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According to paragraphs 4, 6 and 7 of the same revelation,
the person who is not married by the Mormon priesthood be-
comes an angel after death, and must remain an angel and a
servant forever and ever ; while the person who is married by
that priesthood, will became a God, and continue his seed by
concubinage from everlasting to everlasting.

This revelation is, in the first place, a flat refutation of the
Book of Mormon in regard to polygamy ; in the second place,
it is a proclamation of the polytheistic doctrine in Mormon-
ism ; in the third place, it is a command to practice polygamy ;
and in the fourth place, it teaches that all Gods are polyg-
amists, and that no one can. enter the celestial glory without
first entering into polygamy.

It is not surprising at all that Mormonism, in its perver-
sion and lack of system, should teach a doctrine in one book
and refute it in another ; nor are its views on marriage much
worse than its conception of God. But it is amazing that
there is sufficient audacity in this unclean commixture of
pantheism and Islamism, to attempt to palm itself off upon
the Christian world as Christianity.

The Mormons are well aware of the fact that to the Chris-
tian thinking matrimony is monogamic ; this is contained in
the very idea. In the pre-Christian world, monogamic mar-
riages existed, but had no firm establishment. In heathenism,
we see matrimony profaned in polygamy ; and even the peo-
ple of Israel were not able to maintain matrimony in its
purity, as will be seen in the history of the patriarchs. This
fact we find attested in the Book of Mormon, Liverpool Edi-
tion, 1852, page 118. But Christianity has re-established the
dignity of matrimony as a Divine institution, originating in
paradise (Matt. 19:5). Christianity has recommended the
monogamic marriage for the conscience of man, by its concep-
tion of the eternal individuality of man, and especially by
emancipating woman to a free personality, and recognizing
her as a joint heir to life (I Peter 3: 7). Where polygamy is
practiced there is no recognition of ,the eternal significance of
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the in;.iividual, and matrimony has been lowered until it has
become nothing but a mere family life. In polygamy, woman
is only a means to sensual pleasure, or to the propagation of
the race, but has no value in herself. But the immortal indi-
vidual who belongs to a supersensual and supernatural world,
cannot devote herself to the natural relation, cannot be the
means for the race, if in this relation her dignity is not main-
tained and her moral value recognized. And this is possible
only where the marriage relation,—which, naturally, is also
a spiritual, a soul relation,—where the matrimonial love is in-
separable from fidelity, which gives to love its moral char-
acter, and unconditionally excludes every other connection of
this nature.

The full devotion also demands that marriage starts from
a freedom of choice.

In Mormonism, like in Islamism, woman is extremely de-
" graded. By polygamy, they both doctrinally sanction insati-
able sensuality ; they look upon heaven as a harem, and show
extreme cruelty to enemies, thus giving every evidence of be-
longing to the religion of the false prophet.

The fact that Rev. David O. Allen, D. D., as quoted by the
Mormon authorities in the same work (page 48), and other
Christian missionaries in India, allowed converts to Chris-
tianity, after joining the Church, to retain the several wives to
whom they had been legally married before their conversion,
does not make polygamy a Christian doctrine. The fact that
the Lord in the preparatory economy gave rules for the
regulation of plural marriage lives, only proves that heathen-
ism had, to a great extent, retained its hold upon the mind
even of those whom the Lord had chosen to eventually bring
forth the mother of Christ; only proves that the early part
of the preparatory economy was yet semi-pantheistic. And it
is just as natural that the Christian missionaries, going into
heathen lands, should be confronted with the same heathen
conditions, and be forced to.deal with them in a manner best
suited to the furtherance of Christianity. The missionaries
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in doing this, simply follow the example of the Lord under
the Old Covenant, tolerating and regulating polygamy until
the progress of the Spirit of Christianity shall make it possi-
ble to abolish a practice so abominable to God and his Christ,

Nor does the Rev. Martin Madan’s “ Thelyphthora,”—also
quoted by the Mormons,—alter the fact that under the pre-
. supposition of Christianity, every gratification of the natural
appetite outside of the monogamic matrimony is immoral.

The point advanced in favor of polygamy, that if polygamy
ie not a Christian doctrine,.and as Jesus came through a line
of people who had practiced polygamy, then Jesus would not
be HE that should come, and hence the whole Christianity
would fall to the ground, is ridiculous in the extreme, and no
point at all. The fact is, that Jesus Christ, corporeally speak-
ing, necessarily had to come through the human race, which,
by the fall, had become totally depraved, and hence was guilty
not only of polygamy, but of transgressing the whole law. It
could not, however, be expected that Mormonism without the
guidance of the Holy Spirit should be able to distinguish
between heathenism, Jewism and Christianity ; it must, true
to its position, remain in the unclean commixture.

