


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































324 BUPPREBSION OF MORMONISM,

them know what the system is, and not be entrapped by
plausible falsehoods, and then lured to destruction by stra-
tagetic man-management. There are hundreds who receive
their doctrines in Europe who would be disgusted were they
first to hear them in the filthy obscenities of Kimball, or in the
menaces of Grant, or in the blasphemy of Young.

There are a great many persons who have been to and left
Utah. It is a duty that they owe to God and humanity to
let their testimony be known. They ought, every onme of
them, to write their reasons for leaving, the facts they have
witnessed, the dogmas they have heard. Speak them, spread
them, print them. Let them be so confirmed as to compel
universal conviction as to their personal veracity, as well as
the accuracy of their statements. 'While individual testimony
is often suspected and discarded, every wise man can not but
respect a “ great cloud of witnesses.” On as many of such as
see this chapter, I would urge the importance of acting on

. this suggestion.

All fanaticisms feed on excitement; they must increase or
they die out. Like a tumor, corruption must be in constant
action or nature will heal it up. It is thus with Mormonism.
There is no other system that has had so many apostates in
the same length of time. Trying to maintain a constant
extra-natural illumination and spiritual testimony, requires too
unnatural a strain of the mental energies. It needs a con-
stant and a constantly increasing stimulus, or it fades out.
The accession of new members, boiling over with enthusiasm,
and full of “ testimony ;" the enunciation of new dogmas, for
the arigin of which the Elders claim revelation to Smith ;
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the exeitement of continual emigration to Salt Lake, and the
stirring news from their Zion ; the heavy tax on their purses
 to “support the cause ;” the fresh arrivals of new Elders from
Utah ; the active exertions at opening meeting-houses, and
their incessant controversy, all these things rekindle their
zeal already in its decadence. To arrest this progress and
calm down this excitement is to destroy the system, = As fover
will often delay death, so to check this fever is to accelerate
dissolution. Stop the accession to Mormon numbers, and the
“ Churches” will soon die out of themselves, Mormon proselyt-
ism is pot in a steady continuous stream, but in “fits and starts,”
just as their enthusiasm rises to the requisite temperature.
Any thing that will tend to cool the ardor or damp the
energies of this system must tend to destroy it. All their
Elders feel this. When Mormonism begins to stagnate, it
perishes. Hence all their efforts are directed to excite the
people ; hence, too, the yearly appointment of scores of new
missionaries, who replace those who may have lost their first
warmth of zeal. Hence, also, all their preaching is doctrinal ;
moral teaching they despise. To make men believe their
theories is their only object. Whether their theories make
men and women holier and purer is a matter of indifference
to them. It is not with them to convert souls, but merely to
convince minds. This accounts for the startling numbers
who enlist in all species of imposture, while despising re-
ligion. Men give up their minds to the molding hands of
other men very willingly, when they will not give up their
hearts. A philosophical hypothesis, a religious dogma, a
scientific theory, or any mere object of belief, however ridic-
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ulous, will gather around it scores of devoted advocates,
when very often the most correot principles of moral action
will be neglected and despised. Thousands, too, will admit
the force, admire the beauty, and even defend the claims of
such wellsprings of purity and happiness; but would never
dream of making them their rules of action. Any system
that promises a more lax regime of morality, that allows.the
gratification of more sensuous if not sensual appetites, that
encourages levity, self-confidence, and vain glory, that bases
its dependence on the observance of mere outward forms;
neither reaching our deeper instincts of mentality, nor supply-
ing the higher necessities of our souls, will always attract
most disciples, and be most enthusiastically preached.

It is thus with Mormonism. It pretends to decry all re-
generating change of the heart; makes conversion merely
contrition for past sins, and a resolution of amendment in
future. Salvation is then the simple obedience to certain
ordinances. Remission of sins 13 obtained by baptism ; the
gift of the Holy Ghost is conferred by the laying on of hands
of an Elder, quite irrespective of whether that Elder have any
of the Spirit himself To go to Utah is the next law of
obedience, then the payment of tithing, then their secret en-
dowments, and baptisms for the dead, then the practice of
polygamy, and all the rest of their carnal observances, It is
nothing but a long string of ceremonies and especial obe-
diences. From the liberty and light of the Gospel, back inte
the vague symbolism and forms of Judaism, with its robes
and allegories ; sacrifices and costly Temple; glittering orna~
ments and golden vessels; regal priesthood and absolute an-



SUPPRESSION OF MORMONISM, 3827

thority have the Mormons stepped. It is & return to a lower
law; and their members are accordingly all of the lower
order of minds. They ought to have lived in David’s day.
They would have made excellent Jews. Jesus has come in
vain for them, for they return to the “ yoke too grievous to be
borne.” TUnable to grasp or comprehend the higher or
spiritual religion, they have gravitated to their own level, and
reinstated the lower or ceremontal religion.

This necessitates, and seems to justify their polygamy to
them ; and it is why many good men practice it with, I am
satisfied, the purest of motives. Purity of motive, however,
in short-sighted mortality, does not always constitute purity
of action. Re-adopting the formalism of Judaism, it is nat-
ural they should re-adopt the polygamy of Judaism ; and
wish women to become second Ruths, as they are willing to
become a Boaz. Here is the great religious error of Mor-
monism. It is gradual training in these material views, a
great deal more attention being paid to the Old Testament
than the New, that has induced Mormon men and women to
sincerely believe and obey the “ autharities.” As a natural
consequence of their stand-point, they have adopted the
Aaronic and Melchisedec priesthoods as those authorities ;
they have literalized all the Old Testament passages about
the person of the deity, till Professor Pratt has got God into
“ the shape, appearance, and size of a man,” Smith has given
him many wives, and made him physically beget Jesus
Christ ; and Brigham has made him ioto being Adam him-
self. It is the re-adoption of this old ceremonial law, even to
& belief in sacrifices of sheep and doves, that gives their sys-
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tem its partial consistency, and secures attention in the world,
because affording many Scripture proofs and much specious
controversial argument. The building a physical Zion, a
literal gathering of the Jews to Jerusalem, a literal separate
hiding away, and not dispersion, of the ten tribes, and their
return to Palestine, etc., etc., are Mormon dogmas, and they
inevitably follow the assumption of the old law, which was
instituted as a course of tuition, and intended only as a
“gchool-master to bring men to Christ.” His is the higher law
of perfect liberty; the practice of right more than the ob-
servance of forms, pure morals rather than mere dogmas, holy
love of truth, and not implicit obedience to priesthoods.
These forms and ceremonies, priesthoods and dogmas, were
but the abacus with which God has instructed his children in
their arithmetic of religion. The love of the abstract princi-
. ple has been diverted to attachment for the material object;
and in the worship of the truth, they have ignorantly adored
the symbol. As the perception of the concrete must precede
the oonception of the ’abstmet, 8o must the material and
symbolic precede the refined and spiritual. As children can
not separate the idea of “one and one make two” from the
marbles or sticks with which it was illustrated and by which
it was taught; so children in religion had to be taught by
means of forms and ceremonies, and now many are still unable
to separate the two.. 'When the child can perceive the abstract
truth as ezhibited in, but not delonging to, the material illus-
trations, then the material illustrations are discarded. So
when men can appreciate the abstract truths of religion as
exhibited in, but not belonging to, certain ceremonies, then -
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the mere ceremonies are discarded. They cease to be more
than the representations, and are no longér the embodiments of
truths. So purity was loved instead of the spotless lamb ;
the powerof God, and not the power of priesthoods; universal
worship, and not the Temple; the adoration of the Spirit,
and no longer obedience to forms. Without these sticks and
stones, God in the New Testament has come nearer to man,
because, by his previous education, man has risen up nearer
to God.. To sink back into the mysticism and symbolism of
the past, is a relapso into barbarism and ignorance. It is the
return of the mathematician to the marbles and sticks with
which he learned addition ; and such a doctrine is therefore
only as the drivelings of senility when sinking into second
childhood.

It is on this radical and fundamental error that the whole
of Mormonism is founded. Instead of ascending from the
concrete and material to the abstract and spiritual, they have
fallen from the abstract to the concrete. Like the children
returning to the abacus of their infantile arithmetic, they
have gone back to the symbols and forms of Mosaic religion.
Many able and estimable ministers have completely failed in
their opposition to this system, because they have not de- .
scended to Mormon ground. Fighting from different eleva-
tions, they only beat the air. It is not Mormon piety, but
their contempt for it ; not their moral theses, but their enun-
ciation of law that arrests the attention of homest unthinking

- men and women. It is natural to prefer forms, because it is
easier to obey than it is to feel ; baptism of the body is eas-
ier performed than regeneration is obtained. A. Monod, the
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great French evangelical orator, uttered a wise remark when
‘he said, “Les hommes aiment plus les sacrifices que la re-
ligion, parce que c'est plus facile de trouver des victimes que
des vertus.”

To successfully controvert Mormonism, it must be met on
its own basis. The key to the whole system is this re-adop-
tion of the ceremonial law. Its whole authority depends on
the pretensions of Smith. These are their fundamentals; and

_not only, therefore, the proper places to attack, but they are
also, necessarily, their weakest points to defend.



LETTER TO0 BRIGHAM YOUNG.

Sir :—To perform an .action without being prepared to
assign the reasons inducing that action, is the conduct of a
fool. I have renounced your system, and denounced your
designs. My reason for doing the first is my conviction of
your error; my reason for the last, is my desire to avert the
sacrifice of your deceived followers. '

I have not resolved on this important and final step without
much deliberstion ; and I am entirely persuaded of doing my
duty to God and man in taking it. To the full extent of my

limited opportunities and abilities I have investigated your
' faith. ‘Increasing insight into your dogmas produced an in-
creasing conviction of your error. I carefully weighed my
responsibility and decided on my course.

‘T have revealed the mysteries of your secret order with its
treasonable oaths. I did it, sir, not to gratify a merely morbid
curiosity of the public; but to show your adherents abroad,
what are the schemes to which they are required to lend
themselves ; and what are the blessings that you assert God
has in reserve for them. I have done so, also, to direct the
attention of the government of the United States to the real
character and object of your system. Not only that they
should be beforehand prepared, but also that they might be
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induced to adopt vigorous measures, as to delay action is only
to afford you opportunity to increase your numbers, and if
you will not forego your treasonable intentions, to increase
also the number of the sufferers. I feel perfectly sanctioned
by God and reason in violating the oaths of secrecy; equally
as much as I feel justified in disregarding my covenant of
obedience. ’ i

That by this violation, I render myself liable to the penalty
you have affixed to your obligations, I am aware ; but I be-
' lieve my duty surpasses my risk. If your system be true, it
ought not to shrink from the broad glare of universal sun-
shine. If it be false, the more thoroughly it.is known, the
better will it be for yourselves and for mankind at large.

I have endeavored in the chapters on yourself, to render
you as you are; neither distorted by prejudice, nor favored
by partiality, I do not wish to unduly inflame men’s anger,
nor excite men’s approbation toward yourself. You have
made yourself notorious; and bave, therefore, given yourself
to the public. I do mot cherish any feeling of enmity to
yourself, or your adherents. I only wish that your really
great abilities had been devoted to a worthier cause, and for
the promotion of a nobler object ; and ouly regret that you
have so fatally involved your believers in your policy, who
are so blindly infatnated in your interests. ’

That you are sincere_in your confidence in Joseph Smith,
and in your own pretensions, I believe and acknowledge; but,
at the same time, that you are leading confiding thousands to
misery and ruin, is evident.  Charity for them would induce
the frustration of your designs.
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I admire the industry of your people, their notable labors
and their general sincerity, but I depfore their delusion,
and I denounce their deceivers. I have carefully chosen my
course, and shall, with the help of God, pursue it.

That you will ever be made, in this life, to.see your mad-
ness and its inevitable consequences, I can not believe. That
you would forsake it if you did see it, I can not hope. One
thing is certain, you have forged your own chains, as well as
the fetters that you have fastened on your deluded people.
You are as hopelessly your own slave as ever you wished to
make others.

But while you can not retract the past, you are still able to
prevent much sorrow and difficulties in the fature. The polit-
ical ambition of Joseph Smith entailed suffering, exodus, and
death upon his blindly devoted and fanatically infatuated
followers. Your political ambition will involve in the same
disastrous consequences your still more numerous adherents.
Your own wisdom must teach that your object of founding an
independent kingdom is hopeless; and that to atéempt it is to
insure your own destruction. You must be aware, too, that
while religious martyrs are pitied, political adventurers are
despised ; and that such a course will divest you of all sym-
pethy, and hand you and your ambition down to universal
execration and contempt. If you do push matters to so
lamentable an extremity as to come into collision with the
federal authorities, remember that it is You and not Tasx who
will then be the real cause of the suffering and bloodshed that
will entue! Were you the President of the United States
to-morrow, and were such another system as Mormonism, with
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such another leader as yourself, to attempt to. defy or outrage
your country and its institutions, remember that you would-
be the first man to erush them, as you crushed Sidney Rigdon
at Nauvoo! What you would yourself do as President, will
be done by the President, should occasion require such energy
and action. To oppose the government is to expese yourself;
to oppose it so far as to shed blood, is to bring.the blood that
may be shed on your own hands and head. Wisdom should
dictate caution, and caution would advise the renunciation of
wild and impracticable schemes, which can only end in con-
fusion, and involve the ruin of simple and devoted thousands.
Not alone eould .you prevent such ruin, but you could ac-
complish much good ; and, instead of being remembered as
only a curse to your race, leave some gleam of a better heart
and a sounder mind. Your position would enable you to ac-
complish much toward the advancement of the interests of
your country and the consummation of human progress.
That you have energy sufficient to arrest and break up the
whole system of Mormon politics, that you could quell the
disturbance and control the shock which would ensue from
such an attempt, that you could divert the attention and
direct the power of your followers into a far higher and more
rational pursuits, I do not for a moment doubt. That you
have not sufficient moral strength to attempt it, I know. The
most the world can hope and ask from you is to save your-
self, and spare your believers from the suffering and destruc-
tion consequent on the struggle to which you are endeavoring
to incite them, I will say nothing to you of the wickedness
or of the treason of your effort to establish such a kingdom in
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the center of your country. All I urge on you is its folly and
its impossibility. This, in your serious moments, you must
feel. Those sanguine aspirants of your advisers, who really
entertain the hope of ultimate success, confide too much on
the neglect or the imbecility of their country’s government.
Such a confidence is ridiculous. Perhaps you may rely on
supernatural assistance: if so, where were your gods at Mis-
sours, at Carthage, at Nauvoo? Your Adam-deity, like the
Baal of Elijah’s day, was ¢ sleeping or taking a journey.”

It is not presumption in me thus to direct your attention to
this subject. Having made yourself so conspicuous, you have
given any one the right to address you. I have spoken to
you as a prophet ; as a man to a man I now write to you. I
admire your genius, but I deplore its exercise. I no more
dread your enmity than I fear your priestly anathemas, The
slanders your coadjutors may attempt to circulate, I despise.
You told the people once, that your “ words were but wind ;”
as wind they may be safely encountered.

I confidently believe the time will come when honest men
will be undeceived, desert your standard, and leave you. for-
saken and sorrow-stricken to remorse for the past and terror
for the future. To this end I shall labor, and constantly and
fervently pray that your power and your system may find a
speedy and an eternal grave; that it may be sunk in the ob-
livion of its own mysteries, and be buried under the mountain
of its own ignominy.

JOHN HYDE, Jux.

Nzw YoRg, July, 1857,








