will bereaficr be related. . . .
When 1- firft came to . Petham, 1 formed an ac-
quaintance ;with a family, which muft remain
namelefs, for reafons which you wiil underiland
by the after relation. The man was poffeit ©f

saformation far abovethe relt of the inhdbiranrs.
His-manners and fentiments were equally refined ; .

his wife poflcit thole amiable accomplifhments,
which made her a paragon of excellence, among
the rude inhabitants of thistown. . This couple live

ed together on - fuch terms,” as to do honer to their”

whnement.. The moft tender.affeions marked
A their a@ions, while their pareptal care had farms
¢l a family of the maft lovely children. . With thig
family 1 formed an acquaintance,  which.was not
.o \ . only

\
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only intimate, but -ardently affe&ionate. - T lived
with them . on fuch terms of nearnefs and confi-

dence, as I never expect to do with any.other. -All

their propenfities, feelings, and fentiments, were in
union with my own ; fo that nota difcordant found
was heard among us. In fine, I do not know the
act of frieudfhip too romantic or defperate for me
to have performed, for this amiable family, had oc=
cafion called ; my feelings of friendfhip were fo
ftrong towards them. 1 communicated all the fe-
crets refpecting myfelf to them, without difguifing
any circumftance;  The man told me that meaf-
.ures were in {uch a train, that he fhould foon be in
-pofleflion of an independent fortune. Prompted
by the feelings of {riendfhip, he wifthed me to en-
joy a part of the blefling in ftore tfor him ; he,
therefore, let me into theknowledge of his wealth

and greatnefs. He informed me that ene Philips,

who was then at work, in New Salem, with the not-
ed Glazier YWheeler, 2 money-maker, known
:thfoughowt all New England, had the art of tran{-
muting metals, fo as to make copper into good
filver, which would ftand the teft of every effay
made upon it.  This knowledge Philips had a-
greed to communicate to my friend, who, for dif-
tin¢tion fake, I will gall Lyfander.  Said I, if this
canbe done, at no cpnfiderable expenfe, it is a mat-
ter of the utmoft confequence, but his working
with Glazier Wheeler is an exceptionable circum-
ftance againft him, in my opinioh; however, he
may have his own reafons for it, and thofe reafons,
were they known to me, might be fatisfa¢tory. Ly-
.fander appeared to entertain the highe¢ft confidence
in ‘the bufinefs. His wife was more doubtful ;
‘who, by the by, was the moft penetrating of the
two., In order to put the matter out of all doubr, [
agreed to attend Lyfander on a vifit, to this won-
derful tranfmuter of metals, and there examine his
I ‘ experiments
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experiments, until we had reduced the matter to a
certainty.  The vifit was to be made in the night,
to prevent any fufpicion arifing from the circum-
ftance of being at the money-maker Wheeler’s. We
accordingly, one night, fet out on our deflinaticn,
it being a rout of about twelve miles, and arrived
there about 10 o’clock. = We made our bufinefs
known to Philips, who was willing to give us proots
of his {kill. -

He, in the firft place, weighed one half ounce
of copper, and put it into a crucible, and then put
_the crucible into the fire; after it remained there a
thort fpace of time, he put .in a paper, containing
fomething wrapped in ir,and immediately the mat-
ter in the crucible became turbid, and began to toam
and boil with great violence, for the ierm of ten
minutes, and then fettled down into a clear beauti—
ful metal, which, when poured off, and cooled, was
good filver, weighing one half an ounce. It fteod
the trial by aqua-fortis, and feveral ways, fo that 1
had no doubt of its being good filver. My only
doubt remained as to the contents of the paper,
which was put into the crucible. This contained
acertain powder, as Philips faid, which terved to
deftroy the verdigrife, which the copper abforbed,
and the remainder-was pure filver. 1 wifhed to fue
the powder--with fome feeming relutance, he
fhewed it me.--I faw i wasin reality a powder.~-1
Wifhed him to try the experiment again, and to put
the powder in open, fo as to have it feen after it
Was’in the crucible.  He pretended it would not do
Quite fo well this way, bur, to gratify our curiofity,
Confented. The experiment, in all its circum®anc—
€5, was repeated, excepting his laying a large flat coal
over the mouth of the crucible, immedarely after
the copper was putin. Theeffect was the fame--
one half an ounce of good filver was poured out of
the crucible.~ . v '

S .~ .2
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{ a,ain defieed L 1o furuifls mie wiit rle 1naces
riuls, wnd let e go thiougll tne operanen v felf;
wihoud Wis comiig bead the five.  He coniented.
1 owiig shed lhe copper, [l in, and pioceeded ac-
tud..’zi’ tu s mehod, which l ttad feen him per-
form, ull 1hqowdcr produced e boiling foam in
the uuuolc, when he cred out to meto firie. |
G.d not recolledt fecing hin fir i however, 1 put
anivon red,aboui the bignels ot a large nati-red,and
about u"hucn inches long, o ihe crucible, and
nured the cenients;  There vwas xwihm{_, r but this 12
ron 1ed, which would anfwer wo &ir the metal with,
When weam ;;md the ciucibie, we found Lalt an
ounce ef geod sitver.  Once moie, 1 begged his in-
Gulgence  fuor enother «xperiment 3 and that he

fiould ot Le in the roors when it was performed.
e readily coniented.  Lyfander and my felf pre-
ceeded wopether o the experiment, fecunduin ars
icil, When w ¢ camie 1o ftir the metal, we cexld
find noting calculared for that pu;puh excepung

w fhort piece ofa waiking-tlafl’, we, theietore, made

Lic ol ihat ; but faW atici wairds, we haa burn off a-
rout four inches of that end, we put into the cru--
cidiv.  We poured out tive ufuai quaraity of gocd
iiver. 1 was now f{atisficd beyond all doubr, We
veiwsrned o Peiham with no fmall tausfuction. 1
fclt all the confidence in the bufineis, which was
polficieto feel on aay fubject. lawin m, OWD irni-
ag.h.mon iy foriutic cer tuin}y made. N.)t a
doubt ramainad in my mand of beconng the yici-
wft inan on tae coninent of Awmerica: . But how
fcetingour jovs! bow vaiu curexp cetations ! Cun
)Cu fuppeie the whoie cfthis an alefion 27 It was

aiy 'ic. Al the plaulible experimaats, which

wue periormed by Philips aad outlelves, weic a fe-

rict of the woll confuminate duplicity, which” was

cver pcnbrmcd. We did not nake wnis disc ovcr,,
Wl Lo thme aliervards, bur 1owil ge 10rwa
’ ©owiih
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with the account now, for the reafon of its being fo
‘c:‘ofcly conne@ed with the incidents already relat-
ed. , ‘
When the firft copper was put into the cruci-
ble, he put half an ounce of filver in likewifc,
which was wrapped in the paper, with fome
powder, which confumed the copper and left the
filver. The next operation was after this manner :
Being prevented from conveying the filver into the
crucible, by my requeft of feeing the powder put .
in, he therefore, fecretly, put his filver on the
forge; and laid a large flat coal overit, At the
proper time, he took up the filver and coal togeth-
er, with his tongs, and laying them over the.tcp of
the crucible, the filver, unperceived, fell in. he
next deception was performed thus : at the time in
which I was ordered to ftir the metal in the cruci-
ble, an iron rod was the only thing to be found for
fuch a purpofe: on the lower end of this rod was
fixed the filver, blackened like irdn, which, being
put into the crucible, melted off. * The laft experi-
ment for fupplying us with filver,was performed by
- making the end of the piece of walking-ftaff
hollow, and placing the filver in the end of it, which
being burnt off, left thefilver inthe crucible. Thus
this mighty fabric of wealth was blown away in an
inftant, like the bafele(s fabric of a vifion. This a-
droit decéiver obtained property of a numbet, to
tf:e amount of 2000 dollars, and fnddenly Was wnif~

d. .
As he will be fouud on the flage, a number cf
times, inthe courfe of rhis Narrative, it will be ne-
ceffary 1o give fome more particular deféripticn of
this fingular man He was about five feet eight
inches high, dark complexion, thick fct, down look,
Rlaufible in converfation, very ingenious in execur~
ing mechantcal undertakings,and what 18 more fur,
prifing, he ias bur one arm. He had the entire

' L “command
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command of his own fccli_ngs, fo that his counte~
nance or actions never betrayed his inward fenfa-

tions, perfevering in any undertaking, -perfidious,.

fubtil, and defligning, loft to all feelings.of fidelity,
either towards the public, as a member of the com-
munity, or towards individuals, to whom he had
more immediately pledged his faith, a rank coward,
yet pofleffing the happieft abilities of imitating
courage, of any man I ever faw. There was no part
of the coining art, but what he was mafter of, and
could, with one arm only, execute it to perfection.

Being fully poflefled with the idea, that our prof-
perity was certain, we concerted a plan, to carry on
the bufinefs to that amount, as to an{wer a purpefe
of magnitude. We therefore concluded to charter
a veflel, load her with copper, coal, provifion, &c.
neceflary for the bufinefs, and retire to the ifle of
Sable,where wecould purfueour plan uninterrupted.
A writing was made and figned by all parties, for
our regulation in profecuting faid purpofe.

CHAP. X.

€ It awas a feafon, awhen the lingerivg night,
“ Difputes ber empire with the rifing light ;
“ A rofy Slufb bere paints the dubtful morn,
¢ There glimering fars, the uncertain fhad:s edsrn.”

T the time fixed on, Jofeph Huntington came
to fee me at Pelham, 1 introduced him to my
acquaintance, and particularly to Lyfander, We

opened our fchemes of aggrandizement *o him,’

without referve.  He was -pleafed with our prof-
pects, and in the overflowings of our friendfhip,
" we agreed to ajlow him, as the higheft favor pofli-
ble for us to communicate, to fet his hand toour a-
greement, and fo become a partner in our bufinefs.
In the courfe of Huntington’s remaining with me
at Pelham, he made feveral unguarded miftakes,
- ' which

e
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- which reduced me to a very difagrecable fituation,
He called me by my proper name, a number of
times, before thie family where 1 lived. He excul=.
ed himfelf by fayin;r, that Burroughs was my nick
name at College, and was given in confequence  of
my looking fo much like one of that name. One
Sunday morning, as people were going to meciing,
1 was leaning back in my chair, the pommel reii-
ing againft the door cafe. Hantington feeing the
ficwation in which I was refting, puc his {taff 2izainft
the chair and pufhed ‘it off the cafe, and down | icll
onthe floor. This impudent action, dune on Suns
day, by my known intimate friend, had a very dil-
agreeable appearance, and made people.lcok with
aftonithment attbe circumitance, however, 1 re-
proved Huntington, with fome warmth, and he,
feeing the naure of his folly, bore it with patience.
The Mondav following, Huntingmen was'to procee
on to Coventry. - 1 rode with him abou: rwelve
mileson his way, and then returned ;  but previous
to my return, an affair took place, which gavea
new face to the fcene of things.

As we were riding by the houfe of Mr. Forward,
minifter of Bclchertown, he came our of his houfe,
and defired us to call, alledging that Mr. Chapin,
a minilter from Windior, was in tae houfe, to whom
he offered to introduce us. Mr. Chapin was a man
weil known to me, and I prefumed I fhould bee-
qually well known to him. 1 excufed the matter,
ailedging thac I was ia hafte, and therefore, could
not do myfelf . the pleafure ot accepting his invita-
ton, Mr. Forward was prefling for us to alight,
and go in ; and while this dialogue continued - Mr.
Chapin came out of his houfe, and addreficd meby.
the name of Burroughs ; I endeavored 10 convince
him of his miftake, but to no purpofe ; he infifted

- 1navery peremptory manner, that. my name was not
'Pavis,but was bona fide Barroughs, 1 replied that
' thole
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thofe infults were not grateful to my feclings, and
what 1 fhould not bear. * Your humble jervant
« gentlemen.”  We then rode on, though repetedly
deéfiredto ftop. 'When Huntington and 1 were by
aurfelves, we were merry upon the circumftancc of
being driven into {o fhert a corner. '

‘After 1 had parted from Huntington, 1 was un.
der the neceflity of returning back the fame road 1
came, and confequently, muft pafs, ‘again, by the
houfe of Mr. Forward. - Soon afier 1 had gone by
the houfe, I heard fome body calling after me,‘ Mr.
Davis, Mr. Burroughs,”” but for reafcns which you
will cafily conceive, 1 did not anfwer. As I rode on
towards Pelham, I endeavored to concert meafures
of retrcat againft the ftorm, which was faft gather-
ing, and would foon burft upon me, if it were not
averted. The news would ‘foon come to Pelham,
cf my real name, charatter, &c. '~ This would ferve |
to aroufe the indignation of that yeople 1o its full
height. To continue among them any longer,
would be out of the queftion, and to mcet the rage
of their refentment, afier the wholc matter of faét
fhould be promulgated, 1 dfued'n'ot, teither did |
vwifh it, Cne Sunday more 'l was to preach among
them, before iny time of cngagement «xpired, and
for this Suuday, I had alrcady 1eceived my pay, but
under exifting circumftances, it was doubtful in
iny mind, whether they would infift on my fulfilling
iny engagement. ' At all events, 1 was determined
to leave tkem very fuddenly. 1, accordingiy, came
to my land-lord’s that evening, put my hoife in the
barn, and after the family were all 1ctired 10 reft, 1
put my things in order, took my horfe, and filently
left the houfe. ' In this fitwation, 1 fought Lyfan-
derg related the circumftances which 1 was under,
and concluded to lie by "with him, till 1 fhould fee
what the event of thofe things would be.

“The next morning, Mr. Davis was not to be
found
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found. My LmJ lard was almoft frantic with fur-

prife and grief. The town was alarmed, and fud-
denly was all in a flame, About 110 ‘clock P. M.
a man came irom Belchertown, with mformarion
refpecting the charaéter, who had exhibited among
them, as a preacher, this biew the flame into a ten-
fold rage.  No pen can defcribe the uproar there
was in the town of Pelham.  They mounted hue
and cries after me inevery dircCtion, with orders
to {pare not horle ficth. * They pcrambulated the
town, and anxioufly afked every one for fome ciu-
cumftance,which would lead 10 a difcovery” where
Iwas. All this took place whilft  lay fhug in the
corner, obferving their operations.  In halding a
confultation upon thefe ditagrecavie matters, every
onec was anxious to clear himfe'f of being the dupe
to my artifice, as tauch as poflible. ¢ l-mever lik-
¢d him,”* fays one,-- 1 always rhought. there was
fomething fufplcnous about him,” fays a:mhcr.
* He ever had a very dcceitful look,” fays a thir

In fine, it had'come to this, that not one now couzd
difcern any thing, w hich ever appeared good or
cornmendablcabout me,exceptone geodoid lady,who
faid, «“ Weil, 1 hope they wili catch him, and bxmg
Lim back among us, and we will make hxm a good
nan, and kecp bim for our 'preacher.”

\ou nay, with propirieiy, afk me, what the peéc-.
ple of Pelham expected they could do, thould they
overtake me in their purfuie ? 3 know the quefi-
ion wili naturally arife ;- but I cacnot give you an
anfwer, for'l do not l\now their intenuons or ex-
pectations. - -Perhaps they thoughi, for they were a
people very ignoiant, that 1 had broken the laws of

the Land, to the fame amount, as 1 had uﬂ'ended
them.

- Abaut 12 o’clock, the night followine, 1 took
my leave of Lyiandcr, promifing to return and fee
him again, as foon as the tumult. was hufhed, and

-concert
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‘concert further meafures for our profecuting om"
fchemes, for gaining wealth by tranfimutation ; be.
g oblaged fo fuddenly to leave the country, that
we could not ripen our plans, for the prefent. It
was not without the moft fenfible pain I left this a-
miable family.  Journeying on, I had time for re-
ficction.  Aq dead of mght——all alone—rcfleGtion
wouid have its operation,

A very fingular fcene have I now pafled though
faid 1, and to what does itamount ?  Have I adted
with propricty as a man, or have I deviated frem
the path of rectitude ? 1 have had an unheard ot,
difficulr, difagreeable,part 10 aét : I do not feel en=
tircly famﬁcd with myfelf in this bufinefs, and yer,
1 do rot know how I fhould have done otherwife,
and have made the matter better,  The Jawsof the
Land 1 have not bxoken, in any inflance, but my.
fituation has been fuch, that I have violated that
principle of vtracxty, which we implicitly pledge
curfclves to nainzain towards each other, asa genc:
ral thing in Society : and whether my peculigr ciy-
cumftances would warrant fuch a line of procedure
is the gneftion 2 1 know many things may be faid
in favor ot i, as well asagainfl it.  How I came
inio this Olf.{o't.l’d.l)ic fituation, 18 another maiter :
1 know thac the leading caufe, which produced, it,
was founded in wrong,. ,My giving countenance
to an open breach of the laws of the Land, .in the
cale of the bees, was a matter in which 1 was: juft-
l} reprehenfible ; but that matter is now paft ; the
owner of the bees is remunerated to the vimoft ex-
tent, which is provided for by law, and therefore, 1
moft take things asthey now are, and under thefe
circumflances, do the b:ft [ can. 1 know the
world will."Jame me, but I with 10 Ju(hfy my -con-
Au& to myfelf, let the world think what it may. In-

ced I know they are not capablc of Judgmg upon
tic matter, with any propricty, becaufe they eves
will

A
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will and ever muft remain ignerant of the particu-
ar caufes, which brought thefe even:s into exiit-
ence. ‘They . underftand the marrer in the grofs,
that { have preached under a fictitious name  and
character, and cosfequently, have roufed mitay i-
deas in the minds of the people, not founded i fact,
Therefore, they concluded from this general view,
the whole to be grounded in wrong. The name
impofture, is therefore eafily fixt 1o my character.
An impoflure, we generaily conccive, puts on
feigned appearances, in order to enrich or aggran=
dize himfelf, to the damage of others. That this is
not the cafe with me, in this tranfadlion, I think is
clear, That ] bave aimed at nothing but .a bare
fupply of the neceflaries of life, is a fact. That 1
have never, in one inftance, taken advantage of

[y

~ that confidence which the people of P.lham enter-

tained towards me, to injure them and benefit my-
felf, is a truth acknowledged by all. Under theie
circumftances, whether 1 ought ro bear the name of
im)ture, according to the common accepiation,
is the queftion ? ‘

That 1 havea good aud equitable right to preach,
if I choole, and others choofe to hear e, is a trurh
of which 1 entertain no doubt : but whetheruny
circam&ance will jult:fy my putting on a falfeap-
pearance, inorder to introduce mylelf into thar bu-
finefs, is the only doubt remaining on my mind, |
think if my duty, atleaft, to ftear as clear of this
bafe guife, for the future, as. my fafety will ad.
mi. ,

About 1 o’clockat night, leaviny the confines of
Pelham, [ overtook  Powers, the perfon whom |
have before mentioned likewile coming ecui ot Pel-,
ham. He knew me—I afked him where he had
been—He was embarrafled about giving me an an..
fwer. . 1 miftruted he' had  been employed i
fearching afterme ; I laid it to his charge. Al-

: ' : ter
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ter fome hefitation, he owned the fact. 1 puton 4
fierce lock, and commanded him to fiop, in a very .
peremptory manner ; he obeyed. Now, faid I,
Powers, you fce my fituation, you art the only per-
fon, who knows where T am ; therefore, I am deter-
mlncd to take meafures for my own fafe(v, and for
that reafon, promife me, with the folemnity of an
oath, that you will give no information refpeéting
me. Poweis began to expoftulate—-1 added yet
more terror to my looks, and commanded him to
{wear to fecrefy; immediately, if he ever wifbed for
the opportunity.  He was terrified. He began to
imprecate curfcs on his head, of the moft horrid na-
ture, if he fhould divulge his having' feen me, or
knowing which way I had gone. We then fell into -
familiar chat on various topics; rode on togerher
till we arrived at the place,where be left me to go to

his father’s. 1 went on without fufpicion of dan- _ .

ger, but no foorer had 1 left Powers, than he 100k

his way back again, with all fpeed;, and informed

the people of Pelham of his difcovery. It was a-

bout the dawn of day, when he had returned to Pel-

_ham, and gave this important information. The
news was like an electric thock. It was commu-~
nicated through the town with that rapidity, which ~
would have done honor to a caule of importarce.
The people were affembled, and a felect number ap-
pointed to purfue me.

All thefe things were unknown to me, whilft I
rode on leifurely and fecurely, thinking of no dan-
ger. I bad determined to bend my courfe for Rut-
Jand, (Mafl.) where I expelted to find an ac-
quaintance of mine; by the name of Frink, who was
dciug bufinefs in the mercantile line, in that town ;

“and if fortunately, I could obrain bufinefs of fome
other kind, hrough his means, I determined 1o
drop preaching, which fubjected me to fo mary
faile appearances, contrary to my inclination. I

arrived



. tion.  Mt. Frink had no bufinefs of his own, in

£ % }
arrived about 8 o"clock A. M. at Rutland, and found
Mr, Frink, dccording 16 myexpectation, at his
thop. o ,

CHAP. XL

“ Ns 7oy, me glory, plitters in thy fight,

“ Bur1hro' the thin partition of an henr, -
I fee its. Sables avove by Defliny, )

“ dnd that in forrow buried ; this in fhame ;
 While bhrwoling Furies ring the doleful kuell.””

I RELATED to him the fcenes' through which
I'had’ paffed ; my motives in performing fuch
parts ini'thofe ftenes ;' and my prefent determina-

which he wifhed to engage me; bur faid he would

make inquiry among his acguaintance; and fee

what could be'done.” In the mean titne, he withed

me to rarry with him, and make myfelf eafy, until

he could have opportunity of making the neceflary

inquiry. After I bad taken fome refrethment, and

put out miy horfe, 1 went into his counting-roorm;:

to have forme further converfation upon the fubject w‘

of my bufinefs: Whilft I was leaning my elbow out l

st the'window, I turned-my eyés at the fudden and’ ‘

violent trarhpiing of horfes, and fawa large number .

ot people” froti Pelhamy after me.  Seeing fo- mia~

ny, and they nding with fuch fury, gave me' a fud-

den impulf{e of fear, and I’ thought to elude them

by flight'; therefore, fprang out of my chair,-and

ran acrefs the thop, in order to go out at'the back.

door; but ro fooner had I-arrivéd there, than T

wai mer by one Konkey, ‘who -attempted to fize

me. Fhis roufed my indignation,.and with my ‘

wilkingftaff, I gave him a‘Blow acrofs the right

arm, which broke jc, Maving, by this' mean, niade? |

Nylelf a paflaze, Lran round the end of the thop; |

wiish{ fuppoted would be maft out of fight 5 buty |
M when
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when 1 turned the corner, I met, full in the face,
two of my Deacons. 1 then turned and ran about
twenty rods, down a fmall hill, and the Pelham-
ites all after me, hallowing with all their mighrt,
“ Stop him ! ftophim !  To be purfued thus,
like a thief, an object of univerfal fpeculacion, to the
inhabitants of Rutland, gave me very difagreeable
fenfations, which I was determined not to bear. I,
therefore, ftopt,--took up a ftone, and declared that
the firft, who fhould approach me, I would Kkill on
the fpor. - '
To hear fuch language, and fee fuch a flate of
determined defiance, in one whom they had lately
reverenced as a clergyman, ftruck even the people

ot Pelham, with aftonithment and fear. They were -

very creculcus in flories of the devil, witches, &c.
and now thought the devil had appeared in human
fhape, ready to defiroy them. They all ftopt—-a-

mazement being piftured on  their countenances, .

except one Hind. This man valued himfelf much
on his courage and dexterisy, and in order to thew
his feperior ability, advanced alene, till he came
within:my reach; when, with a ftroke of my flone,
I tymbled him to the ground, apparcntly a lifelefs

corpfe. “'This was a fufficient ccrroboration of their:

firft fufpicien, and they were now very cértain,that

the devil had actually taken the liberty to hold a -

tight difpute with them. A fharp dialogue tock

place between thofe men and myfelf.  Secing a-

large number of people beginning to colle® ard
ceme toward me, I moved on about two rods in

front of the Pelhamites, and they after me. 1told

them in the moft decided manner, that inftant de-
firuction fhould be their portion, if they attempted
to approach any nearer.  They believed, and kept
their diftance, till coming to'a barn, which had on-
ly one fmall door, I wene in, determined to defend

the door, which 1 expeed to be able w do; on ac-

“ceHnt

e AL
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‘2ount of its advaniageous fituation. ~Atrer 1. had
entered the barn, T found thér’ a fituation, which

pleafed m¢ much bcttcr viz. ‘the hay-mow,there
being only ond placc,by which'ir was poffible to'af:

cend it, thcreforc, when T was on the top of thishay-

mow, I could keep off any number’ of men, that
fhould atfack me; 1, accordingly, feized this ttrong
hold with difpatch, mounted by ‘o~tu?s, and car-
ried with me a fithe-inarhi, as a we"pon of . defence,
to keep off the affailants. - When she Peihamites
fa##, chrough the crannies ‘of the barr, y:here { had
(aLcn my ﬁauon they' ventured to-.come in,te=
gether with a number of the inhabitants.

I found the people, who came ‘into the barn: wwh
the Pclhamxtes, were anxious tolearnthe reafon of
this uproar. Deacon M<. Mullen, of Petham, in=
formed them thiat [ was an im )o'hr © had called
my name Davis, when in reality it was Burroughs 3
had come among * them under that charaer, and
groflly deccived them; preaching with themthrough
the fammer. It was demandedof him whether this
Burroughs had, during the time of his preaching a-
mong them, prcac‘hfd w el); and conducted accord-
ingly ? The anfwer was'ip the affirmative. «“-Well,”
faysa by-flander, “ why necd you make any diffi-

cilty ? he preached well—you paid him well--all
pames wete fatisfied, and why need you now be un-
eafy > What' ’ﬁgmﬁes what he called his name? A
name does no good nor hurt, as to the matter of his
dottrine ; therefore, it will be well for you to make
the beft: ufe of his preaching ; and of courfe, yoo
will find yourlelves re“arded that way, for ihe
money which you have paid him.”  Bur, faid the

eacon, “ we have paid him for one Sunday which®
he has not preachéd.”” ¢ As to that matter,” faid’
the by-ftander, * [ think he is wrong, if that 'be the
cafc Ifhe has engaged to preach, he ought.to ful--

Vhis engagements 5 but as the-Sunday %s not yet
. come
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€omé, on which he is to preach, I'think it a hard
interpretation of his conduc, to fay he has cheated
you out of that fermon, until that time comes, fo
that you may fee whether he will perfarm his en-
gagements or not.”  * He certainly has attempted
to murder .Dector Hind and Mr. Konkey,” fa:d
Deacon Mc. Mullen. He therefore ought to-be ap-
prehended, and profecuted according to the fever—
ity of the law.””  “ As to rightly urderflanding
that,” replied the other, “ Ibelieve .a number of
cnrcumﬂances will come into view. As firft, you
came upon him in a riotous, tumultuous manner,
indicating by your condu, that your intentions to-
wands him were evil, and, wnder this firuation, he
might well fuppofe, that to fubmit tamely 10 “hat
you were about to do, might be expofing hxm[clf to
immediate death : And, fecondly,--he tool\ thofe
meafures to dilcover the violence of your inten.
tions, which prudence d}é’mxed uader fuch circum-
ftances, by telling you to keep your diftance ;. and
at the famc time, declaring his detcrmxmuon, in
cafe you did not doit. Thece ore, us felt-defence
i ]u’hﬁabh and as it will appcar that his condu&t
was dictated by feif-defence ; 1 believe it will be
‘. .mewhat dlﬁi"vlt to make it evxdem 10 any im-
pamal Jury, the: he has tranfgrefled the law, 1n the
inflance you mention.”  “ If he has hmkcn the
law no other way,” faid the Deacans* he has.done
it in threatening o kill a youny man, laft mighr, by
thename cf Powers, becaufehe'd not promife to keep
it a fecret, that he had feen Rim.>  “1f that be the
cafc,”” faid the other, ““ he certainly is cngm,,ablc
by the law, when that is proved. But where is this
faid Powers 2 ‘¢ At Pelham,” faid the Deacon.
“ Then,” faid the other, ¢ itis out of_your or my
power, to do any thing in this bufinefs. it would
be fubje@ing us all to very hard terms, to be liable

to be apprchmdcd on every report of our breaking
© the
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- the.Peace. If the faid Powers, wham you nien-
tion, has been threatened with death,  and, under
that threatening, he abfolutely fears that his
lfeis in danger from DBurronghs, and to ail this,
will give teftimony under oath, befor~ any Juftice
of the Peace, it will thep be in kis pewer. to obtain
fuch fecurity,. as ;p repder him fafe againft the
threatenings ef Burroughs 5 but for ofhers to up-
dertakea profecution of this bulinefs, upon avague
fteport, is not oniy out of the queftion, byt is ridicu-
lovsto the laft degree,™ ™ 77 0T 0
Deacon M¢, Mullen, being driven from all his
ftrong holds, bégan to, grow uneafy. at. the ap-
proaghing termination of that caufe,upop which he
bad-entered . with” fo much fangying afurance.
However, as lis laft reforr, he adverted ag2in to the
pay which I had gnticipated, for ene cay’s preach-
ing, which Thad pot yel performed; and faid he
was very feafible I did net mean ta perform, and to
my deceiving them under a falfename, . .
" As to obviating the firft diliicuiry, this ebjection
arifcs, faid the by-ftander, * Frem.whom' did Bur-
roughs receive this money, which you mention 2
“ Erom Deacon Gray, our committee for {upplying.
the pulpir,” faid Deacan. Mc. Mullep.. ' * Then,.
faid the other, the hulinefs ftards thps: Burrenghs
ftands indebred to Beacon Gray,for money had and.
received of .him, 10 the amount of the fum total.’
On the other hand, Deacon Gray fiands indebied to
Butroughs, for the {ervices which he has rendered,
according to their agreeraent. Now,if Deac, Gray's.
advances bhave been grearer. than his recci ?ts, un-
doubtedly Barroughs 1s indebted to Deac, Gray, for
the balance, and ought to pay him accerdirg tocon-.
tract, but as you have no powg¢r, to at for Deac.
Gray, 1 do not conccive haw you can have any de-
mand either mediately or immediately againft Bur-
roughs, on that accoun:; and if Burroughs thould
: [ X 5
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even piy you back the five dollats, which you fay,
though' without any legal evidence; he owes Deacan
Gray, yet that would not exonerate Burroughs from
the debt, or makc hzm lcfs llabie to pay it ov cr a-
gain, ¥

And.as for. his dcceumg you by a falfe rame, I
will tell you how you may fettle that matter, in the
beft way I'can think of. I recolle®, fome years
fince, ‘when Mr. Abicrombie was‘jour minifer,
there was an uncafincfs prevailing among "his peo-
ple, on account of his intemperance ; they; there-
fore,chofea committee, of whom,I think you, Dea-
c¢on NL Mutllen, was one, to deal with hirn, for this
crime.  They accokdingly came. The old fox un-
derflood how to avoid the trap.  He had laid in
fome cxcellent' W, India’ ruim, tredted the commit-
tce with great hofpitality, and, in the language of
the Poer, caufed them to dnnk deep at the foun-
tain of pleafure,” till they were unable to leave him
through the night, on account of dipping too deep
into the fweets, for which they were about to re-
prove him.  Under this fituation, they conclpded
the ncxt morniug, as the better way, to make their,
repert to the church, that Mr.-Abicrombie had giv-
en them chriftian fansfac’hon They did fo—and.
here this matrer ended. ' Now, commued this bys
ftander, the way that I propefe is, for Burroughs
to do as Mr. Abicrombie did, and for you to acccPt'
it a8 chnﬂma fatisfaction, from this mini ifter, as
well as thar.” Wood kceps am excellent tavern hard
by’; Ipropefe-forall to move up there.> -

This prepofal * was finally “accepted by all. T,
therefore, camedown, and we all went up towards
the tavern. ‘I czlled for drink, accarding to'the or-
ator’s” advice, to the fansfa&lon of all, till Hind,
whom 1 had knocked down with the’ ﬂone came a-
mong them. He foamed with rage and difap-
pointment.. A number of them retired into anoth-

er
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¢r room, to confult on mealures to ke adopted for
their future procedure. I learncd that they had ¢n-
tered into a determination to carry me back to Pel-
ham, by force ofarms.. L was doubtful whcxbcr
people would intesfere, where they were not imme-
diately intercfted, fo as to prevent this being dene.

1 conc'uded it beﬁ by all means, to put this proj-
e& out of the power of the Pethamites. Beingima
reom on the fecond ftory, I locked mylelfin. When
they came after me, they found my door locked,

and immediately determined to break it open.

They fent fome of their number after an axe—Hear-
ing this, I jumped out of the window, on 1o the
horfc-fhed, and off that on to ihe grourd, clefc by.
thofe, who were after the axe. o

Cuming fo fuddenly among them, they Bad not
time to recollect themifclves, fo- as to know whap
this meaat, till I had run the diﬂance of twenty
rods, whcn they ftarted afier me’; but one of their
number much exceeded the refl in fwifinefs, fo that
in running fixty rods, he was twenty reds before
the others. By this time, I was out of breath, by
running, and coming.toa high wall, made of fmall
flones, 1 jumped over if, and fat down behind
it, by atree ftanding agamlt the wall. 1100k a
flone in my hand, as | went over, intending to
kncck down the foremoft man, when he came up to
me, which I fuppofed would be eafy to do,as I
thould take him by furprife, and execute my plan
before he could defend himfelf ; after this fhouid
be performed, I could eafily out-run the reft, as I
fhoald, by this time, be refted, and be forward of
them.  An alder {wamp, about half a mlk diflant,
was my objed.

When the foremoft man came up to the wall I
heard him panting and puffing for breath, and in
ftead of being able to lerp over he ran a-
bmnt 1t and thaew 1t dc#n in fucha maneer as to

" cover



[ & ]

cover mealmoft enfirely from fight ;--rthe ftones fal~
ling againft the tree, im fuch a mammer as to do” me-
no injury, ‘Fhe man ran‘through the breach of thie
walf, and- continued his courfe zbour fifte¢n rods
beyend me, and ftopped until the others camie up,
who anxioufly inquired, what had become of Bur«
roughs > The others replied, that hehad run like
a deer, acrofs the mcadow, and gone into the alder
fwamp. : o ' ,
They cancluding it would be in vain to purfue
me, gave up the chafe—wert back to the ravern—
took a little more fatisfaction—and returned to
Pelham.—Afeer they were gone, I crept out of my
hiding-place, andreturned. to Frink’s ftoré. My
firft object of going into bufiriefs, through his rec-
ommendation, was now loft.  After this uproar, I
did not wifh ro find employment in Rutland’; nei-
ther did 1 fuppofe Mr. Frink would feel that fice=
dom in recommending me to others, -

- CHAP. XII.

8¢ doain the youth bis wwanted life regain'd;

““ A tranfient fparkle in Lis eye obtain’d
¢ A vifing glosw bis tender 1ha’ts confefs’d,

Y dudike foft motions 7'1::: melting breafi.
 But foon durk gloom the feeble fniles o’ erfpread ;
s Like morn’s gay burs, the fading Splendor’s fled ;
%8 Retuining angwif froze bis, feeling Joul 5
 Deep fighs burf firth—and tears began to rall.””-

EARLY the next morning, I left Rutland, and
"4 travelled on towards Providence, endeavoring
again; to learn where Icould find a vacancy for
preaching. On the rdad, I heard of a town called
Attleborough, ninc miles from Providence, w here
they were deftitute of a preacher, and wanted one.
¥ came -to'this town, and engaged to preach four
Sundays. - Here, 1 called myfelf by my own name,
-4 engaged only for a fhore time, expecting I could
v 1arry
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tarry here, that length of time, without any difa-
greeable reports following me.

I took lodgings at Mrs. Weld’s, widow of the

_former Minifter of Attleborough. ~The family con-

fitted of the old Lady and her maiden daughter:
They were bath agreeable, and of courfe the whole

time I fpent hete was pleafing. I formed, whilft -

in this place, many new acquaintances,which h¢igh-
tened the enjoyment of the fcene ; one in a particu-
lar manner,which I cannot think of, even at thisday;
without feeling the fluth of pleafing émotions.

. Ifound the people of Attleboraugh were defirous
_to have me continue longer, after the term of my

firft engagement hid expired ; but I pofitively rée-
fufed to do it, alledging that I was engaged to

- preach at Danbury in Connecicut,  which in fact

was true, having entered into an engagement of that
kind, with a man belonging there, who had heared:
me preach in Attleborough. = . =

I had determined in my own thind to take Cov-

_entry in my way,as I went to Danbury, and fee

Joleph Huntington, for this particular purpofe, viz.
Hearing that a gentleman from Amherft was going
to Dartmouth College, previous to holding the an-
iverfary Commencement ; and thathe had a defign to
make fuch reprefentations to the Corporation of
faid College, againft Huntington, for ating a part
in the Pelham bufinefs as fhould deprive him of the
degre of A. B. 'As H—n had paffed his examina-

_ tion for this degree, and was approved previous to

is leaving the College, it was in his pewer to ob-

tain his degree at any other College ; Therefore, I

hadadefiretogive him information of the évil,which
was hatching againft him, that he might avoid i,

. by applying elfe where, and obraining that, which his
own Alma Mater was about to refufe. - I, accord-

ingly, came to Coventry, and gave him this inform-
aon.  Huntington, accordingly, ‘made immedi+
s BRI N et

s
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“ate application to the College in New-Haveb, ia
~Conne&icut, and, ob'unea his title of A. B.

When thefe matters came to be known at Dart-
“mouth College, that Huntington had fairly ftelen
“march upon them, and confequently, warded off the
ftioke of fulmination, which they had laid by in
flore ‘for him, there was no fmall ftir about the
matter ; but no help could be obtained, for then ke
" had his dlplomauc commiflion, which could not be
* recalled, or wrenched out of his hands.  They fuf-

pected the Doctor, as* being confederate with His
" ton'in this bufinefs ; and hence, an altercation, warmy
“and recriminating, rook place ; but their fufpicion,
" of the old Dottor’s being acquainted or active in
this bufinefs, was ‘entircly unfounded: -
The Doctor had ever detigned his fon fleuld re-
ceive a degree at the College in New-Haven, as
weil “as at Hanover, and as the commencement-az
New-Haven was previous to that at Hanover,'he
_was very willing" His fon fhould take his dcgrec at
" New-Haven, in the firft place ; but was,ar that time,

totally ignorant of any intention of re*uﬁng his {fon
* the fame degree, at Dartinouth College. -

The commencement at Dartmouth Collegehav-
ing arrived, the Doctor and his {on came on. When
the reafons of the corporanon were offered, for not
_granting his fon a degree, the Dodtor thought
_ them highly inadequate - to anfwer fuch a purpole,

and remonfirated with warmth, upon ‘the impro-
' %wty of their condu&; but all to no purpofe. The
octor had been enthufiafticaity purfuing the prof-
perity of this College ; being a member of thc cor-
- poration himfelf. Thefe difficulties cooled his af-
fections. He foon after refigned his office of truftee,
and dropped all further connexions with thc mfh-
tution.
When I left Coventry, I was determined to make

a vilit to Lyfander, in Pclham, and fee whetherhe
had
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fad brought his bufinefs of tran{muting metals to
perfe@ion : and whether he had made the necefla-
ry arrangements, for profecuting our intended pur-
pole ofa voyage to, the Ifle'of Sable ; and, in fine, to
fee what afpect the whole bufinefs now wore.” Tac-~
cordingly travelled again into the ftaic of Maffa-
chufetts, ard arrived in Pelham, abeut 1 ¢’clock at,
night, at the houfe of Lyfander.

Thole, who have felt the glow of friendfhip, wiil
readily conceive of my feelings, at meeting azain in,
this agreeable family. The contemp'ation of ihiis
object kept me in the higheft flow of fpirirs, dur—’
ing my folitary ride through the greateit parc of tsis.
gloomy night. My heart expanded with fraternal
kindnefs towards them. My whole fog was tun-
ed to the foft harmony of friendthip ; and T had
formed in my mind a thoufand tender expreifions,
to commuaicate the overflowing of my feelings to-".
wards them. Never did the lover fly with greater
rapture to the arms of his miftrefs, than whae I did
to the embraces of this beloved family. A thou-
fand foft expreflions 1 had anticipated from thera.
My heart beat quick with the palpitaticns of pleaf-
ure, and my -whole foul was in extacy, at enterinyg
their houfe. My reception was equal to my moft,
fanguine expectations ;and to endeavor to defcribe
this fcene, would but fhew how abfoiutely incapa-
ble language is, to a real reprefentation of thefe ex-
quifite joys, which flow from a heart of fenfibility.

We mutually recapitulated the entertaining oc-
currences,which had taken place,in the time of our
,abfence. = We laughed at the ftrange whims and
mange;ivres, Of the Pelhamices :  at their chagiia,
when returning from Rutland : at their confulia-
tions and execrations upon me, for an impoftor ;
and upon the people of Rutland, for not rifing up
to a man, and fighting the battle of the Laxd.  Af-
ter we bad ended the firt friendly falutaiion, and

. . tha:,
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that courfe of mformanon which flows in upon thg
mind, immediately after thofc falutations; 1i mqmr-
ed of ’Lyfandcr, what were his profpe@ts with rev

- gard totranfmuting merals, and more partlcularly, '

of changing copper into filver.” "At this queftion,
my friend Lyfander looked difconcerted, ard feem-

ed embarraffed at glvmg mean anfwer. His wife

fmiled fignificantly. I faw there was fomething in
the bufinefs I did not underfiand. My anxiety and
curiofity were excited. I inquired with folicita~
tion into the meaning of what I faw.

Lyfander, by this time, faw I was in earneft. He

at firft entertained an idea, that I was treating him
in a fatirical manner.’” That I was fully poffeft
with a knowledge of fads, after which 1 mqmred

and cenfequently, rallisd him on a fubject too difa-

greeable to be called into remembrance in this man-
ner. He was now fatisfied of the contrary. ' His
countenance fell.” The tear glittered in his eye. He
faid, * Burroughs, we have been deceived ! greatly

dcccxved by Philips, that king of villains. Could
iou have thoughr, that all the experiments which

¢ tried before us, when we were at Salem, were
nothing but the vileft deception ? It truly is the
cafe. We were not alone the dupes of his duplic~
ity. He had lead as many as thirty men into the
“ame belief, until he had obrained property of us to
the amount of two thoufand dollars, and then hé
was {uddenly miffed. ' Search was made after him;
in every direction, but all to no purpofe. He could
not be found.’ Nothmg could be heard of him.
That elegant mare, that you formerly fo much ad-
mired, the villain had obtained from ine, wixh orie
hundred dollars in’ cafh when he lcft this coun-
try.

His partner, who was knowmg to all his hellifth
manocuvres to deccive, was equally cheated with
thereft of us.  Philips baving promiled” him one

' ' half - -

-
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half the beoty for his afiiftance, but le¢ft him equal-
1y deftitute with the reft. This man, finding mat-
ters in this forlorn fituation, revealedall the artful
plans which Philips had recourfe to, in" order to
make mankind believe, he poffeffed the fecret of
changing one metal inte another. -
* We.could not any of us believe, but what Phil-
ips had the knowledge he pretended to, fo fair were
his experiments, until we faw them all unveiled by
his partner, who went over them again, fhewing us, -
at the fame time, how Philips practifed .the decep-
tion at every experiment.”? L
As I have already given you an account, refpect-
ing this feries of deception, i fhall not repeat Ly-
fander’s narrative of it any further in this place. [
now found-thofe ideas of wealth,which had before fa -
wholly pofleft my mind, entirely unfounded. The
painted vifion fled quiekly from fight ; the airy
babble broke inan inftant, and left me.in the abyfs’
of poverty. . - ‘ I
My hopes in thig refource had been fanguine. I
had refleéted upon the . fubject till I was as confi-
dent of extenfive Wcalth,kas of any occurrance,which
had not taken place, I felt. a]l the enjoyment of
the advantages:refulting from property. I had
formed,in my own mind, fchemes of condué& thro’
life: How I fhould make the rich refpect me, and
the poor adore me. What exquifite pleafure, faid
1, thall I enjoy in relieving the heart of diftrefs ? In
daftributing bread to the hungry, clothes to the na-
ked, and'confolation to the broken-hearted 2 1had
already, in imagination, di@tributed fuch benefits
-through the land, as net to leave a poor perfon to in-
habit his poverty. - I beheld myfelf at the head of
a people, diftributing joy and gladnefs. I faw the
brow unclouded with care.  Hilarity and vivacity
were in the countenances of all ; an index of peace
-and quiet within, . Hail, bappy people ! li;aid 1,
. where
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where no want is known to thee,—where no anx, -
ious care corrodes the breaft.

Thefe were,fir, the fond images whlch I had pic--
tured in my imaginatjon. 1.was at thistime, in a
flate of real delirium ; but it was a delirium of joy ;
a flate of happinefs, whxch Ibelieve none can have
a juftidea of ; for 1 exped none ever allowed their
imagination fo far to get the- ftart of their judg-;
ment ; and therefore, when 1 awoke from my de-
hnum, to a fenfe of my real fituation, and faw.that-
* in the room of diftributing wealth, to others, I had
but barely the neceffaries of hfe, for myfelf, and.
that the {upply for thofe neceffaries was on.a: very
precarious footing, I awoke to . diftrefs, a.rrgmﬂl,»
mortification, and chagrin. My fcelmgs were:
fhocked beyond defcription, with this fudden re-.
verfe of fortune !

I believe; that the difappointment would not have
been greater, or more keenly telt, had I in reality
been in poﬁefﬁon of all the cnjoymcms, which 1 had
{o ingenioufly pi¢tured to my view, and from that
ftate, had been reduced, on a fudden, to. poveriy, as
great as what in rcality, now exifted. My friend
Lyfander and his wife faw the workings of my.
mind.” They had paflfed through the fame {cenes
themfelves. Theyendeavoredto confole my. feelings
—They difcourfed upon thc uncertain events of this
world like. Philofophers. * They adverted to the
difappointments which all meet with daily : to that
fortitude which we ought to exercife under every
trial ; foas to rife above difappointment, rather thap
to have difappointment rife above us. . That riches
and poverty were nothing but imaginary beings,
created by. our own fancy, by campar mg ong fit—
vation.with another, and thercby giving ‘2 name to.
each: to the calls.of nature, as being very fimple,
and eafily fupplied, if we wouldreft contepted

with that &pply i3 aﬁd that every.thing beéogd,
tende
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tended to render .us uneafy, rathgr thzm {0 contrib-
ute to our happlncfb.
- How eafy is it for ‘man” to gwc the moft faluta-
ry advi¢e tothis fellow.  In reafoning upon & fyf-
tem intheory, many will difcover a dtpth -of wif-
dom beyond our expectations ; yet, when they at-
tempt.to reduce this advice, founded in theory, ioto
practice, -how great the contraft! The feelings of
the human heart, the weaknefli's of nature, and the
errors of judgment, all fer themfelves 1n array a-
gainft us, when we attempt to liften to- the diltates
“of wx{dom in our pratice.
Happy would it have been for Lyfander, and fa- -
-mily, yea, thricehappy would it have heen for
se, had we attended in our practice to: thofe lel-
- fons of reafon+ bur alas ! the inama of wealth had
- taken ftrong pofleffion of our minds,. and we liften-
“ed with ¢agernefs to her calls. This foon reduced
* meto a {tate of wrerchednefs, far beyond rhe power
-of languagc to defcribe. Bu, fir, as youg -meffen—
" ger is 1n wairing, I will end this letter, concluding
~that the God ot night will cait his fable mantle 0=
" ver your mind, before you complete th':; ch:xpm
- am ay aIWays, /&c. ,

CH \P X!II "

A l' fee-the nduxg bunts ;}" ucify men,
* Barp Law's eaclofure, leap the mounds cf nglzt,
. P/z.r/un!g and purfurd cach other’s prey ;
¢ As awolves, forvapine ; as the fox, Sor awiles
sl D:alb that might ) Linser pearths them f../ *

N ordcr-to give me fome confolat'.on for the dif-

rappointment which . I had fuffered, Lyfander

- told me he had a plan in agitation, which would op-

eratencarly as well, as we expected the other would

- have done. ¢ Glazxcr Wheeler,”? {uid he * is 4 man,

.who can be.depended on, for his honcily te thofe for
: whom
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whom he undertakes to work, and he can maké
one filver dollar into three connterfeits, which will
pafs as well as any. Aad it will be in our power,
‘to profecute our intended expedition to the Ifle of
Sable, upon this fcheme; With nearly as great profit;
as we expected from tranfmuting merals. ., We:
fhall ot be with the old man a great while, before
we fhill be able to work at that bufinefs as well as
he ; .and fhould we find it neceflary, can hire a
number of hands, and drive the bufinefs, at this
place; to 4 great amount ; s we thall  be retired
from the obfervations of the world, and can carry
on the bufinefs without moleftation.”” ,

My anfwet to Lyfander was to this purport.—
You are fenfible that counterfeiting the coin of any
country; i cohtrary; not bnly to the laws of that

country; but likewife to the laws of our own minds,.

having implicitly ¢ngdged to obferve and protect
_thofe laws, when we once take advantage of their
efficacy, to protet us in the enjoyment of our
rights and privileges ; therefore; - fhould the bufi-
‘nefs fucceed, according’ to our moft fanguine wifh-
‘es, and the coin pafs, to the end of time; as ftand-
ard filver, yet, wt fhould as really violate the fim-
ple principles of juftice, as though we fhould be
deteGed in pafling coin fo bafe as to ferve only a
temporary purpofe, and die in the hands of an in-
nocent perfon. The tranfgreflion would be as ab-
felate; fhould it never tranfpire to the world; or be
attended with any perfonal injury, as thou?h it

fhould be proclaimed to the univerfe.  Tnerefore; .

this reafon alone, would be fufficient to deter me
from wifhing fuch a thigg to take place.

Another very powerful reafon is, the dangér, we

run, in prolecuting fuch -a matrer, and the ryin

which would inevitably follow a detection.. Gla-

zier Wheeler, it appears, has followed this butinefs

for fifty years, conftantly—yet he never could bripg
' ' : ' " his
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hisarc to {uch perfection -as to have his money pafs.
undetected. FHow often has he been confined, pillo-

ried, cropt, and whipt, for this bufinefs ? How -

many have been involved in the fame difhculty,who
embarked in this dangerous voyage with him ?
How then can we expet o fhare a better fate?

And what would be the confequence of a dezec-
ton ? The property which you now poflefs, would
be fwept away ; your children would cry in vain

for bread ;- your reputation, which you now hold fo

dear, would be loft forever ;- and you would entail

mifery and infamy on. your poflerity. = You mufl,

then, be feparated from your companion, from your
children, from your friends ; confined in a jail, a
recepracle for the off-fcourings of nature—treated

with contempt—injured without puy—-madc thc '

feoff and jeer of fools.—This, fir, 1s a fcene for'a
mind of {enfibility. :

* The wife of Lyfander heard this difcourfe wuh
the utmolt attention. Her countenance was a
ftrong index to the feelings of her mind :—Her co-
lour wentand camc :—She now grew pale with ap-

rehenfion, and now her cheeks redened with the -
uth of detire--to prevent her beloved hufband from,

ruthing 1nto dangers {o defperate. She remonttrat-
ed—She expoltulaied—She entreated—butall to no
parpole. Lyfander was fixed, and "nothing was-a=
ble. to remove his relolution. . He turned to his
wife, with a look of that ineffable fweetnefs, which
overpowers the mind, and faid, «“ My dcar, [ with
very much, to fee you in poﬂ‘cﬁon of a coach,
which I thall fend you in a few inonths.”

“ As"to the objections which you oﬂer, Mr. Bur-
roaghs,”” faid Lylandér, < I will endeaver to anfwer
them in fuch a manuer, usto give you full fatisfac-
tion, on that {ubjedt.””

“ if mankiod had no dxfpoﬁuon to infringe up-

en the righis of em.h o.hcr u*crc would be no need
9 of ~
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of law ;—and the whole natuie, defign, and fpiri¢
of law, is to protect each other from injury ; and
wheie no injury is intended, ner in fact done, the
whole cflence of law is attended to. I know the
Law fpeaks in general terms, becaufe it cannot de-
fcend to particulars; there being fuch an irnfinity,
as 1o put it beyond the power of man to compre~
hend the wholeinafyftem : therefore; general prin-
ciples muft direct us in our interpretaticn of law.
We ought, in our conduct, toadl as men -poflefling
_ reafon, fufficient to direct us under the various oc-
currences of life, fo as to vary our conduct accord-
ing as circumftances fhall point out ; keeping in
view, and practifing upon the fpiritof law ; and
when we attend to this, we cannot be faid, in reali-
ty, to tranfgrefs the laws of the land, ncrindecd,
the laws of our own mind ; becaufe we, in faét, do
fulfil our compa& with fociety, viz. protect -
cach other from injury. - a5 :
* « Fiom what | have obferved, T believe you wilk
readily agree with me, that I am right, in profecut-
ing my prefent plan; if I can make itevident, that
no dangerof injury will arife to any one from it;
and that by ir, many will be made terter. - o
" % Money, of itfelf, is cf no conlcquence, only as
we, by mutual agrcement, annex to it a nominal
value, as the reprefentation of property. Any thing
elfe might anfwer the fame porpofe, equally with
filver and gold, fhould mankind only agree to con-
fider it as fuch, and carry that agreement into exe-
cution, m their dealings with each other. We find
this verified in fad, by thofe bills of credir, which
are ir circulation through the world. Thofe bills,
fimply,a1e zocd for nothirg ; but the moment man-
kind agree to put-a value onthem, as reprefenting
ropeRty, they become of as great confequence as
(E'Alv'cr and gold, and no one isinjured by receiving a
tmall infignificant picce <fpaper, fcr an hundred
‘ ' buthels



[ 207 ]

bufhels of wheat, when mankind famp that value
rpon it, by agreeing to receive it for that cmount :
- therefore, we find that the only thing neceflary to -
.make a matter valuable, is to induce the world ro
efteem it fo; and let that, eftecem be suifed by any
mcans whatever, yer the value 1s the fame, and no
one becomes injured by receiving it, at the valua-
tion. Hence, we find the world putting an ener-
mous value upon certain ftanes, which intrinficaily
areof noufe; as for inftance, the diamond, the car-
buncle, &c. Thefe ftones cannot be made ule of
in any purfwrtofh{c. They will not fcrve for food,

for.raiment, .or for any inftrument of any kird
whatever ; therefore, of what real ufe can they be ?

&« Their {carcity, and cerrain peculiarities, - have
mduccd maitkind to efteem them ; and this efteem
Ramps 2 value npon them, fo that they pafs trom
one to anather, as the reprefentation of property :
hence, the holders of them, alwa)s have a valuable
pofleflion,- and probably, always will have, which
they at any time can exchange,for property of more
immcdiate confequence to their fupport, &c.

~¢“Had I the art of making diamonds, do you
fuppofe 1 fhould tranfgre(s the laws of equity, in
putting that art into practice ?.. except I fhould fiil
the world with them, foas todeftroy their fcarc-
ity, and hence, dcprccxatc their value in the hands
of others. .

« To put this art into pra&ncc, fo as to -enrich
mylelf, and not deftroy that due proportion between
. reprefentative - properry, and real propesty, is do-
ing myfelf a favor, and injuring none. :

“ Gold and filver are made fe ot for conveni~
ence, to tranfact our bufinefs of barter and ex-
change, with each other, as’ the reprefentation of
property, it being lefs cumberfome, and more eafy
to- communicate from one tp another, than rcal
property of any kind : hence, when there is a due

propomun
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proportion of reprefentative property, bufinefs can
be tranfacted to the greateft advantage, and with the
greateft eafe. And when ‘the public expericnce a
{carcity or redundancy, they of courfe fuffer an in-
conveniency : therefore, that perfon, who contribr
utes his mite, to keep the balance between thele two
fpecies of property juftly poifed, is a blefling to
himfelf, and to the community of which he is a
member. '

** That an undue fcarcity of cafh now prevails,
isa truth too obvious for me to attempt ta prove,
Your own obfervation will convince you of it.
Hence, whoever contributes, really, to increafe the
quantity of cafh, does not only himielf, but likewife

the community, an effential benefit. . And, that -

this can be done, in the purfuit which ] have un-
dertaken, and without endangering the fafety of a-
ny ane, I will convince you by occular demonftra=
tion.” '

- He then prefented me with a bag. of ,dollars, ‘

which he faid were made by Glagier Wheller. 1
poured them all out ; Iexamined them with care,
as I then thought : [ compared them with other
- dolla.s, which were good—1 could difcover no dif-
ference. : '

His arguments now ftaod all 'plair'x before me ; |

they were colleted in a line,--and what - do - you
think was the confequence ? 1 blufh to tell you
the truth !--1 feel atharned of my own weaknefs 1.~
My great want of folid judgment at that rime, al-
moft perfuades me to hide the relation of this fa&.
Thefe arguments convinced me, unfounded as they -
were. : :

Lyfander told me his intentions were to pay
ftri¢t atrention to the bufinefs, and did not doubt
his finally raifing himfelf and family to a ftate of
the greateft affluence.  He had already obtained a

fufficiency to anfwer prefent purpofes ; He thould -

foon

I
i

i
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foon-obtain much more.  The bufinefs ‘was at a
ftand, juft at prefenr; for want of drugs, proper fot
carrying it forward. He intended to goioon to
Springfield, where he fhould obtain whatever hc
wanted for fuch a purpofe.
.. Lyfander had not yer paffed, or attempted t0
pafs, any of his money : As 1 expected to leave his
houfe the next night, on my rout o Danbury, and
to pafs throngh Springfield in my way, he agre¢dto
fet out with me, and go his rout in my company.
His wife had ever felt dffatisfied about this bufinefs ;
being eafily alarmed with the leaft appearance of
danger, towards one in whom her happinefs was fo
effentially embraced ; but when I diew the dread-
ful -picture ot a detection, fhe grew almoft frantic .
with fear; and when fhe faw that .no entreaties

would prevail over his determination, the embrac- - -

ed the firft opportunity of converfing with me a-
lone ; and befought me inthofe movingterms,which
would have melted a favage, to ufe my influence to
prevent him from profecuting his prefent undertak-
ing. -

Her griet {poke more powerfully for her, (han
all the oratory of a Burke. 1 could not refift. her
importunity. The language of her ceuntenance and
altions were irrefiftable.  'When  Lyfandér came
into our company, I began the attack in the moft
vulnerable part of his fortrefs. 1 endeavored to fet
the diftrefs of his wite in its true light, before him.
I recapitulated his own arguments, which he had be-
fore ufed, in order to induce me “ to bc contented
with a bare competency.” 1 repeated to him, em-
phatically, the words of Young, in hxs « nght
Thoughts,” viz,

i z? all 1his toil, for triamphs of an bam- ?
* What ths’ we wade in wealth, “or foar in fame ?
e« Earlb s higheft ﬁal«on ends in ** Here be lies,”

1
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Itold him I knew perfeétly well, his fincere afxs
fetions for his wife, and his ambition of feeing her
become pofleft with an equipage, &c. - But believe
me, fir, Not all the pomp and fplendor of rich-
es “will repay her for the pain and anxiety fhe will
enduze on your account, for the fpace of one day,
when you have abfolu:cly launched into this danger-
ous ocean : thercfore, fir, inafmuch as her happi-
nels'is a leading motive in your purfuits in life, you
will make a moft egregious blunder :in your calcu-
Jations, even, provided you are ever fo fuccefsful in

‘your undertakingg.

The feelings of Lyfander were moved. The
ftruggle in his’ own breaft - was apparent in his
countenance. He fat in filence a while, then burft
into a flood of tears,-~and retired into another room.
Not many minutes had elapfed, before he returned:
His eountcnance wore a more fettled afpect. He
mentioned his weaknefz, with fome confufion. He

£3id he was athamed of being feen in tears, efpecial-
~Iy'on fuch an occafion, rot having refolution fuffi-

cient to withftand our united attacks. * But,?
faid he, * the bufinefs is fixed—the dic is caft—1
have pledged my faith—I have given my word to
procure thofe articles at Springfield. Not only my-
felf, but more than a dozen othcre, are now wait—
ing  for me to fulfil my engagements.  Shall 1, of

.all others, after having agrecd in the moft folemn.
nmanier, to yicld my aid in the profecution of this
‘bufinefs, now in opcn violation of faith, retreat and
Jeavg themin {ufpenfe ?

I feel the emotions of gratitude, 1owaids you,
Mr. Burroughs, for the warmth of your feelizigs in

my concerns ; but this truth is manifeft to me, that

the enthufiafm of your feclings, as well as my
wife’s, does not give you an opportunity of reafon-
ing coaly and candidly upon this fubje¢t. Enaugh

. das beqr faid—Thefe apticles muft be obtained—

‘.

and.
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aAd no entreaties fhall deter me from p,symg atteny
tion to it.”

What could be done ? What more ‘could’ bé
faid ? Lyfander’s wife, I faw, was inconfolable:
What would you have done, had you been in my
fituation 2 Words had now become entirely out of
the queftion, and only one thing remained to be
done ;—and that I determined to do. ‘

I told Lyfander I would take his money,—go to
Springfield,—purchafe ali the articles,—and return
with them immediately.—With fome reluctance, hé
confented ; gave me twenty dollars for rhe bufinefs
=made out his account of the articles wanted—
and dire&ted me to the apothecary’s fhop, to which
I muft apply for them. At night, I left them mth
ten thoufand bleflings accompanying me. — -

Riding alone, through the dreary nighe, reflexion
would make mea vifit. The fcenes through which
1 had-pafled, had been fo rapid, and ‘filled “with the
¢motions of fenfibility, to that degree, as to leavc
but little room for refletion.

I have now, faid I, fet out to perform that buﬁ~
nefs, which, two days fince, I do not believe the are
of man could have perfuaded meto. It isanew
undertaking ; but I believe not attended with dan-
ger ; for the moncy is executed fo well, as to pre=
vent any man from diftinguithing it from ftandard
filver ; at leaft, it locks as well to mc, as any mon=
ey ; and 1 do "not fee why I cannot dx'hnguxfh
counterfeit from true money, as well as others.

I think my ‘motive for this undertaking is found-
" ed on the principles of uprightnefs.” 1 think the
fentiment of friendthip is the uppermott object in
this ‘undertaking : Peoflibly a fpecies of vaniry
. might have fome influence on my mind ;° and that
I might with to thew the wife of Ly!ander how rea-
dy I wasto undertake fuch a-defperate bufinefs, to .
befriend her ; though, in reality, the danger con:
fifted chiefly in her own fancy. What
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- What would be the confequence, thould onc a-
mong the ten thoufand events, wiich daily occur,
ferve to reveal the the part, which Fam now abou:
to act 7 Whar would be the opinion” of people,
concerning me, but of the moft difagreeable kind,
after having pafltd the ordeal of Peiham reports,
fouunded on facts, which, to the wusld at large, would
appear very unfovorabiec ?  They would undoubt-
edly form their opinion from oftenfible facts, thac
1 was divefted of every principle of honefty, up-
rightnefs, and integrity.  And even, fhould I de-
~ clare to the world, that my intentions were not a-
gainit the good of focicty, this declaration. would
fall' upon the unbclieving hearts of a multitude,
prone to place confidence in an evil report, and
difficult in giving credit to that which is. favora-
" ble. :

Thefe circumftances would, moreover, be attend-

ed with the following difagreeble events, viz. Re-
ports of my misfortuncs, or crimes, would fpread ;
and probably be attended with that exaggeration,
of which reports of that kind generaily partake, and
rcach my friends, connexions, and enemies ; and of
all inisfortunes, that which gives uiumph to an en-
emy, is the moft keenly felt. My friends would
mourn, my cnemics would rejoice. ,

A view of thefe difagrceable events, which prob-
ably might happen, made a very deep impreffion
on my mind. I was almoft ready to faint under
the trial, and rhought to relinquifth my undertak-
- ing. But, fuid I, again, thould 1 fail upon this firit

trial, what a pitiful appearance thould I make w -

my own eyes ? I {et out on this expedition with
an idea that my friendfhip would carry me any
lenagth. I have pledged my friendfhip for the per-

formante of this bufinefs ; and fhall this be faid of -

Burroughs, that in fair weathér he was poffe(t with
friendly {entiments; but the moment the profpect
s o becamc



~
-

[ 13 ]

became overcaft with clouds, Lis friendfhip failed ?
How thall it be known whether I really peflefs

thofe fentiments of benevolence, of which I have

made fuch a pompous difplay, otherwife than by
ftandinz the trial in time of adverfity ? If the feel-
ings of Damon and Pythias were graduated upon
that fcale of cool deliberation, which has appeared
in my reafoning upon this fubjed, thofe God-like
alts of benevolence,towards each other,weuld ne’er
have been recorded of them, which not only made
Dionyfius ftand in mute aftonithment, but left a
memento, 1o the end of time ; tc what an ainaz-
ing heighc virtuous friendfhip may arife. E

Contemplating upon matters, in this point of
view, it gave me pain to think that I had even hef—
itated, about my performing the engagements
which I had entered into. I felt a degree of guilt,
which I wifhed to hide from my own view. 5 it pro~
duc:d a moriification which was exceedingly pain~'
ful ; therefore, I determined, in my own mipd, nev-+
er again to allow. myfeif to query upon the propne-
ty of my underiaking, but to puriue it, with unre-_
mitting attention, ull ic was accomphﬂ*cd

About 11 o’clock, A. M. T arrived at Sprmgﬁeld
—made application at.the thep where I was direct--
ed—told the {hop-keeper. my demands—and re-
ceived from him the articles according to -the bill.
I delivered him his money, and. departed. Step--
ping into the printing-office, acrofs the way, todn -
forne bufinefs, [ was there, in a few minutes, arreft- -
ed, byancficer of juftice. The bufinefs at the a~ .
pothecary’s had made fo little imgreflion on my
mind, that I could not conceive, what could be the .
caufe of my being arrefted, at the time - when the
oficer made me a prifoner.  He informed me——and -
1 an inftant, tie. whole view of my defperate fitud~

‘ton opened vpon me. 1 was taken before, ‘. ucc

Piacheon, who treated the bufinefs with a gleat de-
r gree

’

®

\
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gree of candor. However, a company of attor-
nies’ clerks, merchants’ clerks, &c. being called to-
gether, by this event, were very active in making
abfervations againft me, and hunting for evidence,
for fear I thould not be committed for trial. Af-
ter all circumftances had been attended to with
care, on both fides of the queftion, and the Juftice
was about giving his final decifion on the bufinefs,
a part of the beforementioned clerks came into the
* office, haulling after them a man, like the Trojans,
when they had found. the Greek Sinon, vociferat-
ing, “ here is a man, who knows him ! here is a
man, who knows him [ ~
When the ftranger was introduced, and filence
prevailed, Juftice Pincheon afked what he knew
concerning me 2 The anfwer was, * that 1 was
the greateft villainin the world, had ccme to Pel-
bham under a fitjtious name,~-had there preached,
when 1 was unworthy of the bufinefs,--had endeav-
,ared to kill a number of men in Pelham,--had
cheated them out of their money,” &c. ‘
. This man, you will readily underftand, was a
Pelhamite. He rode Poft, from Springfield to Pel-
bam, conftantly, once a week. He felt all the prej-
_udice incident to that people. He gave his tefti-
mony in a very categorical manner. It was now
determined that ‘1 muft take up my abode in jail,

~and there continue, till the feffion of the Supreme:

Court,—when I fhould take my trial for paffing
counterteit money. I was accordingly committed.
And now, fir, 1 believe I have brought your pa-
tience to a very fevere trial, by the length of my te-
dious narrative : therefore, I will leave the bufi-
nefs here, till to-morrow ; for I feel almoft fick,
myfelf, with ruminating upon the gloomy fcenes,
through which 1 foon pafied, after this.

CHAP.
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' - CHAP. XIV.

. ————t¢ Love of gain -

s¢ Striks like a peflilence, from breafito breafl 5
¢ Riat, pride, perfidy, bleww wapour’s breatls ;
¢ And inbumanity is canght from man.”

S the apothecary was the only witnels againft
“me, which could be produced at Court, 1 en-
tertained warm expectations of bcing acquitted on
my trial. ) , -’
In the ftate of Maffachufetts, many inconvenienc-
es had been experienced from the frequent circula-
tion of counterfeit money : thercfore, the governot
had offered a reward of twenty-five pounds, L. M.
to any perfon, who fhould detect another, in mak-
ing-or paffing counterfeit money,~-knowing it to be.
fuch. Hence, the complainant became interefted
in the iffue on trial, and of courfe, ought to be ex-
cluded from giving his teftimony, ‘
~ The apothecary, it is evident, would be intitled

to the reward, from government, the momeat I
became convicted of the crime,for which I remain-
ed confined, and for which I was thortly te take my
trial. Hence, I felt confident, that his teftimony
could not, according to every principle of juftice,
and of courfe, would not, be admitted.-

In cafes where not more than onedollar is in dif-
pute, this regulation is invariably and facredly ad-
hered to, viz. that no one fhall be admitted a wit-
nefs in a cafe, wherein he is, mediately, or immedi-
ately, concerned ; and certainly, faid 1, where char-
ader, liberty, and property, are all at ftake, they
will not dare to deviate from this rule of impartial-
1ty. / '

» tyTh‘ofe,‘who would plead for the propriety of the
apothecary’s being admitted a witnefs in this caufe,
muft either deny -this general rule, viz. ¢ Thata
man intercfted in a caufe, ought to be excluded from
, bearing

&
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bearing teftimony.in that caufe,” or elfc the being
intitled to twenty-five pounds, in cafe of my con=
vition, did not make the apothccaly intercfted in
the cafe.

Immediately after my confinement, a number of
fpeculating gemufes reforted to me, expecting I
would ' turn cvidence for the ftate, and  involve
many more in the. fituation to wlnch I was reduc-
ed: they, therefore, were anxious to improve this
time of barveft, and enrich themfclves from the
bounty of Govemment. Hence, they offered me
their exertions in my behalf, and. morcover, half of

the reward,which fhould be received, in cafe of the

convi&ion of others, from government.
Had thefe fpeculators known with what contempt
"I viewed their condué, they might have faved
themfelves fome conhderablc trouble.  To fpecu-
late in human woe, and barely for the fake of en-
riching themfelves, reduce others to a ftate of
wretchednefs and mifery, is an object fo deteflable,
as to excite horror, in every feciing brealt. . Had
their real motive been the goad of foc'et), their ob-
je& would have been Jaudable,but it was a matter of
- public notoriety, that Glazier Wheeler had wrought
openly for months paft, in New-Salem ; but thefe
heroes took no notice of him, until the moment it
was known, that a reward was to be cbtained for
profecuting money-makers to conviction, then all
their ardor was in action ;--and this teo, for the be-
nefit of government.
Thofe, who applied to me, found their expec-
tations fruftrated ; that I had no defign to
communicate to them any knowlege, which I pof-
feft concerning others,: therefore, they turned their
courfe to different ObjC&S ; -and determined, fince
I would not further their defigns, that I fhould fuf-
fer the effects of peopular prejudice.
~The printer, in Springfield, inferted a paragraph
in
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in his weckly publication, not calculated to fix the
moft pleafing icdea upon the minds of people, thro?
the crountry, viz. That I had beento a clergyman,
under pretence of coming from a miffion among
" the Indiars, and being peorly clothed, had ftated ro
the clergyman, that wy clothes had been worn out,
during my continuance among them.  That the
clergyman had invited mie to preach, and in order
to my appearing in charatter, ofitred me a fuit of
clothes ;—that { accepied his ofier :—and in order
to prepare myfe!f for the exercifes of the nexr day,
had retired into hus ffudy, begging the favor of his
watch, to know how Jong 1 might allow myfelf to
frudy, previcus 1o redring toreft. That after the
clergymarand his family bad revived to yelt, I had
filently left the houfe ;—carrying with me, at the
fame time, watch, clothes, &, Ard leaving this
texe,written on paper, folded as for a fermon : “you
thall feck me early, but thall not fird me.”

Thefe matiers were all caleelated to. fix an in-
vincible prejudice againfl me, in the minds of thefe
people, by whom I muft ul:timuiciy betried , and
confequently deprived me of that faver, which eve-
ry perfon ought o have, upon a marter of fuch in-
finite confequence to his profperity in life, 1 faw -
thefe matters,and what would te the probable e-
vent.

Iexpected that application wouid be made to me,
for a difcovery of my confederate, or confederates,
at the feflion of the fupreme court; and therefoie,
ought to form fome {yftem in my ownmind, to reg-
ulate my conduct upon fuch an occafion. I ocugh:
either to difcover the perfon of whom I reccived the
money, and for whom I had ated in pafling it, cr
elfe I ought to exonerate Lim entircly from crimi-
nation, or even fufpicion ; andin order to weigh
thefe mattersin the balance of juftice, it will natu-

rally arife intoview, what is his fituation, contrafi-
. . ed
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ed with my fituation and circumftances? The con-
nexions which have exifted between us, and our
. views and expeations, under that connexion ?
True it is, that this a& was performed folely for
his advantage, not having my own emolument in
view,either directly or indirc&ly ; therefore, ought
he not to fuffer the confequence of this bufinefs 2
Moreover, his character ftands as fair in this coun-
ty, as any man’s whatever ; and of confequence, he
would ftand a better cbance on trial, in the prej-
udices of people, than I fhould. He is likewife 2
man of property, and can of confequence, make ar+
rangements for affiftance, by counfel and friends,
which I cannot expe& ; and even fhould he be con-~
vilted, the exertions of government may be more
mild rowards him, than. they would towaids me :
for Judges are but men, and are fubject to like
paffions and prejudices, with other men; andit is
not impoffible, but that they mnay feel the opera-
iion of prejudice in a trial refpelting me, as well as
others, which I daily fee are governed by it.
~Thefe were the argurents in favor of my mak-~
ing a difcovery of the perfon from whom I had re~
ceived the money. The arguments on the other
fide were, That Lyfander, itis true, has a charadter,
property, &c. to loofe,and which he moreover muft
looie, in a great meafure, thould he be fubjeted o
wrial.  He has a family, a defcription of which, 1

havealready given you, which muftfhare his fortune:

in the world ;. therefore his ruin muft bring ruin
likewife on his family. A wife, pofleft of every

tender feelh}%’ muft {uffer more than is poffible for.

a man to fuffer, whois calculated by nature, to en-
dure the robuft toils of pain and hardfhip ; and as

fl:e mutt fuffer with her hufband, in feelings, at

leaft, it will be involving two in mifery, as greatas

what I can endure, fhould T reveal' this bufinefs, ref-

pecting Lyfander.
| B
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It will,likewife, involve thofe, who™ are pcrfc&ly
innocent, in dlﬁicult) »as well as the guilty, viz.
‘Lyfander’s wife and children ; therefore, whether
will it be better to meet the lmpendmg florm, a-
lone, and unfupported, or elfe'to exculpate myfe'f,
by throwing the fame burthen ento fix others, and
all of them entirely innocent, excepting one ?
Moreover, why did I undertake this bufinefs, un-

lefs it was to hazard the danger myfelf, which at-

tended this undertaking? 1 am determined. The
arguments are more-againft me, than they are for
me, and I muft fland. the power of this ftorm,
thick and faft gathering over my head.

Happy was it for me, that I was ignorant at that

time, of the dreadful trials and miferies, which I
had to encounter, before I was releafed from a ftate

of confinement ;—otherwife, my courage muft have’

funk ; my refolution muft have failed.

My blood,arthis diftant period of time,runs cold,
attaking a rctrofpc&xve view of thofe lcenes. Since
I'have been writing this narrative, necefiity has
compelled me to have recourfe 1o minutes, which
brought thofe {cenes into view, which have been
a great tax on my tranquility. I cannot now clofe
my eyes in flegp, without being called toact thele
things over again in imagination. I ftart from
fleep ofien, fweating with agony. of mind, under the
apprehenfions which thofe images prefcm to' my
view,

My determination being fixr, I laid my account
to conduct accordingly. Many people vifited me

daily, out of curiofity, tof{ee a charater entirely -

new, the public being fully pefleft with the belief,

that I had abfolutely ftolen a warch and fuitof .

clothes from a clergyman, and had left himthe text
beforementioned ;—and all I could fay or do, had
no influence to- make them believe to the contra-
Iy. '

: Some
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Sume (aid this clergyman was Dedter Huntirgs
t.n 6f Coveniry, and fomme faid it was Mr. Trum-=

bull of North-Haven; but thofe two gentlemen, de- ‘

nying any fuch tra: daruun towards them, - faid
t’le matter was a fact, but who the clerg) man was,
was unknown.

It appeared that the world were dctermmed not
to pive up any unfavorable idea, which had once
Uieen broached concerning me, let it be ever fo un-
founded or imprebable. Thustorc, their ears were
open to every breath of flander, whiech was puffed
azainft me.

My wvifirants would often look at me, when relat<
ing matters of fact, with an arch {ignificance, de- -

clarative of their knowing the tottom of the bufi-
nefs, notwithftanding all my plaufible declarations.
I do believe, if I had fet out with warmth, to'prave
to the world that I was a man, and not a woman,
that a great number, from that circumftance, would
have been able at once, to look through the decep-
tion, which 1 was endeavoring to lay them under,
and koown for certainty, that I was, in reality, a
woman ; fo ftrong was the defire of mankind, at
that d:u to elude my deceptions, which they tho't
Iwas mafter of, to the utmoft degree.

In this fituation, you will- readily conceive it
could hardly be expected, that 1 fhould run clear
cf a verdi¢t againft me, let the proof be ever fo in-
adequaie ; for the wifeft and moft confiderate of
men will be influenced in their reafonings by thofe
popular clamours, more or lefs; and. they cannot
avoid it, fo liable is human nature to err in thc de-
vious path of life.

The {peculators in government bounues had -
now taken Glazier Whecler, who was likewile com-

maitted for trial ; this man you will likely have a

cutiofity to be made more minutely acquainted

with, as he will make fomewhat of a figure in this
narrative.
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tarrative. He wasa man tottering under the weight
of years, having long fince, to all appearance,been a
prefumptive candidate fot the grave. He was a
‘man of {mall mental abilities ; but patient and per- -
fevering, in any manual purfuit, to admiration.
Credulous in the extreme, which fubjected him to’
the duplicity of mary, who had reforted to him for
his work : inoffenfive and harmlefs in his manners,
fimple in his external appearance, and -weak in his
obfervations on men and manners, He had fpent
all his days in purfuit of the knowledge of coun-
terfeiting filver, fo as to bear the teft of eflays. He
had always been unfortunate, and always lived poor.
~".'This was theman,concerning whorn,the world had
faid fo much, and who was to take his trial at the
fame time with mie. - One other, by the name of
Jones, was likewife committed, either for coun-
terfeiting, or pafling counterfeit money ; which, 1
do not recollect. ~ Likewife one by the name of
Cook wasin confinement, to take his trial for bur~
glary. Thefe were the men, who waited for the
approach of the court, with fearful apprehenfions of
the event. ' :
Many circumftances had taken place, whilft I
lay confined here, which ferved to give me a pret-
ty fanguine dependance on my own abilities. Ihad
written a fcroll ¢f ribaldry,and intitled it “the Hay-
Mow Sermon,” reprefenting my exploits in Pel-
ham, at Rutland, &c. and delivered this often to -
thofe, who came to fec me, as a phenomenon. I
found many applauded this as a witty thing, until I
finally began to think it fo myfelf. The flattery of
thofe, who were willing to alleviate the miferies ot
my fituation, by making me at peace with myfelf,
. had fuch an operation on my mind, that I ferioufly
began to think myfelf a man’of fome confequence,
and was determined to let this circumftance be ful- -
ly known at court, when I thould have an oppor-
] ) tunity
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tunity of difplaying all my abilities, in fucha con~
fpicuous manner, as to create admiration in thé
minds of all..

This was the ftate of things when I was called to

the bar, and my indi&@ment read, The Judges on

the bench, at this time, if I remember right, were,

Meflrs, Cufhen, Sargent, Sumner, and Dana. The
attorney-general was Robert Treat Paine, of whom
you have heard much meation made : yet, fir, as
this is fo extraordinary a character in the depaxt-
ment of our Jurifprudence, 1 will give it you
more particularly in this parration. * * ¥ ¥

EoE ¥ R X X K ¥ K % E & % % »
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. Inthe indictment I was charged with paﬂing'twé
pieces of bafe metal—the counterfeit of Spanifh mil~

led dollars—knowing them to be fuch, &c. . To
the indi¢tment I plead not guilty. . I had no coun-

fel ‘at this time—owing tothe following reafon, viz;
- When I was firft committed to confinement; I
expected to be in want of more money, than what 1
had ‘on hand, for my expenfes in jail, "attorney’s
fees at trial, &c. Theretore, I fold my horfe, fad-
dle and bridle, andhad a promife of the moneyinten
days ;—but to my no fmall difappointment, have
notreceived my pay to this day : of confequence,
" at the time of trial, ‘was entirely deftitute of mon-
ey..

the-gentlemen of the bar, at that time, 1 had em-
braced the opinion that they never would attend to

T : co the

. *Mr Editor. .- ) i
AS Judge Paine foftains 2 flation of importance, in the judicial de-
artment, in Maflachufetts, I wifh to. call a veil of candor over bis foibles,
and fupprefs whatgver may tend to-injure bim -in the minds of the pub.
Y, in this narrative, which was given™ to_a fricnd : it being cllentially
neceflary to fupport a due . degice of refpeft towards thofe, who re-

mainio offices_of.cminence, in ordes to enable them 10 exccute their du-
ty to the benefit of fociety. '

. “Being wholly unacquainted with the pracice of
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the application of any without an advanced fce.
“This idea 1 afterwards found to be entirely ground-
Jefs. Under this apprehenfion, I applied for no
“help, having na money to remunerate a counfcllor
for his affiftance.

This being the cafe, I ftood alone in thc buﬁncfs,
which communicated an idea to the gentlemen of
the bar, that a confidencein my own abilities induc-
cd me to loek with indiffecence on their affiftance.
This, of confequence, did not ferve to xng:anarc
my/[elf into their favor This was not all. * In my

‘addrefs to the jury, I flung out fome hard expref-
fions, againft them, owing to my miftaken idea of
their venal practice ; all which ferved to create my-
felf enemies, without the leaft apparent advanrage
arifing frem it.
~ 1 have often thaught that a retrofpe&ive view of
a thoufand foolifh calcuktions -which people
"make, in the days of youhful inexperience, and the -
thoughtlels unmeaning - impetuofity, with which
they purfue thefe obje&s of calculations, would
ferve greatly to leflen the refentment,” which
the wifer part of mankind often feel towards
them.

After I had plcad to the mdz&ment the attomcy—

- general .arofe and opened the caufe to the jury,
ftaring, in the courfe of his obfervations, that I had
been a moft abandoned chara&er, lcadmg a life of
Iniquity from the beginning ; that J had been a
counterfeiter not only of the coin of the country, but
had likewife counterfeited a name, a character, a
calling : all which fecmed to- communicate this i-
dea to the world, that I had given aloofe to the

+ pradtice of every enormity ; that my wickednefs
~had at length found me out; and, that I fhould
now {uffer a pum{hment due to my long courfe of
crimes..

Aftc{ he h,ad clofed, hc proceeded to call on hls

o - evidences
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evidences. When the apothecary came on to the
ftand, 1 objected to the court, againft his being ad.
mitted, b'ein%’a perfon interefted in  the bufinefs,
After having heard the arguments pro and cen, the
bench took the matter under confideration, and de-
termined that his evidence might be taken : giving
for reafon, that it had before been determined ; and
that the reward which government had offercd,
would militate againft the convition of crimes of
that nature, rather than promote it, if the com-
- plainant fhould be excluded from giving teftimony.
As foon as this determination of the court was

declared, I pretty much gave up the idea of being.
acquitted. However, 1 thought it neceffary to’

make the laft defence I was able to ; thercfore, af-
ter the witneffes were examised, 1 began my addrefs
to the jury, and in the courfe of my obiervations,
took notice of the remarks of the attorney-general ;
that he had, contrary to every principle of law and
Jjuftice, aflcrred fadls, in open court, apparently,with
a wicked defign, to fix a prejudice in their minds,
in order to prevent my trial’s being impartial, not
even attempting to produce evidence to fupport
the bafe aflertions, which he had made.

I continued ftill further :—]1 am atcnifhed, faid I,
to fee all juftice and virtue fled from the bench.
That thofe characters, whom we are taught to re-
vere, on account of their eminent flation, thould fo
far debafec their own importance, as tq remain in fi-
lence,when the moft flagrant violations of all rules of
order are perpetrated before them in open court
therefore, gentlemen of the jury, I turn 10.you as
the only fupport, which now may be depended on,
for the enjoyment of our juft rights and privileges.

And now, fir, whar 'do you think ot this rant ?
1 know what you will fay, viz. that it was the ¢b-
ullition of a mad, hair-brained, fellow. My fecl-
‘nas, it is true, were wounded by the operations of

’ the
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- the artorney-general, and T verily expected to pun=

ith all thofe; whom I thought to blane in the bufi-

nefs ; but how weak was my reafoning upon fuch
a fubje&t ! How mad the part whichlacted ! 1fonn
found to to my coft, that in the room of punifhing
others, I was irritating that power,in whofe grafp |
was embraced. ' ' ,
~ 1 continued my remarks to the” jury, upon the
evidence - which had been exhibired ageinft me,
with as much argument as the cafe would admit of.
The attorney-general anfwered my remarks, ard
the Judges fummed up the evidence, and fiated the
bufinefs to the Jury, -not in avery partial man-
ner. - The jury retired, and in about one hour re-
turned with the verdi&t of GUILTY ! :
The fentence was foon pronounced,—which was

tothis effe@, viz. That I fhould ftand one hour in’

the pillory, and remain three years confined to the
houfe of correction, without the corporal punifh-
ment, which generally is infliGed on thafe, whoare
fentenced to faid houfe.  Glazier Wheeler’s fen—
tence was the fame.—excepting an addition of twen-
ty ftripes,and to be cropt.  Jones was fentenced for
two vears to the houfe of correction, and twenty
ftripes. Cook, for burglary, was fentenced for two
years to the houfe of correction, an hour in the pil-
Jory, and ten ftripes. ' i
1 was remanded to jail, there to contemplate the
gloomy profpe& before me, of fpending three years
1n a ftate of clofe confinemenr. I expelted this ttate

of imprifonment would be in the common jail of

the county, there being no other houfe of correc.
tion pravided. Here the horrors of my fituation
began to open to my view ! I faw an eternity in
meniature before me, confifting of one continued
fcene of gloomy horrors.  Shut  from- the en-
Joyment of fociety, from performing a part among
the reft of my fellow mortals, to make fome eflab-
' ‘ lithment
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lithment for myfelf, in this flate of dependance ; and
from tafting the fweets of liberty, for' which we
‘kad fo lately foughrand bled.. -
~ How is this, faid 1 to myfelf, that a country,
which has ftood the foremoft in afferting the caufe
_ofliberty,thatthofe,who have tafted,infomemeafure,
the bitrer cup of flavery, and have known, from
rence, the vaiue of liberty, thould fo foon after ob-
* taining that blcffing themfelves, deprive others of
“jt ? 1 know, that it will be faid,that for my crimes,
1 am.dcprivéd'of liberty, which is according to
cvery ditate of juftice ; whereas,America was only
ftruggling for her na:ural rights, whenexercifing the
_principles of virtue. '

I have no idea of calling in queftion the juftice
of the American caufe, but only advert to the fitu-
ation and feelings of the people in this ftate’; to
fhew that they feelingly knew the value of liberty ;
and therefore, it appears more ftrange, that they
fhould wanronly trifle with this valuable treafure.
1t has been abundantly faid by the leading men in

this ftate, that life without liberty is not worth the
poflefling. This was abundantly urged to the peo-
ple in time of the war ; and it was urged with great
vruth ard propriety ; therefore, that the fame cha-
_1alers, upon a revifion of the criminal code, with
a pretence of mollifying thole laws,which were fan-
guinary and cruel, fhould fubftitute {lavery, for
‘Death, is, to me, conduct truly enigmatical.”
As this parrazive will not admit of entering inta
~ a political difquifition of the fubject, I fhall content
‘myfelf with barely ftating facls, which have abun-
dantly come to my knowledge, from fecing the op-
cration  of this fyflem of fervitude upon men.
Thele facts I fhall relate from time to time, as they
naturally conne& with the narrative ; and Jjprefume,
fir, you will think with one, that in political réafon-
ing, firongly marked this legiflativeadl, =~ =
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CHAP. XV,

« Del./ge anJ conflagration, Breadful piavers) ’

¢ Privie Miniflers of wengeance ! chain'd in caves?
< Diflind, apart the giant futies réar ;

< Apatt ; or fush their horrid sage forvuin,
¢ In mutaal confli& awonld they vife, and wage -
< Ftermal war, *till one awas uite devotred.?

HE evening ‘after my fentence, the prifoners,

- in therocom adjoining, were endeavouring to
make their elcape. Theirattempt was. dverbeared
by thejailor, who came into the reom, where 1 was,
about 12 o’clock at night, with the high fher: ﬁ'
who with his drawn fword, threatencd to put me to
inftant death, for making theattempt to break jaik
The cold-contremprt, with which I treated his. threats,
ftung him to-the quick ; he lowered on. me with
an eye of malignancy.  He cried “ah ! ha ! Burl
roughs, you:are in my power, and D'll make yotr
know it, before I have done with it you.”” He, by
this tune, had learned his miftake, by hearing the
prifoners, in the other room, crawling out of the
hele which they had made. .

This circumftance feryves to fhew the prcludxcc
which the high-fheriff had conceived againft me,
by his concluding, without the leafl evidence, that
I was making an attempt to break jail'; however,
this I found was'a pretiy general opinion among
people at this time, that I muft ke coaverfant in
every {pccies of outrage, which was going forward,
and confequently, when any thing of that nature
was known to be on foor, they were very conﬁdcnt
of my being interéfted in it.

It was thought that the jail in Springficld was
infufficient to-hold me fecurely, and therefore, con-
cluded to remove me to the jail in Nerthampton,
another half-fhire town in this county; xhcy accor-
dingly put this determinarion in execution ; remov-
ing all the prifoners at the fame time. I was con-

fined
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fined with a Jarge chain around.my legs, fecured in
the moft critical midniier, and thien bound faft to the
waggen, in which.l was tranfported ; it being twen
ty miles between the two piaccs.  In this fituation,
carried chrough the country, as a fpeCtacle to the
inhabitants,’} will not attempt to defcribe to you
my feelings, becaufe I know the atteropt will ‘be in
vain. Thete is a language of the heart, which we
cannot exprefs, it fo far exceeds the defcriptive
powers of fpeech : yet, by ccmparing our own feel-
ings, in different fituations, we may give the near-
clt guefs, what our feelings would be, under other
circumitances, and hence by this rule only, can you
Judge of my {cnfarions upon this voyage to North-
ampton; s '

. It was on Sunday, when we were carried through
the country, on our jouwney to Northampton : and

in the room of attending the ufual folemnities of the -

day, pcoplc thronged the roads, to fee this procef-
fion, when we paffed, the people would inquire
with eagernefs, who was the minifter, being known
more by that appellation, than I was by my own

name. When the minifter was pointed out to them,

* fome would fhout with joy, confidering. that I was
now deteéted, notwithilanding thatr amazing fund
of fubtiity, which 1 could ufe when I had oca
cafion. Their ideas of their own judiciary be-
camie highly exalted, in their opinion, for faid they,
*this mian has been all over the world; playing
pranks in all countries, but could never be bro’t
to juftice, owing to his amazing fubrtilty, until he

came among us, and we have fhewed him what 1s,

what—he finds by this time, that we are not fuch
fools as he thought for.””  Some examined my
looks with greatattention, to fee if they could dif-
tinguifh where that depth of knowledge lay, which
had fet the world in an uproar. Some few dropped
the fympathetic tear over our wretched ftate, ap-
e ' ‘parently
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parently fenfible that we belonged to the fame hu-
man family with themfelves, and werc capable of
fuffering equally with others.

Abour funfer, we' arrived at Northampron,
ind were confign~d to the abodes -of mifery. The
ponderous doors growled on their relucant hinges !
The rattling of bokes, bars, and locks, reverberat-
ipg through the hollow apartments of this dreary
abode, made fuch an impreflion on my mind, that
with difficulty I fupported myfelf under this fitua-
tion. The appearance of theCeberus of thefe in-
fernal abodes was cqual to every poetic defctip-
tion of the Janitor of hell. Hail, ye infernal Pow-
“ers! faid 1, who inhabit thefe regions ; affeinblé
your forces, gather your ftrength, and keep high
carnival to-day, in confideration of thofe victims,
which have now fallen a facrifice at your fhrine.

I was confined in a room on the ground floor a:
lone, and fhut out from the poflibility of {e¢ing any
company. This was a fituation which left me td
the corroding pangs of thought. However, thefe
thoughts wete, in the end, calculated to fortify me
againft lmpcn&mg troubles. 1 reflected on my im-
prudence at the time of trial.  On the défpérate
voyage 1 had undertaken for the fake of befriend-
ing others ; on the confummate folly in our plans
- for wealth ; ‘and upon three years’ fiege I muft now
undertake agam‘t the walls of a prifon.

- Bur, faid I,- what does ‘it fignify to complam ?
Thc die i s ca{‘r—my fate is fixed—and at the clofe:
of three years, what will it-matter, whether I have
lived in affluence or been contined in a-dungeon 2
Does it now militate apainft my happinefs to think'
that yefterday or latt week I was in' s difagreeable:
fitwarion ? - - The prefent and future are the only
times for enjoyment.. The prefent bleflings we:
havg in our power, and confequently, can parzake
of every jogy they grant : the future we poffefs by

R antictpation
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anticipation ; and it is thought by many,-that the
forctafte of pleafurc by anticipation is greater than
the participation.

At any rate, happinefs is the purfuit of all, and
it is evident that the nearer we can approach to a
ftate of content, by the fame proportion we ap-
proach to that happinefs,which we are 1n purfuit af-
ter ; of confequence, the dictates of wifdom will in-
duce me to throw afide careand trouble,let my pref-
ent fituation be ever fo difagreeable.

Not long after 1 was confined in this jail, there
wasa man by the name of Rood put into the fame
room with me. This man had held a commiffion
in the military department of Maffachuletts ; and
was an inhabitant of a neighboring town ; hada

family confifting of a wife and one daughter,a

young woman in the bloom of life, and a pretty
handfome figure.

This man, by miftake, having taken fome cattle,
not his own,and appropriated them to hisown ufe ;
fome people were fo impolite asto charge him with

theft. This charge was carried before the Supreme

Court, and there he was fined about feventy pounds,
if I ‘miftake not.  As the circumftances of this
Rood were fomewhat embarrafled, he could not pay
the fine which the court had laid upon him.
Therefore, the profpect - was, that he muft
lie in jail a long time—until he fhould be able to
pay his fine, and this he had no apparent chance for
doing. )

This man had a genius fomewhat fingular. His
ftature was about fix fcet. He had an upright bold
look ; poflefling a {mall fhare of learping. He was
tond of ufing &r-fetched and hard fentences, in or-
der to appear like a man of letters.  He was very
fond of ufing high founding words, and bhad a moft
fingular talent of palming himfelf upon the yulgar,
for a man of real information. He was cunning,

. ' ~ but
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but not politic, focxablc and amufing, but not edi-
fying.

Finding himfelf in this embarraffed fituation,
Lieutenant Rood determined to extricate himfelf
by any mean which he fhould find in his power.

- As he was not poffeft with thofe delicate feelings
of uprightnefs,which wouid fubject him to a hurtful
fyfemn of honefty, he determined to have recourfe
to any mealurc, which would anfwer his pur-

ofe.
P We were foon joined by another, who was com-
mitted by the name of Warner ; bur I believe his
real name proved 10 be Hurchins. This man was
apprehended for pafling’ counterfeit bank-bills, and
committed for trial, at the next court of quarter
feflions, to be holden in March following.

This man was wholly deftitute of literary
knowledge, and alfo unacquainted with men and
manners. He was fimple, and deflitute of intrigue,
but poffeft an imviolable attachment to fccmfy,
when any thing of that nature was committed to
him. He had a great fhare of enterprife, but was
wholly deftitute of fyftem.

Under thefe circumftances,I found many deﬁgn-
ing-characters had made ufe of him, as a tool to ¢f-
fect their nefarious purpofes.

‘Having this company, that eternal ‘feries of en-
nui, which had hung like a leaden mountain upoa
me, was now in fome meafure removed. The pri-
vilege of converfation was now reftored, and amufe-
ment in fome meafure occupied our attention,

When I have beén debarred the privilege of fee-
ing and converfing with others, the bare fight of a
man has inveluntarily and unaccountably raifed a
{enfation of Joy in my mind, greater than you can
eafily conceive, even when 'had not a pofiibility-
of fpeaking to him. This, L think, is a ftrong tvi-
dence that we are all defcended from one common

: origin
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origin, and tha: a certain atrraction of cohefion op-

erates upon the human race, and will fo continue.
till we all return to that fountain from whence we
originated, and form an union as perfe¢t as is form-
ed between the river and the ocean when their wa—
ters become one.

The fcanty allowance of provifion, which we re-
ceived ar this place, made us feel {evercly the pains
of hunger.  Thole, who had friends necar them,

commonly received an additional fupply from them, .

but thofe, who had enly what our keeper allowed
us, to 1upp1,' the calls of nature, ofien felt the grip-
ing hand of hunger, in addition 10 other inconveni=
ences.  All thefe circumitances made me feel an in-
conceivable uncafinefs at my confinement. I would
walk backward and forward acrofs the room, by
the-whole day together, ruminating vpon the pofi-
bility of making my cfcape. How I longed to be
at liberty, is beyond my power to tell. Often would
I with that I was poffeft with the ability of pal-
fing from place to place, with the fame facility,
that we could difcern objects ar u diftance, in .this
place and that placc.—How quick would 1 then
lIeave thefe hatetul abedes, and wonton in the fun-
brams of liberty 1-- How cafily could 1 then elude
the iron gralp of this petty tyrant, who triumphs
over the mifciics of the wretched few under his con-
trol.

Ofien would I contemplate upon the fituation of
the beggar,.who gained his daily bread by the cold
hand of charity, and yet walked at hbert), tree as
the air in which he breathed, capable of going to-a-
ny place to which his fancy direts him, without
let or hindrance ; 1 compdred his fituatios
with mine, and in the comparifon, I fell infinitely
fhort of his ftate of happinefs.

I was determined to try fome meafure for roy e~
cape from this place, I peeped into evexy corner

: ' of
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of the room—1 furveyed all the barricadoes with
which T was environcd—1 contemplated every poffi-
ble meafure whick occured to my'imagination. * I
ac lait concluded to begin my operation upon the
chimney way, hoping that I could,by taking up the
foundaiion of the chimney, get ta the greund, and
by that mean, undermine the jail,and make my cf-
cape that way. 1 laid the plan before Warner and
Rood, for mutual conlulration and approbation,

Warner, at once, citered into the {cheme, and prom-

ifed his affiftance. Rood refufed to lend his affift-
ance, but encouraged us to proceed ; {uggelting
that the thing probably might be accomplithed.

[ foon faw into the drift of Rocd. He determin-’
ed to tuke advantaze of our fuccefs, if we proved

fortunate—if otherwife, he thought o exculpate’

himfeit by faying he had no part in the bufinefs.
He had aéted the part of a fycophant rowards the

jailor and the bigh-theriff, from the time of his

commitment, hoping through their inierceffion,
to gain fome alleviation {rom the court of their fen-
tence, at the next feffion. '

‘Notwithftanding the affiltance of Rood was not ta
be expected, Warner- and I were determined to
make the attempt, immediately after the approach
of night, as chat wasthe only time in which we
could work, without .an immcdiate dere@ion.
Therefore, after the time of retiicment, we pulled
off our coats, and went to work, with a great degree
of energy, upon. the ftones in the chimney. We
foon almoft filled owr room with fones and rubbifh.
In this fituation, we experienced great inconveni-
ences for the want of light, being obligid to have

recourfe to pine flivers pealled off from a board,

wkich kept one hand conftan:ly employed in feed-
Ing the blaze, left it fhould be extinguifhed, which
would at once defeatall our purpofes. : '

As I was the ftrongeft cf the two, I kept War-

ner
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ner fecding the light, whilft I labored like Sify phus

in rolling huge ftones out of the chimpey-way,

Happy fhould T have thought myfelf at that time,

if Hercules llkc, I could have turned the courfe of -
" fome mighty river under the jail, to have affified

me with us force, to fweep away thofe huge rocke:

Ilibored and toiled without intermiffion, till a-
bout midnight, when coming to a rock I could not
poflibly get out of the hole, I for 'a moment def-
paired of fuccefs, after ftraining with all my might,
a nuwiber of time_s, to no effe¢t. - Rood, feeing the
fituation in which matters ftood, jumped out ef
bed, and helped to lift the ftone from its place, and
then returned again into bed.

I again renewed my labor, and had overcome the
greateft part'of the difficulties before us, when the
light became extinét for want of fuel, the board be-
ing ull confumed. I tried to purfue the bufinefs in

the dark, but found it in vain, and therefore was o- .

bliged to quit our undertaking. How much would
I now have given for a tarthing candle ! but with-
es were as vain as our expetations were unfounded,
The neceffity of our relinquithing the purfuit was
abfolute, and therefore with a_ fullen reluctance I
yiclded to the force of neccfliry.

. Idid not catirely lofe all hopcs of fucccedmg yet,

by this method.  As foon as day light fhould af-
ford an opportunity, I determined to renew my la-
bor, and 1t by'good fortune our Cerberus {hould
not make us a vx‘xt till fome time in the _morning,
[ was {till in hepes of making the breach foon e—
nough,to leave himn te his own agreeable refletions,
when he came to fearch our room, which he con-
flantly did every day. ‘Therefore, at the dawn of.

day, I againrencwed my labor, with increafed ani--

matlon. 1 ftruggled and toiled with the huge

rocks in fuch a manner as to eftablith the belief,that

in the courfe of an hour, I fhould again flit upon
. the
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the wing of liberty. But O! horrid to relate ! the
thundering noife of the jailor, in opening his pon-
derous doors, throwing back the many bolts, and
turzing the keys of the enormous locks, at once de- -
feated all my expetations of freedom. The migh-
ty caftles which I had been building in the air, came
tumbling over my head, like a fweeping dcluge.

~ The jailor came into the room, and what was the
fcene pictured to his view ? Rubbifh, rocks,
ftones, and dirt, filled the room! Two men almoft
naked, covered with fweat and duit!

The door was again immecdiately fhut, and the
jailor retired, but his abfence was almoft momenta-
ry. He returned with a band of flinty hearted .
Myrmidons to affift in the execution of his diabol-
ical fyftem of revenge. We* were taken by thofe
patrons of humanity, tied tothe grates, and receiv-
ed ten lathes each, on our naked backs, witha
horfe-whip. Immediately after this, we were put
in the dungeon, where we lay two days, and were
then removed into another room.

The day after we were confined in the dungeon,
the high-fheriff came to the jail, and threatened to
put Rood into the dungeon with us ; this threat
had the defired effect. Rood declared he had giv-
en no aid, affiftance, or advice, in the bufinefs of
breaking the jail, buton the contrary, ufed all the
arguments and entreaties to induce us to defift,
which were in his power : and moreover, faid he,
—“ when I faw they would nor give up the at- -
tempt, I got out of my bed, and went to the win-
dow, in order o call the jailor, but when Burroughs
faw what ] was about, he came up to me with his
penknife, and chreatened to ftab me, if I proceeded ;
therefore, I was obliged to defit.” o

This contradiction happened to take place where
1 overheard it all. Icalled to Rood, in the mid(t
of it, and informed him that he was a liar, that he

* Warperand myfelf. - . T had,
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had, in reality, bzch aiding and aflitting in our
eftorts for breamng the jail; thathad he conduét-

ed with ingenuity in the bufinefs, | fhould bhave
been willing 1o have him cxculpated from blame,
but when he manifefted a difpotition to heap addi-
tional cenfure upon me,for the fake of making him-
felf ftand high in the opinion of others, 1 fuppofed
ita jufttribure to my own vmd;c'vmn, to fet mat-
ters relating to him, in their true light,

This I expected would be heard by the high-fher-
riff likewile, as they two were in converfation to-
gether ; and my mainobject, in making this declar=
ation at this time, was to prevent Rood from build-
ing-himfelt up in the ‘opinion of the fheriff, at my
expenfe.

When Rood found I tad dere@ed him in his du-
plicity, he entreated the fhenff to put him into a
room feparare from 'me ; dreading, as 1 fuppofe,
my juft vengeance upon him, forhis perfidious
conauct. | He promifed on this condition, to give
information concerning any attempt “of the
prifoners to break jail. He was, of confequence,
put into anoiher room. ‘

The fecord day of my confinement, nearly mght,’

I heard a ternible clanking of mafly chains, ap-
proaching towards my apartment.  The door of
the dungeon was opened, when lo ! : horrid to re-
late ! a deformed Vulcan* attended with- his grifly
Cyclops,t carrying with them a huge iron chain,
aud all the tools for their infernal purpole !

I was ordered into another apartment,and to
work went thofe engines of cruelty. They, in the
firft place, made faft a flat ring arcund my leg, a-

“boutyfix inches wide and an inch thick.. This

was conneéted with a chain weighing about 36 Ib.

and ten feet in length: The other end of the chain

was faftened. to the nrnber compoﬁng our floor,
¢ } - with
*A'thkfmhh. tA Joumcymn Black{mith. '
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with a ﬂaplc driven in with a fledge, which made
the whele jail tremble. Afier I was fixed in this
manner; they left me to my own refletions, inward-
ly exulting at their mlfrhty power; in making
a poor wretch fecure from-enjoying the cold com-
fort of hoping for better times.

"O! ruthlefs moitals ! faid I,-why fo infatuated !
am not [ a member of the {ame family with your-
felves? am not I capable of fuffering the fame woes
with others ? Place yourfelves in my fituation for
amoment, and try to regale your feeling, in fuch a
condition. Even fuppofe a brother, a child, orany
near relative,or friend, inmy fituation ; Would you
condué towards him as you now do towards me,
who am a ftranger among you ? Surely you would
not. Does not the language of nature, does not the
principles of that benevolent religion of which you
make fo great’ profcfﬁon, teach you to treat the
firanger with kindnefs 2 How then is it that you
pinch me with hunger, mangle me with whips,
confine me in a dungeon, &c. as though you envied
me the enjoyment of the liberty of walkinga
room - of twenty feet fquare?  You have confined
me to a {pace ot half that dimenfion ; and this con-
hncl!nent tco, pcrformed in the moft cruel man—
ner

Would any of you, whoare walkmg at your eafe,
enjoying the funfhine of liberty, if placed in my fit-
vation, lie down tamely under the burden, and not
exert yourfelves for freedom, when you poflell a
faint ;‘ay of hope, that you may obtain it by exer—
tion

You, whhave never telt the burden of conﬁnc-
ment, can have buz a faint idea ot its nature : hence,
you eftecm it as it feels to you, and trear thofe who
are mnder its preflure, according to  your feel-
lng N

1 lay in this difmal firuation about a fortnight, if
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I remember 1ight. My leg, by this time, was
worn by the iron around it, till the fkin was quite
off. In this fituation, 1 became entirely im-
patient. *~ My fufferings I thought infupportable,
I curfed the day in which 1 was born. 1 curfed my
friends, and all the human race, in the bitternefs of
my anguifh ! Well was it for Warner, that I was
corfined with a éhain, at that time, left haply I
thould have vented my rage on him in the over.
Howing of my-diftrefs. I roared with. anguith ! 1
ragcd ike a Bedlamite !-- -

The obdurate heart of my €erberus was net mov-
c¢d by my fituation, he was terrified, ' and durft not-
approach me. Yer that adamantine barrier which
fortified the avenues to his foul, from the approach-
es' ot compaflion,- remained ennrely unimpaired,
ard prevented the icaﬁ motion of pity from difturb-
ing his repofe. -

" There are certain f tuations of fuﬁ'ermg which
will make 2 mah mad—will take away every exer-
cife of raticnal conduét—will reduce him to a flate
of defperation,~-fo that he will rufh into the moft
defperate danger. - This was my fituation at this
time. I was determined not to endure thefe trials
any longer ;—and, in the language of the poet,~—
to,end them® by taking arms agamﬁ myfelf, and -all
my woes at once.”’

" Iruminated upon the means of accomplifhing
this defign. Various were the plans: which. offer-

" tdto my view, but none appeared fo eligible to

arifwer the ffate of my mind, as the terrible ele-
ment of fire. Therefore, I dctcrmmcd to fet fire to
" the jail, and Sampfon.like, makea facrifice at my
death, which fhould atone for - the cruelncs 1 had
fifered in my hfe t !}

The flooring of the jail was lald wuh two thlck-
nefles of timber,—each thicknefs being about four-

teen inches and over thefe timbers, a floor
ot




{139 1]

of inch boards. The boards which. compofed the
floor I cut away, in fuch a manner as ta be able to
take up a pxcce about two feet icng, the cracksbe- .
tween the timbers were about two mches wide, into
which I dropped coals of fire,which fell down to the
ground, rwenty eight inches below the foor, among
thavings and other. combuftible .ftuff.  The aiy
drawing in frongly, at the plage where the fire was,

it foon began to rage with great violeiace. 1 re- .

placed the board in its former fituaticn, placed my
ftraw, which ferved for my bed, on the board, . and
lay down, with great comgofurc, v!cw g my fuf~
ferings as faft haftening toanend. -

The floor being fo {lght as not to admit the bla.ze
.into the room, it 1ought a paﬂase clfewhere, and
foon burft out, thr oubh the underpirning and blaz-
ed up to the helght of the eaves of the jaif, abour
twenty feet ! this was a fcene poflefling more of the
horrid fublime than any t 'hxgg Yever meg with dur-
ing my life. :

“At the dead hour of night, when all nature was
lolt in forgerfulnefs, as Young empharically exprefl-
esit.

.

¢ thlvt [able gu{a’eﬁ ! from ker ebon thron-,
« Intaylefs maj-fy, uo«wﬂwubufbrtb :
“ Her leaden jreptre o'er a jlmnbermg world ;
¢ Silence, biw dead! a1d dar!n fi, bhow prﬁmm' !
¢ Nor eye, nor lj /iemng ear, an objel? finds :
¢ Creation fleeps.  'Tis as the general pulfe
¢ OF life food fill, and nature made & panfe,
¢ duawful panfe I prophetic of ber end.
“ And let ber ;ro/:mg te fosn fulfil’d ;

. Fa‘e drop the curtain! I can lorfe no more.”

ln this fituation to fee columns of fmoak and fie

rolhng up with a majeflic: power, enveloping mne

around was a fcene which furpaffes all defcrip=

tion I i viewed the operation of the flames with a

tranquil horror | I now felt myfeif exalted above

the opcrauons of the petty tyranny of thofe, who
. had
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had exercifed the rod of l'e'v.cx;'it over mes ~ Yeury
reign, faid 1, will be fhort, and 1 fhall not fall alto~
gether unrevenged. It may ferve as a memento
to others, not to drive thofé to defperation, who
have the misfortune to fall under their power.

I foon found that the fire had loofened the ftaple
which confined my chain to the floor ; therefore, i
was at liberty ro walk from one.end of the room to
thé other, contemplating the progrcis of this dread-
ful devouring element,

‘By this time, the prifoners in the room over head
were awakened, alarmed, and began to cry out for
help. The jailorwas aroufed, the inhgbitants gath-
er¢d, and the bolts, bars, and locks,were in_motion.
‘They immediately came into my room, and finding
me loofe, conveyed me into the dungeon. - o

Whilft 1 was in the dungeon, I heard the buftle
among the people, in putting out the fire, From
the expectations of fome, 1 thought the danger in-
creafed, and from the operation of others, 1 thought
it diminifhed. My mind was wavering between hope
and fear, till about 4 o'clock in the morning, when
I found the noife decreafed unril it became entircly
filent, 1now concluded they had fubdued the fire,
and of courfe, I fhould be called to an account as
difagreeable, as when I attempted to break jail.

. The fcenc following, of a'l the fcenes of my life,
ftrikes my mind with the moft diftrefs in relat-
ing. To paint it according to the exiftence
of fats, and the fenfations arifing from thofe fadts,
is an arduous tafk, too great for me to underiake,
till I have refrefhed nature with a little relaxation by
{leep, and application to other objects, which will
turn my mind a while from the difguft, which the
" contemplation of this fubject creates.  Therefore,
fir, accept my fincere with for your welfare, my de-
fire that you may never tafte that cup of adverfity,
which I have drained to the dregs.

I am, Dear Sir, &c. CHAP.
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CHAP. XVL

e s ¢ "Tjs only change of pain,

s¢ 4 bitter change ! feverer for feurre ;
 The day too [bort for my difivefs I and night
¢ E'en inthe zenith of her dark domain,

¢ Is funfbine to the colour of my fate.”’

A BOUT g o’clock in the morning, I heard the
A ufual rumule at entering theoutter door of the
jail. [ faw a crowd were entering and paffing a-
long theally-way, previous to their coming to the

- dungeon door ! The door opeéned ! The high-(her-

iff, jailor, and about twenty -more entered! 1 faw
by the appearance of things, that I muft prepare for
the worft pofiible event. The fheriff advanced with
a cocked pifiol, which he prefented to my breaft,

"and fwore by GOD), thatif ‘I offercd to refift, he

would put me to inftant death. He had an idea
that I had become defperate, and would facrifice my
own life for the fake of ridding myfelf from the mit-
ery I was under, and obrtaining revenge, for the in-
juries I had fuffered. '
" I called him a poor defpicable cowardly wretch,
to advance upen a poor, - helplefs, unarmed man, in
the manner he affumed, 1 told him I placed his u:-
moft malice at defiance, and challenged him ro do
his worft. I rtold him I expected every thing bafe
and cruel from him, ever fenfible that the ignoble
fpirit, which pofleft a coward, led to cruelty and
barbarity. " That Ibhad been punifhed ignobly once,
for nothing ; 'and therefore, 1 determined he thould
have fomething for his next attempt, which fhould
make his cowardly foul tremble with fearful appre-
henfion. - ' o 2
He ordered his poflfe to advance and feize
me. They advanced and iaid hold of me. As
foon as they had made me fecure, the theriff took
hold of my hand and twifted it round, {o as to make

“the
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the pain very \fenﬁble. I thought he would have
wrung wy arm off my fhoulder. 1 was led out of
. jail in this manner, into the yard. 1 was thea tied
faft to the grates, and firipped naked. '

The realon why ] was carried into the yard was,
that this mild diitributor of juftice, might haveca
better opportunity to give his whip full fcope, with=
out impedument. He improved: his opportunity,
and with a whip commonly known by the name of
hunting-whip, he laid abaut me with ail his ven-
geance, for about five minutes. I then was takean
down, and Warner put in my place, who reccived
twenty lafhes. We w:te then re-conveyed into the
dungcon ; when 1 was loufed from the iron I had
about my leg, and in lieu of that, a large ring was
put about each leg, with an iron bar running from
one tothe other.  This bar was bolted to the floor.
I then had an iron about my waift, and bolied to the
floor : after all, 1 was hand-cuffed and pinioned.

The fheriff then came to take his farewell, and
paried with fome hearty curfcs for my incorrigible
condudt. The curfes he received back a2gain with
intereft. 1 was now left to myfelf, a gloomy fpec-
tacle of helplefs mifery. THis wasin the month of
December, in the year .’85, a remarkable cold
month, and my confinement in this fituation, con-
tinued until January, ’86, being thirty-twa days,
in the whole. = . :

Here I was deprived of fire, of clothing, and ex-
ercife, till the time was nearly expired ; and even
the pitiful allowance of ftraw to lie on : butall this
was nothing, compared. with what I fuffercd with
hunger. : o .

Thole, who know the cruel effects of hunger, are
the only. people who can underitand me, when 1 re-
late thefe facts.  But few people have cver felt its
effe&ts : therefore, fhould I relate this flory to peo-
plein general? pot many would know what. }
meant. | Ry
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I'had not been in this fituation many days, beforé’
1 began to experience the fevere cffccts of ihe cold.
As I could not ftand, walk, ner ftep ; the only re-
courfe I had to keep my fect from freezing was

"rubbing them againft an iron fpike, a little from
my feet, perhaps three inches, which had either
necver been driveninto the floor entircly, or elfe had
ftarted back by fome mean, the fpace of about four
inches. This [ wore very {fmooth with a perpetual
frition. No perfon was allowed barely to look
through the little aperture into the dungeon.  This
‘little hole was fecured by a door, fo as to hidc eve-
ry object frem our fight.

About the feventh or eighth day after my conﬁne..
ment, i this pandimoneum,the pains of hunger be-
came excruciating. Gladly would I have ecaten my
own flefh. I even had a hankering defire to get
the excrements out of the vaulr, but that was out of
my power.  All my thoughts were occupied up-
on victuals. - 1 could not conceive whart I bad been
abour through lite, that I had not eaten more whep
J had the opportunity. '

. I could not poflibly conceive of the idea of a man
fatisficd with eating.  That a man could be
glurted. with food, {o as to Joath it, was a fact efiab-
lithed in 1ny mind, by my own pcrfonal experience
—yet, at this time, i could not believe it ; indeed,
I thought I knew tothe contrary.

Had 1 been pofleft of an emptire at this time, I
fouid have parted with it in a moment, tor a fup~
ply of faed for the prefent neceflity. At is (aid that
hunger will break through a ftone wai!, but 1 fay
that hungcr will carry a man the grear('t fength of
any thing in-nature. It deftroys the feeinos of bu-
manity, and makes a man_a favage. 1t begers in
his nature a'ferocious feelir g, which ailim ul.ucs him
morc to the tyger than to a Eeing poficiling the
milk of hurr.a'xl\'rdrcfs therefore, take the mild-

ck
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eft couple that ever lived, reduce themn by famine
‘to a ftate of extremity, and you will fee the fond
hufband tearing fromhis beloved partner the food
upon which her exiftence depends. Nay, more,
you will fee, in this fituation, the tender mother re-
fufing her dying infant the fmalleft pittance of fuf-
tenaice to its expiring entreatics !

Muft not the mind of fenfibility fhrmk with hor-
tor at a fight fo dreadful 2 And this have I expe-
rienced in a land of chriftianity ! A land where great -
profcflions of humanity and chriftian benevolence
have been made ! In charity to the inhabitants, I
now believe they did not know the extremity of my
fufterings. At that yjme I did believe it, and that
they concurred in the bufinefs ; but 1 know*my fit=
uation did not admit ot cool reflection and candid
reafoning upon the fubjet. 1 begged, I entico1ed,
of the keeper ot thele infernal abodes, for bread, but
my entreazics were given to the winds. .1 raved, I
fwore, I tore, curfed and lamented; but all did nos
move his obdurate feelings.  After the fifteenth day
the rage of hunger began to fubfide.  Nature, tir-
ed with the fireggle, gave way, and began her 1e-
treat. I grew faint and fick. There was a gloom
hung over me, which is entirely inexpreffible. Noth-

“ing did I ever feel of the kind before or fince;
and how to defcribe it 1o you now, 1 am entirely at
a lofs. I know if I undertake, 1 fhall not fucceed
in giving you an image of the moft diftant refem-
biance.

I grew fick of life, I hated: the idea of ever mix-
ing again with the world, I wifhed for death with
an impatient ardor. T here is a ficvation, fir, when
life is no more fweet. Therc are circumftances, un-
der which life becomes a burden, and is no longes
defirable.  This was my fituation. I began to con-
fole myfelf with the hopethat my miferies would
foen bave an end in the arms cf death, The ap-

‘ proach
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_,approach of this giiin tyrant now was the mo& plea-

fing obje¢t of my contemplation. Herel found a -
balm for all my wounds—* To reft from my la-
bours> in this world, was the height of my wifhes.

“Here was a pleafure ’in the profpe¢t  which affuag-

W

ed the rage of my pain, and calmed the boifterous
emotions of my mind.

.1 had now bccomc emaciated to a fkeleton
My beard had not been cut, during the time of my
being in the dungeon, hencc it was about two inch-
eslong. My hair had not been combed, which .
ftood in every direction.. From thefe circumftan-
ces, | had more the appearance of fome favage beait
of the, foreft, than any thing appertaining to ‘the hu-
man hccws I now looked for. the fpeedy end of
oy toils, I found my ftrength daily dccreafing, and
concluded that nature muft foon march out of her
fortrefs, a0d give.entire peflcflion to the kmg of
terrors.

Matters bcmg ini this ﬁtuatlon, one mornmg a-
bout 11 0’clock, I heard theouter door of the jail
loofed from it’s bolts and bars. The door leoking
through the tittle aperture into the dungeon
was opened, and the name of Burroughs was vocif-'
erated by the jalor. For him to have any bufinefs
with me at that time of the day, was what had not
happened for thirty two days before, and what
ceuld be his bufinefs row, I could not conceive.— -
The objects of life were o far out of my view, that
I thought at firft to pay no attention to this call,
but upon more wature reflection, I rofe up as far as
I was able, and Jooked through the liile hole, I

. there {aw a man whom I did no: recognife, aftran-

ger.  Hle called me by .eny chriftian name, when he

fpoke to me.  Who it was addreffing me thus fam-

itiafly 1 could not teli. .Itold him he had the ad-

vantage of being unknown to me, while I was

known tohim. Hec aiked me if Idid not know
) T my
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my uncle ?! Ifurveyed him with fome artenticd,
and at length . faw he was my Moiher’s oldeft
Brother.

He appeared to examine miy condition with ag
much attention as his fituation would admitof. He
cntered into fome general obfervations upon the na<
ture of my folly in {etting the jail on fire, and at-
tempting 1o break out. He lamentedithe diftreffed
fiiuation in which he found me, and handed me two
dollars to fupply my prefcnt neceffitics: He then
retired. :

Immediately after this, the Jailor®s wife came in-
to the alley, and told me if I wanted any victuals fhe
would fupply mie with it. How this declaration
founded in my ears, you will more readily conceive,
than I can-defcribe. Fo have a profpect of a fpee-
dy fupply of food,.again recalled the defire of life.
My feclings were in arms, and all the vigor of defire
was again rekindled in my bofom. 1 “told her |
withed for fomcthing to eat immediately, and on
her informing there was nothing ready dicffed,! be-
fought her to fetch me fome buud that 1 migh
be cating, whilft the was making rcady fomcthing
elfe. She brought me a. brown foat weighing a-
bout four pounds. .

With what pleafure did T view this precious
moifel approaching me. 1 half devoured it with
my eyes, before I got hold ef it.  How {weer was
the tafte ! how cxquifite the pleafure ! Warner
laid hold of theloaf and tore away about half the
contents. Yes, faid 1, thou feliow futferer ! cat and
be fatisfied ! the day of bitiernefs is over, we have
the promile again of food, iufficicnt to Jupply the
“calls of nature !

- The bread was almoft inflanily gone, but the

crics of hunger were not appealed.  Sven however

the wife of the jailor came with ftrong tea and voalt.

I was aftonifhed fke brought fo litele, bue fhe un--
, derflcod

\ .
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- derftood my fituation better than 1 did myfelf.  We
«at up the recruit of foed in a momenr. lentreai- -
cd for more, but could not obtain it, unde'r near an

hour. thn I had received my third portion, and
we had eaten it, Warner began to experience terri-

ble pains in hls bowels, and 1 thoufrhr for fome

time, he muft have cxgxrcd under thc: operation.

Tbc {ame charalters, whe had made their ap-
pearance, when I'was bound in the manper deferi-
bed, now entered the dungeon again, and to work
went bammers and files, and in about half an hour,
1 was frecd from the terrible load of iron, under
which I bad groaned for thirty two days.

When 1 was liberated from thefe ircns | had al-
moft loft the ufe of my limbs ; my feet would
hardly anfwer my defire for walking, for both of
them had been touched with the frpft; and the irons
on onie of my legs had been put on fo tighta¥ ro
caufe a fwelling, which ended in a fore about fix
inchés long, and which bas never yet gotren entire-
iy well.. ‘

I was remaoved out of the dungeon into an upper
‘room, which was much more comfortabxc than the
onel had firft eccupied. Here I received food as
often as once ix three hours, through the next day.
Yet I could not be fatisfied, my appetitc was kecen
as ever, even when 1 was fo fullas to prevent me
from {wallowing more. This continued to be the.
cafe for the fpaccof a fortnight longer, when 1
found my appetnc regulated upon the common
{cale of cating.

“ At this tims, my. Uncle wrote the following, let-
ter to my Father, giving him fome account of my ;
Atuation in North_amptonjail.-—-—

Charlton, Fanuary 7th, 1786.
BELOVED BROTHER AND SIST(R,

T HAVE bccn at Northampton twice within
this
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this month paft, vifired your fon Siephen each time.
The firft time, I found him chained down in the
Dungeon, for attempting to burn the jail ; and alfo
for attempting,at ar.other time,todig out through the
chimney.. I cxpofiulated with him, with regard to
his former condué, endeavouring to fhew him his
folly in trying 1o break and burn the jail. I obtain-
ed a promife that he fhould be let out ot the Dun-
geon. The fecond time 1 was there, which was
this weck, I found him in the common prifon un-
chained, 1 found him very needy each time, and
particularly the firft, his allowance being very
fhort. Ilet him have two dollars the firft time,
which 1 belicve he made a good ufe of ; the fecond
time I found him deflitute of a thirt, I got him 2a
new one, an let him have thirteen anrd four-pence
in cafh. :

AsIamin a few days going to the General
Affembly in Bofton, itis not likely I fhall fee him
again until fpring, although I have lately bcen in
fomething of a habit of vifiting at Northampton,

Being in hafte and the bearer im waiting fhall only

fubjoin, that I am your loving Brother,
EBLENEZER DAVIS.
Rev. E. Burrouvgus.,
After the receipt of this letter, my Father wrote
to an acquaintance of his in Northampton, by the
name of Strong, to pay fome attentien to my necds,

afford me what my neceflities calied for, and draw -

upon him for the aimount of expenfes incurred.
By fome firange faraliry, when this letter arrived,

Capt. Strong cither thought, or withed people to

believe he thought it a forgery of mine. He payed

_ o attention to it, and the report was foon circu-

lated, that I had forged a letter in my father’s name

and fent to Capt. Strong; and even at a very mod-

ern period a gentleman of fomc eminence, from
C ‘ Northampton,
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Northampton, has rééc‘atc’d this falfe report,in thefe
places,where he knew 1t muft be att_cnde’d with ve-
1y difagreeable confequences to me.

And now, fir, perm:it me to digrefs a moment

from the courfe of the narrative,-and offer a few re- -

matks upon the very fingular fcenes through which
I pafled 1n this jail. ' .
Asyou, fir, have been long in the practice of the
law, you will more readily conceive of the illegality
of thefe tranfactions. :
The fundamental principles upon which our lib-
erties and privileges ate founded are the trial by
jury, that no unnatural and cruel punifhments thall
be inflicted, and that a perfon fhall never be pun-
iihed, but by due courfe of law. Thefe leading
principles, I belicve, are never to be deviared from,
except in cafe of rebellion, when the ftate is_in dan-
ger ; then martial law may operaie ; and even
when martial law has its operation, it is neceflary

" to have matters of fact eftablithed by evidence, and

the voice of a majority of three, at leaft, 1o warrant
a punithment. In the punithments inflicted onme.
nonc ofthefe preliminartes have becn attended to,but
1 have been fubjected to the arbitrary willofa petty
tyrant. He punifhed when his inclination was for
crueity,andinfli¢ted what kind his pleafure direéted.
1t may be urged that 1 had made myfelfliabletopun-
ifhment,by my conduét in jail. Thisbeing fuppoled,
which I by no means believe, yet,to punith me with-
out alegal trial, was as abfolutely contrary to every
dictate of law and juftice, as though I had been in
fact innocent.—Itmay furcher be faid, that myJen-
tence confining me 1o the houfe of correction, made
me liable to the punithment of the mafter of the
houfe at his difcretion. . If this be the cafe,we take
away from one clafs of citizens a right, which we

have very juftly been tenacious of, and have fub-

jected them to a facc of as abjet flavery, as the ne
<. - groes
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groes in the Weft-Indies. And even if this doc
trineis well founded, yet the injuftice of their con-
duct wi'l reccive nocxtenuation, for Warner was
punifhed cqual in kind, though not in quantity,
with my{alf, although be was only commirted . for
trialand of cour{e muft beinrocent in the eye of the
law, unttl he fhculd be convicted. . :
As the narrative will rot admit of treating this’
bufinels largely, I have given you only the leading
ideas, which ‘poflefs my mind .upon ‘the fubject,
Kknowing your ability to ftate. them in ycur own
~jew, much more clearly and logically, than what {
thalldo.. o . .
Abcut this time Philips, of whom you have heard
mention, was committed to this jaii, and lodged in
the room where I was firft confined ; likewife one
Hinds was lodged in the room wheze 1 now iwas.-
This Hinds was committed for adultery with the
wife ofone Wallace, and the woman herfelf was
kept in the common dwelling-houfe of the jailor.
Dane Norton, who was chargea with the murder of a
man by the name of Brown, was committed abour
this time, and confined in the dungeon. It appear-
d from all the information I could gather, that the
circum{tances of this bufirefs were of the followirg
nature, viz. Norton, being a houfe-joincr, was ona
pew building, laying thingles, when Brown came
by, and in a playful manner, threw flubble at Nor- -
ton a number of times, which impeded him in his
work. Norton wasa man hafty and petulant in'his
temper.  He told Brown if he did not defift, he
would come down and give him a floging. This
threat induced Brown to continue his folly with
more cagernefs, to “fhew that he did not regard
Norton’s threat.  With this, Norton immediately
defcended the ladder,came up to Brown,and a fcuf-
fleenfued.  Some biows pafled, at length Norton
gave Brown an unlecky firoke, afcer which he nev.-
cr breathed again. Norton




Nerton feeing that Browm was abfclut ely - dead,
#adc his efcape, and lefc the cousiry. " He had
Been abfent about twelve monihs, when he becaine
known in fome part ofConne Sicut where herefided,
and was ar)orchundcd and brough: to Norchampica
for trial. | ,

From experie ncing the treatment 1 bad received
in this place, I had, Lmough wiilake, formed an
idea, that Norron would have no chance for _}..{‘:.u.
at the tune of his trial 3 T found likewile he enici-
tained the fame idea of this matter himfelf. 1 fis-

cerely withed him out of their hands, and fcic wil-
iy to yield him any affiftance which was 1wy
power. .

Matters were in this {ituation wncn one mhln a-
bour iz o’ciock, I heard a whifper s though it
came from out of the oo, calling me by name, 1.
fprang up and ran 10 the window, but found the
voice did not come froin there. b oulwn tua to the
door,--but there again was ddappointed.  Wihere
the noife came from, I could not conjeciare, winch
fiil continued. 1 at lafl bethought me ol the
pump, leading into the vaule, under tise jal, i ran,
aid uaccvering the pump, could cafily dithinguith
the voice of Norton, who had gotten dowa into the
vault. He enreated meto let him bave a knife, for
Ly thag,” faid he, “ 1 can muke my civage.”
Had it been .xduJem, for uug,h: 1 know, 1 fhuld
have parred with it, to have affided him ar this o=
ment. ok the hnlfL, and lied 1c o 2 i Gy, aud
fet 1c cowan. T ihen coveared the puinp, lay dowt,
and reficcted withi a great degeee of picaltie upon
my afturding fome { (mall afitance to beiricno  bin
inan being whom I never faw.  Truly, iaw i, this
conduct s been guided by e prinaijie of phi-
ldnthw,)y

I fooatell faro a found fv ep :--miy flumber was
n-h‘-'ﬁﬂ-—l rand ("-.u. temi flic Catifury at peace with:

my felf
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fuyfelf, under the fullet conviction I Jad a&ed ac-
cording to the pian of the goed Sagaritan. 1 ¢id
not know that any inthe room w€re awake, at this
time ; thersfore, Ithought myfelf the only perfon
poﬂ”cﬂ with this fecret. The next day, Hinds was
taken out of the room where 1 was, and let 1nto the
alley with the woman,for a criminal connexion with
whom, he was confined. They remaincd together
about an hour, when he was put back into the room
where I was.  Soon after, I heard a number of peo-
ple entering the outer door of the jail, and the
clanking of chaius, as though feme infernal purpofe
was in agitarion I littened with attention, and
foon heard the dungeon door open: when, to my
furprife, they cried out that Norton was gone. [
did not expedt he would fo foon have made hisefs
cape ; and now felt the exultation of joy, on. the
account of his fuccefs. My joy was {con.damped,
‘by hearing another voice, foon after, crving out,
¢ hercﬁhc is! herehdis I’ Nortor, at this time,
was fo bufy at work in the vacl:) that he never
heard any of thie vproar, unul a_youngiter, purting
his head down into the hole he had thade, faw him -
at work. _

They (onn got him up and made him faft ini-
rons : after this, they came into iny rocm, tcok me
out, carried me into the room where 1 was formerly
confined, and there made me fafl, with my  old
chain. ‘

Here were Phili ps and Warner. Soon after the
jailer had left us, 1 began to difcover the amaai'ng
ability for contrivanice which Phi ilips pefivft,” He
freed me from my irons in ten minutes.  We then

_ail went to work to make the hole lavger through
our pump into the vault under the ja-l.  This we .
eile¢ted, to my (urprife, in the [pace of ahout fix
bours, {o that a man, when ﬂnpnc‘] naked, couid
le: himfelf down throvgh it into the vauit.  This’

' hoie
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hole was made in fuch a manner, as entirely to fe=
eure it from the obfervation of thofe, who perpetu=
ally fearched the jail, Even fhould they examine
the hoie itfelf, they would not difcover. its being
o herwife than what it was originally, fo perfet was
Pn:lips mafter of what he undertook, of fuch a na-
ture. We wrought with affiduity all the night fol-
lowing, and-had made fuch progrefs in diging our,
that we arrived at the ftones of the underpinning of
the jail, they being funk about four feet into the
earth, . :

The prifoners, in the room out of which I was
taken, and efpecially Hinds, were of opinian, they
heard a noife, on the night that we were at work in
the vault, but the other prifoners fufpecting how
the cafe really was, and being fomewhat jealous of.
Hinds, endeavored to perfuade him, that it was a
matter of mere conjecture, not founded in reali-
ty, ; o R
The next day, I found Hinds and his paramour
were put into the alley together, as formerly. Plac-~
ing myfelf in a fituation, where I could hear their
converfation, Ibecame acquainted with a very fin-
gular and curious circomflance, 'viz. that Hinds
had entered into an agreement, to difcover whatev—
er plan fhould be in agitation, for the purpofe of
breaking the jail, and was to receive, asa compen—
fation, liberty to be alone with his Mifs, one hour
in the courfe of every day. That in confequence of
this agreemeny,he had giveninformation of my help-
ing Norion tomy Kknife, and that he was about
breaking jail. In confequence of which informa-
tion, Norion was difcovered, and I was again con=
fined inirons. ’

" Hinds to!d his proftirute, that he had heard the

.noile of lomebedy diging, and belicved Norton

was aitempting to break out again. This noifc, faid

he, contimucd through the whole night,  After this
. interview
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intervicw, they were both replaced in their former
fitvation. : :

Socn after this, the jailor, and a number with
him, made a vifit to the dungeon ; carrying lights
with them, in order to fearch every hole and cor-
ner. After about an hour’s inveftigation, they
gave upthe purfuit, as fruitlefs; concluding that
Hinds was miftaken in his conjcQure, or elfe
the breach was made in an other room. They,
therefore, came into the room where I was. confin-

ed, and after fearching fome time, concluded fome
~ miftake muft have exifted, with regard to the con-
je¢ture of Hinds. ‘The jailor even lecked into our.
pump, and could difcover no manner of breach,
which we had made : however, he thought that the
hole was fo large, as poflibly to admit a fmall boy
down it ; and therefore, determined he would make
it more fecure. . '

You will naturally afk the queftion, with regard
. to my irons, whether this was not a fufpicioss cir-
* cumftance, as well as the noife ? This bufinefs was

fixed equally fecure with the other.  After I had
been liberated from my irons, by Philips, he made
them anfwer a number of other purpofes, in the
" profecution of his plans ; and likewife prepared
them in fuch a manner, that 1 could flip them on
‘my leg, in half a minute, fo as to wear the appear-
.ance of remaining clofely chained : this 1 always
did,: when I heardthe jailor entering, fo that by this
‘mean, 1 remained undifcovered.

After the fearch was over, J called to one of the
prifoners in the room with Hinds,--Grinold by
name, who was a perfon holding fuch conduct as
Hinds had been guilty of, in the utmoft abhorrence,
and related to him a fimple acccunt of fa@s, ref-

"pecting Hinds. Grinold immediately began an al-

“tercation with Hinds ; they foon proceeded to

"blows--and Hinds, who was as great a coward as
he
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he was avillain, foon cried enough; but thisfub-
terfuge did not anfwer his purpofe. = Grinold full
«:ontmued to beat him, alledging that fuch condud
as Hinds was guilty cf, did not entitle him to the -
commonufage, under fuch circumftances,

Inthe attcmoon, the jailor care into my room,
and the blackfmith with him, and after taking up
our pump, placed two bars of iron-over the hole,
and fpiked them to thetimber, This, 1 thought,
was an effectual fecurity againft our cver again get-
ting into the vault. Buat no fooner was the -jatior
gone, than Phiiips fhewed me how miftakeg 1 was
1n my conjeCtures. Not more than fix nmunutes af-
ter their depaiture, before we had all the 1rons loof-
ed from their place : and that was effected in this
manner, viz. We ook the chain that was around

.my leg, and put it under one -of the iron bars,

and fetching it round, faftened it together, over the
bar, with a key made of one of the links.  After

“this was done, we took an oaken bench, about

ten feet long, made of a f{lab, as much as four inches
thick, in the middle, and put the end of this beach
into the bite of the chain ; placing itin fuch a
manner as to gain a great purchafe, we lifted the
bar in an inftan:, drawing cut the fpx} es with
eafe.

Immediately upon the fetting in of night, wea-
gain went to work, but had not continued many
minutes before the outer door of the jail opened,
and in came a number of people, and pafling our
door, went up to the prifoners over head.  Hete
Hinds had an opportunity ot giving the hint to the
jailor, that he had fomething 10 communicare to
him. Therefore, after the people had finifhed rheir
bufinefs with the prifoners, the jailor took Hinds.
out into. the alley, and there learned that we had
broken again into the vault. Upon this informa-
don, the jailor came inw lhe room, and removed

' all
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all the prifoners into the dungeon, excepting my»
felf, being in irons, fo fecurely confined, that he re-
mained at cafe with regard to me.

Atter all matters were again fettled, T filently let
myfelf out of irons, went down into the vault, and
wrought bard all night. By morning, I had dug
throughtheunderpinning,gotten out-fide the jail,and
.all that remained now, was to bieak through the
frozen ground, which was about eighteen inches, as
I conjectured. 1 thought my operations thrnugh
this night, had been fo filent, as to preventa difcove
ery from any one; but 1 was miftaken. Theicaft
noife in the vaulr founded firong through the

umps ; thefe beiag the only apertures, tbrouyh
which the found could efcape : therefore, its whole
- force was carried in one direction.

“In the morning, the jailor took Hinds our of the
room, where he had left him the night before, hav—
ing put him into a feparate room from Grinold,
for fear of a repctition of that chaftifement, which
he had fo largely taficd the day before ; and bv him
received information, that fomebody “had been at
work in the vault all might.  After this informa-
tion, Hinds was put ‘back into the fame room a-
gain, being a room-mate with Rood. - '

About teh o’clock in the morning, the jailor, at-
‘tended with his blackimiths, came into the dun-
geon, and removed the prifoners back again into
my room. They fearched the dungeon, with a
great degree of care, to fee whether the prifoners
had broken through into the vault, but not finding
any breach, they were at a lofs to account for the
report of Hinds, not conceiving it poflible for me
to be the perfon, owing 10 my 1rons. However, af.
ter 2 while they came into my room, and fearching
the irons arcund my leg, they difcovercd rhe de-
ception, fceing at once, with what eale I could take
‘my irons off my leg, when I withed. . They then

, fearched
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fearched the iron bars, which had been {piked to
the floor, and found them pulled up. They looked
ar me with a ftare of affonifhment,not conceiving
how ic was poffible for fuch a thing to be effected,
with what tools we had.

The black{mith retired—and in about an kour,
returned—Dbuinging with him an iron bar of twice
the magnitude of the former, and fix fpikes, about
twelve inches in length, and ragged, in fuch a man-
ner, as to prevent a bare poffibility of their ever be-
ing drawn, Thisiron bar he placed acrofs the hole,
and with a heavy fledge, drove in the fpikes, look-
ing round exultingly on me, faying * Burroughs,
if you et down here again, I’il come and take your
place.”” After he had driven in his fpikes, and put
all things in ordér, he came and examined my i-
rons, faftened them on again, fo as to prevent my
getting loofe,as he vainly boafted.

I now loft all hopes of liberty, by that method
which we had been purfuing, viewing it impoffible,
ever to get the irou from acrofs the hole, if 1
fhould get free from my irons around my leg; but
again, 1 was taught to admire the vaft ability of
Philips ; for before the outer door of the jail was
locked, 1 was freed from my irons, and the bar a-
crofs th hole was torn away. Thls was done while
the jailor was fhutting, boiting, and lockmg, the
doors; fothatthe noife which we made, might be
fo blended with his noife, that it thould not bc dif-
tinguithed by the prifoners over head, viz. Rood
and Hinds, in fuch a manner as to lead to a difcov-
ery. This had the defired effet. Not the leaft
{ufpicion was entertained of our operations, fo
quick was Philips, in {eeing every advantage,which
oportuniries offered, for the profecution of our pur-
pofe.

However, I found all the abilities, which apper-
tained . to Phxhps, were fet down to my credit, fo

v . {trongly
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ftronly were all pofleft with the opinion, that 1 wat
the foul of every enterprife, of fuch a nature. And
from the cffort¢ which he made in this room, many
were of the opinion that 1 had preternatural affift-
ance. For fay they, “ no irons will hold him, and
no fortification will ftand againft him.” .

You wil] be curious, fir, I prefume, to learn the
method,by which we effected fuch a furprifing feat,
in fo fhort a time, as to liberate me from irons, and
tear away the huge iron bar, which was fpiked fo
ttrongly acrofs our pump-hole.  This I will give
you a delcription of.

You will recolle& that one end of my chain was -
faftened tothe floor, the other end around my leg,
the length about ten feet ; and the ring about my
leg was flar.*  Making thechain into a ring by the
beforementioned procefs,we ran the end of our cak-
en bench intoit, and placed the ring, which was a—
round my leg, under the bench, and bent it down
right to my leg; then turaed it one quarter round,
-and bent it back again: this we repeated three or
four times, and the ring broke. We, immediately,
after this, hoifted the bol conﬁnmg the chain, by
the fame procefs.

After all, we took up the pump, and fixed our
chain around  the iron, on the pump-hole, as for-
merly, and proceeded again according to the fame
plan. I thought it a piece of madnefs to think of
drawing thefe {pikes,and made obfervations to that
amount : . Philips paid no attention to what- I
remarked, but purfued his plan : and when we all

jumpped on to the bench, to pry up the ironbar,the
hcads of the fprcs flew off in a moment ; the bar
was torn from its place, and the whole jail trem-
bled. .
I now confidered my. efcak,c as certain, having
.mthg but the frozen ground to break through,
. ‘which -
# The ring wis aninch lavger in d:ametct, thanm leg,
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which I expected to effect, in the courfe of 2n hour.
Theretore, when night progrefled fo tar in her
courfe, as to carry people generally to their beds,
we all ftripped, and went down into the vault, with
as much filence as poffible, that we might keep
Rood and Hinds in ignorance ot our operations ;
but this we found impoflible. We foon heard them
take off the cover from their pump, and liften to the
noife in the vaylt : However, as we [oon expeied
to make our efcape, we did not lo much dread their
hearing us at wark, not expecting they could give
any information to the jailor, till next morning,
when we thould be far from his redraining pow-
er. , Do
We were vigorous in our operations, till we had
broken the frozen ground, fo.as ro difcern the fnow
—1 communicated this circumftance to Warner,
who was near me, and he, imprudently, in the
-warmth of his feclings, told one near him, that in
ten minutes we thould be at liberty.  This he fpake -
fc loud, as to be heard by Rood and Hinds. - ‘

They hearing this, immediately called to the jail-
or, and informed him thar we were breaking out.
The alarm flew rapidly ; people gathered into the
jail-yard, with laaterns, and difcovered the hole,
which was almoft large enough for a man 1o pafs
through, whilft others entered the j«il, and trned
us all into the dungeoo.

CHAP. XVII,

** Wake the lion's loud:ft voar,

¢ Clot bis fha.gy mane with gors,

““With fisfbing fury bid bis eye balls fBine ;
 Meck is bis favage fublen foul to thine !”

(A UR fond expedations of liberty were again
- blafted. We found ourfclves confined in the
dungeon, and two ipies 1o warch ail our. meticns. -

Ir
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It appeared that Foitune delighted in raifing my
hope, in order to tantalize me wich difappointment.
There was a ftrange fatality attending all ms un-
dertakifps ! The moft flattering circumftances
were, in the end, attended with effets of the fevers
eft nature.  Mifery was my portion, notwithftand-
g every effort to the contrarv. I now faw no way
but that I muft lay my account, to wear away the
three long tedious years, to which I was fentenc-
cd, in jail | L

Early the next morning, I was, contrary to my
expectations, 1aken out of the dungeen, and recon-
veyed 1nto my old room, which was confiderably
larger than the dungeon, and there faw preparations
. for punithing me aga:n, with the horfe-whip. 1
had a ftharp pointed penknife about me, which had
been often fought for in vain, by the jailor. I pul-
led out. this penknife, and opened it; and told the
Jailor, I would pofitively put him to death, if he
daredto infli¢t that punithmenton me again. 1 floed,
at this time, inone corner of the room, wherel
could not be attacked only on one fide. The jail-
or ordered thofe with him to take hold on me, and
fecure me ; but none chofe togun the rifk : for 1
bad declared, with equal determination, that the
firft, who oftcred to approach me, fhould feel the
weight of my arm. ,

Matters remaining in this fituation, the grifly
looking tyrant was abafhed and confounded, net
daring to approach me himfelf, to cxecute any of
his hellith plans,—he therefore gave up the ob-
Jedt. -

About this time, the blackfmith and his appré_m .

tices came into my room, with all my former ioad
of irons, to confine me as he formerly had done,
in the dungeon.  Having fuecceded fo well with
regard to the punifhment of whipping, I determin-
ed o try the fame experiment again, and {ee wheth-
er

ko  tt——. A~
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* §t it would kecp me out of irons. I, therefore, re-

fufed to have any chains put on me. The black- °
{mitk cime towards me in a threatening manner,
w:th his hammer lifted, as though he would ftrike

but feeing me ﬂand as though I was deter-
mmcd to execute miy threat, with my penknife, fie
gave back. They foon left thé i irons lying on my
floor, and all departed from the room. I expc&ed
they were gone after d recruit, but in this; my fears’
were difappointed.

_About one o’clock, the fame day, 1 was taken out
of this room, and’ put into the upper loft, with Gri-’
nold. Philips and the reft, who were in the foom
with h:m, were taken out of the dungeon, and put

~ back into theéir former place of abode, after the

breach was fecured. I believe it was -effectually
fecuted thistime, for I never heard of theit break-
ing it again : but by what pro..efs they made it fo
ﬁrong as to prevent the prifoners from making an-

-~ other bréach, Ido not know, never being put in

that room any more. It was currcntly teported
that the devil had affited me, in my attempts to
break Jaxl _ Many foolifh pcoplc would apply to
me for a difcovery of matters unknown to them<
felves ; as chings loft; Rolen, &c.—and when I
fefufed o pay any attention to thcxr apphcauon, '
alledging that it was out of my power, they would
look wifely at each other, and obferve, * that T wak
not permitted to do fuch things, it being againft thé
irticles of my league !’—

It being now the laft of January, if I rightly re..
collect, néws was brought us, that all the prxfoncrs,
who were fentenced to the houfe of correction, were
to be removed . to Caftle-Ifland, in the harbor of
Bofton, there to be confined to hard labor. This
news had but litcle ¢ffe on my mind, being as yet
entirely ignorant of the place, its ﬁtuanon, the ftate
of prifoners on it, or the treatmcnt which I thould

w Teceive
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feceive there. The idea of being again carried
through the country, in the manner 1 had former-
ly been, a fpect:icle to furrounding fools, gave me
moft fenfible pain; but whether 1 fhould be in a,
better ficuation there, than what I was in at North-
ampton,. was wholly unknown, and I had no evi-
dence, by which I could form my conjeGure.
~ Early one morning, a number of deputy fherifts
came into the jail, and bade us prepare for our
journey to the Caflle. They chained the prifoners
two together, placing the chain about one leg of

each, then put them into a fleigh, and drove off.
When I came tobreathe a pure air, and to con-
traft the profpect of furrounding objects, with the
gloomy manfions which I had left, you cannot con-
ccive the ardor of my feelings for liberty.  Every
object, which my eyes beheld, was a loud proclaim=

¢r of my miferable ftate. ' V o
Oh! faid I, to myfelf, could I run about like
yonder little boy, who, regardlefs of his privilege, .
loofes' its enjoyment,—then fhould I feel like the
lack, that, efcaped from its cage, flits into the air,
and claps its wings for joy. I wondered people:
fhould feel fo indifferent about my fitvation. I'e-
qually wendered at their not fkipping with joy,
becaufe they were at liberty themfelves. Itheught
if they had known the feelings of my heart, they
would have arifen to a man, and granted me that
liberty, which my heart fo ardently panted after.
It appeared to me, fometimes, that the fenfations of
my mind muft be apparent to them, and that under
this circumftance, they would actually grant me .
relief.  Yet, in the bitternefs of my foul, I found -

thefe ideas all chimerical. R
Certainly, faid 1, did thofe very charaéters, who
were inftrumental in-placing me in this ftate of
confinement, feelingly, know my whole heart, they
could not refift the language of nature fo far, as nos
,‘ S S "o
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. to with me at liberty., Iknow that even the Pel-
hamites them{elves would have cried his punith-
ment i3 enough—his fufferings -are equal to his
crimes.—Then,why will ye yet torment me ? Why
will you gall me any longer,with the chain of flave~
ry ?--The anfwer is, the courfe of Jaw has brought
you to this, and we cannot reverfe its mandate.
But, faid 1, what is law,but the voice of the people ?
and what. is the voice of the peop'e, but the lan-
guage of the heart 2 Docs not every day’s expsti-
ence teach us, that cruel and fevere punifhments
ferve to harden, rather than reform the vicious 2
Ought we not to confider ourfelves as members of

~one and the fame family, and to adopt thofe, rules
and regularions among ourfelves,as a [ucicty, which
~will, 1n their operation, be congenial with fuch an i~
dea ?  Surely, this is the idea, which the language
of nature ftrongly inculcates upon our minds.

-Should we not fhudder with horror, it a Futher
treated his child, as the laws of fociety treat each
other? When do we hear of an unnatural parenc
chaining his child, confining him from the enjoy-

-ment of liberty, and placing him in fuch a fiiua-
tion, as to make him an ebjet of contempr and

~{coff to the rcft of his children, without feeling
that indignation in our bofoms, which {uch an ua-
natural action meiits 2 Between parents and chil-

.dren, the voice of nature is heard in its fimple flate,
‘without being perverted by the fophiftry of thole,
.who are blind to the laws, which bind mankind
together, as brethren of the fame family, Is theie
-not a fpirit of noblenefs in man, which fcorns tire
lath of tyranny, in whatever fhape it appears, which
manifefts all the love and partiality of chiidren,tow-
ards thofe laws, which difcover the care a::d pro-

-tetion of a parent towards them ? View the con-
dué of the Parent of nature, towards his children !
# He caufes his fon to rife on the evil and on the

, - good,
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good, and fendeth rain on the juft, and on the up.
juft.”> Hegrants his parental kindnefs to all his chil.
‘dren, without diftinction, and watches over the
wants of the {malleft partof the works of his hands.
Is his example worthy of imitation, or are we wifer
than our Maker ? I have often read with the high-
eft dclight a fable invented by Dr. Franklin, to
fhew, in a familar manner, the arrogance of man,
in his attempts to place hisown wifdom, above that
of Deity. The Doclor reprefents Abraham as
grofsly abufing a ftranger, whom he had invited into
his tent, becaufe he was an idolater, and did not
worfhip God according te his method. The fable
ftates, that at midnight, God called unto Abraham, .
and inquired for the ftranger, Abraham recapitulat-
ed his treatment of him, which was done faid he,
becaufe he worfhipped notthee.”” God tookoccafion;
from this, to fhew Abraham the folly of his reafon-
ing, for faid he,”” have I nourithed and cherifhed
this man ninety and nineyears, notwithftanding his
rebellion againft me, and could not thou, who art
thyfelf a finner, bear with him one night.”” - '
" As wetravelled through the country, I again
foundthe curiofity of people had brought them
together in many places, where we ftopped ; there
a philofophic mind would have found ample fcope,
for ‘contemplating the human charaCter. We
cannot difeern the operation of the human
heart in man, until we are in fuch afituation, asto
grcvcnt his wearing a difguife. ~ This fituation muft
e very abject, and then we become of fo little con-
“fequence in fociety, that the netice of man 'is re-
-moved from us,and he acts in" our prefence with-
- out difguife ; viewing our approbation or difappro-
bation as immaterial to his prefperity. Under
- fuch a fituation, the human character becomes re-
ally known, and he, who has ability with this know-
- ledge to learn fuch regulations as will tend, in their
' K opcration
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gparation,to preniote the higheft good of fociety, is
called upon, by that dury which man owes to man,
to affert the caufe of truth, with regard to thefe im-
portant points.

Under this view of matters, I have clearly ftated
my fentiments to you, upon thefe fubjects. I know
you to be a man of fo much obfervation,as.to know,
that fevere laws have the moft faral tepdency, not
only upon the criminal part of {ociety, byt likewife
upon every member. Every thing, which tends
to deftroy the principles of humanity, ferves to era-
dicate from the human breaft that benevolence and

~ compaffion towards mankind, which is the bond of

perfection in fociety. - ,
* When we fee the father of a family conducting

with mildnefs towards all his children, treating
them all as equal members of his houfehold, and
never permitting the ebullitions of wrath and ma-
lignity to operate towards any ; at the fame time,

-we fee them inheriting their fathers meeknefs, an

compaflion. Benevolence marks their ways, and
harmony brightens all their paths. But on the

‘contrary,where we feethe parent becomes the tyrant,

{)uni'fhing the faults of his children, with: the unre-

denting hand of rigor, executing judgment un-

mingled with mercy ; we fee a family pofiefling the
feelings of cruelty, loft to the god-like principle of
mercy, at war with themfelves, and governed by
thofe ferocious feelings, which difturb the tranquil-
Mty of mankind.

The fame principles operate upon the great fa-
mily of mankind, Where we find fevere laws ope-
rating among a people, or mild laws executed in a
ccruel manner, we fee the influence of . this, upon the
manners of the people, to be very great. It gradu-
ally roots out the feclings of benevolence and
compatffion, and in their room, implants the fen-
timents of cruelty and feverity. . "
R e .., The
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The body of mankind can judge of things only
in a very partial manner. They are taughr, in
the firft place, to revere the laws ; they are taught,
in the fecond place, to believe that the laws are
founded in juftice : from this confideration, they
are lead ro treat others, as they fee the law treats its
fubjetts ; to cherith the fame fpirit, which they
_ fee manifefted in the execution of the laws : there-

fore, if the law, or the mode of executing it, is fe-
vere and cruel, they will of confequence imbite a
fpirit of feverity and cruelty.
Having treated thefe matters fo largely in our
converfation, it will be needlefs for me to f{ay more
on the fubje&t. I believe we are both.agreed in
this fentiment wiz. that the laws and the manner of
their execution do, ultimately Jform the manners and
morals of a people ; and the beft criterion, to form
an eftimate of the laws and regulations of a people
by, is their manners and morals.
On the firft day of our journey towards the Cafs
tle, we dined at Belchertown, Here 1 found an
aflemblage of many charaers. Some were led
here by an anxious defire of fecing me perform fome
feats of dexterity, in eluding my guard, concluding
that I fhould not remain with them, longer than to
arrive at this tavern. Whether they expected [
fhould evaporate in a flath of fire, or difappear in a
cloud of fmoak, or whether they thought [ fhould,
Fauftus like, fix my guards, like pillars of ftone, im-
moveably, to fome fpot,until I could leifurely walk
away, I do not know ; but it was apparent that
{fomething they expected would be done.  The leaft
~movement I made, their eycs were upon me, the

leaft word I fpoke, their ears were open, and their
- attention alive. When I moved they made way
for me, as though deftruction would fall upon them,
if they obftructed my paffage. It gave me painto

fee the apparent fear, that many manifeftcd upon
’ th:s

1
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this occafion. I endeavoured to perfuade them
that their fears were groundlefs, but all to no pur-
pofe. Some I found took this opportunity of fhew-
ing their courage to the world, by letting the byftan-
ders fce, they were not afraid to infult me.  One
man even ran his fift into my face, making his
boaft that he would venture me, as great a man as 1
was, but took very good care to keep fo far diftant
from me, that I could not reach him, being chained
to Glazier Wheeler, fo that I could not move, only
when he moved, and the eld man having the infir-
mities of age upon him, could only move with a de-
gree of moderation. . -

" While the fcoundrel continued his infults, one
of the {heriffs came into the room, | think his name
was White, and obferving the unprovoked abufe,
ftruck the villain acrofs the head, with the hilt of a
hanger, and felled him to the floor.  This {poiled
the fun of this courageous fellow.

After dinner was over, the Landlady came to the
high theriff, and informed him, that one of her fil-
ver fpoons was mifling, and the faid it was impof-
fible for any one to get it out of her cupboard,which
had not been unlocked, unlefs it was Burroughs ;
‘therefore, the high-fher:ff fer about fearching me
for a filver fpoon, ftolen out of a room, in which it
was known I had never been, but before the fearch
was over, the good lady informed him, that the
{poon was found. , ' '

We foon moved from this, and arrived that night
at Brookficid. Here I found a litdle refpite from
that perpetual attention, to the various whims, falfe
opinions;and ftrange ideas, which people had form-
ed of iny chdracter.  But even here, 1 was accofted
bya grave looking old gentleman, {moaking . his
pipe in the corner. I had obferved him fometime,
ficting in filence, but now and then glancing his
egeupon mc, at length taking his pipe leifurely

L from

.
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from his mouth, fpitting carefully in the fire; and
adjufting his loeks, with fome precifion, he turne
and addreffed me as follows : “ Burroughs, I have
had a defire to fee you, for fome time, I have heard
much of you.=—1 know your uncle Colonel Davis,
and had he given ear to my advice, he would have
been a grear gainer ; but he did not, and the time is
now pafled, for him to profit by his dear [bought
experience ; however, I can give you advice, which
you will find to your advantage, fhould you be. en-
dowed with wifdom fufficient to follow it. . Yout
extraordinary condu&-has made mankind form ve-
ry ftrange conjectures concerning you; and many.
throw a great degree of blame upon-your condu& ;
but as for myfelf; I cannot fay I think your crimes
unpardonable, or indeed very heinous, excepting
one, and that was, the flagrant tranfgreflion of the
principles of gratitude towards the Clergyman,whofé
clothes and watch you ftole.”

Here 1interrupted the Orator; in the midft of his
difcourfe; by my ardor to fet him right in his mif-
taken opinon of this bufinefs; I told him the ftory
of my ftealing a watch and fuit of clothes from a
Clergyman was entirely unfounded; as no fuch cir-
cumftance had happened toany Clergyman in this
country ; that this was an old anecdoté, new vamp-
ped and handed to the world, as a modern occur-
rence, the approbium of which, a good naturéd
populace were willing to fix on me. _—

He looked me full in the face, with a farcaftic
fneer, pulled a i ws paper out of his pocket, and
turned me to a pzragraph, relating that J was the
perfon, who had 1tolen the clothes, watch, &c. Af-
ter 1 had read this paragraph, the old gentleman
faid. “ Now Mr. Burreughs, 1 hope you will not
undertake to correct my judgment again. - When
1 form an opunion; it isnot on flight evidence, there-
fore, fince you have fet up your opinion, in aeppofi-

, _ , ~ tion,
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‘tion to mine, 1 fhall let you purfue lIt; you may
tepent when it is too lare..” ‘
He then turned from me, put his pxpe into his
mouth, and remained filent the reft of the evening,
noswuhﬂmdmw all my endeavors for a furthcr €X~
planation upon \ this bufinefs. ;
The next day we proceeded on our journey. In
the courfe of this day, I could have made my ef-
cape, if [ had been chained to any boedy but Gla-
2ier Whneeler. 1 went out of the houfe, where we
ftopped to dire,accompanied by only one perfon,and:
he, berng impatient at"ftaying out in the cold, went-
into the houfe, and we remained by ourfche«, as
much as half an hour. I propofed our efcape to
Whevler—but the feverity of the weather, the in-"
firmiries of age, and the uncertainty of fuccefs; op-
erated fo ftrongly on his mmd as to deter him from'
concurring in-my propofal. ~ We returned, and I"
flartered myfelf, that this apparent inftance of my -
peaceably remaining confined, when I had an op-
portunity of making, at leaft, a trial for elcaping,
would make my kcepers more remifs in guarding
me ; bur in this I was difappointed. '

I found the guard were all - in commotion, when
we went into the houfe, at our being left alone fo
long ; and they rook fpecial care never to fall into
the fame errer again,

In the courfe of this day, we made a ftage at a-
pubiic houfy, where I found a number of the Pel-
hamires. They had been to Bofton, and were on
their recurn, They were affeted at feeing my con--
dirron ! They dropped the tear of compaffion !
They-pitied me ! They offered me, as a token of
thll‘ penevo'ent feclings, as mnch punch as I would
drink.  Whnether fome of their more benevolent
feelings, on the prefent occafien, did not proceed
from the cffic acy of-the punch, which they them-:
felves bad drunken, 13 a queftion, Lihall .by no
means ~ ~dm -2 to,an(wer_. X In
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In the courfe of thisday’s journey, we met with
Mr. Baldwin, minifter of Palmer, of whom men-
tion has already been made. The good old gentle-
man was truly affected : and, in ftead of refletions,
which I expeQed, he lamented my untimely fall ;
wifhed I might meet with fome alleviating circum-
ftance in my fentence, before the expiration of my
confinement. - :

We arrived at Little Cambridge, and tarried all
night. The houfe where we put up was filled with
people. 1 found the gocd lady of the houfe giving

her daughters a le¢tuie, on the propriety ot keeping

out of the room, where the prifcners-were. But, as
thefe young females pefleft the curiofity natural to
their fex, they endeavored to purfuade their ma’am,
that the danger, which fhe feared, was more in her

fancy,than reality.  The prudent mother, howev-

er, cut her daughters fhort in their arguments, by
telling them, in the moft peremptory manner, that
they fhould not go into the room where Burroughs
was ; for, faid fhe, *“ he has a faculty tolead any bo-
dy afiray.: why, thure’s Pelham now, where he
preached—he undertook to preach to people, that
it was lawful for him, to lie with all the women in
town, and he carried his point fo far, as to lie with
every man’s wife ; and then ran away and left

them ; but if he fhould offer fuch a thing o me,

I'd tfhew him, he want in Pelham.”

After this harangue of the careful mother, her
condud through the remainder of the evening did
not manifeit fo great.a tear on her own account, as
what fhe had {hown on account ot her daughters :
" but whether fhe meant to give me an opportunity of
making fuch propofals, as on her part, would lead
to a difcovery of her impregnable chaftity, or
~ whether her attention was the pure effe¢t of hu-

aoanity, 1 fhall not undertake to t¢]l, not being ina
" capacity to give information upon that fubje&
' ' having
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having made no advances towards her, through the
courfe of'a long tedious evening.

A fober-faced clergyman entered i into converfa-
tion with me, upon the events of my life. 1 found
him entertaining all the acrimony attached to of-
fended dignity. Says he, “ what an enarmous
crime you have been guilty of, by bringing an irre-
parable difgrace upan the order of Ciergy,. in af-
fuming that character, with al’ your vile hypocrify
about you ; and as though that was too little, yon
prepotteroufly exhibited the works of others, and
not your own. You have taken the moft direct
meafures to overturn all order in civil and religious
focieties, by making the character of a clergyman
appear in a ludicrous point of view to the world ; a
chara&er, ofall others, which ought to be held moft
facred : and which, of all others, has the greateft
influence to the good order of fociety.”

My anfwer to the clergymar was to this eﬂl&

< Seeing, fir, that you are profefledly rhe embafla-

dour and rcprcfentati:,vc of him,who has command-
ed us, « in lowlinefs of mind to efteem others berrer

"than ourfelves ;* who was defpifed and rejected of

mankind ; who was fet at naught by the rulers ;
and declared that his kingdom was not of this
world : 1 Iay, fir, that feeing your dignity in this
charaéer is encroached upon by my condu@, I feel
moft heartily forry for touching your hxghncfs in
this refpect.”

The clergyman was ftung wnh this reply, and
retorted, that, “ I might find that the government

‘'would teach me how to carry myfelf to my fuperi-

ors. Afier Ihad been kept 10 hard labor onithe

Caftle two or three years, my - courage would = be

cooled, and my manners mended, &c.”* ’

~ We' arrived at Bofton the next day, about 11 0°-

clock—fopped and dined ar the 8ign of the Lamb.

X fouvd many: of my former acquainrance now
, fhunned

-
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fhunned me, as though I carried fome -peftiléntnl
diforder about me. One in a particular-manner,
-who was a clafs-mate of mine in College, comingin
fight of the fleigh, in which the prifoners were con-
veyed, #and difcerning wae in the fleigh, floppcd -
fhort—ran into a fhop contiguous,-and viewed me
through the window,with great attention.

Afte dinner, we were taken to the commiflary’s
ftore, who provided for the Caftle,and all the prif-
oners, cxcepting myfelf, received their clothes ;
which confifted of a party-coloured {uit. I was-ea-
tirely willing to be - excufed from receiving this
bounty from the ftate. :

. After the elothing had been delivered, we were

taken to long wharf, put on board a fmall fail-boat,
and left the main land, for the Ifland, on which the
Caftle ftood. As we put off from the whaif,the peo-
ple ftanding on this, and the neighboring wharves,
gave three checrs—declarative of their fatisfaction,
in our leaving them, for a ftate of confinement. We
returned three cheers, immediately after ; endeav-
‘oring to retort their infult, by letting them under-
ftand, that we were alfo glad to leave them, even for
a ftate of confinement. '

We foon arrived on the ifland, were conveyed in-
to the Caftle, our irons taken off, and we left to
view the fituation, in which we were now confin-
ed. : ‘

This Ifland is fituated three miles below the
town “of Bofton, its figure being mearly circular,
containing eighteen or twenty acres of land. The
‘tnain channel of the river runs on the eaft{fide of
- -this ifland, very near the fhore, and not wider than
would- be fufficient for two veflels to fail up-a-breaft
—of courfe; the eaft fide of the iland is much the
-ftrongeft torrified. A platform extends the. great-
“er part of the-eaft fide, on which-are wounted can-
. non, twemy-four. and- thirty-two. pounders.  This

i ‘ ’ platform
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-platform s nearly the height of the. ifland,

Nearly on a level with the water, at tull tide, 1s a

. place where another tier of canpan were placed, du-

ring the time in which the Britifh had poffeflion ot
it ; but deftreyed by them, and never fince rebuilt.
The remaining part of the ifland is but very indif-

ferently guarded by foruifications. -

The buildings, when I came on to this ifland,
were the Governor’s houle, ftanding upon the moft
elevated (pot on the ifland, under which was what
was called the bum-proof, in which we were con—
fined ; a ftone magazine, barracks for the officers
and foldiers,and a biack{imith’s {hop.

Oan this 1fland I found a company of fifty fold-
Jers, commanded immediately by three officers, viz.
Is the firlt place, Lieutenant Perkins, formeily
holding the title of Major in the continental army.
Secondly, Licur. Treat, and thirdly,-Burbeck, hold-

ing an Enfign’s commuflion, if 1 mjtake not, and

.doing the duty of gunaer. The Lieuienant Gov-

ernor of the ftate, was Captain of this compa-

.ny. : :

When I firft came on 1o this ifland, there were in
all, only fixteen prifoners. The principle part of
them were kept ar work in the black{mith’s fhop.
The remainder did hittle or nothing.  Our provi-
fion was one pound of bread, and three fourths of a
pound of meat, per day.

The officers, who were in commiflion here, were
.of the following defcription, viz. Firft, major Per-

kins a man of about fix feet high, well propor-
_tioned, and ftrong built ; pofleft with qare, fideli-
-ty, and great attention to his duty, as .a military
character. He wasa man of fentiment and feeling,

--His courage was unsmpeachable,having tricd it my-
felf, as cthoroughly as was ncceffary to learn that

" circumftance : notwithftanding his perfonal cour-

age, he ftood in fuch fear of his fuperiors in focie-
. - . : ty
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ty, that he could not always maintain fuch a (targ
of independency, as to act himfelf. His military
education had taught him obedience to his fuperi~
ors, and he now maintained that principle, with a
degree of mechanical exactnefs. o

Major Perkins had a family living on the ifland
with him. This family confifted of Mrs, Perkins,
whofe amiable and compaflionate conduét has
left the moft grateful feelings in my heart, anda
number of children,-how many, 1 do not recol-
lect. ' ' '

Lieutenant Treat was a man about five feet ten
inches in height, trim built, and flender ; more ford
of appearing in the fafhion, with regard to his
drefs, the cock of his hat, &c. than he was to raife
the garrifon to the higheft pitch of military fame.
There was nothing very pofitive in his charalter.
He was by no means a bad man, and as for his
goodnefs, it did not appear with fuch eclat, as to
place him in a very confpicuous fituation in focie-
t . .
’ Enfign Burbeck, may be defcribed by compar-
ing him toa perulant boy, of about fourteen years
old, who had never been taught or reftrained by pa-
rental authority. He was more fond of his dogs,
than of any other fociety ; playing with them by
the day together,

Immediately after my confinement on this ifl—
and, I began to lock about, to fee whether a poffi-
bility for efcaping remained. I viewed the build-
ing in which I was confined. It was made of bricks,
the walls of which were five feet thick, laid in ce-
ment, which was much harder than the bricks

- themfelves.

1 fearched cvery corner for a {pot upon which I
could work, without dete@ion,-our room being
fearched every day, to fee whether the prifoners hag
made any attempr to break away. I, at, iength, hit

hit
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upon a place. There was a chimney at one end of
eur room, grated in a very ftrong manner, about
twelve feet above its funnel, which was fufficiently
large for a man to goup.  About three feet above
the mantel-piece of this firc-place, I concluded to
begin my operation. Here I could work, and not
have my labors difcovered, unlefs very critical
fearch was made up the chimney. I had not been
at work long, before I had made a beginning of a
hole fufficiently large to crawl through ; I then ook
a board, and blacking it like the chimney-back,
made it of the proper fize, and put it into the hole,
{o that the ftricteflt fcarch could produce no difcov-
ery. : :
ZI' he prifoners in the room with me were feven in
number. Thele prifoners were all turned out to
work, abourt {unrile, when the doors of the prifon
were again fhut, aud not opened again until 12 0’-
clock, when the prifoners came from work, and
continued half an hour: they were then taken
back again to work, and there remained unul {un-
fet. Therefore, { had as much as fixteen houts in
the twenty-four, in which 1 could work upon this
brick wall, which work 1 continued, with the moft
unremifting atteniion. :

The labor was incredible ! I could, in the fir(t
place, work only wiih & large nail--rubbing away
the bricks gradually, not daring to make the leaft
noile, left the fentries, who fivod round the prifon,
fhould overhear me at work, and thercby become
difcovered. One night 1 rubbed the bricks fo
hard, as to be overhcard by the fentry, ftanding on
the other fide of the wall. The alarm was imme=~
diately given, and the guard and ofiicers ruthed in-
to the room, to detect us in our operations.  For-
tunately, 1 overheard thefentry tell the fergeant of
the guard, thac Burroughs was playing the devil in
the jail. The fergeant ran to inform  the officers,

and
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and I had but juft time to put my board i ics

piace, and fet down to greafing my thoes, when the

officers entered, and with a great degree of ftern- .

. nefs, inquired wherelhwd sbeen at wark ? -1 told
them that [ had béen rubbiny fome hard foot off
the chimney, and grinding i¢ fine, to mix with the
greafe, and put on to my fhoes.  They lavghedat ™
my nicety about my fhoes, that I thowld with ror
fhck fhintng thoes in this fituazion.

Major Perkins, knowing . my inattentivenefs to
drefs, could not fo readily believe that blacking my
fhoes was the only obje@ in view : he, therefore,
madea very ftriét fearch for {ome other matter,
which fheuld account for the noife, the centry had
heard : but, aftera fruitlefs purfuit of fuch an ob.
je&, they gave over their fearch; concluding, that
one among the thoufand ﬂrange whims, which
marked my character, had prompred me to fev a-
bout blacking my {hoes, at that time. ’

After they were gone, L felt asftrong a difpofi-
tion to laugh at them, for the deception under
which they were labouring, as they did, whilft pref.

ent, to laugh at mre, for the whim ot gieating and
blac‘kmg my fhees. :

This temporary check was of the utrhoft impoert-
ance, in my further profecution of this bufineis. It
made me moe careful for the future, not 10 purfue
my labors with roo much impauent impetuofity, a
falling 1 ever was fubject to.”

The prifoners in,the room were merry, on the
occafion of my turning the fufpicien of the officers,
fo entircly from the real objeé, to another very for-
cign from it.  They thought it a manifeftation of -
ability, 1In fine, 1 had gained fuch an afcendency
over the prifoners, that they implicitly gaveup to
my opinion, in all our little matters : and more
particularly, when any contentions arofe among
them, I generally fucceeded in amicably terminat-

: lﬂg




[.177 ]

mg Lhe dnfﬁculty, without thc{r proceedmg to
“blows. .
My conduct towards all, I determined, thould be
. arked with the ftricteft 1mpamahty I'mot only
fatisficd my owa mind, in the bufinefs; but like—
wife tock the greateft pains to thew thcm, that I
. meant to be an impartial friend; towards all par-
“ties. Wheii they fell into dllputcs and bickerings,
-1 wou'd addrefs them to the following purport, viz.-
. % Gentlemen,” - (even the conviéts were fond of
good words, and would liften, when 1 callcd
them gentlemen, much fooner than when I addref-
fed them by a lefs clgvated epithet) ** our fituation,

you are all fenfible, is very miferable ; do the beft
" we can, it will not be tolerable : but when, in ad-
dition ro flavery; we render our fociety' hateful and
. irkfome to each other, by falling into broils and
wrangles, it then becomes a hell indeed, and an-
{wers the fifongeft with of our ianveterate fues. I
. know there are many. circumftances calculated to
harrafs and four ‘your mmds; to render you peevt(h'
. and perulant ; to make you at variance with the -
- whole race of mankind : but, to induige thefe fecl-
_ings, only renders your cafe worfe; rather than bet-
ter; u grauﬁcs your encmies, and ferves every, pur-
pofe, which they could defire : therefore, as wife
. men, I expec you will a&t with prudcncc with re-
~ gard to your own comforr, and to the views of chofc,
who with you ill.”

Even the gqnvxc”ts had reafon fufficient to hear
thefe arguments with artention; and they generdlly
praétlfc&’ accordmg, to this direCion : fo ftrong is
that principlg; in ail men; to liften to the voice ot
tncndﬂup

I determined to be more carcful in profccutmg’
my fabor on the wall, for the futurc,and check that
impatience; which often hurried me on, beyond the
, djchtcs of prudcnce 1 now wrought with the,

Y greateﬂ



( 178 ]
greateft caution, and made flow, but fure advancés,
After 1,had been employed in this bufinefs about a
~ week, I found I could work to greater advantage, if
I had 3 fmall iron crow ; therefore, I ordered one
of the prifoners, whio wrought in the fhop, to make
me one, about a'foot leng, and fharp at one end.
This he found an opportunity to do, undifcovered
by the overfeer, and brought it to me.

I found that with this crow, I could pry off half
4 brick at atime, witheut the lealt noife : after I
bad worn a hole with my nail, fufficiently large, to
thruft in my crow. The rubbifh which I took out
. of the wall, I put, every night, into a tub, ftanding
in our réom for neceflary occafions, and this was
. emptied by onc of the prifoners, every morning, into
© the water. - , o
. After I had labored with unceafing affiduity, for
~ two months, I found, one night, afcer I had pried a-
" way a brick, that I could run my arm out of the
prifon, into the open air. This circumftance made
_ my heart leap with joy. Afterfuch alength of la-
_ bor, to find my toils crowned with fuch apparent
fuccefs, gave me a tone of pleafure, of which vou
can have no idea.
- Upon examination, I found the breach through

the wall, was juft below a covered way, fo that it
would rémain unfeen, in the day-time, unlefs dif-
" covered by fome accident. I had meafured the
height of the covered way, by a geometrical opera~-
. tion,-not being permitted to come near it : and this
was doné¢ with an inftrument made by my penknife.
That penknife which had done me fuch excellent
" fervice in Northampton jail.
~ When the prifoners {aw my meafurernent was ex-
a@, their idea of my profound knowledge was great-
- 1v raifed ; and they appeared to entertain the moft
fanguine aflurance, that their liberty was certain;
when their operations were direéted under my aul-
pices. . After
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After I had found the hele through the wall was
gatirely fecreted by the covered way, I proceed o
make it fufficiently large to pafs through.

After all this was accomplithed, one difficulty
@till remained. The centry ftanding on the cover-
cd way, would undoubtedly hear us in going out at
this hole ; and moreover, if we fhould be fo fortu-
patcas to get, unheard, into the covered way, yet
we mult come out ofthat within five feet ot the.
place, where he ftood ; and therefore, could not pre-
‘vent a difcovery.
" Under thele circomftances, we found it nece{"ary
to lie guxcx, until fome rimy night thould remove
thc centry from his ftand on the covered way, to

¢ place of thelter. This was generally the cafe,

when the weather was foul,or uncomfortable, unlefs
fome fpecial caufe fhould detain him fo this partic-
ular {pot. I recollé, that foon afier the officérs
had found me blackmg my fhoes with foot, the cen-
tinels kept their poft, nvanabiy, on the covered
way,in every | kind of weather ; but they had,by this
time, become more at ‘eafe in their zcehngs and
confequently, would, at fuch time, retire’into an al--

‘}ry, leading tnrough 'the bomb-proof

CHAP. XVILL.

£ Where wow my phrenzy’s 9mpow fumm:re 4
#4¢ The cob-aweb catrage, awith its ragged wall
“ 7_/’ mouldering mud, is royalty to me !
be Spider’s mofl artenuated thiead
"' Is cord, is cable, 1o man's tender tie ,
“On mﬂbly Hy't ; it ﬁrmh at evesy | 6:’:&:

E did not wait many days fot the happy mo- -
ment, before we heard thc fentry Jeave his:*
ftation on the covered way, and enter the allcy, for
fhelter. from the rain.

About 110 clock at right,I made the r;ccﬂ':{r" it
' arrangements
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arrangements, for the expedition. T'he Mind be.
ing in a circular form, I ofdered feven men to go-
round it to the fouth, whilft 1 went round
tathe north. The reafon, why 1 did this; was of
the following nature, viz. Fhere was a wharf on’
the weftern fhore of this ifland, where the: boats'
were kept, and a fentry placed over them. ’

It was ncccﬂary, aftcr we had cfcaped out of the'
bomb-proof, to procure a boar, in order to tranf-
port ourfelves off the ifland’; and as theré were’
bone, except what were 1mmcd1ately under the eye
of the fentry, the only altcmauvc, which ;emamed
was to make the fentry a prifoner, and carry him
off with us. .
- As this was a bufinefs, in which fome nicety of
condu@ was neceflary, 1 chofe 1o truft no one to
execute ir,but myfelf; and therefore, ordered the
feven pnfoncrs round the ifland, a different way,
from what I went myfelf, and directed them to ad-
vance to within fiftcen rods of the centinel, and'
make a noife, fufficient to artract his atiention to-
wards them. = This would bring the fentry between
mc and the other feven prifoners; and when he’
was turned towards them, 1 fhould be at his back.

Having made thefe arrangements, all the prifos-
ers, filently, crawled out of the hole, following them
myfclf as foon as I faw they all had pafled, without
any accident.”’ We all met at the fpot appointed.
T told the men o be cauticus,hot to be'ina hurry—
not to be in any purturbation—but to proceed Tei-
{urely and confiderately, to the fpot appointed.. I
told them to be five minutes in gerting to the fpot.-
I then left them. 1 haftered round, and drrived as
near to'the’ fcntry as I thought pmdcnt abeut one
minute and an half,before I heard the noife fromtire
other men. At the noife, the fentry turned, and
hailed, * Who comes there ”° No anfwer was’

madg. Immcdlatcly on fcemg the axténﬂon of the
' femry
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{entry turned “from me; 1 arofe from my pofition:
flat on the ground, and advanced as near.as twenty.
feer, and- lay down again. Immediately. the noife:
from the feven men was. again renewed--and the
fertry’s attention was fixed to the object of the noife.

© Heagain hailed,in a very peremptory manner, coc-

ked his gun, and 'made ready to fire.

By this time, 1 had arifen from the ground, and.
advanced to within about eight feet of the fentry,.
when I heard the piece cock, and faw bim. prefent:
it ! | immediatcly darted at:him, feized him ip an.
inftant, and  clapped my hand over bis. mouth, to.
prevent him from making a noile, which fhould-a-.
Jarm the other foldiers onguard. When I firft laid:
hold of him, he ftarted-—and attempted to get from.
me, making a-noife through his nofe, as though ve-~
ry much tecrified : crying “eh ! eh! eh I L
told tam. that the leafl noife from him fhauld pro-.
duce inftant deathy that I would rip his guts out,,
the firft moment he proved refractory.

After 1 .had fufficiently terrified him, 1 took my.
hand from his mouth, znd told him that no harm:
thould befal him, fo leng as he behaved in a peacea-
ble manner. I took his gun and cartridge-box from.
him. - -

. ~The other prifoners now coming tip, we all want

into the barge, carrying ten oars, and put off..

It was now about half an: hour pat™ twelve, at
night, it being extremely dark and rainy, and noth~
ing to fteer by, except mere conjeture. We were
ignorant of the time of tide, whether it was ebbing
or flowing ; ‘and confequently could not tell which
way we drifted ;. however, we determined to row
until we came to fome land. . .

1 {et myfelf in the ftern fheets, fteering the boat,

Richards, the fentry, fet in the bottom of the boar, -

between my legs.  The gun with the fixed bayo-

net lay by me, and the cartridge-box hanging by
: - -my
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my fide. The other men were at their oars, row,
ing the boat. We had proceeded about far enough,
as we judged, to be in’the middle of the channel,
between the ifland. and Dorchefter, whether we
meant to direct our courfe.

It was now demanded of me, by one of the men,
who fat forward, rowing the boat, what I meant to
do with Richards? As ] did not know whese we
‘thould in fa&t Jand, I was undetermined in my own
mind, what [ fhould do with him, when ] came to
Jand, and gave an anfwer to that amount. The per-
fon afking this queftion, looking upon his efcape as
certain, began to put on airs of confequence, and
anfwered me in a farcaftical manner, ¢ well, Cap-
tain Burroughs, as you have had the command until
you do not know what to do, it is beft for fome oth-.
er perfon to take it, who doés know what to do ;”
and then turning himfelf to Richards, continued his
difcourfe, * and as for you, Mr. Ri,ch’ards, yowll
pleafe to walk overboard, that we may not, after
this, hear any of your tales told to your brother
fwads*. If you walk over without fufs, it is well,
if not, you fhall be thrown over, tied neck and
heels.” ' - C

When I heard this infolent treatmenr, and daf-
tardly language, I could hardly conceive what it
meant. ' ' ’

- Unprovokedly to throw Richards into the water,
was a manifeftation of a language of the heart,which
appeared to me fo unnatural,” that I.could not be-
lieve the perfon ufing it, to be ferious. Yet I could
not conceive any propriety in ufing it in any other
light. Richards himfelf was terrified. He began
to fupplicate me, in the moft moving terms, to fave
him from the deftru&ion, which was ready to fall

‘upon him. - '

His entreaties made {uch an impreffion upon my

c ) © mind -
# A cant woid fignitying foldiers. B
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titind, that T fhould have given him my affiftance;
if 1 had been oppofed by every man in the boat :
however, I did not yet believe, be was in that de-
gree of danger, which he appeared to apprehend ;
but was foon undeceived by the threc forward hands
fhipping their oars, and coming aft.

I endeavored to expoftulate, but to no effect. 1
faw they were refolutely bent on - their diabolical

- parpofe ! Ifaw the difpofition of the infernals pic-

wured in their operations. I let go the helm, ftarted

- up, and fwore by the ALMIGHTY, that J’d fend

the firft to hell, who dared lay a hand on Rich-
ards. The poor fellow, at this fime, lay in the
bottom of the boat, trembling with agony, and cry-
ing in the moft piteous manner. The blood flew
quick through my veins. The-plaintive cries - of
Richards vibrated upon my heart, and braced eve-

" ry nerve. At this mement the firft villain, who had

propofed this infernal plan, laid hold of me by the

~ thoulder, to prevent my interpofing between Rich-

ards and the others, who were about throwing him
overboard.

When I found his hand gripping my fhoulder, I
immediately reached my arm over his back, caught
him by the waift-band ot his breeches, and dathed

- him to the bottom af the boat. The moment of

my laying hold of him, I determined to throw him
into the fea, and why 1 did not, I have never fince
been able to tell. .. After I had thrown him into the
bottom of the boat, 1 caught the gun, on which was-
a bayonet fixed ; this I brought to a charge, and

" made a pufh at the man neareft me, who drew back

«—took his fear at the oar—when all again was qui-
et. ‘ :

We continued rowing, until we ftruck faft on the

ground, buct could fee noland. We left the boat

and waded about, until we dilcovered the fhore.

When we came to the land, we could not determine,
on



[ 84 )

~on what plice we had fallen.  We weie foon fatil-
. fied, however, by the drum en the Caftle, b(aung
the long-roll, and immediately after, beating to-
arms. Ve heard the alarm in that direction, which
plainly pointed out, that we were fomewhere near
Dorchefter-Point.  We faw the Caftle in an uproar,
- and all the fignals of alarm, which are ufually made
on fuch occafions.

After we had found where we were,the three men,
who engaged in throwing Richards overboard, left
us, and went away together. I then told Rlchards,
- that e might go where he pleafed—that e muft
- be fcnﬁble I had faved. his lite,-even at the rifk .of
- my own j therefore, the didtates of gratitude would
- teach hini a line of conduc, which would not mili-

tate agairit my efcape. This he promifed in the
~ moft folemn manner. He was warm in his expref-
- fions of gratitude towards me. I believed him fin*
cere—He departed.—
Ini this tranfaction, I efijoyed a fenfation of pleaf-
uie very exquifite. Toreceive the tribute of a grate-
ful heart, flowing from a ftream of fincerity; was a
- circumftance, which, in a meafure, counterbalanc-
: ed many evils, whlch I had experienced.

“Wehad all loft our fhoes in the mud; in getting
to dry land ; therefore, had 10 travel barc-footed
- 1t was the fpace of an hour and a half, after we had
landed, before we found the way off this poim of
land ; the night being extremely dark, and we all
fhangers to the ground.

After we had found the road, I told the four
- men, who were with me, that the better wdy wouid
e to feparate, and every man fhift for himfelf.
This obfervation ttruck a damp upon ail, who were
. with me—they entreated me to tarry with them, un-
til the night following, when they could have a ber-
tér chance of getting clear of the country, without
d-ctcébon 1—they fcared fallmg into the hands of

their
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«ghéilj'imducrs, if 1 left them. They felt a certain~
ty of efcape, if I remained with them. . =
My compaflion was moved, and 1 aéted direétly
“contraty trom what, [ kmew,was according toa fyf--
.tem of prudence. We agreed to remain all togeth-

er, until the nextnight, -~
The day began 1o dawn; and we found it necefla-
ry to Jook after fome place, to which we could re- .
- uire; from the obfeyvation of the inhabitants, all the.
men, cxcept myfelf, being drefled in the uniform of
the Caftle, and of courfe; would be noticed by the
firft obferver. Seme propofed retiring into a
fwamp; and fecreting ourfelves in its dark recefles ;
fome propofed the plan of goinginto the the firft
grove of woods, and climbing up to the top of fome
trees, and {ecuring ourfelves that way.: To thefe
propofals I made the following reply : « it is like-
1y, thar as foon s day light has fairly dppeared, the .
inhabitants of the country will be alarmed; and
warm purfuit will be made after us ; and every
place, where the inhabitants will think it likely that
we fhould hide;-will be - fearched by them, in the
moft critical manner. No places will be
fought more thoroughly than thick fwamps; and
high bufhy trees : therefore; it will be our beft way
to hide where the people will not - look after us, if
fuch a place may be found. For my own part, I
had rather take my chance, under prefent circum-
frances, in the open ficld; than in a fwamp; or at the
top of a tree.

_ The objects of the fwamp and woods were imme-
diately relinquifhed; and they ali feemed content to
leave the matter to my, judgment entirely,. We
travelled on with rapidity about gpe mile further;
and then came into a little thicket of houfes, and a
barn ftanding immediately on the road ameng them
—this barn we all entered; and found two mows of

hay. , S
Z - 1§
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_ Yafcended ore mow, and having taken up'the hay
by flakes, near the fidc of the barr, to the depth of
fix feet— hreé of us went down,-ard the hay fell
back ia:o its former fituation, covering us entifely
over at the fame time. -1 had ordered .the other
two to goon to the other mow, and do as thé¢y had .
‘feen me.  They accordingly went, and 1 fuppofed
all fecure. - ' ’ C

"Nor long afier this, there came a number of wo-

men into the barn, to milk the cows. Soon after, I
heard children round the barn, asthough they were
'in purfuit of fomething with adog. I foon found
that a fkunk was their objedt, under the bain.
‘However, when the women had finithed milking
their cows, the children were all orderdd into the
houle, this day being Sunday.

To my aftonithment and furprife, the two men,

who had gone on to the other mow, now came-o-
~ver where 1 was, and told me, they could not find a
place to hide , “ and indeed,”” faid they, * we do
not like to be fo far off, for it appears te us, that we
fhall be taken, if we are !> How I felt under this
“fituation you will reuadily conceive, by fuppofing
yourfelf in my place, and people expected 1nto the
barn every minute to fodder their cattle ! I jump-
ped out of my place, told them to lie downina
moment, covered them over with hay; and-return-
‘ed into my place, juft as the young men came into
the barn, to take care of their cattle.

_ came on to the mow where we were lying, -
‘and Yook the hay from it, for their cows ; but made
“nio difcovery :* and yet, notwithftanding all-this; one
‘of our men, by the name ot Burrel, whom I had
covered over with hay, was afleep, before the young
-men went oat of the bagn, and fnered fo loud, as to
Be'heard ;- but the mea did not know what noile it
-Was, nior where¢ it catwe froni. ' 4

JImmiediatcly ateer thele men had left the barn,

- ' again




[ 38y} .

23&in jumpped out of my hole, went to-Burrel,who
‘had uncovered his head entirely, waked him, and
‘expoftulated with him,in the, fevereft terms. ¢ This
4s the confequence,”” faid T # of attending to your
‘requeft of remaining with you. :Your own heedlefs
. difpofition, not only expofes yourfelf to- be found,
“but likewife involves 'me in the fame danger. . Is it
2 matter of fuch indifference to you whether you are

~‘again taken, that you can tamely and calmly {all a

Sleep, at the moment when you are furraunded with
“danger? - e : |
"~ * 1 noregard 1o your own faféty will influence
_you on thig occafion, yet,I fhould fuppofe you might
pay fome attention to my welfare, fccing it was by
‘your earneft entreaty | continued with you, being
influenced by no other motive than compaffion to-
wiards you, If nothing elfe will anfwer, I will have
yecourfe to the means which are in my power; and
i1 find you  afleepagain, I will pofitively put you
‘todeath; and this 1 think will be entirely juft, if
no other mealyre will anfwer to enfure my fafe-
tpor o i _
- 1 was of opinjon this threat would anlwer the
purpofe, for which it was intended, viz. that fear
would operate upon -him {5 ftrongly, as to prevent .
his fleeping in fuch a fituation for the future.
" We lay quiet all the forenéon, without any acci-
~dent: during this time, [ endeavored.to make fome
arrangements in my own mind,for my futureconduct.
‘I concludéd, that | fhould be able to reich the flate
of Rhode-1fla1d|5y the next morning, when 1 fhould
‘be no longer obliged to travel under cover cf the -
night. ‘Waen 1 could, again, mix with focie:y,
- wichout ‘viewing them as my open and declared en-
i 2 T 2 Iy opd ceaIeG.cn-
" 'We heard the various bells ringing at Dorchel-
ter meeting-houfes, for the exercifes of the day.
The forenoon meeting was finifhed, and the fi.t
’ ST - bell
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bcll for the exercifes of the afternoon, was rmg-
ing, when a number of men ¢ame into the barn, tq
put a horfe into the chaife, ftanding on the barn-
floor. ' The ftreets were full of people going to the
meeting-houfe. A number ot children came like-
wife ifito the barn, with the men, ;md climbed. on
to the mow, where we lay fecreted, looking for
hens’ nefts. At this moment Burrel begam again to
fnore, which brought the ‘children lmmcdlatoly to.
the fpot where he lay, apd, his head being uneov-
ered, thcy faw. it, and cried out, * Daddy, Daddv,
* here’s the fkunk ! here’s the fkunk !"* It bardly ap-
peared credible to the old gcntlcman, that a fkunk
fhould be on the hay-mow, he therefote manifeft.
ed fome doubt, as to his children’s report, but they
were dctcrmmed he fhould believe thcm,and affirm.
ed it again with warmth * it ccrtamly is'a Ikunk
Daddy, for it has got ears.”” -

The peculiar manner, in which this was uttercd
. made the people, on the barn-floor, think fome— :

thing uncommon was there. They accordlngly al-
cended the mow, to the number of eight or nine,
in order to fatisfy themfelves concerning “this mat-
ter. By this time Burrel awaking, faw he wag
difcovered, and began to pull the hay over his head: -
‘Thofe, whe were on the mow, faw it, and were now
convinced, that the children,in fa&, ha feen fome-
thing, that ’had ears. They took the pitch.fork and
moved the hay, which lay over thefe tvo men, and
immediately faw that they were convicts, efcaped
the preceding night, from the Caftle.
- The barn wasnftantly' filled with people from
the ftreet, on the alarm’s being given of thefe men.

Through the whole fcene, trom the firft opening
of the barn by the men, who were about putting the
horfe into the chaife, till this time,my feelings were
of the keeneft kind. When 1 had fucceeded withall
my plans for cfcapc thus far, when Ihad endured,

with
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with fo much patience, a courfe of fuch incredible
labor. as what I performed in breaking throughthe
bomb-proof ; when I had, furthermore, overcouse
the difficulties of making the fentry a prifoner, of

. preferving him from death, of finding the land- we

fought, through the thickeft thades of pight, and the:
uncertainty of being drifted out of our courfe by
adverfe tides ; and then by a retrograde courfe of

" jncidents, to be deprived of the objeci, to which all

thel= labors were directed, was a profpect which fil-
Jed my mind with the keeneft anxiety, and kept my -
fears in a perpetual ftate of alarm. ~ .. '
 Burrel-'was a man of great ftupidity, and 1 feared
his fenfelefs conduét more than any thing elfe. You -
will wonder at my continumg with him ! I wonder .
atit myfelf., My weak fide was an inconfiderate
compiffion. Idid continue with him, and too late’

- I faw myepror. However, I actea the foolith part

in another refped, viz. "by not taking him into the
hole with me, where I could have kept him perpet-
ually under my eye. He was very dilagreeable,and

“the'obje@ of being freed trom a momentary incon-

venience was fo powerful on my mind, at that

. time, that for this paltry confideration, I lofl my

liberty for more than two years.
1 heard the children around the hay-mow, with
the utmoft pain.” 1 heard Burrel’s: fnoring, with

- indignation and horror ! I now almoft gave myfelf

over for loft ! But what were my fenfations when
the people afcended the mow and difcovered thefe
two ‘conviéts, plainly {eeing who they were by their
drefs. - oo
However, all - hope of efcape was rot loft. 1
thought it yet poffible to remain " undifcovered, if
the two convicts behaved with any prodence, fee-
ing we were fo far under the hay.  The queftion
was afked, “ what had become of the other prifon-

Vgr-s', who had made thgif efcape ?* Lurrel anfwered

- ‘that
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Ahat he fhoold not tell, « butifthey were any wheeg
in thac barn, they are right down there,” pointing
with his finger to the fpot where we 1n fa&t were.,
. ‘With this information, they began the fearch again,
pltchirg the hay from the fpot, till they came down
to the place, where we had beep fecreted.
The teeble twig, upon which my laft hopes re-
maitied, was now broken,'snd | funk into a flate’ of
célpair.  All my ford Hopcs were loft in a no-
‘ment, and J found myfclf only fallen into 2 1gtﬂtt: of
‘grreater writchednefs, in the room of being ls ated
ifrom my former mxfcr) — Is this the reward’” faid
'] to the inhabitants, for faving one of your. rumbes,
*but a fhort time tince, from the devouring Jaws ot
'death, ready todwallow himup? Buta hutle time
fince; he flood in reed of my pity. 1 grantéd him
that compafﬁon, which patyre Has taught p'ic ‘1o
fhew. Inow ftand in need of your pity ; will you
ot grant, what you, in a like fituation, would re-
queft ? Remember thae this “orld is a figre of reyels
Feiion.-—You may yet fee the time in which yob
. vvull want the exercife of compaflion, even f:om me,

. Siowever improbable the prefent appearaace.” Yoy

“would then lament not bhaving fhewn that’ compaﬁ-
finn, which you would ftand in need of yourfelves. *
' - “You can fiardly imagine that my efcape canpro-
duce any injury'to you. [ {hall leave you,and u
ipever return 1o 3 placc, where 1 mlght hc m dan.
ger of confiaement, -
* “You,who are parents, may have chnldrcn in my
fiudtion.  Wauld rot your hearts yearn with
compaflion towards a child in my condition }
AVould not you fecel the moft earncft defire," thay
{nme breafl, foftened by the tender emotzons of com-
~pafiion, wouid fay-unto your child go;’ enjoy the
blefling, which nature beftows ; wontan in the
s reams of Libertv, and celebrate the day of jubilee ?

\X’ wld Pt the ﬂmng cmnnone of grutitude firg -

your *

o ——
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- foist heart, towards fuch a benevalent part 6f - crés

ation.— Would not {uch a compafiionate action ap~
pear 1o you more lovely than'the beauties of the
morning ; miore glorious than the {un iy his majcl+. -
tv ? this,; furely you would fay, is a marradoun ot
Deity ; a fpark of the fic of love, manifeflcd by
nawre’s God in the daily difpenfaiions of iuts prov-
idence to man.”’

All my entreaties were to no cffect.  The wiinds
of people were fo fortified againtt every obfervaticy,
which [ made, that the ideas-of pity -of compaflicu
were fhut entirely out,—They knew not vy feei-
ings, therefore could not judge, with regard 1o thas

.concud, which I thought they ought 1o exccciic
‘towards me. -They had never ‘been in iy liyu-

tion, hence could not view it in us proper lighe,
We were all carried to a public houle, and kepet
there, until a guard came fromthe ifland and coa-
ducted us back again, S
- Immediately upon our landiag upon the ifland, |

‘was orderedintoirons.  This was a circumitance

proving the ideas exiting here, of iny being wi
foul of every encerprife ; and indeed, they had

-pretty good evidence to found their vpinion upon,
-confidesing that I was the only perfon retnaining

in the room, out ot which we. efcaped, through ta

.day, without being turned 1nto the fhiop to wors ;

and their recollecting the circumftance, hkewile, of.
blacking my thoes with foot, in order ro accoun:
for the noife which the centry: had formeriy heard ;
the reafon of che noife being now more clearly uii~ |
derftood than - foermerly. : o

The next morning we were all fummoned with
great pomp and ceremony before the three officers,
fitting as a court martial,* and there hearg an c.
aumeration of cthe crimes laid te oyr chargd, which

_ » amonaied
_ ®*The law of the fate of Mifluchulctts making Caftle Iflend a place for
‘the confinement of Coavills, had fuhjefed thea 1o magicl law while
scmaining thercs o
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amounted to five in nnmber viz. firft, breaking thé
Jail fecond,carrying the céntry from- his poft ; third; -
taking the arms and awnnifunition of the garrifon and
-. carrying them away ; fourth, taking the boat be-
longing to the garrifon and carrying it off the ifl- -
and ; fifth; and laftly; deférting from our ftaie of
confinement. , . .

Of all thefe crites we weré found guilty, and re-
ceived fentence of thirty-nine firipes for éach; with
the cat-o’ninectails; amounting in ail 1o ofie hundred
and ninety five lafhes ;. we howéever obtained a re-
mifflion of ninety five; and received one hundred
only, the next day at fun fitting. : .

+The three prifoners,who went away by themf{elves;
were likewife this day retaken and brought onto
‘the ifland, tried and fentenced ; theréfore at fun-
fetting, there were eight of us brought to the whip-
ping poft, ftripped and punifhed according to the
fentence. , )

. The centry, whom we had made prifoner, had re-
wurned onto the ifland, the morning after his cap-
tivity, and had given a very juft relation of the e-
vents which had taken place, while he was our prif-
oner ; of confequence; when the punithment was
infli¢ted on me, it wasa name rathér than a realiry.
The others, and more particularly three of them,
were punithed with great feverity, the fleth flying
off at cvery ftroke. '

. CHAP. XIX.

’ Eacl)antiag pléafurt dances in our_ﬁ:éﬁ;t," o
And tempts us foraward by a treach'rons light..
But awhile thy flattering fmiles, eur thoughts inflame,
Thingh prov’ft te us a mere fantaftic néme, :
A fair delufion énd a pléafing cheat,

-4 gaudy vifin and @ fuft deccite

I FOUND that my humanity to Richards had
. madc apartial impreflion, in my faver, upon

' - the
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the minds of people in the towns contiguous ; but
this impreflion was foon loft in forgetfulnefs, and no .
mere remembered, when the event was a little re- |
moved trom view; by the hand of time. You may
now hear my name mentioned 4 thoufand times, to-
gether with a thoufand circumftances refpecting my |
adventures thirough life; without eer hearing the.
leaft mention made of this cnrcumﬂancc, thougﬁ
the fact was a matter of as much notoriety, as any
event of my life.  You may hear. the mouths of
people filled with angcdotes relating to me, of the.,
difagreeable kind, through all parts of the country |
—nay, more,-all the reports which have cn‘culat-.
ed through the ‘world, for many years paft, of that_
fpecies, which ferves to place the charader in a vi-’
cious point of view, have been placed ta my ac-,
~count, and are now _ related as facts not admittin
the leaft doubt. . Hence, the anecdote of the watcﬁ
and elothes ftolen from: the Clergyman, &c. &s.,
form a detail too long for me to infert in this nar-
rartion.. It has ever appeared, that an ungenerous’
principle has influenced mankind to relate the dark
circumftinces; which have compofed my chara&cr
—and that they have fhrunk from the relation of
any facts, which have: worn the appearance of my,
. being clothed with humanity, as though the mo{t"
baleful : poifon-was attendant on fuch a. relation.,
Such a fondnefs is there in the human heart, tor
bring into view, fuch circumftances, in the charac-
ter of cthers, as wnll exalt themfelves, ina compar=,
ifon between their own condud and that of oth-
ers.

. About this nmc, the Ihops ‘wete ﬁttcd up, {uﬂi-
cient ta receive-all the prifoners,, wuh conveniencies.
for making nails,. . lhcrcforc, L-was put.to work in
in.the.fhops, and taught, to manufacture nails ; but:
the .leflons which I reccwcd hcre, had but llttle
eftect upon my progrcg in acquiting thls noble.

. “art
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art, That unaccountable ftupidity, which I evet
pbffet, "had an ‘unufual influence upon me, at this
time. It is true, 1 could make a nail, equal to any
thing you ever faw, of the kind, in beauty and ele-
gance ; butthe flownefs with which T executed this,
was a circumftance of great complaint by the over-
féer,-not being *able to finifli more than'five in a
day ; which coft more. than tentimes the value of
the nails, in coal and iron : therefore, it way deter-
mined, that [ fhould be more expeditious in my
work, 'T obeyed the commands of thofe, who were
over me. 1 made, the next day, five hun-
dred nails ; but they had as many heads and horns;
as the beat we read of in Scripture.”

~ This did not aniwer the purpofe intended. [
was reprimanded in fevere terms, but all did net
fignify. When I made good nails, 1 could not o-
vergd five in a day, and when I made more, they
wereas varied, in form and magnitude, as the rag-
ged rocks upon the mountains. )

" Fhe plain truth of the bufinefs was here: I view-
«d’the tranfations of the government towards me,
to be enemical and cruel. 1 felt nohe of that con-
fidencein her treatment, which a child ought 1o feel
towards the government of a kind parent. 1 confi-
dered that fhe had declared open’war againft me;
and would take every opportunity to opprefs me,
Under this view of matters, [ meant- to make thofe
arrangements, iir my conduct,’ which we fee one
- mation making in their conduct, towards anoth¢r,
with whem they are atopen war, -+ Co
. Whether 1 had juft grounds 10 view matters in-

this light, I leave to-your own- judgment ; mean-
ing, with'regard 1o thar, only to relate fimple facls.:

Frue ic was, I'had 'fuﬂ"cr‘edimh& unufual,.cruel; and:
* Hlegal punifhments, fince t had been under the dif--
Pleaiure’of the government ;' bur whether the odi--
vm ought to-be thrownon-individuals-or the gov=
o ' ernment
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atnment, 1 leave for you to judge: I knaw my

fituation did not admit - of that coal and rational
thinking upon thefe fubjeéts, which real juftice re-
quired : however, iy defign i not ro juflify that
Jine of conduct,which ougbr nat to be juttified ; hei-

ther do liatend to ¢rimtnate that conduct, which I

think juftifiable ; becaufe fomc mxght h: plgafcd %0
Lriminate it themfelves. : © .

Viewing mattersas:I ahen did, 1 wanctmmmed
to withftand every effort; whichimy overfeers thould
make, to render me profitable in my fitvatien ; and
how far I fucceeded, in my undertakings, you will
be-able to judge, by.the after relation. .

About this«ime, the prifaners, whom 1 deftin.

Northampton, for trial,.came.on to the [fland, ac~
cording to their fentence, viz. Philips, Warner, Ro-

gcrs and a numbzt of gtbus, whofe names. 1 havc

orgotten, - -
I was de{ermmcd to defeat the buﬁnd's of mak-

ing nails, entirely : and, accordmgl,y/, emercd intoa

plan for that purpofe.’

- There was a large well about 'ﬂx roda fmm the
thop, to which we ufed to repair for water.. The
well was twenty.feet deep, .and the water generally
near the top.. - We.took-our nail-rods, broke them
in pieces, put them into the water-pajd, carried them
to the well, and flung them-intg the water.  This
we commucd for the {pace of three weeks,- untll the

-well was nearly filled with iron. ..The return of

nails did not half pay for the firft coﬁ of the rods, fo
that the commiflary was determined to fend no
more rods to the ifland ; fuppoﬁng it a wafte of the
public property. Howcver, the oyerfeer urged an-
other trial, .and the commiffary, with . reludtance,
confented to fend down 2 {fmall quansity of nail-
rods, for the laft trial. This ciscumftance, 1 was
informed of, by the boat-men, .who went after the

gogs : I th;xefoxc, exhorted the prifoners, to ftand
this
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this laft 1rial, with conrage and perfeverance. They
univerfally pronufcd 1o remain inviolate to thew
truft, and 1 pleafed myicli wu;h thc fpecdy acoun-
-ph{hmcn: of my plan.-

- The-univerfal cxcufe of thc pnfoncrs, ﬁ;f ROL Fe- -
turning more nails, for the iron which they had. re-
-ceived, was their inability. . They conftantly infi&-
ed upon it, that thcy could pot make mors-pails out
.of the 1ron—--all agreeing in 1one. excufe, and. all re-.
turning much the fame quantity-of mails, in propor-
tion to the iron they received ; it was thought ‘that .
the bufinefs wouid not anfwcr its defign : and,
therefore, was about being dropped. th; the o-
verfeer was minded to try one more experiment, to
-fee whether the bufinefs - would ‘bear a proﬁ:, or
-whether it-would not.

‘Thd law, regulating the treatment towuds con-
victs, on the Caltle, had ftri¢tly prohibited the al-
lowance “of fpiritous liquors, under any. confidgra-
‘tion : 'therefore, many, who'had been forgnerly. great
drunkards, were now wholly. debarsed their favor-
‘ite enjoyment : and mogeover, being -fo. long hab-
dtuated to ‘immederate drinking, and beipg - now
wholly- deprif@) of the.ufe of it, they had experienc-
ed, in reality, temporary.inconvepiences, with
‘regard to thel®Qeslth; as well as to the. cravings of
appetite undatiffled. - Hence, the profpect.of fpir-

“itous lxqum, to. thefe, would have a very pewerful
effeét. This the overfeer. was fenfible of ;-and, a¢-
demgiy, offered a gillk of: rum, to. every one, who
fhould'; return fo many hads, cut of ﬁ.u:h 3 wclghi of
‘ron,

-This bm I faw L cxpoﬁulated w1th thc men,
.tobeware of the treachery. 1ufed every argument
in my ipower, to:convince them of the necefiity of
-vhis felfidenial N endeavored:to. fhew them, that far
from kindnefs; this .rum was offered them, as the
~moﬂ hta! poxfon they ¢ould.drink.  They, wereall

CORvince
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convinced, and aﬂ'fcethcd ‘refclure’ro rput ia prac-
tice my advice - Biit; when the n.m was brought in-
10 the thop, and they faw' the lJrecxous morfel be
" fore thcﬂ'l’ they fainted undcr the trial | They could

_not fefift the semptafion! They weighed the iron,

“and returned the full tale of nails :—they drank the
deligious liquid.,. ‘They returned into the prifon
".with exulta,non—thcy were rich—:hey felt far ex-
_ altcd abovc my fityation ——bemg ablé 1o gain a
' glll of rym a day, wheregs, I was unable to per form
“one teieh part of the rafk rcqmrcd
s« Now ” faid they, * we fhall be able to earn a
glll Of rum eyery- da{j"’ "This appeared fo great a
“flate of happinefs,when compared with what their
cCafe had been, that they werealmoft contented with
their fituation, They began to dcfplfe my wifdom
—to think that my head did not contajn fo much,
.as they were befere ificlined to believe ic did. Thev,

.

'cxultmgly,(and, s« This never would have been the

ﬁ:afe, if we_ had followed your advice. . We muft
‘have a littlé fenfe, now and then, as well as you, all
‘thetime.” 1 had no difpofition to contradict thefe
haughly Patriciang,—* Perhaps, faid. I, before to-
_MOorrow morning, you may .find vour(clves {unken
.t your ‘former Plebeian ftate of fervile wretchec-
.ncfs.”” | had rathey fee the operation of fuch pro-
faund penetration, than undeuakc ta contradict

“one of thefe nghts of the Por, with all -his great-

"nefls, armed capapee.  1lay down in forrow, repcat-
~'ing the following words of Young, asa lullaby ta
_looth my dxfappomtcd feclmgs ; : ..

T qo a, twb ﬂtp‘ ~dame Nature fo fevgre 4’ . :

« W'b] throw afede thy mafler-picce b, aj;f awronght, .+

s« While meaner efforts thy laff band employ ?. ’

-« §¢ au:ﬁ ﬂwu sfiiné? is complese, .‘

. Swift inflin? :-—/Iowrmju ebly climbs.

© 0 Brutes Joom their menith mcb—-t‘i:lr listle all -
768 Floaws.in ab.omceyvein. ages :bcy %0 tmore
L wa,orb, ar cowet, or oyope—

 Wire
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** Were men ts live co-eqnal withthe My, <
** The Patriasch-pupil awould be learning pill ¢
¢ Yet, dyixg, leaves his leffon Balf unlearnt,” ’

~ AFTER the ptifoners had performed their tafk
“te next day, and retarned their nails in full tales
‘to their aftonithinent and fore mortification, they
found no rum ivas to be ‘dezlt’'cut 1o them.  They
‘madc application for it, but received in return’ the
‘bittereft repraaches, and heavy cutfes.  They were
given to underftand that "they fhould now do their
tafks,~and that tooy without a reward, I.found,.
when they were fhut into the prifon, at nighr, that
“they had fallen greatly from their ftate of exalta-
tion, whichi they felt the night" preceding, " They
were, now, not {o rich;:f6 great,-nor fo wife,-The;
cotild now fee the propriety of my expoftulations’s:
but alas ! they faw it too late, oo T
' Secing the fuccefs of this cxperiment had fuchs
Dalutary effe;in dif¢overing the real caufe why the -
~prifoners had not been more profitable in their la-
bors, the overfeer thought “16 make me change my
plan of condyc, as' much a4 'the others had chang-
_ed theirs :—but, in this attempt, he' found me pof-
{efling what the Weft Tndia-Planter would call fol-
lenncfs, or incorrigible cbftinacy, in one of his
flaves. Thofe whofelt friendly rowards me, would
“call it manly refolution : “others, who were énemi-
“cal; would call it devilery, wickeddefs, &c. “fb that -
it would have as many different hamés, as there are
different feclings towards on¥;in thof¢ who relate it
Yu, fir, may call it by #hat name you’ find propri-
ety will dictare. The fa was, that by length of
time, I did not become any more profitable in my
empioyment, - T e
About thjs rimve, tMere-was 2 chiange of overfe-
ers.  The firft; whofe name was Bailey, was by no
means a bad man.. He had ,faklething of the:petur
lant aid whimfical about him; bur this was "lonly
: the

~
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the - cbullition of a moment, and his governing
chara&er was reafonable, humane, and feeling.

In theroom of the former, there came, to uvccu-
py ‘his place,a man whofe name was Rifford,-igno-
rant, ftupid, cruel, barbarous and unfecling.. He
was a blackfmith by occupation,-and hence, it was
thought he would aniwer a better purpofe to {uper-
intend the nailing bufinefs, than one who was gn-
tirely unacquainted with fuch work. : ’

. He had not beenlong on the ifland, befcic the
prifoners - began. to fecl the feverity of his arme
When he was offended, he made ufe of any thing
which he.coyld lay his hand upoen,to chaftiie thofe,
who gave him the offence ;- hence, the priioners
were umnercifully beaten with clubs, 1ongs, bars of,
sronn, or any other miffile weapon, whicn thouid.

" come ta hand. i was impoflible to avord the dif-

agreeable effecs of his anger. . He would orten be
in a-rage, when no one could account for it ; andat

other times, would fufter himfelf o be treated in

fuch ‘a manner, as. no man of fenie and diznity.

would allow :—bence, 1 found the old adage,-“it s

hard to deal with a fool,”” wolt Lknfibly verdicd 19

this mnitance, .

My profpcts did not, by any means, reconcile my
feelings to my fituation, 1 ygr panted for liberdy,
with an ardor. of defire, beyond defcription. . 1
viewed every fituation in which matters were plac-
ed about this ifland. "1 endeavored to concert {fome
plan to turn them to my advantage. I finally, fet-
tied upon a refolution ot making one bald and dar-
g puth, to make myfelt maiter of the piare, This
plan 1 did nat baitily enter.upon, without fisit
weighing all the circomftances, waich migit prob-

‘ably attend {uch an undertaking. |

There were at this time, about forty-five prifon-
ers conhned .in this place, a motley aflembly of
charatters, frém varous nations in Burope,as well

RN L ’ ' AR as



as America. Thefe were 4 clafs of people of the
moft abandoned prmcxples hardened - 1n the fchoot.
of vice and-danger§ confequently, I .belicved them
to poffefs the moft unfhaken courage, and .daring
fortitude of iny clafs of men inhabiting the giobe,
How I was decetved in this o;nmon,vou w tH learn-
by the relation following.. S

The bomb- proof, wheré vbe wcrc conﬁntd was,
about eighty feet in length, fronting the fcmlh hav-;
ing only one door, which ‘looked likewif¢ -to .the
fouth, - A yard, with pickets; abouws-fix feet. high;
enclofed the front of our prifon: .- The arex of the

yard was about oné fourth ot dn #cre~.This.yard |

was made in -z - fquare formeand a guard-haufe
compofed a part of the yard, fiarding in the fouth-
eaft corner, There was .a - paflage through. the:
houfe, by which the feldicrs, on guard, could come; *
it and go out of the yard.

The ground aréund this yard. was: Cmﬁ:dcr»ably.
higher,than what it was within,.of every. fide.except.
the weft, where the gate was placcd., through.whichi
we uled 1o go to'our work ‘in the thop.. “There was
~ a brafs fizld-piece placed ‘about tem  feét from the
guard-houfe, upon the higheft ground on. the ifl-
~and, loaded with' grape-fhet,and a fupply.of ammu-
nition conftantly by it, for the purpo[c of prevent<
ing vcﬁ'cls from paﬂ"mg the Caﬁlc wnhout Jlbcr-

fy.
The Govcmor s houfc ﬂood on thé bomb.proof
and having a walk upon-the top of it;a fentry con-

flantly flocd there, to obferve veflels, &a. . -
A fentry conftantly walked in the:yara, to ob-

ferve the motions of the prifonetss to' keep them

from coming out of the prifon; until the - moment
in which orders were given for-them te ‘turn out 1@
work ¢ to give the guard-notice-at fuch tinoes; whe
.were al}- under arms; the moment that eur doers
wére tnlecked:  This guard -confifted of a ferpcant,
coi peral, and twelve privates. Trere

— -]
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There was 3 row of barracks, a lmlc dxﬁancc
horth of the GQvemm s houfe, in  which the gar=
rifon foldicrs lived. ; ‘The officers’ barracks were-a~
bout forty rods wdtward of our prifen, down the
hitt, -eonitiguous tathe water. The {tiop, where
we were confined ¢ fo ldbor, was about forty rods be«
yond the oﬂicus barracks in a fuu‘thcm direc-
tion.
 Whesd we were wuincd out of our prlfon, tobe
taken to the work—{hop. three fentries attended us;
. who perpetuatly ftood round the thop; to hinder a-
ny prifoner from leavmg it. ~ Here. we contmued
till 12 o’clock, and were then taken back to the prif-
~ on, where we contmucd half dn hour, then return«
ed to' the fhop "in like-manner, continuing ou#
work till funfet. - - After we had finithed our day-
labor; we were put into the prifon; and confined ac-
cordmg to the ufual mangper; by placing a couple
of ironbats dcrofs the outfide otP ur doors, mak-
ing them fait by -!emng them into two ftaples. -

-Matters were in this fituation on the ifland, whed
1 concerted the: plan of making myfelf mafter of
this place. My 1ded was to warch’ fome favorable
mement, to rife on 4 fudden, dnd take the garrifort
by {urprife; when they were moft -off their guard;
and leaft prepared to defend fuch an atack. -

-1 endeavored to weigh evéry circuniftance; relat-
ing to the time, and manner, how to make this ac-
tack upon the garrifon. I cemmurticated my views
to Philins, of whote ¢ourage and valour, 1 -had the
higheft opinion,- -1 had likewife the firmcft confi<
- dencein hiis witdomn, 1o plan and pre-coacert u fyfs
tem, ‘which would emvbrace every advamdbc  that
the nature of the thing would ddmir. -

Various werc our 1deas apon the 4ub3eét Ma*
hy fchemes for éxecuting our plans occurced 3 but
frone of them, when thoreughly inveftigated, but
whisc had many ditiicubtes, alinoft inlurmountabie.

. Bs Ouu,
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©nce, we bad determined in our own minds, te em-
brace the opportunity of coming from work, rufh
upon and difarm the fentries,who were guarding us,
. =—and, with our hammers, and the arms, which we
thould take from the fentry, make a general aflault
" upen the reft of the garrifon. N o

Fhis we found attended with the following diffi-
culties, viz. The leaft unufual rcovement by us,
would be difcavered by the fentry on the Govern-
or’s houfe, who would inftantly give the alarm to
the guard,and te the foldiers in the barracks, where
armg were always ready ; and they, being morein
pumber confid¢rably than we, and being all arm-
¢d, would undeubtedly overceme us with eafe, fe-
ing they would likewife had the advantage of the
ground, being at the height of the hill, and we at the
bottom. v C e
.. But, this was not all. ‘Fheguard were within &
- few paces ot that field-piece,which cemmanded the
‘ifland, and when once in pofieffion of that, could
fubdue or deflroy us, in eppofition to every cffort,
which we could make. Moreover, when we came
from the fhop ta the prifon, the commanding offi-
€er, Major Perkins, had ever his attention upon us,
- and obferved all our movements, with the greateft

attention. - | o .

. 'This fcheme was attended with fo many difficul-
ties, which appeared infurmountable, that we laid
- it afide as impracticable. ,

We then thought of embracing the- oppertunity
which Sunday offered to rife on the garrifon. Ev-
-ery Sunday, the foldiers and prifoners were afflem-
bled, in one of the barracks,to attend Divine Ser-

vice. The foldiers occupied one end of the bar-

_sack, and the prifoners the other. = The garrifon
generally affembled ‘without arms ; and,. of confe-
quence, were not fo formidable in that fituation, as
when they had their guns in their hands loaded,

: . . N . . . . . an d
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and bayonets fixed. The guard,” however, kept
their places, which rcndercd this prq;céi: ahl(c i
pra&ncablc. '

The gréater number of t‘te prifoners werc, at thw
time, inirens ; and, of confequence, when wé
thould atfempt to make prifoners of the foldiers, a:
{fcuffie would unavoxdably enfue ; - and, as they-
would out-rumber us, we thould have but a bare
pofiibility of fucceeding ; even with the foldiersin:
the barrack, fceing fo grear a propertion of us were:
in irons ; and fhould wefucceed in this refpect, yer
the guard would unavoidably be alarmed ; and be-
ing in poffeflion of the field-piece, they could thh; :
the greateft eale, {weep usawsy. :
- Thefe difficuities were though«t too grcxt to make
the attempt upon the garrifon in that way : thcy' ,

‘were of courfe given up aé impracticable. -

We, finally, agreed upon the morning,as the beﬁ'
sime to execute fuch aninfurié&ion. ;

We were awaked by the overfeer about Inalf way ‘
between day-break and funfife. ~Immediately at~
trer the words ** turn out, turn out,’”” had been given
by the overfeer, he' retired=-and . was generally ab-:
{ent about "half an hour, when ke remrnnd-.and’
finding us all drefled, turned us out, and took us-to
the fhop to work. ‘

The doors of our ptifon were not *’aﬁe'v-d in this’
interim. The guard weré under arms,and the fen-
try walked backward and forward beforc our door,
to prevent any from going out.

My rcaloning-upon .the profpe& of f'uccz:(v at=
tending this undertaking, was of the fallowing na-
ture. * Itis now warm weather,” faid 1,-it, 'bvmn'
the laft of May, or the beginning of ]une——“ ‘hcrc-
forc, fleep: has the moft powerful effelt uponr: man,
in the cool of the morning :--this will prevene the

. officers and foldiers fleeping in" the barm:ks frc)m
being fo ecafily awakeneg and aroufed. > The fitk

and
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and moft difficult obje& is theguard. They 2y,
at fuch times, under arms, and therefore,under a fit:
vation far fuperiour to ours : but, as'we covld out
_ number them, and as I entertained an epinion of
‘the prowefs of the prifoners, far beio:n_d that of the
foldiers, I think, pretty probable,we may fucceed in
‘making them prifoners. = After that objeét fhould
be effected, then it will be eafy to becom.c mafier of
the field-piece,-and when that is obtained, we arg
maftersof the ifland at once. = :
-« When we become mafters of the ifland, we are
ina fitvation, which will place us upon a footing of
no mean ftanding. We, by being mafters of the
garrifon, become likewife pofleft of the command
of the harborof Bofton—of all the vcfiels going out
and coming in ;—therefore, can appropriate them
1o what ufc, we find the” exingences of the times
will require.  We fhall likewife be in pofieffion of
provifion, arms, and ammunitiocn of every kind.
Warlike ftores will be in our power, of every Kind,
ihoul_d we find occafion to ufe them. | think rhat
the profpect of efcape by water, afrer we have over-
come the garrifon, will be more eligtble than to at-
temptanother flight by Jand : and as it will be in
our power to arma veffel, and equip her, every
way, for defence,and along vovage, 1t would be al-
maoft impoflible, even fhould they purfue afier and
overtake us;'to mafter 'us at fea. = We (hall likewife
be«able to prévent their following us, from the har-
borof Bofton,' with any great ftrength, by blewing
up the magazineg; and fpiking the. cannon. In this
fityation,'] would‘Jeave ‘the- enémical fhores of A-
merica, and rather-feek an afylum,among the inhof-
pitable inhabitants ot Barbary.” - °
- Thefe were the outlines of my: ;\)Ia,n ; and Ide-
termined to make one powerful effort to carry itin-
to execution. Either to'lofe my life in the caufe
- of liberty, or clfe gain a glorigus freedom. And
. } . . [EETEEE TN . v e . © DoOwW
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pow,fir, before I go-on to-the relation of this infure
rection, permit me to make fome refle@ions upon
my fituation, and the opermmna of my mind under

jt.
" 1had ever a warmth of feeling in following {
object of purfuit, perhaps, peculiar to myfe
From the firt moment.ot iny imprifonment, T fete
a degree of infupporiable iropatience 4t confine-
ment, and an ardent defire of the enjoyment, of kib-
erty, entirely bevond defcription.  Tbe various yn=
fortunate attempts, which 1 had made for the pur-
poﬁ: o hiberating myfelt, did not_ferve to cool 'my
ardor for obtaining this ohje® | but, ‘my de-
fires for liberty inercafed, 1n proportion ta the tim{:
of my remaining conﬁncd and thg mnformm:s‘ -
rending it.

Reafomng upon the varlous occurrcnces \iﬂlcﬁ
had been clofely concerned in bringing me to thit
ftate of wretchednefs, and upon the motives by
which [ had heen aékuatcd, upder” every’ fcenc
throygh which I had aﬂt‘d 1 concluded that my
punifhment was, greatcr than I ought to bear, Aﬁnd
evem ar this day, [ am under great doubts” how §
aught to have acted, through all thofe trying feeties?
1 know much is duc.to governmcn' crfonél* m‘
convenience is to be ‘bern, rathed man government
fhould fuffer any injury ; and for this plzin reafon,
viz. that upon the upinerrupted adminidration of
juttice, by government, depeads. the velfare of the
whole communizy. lfut there are circumftances,
under which a man may be, juftifiable, in oppofing,
at leaft, the defpotic tranfadtions of ¢rielty in Zoy-
esnment, towards an individual. Whether thid m‘k
the cafe with me, fir, I leave you to judge.

I had fuftered, during my ftate of confinement in
Northampton, the moft unheard of courfé of illegal

~ erucley s and that tep, in_a very notorious manner,

~—{p that the branchcs of government muft univer-
. ‘ fally -
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fally be apprifed of it.  And this punifiment 'was
anflicted likewife by one of the officers of govern-
aent. Therefare; under fuch circumftances, wheth-
er I had not guﬁ reafon to fuppofe, the mott cruel,
arbitrary, and unjuft meafures, were prefcribed a-
gainft me by government, your own good fenfe will
determine.  This officer never received the frowns
of government for his condu&, but remained in =
high favor to the day of his death :—neither was ‘I -
ever compenfated for the injuries, which- I here re-
ceived. , ' R :
. Moreover, when the fcene was reverfed, and one
of their number became dependent upon my will,
for bis life, his liberty, and his fafety ; and under
_ that fituation, I had put my own life at ftake, to
fave his; and had fhielded and protected him from
danger in the time of his diftrefs,—after this, as foon
as I had fallen into the hands of government, what
was their language'?  Why, that I fhould receive
an hundred lafhes at the poft ! 1 : '

I recolle@ to have read an account refpeting a
Turk, who wasaflavein Malta. He was afked by
a Maltefe merchant * why he wore that a {[pe@ of
perpetual gloom on his counteaance, and now and
then appeared to ftruggle to fupprefs the ftarting
tear *  The Turk replied ¢ Canit appear ftrange

- to you, that 1 fhould lofe énjoyment, with the lofs
of that, which is the foundation upon which wé
build all our joy ”* “ What would you do, faid
the Maltefe, to gain your liberty ?* "« Ho, by Al-
lah I’ fajd the Turk, “ name the conditions :—
Place danger and death before me,in-their meft hor-

- rid forms,—and if I do not pay the price, -then fay

that Hainet is not worthy of liberty.” ~ - -

. When I hcard this ftory of the Turk and the

‘Maltefe, my feclings entered, immediately, into the
mgeaning of the Turk’s obfervations. I could there

difcover and read the language of the human heart,
“notwithftanding -
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motwithfanding he was a Turk. My heart pant-
ed to tell him,— Yes, thou infidel Turk, get thee
hence from the land: of chriftianity, and enjoy the
pleafures of liberty, even in thy unbelieving coun-
try.”. : : S
: 'yHis feclings were what ,mine had been :—the
Ianguage of the heast is the lame, among Turks and
Chriftians,- Jews and Gentiles, &c. &c. &c. . .

¢ Shame ow that beart that never felt
o 4 fellow—creature’ s avoes j~—
¢ Yet tenderly affells to melt

o In pity—for a'rife” -

Sir, accept my moft fincere wifh for your happi-
nafs, combined with your family’s,"and believe me
o be, &c, . o LS

, , 4 e,
CHAP. XX.

e « b, eruelty ! ST
¢ Thy touch, thy dead’ning toxch, bas fecl’d the breap,® -
¢ Where, through ber rain-bow-fhonwer, foft pity. fmild 3 .
*¢ Hasclos’d the beart, each God-like wirtue blefl, o
* To all the filent fleading’: ;/ bis child,
¢ At thy command be plants the dagger d«i, :

" *¢ At thy command exnlts, tha’ nature bid him aveep !

T was on Sunday, when I made my. arrarige~
‘ ments among the prifoners, for our great cffort,
—appointing the morning following, for the time
of operation.” - S
There were thirty-five prifoners, in whom I plac-
ed the ytmoft confidence, as to their courage, and
undaunted refolution. Ten of them I had feleGted
te be with me, in taking the guard ; and twenty-
five | had left 1o be headed by Philips, who were 10
repair immediately to the barracks, and fecure the
‘officers and arms ; intending, if poflible, to accom-
plifh the bufinefs without blood-fhed, .
o . ' ) A wer
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Afrer I had made the neceflary dilpotitions, I ex-
horted the prifoncrs, “ wobe firm and courageous ;
10 abftain frem all aéts of crueity, which wuie not
ablolately neceflary ; -aid, avove all things, 6 pay
the ftriéteft attention to the orders given, that all
tilightact in conceir'; to abflain from {piritous li-
q«w;s » Aad this { meant o make more cx:nam,
by knecking all the cafks on the head..

As 1aking the guard was much the moft dnfﬁcult
part of this bufinels to execute, I had feleGed  out
ten of the moft defperate feilows, among the prif-
oncrs, to follow me. 1 told them -that I did not
wifh for them to go farther into dangers than I
went mylfclf—-xbac I expeéted them ‘10 follow and
{upport inic, as far 48 1 went, and no further. To
this they all agreed, wiihout the leaft hefiasion ;
and confirmed their agreement by the moft {falemn
affurance, that they would remain by me till death
or liberty.

After 31l matters were adjafted upon this fyftem,
we went to bed with all our clothes on; fo that we
inight arife tke next morhing, mnm.dxaacly after
the door thould open, and the ovarfcer fhould dc-—

art.
b After I had laid- down, thé importance -of "the
icence before  me kept me from clofing My eyés
throu'vb the whole night.

“ Ha! mota 6r¢atb o qumd ’ " gm{& 5”:21,
“ Jan the darkfome,glovm ! ! no - fled wave
* Difturbs 1bis _filens portaf lite, nor moves

“ The fleeping calm ;. a death-like filence reigns.
T pafe firms o z wratb. shar oft by tyranis 6r¢azb J,
*¢ Hawe jbook the trembling avorid, now die gaway §
¥ L avhifpers lofi—mibe frub af bngb/m d pride.
“* Beat; sm the rocks, and wonnds itfelf 10 death } !
ST he pohp of Iuag:, ‘the [pcopbantic breains
** OF footbing flait'rers, @id meneal croavds,
v b suice of flander, the deftructive blafis
o Oj enuy, ././fd;ﬂradi)ﬂg j/ft{y /eem,

“* Line dying 2anueri in @ diftuni i,

Gl
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-4 Qently tswanith from the lif’ ning eari
¢ Deaih, vigid death, impartially drclares
& That man is nothing bita beap of duff,
8¢ Clay--cold, infenfible. Wipe from thy cheek
O man }-the foft emaftnlating tear
- ¥ foor die thoit maft 2 Fuhl as by Natwre's fireams; .
““An eqfy mazes roll thin limpid tides \ :
€4 iribute 1o the inain, Thus art thou born
““ Bur fhort-1iv’d glory - pre-ordain'd to die.
. < The thaughts of obfequies, echvulfions, groans.
¢ 3T thefe difiract 1hy foul. The-kifsof death .
4 Ts foft and barmlefs.  Golden reft attends it ;
" % And foon diffslves the fearful dream of life.
© ¢ Natase’s great lawi is' Death.—dAs rifing flames
+ %€ feek their congenial place, and mount to fm‘v’m
¢ Thus bafle we toaur end. The bloom of youth
¢ Expels our infant yéars :—Then hoary age
t¢ Encroaches on the man; amd fbats the fexe.”

'1 warrep, with impatience, for the approach of
snorn.  This, of all nights, through my life, ap-
.peared:the longeft. T otien arofe and went:to the®
-grates, tofee if I could difcern‘any figns ' of day.
At latt the moment appeared I I heard the 6ver-
feer -enver, and vociferate with greit clamour,
¢ Turn eut, turn out,”’—and immediately departe
ed. _ - . S

1 2rofe with precipitation, and hafled ‘to ‘gather
théle,who wére dellined-to aét different partsin the
‘bufinels, into bodies by themfelves. T obferved
a few got-out of their beds, with fome reluctance.
Philips, 1 faw, appeared éxtremely pale,—Pafked
‘him what was the matter ? He told me he -felt
-fick. I anfwered, That the moment:did not admit
-of attention to-licknefs. 'He came to-the fpet, and
‘took charge af his men.” T ordered oneof my men
to. fecure the fentry, in the yard, the moment I gave
:the-fignal for ftarting. - He took a ftick about three
»feeclong, and two inches in diameter, and itood rea-

-dy- 10 execute hispart.

“Whien itame tothe:fpot, where 1 could oblerve
sthe-guatd, I faw them under arms, divd ‘flanding in
: Cc ‘ - the
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the door of the guard-houfe, with their bayonets
fixed.. This fight was by no means calculated to
. enfure our fuccefs ; but not knowing what exertion
would effect, I determined to make the pufh, at all
hazards. I, therefore, clapped my hands, the fig-
nal for ruthing—and fprang forward towards the
guard-houfe,—expecting the ten, whom I had ap-
pointed to that bufinefs, were clofe following me.
The foldiers, fecing me coming towards them, pre-
fented the points of their bayonets, to “prevent my
entering the guard-houfe. I parted the bayonets
with my hands, and difarmed two men, in a me-
ment. This 1 did by a fudden jerk, when I caught
hold of thefe two guns. I immediately turned the
bayonets towards the foldiers,when they gave back,
-and entered the guard-houfe. I pronounced im-
mediate death, upon any ene, who dared to oppole
ame. lordered them, in a very peremptory manner,
*To lay doewn their arms, and retire behind the
guard-bed.” They obeyed—two made their efcape,
and fled out of the guard-houfe, giving the alarm
to the officers and foldiers in the barracks, together
with the fentry en the Governer’s houfe.
-~ When 1 entered the guard-houfe, I carried witk
1me two guns, intending to give one to the firft,who
followed me, in order that he might prevent any of
the guard from efcaping threugh that door, and te
. fecure the other myfelf : wifhing to prevent any a-
Jarm, until the other party of twenty-five had time
to get to the barracks ; but imagine, fir, my difap-
intment and aftonifhment, when I looked and
fpaow myfelf alone, without oneof the prifoners to af-
fift me ! ! .
When 1 firft ftarted, Philips” courage failed—He
-turned and ran into the room, out of which he came
—undrefled, and jumpped into bed. The reft, fee-
ing this, were all ftruck with a panic—ran back,and
went te bed = thinking, by this mean, te make the
. ' officers
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officers believe, that they had no part nor let in this
bufinefs. Therefore, I found the guard my prifon-
ers, and myfelfa prifoner to the guard. :
"1 faw the foldiers and officers, from the barracks,
rufaing towards the guard-houfe, with their clothes
in the urmoft diforder—fome half drefled, and oth-
ers naked, a fhirt excepted.” Secing the day was
loft, I turned, and ran out of the guard-heule, mak-
ing again towards the prifon, carrying my gurs
with me. The fergeant of the guard, who, but a
minute before, had been begging his iife, in the
moft abject flate of fear, now began to buftle ta=
wards me with his gun, as though he had been in
clofe conteft from the beginning, and intended 10
facrifice me to his fury,—he ran after me, hallow-
ing, “ Burroughs, you devil you, I*ll kiil you, I'll"
kill you.”” I turned indignant tewards the coward,
and threw my guns ac’ him, with the poinis of the
bayonets forward.  Onc of the bayoncts took his
hand, and emered the fkin about an inch. Az this,
he bawled out in thebitterelt magner, “1’'m wound--
ed, I'm kill’d 1» S
" The officers and foldiers ruthed inro the prifon,
laid hold of me, and™ brought - me again into ths
yard. Major Perkins, with his fword, Lievtcaznts
Treat and Burbeck, with their rattans, were 2l
lathing me at once, withi the greareft violence, in
this crifis, the fergeant, whom I had weunded,came’
up with his gun, and ftruck me over the head witiy
all his might. The blood flew quick into my face,
I moved fuddenly towards the piniful viilain,—~zar
which, he ran—making a noife more like a calf,
thana man. T
"1 was then confined by a pair of heavy irons,com-
monly called fhackles, taken to the whipping-po’t,
and there received an hundred ftripes, which were

laid onin a very ferious manner, caufing the blocd

to fiream atevery ftroke, 5 that my fhoes were fil-
led by the time I was taken down. = ‘This"
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This, fir;, was .a heavy ftroke, too.much even for
my iron conftitution to fupport. 1 feil under ir,
A fit of ficknefs fucceeded, which continued abour
three months, making the profie&t doubtiul, how
my. career might terminate, O! happy, tbi‘ge
happy,fhould I have been, had | fallen hecie ! aid
clofed the troubled [cene of life ! «O terque, qua-
terque beati, queis Tiojze fub mznibus alus, conti-
git oppetere !’

During my ficknefs, I had to contend with in-.
conveniences of no fmall magnitude. There was
no provifion mzde for the fick ; therefore, {alt beef’
and bread were all the neceflaries provided for me
by government, . A medical gentleman, from the
town of Bofton, influenced by the mere emotions of
compaflion, vxﬁted me, under this fcene of mﬂrefs,l
and adminiftered to my neceffities. The rame of.
this humane ornament of nature, 1 have forgotten,.
but thirk it was Ellior.

My back was extremely fore ; and havi ing a pair
of heavy irons on my legs, I could lie in no O{bCl"
pofition, than on my back. Major. Perkins wifhed,
to liberate me from the irons around my legs,, dur-

ing the fit of ficknefs, but was abfolutcly, forbiddea:

: by his fuperiors, until near two months afier my.

punifhment, when he was allowed to take them off,
My fituation, and courfe of perpetual fuffcrmg,;

‘caufed me to repine bitterly at the hang of provi-

dence. It appeared, that I was marked out, asan,
objectfor the heavieft ft1okes of mifery,io be reiter-
ated upon, until I fhould beffinaliy {waliowed up, by.
the power of their force. Why, faid I, fhould all,
this befal me ? Do thefe misfortunes bappen asa,
punithment to vicious conduct ? and am I fo felf-
blindcd, as not to be fenfible of my own unhcard of.
wickednefs ? For certainly,if the wickcdnefs of my,
conduct has been equal to my {ufferings, 1 have
been ofall mankind the moft abandonec.. Bu, fald
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I a:rain, is chis reafoning juft ? Do the wicked*alene
fuffer, while the jult age 1n a.ftate of conftant. proé-
perity 2 Let.us advert 1o fadls, for-evidenge  upan
thus fubject. .- ) :

1 bziweve that maiters of.fact will prove, that tite.
befi of men have fulfered, inthis ftate of imperfee~
tion,in an equal degree with the worft,” Wee will in~-
ftance Socrates and Ariftides, of the ancients, and;
tne immortal Columbus,gmong thofe ofta more me-
dern date. A . .

Many inftances might I.produce even ameng our--
felves, werce it neceflary ;. but. one moment’s reflec= .
tion, uvon-this fubjedt, is enough to.confute. they
ides entircly ,of‘aepcr{on’s misfortunes being any.ev~
ideuce of hismoral w picude.  Then why itis,. that!
fome are marked out, s 1he couile of evenis, to'en.
dure the heaviclt ftrokes of unsfortune in-one cond. -
tinued leries, is, to me, an incxplicable miltery in~
the coyrte of Providence..

Since 1 ftarted into lite, how has my. ceurfe -bee¢n.-.
checkered ! even Decaih,. the. laft reforce of the. .
wreiched, has fied from. my approaches, as. though.
cautious. of his frieadly prefence,adminiftering com-
fort, rather then. terror,, Is it not firange, that
deach fhould join witln mankind, and- even. refule
tie.morfel atforded-to his embrace, . in-oider, 1a.fiil -
up my meafure of fufferings ? ,

Whienl fetthe jail on iire, at Northampron, I
thought it our of the power. malice iilelljto prevent
the approach of the moment of my quicius, bui was-
difappointed ;. I then expectedto have found an
cnd to.my, trouble, in the cold embrace of death, in:
the dungeon, and here 1 . found the tyrant .cluding:
my purfuit. . When I rofe on the garrifon, it ap-
ptared to me certain, that I thould mect wich death
orliberty, but alas:!' in:both was 1 dcceived; then
furely,faid I this punifhment added to ficknefs muft
clofethe eventful fcenc; buthorridto relate I wasre-

. ’ ferved
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ferved for woes, which yet untold, made my former
fufferings vanith away, as not worthy of notice.

Are thefe matrers painted to you, fir, in colours
to high, for the fimple ftatement of faéts ? ' No, fir,
indeed they are truths,-the force of which I muft
teel,while Ifit poring over the fcenes ; though they
;‘n:c paftand gone, yet have left a mortal fing be-

ind. ' :

Soon after I was able to walk about, I was vifjt-
ed by agentleman, whofe name I never recollec,
without feeling that warmth of affection, and glow
of giatitude, which fills my foul with rapture.
This gentleman’s name was Summers. He was my
father’s fifter’s fon. He commanded a veflel thenin
the harbor of Bofton. He poffeft an enlarged mind,
which looked above the clamour of vulgar prej-
udice ; and where he “faw the courfe of humanity
lead, he purfued his way, let it be ever founpopular,
This gentleman made me a vifir, even againft the
cuftom of the world. Hec was the firft relative,that
ever came,or [ent to me, on this gloomy place. ' He
faw my neceflities-- He adminiftered to my relief--
He poured the balm of confolation into my wound-
ed mind--He conduéted as a man ought to condud, -
who is governed by a fpirit of true benevolence.—
He continued to vifit me from time to time, during
the whole courfe of my confinement on this ifl-
and. : .

Having been difappointed in my efforts for an ef~
cape, and that too, by the cowardly, perfidious con-
duct of my fellow-prifoners, I pretty much gave up
the idea of making any further attempts,for my lib-
eration ; but concluded to reconcile my mind, in the
beft manner poffible, to the idea of wearing away
the time of my confinement. :

I, therefore, told Major Perkins, that I would
give up the idca of cver making another attempt for
efcape, if he would not puz me in irons, give methe

. liberty
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- liberty of the ifland, and not fubje& me to the di.
re&tion or authority of Rifford, the overfeer. Mas
Jjor Perkins believed me fincere. He ever had oc«
cafion to believe what I told him, by way of con-
tralt, while 1 was under his care. ’

"He agreed to allow me the privileges which I re=
quefted, provided I would difcover any attempt of
the prifoners to efcape. 1 told Major Perkins, that
being under the fame condemnation with the other
prifoners, Ithad no intention to purchafe any privia
lege, at their expenfe. That I hould, by no means,

- give them any aid, in their efcape ; neither {hould
1 be ahindrance to them.  Afier fome days trial to
obtain my promife, for difcovering any attempt of
the prifoners, to procure their liberty, without fuc.
cefls, he agreed to my propofal ; and gave me lib«
erty of going to any part of the ifland, without a
fentry to attend me. |

This was a great degree of freedom, compared
with what I had enjoyed ; and, therefore, moft fen-

. fibly felt. My fituation was as eligible, as the na-

ture of things would admit : and 1, even in this ftate
of fervile wretchednefs, began to look forward, with
the pleafing expeltation of better days. :

¢ Whatewer diff'rent ways mankind purfuc,

¢ O bappinefs ! *tis thee, we keep in view /.

¢ 'Tis thee, in ¢ev'ry aflisn we intend, .

¢ The noblefl mative, aud fuperior end !

* Thon doft the fearcely-fini/b'd foul incline 3

¢ Its firft defire, and conflant tho's, is thine !

¢ Our infant breafts are fway'd by thee alone,
¢ When pride and jealou(y are yet unknowns

¢ Thon art, of all, our wwaking tho'ts, the theme 3
¢ We court thee too, in ev'ry nightly dream.

¢ Whither the roads that to perdition lead,

¢ Or thofe that guide us tathe flars, we tready
8 Thine, is the hope, the ineflimable prize,

% The glorious mark, an which we fix onreyes.*’

‘Asour
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- Ascur -this tirve, ‘an incident took ‘place, ‘which
-gave mc the moft feafible pain. At a certain time,
-a‘number of people: from Bofion, came on 1o the itl-
-and, among whem was Thomas Cufken, fon to the
Licutenant Governor. When thefc people ¢ame a-
-mong the prifoners, they atked moncy of them, as
~was' the general cuftoin. Cuthen took-a deliar cut
:of his pocket, and gave it to-me ; telling me, atthe
1fame time, to give each of the prifoness a glafs . of
-rum, out of the avails of the dollar ; and depam:d
.witheut-waiting for an anfwer.

The prifoner, who had been mﬂrumental»m ob~
“taining the money, entertained an ideca of his being
-entitled to a larger fharc of the dollar, than the oth-
-ers ; and therefore, propofed a divifion with me.

My wply was, that the money was given to-me, for

wa particular purpofc and -as I aceepted the gift, ¥
had implicitly plcdgcd my faith, to execute the
struft repofed in me. {told-bim, that a.glafs of-rum
-muft be given to each prifoner, if the dollar woutd
-purehafe-a fufficient quantity for that purpofe ;- and
xhat I'theuld perform that, ‘as foon as I could ob-
uan permiflion of Major Perkins.

1;accerdingly, - made application to the Major,
for hbcrty to give the convictsa glafs of rum. He
toid me, that it ‘was out of his power to grant my
requeft, at that time ; but that Governor Cuthen
would be on the nﬂand, in a few days; that he
would confuit-kim en the {ubject, and fee ifit would
anfwer, to grant fuch permiffion.

While ‘1 ‘was waiting the iffue . of this buﬁnefs,
Thomas Cufhen came on to the ifland again ; and
ithe prifoner, Mount by name, who-had afked’ himn
‘tor money before, now made application again, for
‘more money. Cufhen anfwered Mount, that he
sthought it a fhame for him to afk for money again,
{o foon after leaving a dollar with Burroughs for
therndil,. Mount told him, that Burroughs had

kept
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Lept the [monéy himfelf, and the othet prifonets had
received nothing.  Cufben then afked for an ex-
planation of the bufinefs. 1 told him how,the mat-
'ter was firyated ; and rcjpmcd, that 1 would divide
.the money, |f;hat was agreeable 0 hxs {echngs He
'¢ft me withoytan anfwer. Not. lang -after, Cuthen
‘being in company wnh a number of gentlemen in

, Boﬂen amongit whom was a Mr. May a rat&onal phi-

Janshropift, he, in.a pomppus declaration, ref{pe¢t-
.ing his.ewn excellent qualities of heart, related,that
he had given -three dollars to. Bur{ough;, fm' the
_prifosers, and, that Burroughs had. qppropnartgl
them to his own ufe, refufing ro participage witha-
.ny others, in the benefit of the | money. .

Mr. May entered with warmth,.iato the fubgecft,
and when he faw me, expolt ulated upon. the impro-

priety of my conduc ; and when .l gaye him.a

fimple,narration of fadts, he fecmed to hefijate a-

‘bout gqvmg credit to a repqr;, fo.. dxﬁcrem fqom
Cuthen’s, ,
This, c;rqumﬂance, you may thmk,‘wgs of sop

fmall gonfequence to find a Pplace in this, narration.;

bur the reafon why [ relate it, is the difa agreeable ef-
fect it had upon my mind 5 havmg met with but
.very few incidenis, which have given me kcewr
fenfations, than this trivial ocgurrence. »
As the remaining part of my: confinement was
.ended, without any very remarkable occurrence, :I
will nqt dwell upon the umnterdhng events ; byt
only ob[ervc, that the terms of agrcement bctwecp
the MaJor and my{clf were ever kept inviolate by
both parties, I will, likewife, give you an éxtract

_ of forne letters, whlch paffed between me and my

frignds, while I remained here,.and. thepn, Bafs fpgm

‘the difagreeable profpect.

The firfl letter I received frgm tb@: unqle. whb

_had relieved me in Northamptpg --—-.-lt ‘Wa$. 10, nlgc
, fqllowmg amount .

Cbamgoy,
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Charleton, April 20th, 1788.
Berovep Nepuew,

I fincerely with, and hope, that your long and
“painful confinement may prove an advantage to
you, by giving you time-to refle&, ferioufly, upon
“your paft mifconduct.  As that was in your tho’t-
lefs and youthful days,and as you have now arrived
to_the age of maturity, I beg of you to confider with
-yourfelf, ferioufly, what an awful and difagreeable
‘ficuation you will foon be in, after you are liberated,
if you fhould enter into an unlawful ¢outfe of life,
"As you have now, by experi¢nce, tafted the evil ma-
ture of tranfgreflion, and are’ now in ‘a fituation to
sfigure to yourfelf the happy condition of thofe,who,
- "By a courfc of honef induftry, procure for them-
felves and-their dependents, an honorable and hon-
“eft living ‘through life. ¥ wifti you may exercife
‘that wildom, which natur¢ has given you, to learn
the difference between a regularlife, and a courfe of
"enlawful purfuits.  You muft be fenfible, that you
-will not only render yourfelf happy, by a courfe of
‘regalar condu®, but will greatly increafe the happi-
'nefs of yout relations, and all; who wifli you well,
"We all hope and defire, that you will be fo kind to
yourfelf and to us, a3 to coolly and faithfully im-
orove the good fenfe and reafon, which the all-wife

Being has fo bountifully beftowed upon you ; and
‘I think; that under the influence of this reafon, you
‘will immediately after your liberation, repair to
‘your parents, or to my houfe, or to fome of your re-
‘lations, who can help you to bufinefs, and to thofe
‘things you will be deftitute of, and without w4ich,
you will be very uncomfortable. By doing this,
you will avoid many great and trying temptations,

" Tam in no doubt but by a fteady uniform courfe
“of well doing, you may re-eftablith your reputation,
and again be a fervicable member of *fociety. On
rhe contrary, thould you again, at this time of life,

return
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return to bad courfes, every one would defpair of
your ever reforming, and you muft be loft forever,
which may the all-wife Being enable you to pre-
vent, by a wife and virtuous courfe of life, for the
future, is the fincere defire and prayer of your moft

affectionate uncle. : ,
o EBENEZER DAVIS.

" Soon afier the receipt of the foregoing letter, 1
received another from my Mother’s youngeft broth-

er, to the following import : -

Oxford, May 12th, 1788.
Dear Nepuew,

A recent opportunity has given me the pleafure of
hearing, that your conduct has been good and un-
exceptionable, fince your unfortunate attempt on
the garrifon. 1 entertain the moft ardent defire

“that it may continue,

Your long and fevere confincment is almoft at an
end. Soon again you will tafie the fwcets ot liber- *
ty, of which you have been deprived fo long. 1
thould advife you, by all means, to return to your
friends. You are, and will be, deftitute of clothes,
when your time of fervitude has expired, therefore,
without clothes ; without friends ; without money ;
and coming oft the Caftle with the prejudices,
which mankind entertain againft one, who has been
confined there, you will find it impoffible to gain a
fubfiftence among mankind, inan honeft way, with-
out you come to your friends, who can heip you to
thofe thinge, which you will ftand in need of.—
I remain your affetionate uncle. o

N I "JONATHAN DAVIS.

Hanover, Ofober 161h, 1%87.
Drar Cairp, , '
1T isnot our prefent obje@ to lay open to your
' - : view

r
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view the bleeding, hearts of your Parcnts. . The at-
tempt would' be in vain; for itis wholly. beyond
the power of language to exprefs. It the reparts
be true, with refpect to the atrocity of your cons
du@, we cannot but acquiefce in the meafures taken

. by government to punith fuch acts, which are preg-

nant with ruin to the civil community. Did we
pay attention to nathing but the yearnings of eur
hearts towards you ; did we confult nothing but the
ditates of natural affeCtion; to part with an only
fon in this manner ; to confider you as being loft
to God, to your parents, and to your generation;
is a confideration which would fwell the tide of our
forrows, and render them likc an overflowing de-
luge. But we fully believe, that our times and
changesare in God’s hands ; that he has given us
this cup of trembling, and that it becomes us to be
ftill under this fevere ftroke of his rod.” What fur-
ther trials he may mete out for us,in his dealings

. with you, we know not ; but this cne thing we

know, that in relation to any thing, that may con.
cern yeou, in future, ir becomes us to caft ail our -
care upon God, and to leave yeu in his hands.

When we recolle@, that there is yet a probabili-
ty, that we may fee you again, and behold in your
condud, the fruits of repentance,. for your mifcen-
duct ; we cannot help feafting our. heasts, with fuct
a pleafing contemplation. Nothing which this
world could afford, would be a greater comfert to
us, than your return, under fuch a fituation.”

In the mean time, it is our ardent and prefling
defire, that your behaviour and condu@ may be
framed in fuch a manner, as'to be ta the good ac-
ceptance of thofé, who are appointed to have the
overfight of you, during the remainder of that fer-
vitude, to which you are confined. -

It has ever opened the avenugs of grief, and added
frefh anguifhto our {crrows,to hear of any attempts
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in you, to get free fromn your confinement, by una.
‘warrantable meafures.’ . _

- It would be acceptable to us, tohave a line from
you, {pecifying the ftate of your mind, and what
your purpofes are, in relation to your future pur-
{uits. In themcan time, take this as a teftimony
of love intermingled with the moft heartfelt gricf
and anguith, from your affli¢ted and forrowful

Parents. o .
E. and A. BURROUGHS.,’

* Cafile-Tfland, Nevember 271b, 1787.
Honorep AND DEAR PARENTS.

Your favour of the 16th ult. was duly received.
Were 1 to undertake to defcribe the fenfations
which it created, I know I fhould fail in the at-
tempt, , L

Not vithftanding my being confidered as an out-
caltamong mankind ; .and under that confidera-
tion, treated as the worft of villains, and vileft of
of flaves, yet it has not diffolved that tie of natural
affection, which binds me to tho'e, who .gave me
breath. o - )

To undertakea vindication ot my conduct, isan
object entirely out of my view at prefent ; but

_would fuggeft, the fame natural courfe attends com-

mon fame, when applied to me, as it univerfally
has done, when applied to any other perfon or ob-
Jeét ; therefore, with you to make thofe sllowances,
which candor will dictate, under my peculiar fitu-
ation. C .

Could you read the language of my heart, you
would there fee the m ﬁ fincere. defire for your
comfort, through life, - My fituation isfuch, I am
fenfible, as to offer no very pleafing view to the
minds of Parents towards a child ; yet, it isa fitua-
tion, which at prefent is out of my power to alter,
The time will come, when I fhall again be called to

’ act
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8& my part on the flage of life, as a member of the
civil community ; that time will difcover whether
the principles of virtue are the governing laws of
my mind. ] feel my tafk too arduousand difficult,
Life’s path is enviroped with errors, thick on every
fide. I fhall have the paflions and prejudices of
a hard hearted world to combat, whether I fhall be
competent to the tafk, is yet in the womb of futu-
rity. It muft be amoft pleafing object with, me,
once more to mix with fociety, upon. honourable
terms, and enjoy the bleflings of friendfhip, after
being fhut out from thofe enjoyments shis length of
time. . '

As to the obje&t of my purfuits, after my time of
fervitude fhall expire, I candidly declare, that I
have not fixed upon any. I fhould receive any ad-
vice upon that fubje, from you, with pleafure.

~ Astothe ftate of my mind. 1 view myfelf as an
inhabitant of a yacant dcfolate country. There
are none, amongft all the warld,to whom I feel that
glow of friendthip, together with an equality of
ftation, which renders fociety pleafing. Longas ]
. have remained in the converfe and fociety of this
motley collection of charatters, of which the con-
victs arc compofed, yet I have no relifh for their
fociety. »

Should I receive no affiftance from my friends,
at the time of my departure, from this place. 1
muft leave the ifland abfelutely naked. ' Having
long fince par:ed with all my own clothes, to fatisfy
the calls of hunger. I am with duty and efteem,
your affectionate fon. - o
, STEPHEN BURROUGHS,

‘E. and A. BurrovuGHs. '

About three wecks previous to the expiration of
the time of my confinement, my uncle Ebenezer
Davis, came to fee me on the ifland, brought me

' ’ o T " fome
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fome clothes, and gave me money, fufficient fo prg-
vide myfelf with what things were neceflary, to_my
making a decent-appearance; and likewile. to fup-
porc myfelf on the road to his houfe. = The happy.
momient arrived ! how beautiful was that day ! of
all the days ot my lite, this was the moft bcaux;fgl
and ferene. - The very heaven.and elements were i
wnifon with my feelings. I, for the firft time, for
gxé term of thirty months, drefled myfelf in cleap
decentapparel. -1 héared the fentence from Major
-Perkins, « Burronghs you ate fre¢’’ with a fenfation
of joy that~is, ingxpreflible. - My heart bounded
like the roe on the meuntain ! 1 went. in-
10 the boat; the fea ‘was fmiooth; and the wind was
-calm ! the heavens were mild and ferene ; the fun
was beautiful beyond defcription! the boat .glided
over the fmooth {urface of the waters;with a facility
that was enchanting ! .- - . . . .-

v Saweet memory, apafred by thy pentle galr, - T
« qftwp the tide of time [ turn my fail, - ... ...
o Do wijeaw the fary baunts of long loff houfe,

€ Blepawith far greener fBades; far fr’f//.‘ur 50&-}.‘;':"“;",' ‘
. Having now ended in my narrative a tedious and
bitter confinement; which - lafted ‘me three years
and five weeks, I will here end this letter. I with
to make fome reflcCtions upon the nature of the
punithment by fervitude ; and as that will take up
too much time for this, I will refcrve it for the fub-
Je¢t of another letter. In the mean rime believe
me as ufual &c. . o

CHAP. XXI.

““ Blefl be that hand divine which gently loid
“ My heart at refl, beneath this humblefbed.” - '
¢ The avorld's a fltely bark, on dangerous feat,”

© N With pleafure feen but boarded at our peril.” -

S I intimated to you, fir, in my Jaft, that the

fubject of this lctter would be a confideration

of the nature of punithment by fervitude; I new
: take
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;tnke up that maiter in obedience to my promlfc.

This is & fubjest,cof which - 1'baveifelt the . opcranon

in fome’ m«.v‘tfure .and therefore, may be  tho
To know-its- nawural effet upon, ghc human heart, as
. ,wcli*as moft meni:

The’ ‘object af pumihmcm ever: ought to be uh: '

fpre!’ervatmn of the geod erder-of.fociety, by aurefora
_‘thation of thofe, Whe are difordetly . through .a .xi.
. tious dif] poﬁt}on ‘or.a miftaken @pptch«nﬁoa of
CAmatters, -
. ' Thehonefty ofa k-#lﬂa&we body wxll cwnpomt at
‘that, and theirlaws w Hliever effedt that, where a fuf-
- feient fubd of mfommlon éuef&s theur legiflative
ads. ‘
¢ "Whether the fyftem of fctvuude, upon its prefent
‘eflablifbment, does anfwer the porpole of “produc.
ting 4 reformation inthe dlfordcrlx, is the qufﬁ,wn
now under confideration.
Thete was,on the caflle,an aﬁ'emblagc of chatac-
ters, from varjous ‘parts sf the.glebe : fome old in
iniquity,and others but timid beginners, in the ways

- of wranfgreffion. Here, the objects of houor and

_promotion were reverfed.  In'a wmter evening’s
tale, yots would' not hear the feats of v virtde recount-
ed, as a_recommendation.  ‘Thefe were objects
trcated with contempt.” On the other hand, ‘that
"perfan, who could relate ‘the moft defpcratc and
_daring tranfgreflion, of th¢ laws of national Juftice,
~ “was confideted as the moft honourable chara&cr 2-
~_mong the prifoners ; while thofe; who weré novices
in wickednefs fhrunk from an examination -ocfthéir
deeds, and felt a degree of littlenefs, becaufe they
had nothing .worthy of giving themfelvesa name,

among thofe héroes of the night.
The natural effect of this you will eafily conceive.
Where our ambition-leads; we generally make' pro-
;cfs Thofe, whp would blul%e t the thoughl: of
ghelt illicit condu&,’ when they firft arrived ‘zﬁt—the

. caftle,_

i

 ————————— P ———— o o
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eaftle, would now fooncr bluth at the fmall part
which they have adted, in the way of tran{greffion.
They would liften with attention, to the acts of
thofe,whom they confidered as their matters in ini-
quity, this is 3 leflon, but-too eafily learnt. Their
wholcobjeét was difcoveringand inventing - meansto
carrry theirdiabolical purpofesintoexecution,imme-
diatelyupon their liberation. Fmally,th:sofallothcrs,
was the moft perfect fchool of vice, that I ever faw.

- For a man to remain uncontaminated by this focie--

7

‘ty, after continuing in it a number of yecars,
he muft have more f{olid hllo(bphy, than I believe
mankind generally poffefs. - Under thefe circum- .
ftances, how can this inﬂituti‘on ferve to reform
the morals of men ?

“Faéts prove, thatinftead of becoming good mem-

‘bers of {ociety; the convicts havc, generally, taken
" to a courfe of the moft atrocxous txanfgxcﬂion.s af-
- ter their Hiberation.

Indeed, the fituation of the prifoncrs is fuexh,
when they are liberated, that all motives for doing
well are taken away. I‘hev gencrally, at that time,
find themfelves naked, moneylefs, and friendlefs.
Their previous confinement on' the caftle is a fuf-
ficient objection to their being employed in bufi-

- nefs 5 therefore, fuppofing them poffefled of virtu-
- ous principles, what can fuch virtues do,in this firu-

ation. They have the fame neceflities to fupply, that
other men have, and whese they find, that govern-
ment -has not only confined them to fcrvuudc, for
«a number,of years, but has, moreover, taken .away
the profpect of earning a fmall pittance of bread,
by induftry, will che feelings of pature allow them
1o confider any obligation whnch govemmtnt g

- quires, as binding ?

~

I {aw the effeéts of tb:s fyﬂcm of ﬁ:nmndc,
whilft I was a-prifoner on the caftle. d publifhed
fny fenmnents upon the fubjc& for .the .can-

Ex. . fidezation
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‘fideration of the Legiflature.  Lirtle attention was
paid to my reafonings, in fo low a fituation, ~'Had
thele fentiments come from one in a more exalied
flation, they might, perhaps, have been underftood
- better, and the reafoning, upon fuch a fubje@, been
more clear and convincing, ' . o
I will not detain you with any further obferva:
tions upon this fubjet, but proceed in the narrative.
I went immediately o0 the houfe of - Deveny
. Efq. with whom I 100k breakfaft, having reccived = -
a previousinvitation . for that purpefe, before I lkeft
-the 1lfiand. e . A
Immediately after breakfaft, the good old mang .
taking me in:o a private room, entered ingo convers
- fation upoy my prefent profpects. I told him, that *
. Y had concluded to repair to my uncle’s, aiCharte~
- ton, who.had fupplied me with neceffaries, for my
appcaring again in the world. lcappeared to res
jeice him,to hear that 1 was nat left friendlefs. He
faid, hehad- it in contemplation to help me, if no
other. perfon appeared for that purpofe. Hegave '
me counfel, as a j.arent would give to a child. © He
appeared to be interefted in my future welfare
He prefented me with a dollar, withing me to ac=
cept it, as a token of his’ eftcem, and good wifhes.
" Atter this, I immediately repaired 1o Long Wharf,
where €apr. Summers lay, with his veffel. I here
. mct that Philanthropift, upon the fhores of liberty,
who had fo often relieved my diftrefs, in a flate of
flavery. My fenlations, at this meeting, were ex-
quifitely pleafing. 1 tarried with him two days ;
and during thart time, an accident took place, which
gaveme an opportunity of feeling the extremes of
prinand joy,ina very fhort fpace. The matter
was this : B ' ) A
‘Capt. Summers, coming into his cabin, at a
- certain time, where he had left me, miffcd hig wauch,

which,bic fuppofed,he had lefi hanging in the c}a{tzm
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He inquired of all the hands,whether they had feen
or taken His watch, from: the place where heleft irs
Their anfwers were in the fegative. ~ He afked if
any body had been on board the veffel thar-morn-
ing, they faid no. Tfaw his countenance was troub-
led. Hefelt in a'fitvation too -delicare to . know
whatmeafure to take. My feclings, at thistime,weré:
as di('agreéa_b!c' as though I'had been covered with
.gnr'ning embers, I'krewihat the appearance muft:
e, that I had taken thé watch. No other perfon:
could takeit. The watch was gone. “"What a hor- -

' rid figure of ingraritude, I muft notv make, faid Iy

in the mind of that man, above all bthers, 10 whom'
I wifh toappear amiable 1'A fingle word was ‘not:
uttered for ' the-courf¢ of ha'f an' hour. Adif-
mal glooni hung over the countenance of every one:
prefent’; -at length, we weré all rehieved by - thears
rival of the mate, who breught the watch on beard,
having carried it to a watchmaker 'to have fome:
-work done to it, which was neceffary. R
 The fight of the watch inftantly difpelled the
gloom ftom every countcnance,we all fét the effects,
23 though a fhock of cletricity had operated upon
ns,  LCapt. Summers. burft' into a laugh, .patnng
me on the thoulder, faying, “ O.e hundred dol:ars
would not make me {o glad as the ‘fight of thar

- watch.* - .

" My fenfations were toe violent for uticrance, 1
could not reply, Ifck wounded to death, that, even
for one moment, a jealoufy fhould remain in the
breaft of Captain Summers, of my treachery tows:
ards him 5’ yer, what gave me fuch exquitiic pain
was, that circumftances were in fuch a train,that he
could not avoid fuch ajealoufy. . -~ .- /I
-1 vifited 2 number of my acquaintance during:
¢his fhort refidencein Bofton ; among' whom wis
a Mr. Bingham, who was cotemporary with me ia:
Bolicge. " This man had a warm hcare, fricndly to
~ R o ,'_;,‘[n;uﬂ(ind;'."

3
)
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_mankind, fcrupuloufly nice in every principle of
Jjuftice, regulating his conduct by the exa&eft rules
of propriety.

‘After this I took leave of all my acquaintance in
Bofton,and meafured back that road, which,nearly
three years before,I had been carried through bound
with chains,to Glazier Whecler. BeforeI left Bof-
ton, Capt. Summers offered to' fupply me with a.
fum of money, for my prefent neceflities ; ‘but as I
had a fufficiency already tor. my tiavelling expenfes
until I fhould arrive at mv uncle’s, in -Charleton,
1 declined accepting his offer, fecing he had been

fo bountiful towards me-already. R
' It was in the month of September, when I walk-
ed through the country., To vifit again the varied
fcenes ot nature ; to be at liberty, and -without the.
leaft reftraint, ramble through the country, was a
luxury of enjoyment which only thofe can feel, whe:
have been in my fituation, o

¢ Hail, memory bail ! in thy exbhanfile[s mines

¢ From age 10 age, annumbered treafures fBike !

¢ bought and ber fadowy brood-thy calls obey, '
¢ dnd place and time are fubjeds td 1hy fuvay I "*

Iarrived in Charleton, the fecond day after my
leaving Bofton. As no immediate bufinefs offered,
I concluded to turn my; attention te 'manuel la-

~bour, unti! fome oppertunity fhould offer, for. my:
atrending to other bufiaefs. 1 went 1o work among
the common labourers of my uncle.  This was:
fomewhat mortifying; but 1 was determined to
endure any inconvenience, rathier than give the leaft,
idea to any of my friends, thar 1 was' net willi
to dle “fuch ‘means as ] poffefl=d, (0 gain an lone
fupport. I continued in this bufinefs, about one,
month, hoping to obtain a fchool, in this, or fome.

. of the neighbouring towns, as foon as the feafon:
fhould approach, for that bufinefs, R ‘I-

PS
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I will here gwq you an extract of 4 “letter from
my uncle to my father, abour tlns time,

" CGharletor, 250b. Oﬁahr 1788,
DEar xkornm AND SISTER, | :
Your fan, Stephen,is now with mé ,and bas been,’
the greater parc of the time;fince his ha‘vmg lefr the'
caftle. :He works very fhady with my folks-on the
farm: * He has fome profpect- of teaching a ﬁ.hool
‘within this town, er in Oxfcrd.
He wifhes you to write rcipe&mg your dcf‘n'e,lrc-2
jating to his furtler purfuits; w hcxhe;; you would
have him try to obrain bufinefs in'thefe parts, or re-

* turn heme, in ofder-to enter into bufinefs with you.

He appears to have ability for fa:‘mmg, and as yon
have a large farm, thould he prove tolerable fteady,
-he would greatly tend. to cafe you of a great deal of
care and trouble, and- it would, Jikewift, be advan~
!abeous to him.

He muft have fomé way for a fubﬁﬂcncc ; and
there i none attended with lcfs tcmptattom than
hufbandry.

A few days fince, ¥ rééeived your lcttcr by Mr,
Curtis, previous to whith, | had fupplied your fon
with ¢Jothig, fo as to comt to my houfe, from the
caflle, and agrecably te your defire,thall continue to
fupply him, with wbat 1s neccﬁary 1 am your

Xonng brother, .
.EBENEZER DAvxs.

, Rcv, E. BurroucHs,

T Charleton, 251b om&ef r788

Houbkso AND DtAR SIR,
You will fe¢ by the date of this lctter, that I am
- at liberty from the trying fcenés of tédious confific-
ment, which I have endured for fuch a. length of
~time. . The various occurrénce of an unhappy
courfe o£ misfortune hasleft no very fawural{arlc im<
. mrelion
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p:cﬂion upon the minds of the public, coccerning
me. 1 know | haye fuffeted greatly in your efteem,
in confequence ofllns likewife, which has added no.
{mall degree of poignancy to my fufferings. I'hepe
to juftify myfelf to you, at_leaft, by, my future.cona
«;rogduél. : Toa feoforious world I havc no. idea

of. making the attempt, with an c:.pcc’tanon “of
fuccefs. . .

I have been in thu placc about one momh pay..
Ing fome attention to manual labour. I could wifly
for every degree of counfel, tcfpc&mg my purfuits
af this critical jun&ure, that 2 parent can beftow.

o 1 remain with fentimentsof affection
and duty, yours 8cs
: STEPHEN BUR.ROUGHS
Rcv Epen Bvl;oucns. ' . .

Somclxmc in thc momh of Novtmbcr I cngagrd
to teach a {chool, for one month, in the town of
" Charleton.. Thc inhabitants being tearfulof ems -
p)oyl g; me for any longer term, until they fhe=id
y experience, whether I would. conduit a
fchool with regularity and propricty. I began this:
fchool with fificen {cholars, at the expiration of the,
month, l had forty five, ] was then engaged for two’
months, which rook. all the ppblic morey, which
had been raifed,for the purpote of fchoolling, - My
wages,for thefe two months,were raifed ; & J found
to my no fmall comfort, that my conduct had given
univerfal fatista&ion. 'When 'the two months were.
expired, my fchool confifted of ¢ight forty meme
bers. A pumber of youngmen, frem various parts-
ofthe country,.had reflorted to my fchool, in ordes
to obtain the higher branches of information. .,
.. When the time of the lalt -cngagement had ex-
pired, the: people compofing this diftrict affembled,’
and raifed money for the continuation of thisfchool,
ene ycar longcr, thls was a thing cnnrrly unl;‘nown
' . before
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‘before in that town. The  feafon for fchoslling,
Meretofore, in this town, was -threc months,in the
winter, and the fame length of time, inthe fummer.
. The fumuner {chool was taught by a woman, \whzch

fchool confifted of (mall children.

I now found myfclt fettled in bufinefs, wd nﬁng,
falt in the cfteem of thofe, with whom 1 was' con-,
nelted ; yet, under all thefe circuinftances; .
F was by no means at eale. - My mind was per-
- petually worried with a fear, that fome of the. wht

- thoufand of the . untortumrc 'occurrences, .. whu‘:ﬁ.
~had heretofore befallen me, mnghtagam deftroy iy

‘ -.prcfcm pleafing profpedis.

My former fufferings had left fuch an 1mprrﬁion‘
--of horror -on my mméb thar'l could not clole my
ieyes in fleep, but what thefe tertible fcenes would
be prefent to my view, and 1 compelled to act them
ov:r agair. For years afier this, nay, to the prcl-—
ent momen, fir, 1 often flart from fleep, recking
with fweat, under the intenfe mnicry of my tancxed
horror.

E will, heie, give you a copy of a numbcr of let-
ters paﬂing between me and my fumds, aud then'
pa(s on te more lmportam (ccuc& o :

: Harmu r, 7anuary 6tb 1789
Dun ‘CHILD,

- Itis truly a macier of rqmcmg to us,that the time
ofyour fcvere trigls, by a painful confinement. in a
ftate of bondage, is now expired ; and that.you have
now returned, once more to iafte thofe fweet of Jib- .
erty, which are always dear, next to life itfelf. But
much greater joy will itafford ys,to fee the evidence
of your hearts being effectuaily wrned from- thofe
. ways, which had well nigh proved your ruin, in re-
lationto bath time and eternity ; well knowing that
without this, your relegfe from a ;ftate. of confine-
ment, wxll finally operate to no other purpofe, but

brmgmg
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bringing youmto a ﬂ;tc of far more awful bondage,
“than you have éver yet experienced ; 1n relation to
any advice you defire from' your parents, refpecting
your future objects and purfuits, we know not how
to be any more particular,than we have.already ex-
_prefled to you in-our former letters.  You muft be
“fenfible, and cvery fecling of nature: ifelf, .will
* teach you, that it muft needs be highly acccptablc
- to us, to have you return home, and live :with us,
- only provided, you bring with you-a child-like 1em-
per, and act out a fpirit of genuine repemance, for
your former condu¢t, and ways. Toinvite your
_return ro us en any othcr terms, we cannot, with
any real fincerity of heart.  And if it fhall be a-
. greeable to your inclination, to return to us, on the
" conditions here mentioned, your objeét in life moft

“ be purfuing the labours of the field, 1 have nei- -

 ther capacity nor inclination, to mtroduec you, un«
* der prefent circumftances, into the bufirefs of any
" other calling in life. And in reference to fuch an
- obje, you muft neceflarily confult your own talents
and inclination ; for any perfon, of your age ard
experience, can better judge for himfef about the
calling inlife, for which he is beft furnifhed, than
_..another can judge for bim, and vour own condu&,
in relation to fuch an obje¢t, muft be governed by
your.own judgment.. We carneftly pray for your
beft comfort, in relation to time and. etcrmty ; and
- reft-your affectionate Parents,
- E. and A. BURROUGHS
Snmm Bunovcns. ,

Charleton, Febmm;y 2 54b, 1789
"HONORED AND DEAR SIR,

“Yonr’s of the 6:h-of January was reccwcd about.

~a week fince. My acknowledgemen's for: your fa-
~vour Thave payed by the earlieft opportunity.
* ‘In the fetter 1 ‘wrote you laft fall, you will 11-:301-
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'lec.t an mumatwn of. my wnﬂuug for your advu:c

upon iy tuture puriuies in life.” Not recerving aty

aslwer 1o that lerter, [ engaged in the fchool for a

vear, and caninot now leave 1t ; my promm, bcm\
given o keep 1, that term of time.
In this undertaking I conlulied my uncle Ebenx

ezer Davu, who was tull in the opimion,that I ought

to enter into the bufinefs, which then offered, on
account of the uncertaipty of having another oppor-
tunicy of ejual advanragze.

Your weitape and hagpinefls lie near my heart,

and fhould be cxceeding glad to make you a vilit,

utar prefent, fuch an objeét 15 out of my power.
[ remawn 1n the bands of filial affection, your du-

tiful fon. . STEPHEN BURROUGHS.
Rev, E, Buaxouoﬂa, s

B flon, December 224, 1 788.
l)FAK Sig,
L recaved your letter, and gave it proper atien-
gion, L am giad you h.xvg, hltherto, met with fo

".grood {uccefs. You are icnhblc “ you mult creep

8 again® betage you can go,” I with it weacn
my power, trem good grounds, Lo cnrourage you
with refpect 1p bufinets this way ;" but I have no
~difpofition to deceive you.-—You Jwill mcu: with

- better.encouragemend ip the couniry, than in LoWh.

1 advile you 10 yo to your fatiwer, as foon as you aie
out of bufinefs—he 13 able to helpyou, and I prav
he may be wiiling—I rcjoice Lo hear you copduct
well,and, by all that 18 epdearing in this, and n
the tucure worla, 1 entrgal you 10 mainiain yous
gond selolutions, » o
in rhe utmott hatte, Tam . '
your -tincere triend and o
Buinpic bu vani,

Lk

CALEB BINGHAM. '

- Ms,S. Bukroucus, ‘
Fr Mauers



[ o23¢ ]

KTatters continued in this train, without any ma-
terial occurrence. I lived in the houfe of one Wil-
Yams, a very confiderable man, in rhat pait of the
town where 1 taught the fchool. —He was a man
of a feelinyg heart, was ready te =ffift the ncedy, and
adminifter comfort to the wretched. 1 was treated
in this houfe, by the good old pcople, more like a
chiid, than a ftranger. All the tendcrnefs and care
of a parent toward a child ever marked their con-
duct towards me. Sometime - in the fummer, D.
Bacon #eceived a letter from my Fatlier, the con-
tengs of which was ta our fatisfaction.

- 1'had fettled in my mind, o maké my father a
viﬂt in the courfe of this fummer ; therefore, hir-
cd a horfe of one Curtis, formerly aciergyman, for -
this journey, and made my vifit, in the month of
July, after an abfence of nearly four ycars. To re-
vifit again the [cenes of early youth ‘

¢ Childbord’s liv'd group, bebold in every feene,
“ The tangled awssd-walk and the lgf‘/ed green.

gave = pleafing “fenfation,\tender and tooahing.
Not long after 1 had been at my father’s, my horfe,
playing in the pafture, fell and broke his leg.  This
was a calamity avhich I feltina very fenfible man-
ner. 1 had grown fo timid, thar any object of mis-
fortune was viewed in iis moft terrible form. 1
farted ar every danger, and grew pale with appre-
“henfion. I have,fince, wondered at my feeling this
misfortune fo fenfible. In order to eafe my mind,
‘my-father procured me another horfe, and not only
wrote himfelf, but added the teflimonial of one
of his nclghbours, to his account.

I returned to Charleton, and the September fol-
lowing, was married to the daughter of my uncle,
Ebenczar Davis.

This circumftance opened 2 new field of contem-

. To view myfclf in the 1clation of ba h;f-

©, ban

vs,




LS B

id

- % BRrYORET TSSO

LY

Iassg

band and parent; to feel the attachment, which
fuch a relation conftituted ; you, fir, who ftand in
thole relations, yourfelf, can more eafily Jjudge of

my feelings, than I can defcribe them.  When [

. became the head of a family, perfe@ly calculated to

render the domeftic life happy; and faw myfelfef-
tablifhed in fuch bufinels, as would fupply their ne-
ceflities, 1 was {fatisfied—the height of my ambi-
tion wasgratificd—Ienjoyed a flow of uninterrupted
felicity, for days and for months. The -enjoyment
of my . firefide was now a fourcé of pleafure,
which 1, before, had never a diftant idea, wag the
portion of mortals. It was indeed too great to be
of alafling duration. | receivéd the warm con-

- gratulations of my friends, on my profperity. Ev-

cry event took place to pleafe. ~ All things fwam
gently down the tide of time, and lulled my feelings
10 repofle, in the lap of fecurity.

I have made a tranfition in' my narrative, ovor
about a year of the time, after' my marriage, without
entering linto particulars ; having drawn out the
narration te fuch a length, already, as to fatigue my
own patience ; and I believe, fir, that were it not
for your tendernefs to my feelings, you would long

" ere this time have told nie, « Burroughs, your ftory

being both lengthy and gloomy, it is time to defift.”
Gloem is the chief I have to entestain you with, in
the after relation ; therefore, the moft dif-
tant’ hint, that the flory it too melancholy to give
entertainment, I will difcontinue,-. =~ .

I will here give you a few extra@s from thefe let-

ters of congratulation, which 1 reccived, in thefe
days, , p
: ~ Hanever, February 214, 1790.
. Dear CHuip, ' ]
I have only the privilege to feize a few hafty mo-
ments,to inform you.of our faft arrival, on th‘;‘ fifth

\
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fay,from the time of our taking leave of yon, and

our friendsat Charleton. Iris impoffible, for the

want of time, te be particular in any matter—would
. be glad to exprefs our feptiments upon.  That we
are greatly comforted, with the- profpect of your be-
ing ufeful in llfe,would be fuperfluous to fav. You

well know, that nothing can be a fource of greater

comfort to us, that pertains to the life that now is.
- We remember the kindnefs of your euftomers to
vou with fenfible emotions of gratitude ; and de-
" fire that our love may be prefenred to them, as
opportunity may offer. Tell Mr. Williams, that
~ his kindnefs, and that of his family, has madea
deep impreflion upon us.  Intorm Deacon Bacen,
that my cordial falutations to him' accompany this
letter, as alfo to Elder Green. 1 have it 1n view to
write to the Deacon,as foon as opportuniry will per-
mit, At prefent the want of rime forces me 10 a
clofe ; and with fervent prayers, that you and
_ your companion, may be raught ot God, to walk-as
“heirs of the grace ot life, and for the higheft com~
fort of you both, in rclauon to time and cternity :
we remain

your affcctionate Parents,

A.and E. BURROUGHS
. StepHeN BUrRROUGHS.

Hamover, March 201tb, 1 790
Dun CHiLp,

IT is needlefs to remind you, that whilft we bc—
‘hold a profpect of your being ufeful in life, in your
prefent calling, we partake of that . fatisfaction, in
the profpect, which proved in its operation, likea
- moft reviving and comforting cordial. As foon as
you come to know the heart of a patent, you will.
underftand in a different point of view, from what
you can now, hew the wdfare of a chnld is an ob-

Jje&t




: [ o237 )

ject thatis dear and precious, to fuch a degree, that
in comparifon to this,every other earthly treafure -
is of infignificant and tnfling importance.  Amudft
vour prefent objects and puriuns, that relate to the
concerns and comfort of the preient life ; it would
unfpeakably add to our jov, to fee the evidence that
each of your hearts are reconciled to the charalter
ef that God, who is the giver of happinefs, and the
ohjett of love to every foul, who is made wile to
falvation, WHhilit you are looking into the nature

-ofreligion, we wonder nor, that you are ofientithes

tempted tofcrupie, whether thete is any thing 1n

. religion, whilft you form an eftimate of ‘ir, by the

Jives of the gcncralny of iis profeflors, Whilit you
difcern that iniquity, in its various fthapes, abounds

. amongft them, take heed that it does not, prove a

stone of fumbling, and a rock of offence, 10 you.

" - Ifit fhould, it is a cerrain evidence, that you have

had recourfe 1o a falfe rule,to form your efhimate of

religion by.  If the things, which you behold

and hear, in the conduét and converfation of pro-
teffors,operate in this magner, to worry and perplex
your minds, and you are ready to enquire,  Is there
any thing in religion ? can there any good thing -
come our of Nazareth 2’ I would only reply,in the
words ef Philip to Nathaniel * Come and fee*
make the trial, and then jndge for yourfelves. By
making the tnal underftand me to mean, that you
Yook into the lpmt of that temper, which the word
holds up to view, and let your hearts be fully re-
conciled to fuch a fpirit, and governed by fuch a
temper, and 1 well know, you will want no other
evidence to convince you, that in this wifdom there
is fucha trealure, that all the things you can defire
are not.to be compared to it.  That.you may both
enjoy the happinefs of the focial life, in the mutnal
exercife of fuch a temper, towards each other, is a
prayer,that 18 pregnant with the moft genuine love,
: that
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that our hearts are capablc of cx;cncx cing towaids

you.
We remain

your affectionate Parents,

E. and A. BURROUGHS.
5. BurrouGHs.

Bofisn, November z0tb, 1789
Dear Sig,

I Thank you'for another letter, I am happy to
hear yau are fo well married, I am glad you have
thrown away ambition ; I am glad, likewife, that
you retain it in fo great a degree ; for there are two

forts ; you areambitious of rifing into fame, upon’

the bafis of virtue. 1 charge you, fling not away
" that ambition. You may not rife, however, in the
eyes of the world ; but you will rife in )ourfelf
For what more exalted fitvation can any mortal wifh
to arrive at, than to be able to adopt the words of
the apolile, “ I have maintained a confeience void
of oftence, both towards God and toward mman,” or
to that effe¢t. This, you know, is what you and I
muyfl aim at, or we never can be happy ; and with
this, we fhall he happy, however thc world .may
think of us.
Peaple here are not yet difpofed to believe you
are reformed, in reality ; I will belicve it, and you

muft, for once, dnfappomt the world. I feel greatly

interefted in your wclfare, 1feem to anticipatethe
joy, of your parentsat your reformation.

It fo happens, that I'am always in a huery when
. X receive your letters, ot 1 Ihould be more parti-

cular.

- you, I am afraid the bearer is gone, for I did' not

.. xeceive your letter in feafon,

.. My compliments await yous lady—I fhould be
glad

We have loft one of our ch»l&rm fince T wrote’
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Zlad tofec you both.  The next time I go to Cow-
'nc&xcut I thall vifit you. .
I am, déar fir,
your fairhful friend,
and humble fervant
CALEB BINGHAM.
Br. S. Bunaoucus‘
s : Siralﬁe’ld Fcérua(y 24, '}790".
IR, -

I HAVE rece;vcd your’s, I thank you for the -

refpect you exprefs, which alfo gives me great fatis-
faction, for ‘your acknowledgement to me, that [
have been inftrumen: ol of giving you relief, in time
of diftrefs, which is no more than a duty, which
_rational beings are. bound to do for each oxhcr,
‘exclufive of the bonds of relation. I alfo rejoice to
hear that your behaviour is agrecable, and that you
have gottenan agreeable companion, & that you are
in profperity. My bufinefs was fuch, that I could
not have anpopportunity to wait on your father,
pleafc to exculz me fo him, as 1 underttand
he is bound to'your town, before he returns. I
wifh to be remembcered to your confort, your moth-
er, and your uncle Davis. Thcfe from your aflec-

tionate coufin.
: , STEPHEN SUMMERS.
Mr. S. B'URROUGHS.

Thus.you fee, fis, that m)",port_i,c}n of hnpi:irjéf#

“was complete.  All that was poffible for man to

enjoy, I now experienced, 1 was. raifed to the ut-
moit pinnacle of blifs. But 1 was only raifed to be
thrown from my exalation, to the deepeft aby(s of
wretchednefs and mifery. -

It appears to me, that fortune, to {hqw the cx-
tent of her power, had curioufly interwoven. a train

‘of i r\.umﬁances of.a lmhcxs, the moﬁ delicare ;
"~ and

v

¢
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and of all others, the molt calculated” to make e
vulnerable by her fhafts

From the caftle, trom 4 ftate. of tonhncmcm as
a flave ; from a ftate whore | had fusfered-a courfe
of uncxampled cruetty; tatall among a people, of
all others,the maoft agreéable, humane, and bencvo.
Jent ;- to find among them a. readmiefs to give credn
10 all my virtuces, notwithftanding: the clamour a-
gainft me ; to make ufe of my abilivies, where they
foend them ufcful ; and to treat me as a- hember
of the general tamily of mankind, was- a- tituation,
which rendered me moft tcelmgly ‘happy. Hecre
I tound a fcciety, which I could cnjoy, upon terms |
of thar,ealv accets, which renders it fo grateful.

Here was a theatre'upon which 1 had exhibited
in  fuch a manner, as to raife the defponding
hopes of my triends; to a ftate of the mofl fanguine
expectation, relating to the part, which 1 fhouid
pertorm, as a member of fociety. -Here I had con-
rradied fuch atendernefs for a fond wife and our
helplefs offspring, as to loofe the detire for my owa
pmlpcrm in my anxiety for tham. My own per-

fonal benefit was, now, but a fecondary confidera-
tion, and only vucwcd ot conf(quence, - as 1t contii~
buted to render them bappy.

Here I had a family ; here were friends of near
connedtion ; and here was a focietv, among whoem
1 enjoyed the focial pleatures, in their hipheft per-
feltion ; confequently, Ifelt the mert ardént defire
to render in)felf g vutach, and endearing o ail
thefle.

At the moment, whcn I had obtained the highctt
pitch ot iy ambirion, when I became completely
happy, in ihe erjoyment of all my hearws defire;
to be hurled from this fummit. of bappinefs, and
buried under the: weight of one general -wide ex-
tended ruin ; to fee myfelfin a moment, firipped of
cvery enjoyment @y hc.art heid. dear, angd reduced

back
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back into that fha:e of confiement; from which I
had folately béen liberited, was 4 fitvation, in
which all the powers of mind, ind the ftrength of
‘nature, operated and combmﬁd.m reader .me com-
-pletely miferable. Alas ! thou. unhappy - compari-
;100 of my life, how € our.- profpeéts! buz a

littde time fince, when all sature{miled . on our. en:
deawours; to promete - tbe welfare of . our mutwal
-concern, a ritipg family.: ¢ven our-hearts were €X~
hilarated, our minds werefoothed, and our fouls fil-
led with delight, with the playful fmiles, and open.
ning mind of a sender infant! buralas ! thofe {cenes
are-fled——fled ¢ with the years beyord the flood’’—~

‘tled alas!- bcyond the - reach of hope! No- .more
{hall my heart be made glad by ihe fond embrace,

. No:more fhall the fun rife ta cheex my fond hopes,

oy rifing cxpetacions.  But midnight and. death

tﬂuH howl ‘their horrid. dirges -around iy .bed !
‘mifery. and melancholy thail fpread their fable veil

averevery part of my life, andiaftes my exit (from .
this ftage of exouble, furies: fhall. ihncL 4. dolcful‘
-Tequiem to my departure. . ... B

. 1find, fir, thac-l am wild .and.unconuc&:d xmrhi
xelauon. . The gloomy feene crowded upon me,be—
fore [ was ready to give it a places aed 4, invaluns
tarily, find my pen continually: delineating .thofe
‘melancholy cir¢umftances, I beg pardon for STy

",un:gulacuy. and weld rccalmy.w;mdermgs, A
lauyiu,am. S B A S PRI

,i:v.'. [y oy r,l’l.. ped ot
CHAP XXiL EPAPEEH

e uiz'rr&cwwofwemgmgm ,:,;L;

"‘ Is tenanted by man ! the 1e ewale, ., . . .
U Rickd, deferis, /'J?r,:z - /:a:.(a/:d burning fc;d;' .

2R s U boants of wanflers, poifonsis flingy, and lea:iv s 0.
e “&qumrlm map!, Butfar . ;.o .G
i “ More fad ! This carth is a trpe guap of man
T 84 beinded aré s baughiy lord's delighty :

L ® Py rw-xplre E qwbm kcgbnbld td’: .
PR Gao Lmt"v

crntt
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P taad /am.uu lamwl, envewor 'd pajfiuns bite,
‘ curnsut calamities vur fvua/: /:t..t,
e e dnd thratring /a(e fwld! a[em 0 dz'ww.
et . I

Npmkoutmg' he d(*hgn of tim :lencr, I muft

sigonfefs-that 1 sroiar & lofe, how to deferibe thofe
svend, of which I with Vo give you a juft idea. |
kma: - Totleal fall infinitely {hort of my own wifhes.
‘¥hedeene was fo/ctdo wded™ wich mcxdents, that i
witl “te iinpoffible’ to retate them, in fuch 2
manner, a8 1o keep - them clear and diftindt,
jo'v51d render <cheint entirely intelligible, - Under
thisview, | Have thought it the better way, to give
you ‘extracks of letters, relating to thefe events, inter-
tpeiting thém with:tome explanatery remarks, and
filngup any deticiency, by an additienal relation.
&7 Vo nderftand the after relatien,in as clear a man-
né: asihe narure of rthe thing will admir; it will
béx«eceﬂ‘ary to give you the churacters of fome per-
fows, who were active in ‘my misfortune.  And to
beah wirh tho chief engine of this bufinefs, viz.
Kraki Waters. :This: manwas.a near ncnghbour 19
me, during my living in.my own' famdy, . When
Whaters firft commenced . his career in life, he was
extiemely poos, illerate, il favoured, and of a four
morofc temper ; hence he remained,for a long time,
unknowing and unknown.- A .number of fortu-
nate circumflances happenirg in the courfc of his
bufinefs,. he attained a handfome ‘propcriy. - Whea
he found himielf to bea man of property, ‘he grew
unaccountably prefuming and haughty. He bad,
heretofore, remained among mankind, without at-
tention or noucc, but,now manifefted an ardent am-
bition to ftart-into confcqucnce in the world.

His firft effort was to rife” in'-the military line.
He ftood for the cammand of the company ot which
he was a member, not {paring of his purfe on the
occafion ; but was dcfeated in his purfuit. He
then ftaod for the lieutenancy, and after a length
of ¢ ume, obtained hxs object, The
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The Captainfhip becoming vacant, -a niirber of,.

times, he endeavoured, by the dint of eletioncer=e.:i
ing, o obtain that office ; his exertions were inefzs .
fectual, and he threw up his comm:ffion - in.:a pet;.

and joined a company ot horfe.. . - . . .

Towards this comapany, he trulyadted a benowa-! .

al profperity of the company = buchis after eandict -
made itevident, that ele&tioneering washis ahject,in -

aflifting various membhers of the company with rhole

articles, which rheir .finagces did nnc 2llow them

lent prrr, had his motives been a.regard to the re. .

»

procure, without inconveniency.  Notwihfland-

ingevery excriton which he made sthe choice of iha

the company fell upon a deferving man, ard of -
courle, he occupied the fecond place inthis com-

pany.

company of light horfe, the rebellion broke one,

- which, you will recolle@, was termed Shay’s rebei-

1on.—This produced ‘animofity-ameng reighbors, -

Whilft he held the Mﬁcc of Kewtenant, in.the: -

and almoft every man hecame a ‘partizin. Tho -

militia were called.upon, and Waters, with the reff
of his company, went into fervice, again® the inw

furgents. . Here he'hnd an opportunity of hearing:
- much.{aid:in favour-of. government, 2nd likowife ¢

agaiaft shofe, who thotld oppofe her meafures, -

Having been difappointed, inall his® eflorss, -

becomea man of thar cenfequence in fociety, 1o

which his reftlefs ambition had lead him ; heexa:

pected, that he had now discovered the ‘oniv fitre-
road. o preferment, viz. by making himfelf fo
taken notice of; and ;’)romoted; ’
Under this view of matters, nét having ability
to diftinguith bet veen a real and pretended effift- -

ftrang a ftickler for goverment, that he would ‘be = -

ance to the laws' of the country he becamie the pimp,

rather than the friend of government, = ¢
My rifing fo - fuddenly and rapidly into cfleém:
S had
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had-given this man great umbrage. * Wha* faid .
he “fhall this mufhroom of a' night be rewarded and -
careflcd by mankind, whilft | have. been - labouring -
-years-in‘the purfum;and {pent great part of my time
~ and intereft 1n this bufinefs, and yet be negledted”’? .
The comparifor was too mortifying ; and of courfe,
he fought te remeve that-object from fight, witich
§avc him fo much-paid to view. He was but toe
uccefsful in his undestaking. - -

He had made his calculation-upon anfwcnng two:-
purpafes,in rendering me obnoxious to the laws;viz.
gratifying his own private fpleen, and . gaining the -
commendations of men in office, wha, he: cxpc&td, :
would be gratified, at my downfal’; - hence, afcer
my calamity, he madehis boafts, that. he cfteemed:
the henor he had done himfelf, in' that bufinefs, fo -
highly, that he would not part wuh it for ohe hua- :
dred poupds. - :

Another chara&cr in this buﬁncfs, was one EHde
Putney,an old girl,who hiad not borne the chara@er
of a Lucretia; and ofconfcqucncc; findipg herfelf
at a Jow ¢hb, calculatcd to make forne bold efforts,
to do away a’ jealoufy there was remaining upon the :
miads of many, that fhe was by N0~ Mmeans: expofcd
- to fuffer on acgount of her virtue. - No way’ ap.
peared fo cligible to this antiquated: hcromc, TR
raife a report, of her having withRood fome vxdmc
attacks,upon the caftle of her honefty. - Tlﬂs;bemg
the cafe, you will hear, in the after rdatum, hmv
fhe fucceeded in her undertaking: ;-

The following: character, who maintains -a placc
moft-in d}gmiy, in this | narrauve, is, Daniel-~-Bacon. -
This man is as pun&ualin tclhn% his grear: religi-
ousexercifes, as any:man you will -gencrally - seer
with. Take his-own: account fer- your-cvidence,
and .you will believe him to be the beft-man:hving; .
but, when you examing him critically; by hiy. works,
you will find it neccffary,to place. much te the ac-.

. count
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count of humam frailties, ¥ yao'continue d belicve
in his goodncfs. . He is'a man poflefling a very -te-
nacious. memory, relating to: matters which imake
in his own fivour,and the cmttary, he h;aa ’\q;)/pgl i
fagulty fOrgc;xmg _
His wife comes fwwrd in the ncxt pack and. *
clearly demontkrates, that- fhie is bone of his bone,
and fleth of his fléth. © They are beth endowad v lth
fmall mental: abitities, timid, and fearful of meeting ‘._

,with danger, og every ocuﬁon

Abour fix montos previous to my mafrng:-, two
daughrers of ). Bacom atrended my fcheol.  As |

* taught a fchoel in the cvening, feparate from the

common{chool; many {cholars, who attended in the

- day, ‘likewife atrended. i the evening. ' After

| bad difmiffed the fchool for-the day, 1 generally
mades pradtice of tarrying at-the {chool- houlc, un-

til the time for opening that in the evening, in: br. "
der- ro make forme necetlary arrangements.,

Morear lefs of the fcholars, who lived fome dif-
tanceifront the fchool, dikewife tarried. Ar a cér1 a
tain time;the elder of | D: Bacon’s dag ghters remain-
ed wit hime in-the.fchool-houle, during the inter,
miflion, betgcen sthe-two fchoold. A nurnber of -
circumftances” happeningto throw-a certain enjoy-
mest, fylliin. my wview, the trmptaﬂon was too
powerfol. I feli before ir. 'Lhe fatal* moment,”
wag palt. ¢ could:not'be recalled.  ‘After T had' .
reticed: from fchool, the objet: had:its full -opera-
tion ‘upon my mind. - Fhis was a moment of calm-
ncf: - This was-a mement in which the examing-
tion niamy conduct gave ife the keenelk pain. - -

Lconﬁdmd that my fitaation had bccn themeans - .
of gaining eafy-accefs to her virtue.  That fhehad. *
been taught to put the moft implicit confidence in
my.inftru@tion, - That the exampi¢, ih me, would -
havea fatal influchceon her principles of virtue.

Tadc cowﬁderalxons gaye me no {fnalt degree
& of
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of urcmnc‘u, }lemented oy unisimely fodiy Lot Too

late, I lamenied it. Itookthc carlieft: f‘n;zor'umty
of rcpalrmg the 1 m_,ury, fo & far as ua; HOW I my
poyei. | o

Nor long aﬁcr lhns the fame o“portumtv ﬂ:cnrg
again, at the {chool houfc I'eniered .into converfa.
tion with the. girl, on the (ubject, I endcavoured to.
give hl{n ftatement of my own views on the fub-

Ject.  Iexpoftulazed with her in the warmeft terms,
spon the impropricty of cver fwerving from the
path of virtue. I intimated to her, that from the
principles of integrity, as well as tenderrefs to her
own welfare, I (hould keep this bufinefs a fecret
from every perfon living. It is truc, [ gave her re
charge to keep this unhapﬁy bufinefs buried in ‘her.
own breaft. [ prefumed, that the laws of delicacy
and felf prefcrvation would have been fuflicient. for:
fuch a purpofe, but in this I wasdeccived.. . .

She divulged the fecrct ameng fome of her com-
panions. By littie and lirttle, it gained ground, un-
tilit came to the knowledge of Ifracl Waters. He
embraced the opportunity ro” make fuch arrange-
ments with the parents of thefe girls, as-to- carry his .
diabolical plan into executipn.. He pretended
great concern for the welfare-of the girl’s character,
and faid he withed to fave her free from imputa-
tion of blame.

. Marters being under this fituation, onc: mommg;
about the dawn of day, I wasawaked, and made pri-
foner by a fheriff, Waters,and a numbcr of_.others:
I was lmmcdlately carried to the hople of Waters;
~and kept clofely confined, until the evening fuc--
cccdmg, when there arrwed two lawyers, one to act
as juftice of the piece, and the other to advocntc the
caufe, in behalf o the ftate... . -; :

A circumffance fomewhat cunous, that rhd'c
gentlemcn fhould comc twenty miles, to make in-
quiry mro a migter, when . there. were four Juﬂ'ces

hvmg
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itving within the dtﬁ'ancc of four mxlc:,, who were
equally comnperent to make the inquiry. .

b waus brought béfore the juftice, and heard the
complaincread, which tomained allcgatmns againit
mé, Aﬁx?»unnng toarape: To this, you amay dc-
pmﬂ ‘Fplead not guthty.

-When thé girl was examined, the would not ﬁand
the teft,'but declared thit 1 onlv had mrade the at-
temprto raviflt her, without fuccefs. ’

To my aftomfhm:.nt‘I found two others were

- cailed upon 1o give: tuhmony, viz. Elice Putney,

and a'younger fifter of the firft mentioned girl.
They all tefifidd 1o the “farhe, m)gort that [ had

- Taid viokut hards “tivor Ihun, fn various places,

and exerted allmy . abﬂmcs to proceed with them
to acts of imiquiry’; ‘buc'they had made fuch noble
refiftanct, as 1o ovércome ‘my gredteft gxertions,
and-farrly otre marched me'in fyeageh '{,“
‘Afeerthey had filitfed héis {vudcnce upou thc(c

fmzmcrs of dffence, the juttide made’ out iny " mitti-

mus 10 jail; for tridl ¢ fhc next fupreme courr

be: holdeh fix: momhs df‘rerwa'rd tor ‘an aifault
with-an mtvnr ro raveh: Notmlhiiaxxdmg, the
court of quartet [¢ffions had copcatrent jurifdic-
‘tion‘with the fuprethe coutt, in caufesof this kind,

-ana fat,if I miftake not, four* months foonF'r, -

The: gn’la, D. thon and wifc, wgrc boun«1 ovu
to-give tcﬂlmony at‘thc ﬁttlng ofthe o.ourc K \_.

- Toundcrrake a deriprion of i iny &clnng§ under

this fituation, woulll BE as fruirlefs,as to arteitipt to
givea Blind aii ar dea of cdloiits.: "I "hate to
-dwtll upon the feene; fong enoujsh tor blV\. you the
gcncr.xl oct:urrenccswhx b 100K p'acc,

It rakes my heall' ronround in d maze; to dwell
tong cnough upbn'th’nfe mau‘crs (o) brmg Lhcm a-
gain tito view, fo thicT tmay fate them "in order,
¥ rejoice that- I may turii'ydu to the perafal' of fome
fetters; which wil lead youitito the knowlcdge of
fadts,; without my writing them over again. My
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My Dear, . o . 1
~ AFTER the (cene of laft night, you will not |
“woader at my fecling all thé horrors of my fituation.

‘Oa the way, not a word [aid. . All huthed with that
difmz} Glcace, which betokens the feelings even of
“thof¢, whole dccupartion is ‘cruelty. Abowut mid-
 night we arrived ar the-goal, and after fome diffi-
*culty, the Cerberus of this place of human woe was
“aroufed, and procuring’a number of hig mafly keys,
_the ponderous doors growléd on their. hinges,

‘10" open o my view and anticipation the regions

“of horior acd defpdir., The doors again  were, clof-

;¢d;ahd all the 'bolts refponded, to the iran- force of
“their mafly keys ; ‘the fcene around me is beyond
- +defcripiion ; through the remainder of the night,
' r_"n{’m}‘x;d was overborne by the weight of what had
‘taken place, in fuch a ,r’apivd,lchf:cd-ﬁon, for twenty
*four hours before : nature gave way, and 1 funk in-
‘1o forgetfulnefs.’ 1 awcke with the light, but not
© 1o ftupidity. "The mind became vigorous apd clear,
by a 'mo'ixi,c'x’)t‘s relaxation, all the avenues of fenfibi-
“fity were open ; thé pofitive and, relative herrors
‘of my fituation came rolling upon me,like a forrent
‘of deftruction, threatening inftant defelution.  All
‘my fattering protpects in life, in a moment, blafted. :
‘A wife, whom I adore, an infant, and on}y child, '
lot in a‘moment, by the merciful hand of juftice
O ! Horrid profanation ! to call that by the name of
. juftice, which pature recoils at with dilguft. . Is
this the lot of man ? to have his foul filled, with
‘cotiplsic happine ; to be poflett with every object,
‘which could gratify his repetet with ; in order 10
be thrown -from the epjoyment of . all, to.ren.
der his mifery abfolute 1 ipw your feelings upoh
‘thele trytng cvents. 1 know the various mancei-
'Vg‘qs", which Wwill be made ufe of, in ordef to pre-
poMeTs yout mind againlt ‘my conduct, and of courfe
I favour ‘of "the proceedings of, thefe. petfons

o -

il oim——
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who have combined together for my defirudtion,
In order to.counteract their defigns, I could have
recourfe to argumenis, entreaties, and perfuafions ;
but all thefe I deip: fe. = If I poflefs your confi-
“*dence, to fuch a degree, as that you will be able to
refift the various efforts made yfe of again(t me, I
thea poflefs every thing in you, that I wifh for,and
thort of thar, there is nothing fer which I am ambi-.
tious. I wih to fee you, even in this drcary placeof
confinement. 1 know you muft be fhocked at the'
profpect,which you will find prefented to your view;
fhould you come to this * place of torment !”* bur °
notwizhfianding, I cannot fay, but what I, wifh' to -
fee you, even here ; chat is all the remammg com-
fort, which inow even glimmers before my eyes, and
how long that fpark of confolation may remain, I
Know.not. . If1 fhould be depnvcd of it before to-
MOrrow’s. daw»n, not more ftiange fhould I efleem
that,than rhaufands of occurrences, through which I
have pafled, fince 1 began my mclanx.holy caieer in
life. What a boft of flatrering friends and humble
fervants, had I, two days fince, but now where are
they'? Not one, who dares to fhew his head. The -
town of C——n will no more contend in what part -
of it I thall refide. So welldo I know the bafenefs
of the human heart,that for one fhilling,Iwouldpart
with all my chance of friends, 1n this wide world,"
(yourfelf excepied.)  And yer, whofe. profpects of
unalterable frieads were ftronger than mine. Am I
altered 2 am | changed? am not I the fame in
name, and mature, 1n feeling, and in fentiment ¥
but miy profpects arc olafted, and my friends are
vanifhed. \Why do 1 write thus lengthy ? becaufe it
loofes me from niy fituation for 2 moment. Write.
to me.-- Say any thivg to difpel  the gloom, fora
moment, cven ific be matters not founded in fact.
1 rcmam with tendernefls and affe&ion. ‘
3 STEPHEN, BURROUGHS
v h H My’
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My DEar, '

1 WAS miftaken in not valuing the friendfhip
of thofe, who made profeffions in‘time of profperi-
ty. Ifind to my furprife, there are fome real
friends, and cven thofe, who dare profefs it to the
world, ftrange ! Thofe who dare affert the caufe
of innocence, notwithftanding the power of
oppreflors ! Captain [ r was here this day,
and offered to become fponfor for the payment of
a50l. on condition of my being libefated, till court,
€annot our friends, or relations,I might more juftly

~ fay,be prevailed upon to give bailtor the other 250!?
I fhatl think it very furprifing if ftrangers will thew
more kindnefs, than the neareft relatives. 1 find
that the opinion of the world is much more favour-
able, than I expeéted. Many independent minds
view this matter as they ought, according to the
cvidence which has been offered. For a girl to

’prctend that violence had been offered her, fix -
months before fhe makes the’ matter known, even

- to her neareft intimates, and feek the company of

the perfon, whe had offered the violence, perpetu-
ally and continually, until juft before the difcovery
is to take placeis, to me, a line of condu& hardly
credible, and to the candid world appears ludicrous,
to the laft degree. - Yet, notwithftanding the ridi-
culous foundation upon which this matter refts, my
encmies exult in the profpect of bringing ruin up-
on my head, by fupporring the charge of violence

ainft the virtuous, the inodeft,and amiable L—-y

L—n ; who, from her own flory, (did'we not

in charity difbelieve her), would make herfelf one
of the moft barefaced w—r"s,who difgrace - her fex,
and bring a bluth upon the cheek of every mod-
eft woman. Yet, I know the world at large can
believe an infamous report, (however incredible’ in
itfelf ) fo much readier than a good one, that my
apprehenfions have been much alarmed, by the
.- great
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- -great exertions, which are now making, left fuch

an invincible prejudice thould be raifed againft e,
as greatly to mar the equity of the trial. - I know
“upon thatone circumftance, refts the whole expec-

" tation of my encmies; thould they not futceed in

thar, they mu®t fall with the rapidity of Lucifer;
ther¢fore,no pains will be wanting, on their patt;to
efec their purpofe, in fuch a way ; if 1 obtain my
liberation by bail, I think they muf® be difappoint-
ed, in their warm expectations. . Strange thar man -
fhould be fo blind to his'own happinefs, and 0 the
part heoughttoact,as touflehis exertions forthe mife-
xyofhis fellow. Theillsoflife,by the commdn courfe
of nature, are man{,ahd hatd to be borne ; and our

1 the {ympathy, commiferation, -
-and compaflion of each other, to render it tolerable;
but, when to the common ills of life;, the artificial
cruelty of vengeful mortals is added, then is the
cup of bitternefs completely filled ; then fhall we
find racks and gibbets, pillories,and whipping pofts.
The inventors of thofe véry engines 6f cruelty will
boaft of their fuperior lenity, declating themflélves
with great oftenration, to be the happy few, who
have ever known the feelings of compaflion towards
cach other, cxulting at theextent of their humanity,
fo fuperior to that of the Turks, Ruflidns, andtar-
barians. Miftaken wretches ! and’ becaifc they
can find fome more cruel than themlelve, they
deem this matter a fufficient evidence, of théir own
great goodnefs ; but fhould they for a moment
make the comparifon, between their own conduct,
and the real 1tandard of benewolence, viz. the con-
du@ of Deity, how would they be abafhed and
fhrink with aftoniftiment, at their own bafenefs.
Where do we find prifons and tortutes prepared by
him, for offending mortals? does he take advantage
of every lapfe;which he fees in us,ro wreck his ven.
geance ? fhould he do this, how few would %avc

the
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‘the leifure to purfue his neighbor’s diftru&icn?
Should matters surn out in fuch an unforrunate
manner, as to render it difficult to obtain liberation,
on bail,;mmediately, J with you tocome to W r
foon,if ycu find it can be affected without -difficulty,
-otherwife, you will do well to defer your journey
for the prefent. S
1 remain &c.
STEPHEN BURROUGHES. .

Dear Sir, v

. YOURS of the 20th ult. came fafe to hand. 1
read it with pleafure, becaufe any thing” coming
from you gives me pleaflure, but more-particularly,
that which fpeaks your mind, and partakes of the
nature of fentiment. . You mention a defire to fee
me, I dn not think I can come to W———r until
court, the reafons are but too well known te ycu,
already ; and thefe reafons appear to me conclufive ;
however, I with to a& with pruderce and delibera-
tion on the matter, and fhall, therefore,avait you o-
pinion on the fubje&t. The profpe of bail is en-
tirely out of the queftion, owing to the influence of
—— , ; however terrible fuch a con-
dition, yet you muft bear it, and I with you may
- do it with compofure,and not think of riding ycur-
felf of confinement; by any illegal meaiures. The
fatal confequences, fhould you fueceed, will be but
too fenfibly felt by me.  The country yow muft
leave. Imuft then remain forfaken, incumbered
with a helplefs intant, and what is more, uncerrain
what tohope for, or what not to fear.'~ Almoft any
fituation, to me, weuld ke preferable to-thar, I
tremble at the thought, that it is' even poflible, for -
fuchan event to take place. Is your love towards
mefincere ? and can you bear to leave your country,
to leave mc, and your babe, without a friend, upon

' . whom
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whom we fhall have the confidence to rcﬂ fo" pm-
teéticn and fupport ?
1 remain, in hafte,.
your lovmg wife.

SALLY BURR H‘C‘,

My Derr, o -
YOURS of the 5th inftant arrived yefrerday; my
feelings were vanoufly affected by irs contents.

Your intimation, of what comes from me gncs yoir

pleafure, was truly an ntimarion of the mott plca-

Aing kind to me ; bur, what was’ the diff:rence of

my fcclmgs whenyou tell me you fhall nor come
o W runtil court. Do'yeu imagine I can
wear awav five gloomy months, without one drop
of comfort, mixed in this cup ¢f bitrernefs? can
this conduct be confitent with the du'y you owe
to me, Can it he confiftent with that Jove, which
you profefs,to forfake me,in this time of difficulty ?

Thisis the time for trial, this is the time for the
ferious proof of ‘the affeions of our friends. I

‘have feen your father rwice, fince' I faw you, I talk-
‘ed with him relating to his intentions, concerning
you, and whccher he was willing you fhould come

to W -r, on'a vifit, he did not give me a deci-
ded anfwer, etther in the negative, or affirmative,

He appears to be apptchenfive, that fo foon as
mv liberation’ takes place, 1 fhall, with indigna-
tion, quit the country,and entirely leave you, or elfe
carry you to regions unknown to him. Did he
know the feelings of my heart, on that fubje&, his
ideas would undergo a rcvolunon;and he would rea-
fon with mote candor, - g

In refation to my affe@ion towards you, 1 thmk
that you muft be perfectly fenfiblé, that it is ftron-
ger than the powers-of misfortune. You afk me
1f 1 can leave youand flee my country ; would you
afk the tender mother if fhe will leave her helplefs

' infant?
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infant ? or the turtle dove, whether fhe will leave

her mare ? It is for you, my Sally, that I live 5 itis |

- for you that I endure theills of life.  Should J leave
‘you, what then would become of my Sally, the idol
of my foul, the delight of my eyes ? my foul fhud-
ders at the thought, and recoils with horror at the
reficction ! may the cold hand of death fooner clofe
thefe eyes, fo accuflomed to-forrew, than fuch e-
vents thould bappen. You can hardly conceive
of my feelings, in this fitvation et wretchednefs;
they are like the boiftrous ocean in time of tempeft ;
confufion and difh efs, anguith and defpair, perpet-
ually aflail me ; } rave with madnefs,and grow ful-
len with difappointmenr. . My fleeping moments
often flatter me you are prefent, I awake to difap-
pointmeat, and curfe my. dreams, for openning all
my wounds afrefh, and caufing the blood of afflic,
tion to flow in ftreams anew. The clouds of dark~
nefs which now hang over us are thick and gloo-
my, but muft not they be foon driven away ? will
pot that God,who knows the fecrets of the heart ap-
j>car for injured innocence? By the united advice
«f my friends, I have engaged Mr. S——g of A—
sather than M——k. Sunday morning, I have

yuft openned my eyes from a pleafing dream, me--

thought ] was at liberty with you, and enjoying all
the {weets of focial life, the rapture of this {cene o-
verpowered my fleep, and I awoke 5. but to what
did [ awake ! to behold myfelf alone, environed by
the glqomy walls of a jail, compofed of huge rocks
.and mafly bars of iron, without the hope of even
feeing you until ceyrt : 1 fay wrong, i have hopes
~ of [ceing you foon, and muft . not be difappointed.
You.defire me to. make myfelf contented. You may
as well defire the drowning man not to feizc on ev-
ery {fubftance within his grafp. :
: Dzar Sir, . ;
YOUR favour of the 1sth I rcccived. Tt ;‘vas
wit

e

* emme
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with gratitude I received it, You intirate a diiffat«
isfaction at my declining a vifit to you. But think
nor, fir, that it is for the want of affe@ion, that 1
abftain from coming to fce you. * The dlfagrctahlc
necceffity I may hereafier be under; of fubfifting up-
on the help of my triends, makes me fearfol of tak-
ing meafures, which ‘will offend them.  Notwith-
ftanding, fince you {o earncttly defire it, 1 fhall try
every proper meafure to fee you. .-

I have heard chat you have made artempts to
break jail. 1 cannot anfwer for the truth of thefe
reports. Ithink it the better way to lie quiet un-
til court, however difagrceable the idea may ap-
pear, and not run any rifk by trying to extricare
yourfelf from confinement, by unlawful “meafuies.
Should you fucceed, you would labour under very
great ecmbarraflments, op account of leaving the
country ; if you have any regard for an affticted
}vnfc or an infant chlld once the delight of your

oul

It is impoffible to conceive the anxiety that per-
petually fills' my mind, relaring to thefe unhappy e-
vents. Sometimes I am ready to give myfelf gver
for: loft, thrown out iintoa troublefome worid, to-
endure, alone and' unfupperted, the hardfhips aned
duftreffes incident to fuch a fituarion. Buta'as! .

- how can 1 harbour fuch a thought ? you certainly

cannot with to deceive me. You muft be entirely
fenfible of my affection towards you.,

I hear fo many reports, and obfervations, that at
times, my fears almoft overcome me. ‘\d.ay God
gracioufly fupport me under thofe trials, which [

~ am now called to pafs through. -~ I remain, with

the warmeft aftection, your tovmg, though affliGed
and forrowful wife. -

SALLY BURROUG_HS.
\ chmhr.
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, December. :'.Slb._k

_ h’ D.ag,

IN aniwer to yours of the 21ft, 1 havc to com
municaie, that a degree of faiisfation was receiv-
ed in that leuer, which is entircly inexpicffible.
There is a fomething in 1eceiving teftimonies of
attachment and eftecm, when we are in adv:;xﬁty,
whieh 1s exquifitely grateful ; on the other hand,
to experience injuries and abufe, at fuch rimes, is.
far more infupporiable, than when we arein com-
mon profperity.

Refpecting thofe reports of my aucmptmg to
break jail, they are as unfounded as many others,
which havebeen in circulation, 1 have not the
moft diftant idea, under prefent circumftances, of
making any fuch attempt. - ,

‘You mention your anxiety, on account of the re-
ports,and obfervations, which you connnually hear.
made.  To furnifh you with what evidence the na-

“turc of the thing will admit, 1 fhall refer you to
© that line of conduct, which you have heen acquain-
ted with in mc, from the knowledge you ever had
of my perfon and principle. .

You cntertain a fear of my abandomng you, af
ter my liberation.  This appears to me Itrange.,
When 1 have once found a friend, I do not eafily
let him go, even in a ftate of the grgauﬂ: ‘profpeii-.
tv. My foul was formed for friendihip, and when
1find a friend, who canendure the ftorm of adver-
fity, I1do not think there i is, 1n the nature of things,
an equivalent to be rccexvcd in exchange, for fuch
afriend. When you confider, that in addition to
all thefe confiderations, I ftand in the relation of a
hufband to you, and ofa parent to our infant ; can
there remain the moft diftant jealoufy in your mmd
that I fhall forfeir all claim to every principle of
integrity, under thefe obligations ! !

Surely, my dcar, if you takeall thefe cxrcumﬂan..

ces
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ees which I hidve mentioned, into your feriou$ coii=
fideration, it will be an effe¢tual bar, againft the ef-
fect of the fuggeftions,of thofe meddling characters;
who ‘wifh to deftroy your peace of mind.-
That you may enjoy every blefling, which the
kind hand ot providence beftows on mortals, is the

fervent prayer of your affectionate hufband. -
- "'STEPHEN BURROUGHS.

. January 3d.
Dear Sir, : ,

ALTHOUGH I am at liberty from altual con-
finement, yet 1 partake of the “affliction, which en-
virons you on every fide. 1 wifh it wasin my pow-
er to grant you fome relief; and could you point
out any way, in which fuch an object can be effect—
£d, moft gladly will I attend to it. It is now near-
ly two months,fince 1 faw you,and God only knows,
what I have endured fince. It is not the want of
friendfhip, which keeps me from feeing you. My
thoughts, by night and by day, are with you,
and drink deep of the cup of affliction, which is fet
beforeus. Idreadto * * # ® *# ® * ¥ ¥ & wu
l*ﬁ'***##*".*‘*’**‘.‘Iam,dc;
termined to make you a vifit, as foon as convenien-
cy will admit, unlefs you think the rcafons againft
it are too great to be difpenfed with, The conflict
between ® * * *-* & x ® & x ¥ has been greatly
trying, but it is now decided. 1 am deferzined, in
future,to regulate my condudt, according to the °
wifhes of my unhappy partner, lct the feelings of
others be as they may. o '

1 fhall wait, with anxious expeltations. for your
anfwer 1o this ietter, fpecifying your @wifh, with
refpe to my coming to Worcefter, ’

And now,dcar fir, accept the advice of one, who,
in the warmth of duty and affedtion, feels ardently
defirous for your welfare and profperity. :

: I Ths
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The time of your afiliGtion cannet endure always.
There muft bean end to thefe trials. Therefore,
fir, I with you would compofe yourfelf under your
fituation, and remain as contented under it, as the
‘nature of the thing will admit. Look forward to
happier fcenes, thatawait us hereafter, in fpite of
all the malice of the Pemons of difcord. It can-
not render your fituation any more tolerable, to fuf-
fer yourfelf to-be thus overborne, by the wight of
your misfortunes. Let us bear with fortitude the
ftroke of misfortunes Let us fhew to the world.
that we can rife above the malicious ftrokes of all
our enemies. While I give this advice, 1 hardly
‘know how to follow it myfelf. My forrows make
me almoft frantic with grief ; but I am in hopes,
that by long exertions, 1 fhall be able to render
them more tolerable. Iremais,with conftant fidel,
ity, your loving wite. )

" SALLY BURROUGHS.

‘ . ~ 12th Fanuary.
My Diar, o , _
~ YOURS, of the 3d inftant, I grascfully acknowl-
cdge; in it} traced the marks of the trueft affection.
How grateful to my heart hefe tokens of efteem,
ina time of adverfity. There is a luxurency of en-
joymeng in (ympathetic friendthip, when the dole-
ful knell'cf woe tells in my ears, which beggats .
all defcription. In your letter, you advife nte not
to fecl my misfortunes. Do you know that we
- were both mnade to feel.  And what nature has done,
we (hall find hard to undo. Your advice was foun-
ded, 1 know,upon the principles of true benevo-
lence,but think—you miftake, in fome meafure, the
opceration of the human heart.

‘The moft certain manner of leffening our ago-
mics is, to give way before their preflure, and con-
fcls we feel their force.  Fortitude is but a dr;am';

or
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for where lics the merit of being infenfible to the
ftroke of adverfity, or in diffembling our fenfibility ?
If we are infenfible, that is entitely owing to a hap-
py confirution, formed by the hand of naturc.
This blefling is only obtained,as the gift of heaven,
in our formation. No art or aﬂidulty of ours can
ever acquire it.’

If we diffemble our fcclmgs, we only endeavour,v
by artifice, to periuade others, that we enjoy privi-
leges, which,in f3¢t,we do not enjoy ; and while we
eadeavour to appear happy, we fcel all the pangs of
internal mifery ; and all the felf repoach of
endcavouring to deceive.

Nothing is more certain, than that tears amd
groans grow out of pain ; and when misfortunes
opprefs, it is our duty and intereft to take refuge
under fuch coverts,from the ftorm, as we can obrain.
To fly for fupport to friendthip. To fly for fap-

rt to wailings and Jamentation, or to any thing,
which will alleviate our diftrefs, ’

~ Itis faid by Philo‘ophers, that our paffions are
the fource of all our miferies ; this has beena fub-

ject of abundant declamation. "I ewn that they are

the fource of all our misfortunes; but they are, a:
the fame time, the fource of all our pleafures :
therefore, the ffudy of our'lives ought to be, not to
diffemble an abfence of paffion ; but to repel thofe,
which lead to vice, by thofe. which direct to virtue.
Your vifit was a moft-grateful circumftance ;
there is a pieafure in feeing you, even here, thou'r‘x
intermingled with grief,which is a great alleviation
to my ftaze of diftrels. Next to fecing you, is e, -
pleafure of recciving your letters. 1 with you w
favour me with this latter agreeable circumftance,
as often as conveniency will permit. 1 remain,
with thé warmeft {entiments of affection, your lov-

;ng hufband.
STEPHEN BURROUGHS
‘ 17
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: 5tb Felrury

Drar Sir : -
YOURS, of.the 12th of laft month, was handecd
me this morning. Since I wasat Worcefter, I' bave

written to daddy Burroughs. 1 hereby fend you in-

clofed, a copy of my letter.

You may think, thar my anxiety for your wel-
fare, led me to take {fuch meafures, in the courfe
of my advice, as would not anfwer the puipofe,
which I had defigned. What' I exprefled, was the

" overflowings of my heart.. You, undoubredly, will

make fuch.ufe of it,as your fuperior judgment will
point out. I have the moft ardent defire for your

profperity. 1 fuggeft fuch ideas for its accomplith. -

ment, as my weak capacity will produce. Per-.
haps, I view matters too much on the dark fide.
Bur, when I take ‘a view of what has happened to’
you,{ince you came upon the ftage of action ; of the
1avincible prejudicg, mankind have rooted in their
minds, againft you; and of the horrid effe@s of
prejudice ; I cannotbut tremble at your approach-
ing fate. : : . '
We often view with herror, the effcéts of fuper-:

- flition upon the mind of man, in matters of relig-

ion. We havefeen the moft fenfible of men led-
into fuch acts of barbarity and cryelty, as have dif-
graced the human charaiter, by the fhocking influ-
ence of fuperftition. . 1 find that fugerflition is nor,
alone, confined to matters of religion. lts rage is
equally great againft a character unpopular, from
any other caufe. A chara&ter however loaded
W% infamy, retaining the principles of virtue, is

"the greateft ornament to human nature, of any part

of her exiftence..  Many regard virtue, only as it

is attended with applaufe. Thofe, whoare really -

virtuous, regard it for the internal pleafure, which

it confers. Such models, 1 with were held up to

view,as worthy of imitation. Believe me to be,
' ' with

/
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with: fentiments of the finccreft ..ﬂ'c&mn your
iovmcr and dutiful wife.
' SA LLY BURROU(:HS
- HoNORED AND DEAR Sm :

- YOU will hardly en:crtain an idea of my -at- -
tempting fo lay open to your view, the bleeding
anguifh of my heart ; ‘the diftrefled firvation ro
which your fon isreduced ; and the agony of mind,
1 endure on that account : This is beyand . the pow-
er of language. - It muft require a very fertile mind,-
and an heart of great fenfibility, even to figure, the
moft diftant refemblance, of this horrid fituation.

To give you fome idea of thefc evenes. About
3 o’clock in the morning, the room in which we.
ilept, was broken open, by a man by the name of
Ifracl Waters, attended by a fheriff, and a number

.of others,who feized your fon, and with a very im-

perious ione, bade him get up, immediately, ard
drefs himfelf, FHe was then conveyed to the houfe
of this Waters, who was a near neighbour, or rath-
cr lived in the neighbourhcod, where he was l\epr
through the next day, clofcly confined. '

It appeared, that this Warers had, of hiz. own
fclf moaving will,intermeddled in a-matter,in which
he was neither mcdlately,nqr immediately conceérn-
ed ; had applycd toa Juftice, living at the diftance
of twenty miles, to make inqueft into thefe mat—
ters of charge, although a number of juftices lived
in the vicinity ; had brought forward an attorney,
to exert himfeif in the bufinels, ta your fon’s difad-
vantage ; under thefe circumftances, you will not -
readily fuppofe, that Waters 2éted from a princi~
ple of the ftricte(t uprightnefs, in this profecution ;
necither fought for an impartial inveftigation of
the bufinefs. '

The charges were truly of a heirous natuare ; but
the evidences brought forward, in fupport of thefc

charges
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chatges were of a kind, too ridiculous to mention.

There nay befomethmg in this bufinefs, which is
fcen by the gemlemen of the law ; but as for my
own part, I cdnnot fec the mofl diftant colour of
evidence, to fupport the charge. Added to this,
your fon’s conduct, ever {ince my acquaintance with
him, hag not borne the moft diftant appearance’ of
fuch a principle, cither in his treatment ot me, or
his conduct towards others.  Under thefe circum-
ftances, you cannot wonder at my feeling very dif-
fcrent, upon this fubjedt, from what many would

wifh, who have raifed a clamour again{t him.

And now, honored and dear fir, let me afk you,
wnat wouid be your fenfations, fhoutd your bofom
companion be taken from you in fuch a barbarous
and cruel manner, thrown into prifon, there to re-
main confined a jong time, without fcme benevo-
lent friend would appear and give baii? 1 know the
bail js exceflive, but 1 can pracure onc half of the
{ecurity, from one of my neighbours ; .therefore, lct
me beg of you, fir,to come down, and fee your un-.
happy Ton.

Were you “under fimilar cxrrumﬁances with us,
svould you not wifhy would you not expect, that
your Parent would afford you relicf, under fuch a
fitnation? I am pertectly {enfible, that you will run
-no rifk, in performing this a& of kindnefs. .

. Ido not feel a willingnefs to rcceive a denial, to.
thts requeft, fo much depends upon your g*antmg
my petition, -

Had I the moft diftant Jcaloufy, that any danger
would attend this act of kindnefs, I fhould not pre-
fume upon this petition ; but, as I feel the moft un-
limited confidence in every cngagément being
performed on ourpart, I cannot difmifs the fubject
without cmtreating you, by évery fentiment of jul-
tice, of humamty, and parental affection, " of com-

paﬁion
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paffion to the {afferings of your unhap Py children,

to liften to this requeft, and grant my petition,
I remain your dutiful,
 though aftti&ted and
forrowful daughter,
SALLY BURROUGHS.
Rev. Epen Burrovcus.

I was confined, notwithftanding, until-the fitting
of court.  When I was brought to the bar,1 found
three endi¢tments againft me, each charging mc
with an affault, with an intent to cemmit a rape.
To the feveral charges | plead; not guiliy.

As this time, there were on the bench, as judges,
Dana, Ro! 1t lreat Pain, and Ns.han Cufhing ;
Jamcs Sullivan, attorney general.

A large concourfe of people had aflembled on thjs
occafion’; and many evidences preduced in behalf
of the commonwealth, to fubflantiate the charges,
which were brought againﬂ me,

After the evidences were gone throvgh, on both
fides of the queftion, and my courtel bad wade their
remarks on the butinels, the attorney general arofe,
and addrefling himf&lf 0 the audieace, made forie
very fevere remarks upon the town of Charletor,
for employing mc in the bufinefs of tcaching a
fchool ; and obfervatioss, yer more fevere, upon
the clergyman of the tewn (Mr. Campbell) for
giving his approbation to fuch a bufinefs ; and
moreover, for even hewing ccmpafiion to me, un dcr
my prelent fituation..

Mr. Campbell, who wa; in ceurt,arcfe, and beg‘
ed leave of the eourt to offer.one word, by way of
reply, to what the. attorney general had obfcncc‘
relating to him _]Udgl. Pain cmnmanded him to fit
down.” Mr. Cmnpbcil rcp!hd “ that he fhouldy
by no means have made the requeft of addrefing the

audicnce, upon this cccafion, hadhot his nasic been
, ¢xawn
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drawn iato quc(hon, in this very fingular and ex-
u.mrdmary manner, being thus publickly charged
with blame, and that 100} in the moft wanton.man-
ner, when it was no way connected with the caufe
upon trial : under thefe circumflances, he thought
himfclf warranted to afk, and infift, upon rhe priv-
ilege of anfwering (hc ungenerous afperfions,
which had been thrown wpon his character.”
Without ‘anfwering his reafons, judges Dana and

Pain ordered him, 1n the moft peremptory manacr, -

o fit down. He .nccord'mgly defifed, and fat
down

"T'o accaunt for this very. ﬁnguhr condudt, I will

oiter you what evidence 1 ever-received upoin the
fubje@. Mr. Campbell, who was a mag of feeling,
had often exprefled his fentiments upon my imprit-
onment &c. as being :too fevere ; this highly dif-
pleafed. Waters, and he thrcatencd that Mr. Camp-
bell fhould be difabled at court, if he did not change
his fentiments.  This, 1 fuppoft, was the pum(h-
ment contemplated.

Afier the attorney gencral had ﬁmﬂacd his, ad:
drefs to the audience and jury,he far down ; and
Juige :Cufhing arofe, and fummed up the evi-
dence to the jury ina-very clear, candid, and im-
. partial manner.  After he had fat down, judge Pain

arofc and addreffed the j _]ury ina fpccch ofan hour’s
length.

This was a fubje&, in whnch he appeared engag-
ed, to the laft degree. In the courfe of his obferva-
tion hc took notice of every circumftance, which
wnade againft me, cither in the feelings of peopie,
orin paint of law.,

Atter him, tollowedjudgc Dapa, in a fpeech of
equal lenigth. ‘After exhaufting himfelf, in purs

fuading the jury, that 1 was guilty ; after repeating

the fevere temarks againft the town of Charleton,
and Mr. Campbet?, he defifted, y
ou
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You will rike notice, that at thistime, twe juties
were ' fiiting, upon two endi¢tments. The next
morning,one jury returned their verdi&, guilty. The
ather, not gutlty. ‘

Immediately uponthis,I was ayain endicted for two
other crimes, foundcd upon the fame fa@s, and {ups
ported by ihe fame evidence, as was exhibited upon
the former endi&ments, viz. “ open, grofs,lewd, and
lalcivious condu&.” To thefe ¢harges, 1 plead not
guilty, but afterward, by the advice of my counfel,
entered a retraxit,and plead guilty,

My counfel alledged, that one jury had already,
upon the evidence,. brought me in guilty of ats
tempring to ravifh— That it would not be fo ex-
traordinary, for them ro find me guilty of the crime
now laid to my charge, as it was for them to return
4 verdict againft me, on the other endi¢tment ; and,
if they fhould return an unfavourable verdid, the,
court, it was probable, would be more fevere in
their fentence, than what they would, fhould I
throw myfelf on their mercy, by pleading guilty.”

. 1 abjected to this,for the following reafons,” vizs
* | am accufed,” faid 1, of open lewdnefs. Accor-
ding to the account of 'the .witnefles, every thing
which took place, was in private ; therefore, how
it can be faid, that open lewdnefs is proved by thig
teftimony, I cannot conceive, Open lewdnefs is
every thing of that kind, which the law cenfures and
punifhes; cherefore, it #ppears to me plain, that
only a bare poflibil:ty remains for a jury to ‘be¢ {0
far lead aftray, as to think the cndilrment fupporr«
ed.”” Notwithftanding théfe objections, my coun-
fel did nét dlter their opinion, therefore, I fubmit~ -
¢d, and plead guihy. -+ S B
" Immediately afcer thig, the following perition
Wrds prefesited to the bench. , o o

ke T m
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40 tbe Honouraile, the Fuflices of the Supreme Court of
the State of Maffachufetis ;
 MAY it pleafe your hohours, io accept the peti-
tion of an unhappy femaic, borne down under a
~waght of almolt 1nfupponablc gricf. May a view
ef her diftrefled fitwation find the tender avenues of
fenfibility, and plead in hor behalf, for merey and
compaflion to atiecnd thc tcmf) ing fentence of
Judgment,
- My hufband, the tendcr cempanion of my Me,
is now about 10 receive fentence of veur honours ;

and O ! for the fake of mercy, the brightcﬁ'auL ‘

bute of Deity ; for his fake, whio has been the kind-
eft, and tendercfl of hutbands, beth in profperiy;
anrd the more gloomy tnoments of adverfity ; for
the fake of my peace of ming, already rorn with the
moft poignant grict ; fpare bim, as much as may
be contitent with the unponant truft npofcd m
your honours.

I beg for his reftorationto his family, as foon as
your honours may think it confifient ; and I will
watch over him, with all the diligence: of anxiou$
folicitude, that he fhall be 2 ftri@® oblerver of thr
laws of the land, and a bencfit 1o the communiry.
- - May } not be permitted 1o fuggefl, that I cannot

but view his condu&, with refpect to the grimes of
which he new ftands convicted, in a very different
light, from what they appeared to the court ; being
particularly acquaintcd with cncumﬁanccs which
wny relation to him pxevcn's me from cxhxbmng in
seftimony. :

. } have found hls,condu& ever fince our acquain-

tance, marked with firict ﬁdcht), and mufl think,-

from his perfevering conduét, for more than iwo
years, that his prevailing defire is 10 be an tm&nkcn
fupporter of the laws of the land.

ay the unerring fountain of wxfdom guide your

b onours,in the paths of daty, and give you the con-

folatxon

T aa—— s

-
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Solation gf being good and faithful fervants. - Ma,y
the y:m]c influence of mercy be your pnmon
through life, and through .an cndle(s eternity,—

Thu.s, prays your forrou ful and humble ,petitioner.
- SALLY BUM\;OUGHS

N Whether a,ll thefe things fcrvcd (0 n‘ollfy thq
feclings of .the Bench towards me, you will morg
readily judge by the fentences thcmfd»cs, ‘which
were to this effect ;— That 1 fpould receive one -
hundsed and {eventeen {tripes on the mkcd back 4
—tfhould ftand two hoursin the pillory ;~fhould
fi: one hour on the gallows, with a rope. around ‘my‘
neck j—that I {hould remain corfined in  pri-
fon, three months ;—that I thould procure. bonds
for good behaviour, tur Jeven years s—and.pay the
charges of profecution.

1 wasremandcd to. p,u(‘on. l Was ¢ aﬁcrwards ch to
the place of exccution, I fuffered two thirds: of the
punifhment, which was comprifed.in- the fm(enpe
A day was appointed for the exccution of the . re—
mainder,  Previous to this time, I lcft the jail,

the cquntry, and my enemies, to- their own refec-

tb!@**t*#
tiop. * P P

" ,

- In addmon to my account, I will tubJom an ¢x-
t.r,a& of a letrer, from.a gentlcman of bigh-refpecta-
bility, and an old pra&itioncr of law, who was
prefent, thraugh the whole trantaéhon, to a frignd
of his, uponth;s occafion,” . - . . .
B = dn Erlraé] of a Le/la. :

WE have,undoubtedly, many mduccmcms to I’L-
~gular, honeft, and mogal habizs. 1 belicve our lia-
- bility to fufpu:ion, when outrages againft inorality
accur,or the deeds of darknefs are developped,with-
out their author, and to the impuration. of a thouf-
fand ;crcgulanucs and vices, of which we are en
wirely ingocent, is_not the fmalleﬁ Thc world - 11

: geaeral,
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godenl,for the fame reafon, it ealculates,that' the :

fun will rife tomorrow, becaufe it rofe to day, im-
es to him, who has bedn once in a fault,the ecm.
miffion of an hundred others. - . -
This truth was very ftrongly proved to me, a
few weeks ago, in the trial of S. B. at the fupreme
Qourt, at Worcefter. Three bills of endi&tment
were prefented againft him,for three feveral affaules,
upon three young women, with a felonious, though
baffled'intent, cach time, to commit a rape. The
charges were folemn. - A cloud of witrefles was
thered round him, to bear teftimony ta the fads.
he intendcd victims to his violence, were there alfo,
The prifoner, on arraignment at the bar, pleed, mt
' gnilty,to the feveral endi@tments ; and put himfelfon
‘the country fortrial:  S. the attorney general man-
aged the profecution on the part of the common.

wealth; and 8. 8. and L. were advocates for the
prifoner. ’

1t was nor to be wondered at, if the trial of -the-

man, who preached the fermon: on the haymow, to
the Pelhamites, ot whom, while- a prifoner ont - 'the
caftle, many curious and diverting anccdores had
been told, and were ftill fiethly remembered, -had
colle@ed an uncommon affemblage of both fexes,
of women efpecially ; when we add the nature of
the offence to the confideration. - - - ,

The witneffcs for the commonwealth were firft

examined. The three girls, who had f{offered the .

injury for which the prifoner was arraigned, were
the moft material. They told their ftories fo pert-
ly, that their declarations feemed.to be rather me-
moreter, than impromptu. 1 do not recolieét all

the particulars of their teftimony.: but could not

help reckoning up the ftrong inducements the peor

girls had, to patch up as good a {tory as they could,

to vindicate their own charadters ; - enough of -the

"~ mftances of the tranfa®ions, through aceident,
or



Tl AN he R VR

[ 269 ]

.or their own careleffnels, had already leaked out, to

reader their virtue queftianable s the world would

-rnake.its own comments'— The prilbner had been

with them in private, and ufed them. indelica:ely.
It they had falien unwilling victims to hig luik,it was
not their tault. . But thea, though their virtue re-
mained as fpotlels as be forc that inde(cribable
fomething, that creature of our whims, that paw-
cr to charm the men of this world, was weakened ;
and thoush they might il make as zood members
of the church, chey wcm!d not pm.fc fuch. lufcmus
bn(h.s ‘ S
"One of the: gtrlus ceftitied, thar ther pnfoner (onc
eveiiing; afeer he hadrdifmifled his {chool, md aftee
the other {cholars were gone, fhe being left alone
wirh him,in the {choolhoufe) attempted-to.perfuade
her ta indelicare indulgences ;- took hold of her ;
behaved quite unleemly ; apd made lome exertions
to induce her to comply ; not however, fufficient to
require very ttrody efforrs to prevent'him, or cries
to raife help, necefliry - That.at another time, af-
terwards, as (he was returning home from (chool,in
the evening, in company wuh ‘othars; the pmfoncr
overtook them, was riding, and, as the had fome
engzth of way ro walk, pcrfuaded her toget up be-
hind him, offering to carry her home : Thar hav-
ing rode fome ditlance ‘with her; he ftopped his
horfe, and éook -her from bchind,and placed her

belore kvm'; afd. behaved quite mdcccmly ; bur,

that upon her refifting, he defifted.

Another of the girls faid, the prifoner, one day
ﬁndino her in the- barn, had attempted the fame
thxhg, much in the fame manner, ‘ '

The third faid, ke had-enticed her ore cvcmng a

- few'rods from the houfe. and they. coming to a

fetice in their walk together, he took her up'in -his

arms, and liftedther over,and pulled her down upon

the ground, and attempted - famgiliaritics fimilar - to
the
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the others ; that on her making refiftance,he debft.
ed. She'did not cry ort ; and 1 have forgot whes
ther fhe, or any of the others gave any rcafon, w hy'
they did not.

This s quite an abridgement of the !e(hmony ;
but 1 believe it contains ail the material falts and
circumftances ; and s accurate and partjcular .
nough, to furnith data for an opinion upon the na-
ture of the offences.

The jury, who icied the pnfoncr on zhc ﬁrﬁ eny
dictment, gave their verdict, gusity. The verdict of
the fecond } Jucy was, mof gujity. Theattorney genes
ral then entcred a mole profegui 1o the third cndidt-
ment ; ‘and the prlfoncr was unmcdxatcly arraign.
ed to anlwer to two new bills ,charging him with 0.
pen and grofs lewdnefs, & lafcivioufnefs. To them
he plcad guiliy. And it appeared to me his con-
du¢t amounied to no mgre, in either of the cafes',
though the court,in ftating the cvidence, and giving
their opinien to the jury,on the 1wo trials, werg
ftrongly fer againft the pfifoser. Tt will at any

race, [ believe, be allowed, that if the pnfoner mer- -

ited the charge, he was, in onc inftance, quite orig-
inal in: the manner of the offence. Who, but he,
would ever have thought of attempting to commit
a rape, on harfe-back ? furely, if he had fucceeded,
the world might well fay, he had faitly outquixoted
Don Quixcte himfelf. And if B. had really at-
tempted, What the girl faid he did, a few evenings
before, in the . fchoolhoufe, her confcntmg 1o put
berfelf, a fccond time, in'his power, was no very
firong prouf of her difcrction. At lealt , we muft
fuppofe, her jealoufy, at the {choalhoufe . had not

eccafioned her very ferious alarms.

The affair at the barn, apd that alfo by the fence,
were tranfacted fo in the very neighbourhood of

of

- help, if it bad been wanted, as ta render the charge
ef his having attempted to commit a rape,in cither
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of thoft calts, incredible. ~ We ¢annot imagine any
rational being would attempr to cemmit fuch an
offenee in a place where, if proper refiflance was -
made, and efforts ufed, he muft certainly be discov-
ered and prevented.  And if fuch refiffance was
not made, he could not be concluded guilty of the
crimes charged againit him  I.believe the condu@
of the prifoner, in thefe inflances, if impartially
fcanaed (allowing that the girls toid the tiuth)
would be judyed aothing wore, than fo many refo-
late, earncft, and peifevening attempts, to feduce
them. Wuh the generaluy of thofe, who have
heard of the cohvidtiun, it 1s pollibly a matter of
indifference, whether he was really guilty, as charg-
€d,ornot. . Fo them, the 1emembrance of -many
hard things, report has {aid of him, that be has
been a prifoner on the caftle, would fuggeft the pro-
babiiity, that he had been bighly culpable in this
inftance, and produce their approbation of the ver-
&1 again®t him ; cfpccially, if o thife were added
the contideration, that the offence was at the loweft
¢ftimation ofit,a grofs indelicacy, a high cuirage
upon all the ryles and principles of decorum and
propricty. ‘ : o :

- Itisdifficult, infuch a cafe as this, to extend to”
a prifoner at the bar, circumBtanced as B. was, all
the liberality of that excellent maxim, which in-
ftracts us to prefume the refpondentinnocent.  Yet
we are all equally enuiled 1o juftice ; though, un-
doudtedly our courts are more liable to do injuf-
tice to fuch a charailer as 3. than to one that has
fcwer blemifhes. . , o

. 1s there no material difference between the crime
of feduction,and that of committing a rape? neither
of them is very praifeworthy, befure : and each

- may be much aggravaied by particular circumftan.

tances. Butour legiflators make a wide diftince
tion ; and the difference is very obvious to common
{enfe.
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fcnfe.  ls it material or not, that we obferve a ¢if. ~
tinction ? I imagine the poor culprit, who is ap.

nointed 1o receive chaftifement for his crime, wou!d
not feel indifferent, whether he fhould be whipped
or hanged for ﬂcalmg

.Thus ycu fce, fir, fats, upon whlch you have to

form an opinion, relating to this very furprifing

trial.  Thave cndeavourcd fo far as my judgment

would ferve, to treat the characters, concerned in_

this buhncfs with as much lcndcrncfs, as the na-
terc ot a fairhfu? narrative will admit. Wantonly te
traduce a character, is'a fpecies of condu¢t 1 with
by all means, carcfully to-avoid ; and where it has
not been ncccffan, in order to give a true harra-
tive of the the taéts,which 1 promlfcd I have ftudi-
oufly fupprefled any fuch emotion.

Pcflibly, thefe matters may net appear to you, ad -

they bave done, and ftill do, to me. 1 know they
cannot ftrike the mind of any, in that feeling man-

ner. | have made but a faint reprefentation of -

of them—1I cannot communicate thofe idcas and
fentiments, by writing, fo fully as what they appear
to-my view, by contemplation. However,we are apt
to eftimate the feelings of others by.our own, and
judge that they will view matters in the fame man-
ner,as we do ourfelves.  In this efimation we often
fine ourfelves midaken. Hence, it is thought by

many, thar, that perfon, who fecls moft indiffercne

towards an objedt, is in the beft fituation to form
a true eftimate, rciating 10 that ebject.

I differ in fentiment with thofe who hold thisdoc-
trine. 1 know wearcoften hurried into error, by
the operation of our attachment 1o certain ohJccts.
Our poflions, our appetites, and our zeal combine
to produce this effect ; hence, many conclude that

itis neccflary to feel perfe&tly indifferent towards.

zh objedt, in order to forma true eflimation - of itd
“y. We muft feel interefled in an objed;
cither

R
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cither direltly ot mdgc(‘*lv,, in order to call forth '
our atention towards 1g, fufficiendy to exaniine its
merits.  Whenywe fecl indifferent, towards an ob-
Ject, we pay noaYeniion toag, and of courle remain
1snorang, relpecting it therefore, dre incapable of
forming ajuil citumate concerning it.

A perfon, who has no principle of humanity, or
compaffion, mzy hear of the excrcife of crucity 3 It
is a report, which finds no place in s feeiings, he

~is indifferen, as to 1ts exiitence; therefore, we read-

ily {ec, that he would be an unequal Judge, as to
thc merins of the report. .

Having a mind of {eatibility, I know thefe mat-
ters will have their due operation,en your feelings,
and under this conficeration, I thall ever reccive
your obfervations with attention, and pay due re-
gard ¢o your rdeas, upon any maiter, whercir you
may think ditferent from me.

That there is fuch a thing, as right ahd wrong,
I believe, is not calied in quc{hon b)/ any ; and that .
we are a!l in fome mealure, capas e of judging with
propriety, upon this fubject, is' equally allcwed.—
That we may, and are, led aftray, many tlmes, in
formmg an eftimate, of rhe ‘principles of difribut--

g jutlice,1sa (ru‘h [ thall by no means deny ; but
thcn we have all, t behue a {ufficient knowled'rc
to diftingurth upon the g reneral principles of_]umce

‘at leatt, where we aliow the operation of reafon,

without the erghariafindhts of prejudice.

When we find a privaie perfon injured by a pub-
lic body, many (.ucdmf‘ ances are combined to lead
the candid mind aftrav,in the mveﬂsga.mn of fuch
aiubject. Here error 1s. moft likely to take place.
Popular clamour will be raifed a;,amft the injured
perfon—this is like the noife of the waters of Nia-
gara—this fwallows up thefmall voice of the in-
dividual.

We find the greay Alexander, whcn lhe leading

v Lt man
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man of the woiid, committing a@s of crueliy, in-
juftice, and npprefﬁon ; a profp«& of which, at this
day, makes the blood curdle with herror ; yet,thofe
very actions were ex olied in the moft ex.ravagant
manner, by his cotemporary fycophants ; and
mar.kind gave him the molt flatrering cncomiums,
where they ought, upon the fimple principlcs of
right, to have execrated his condut.

"T'his is a fpecimen of public nppoﬁ ion to pri-
vate individuals, and the effeéts that follow, which 1
believe will hold geod pretiy generaliy, even in
our days. Public characters are as hable to the
malignant paffions, as other men, they are as prone,
ikewifec, to be led aftray, by the varicus caufcs that
erve to lead mankind aftray, as others, but when
" they find themlelves in an error,they fallély {uppote,
that 1t derogaies from their dignity, to acknowlege
thair error, and repair the injury, which they have
perpe«ratcd or even to have it fufpcced, that they
have been in an error ; how falfe this {y flem to the
dictates of reafon ; how can the human charac-
rer appear in a more exalted point of view, than by
fhcwmba readinefs to acknowledge and repair the
injuries, which our ewn mifconduct has occa-
fioned ? '

1 recolle@ to have read an anecdote of Julius Cae-
far, which places his character 1n the higheft point
'ofcxahallon, of any part of his conduct. It was
of the following nature. One day, when Cacfar was
in ti.e forum, [urrounded with the Patricians, or
Nobles of Romc, a certain flave, belonging to him,
fought his manumiflion from his mafter. Ceatar,
being employed about weighty matters of the Com<
monw ¢alth, payed little attention to the folicira-.
tions of his flave. Afier repeated imporrumty, to
call the attention of his mafter,to the fubjcét, which
lay fo near his heart, the flave 1cceived a denial to
his requeft, for his freedem, When he faw, that

ne
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no further hope remained,he reproached his mafier.
in the b.ttereft terms—and this too, in the mct
public place n the city ot Rome,

Whaat was the condut of the truly great JJhus,

-at rthis ttme ? H.s attenuion was called to the exam-

ination of his own condudt, inorder fee whether the
reproaches of his flive were founded on rood
grounds ; or whether they were, the mere chulliti. ns
of wrath, proceeding from dxﬁppom ment. On-the
examination, he found he had really injured the
flave. = His reply was iuch,-as will fups

port his fame, aslong as the name of Julius Caelar

is known, * you are right, faid he, in reproaching
me, for not duing vou ]ufhce—-an 1s the only alrer«
native you have for redrefs—1 grant you your free-
elom, becaufe I aughi—1 further grant you tix hun-
dred fetertii, becaufe you had terttude to accuﬂ.
roe of injuftice, when1 was guilry” ! SR

Wil not this conduct appear admirable to every
candid mind, in love wi:h truth ? A very erronecus

idea p,revails, with many, that men in eminent fta=

tions never ought to have their conduct called in
queftion, until the laft-extremity. This [ am fenfi=
ble is a doltrine very pleafing to many, who poflefs
places of eminece, and maintain them, perhaps, by-
the ftrength of it. But that man, who can adopt
the words of Brutus, in his unf{wer to Caffus, * for
} am wrapped (o ftrong in honefty, that your words
pafs by me like idle wmis, which 1 regirds not,”
will never feel himfelf expofed ro'lootc his influ-
ence upon {ociety, or beinjured by . the clofeft ex-
amination into his conduct, S -

- : , ' CHAP. :
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Calzmities are f»ui:a’: s o5 glarzy day
Of thefe unnumter’d luttves r-b: our‘/-dv ;
Frojpevity puts cot unnzmbher & 1h ugh:s
Of import high ard light divine, 10 man.

HAD determined to end my nauative, for the

pretent, with the forercing letter, but, as my
Journey to ‘the wellward 1s proicnged anoi h(r week,
1 will devote my letture mon.wrts, during thls,
week, to form a farewell addicts 1o t.h'c beft bt neen,
and the dearcft of friends.

Perhaps you may feel fome what intercfied in the
continuation, ard iffue, of my narrative.  Your n-
timation cf {uch an ld‘.a has hac a pow ertul opcia-
tiocn on my mind, to induce me 1o graufy your re-
queft. You wonder 1 do not publith.  Are not
thele fccnes too difagrecakle to be calied again into
view, and more particularly into public view? 1
wifh I could forget,that they had ever exifled ; ver,l
cannot fay,that | am entircly without feme confo-
lation for thefe afflictions. They have learnt mea lel-
fon, which no other fchcol can teach. They have
learned meto fecl the wees that others fuffer. They
have learned me to centribute of the fmail poriion,
which I peflefs, to alleviate the diftrefles of others;
and in this, Sir, there is a fenfation grateful, beyord
ail defcription,

It 1s not wirhout pam that 1 view my profpect of
leaving you, and your agreeable family, for a feafon.
Werc it not for the profp(& ot being fooner able
to provide for my own family, I think no mouve,
however lucrative, would induce me to icave my
prefent agrecable fituation; but, fir, notwithftand-
ing L am furtoundcd with this aprcuaole fociery, and
init enjoy agreat poriion of happmcfs, in the
fecial line, yet, | cannot feel cntirely at cafe, whilft

~ my family is at a diftance, ”
We
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We find, that this fituation ap:.cars defirable from
the tme of our firit coming »wpon tne thage of active
lite, unul we fetde 1 a matriinsial flatc.  Buth
io.xcs aie iookinz forward to dhis, as theend of waeir
purfuns 5 and whoe due anenton s gayed to dic

¢ butinels, & tuch connexion formed,as tice laws of na-
turc enjoin ; | behieve, that e arives to he reat-
eil ftac ot h sp'»imlc hieas capibic of tl'j(‘}lh%ﬂ -
I: husever apucum:u mie, Awever, furpriting ttac
o Ladde attention has been exerred o funin fuch cone
noxions, between the two fexes, as are congenial to
pature.  am inchined 1o belicve, that no one need
be icti deftiture of a partner, eniredy caleuiaed 0
reades each other as happy, as wiar things in this
worid will admit, thould  a regard be Lad 1o iem-
" pers, feelings, views, "8, previous o i'uuning the
matrimonial connexion.

Various are the objects, which OCLl'p) the atren-
tion of mankind, in their "pudluits after happinctsa
none, perhaps, more than riches and jower. Whea
theic areodtained,they give a momnentary fpringrioen-
Juymmt ; but, fuoa the foul reverts back 1o its fer-
mer ftate, and s lefr without any greater fenfa-
tions of happinefs, than what arc enjoyed in a flute
of poverty and impotence ; theretore, but a vory
fmall difference remains betwsen the poorand the
rich, the humble and the powcrful, as to actual en-
Jovment,

D:d we a& as philofophers, we fhould wrn our
atientios from thofe o _;«.&s which a length of
experience has taught,are or funle, in our purfuu
of happinefs; and place our thoughts upon fuch
fubjecis,as are calculated, by nacure,to grant us that
enjoyment, which we arc cver fceking afier. = All
this may be found in triendfhip ; and the greateft
triend(hip is formed in the irtimate connexion of
matrimony.

Wc tind-many times jars and feuds tal\lng place

in

]
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in fimilies. The hufbind and wife drag on a life,
through a courle of bitter recriminatiouns. From
a view of thefc matters, many are led to defpife and

ridicule the married ﬁarc. Were ve to reprobace

every condiiion, in which fome do net happilv fuc-
ceed, there is no calling or purfuit in life, but what
would fall under ouranimadverfion. But one firik-
ing evidence,in faver of the happinefs enjoyed, even
in the moft d: fagrceable matrimonial copnexions,
is,that a fepara-ion is dicad:d, and never had recwr(c
to, only in cales of the laft extrermaty ; as Yot.ng
pcmnendy exprefles :

¢¢ Like pevifl Man and W1f=
¢+ *¢ United jar,and yet are loarh to pare.”?

I believe, fir, you will think me very - wandering in
my obfervetions, and preachung adodtrine to one,
who ftands in lictle need of inftiuction, upon this
kead ; fecing your famnily connexions are fuch, that
you nced no arguments to enforce the nrccﬂ'r) of
enjoying your iclf, in your firvation. '1 know, fir,

_your fituation, in that connexion, is pccuh..rh a-

greeable; thercfore, I confidered, that you would
not only fee the truth of my obfcrvations, but like-
wifc feelit ; and it is a-plcalure to preach to
thole, who tzcl the truth of our doétrine.

1 have determined, here, to give you a relation of
fome cvents, which took place in the courfe of my
life, in point of time, fome earlicr, than where [
have arrived ; but, which could not be introduced
in the courfe of the narrative, without interrupting
the order, ; therefore, 1 concluded to omit it, urti
fome convenient time, in which 1 fhould not break
in"upon the rclation of that chain of events, which
appeared to be more clofely connected together.—

1 give you the relation of thefe incidents, in order
to illuftrate one of the reafons, why popular pre_]u-

ire had arnved to fuch a pl(Ch againft me. I

i

a fa L,
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1 was, one day tra velung in Maffachufets, and
late at night, put up ata tavern, where I was a ftran-

“ger, as Lapprehended.  Soon afier "L arrived, being

fatigued with’ ﬂ\c’Juur aey of dhe day, I retired to
reit. This was previous to my marrtage. . About
ten at night, I wasawaked by fome body ar the bed
fite.  Upon iny opening my eyes, [ recogniled the
perfon, as an old acquatntance, whom I had not feen
for {everal yeais., 1 afked him where he lived—
How he came ahErc-—and by what means he became
pnﬁlﬂ'ed with the knowledge of my being ia the
boule ? At theie queftions he ﬂanqd at me, with a
countenance of furprfe.  He afked me where my
wife was? I was equally furprifed at this queftion,
“ How, faid he, do you with to conceal the matter
from me ? | ain acquainied with xhc circumflances
~ of your carrying
her away, and to endcavor to hidc ir from_ mec, ar-
gves no very honeft defign, in you.”
- You will not wonder at my f{urprife being ins
crealed, by thete obfervations, I toid him, his
converfation, to e, was whoiy unin:cliigxble, that
hetaiked to mie ofa wile, &c. that I never was war-
ried, and what be mcant by his obfervations” about
was an cnigoia 1o me, never
before hearing the name of fuch a perfon, that [
was an abfolute ftranger in the town, and fuppoled
myfclf equally unknown, in the houfc, unul 1 was
awaked by him. .
- His declaration brought onan cxplanation. He
told me, that a man, caliiag himfcif Stephen Bur--
roughs, had been n that town, had become ac-
quainted in a ref pectabie family, had, in opefition
to all the efforts of the family, marsied a daughter,
and carriec her away ; alledging, that he was going
to Hanover, 10 live with his tather, and that they
had received o informa; ion from their daughter
fince,

1
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T ohfcrved to this young man, that- I thought it
furprifing, that he thould be deceived by the aru-
fice made ufe of.  Fhat he certainly muft bave
known wherher the perfen was in tact, what he
pretended to be. He anfwered, that being abfent
oo a journcey, during chis time, he never faw the
perfon ; that had he even been at home, the decep-
tion might have pwfﬁq undifcovered ; for no one
doubred, as to his being the perfon, w hofe character
he had aflumed ; and without accident had thrown
him ic my w ./, I might never have feen him.

Afeer this converfation, the young man left me,

and foon againmy eyes were clofed in flecp.  Ihad

ro: flept more than an hour ‘and a'halt; or two
hours, before I was again aroufed from ﬂccp, by
the fame youry man ; when I had awoke, 1 faw in

the room an old mian and his wife, they approached

the bed, the woman broke out into the bittereft la-
entations, crying “ it is not he, -
rined, yone ff with a vagabond, no one knows
where.” Tie father’s countenance was a picture of
d.tirefs, t.\.ou;)h his forrows did rot. break forth,
wiin fucli ungovernable rage. Here was a (ccne
truly affecting.  Thed.{trefs of the parents was ex-
quxhtc ; and “what gave the greateft poigrancy. to
their fufferings was, they were left without hope.
~ Whether they have ever found their daughter
Tam not able to fay, having never feen or hcard
from them fince.

At another umespafling through a part of Con.
neéticut, I called at a ravern, for fome refrefhment,

where | ,had been previoufly acquainted ; 1 was afk-
ed; with fome furprife, how I had made my elcape
fromj.ﬁll This queftion.immedatcly introduced a-

difpuic, between the landiord and myfelf. Hsa afs
firming that 1 had been committed for thett, and i
with equal affurante denying it.

This difute produced fo much nonfc, that 1 was:

apprehended,

is
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appreherided, and carried back 1o jail, as they fup-
pofed ; but when we arrived, what was the furpnfc
~f may landlord, and -the conltable, when we found
the brephcn Burroughs, whe had been committed
for horte-ftealing, qmcxly rcmammg, v\hcrc he was -
firtt confined.
The facts, upon which-this laughable. miftake
took place were of rhe following nature, viz. A cer-

‘tain perfon had been apprehended, and committed

to jail, under a fufpicion of herfe ftealing. My
Landlord, who had formerly kncwn me, heard that
a perfon, by the name of Stephen  Burroughs, had
becen committed to jail..  This immediately fixed
an idca in his'mind, that 1 was confined under thc
fulpicion of theft. N

For fome reafon, the perfon, who had been com-
mitted, chofe to affume my name and chara&er;

" which circumftance not only deceived my Land-
- lord, but hikewife caufed the report to be circulats

'

ed, that I was detected in horfe ftealing.
Had I conducted the bufinels a littlé dlﬂ'crcm;

when I was accofted by the Landlord, perhaps.

the matter would never have come to an explana-
tion. He did not feem inclined-to apprehend e,
at firft ; but,when I treated his aflertion with fome
harfhnefs, he manifefted' a difpofition to let me

. know, chat | was in his power ; apd that he would

exercile that power, unlefs I foothed his refentment;
by more gentle meafures. How hé telt ‘when the

"miftake was difcovered, you can more¢ eafily con-

ceive, than I can difcribe. His fenfations were not
of the moft agreeable kind, you will readily ima-
ginc. lndccd' fir, ['felt a- dcgn:c of compaflion to=
wards the man, under that fituation, notwithflandx
ing, his conduct had not been-of the mott gratcful
kind.

A number of inftances, fmllar 1o thefe, have oct
eutred fince I came upon the ﬂagc of action.” You
: MM . : wg«l
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will readily undcrftand, what confuquerces woutd
raturally proceed from [uch events. 1 found th
world ever ready to give credit to fuch reports. —
When mankind had once fermed an unfavorable.o-
pinion, 1t was hard to eradicate fuch an idea, cven’
by the moft pointed evidence. '
1 recollect at a certain time, when 1 was among
. & people, who did not know niy real name and cha-
ratter.—Among them, 1 gained a credit and ftand-
ing of the pleaimng kmd lon;: betore my real name
- became known.—| happcnca at this time, to be-
eome acquainted with a certain phyfician, -whe
came from a part of the country, contigeaous 1o
where | bad formerly lived. In the ceurfe of our
acquaintance, he told me, *¢ that he was acquainted
witha certain character, by the pame of Stephen
Burroughs, who, of all others, was the moft fingu-
lar. That be was a perfon poflefled of the greateft
abilities, of any man he ever kncw.” In order 1o
Hlufirate more fully the truth of his obfcrvation, He
‘relared many anecéotes concerning me, of the hus
morous kind, which 1 had never heazd of before.
* How I had deceived many people in the moft fur-
prifing manner, and to, the general diverfion of the.
country. Howl “would ftill - continue to deceive
them, motwithftanding all their_precautions againft
me. How I would fteal from the rich, and give 1o
the poor ; and that people 4 ere afraid to profecute
me, becaufe I would ever find fome fhift, to evade’
the bufinefs ; and would, more over, always fteal a-
gain from the pet fon, who had ancmprcd the pro-
fccution ; however, *'continued the Phyfician, « 1
could ever difcern,. in his countenancc, the fca’ures
of defign. TFhere ever was the appearance of de-
ceitin ks looks ; and I fhould have known him to
be a rogue,: had 1 never heard of his charac-
ter, 1 believe,” continued he “ that the counte-
. hance of a man, is 2 ftrohg index cf his patural dif-
pofition

-
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pofirion ; s for inftance, if you will permit- me to
make the comparifon, without cencewing that {
am actempcing to Hatter,.1 never faw a more ftrik-
ini contraft ; than between the defigning, deceirtul
countenance ot Burrougis ; ; and your open, - frank,
and cardid, countenance. 1 have generaliy tound
men wear:ny {uch characters afier acquaintance,
as the expreflion of their countenances had 1u-
dicated, in rhe tirft place.”

You will readily conceive, fir, thar l {miled at the
harangue of this phyfiognumid. He rewawned ag
eafe, in the enjovment of his own opmron, for a
whiie, but the bubble foon broke, and he was fairly
expoled ro public view, without the thinett veil for
a covering. My real nameand charalter were foon
developped to the public, and all is knowledge
phyfiognomy was difcredited, immediarcly, & even-
a great {hare of chat {cience, of whieh he was really
matter, fled at the fame time. So fickle is rthe mui-
titude—{o prone to run from one extreme, into the
otner. This fimple circumttance produoed the fatl
of the poar Phyfician, -

Thus we fee, fir, that every perl'on he hvs fitua-
tion in hife what it may, more or ks expofed to re-
volution, misfortune, and difappointment.  Thofe
very means, which we make ule of, to arfwer our
purpnfes ot promotion, and exaltaiion,are often the
direct and only caules of our'calamiry. We -all
with to L.e happv, and all. ufe fuch means to ob-
tain happinefs, as our judgment points out.  From
daily experience we learn how i mcompe'cnt we are,
to.form right ellimares 6f rhe various effects, whica
will follow the meafures we purfue ; rheretfore, he,
who depends upon the uncertain occurrences of ew
vents, for his happinefs, builds upon a verv flender
foundation, and will moft affuredly find the -chan-
ces run againft him.,
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16 Por thefe pure jrs the avm Id can neever kneny

¢ I gemtler climes theiv filver careent: fli.

¢ Of1 at tke fliut, feadowy chfe of day,

< When the bufp’d grove bas tung kis parting Loy §
st 8 When penfive Tavilight in bis dufty) ar,
) ¥ Sloavly afcends to meer the eveowing frar ;

¢ Abowe, heliaw, aerial murmurs favell,

¢ From banging avieds, breawa bearb, and byfly dell *

¢ A ihrufand namelefs vills that floun the tight

¢ Stealing foft mufic on the car of wight,

< 8o0f1 ibe finer murements of the fial, .

¢ 9 bat fbun 1be fhore of pleajure’s gay conmtrd,,

¢ In the pill fbades of calm feclufion vije,

¢ And breatbe their faveet jerepbic baymonies! -

I bave often wifhed that my memory was fuffis
cient to retain a recollction of all the miflakces,
which I have either made myfelf, or have feen th-
.ers make, durirg the courfc of my life.  Frem fuch
a ctrcumftance, I think 1 fhould be able to learr,
wheiher any general caule exifted in nature, which
preduces cur mifcalcuiations, or whether they al-
ways arife from a general weakneis of 1he mind,
which is incurable. From what obfervaiions 1
have been able to make, I rather think tke evil may
in fome meafure be remedied, but 1 believe not en-
tirely cured. : .
. Should we lay a right foundatipn fer happinefs,
and rear our fuperftructure ujon that foundation,
we fhould all find an indilcribable advantage arii-
‘ing frem fueh a procedure. 1 have once before
hinted, that mankind were generally in purfuit of
riches and power, in order to rerder themfeives hap-
py ; that this purfuir is.not calculated to contribute
to our happinefs, but en rhe contrary, to Inilitate
-againft it, will appear evident, when we take a can-
did view of the fubject. , :

That all mankind are dcfcended from one cem~
mon origin, and partake of the nature and feelings
which are common to each otker, is net only al-
'~wed by the united voice ¢fall, but is likewife de-

monftraied
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mosftrated by the united voice of narure, perperual-
ly crying in the bofom of every purfon.—Being all
delcended from the fame origin, we are all upon
the footing of brethren of the fame family,
entitled to equal privileges, @nd immunities.

~ Being members of one and the fame family, we have

a common intereft in the profperity of each individ-
ual, which compofes this family,—This is the lan-
guage of nature ; hdwever, we-may have our minds

~ perverred, by error and corruption—hence, we find

a language f{peaking 'within us, that we¢ cannot
filence ; a language that {pcaks ftrongly in terms
of compaffion, towards thofe in eminent diftrefs.
Who can ttand ftill, and fec another fall into. the
fire, without reaching forth the hand of afliftance ?
‘Who fo infenfible te the pleafures,which he derives
from focicty, that he will retire from them, wich
indtiference I Are notail equally dependent on each
other, for the comforts which are enjoyed 1n life ?
Fas not our great parent conflituted the order of
tmnygs in wifdom, lg) ‘that by following his Jawe,
we arrive at the moft exalted flate of perfe&ion,

- which things in this lifeadmit ?

D 3 . .
Itis a trath, I belicve, apparent to every one,

that all.eannot poflefs power and riches—ray, the
greater parc muft ever remain wirthout thefe ac-
quirements; therefore, he who firives for power and
1iches, endeavours to take from the general good of

© the whole, and appropriate to hisown ufe. He en-

‘deavoyrs to invert: the order of nature, by de-

‘priving others of equal privileges, in order to add

to his own, and by inverting the order of that wil-

‘dom, which has bountifully provided for all her
. children, mifery will enlue, confufion and diforder

wiil run through the bedy, and many inconvenicn-
nity. . .
On the contrary, when we feel the affeition of
% S brethren

-ces will be felt, by every member of the commu-

d
’
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hrethren towards each other ; when the wetfare ard
pml’pcrily ol each member of focicty become, 1n a
meafure, our own, Row changed the fcene ! how
happy the profpc& ! our griets become leflened by
communicating them to others—our joss aie in-
crealed, by the participation of our frie. A1 the
aifgraceful paffions of hatred, envy, malice, and rc-
venge, are loft for want of !bpport : :

When we f{etout in life, under thé zn"pvces of
tkis difpofition, and puifue fuch a courte ; we are
in a fitvation not expoled to loofe eur enjoymenr,
by c»cry puff ot misfortune. We are macc«ﬂ‘brc
to the malignant paflions, the great difurbos of
human repofe.  Inchis line of conguét, we follow
the directions of nature, and anfwer the purpcle, for
which we were defigned Property, evenn riches,
acquired by induftry, (not by power) are of ufe,
to contribure to_our happinels ; by rendering us
capable of Icflening the neceflicics of our brethrcn,
and fellow members of locxcty.

“ O ye beft feenes of permanemt delight ! .
¢ Full above meajure I lofling biyind all bnnl! .
< A perpetnity of blifs, 1 blys.
¢ Could you, fo rich in raptuve fear an end,
¢ T ha: ghafily thought wwonld drink up all yenr joy
¢ sind quit in Pavadife the realms of ight. . .
< Safe are you lodged above tbf/e rolling fpheress .
¢ o be baleful influence of whzje grddy dance
¢ Sheds fad ‘mqymdn mall 6mut/:

Thefe idcas 20 me, have everappeared as matrers
of high importance ; and I with to. tce fome abler
pen go deeply into this lubject, and try the experi-
ment theroughly, to fee whether mankind can be
reafoned into theirown good.  Should you, fir, de-
vote a few of you leifure moments, to fuch an:cb-
_yeét it might be attended with very falutary effeéts, -
‘1 is faid, “ that mankind are daily giowing in ufe-
fui knowlcdap *” Perhaps this may be true, in a par-

tial
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tial fenfe, bur it appears ;0 me, that the ftare of fo.
gietv, in the days of the Sparran and Roman gov-
ernments, was much more congrenial to nature, thaw
what we are under at prejend.—Art leaft, we do not
find fuch Rriking inftances of attection towards the
public welfare, among any of the modern Patriots,
as what was inftanced in the conduct- of Lycurgus,
Regulus Cincinatus, &c. &c. N

I have jull hinted a1 a pumber of fubjecs, in the
¢~urfe of this narrative, which may appear to you
fomewha: mift:med, confidering the primary objedt
was beariy a varration of facts.  Ye,fir, this man-
ufcript will ever be a memorandum of thofe {ub-
Jeéts, at waich 1 have barelv hinted; and as your ar-
tention is occu-ied, by your ftation in fociety, with
political objects, there remains a bare poffibiliry of
fuch a memorandum’s being of fervice, in calling

" {ome of thofe fubjects into view ; as this couniry 18

happily firvated, on many accounts, té purfue poli-

- tical inquires, without the imbarraffments attend-

ing preconceived opinions and ‘e tled fyftems ; | feel
the mo:e defirous, that the truth of thefe oblerva-
tions may be decided by experiment.  Should they
be productive of good to the communiry, even in
the [malicft degree, 1 fhall feel the benehc of an ef.
fential reward, for fuggetting thofe things, Shouid
they,on the contrary,be found 1o be a fyflemof entor;
I thill place them 1o the account of the many mil-
takes I have made throush hife, and relt favsficd,
that T wifhed to have them productive of good.
Whiltt [ am abfene, you will frave (uffiicient lei-
fure ro perufe the manufcripr,and detect the errars,
which I have been guilty of, and reft aflured, thar I
fhail ever receive any fuggeilions of yours, npon
that head, as an additional mark of that fipcere

fficn'dlhl‘p, which vou have ever manifcited,

After you have fufficienily perufed the prefent.

_marrative,if you thould wifh for a continpation.] wiil

artempt



. attempt to gratify you,ss fcon as my firuaticn fhail
againbecome o fettled, as to admit ot writing.
Entertainment of the higheft nature, “g=nerally
confilts of a duc variety, and 1 find people mcft
fond ot buyine boeks ot enterrainment; where nov-
elty, melancholy, humour, joy, and triumph, are
interchangeably the lcading teatures—hence, Cla-
riffa Harlow is candemned for being too gloomy—
Young’s Knights Thoughts fail under the fame
cenfure—the eritics fay there isa wantof a \ariety,
Thag our compaflicn is wounded, but never grati-
fied. That our difguftis excited agairft certain
chara@ers. TFhat the rewards of vice are fet forth,
_butnothing on the pleafing fide. That virtze is
tot rewarded,. Tmnat our compaflion is not relicv-
ed, and that of courfe, we feel nothing but painful
‘ fenfations. ~ All thefe obfervations,] know,-will ap-
{:ly with propriety to my pariative. "I fhould have

een glad 10 Invel.\terfpcrfcd fomething cf the plea~

fing kind,amcny the relation-of misfortunes; but, I
* corld notdo ncorhftcntly with the character of one,
who had a regard ro truth in his hifiery.

Should 1 ,,m(ue hereafter the hiftory of the re-
tnaining part of my life, you ‘may not be- more
pleafed, than what you are with that already given,
it is tsue, that I paficd through many fcenes entire-
ly new, and partaking, in fome meafure, of the hus
morous kind ; but, that uninterrupted ccurfe of fe-
vere trials, which 1 have experienced from the be:
ginnihg,never forfook me,until 1 arrived in this hefs
* pitable rown, where I have met with that auention

and kindnefs, which has ina meafure been a coun:
tcrbalance to my former misfortunes. ’
“This obfervation, 1 believe, may not be mifplac-
en, that when ever I have fuffered a temporary re-
- fpne from the ftroke of calamity, my feelicgs have
_been morea live to the enjoyment of my fituatiom
~ The companfon has ever been ﬁnklng, both to my
view

“
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view and fectm 555 and ofconfcquencc, all the forcé
of happinefs had its operation upon my mind;

- without any impediment.’

Aunother obfervation, I bClltVC, ought” to have a

/.
- place here, viz. that our minds after gmng way

to the firokes of calamity a while, will regain their
vigour and priftine ftaie of tranquillity, under the
molt trying fitvation ; hence we often find among
our flaves (I bluth to write the word) a. degree of
tranquillity and-evgnacls of temper, which is want-
ing in the more exalted ftations of life.  Vifit the

prifons, aad you will find wany in thofe fituatiens, .
who are dcfperate, wearing in their countenances

a conteat of infenlibility produced by defpair.

[ recollect, when I was in the dungeon at North--

ampton, and every profpect of relief was out of the
g reftion, that I felt a degree of calin or fullen con—
tent, under my fituation. Ireaily thought, that I
rqoxccd in it, becaufe, faid I,  the &nd will foon
come toall iy fufterings.”” Thefe were my fenfa-
tions, fo long as the profpect of betrer days was out.

of the queftion ; bur, as foon as the found of relief

had reached my -ears, thelé images fled like the

“ bafelefs fabric of a vifion;and lefc hot a trace be-
hind.

fora ftate of reft, or tranqullhty, and according to.
the ftrength the poﬁcﬂes, gams that fituation foon-
er or later. There are but Very few minds, bur

The mmd when out of her blas is ever ﬁrugghng :

what will gain thdt ficuation, ultimately, let the "=

{trokes of adverfity be ¢ver. fo heavy. It is true;

that fome are ovérpowered ¢ the powers of their -

minds are broKen,and they cuhcr become dchnous,\

drelle fink to the grave, underthe prcﬂ'mc of mis~
fortune.  OF all ficuarions in life, that is the moff
drcadful which produces death or Hfhlmum, by
thofle wounds, which the mind has fu

ered. 4

You intimate, fif, that you wifh me to give a para

N~ ucular
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ticular defcription of the people, in the different
flates, their manners, their lecal peculianties, their
particular cuflorus, their economy, propcrty, in-
" duftry, genius, and tempers ; likewife, the nature of
the foil, in different paits of this countiy, ihe price
that land bears, the quantity and kind which it pro-~
duces, the different methods of agricultusc, the dif-
ferent facility of obiaining a living, &c. ‘

You require of me a tafk, which 1 do not think
myfelf compctent to perform, with accuracy ; how-.
ever, in my next attempt, after my rewurn, I will
endeavour to gratify your reqgueit, in as great’a
meafure, as my opportunity furnithed ‘aterials’
for, when I made the tour of the United S:ates.

- My fituation was fuch, when 1 made a journey
through the fiaies, that 1 had an opportunity of cb-
- ferving many things, which other travellers have
not ; on the other hand, travellers in general, have
an opportunity of obferving many things, in the
courfe of their travelling, which I had not ; there-
, fore, fir, if you can gaihcr any thing frem my ob-~
fervations,onthofe fubjeéts,which you have requcft-
ed, cither profitable or amufing, I fhall be heighly
gratified with my performance. '

Baron Frenk obferves,thaf he once travelled in
his coach through Poland, that he thought e was
' acquainted with the people, with their manrersand
genius. But afterwards he was compelled to tiavdl
through this ccuntry, in a moft abje¢t fituation, and
“under the neceffity of begging his bread. Then it
was he difcovered his miftake. He found them to
be another,and very different people, from what
e had apprehended in his former tour.  So true it
is, that mankind will wear the veil ¢f deception,
generally, in all countries. '

My fituation, in refpect to property, was fome=
what-fimilar to the Baron’s, in his laft tour through
Peland, but to the honor ef humanity, be it faid,”

: ’ s .that
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that in many places, I found a very different recep-
tion, from what the Baron met with. Yeu, in fome
inftances, the unfeeling heart, wore a' prominent
appearance in the character of the mhabltamsof the
‘country. |

In different ftates,Ifound a great diffcrence in the
manners and morals of the pe. )p*e ; in their refine-~

mznt, feehings, and fentiments 5 and in different
parts of the fame ftates, 1 found this variation c-
qually great. The caufes which produce this,] will
not undertake to affign; however, thall wifth to hint
my idcas refpcé‘ting it, whea 1 eater on - that

fubject.” Could the caufes ot thefe variations be

traced, and clearly underftood, they would be of
the ummoﬁ fervice to fociety, and an object worthy
the attenuion of every benevolent mind.

There is fomething in the fy(tem of education,yet
undiscovered, which,i believe, would have the moft

' cff(:&ualo,)eratlon upoa the world of mankind, in

forming their minds in fuch a manner, as to render,
them fictéd for the enjoyment of (ocxcty,wuhout the
interruption of thofe irregularities,which overthrow
the happinefs of the focial ttate. . That denomina-
tion of people, called (z1akers, have brought their

mode of education to the greateft ftate of perfec-'

tion, of any clafs, with whom I have been acquain:-
ed. We find a ftate of the armofl order among’

them, and this too, founded upon the moft fimple -
prmcxples. Thclr manners and conduct Iavour‘

yery ftrongly of their education.
Having neverbeen educated to the bufinefs of far-

ming, it cannot be expected,thar my mind was fut~

ficiently enlightened upon that head, to make fuch

inquiries, and obfervations, as would ter;d to throw

lignt upen the fubject ; though perhaps this might
afford an inquiry of the greatefl utility to fociety,
were it taken up, and purfued, by fome one able tg
pcrform the'tafk, True it 1s, that many different
methods
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reethods are made ufe of in agriculiurc; thele meth,
ods are in a meafure local, retained. by thofe, who
have been in the cuftom of ufing them, and parted
from with relu@ance for others, rot fo common,
but perhaps more ufeful.

What circumftances - of that kind came to my-
view and obfervation, 1 will mention.  Perhaps
_you may draw fome idcas from them, which may
be new and ufeful, but § have no expectation that
you will mahy.\ ‘ . . _

_ Relating to the fubject of Land~the price which
it bears jn differcot parts of ihe ftates, the quality,
fitvation, convenience, &c. which it poflefies, irs
quality and kind of produce, the nctt proceeds -
~ which itaveragces to the pofleflor, in different places,

are all objccts, which have claimed a confidcrable
fhare of my attention, when opportunity has inveft-
ed me with a chance for obfervation. I have,more-
over,had my attention much occupied by the differ-
ent degrees of induftry and economy, which have
marked the charadters of different people. .

* It has been the praflice of the grgater part of
writers,to fpeak in general terms,refpecting the fub-
Je&, of which they are treatigg—this mode has un-
doubtedly its advantages ; but perhaps it may pot
embrace all the advintages, which a more minute »
delcriprion would afford ; as {or example, fhould a
a writer, in general terms, defcribe the flate of
Georgia, as a fruitful country,abounding with the
counveniences and luxurics of hfe, &ec.the reader
would, undoubtedly, cbrain an’ idea of its being a
Country, in which preperty might be a;c‘uircd with
a degreeof facility. ~ Yet he could hardly form an
accurate eftimate cf the particular cccupation or
bufinefs, which would afford the moft confiderable
and ready profit. Whetber a capual would be ab-
folutely neceffary in order to profccute bufinefs, and
‘it neceffary, how large that capiral muft be. ];-I;
' ) - . ©Con . ;
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could not form an eflima‘e of the diflerence in the
profit, which he would sealize by relinquithing bu-
tinefs 1n one ftatc, and removing to another; as for
inftance, from Newhampthire 1o Georgia; and of
. *¢onfequence, could nnt determine with propriety
‘upon fuch an obje&, thould it Be prefented to his

=~ his view. - On the contrary, fhould .the coft

- of anacre of land, in' the ftate. of nature, be
thewn ; the additional coftto render that zcre pro-
dudlive, the profiis which ‘the land would afford,
both in Newhampthire and Georgia ; then the rea-
der would be poflefled with data, by which he might
‘ftate his calcuiations, and form an gccurate eflimate
of the object of acquiring property, both in Georgia
and Nchampthire, and learn the advaatage, if any,

thai one waould have over the other; and how
great that advantage would be. -

Thus likewife, by a minute cefcription of the
price,which articles of importation bear in the two
ftates ; the price of thofe for exportation; the
quantity and quality of thofe articles ; the demand
tor them ; the facility of importing,and exporting ;
the price of living ; the mode of dealing &c. would
give a fufficient fund of 1nfermation, for any one to
decide upon the fubje¢t of mercnandife in either
ftate ; fo likewife for mechanics, and every other

~employment which admits ot prefit. o

This is a [yftem of writing,which I do not recol-
Jeét to ever have feen; and 1 have fomewhat won-
dered at the circumftance. There are udvantages .
to be derivcd from fuch a method, fufliciently great
to claim the attention of the litcrary world ; and,
1 believe fich a method would afford more ufeful
inftruction to the philofopher, the politician, the
farmer, the mechanic, and the merchant, than any
other, which has been made ufe of. This method
draws the picture of men and manrers to the life,

- ' and
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-and gives every man an oppertunity of vxcwm
and making his own refle@ions upon it.

‘When we are, in this manné, made ..cqualmed
with countries, men, mannérs, cuftoms, &c. in the
more mintte dcpartmems we have data to form
our own opinions ,rclating to the varicus caufes,
which produce the diffcrent effucts upon fociery ;
and are not dependent on others foran apmmn ref
pecting them.

When 1travelled thmu;,h the ftates, my fitvation
and circumfiances did not admit that exienfive op-
pnmmuy for information and obfervation, upon
tiefe fubjects,which my propenfity lead ineto defire.
However, whart obfeivations 1 wasin a capacity to
make, I paid the firictett attention to .form, with
ag-wuch accuracy, as my Judgiment would allow.
1 dii not fettle down upon an op:nicn, until 1 had
faustactory evidence ot the’ juft prmaple upon-
which it was foundced. Should I ever: again travel
through the fiates, ¥ fhould devote my attention
greatly to fuch an cbject ; and endeaveur, upon
the moft thorough plan, to inveftigate all the hittle
fecret {prings, which fet, the whecls of fociety in
motion. - '

Should the populatlen and cmigrarions into thefe
fiates, be as grear, for one hundred years to come,as
they have been for the fame time ga®t,what an ama-
fing multitude muft this continent conrain! Nature
fcems to be fwiftly baftening forward her evcnts, to
fill up the meafurc of time !~ :

Hereisa vaft field for the philofophic eye to
vicw 5 perhapsthere may be more effeded for the
good of fociety, during the continuation of the A~
merican fettlements, improvements,inventions, and
experiments, than ever took. placeat any other, or
perhaps, atevery period, fince time began. The
‘phxllxmhroplﬂ will be induced to labour with re-
duubed exertion, in this ficld, owing to-the anima-

ting
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ting profpec of fuccefs, which he will have in view,
as a reward fer his labour. :
Did the ph lofopher bave nothing more in view,

~than his own particular benefir, this ,wenld be

a fufficicnt motive for him to be inceflinr in his
refearches, af er that knowledge, and improvemenr;
which would rend to the general good ; theie isa
general connection which does, and muft exith, in
the warld ; and no man difcovers and ‘communi-
cates ufeful knowledge to maukind, but he himfelf
will reap the advantage. | '

No dilcovery,.inits crude ftate, but what admits
of improvement. . Whea itis flung open to the-
woild, every peifon has the opportunity of amend-
ing, improving, and altering, as judgment and ex-
perment will dictate, until 1 is brougzht to perfeca

“tion; and rthen every member of focie'y enjoys

the privilege, which fuch improvements produce,

A ftronger motive, thanall thefe confideranonsy
has its influcnee upon the miad of the real philofo~
pher.  To view blinicifas abie to promore the hag.
pincels of his brethren, the common fock of the
human race ; 1o fee himfelf coawributing 1o 1n.
crealc their joy, comforr, and profpeiity 3 to be-
hold the various circles of fociety, wearing coune-"
nances vacant of care and remoerfe ; tofre the teins
der connections among moie intmate degrees of
coenfanguinity indulged in their, utmoft lautude,
without. the cloud of care taintervene, or the cor-
roding fting of difappointment ! this is a luxury of
enjoyment, a fealt ol pleafure, beyord the utmoft
conception of the vclupruous epicure! and the
more deeply we dip in:o diele enjoyments, the kee- .
ner isour appetite for their relih.  Thele bring
no alloy, ro pain, né difcaic. No evil attends their
indulgence, no repentance grows fiom their ufe.

And now, fir, permit me to addrefs this wifh to
you and family~—That the pesfection of all thefg

giatelul
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grateful fenfations may be enjoyed by you, in their
fulleft meafure. That as yourfamily increafes, thar
opening minds may drink deep’ of this principle,
and enjoy the effects, fo long as they centinue to oc-
cupy a ftation upon this ftage of mutual dependence.
That the moft ftriking examples of fil:al, parental,
connubial, and fraternal affe¢t:on, may pervade the
whole body ; and when fuch a feries of time has bol-
led away, as to admit you among the higher orders
of beings, in that ftate, where we are but little ac-
quainted, may the memory of you and family be

“called into view, with the moft grateful emotions,

and pleafing {enfations. I remain, Dear Sir, with
fentimerits of the warmeft cfteem—
' Your much obliged
Huimble Servant,
, STEPHEN BURROUGHS.
J. G. Efu. IR

ERRAT A

Page 48, 11 line, from top, over read p.
" 333, 3do. poetry, houfe read hours. . .
230, 8 do. from bottom, eight forty read eigaty fout.
© 264, 19 do. from top, difabled read difobliged.
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