But the low and sensual conception in Mormonism is prob-
ably most apparent in ita idea of the marriage of Christ. To
my mind there can be no greater profanation of Holiness than
to claim that the Principle of Creation, that the Weord of God
incarnate, that the spotless Redeemer of the human race, to
the purity and holiness of whom every Christian aspires,
should become enamored and enter into a relation of matri-
mony with three women. But Mormonism stops at nothing;
it drags the most high and holy Triune God down to a level with
the most debased conditions possible. After having discarded
the idea that the mother of Christ was a pure virgin; after
delaring that God was the father of Christ, after the manner
of a man, the apostles of the latter days unblushingly claim
that Christ had three wives. Orson Hyde, one of the twelve
apostles of the Mormon Church, says:
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«If at the marriage at Oana of, Galilee, Jesus was the bridegroom and
took unto him Mary, Martha, and the other Mary whom Jesus loved, it shocks
not our nerves. If there were not an attachment and familiarity between
our Savior and these women highly improper, only in the relation of hus-
band and wife, then we have no sense of propriety, or of the characteristics
of good and refined society. Wisely then was it concealed ; but, when the
Savior poured out, his soul unto death, when nailed to the cross, he saw his
seed of children, but who shall declare his generation ?’> (‘‘Rocky Moun-
tain Saints,” page 485.) )

In answer to these blasphemous utterances, it is only neces-
sary to state, that, according to the Christian thinking, our
- Savior could never have looked for an individual who would
be a fit wife for him. Such an individual would have to be
" his equal. But as the Savior of the world, as the Son of God,
and the new Adam, he is entirely incommensurable for every
buman individual,—incommensurable for the entire lower
earthly conditions, to which, indeed, he brings great blessings,
but into which he by no means can enter. His bride can be
no other than the assembly of the faithful. He must become
the progenitor of a new and higher humanity, and his entire
advent forms a contrast to the condition under which children
are born for the continuation of the old Adamic race, which
is included under sin. The more thoroughly the supposition
of marriage, as a possibility for Christ, is considered, both
from a spiritual and a physical standpoint, the more profane
the thought appears. The fact that in Mormonism the idea
of the marriage of Christ is preceded by the idea that Christ
was conceived in a carnal manner, further confirms the state-
ment by Bishop Martensen, in his article on “ Celibacy,” that
these two thoughts generally accompany each other. Eithex-
of these suppositions is an attempt to drag Christ down to the-
old, unclean, Adamic nature. It may, in this connection,
properly be stated, that among all the temptations in which.
Christ, according to the Scriptures, has been tried, there is not.

a single one that points in the direction here indicated.
John Taylor, who succeeded Brigham Young as President
of the Mormon Church, in his tract “ On Marriage,” reaffirmed
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the teaching of his predecessors, that it is the destiny of man,
in hig highest possibility, to become a polygamous God, and,
as such, forever propagate his species *worlds without end.”
As the Mormons have succeeded in making quite a number
of people believe that polygamy belongs to the past, and will
no more be practiced, it may be well to here quote a passage
 from Elder John Taylor’s reply to a speech made by the Hon.
Vice-President Colfax. This passage conclusively proves the
importance of polygamy to the Mormon people ; proves that
it will always be practiced whenever the opportunity is offered.
This letter, addressed to the Editor of the ‘‘ Deseret News,”
and published in pamphlet form by the ‘“Deseret News”
office, 1870, is dated Boston, Mass., Oct. 20, 1869. I quote:
¢¢ Allow me, sir, here to state that the assumed revelation [Revelation on
Celestial Marriage] referred to is one of the most vital parts of our religious
faith ; it emanated from God and cannot be legislated away; it is a part of
the ¢ Everlasting Covenant’ which God has given to man. Our marriages
aye solemnized by proper authority; a woman is sealed unto a man for
time and eternity, by the power of which Jesus speaks, which ¢seals on
earth and it is sealed in heaven.” With us it is ¢Celestial Marriage ;’
take this from us and you rob us of our hopes and associations in the resur-
rection of the just.’”
He further writes :

¢ Polygamy, it would seem, is the parent of chastity, honor and virtue;
monogamy the author of vice, dishonor and corruption.”

It is unnecessary in conclusion to state that polygamy will
live as long as there is a Mormon Church. When that Church
gives up polygamy, it gives up ‘“one of its most vital parts.”

In the Mormon conception of man and angels, we find the
same absence of Christianity. The teaching of the Mormon
people, that man, if not married by the Mormon priesthood,
must become and remain an angel throughout all eternity,
sufficiently proves their unscriptural conception of man and
angels. To the Christian thinking, angels are a class of spirit-
ual beings different from man, though, indeed, they belong to
the presuppositions for man,—man being the crown of crea-
tion,—an angel can never become a man, nor a man an angel.




Transmigration—Reincarnation.

The belief in transmigration is probably nearly as old as
man. It seems to have first appeared in India in the, teach-
ings of the Brahmans, and has, in some form, been enter-
tained by the most uncivilized and the most civilized peoples
of the earth. In its original form,—embracing, as it does, the
rebirth of the soul of man in bodies of animals,—the belief
has no ethical value. In Mormonism, under the name of
reincarnation, the belief has assumed a somewhat more ethical
form, drawing a positive line between man and animals.

How this doctrine became a part of Mormonism,—whether
it was adopted by the teachers of that Church along with its
other pantheistic conceptions, or whether it evolved as a nat-
ural necessity, being presupposed by other doctrines,—I am
not able to decide. It seems reasonable, however, that the
Mormon priesthood, in its ambition to sweep the Christian
Church off the face of the earth, naturally might have gone
hunting for such doctrines as in the past unsuccessfully had
sought acknowledgment in the Christian Church as Christian
doctrines. Orson Pratt, to whose effort the philosophical
development of the Mormon theology is due, was, no doubt,
acquainted with the writings of the Greek and Latin scholars ;
he must also have known of Swedenborg, Kingsley, Figuier,
and the German writer, Lessing, the champions of this doc-
trine in modern times. Belonging to the forces opposing
Christianity, and being a time-honored doctrine, entertained by
many and great scholars, it would, to the Mormon priesthood,
be one of the things to champion in the general warfare
against the Christian Church.

But the doctrine may have partly suggested itself to the minds
of the Mormon leaders. It is not very strongly asserted by the
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Church in Utah ; it is, at first, only suggested by the doctrine
of the growth of gods, until, finally, Parley P. Pratt, in the
“ Key to Theology,” presents the mode of this progress in such
positive form, that it necessarily contains the doctrine of rein-
carnation, without which it is unexplainable.

Parley P. Pratt writes :

¢ These kingdoms present every variaty and degree in the progress of
the great science of life, from the lowest degradation amid the realms of
death, or the rudimental stages of elementary existence, upward through
all the ascending scale, or all the degrees of progress in the science of eternal
life and light, until some of them in turn rise to thrones of eternal power.’’
(¢ Key to Theology,’’ Chap, V, page 44.)

« Filling the measure of his [man's] responsibilities in the world of
spirits, he passes by means of the resurrection of the body, into his fourth
estate or sphere of human existence. In this sphere he finds himself
cléthed upon with an eternal body of flesh and bones, with every sense
and every organ restored and adapted to their proper use.” (*Key to
"Theology,” Chap. VI, page 58.)

¢ When man, and the planet on which he lives, with all its fulness, shall
have completed all their series of progressive changes, 8o as to be adapted
to the highest glories of which their several characters and species are -
capable, then the whole will be annexed to, or numbered with the eternal
heavens, and will there fulfill their eternal rounds.”” (*¢Key to Theology,”
Chap. VII, page 61.)

I present one more quotation from Parley Pratt’s writings
to prove that, according to the belief of the Mormons, God
the Father himself has advanced to his position as a God
through the different stages of probation, and, hence, is not
a God from “everlasting to everlasting.” Here is the passage :

‘“Hence the highest degrees of eternal felicity are approached by the
strait gate and the narrow path which leads through the dark valley of
death, to eternal mansions in the realms of endless life. This path has
been trodden by TR ETERNAL FATHER, BY HIS SoN JESUS CHRIsT, and by all
the sons and daughters of God who are exalted to a fulness of joys celes-
tial.”” (¢ Key to Theology,’’ Chap. XVII, pages 160, 161.)
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It is, however, first in Morrisism that reincarnation receives:
special and elaborate attention. Joseph Morris, in a letter to
Brigham Young, reviews and explains this doctrine as applied
to the teachings of the Mormons ; he also makes it a part of
the subject of some of his “revelations.” (See “The Spirit
Prevails,” pages 200, 201 and 664, 665.)

The doctrine of transmigration, or reincarnation—whether in
its lowest or its highest form—is diametrically opposed to the
idea of Christianity. In contradiction to Christianity, it pre-
supposes a pre-existence of the soul, and in teaching a gradual
development from a lower to a higher plane as the one thing
essential to bliss, it makes the salvation of man a salvation
by evolution, instead of a salvation by grace. Its gradual ad-
vancement of the human soul through a series of reincarna-
tions is an attempt to evade and deny the miracle of grace, by
which alone man is transplanted into the kingdom of God ;
its fixing of a certain number of rounds in eternity as neces-
sary fo the perfection of the soul is an attempt to deny the
power of God, who, in his work, is not retarded by either time °
or space. The entire Christian Church in history fails to
attach any significance to the idea of the pre-existence of the,
soul, other than that the soul existed only as a possibility in the
depths of the creative Divinity ; that it existed as an idea in
the inexhaustible fountain of possibilities to the revelation of
God, from whence, by his Creative Word, it stepped out into
reality, separation, and personality. And as regards the mor-
tal existences, the consensus of the whole Christian Church,
from the days of the apostles, is that the one corporeal exist-
ence of the soul upon this earth constitutes its whole mortal
existence. That Mormonism persists in believing otherwise,
will never make these doctrines acceptable to the Christian
thinking. The Church in history, being the jealous keeper
of the Word of God, and the possessor of the Holy Spirit, will
never allow any false doctrine, be it ever so old, to attain a
place in the circle of its sacred teachings; it is alive to its
mission, and is able by its divine discernment to detect error,
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even though presented under the cloak of Christianity. Such
is the glorious mission of the historical Church ; and it rejoices
in the fact, that notwithstanding the elaborate panorama of
this later heathenism, with its everlasting evolution, past an-
gels and Gods; with its baptism for the dead, and its mar-
riage in heaven, there is no happier, no more blessed departure .
from this life than that which takes place in the simple faith
in J esus,—tