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APPENDICES.

APPENDIX TO LECTURE L

Sir BARTLE FRERE, in an interesting and able and catholic
essay in ‘ The Church and the Age’ on Indian Missions, takes a
hopeful view of the future of India, as influenced by Western
civilisation and Christianity. He begins (p. 318) by showing,
rightly enough, that almost everything we do in India tends
to break up old beliefs, and so to prepare the way for a new
one, and is, therefore, more or less Missionary work ; ‘not only
railways and printing-presses, education, commerce, and the
electric telegraph ; our impartial codes and uniform system of
administration ; but our misfortunes and our mistakes, our wars,
our famines, and our mutinies.” He then gives (p. 334-337)
elaborate statistics of the Missionary agencies at work in 1865
in Western India ; they have enormously increased in the last
30 years, and he estimates the number of Missionaries at work
at about 105, and the number of converts at somewhere about
2,200 ; and this, multiplied by six or seven, would probably, he
thinks, give a general idea of the direct results of Missionary
work during that period throughout all India (I would remark
here that an official statement published in 1873 gives a much
more favourable account, estimating the number of communi-
cants at 78,494 ; but when Sir Bartle Frere comes to deal with
Mohammedanism (p. 354-356) he gives no statistics on the point
we most desiderate—the number of converts, if it be at all
appreciable, from Islam to Christianity ; the general remarks,
indeed, he does make, seem to go exactly contrary to the
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conclusions he draws from them—e.g., Mohammedans study
portions of the Bible more than they did formerly ; but these
portions unfortunately seem to be the prophetical writings, espe-
cially those of Daniel ; and they find therein the denunciations
of Christianity which Christians find in it against other creeds ;
they are humiliated by the fact that Mohammedanism is no
longer the Imperial creed of India ; but the upshot of their
depression is not Christianity, but Wahhabiism, i.c., a return to
Islam in its simplest and sternest shape. Brahmoism, which
is really Brahmanism as modified by Christianity, Brah-
manism minus caste and minus idolatry of every kind,
seems to be in some respects the beginning of a national
movement, and, judging from the authoritative sermon
(p. 346-352) delivered in Calcutta on the 39th anniversary of
the Brahma Samaj, and entitled ¢ The Future Church,’ seems to
me to give real hope for the future, and to be very suggestive
as to the way in which Missionaries should go to work. ‘The
answer,’ says the preacher, ‘of Jesus the immortal S8on of God,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and thy neighbour as thyself, is the essence of true religion
simply and exhaustively expounded.” ‘The composite faith of
the future Church is to combine in perfect harmony the pro-
found devotion of the Hindu and the heroic enthusiasm of the
Musalman ;' but, unfortunately, the simplicity and intelligibility
of the Mohammedan creed render it incapable at present of
actually coalescing with the eclectic spirit of Brahmoism. It
is strange at first sight that Mohammedanism, originally the
most eclectic of religions, should, in India at all events, prove
itself to be the least capable of settling down on terms of
equality with other creeds, or of combining with them. No
doubt the fact that Mohammedanism has been the Imperial
creed and is so no longer, and the proud memories of Mahmud
and Akbar, of Baber and of Aurungzebe, are a formidable,
though it is to be hoped a passing, difficulty. If the Moham-
medan revival now going on in India under the influence of the
‘Wahhabis, the Firazees, and the followers of Dudu Miyan, can
only be accompanied by a great moral reformation, such as
Sprenger himself does not seem to despair of (L., p. 459, ‘ the
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Arabs only want another Luther’), the result, partially at least,.
of Christian influences, the simplicity of Islam will no doubt
in its turn give it a great advantage over the Brahma Samaj in
the struggle to fill the void created by the crumbling fabric of
Hinduism. It has another great advantage in being already to
some extent in possession of the ground. I observe that one of
the speakers at the recent Allahabad Missionary Conference says
that thirty millions, the estimated number of Musalmans in India,
is much below the mark.

The unfavourable opinion expressed by Dr. Livingstone on
the effects of Mohammedanism in Africa (Expedition to the
Zambesi, p. 513-516, and 602-603) appears opposed to the
general view I have taken in the Lecture ; and of course, so far
as his personal experience goes, is unimpeachable and conclusive.
Baut it is clear that Dr. Livingstone drew his general conclusions
almost entirely from his acquaintance with the Arab slave
traders in the south and east of Africa, whom it was the main
purpose of his noble and heroic life to put down. In the
Lecture I have purposely not dwelt upon the extension of Islam
along the coast to the south of the Equator, for the simple
reason that the inhabitants are Mohammedans in nothing but
the name. The Arabs there are of the most degraded type,
and are engaged almost to a man in the brutalising slave trade,
which by itself is a complete obstacle to everyspecies of civilisation
and religion. No doubt, as Dr. Livingstone remarks, the native
African there contrasts favourably with the Mohammedan—as
favourably, I would add, as he does even with the Portuguese ;
but that Dr. Livingstone judged of the whole of Mohammedan
Africa by his experience of its worst part,is clear from his
remark—opposed as it is to the unanimous testimony of travel-
lers in Northern and Central Africa—* that the only foundation
for the statements respecting the spread of Islam in Africa is
the fact that in a remote corner of North-West Africa, the
Foulahs and Mandingoes, and some other tribes in Northern
Africa, have made conquests of territory ; but that even they
care 80 little for the extension of their faith, that after conquest
no pains whatever are taken to indoctrinate the adults of the
tribe’ (p. 513). Captain Burton asserts that ‘ Mohammedans
alone make proselytes in Africa.’” Dr. Livingstone says as
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explicitly ¢ in Africa the followers of Christ alone are anxious to
propagate their faith.” Here is a direct contradiction ; and it is
obvious that in a country of such vast extent as Africa no such
sweeping statement can be absolutely true. Perhaps Sierra
Leone, to which Dr. Livingstone paid a visit for the purpose of
testing the results of missionary enterprise, and to which he
specially refers (p. 663), will furnish us with the best materials
for pointing out how far the two statements are reconcileable
with each other, and with substantial accuracy. In Sierra Leone
there is a large negro community, the members of which having
been brought for many years into contact not only with direct
Christian preaching, but, what is more important, with Christian
education, government, and example, are both excellent citizens
and sincere Christians, and, as one would expect, contrast
favourably in point of morality even with the best Mohamme-
dans. This is unquestionably true ; and of the self-denying
efforts of the missionaries, especially the native ones, within
certain limits, it is impossible to speak too highly. As to the
exact number of Christians in the colony at this moment it is
rather difficult to arrive at an accurate conclusion; but to take
Dr. Livingstone’s figures, he remarks (p. 605) that in the census
of 1861 the whole population of Sierra Leone itself was 41,000
souls, 27,000 of them being Christian, and 1,774 Mohammedan,
‘not a very large proportion,” he observes, ‘for the only sect in
Africa which makes proselytes.” It is not a large proportion,
but what is the number now? Sierra Leone now affords the
most striking proof that can be given of the extent to which
on the one hand Islam is spreading in that part of Africa by the
efforts of unassisted missionaries, and on the other of the
absence of any such propagation of the Christian faith among the
tribes beyond the limits of the settlement. When Dr. Living-
stone visited Sierra Leone a few years ago, Islam was, as he
says, hardly known there ; since then Mohammedan mission-
aries have come thither from the Foulahs and from the far
interior, and with what result? No one will say that it is the
sword to which they owe their success, for the peace of Sierra
Leone has been for years undisturbed. And now we have
(Government Report of West African Colonies, 1873) the
testimony of Mr. Johnson (p. 15), the able and excellent mis-
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sionary whom I have quoted in my Lecture, endorsed as it
would seem by the Bishop of the Diocese, that the Christian
community at Sierra Leone, however flourishing itself, has exer-
cised no influence on the large number of native Africans
resorting annually to the town for the purpose of trade, and
still less has it done anything to propagate itself by sending out
missionaries among adjoining tribes. On the other hand, a few:
active and zealous Mohammedan missionaries have carried their
peaceful war into the enemies’ country, and have produced
great results even among the Christian and native population of
Sierra Leone itself ; insomuch that the religion of a large
portion, the Governor says of the majority, of the Christians
within the settlement has been actually changed by their
preaching! There may be, and it is to be hoped there is,
exaggeration as to the numbers ; but there can be no doubt,
looking to the congensus of testimony, that Islam is propagated
in Western, Northern, and Central Africa ; that it is propagated
by simple preaching and with marked success even where a
Christian Government, and, what is better, Christianity itself,
is to a great extent in possession of the ground. Ome wishes
that Dr. Livingstone, the greatest and most single-minded of
all the friends of Africa, had himself come into contact with
a few of these simple and single-minded Mohammedan mis-
sionaries. They come 8o near in many respects to his own ideal
of what a Christian missionary ought to be, that one feels sure
he would have been led to modify his judgment as to the system
which produces them, and to the great teacher whom he rarely
mentions but as the ‘ false prophet.’

The remarks I have made in the Lecture as to the attitude
which it seems to me that Christian Missionaries should adopt,
wherever their efforts appear to have a chance of being success-
ful—and surely there is too much evil in the world that is
remediable, to allow of a great expenditure of labour or money
where there is no such prospect—have been suggested to me
mainly by way of contrast to what I have read in most books
devoted to the cause of Missions. Even so noble, and self-
sacrificing, and single-hearted a man as Henry Martyn appears
to have gone out as a Missionary to India, nay to have argued
with Mohammedans, without having first read a word of the
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Koran, even in its English dress (Memoir of Rev. Henry
Martyn, by Rev. J. Sargent, p. 177 : cf. 225) ; and throughout
his career he treats it as an ‘imposture;’ ‘the work of the
devil.' He is sent to fight the ¢ four-faced devil of India,’—i.e.,
Hindus, Mohsmmedans, Papists, and Infidels (p. 259) ; and see
a summary of his written arguments against Mohammedans
(on p. 335), which are quite enough by themselves to account for
his ill-success. See also the account by another devoted mis-
gionary, the Rev. C. B. Leupolt, of his mission at Benares
(‘Recollections of an Indian Missionary’), who takes much the
same position. ¢ The so-called Prophet of the Mohammedans ;’
the ‘Koran’ is an assemblage of facts and passages taken from
the Bible mixed with a great number of gross and cunningly
devised fables;’ ‘no Mohammedan who believes the whole
Koran can have the notion of the true God ;' ‘the Koran is
calculated to lead man daily further from God, and to unite him
closer to the Prince of darkness ;' ‘Satan holds them enthralled
by a false religion,’ and so on. How not to deal with a dif-
ferent faith could hardly be better demonstrated than by the
writings of two such admirable and devoted men. Surely the
system has been to blame! There is an anecdote related of

- Aidan, first Bishop of Lindisfarne, which every one interested
in missions, and most of all those who themselves attempt to
bring over to their own faith the followers of another creed,
and that one so sublime and so nearly connected with their own
as is Islam, would do well to bear in mind. When a monk of
Tona who had been sent at the request of King Oswald to
preach the Gospel to the heathens of his Northumbrian king-
dom, returned disheartened to his native country, and reported
that success was impossible among a people so stubborn and so
barbarous : ¢ Was it their stubbornness or your severity?’ asked
another monk, who was sitting by ; ‘did you forget God’s word
to give them the milk first and then the meat?’ The speaker
was Aidan. He was begged, by all present, himself to take in
hand the mission that had been abandoned. He settled as
Bishop in the isle of Lindisfarne, and, influenced by his spirit
and instinct with his charity and wisdom, missionaries went
forth from there, who, in a generation or two, evangelised all
the north of England.
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Happily, as is shown from the general tone of the Allahabad
Conference, and the explicit testimony of the Glovernment of
India in 1873, there has been a great advance in the right
direction lately. Not to go beyond the limited circle of one’s
own acquaintance, such men as Bishop Cotton and the Rev. T.
P. Hughes, in India; the Rev. George and the Rev. Arthur
Moule, in China ; and the Rev. James Johnson, native of
Sierra Leone—though I would not venture to say that they
would in any degree accept my point of view—yet in reality
would have much in common with it ; and all would certainly
admit the immense amount of good that is to be found in the
creeds, which it is their duty to controvert. Alas, that those
who knew Bishop Cotton well, and who therefore know what
his catholic spirit might have done for India, can only now,
when they think of him, repeat to themselves, consciously or
unconsciously, the touching lament,

‘But oh for a touch of the vanished hand,
And a sound of the voice that is still!’
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THAT the assertions I have made in the Third Lecture, as to the
comparative ferocity of Christian and Musalman religious wars,
are within the mark, it would be easy to bring abundance of
proof. I will adduce here one illustration only, drawn from the
chief battle-ground of the contending forces, the Holy Land.
Jerusalem capitulated to Omar, the third Khalif, after a pro-
tracted blockade in the year 637. No property was destroyed
except in the inevitable operations of the siege, and not a drop
of blood was shed except on the field of battle. Omar entered
the city with the Patriarch, conversing amicably about its his-
tory ; at the hour of prayer he was invited by the Patriarch to
worship in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, but he refused to
do so for fear that his descendants might claim a similar right,
and so the freedom of religious worship, which he wished to
secure to the inhabitants by the articles of capitulation, might
be endangered. In the year 1099 the Holy City fell before the
arms of the Crusaders after a much shorter siege. It was taken
by storm, and for three days there was an indiscriminate slaughter
of men, women, and children ; 70,000 Musalmans were put to
the sword, 10,000 of them in the mosque of Omar itself : ‘in
eodem templo decem millia decollata sunt ; pedites nostri usque ad
bases cruore peremptorum tlingebantur, nec feminis nec parvulis
pepercerunt’ This comes not from an enemy but from the
monkish historian, an eyewitness and a partaker of what he re-
lates, Foulcher of Chartres. Raymond of Agiles and Daimbert,
Archbishop of Pisa, give similar details, and all with approval.
The city itself was pillaged ; but the turn of the Saracens came
once more in the year 1187. The breach was already forced,
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when the great Saladin retracted a hasty vow he had made to
avenge the innocent blood that had been shed when the city had
been sacked by the Crusaders, and took not Godfrey de Bouillon
but Omar for his model. No blood was shed, and the captives
were allowed to ransom themselves, the Frankish Christians
leaving the city, the Eastern Christians continuing to reside
there in peace.

As to humanity in war in general, the progress made has not
been 80 great as is commonly supposed, even among those who
pride themselves, and who to some extent pride themselves with
reason, on being the pioneers of Christianity and civilisation.
Take the case of Africa. I am not aware that the Saracens in
the full career of conquest deliberately burnt a single city in the
whole of the North of Africa, whether as a precautionary mea-
sure, or to support their prestige, or to glut their revenge. Can
England say the same ? If we assume—a large assumption—
that the war on the Gold Coast in 1874 is wholly justifiable, if
we also -assume that the burning of the enemy’s capital was
indeed & necessity, it was a necessity for which a Christian
nation should go into mourning, and should contemplate not
with feelings of triumph, but with those of humiliation and
regret. Is there anything of the kind, or has one single ruler
either in Church or State—now that the elections are over, and
the moral iniquity of the war has been condoned by its success—
been heard to raise his voice in condemnation of it, as even
Omar or Saladin might have done ? It is difficult to see how
the English nation, which has abolished the slave trade in the
West of Africa, and is in its best portions profoundly philan-
thropic, can honestly believe that they are advancing the objects
‘they have at heart when, in support of such a treaty as I have
alluded to in the Lecture, they lead on a weaker barbarous
nation, whom pro kac vice we designate as ¢ our allies,’ against a
more powerful one, and deliberately burn out of their homes a
people who, barbarous and cruel as they were, have offended us
not by their cruelty, or by their human sacrifices, but by their
honest belief that we had come to Africa to bar them from
access to their own coast. It seems not to have occurred to
anyone that our ‘ prestige ' would have been sufficiently vindi-
cated, and our future security sufficiently provided for, if we




APPENDIX TO LECTURE III. 303

had burned down the palace of the king, the chief offender.
But our ‘prestige’ serves as an ample excuse for committing
what we should condemn as crimes in any other nation. It is
an entity that has juggled us into the belief that to destroy what
we cannot retain and cannot use is the prerogative, not of bar-
barism, but of civilisation and of Christianity. Had the war
upon the Gold Coast been avowedly a war not for the spread of
our influence, or for the security of a territory acquired by
questionable means, but a moral crusade against human sacrifice,
or for any purely unselfish object, the case would have been
different. Truly this war will be a damnosa hereditas to posterity,
alike whether we accept or disclaim the fearful responsibilities
in which it has involved us.

There is an anecdote related of Mahmud the Ghaznevide, the
great Turkish conqueror of Central Asia, which seems to me to
be suggestive. Soon after the conquest of Persia, a caravan was
cut off by robbers in one of its deserts, and the mother of one
of the merchants who was killed went to Ghazni to complain.
Mahmud urged the impossibility of keeping order in so remote
a part of his territories, when the woman boldly answered :
‘ Why, then, do you take countries which you cannot govern,
and for the protection of which you must answer in the Day of
Judgment ?’ Mahmud was struck with the reproach : whether
it would have prevented all further conquests on his part we do
not know, for he died soon afterwards ; but he liberally rewarded
the woman, and took immediate and effectual steps for the pro-
tection of the caravans.
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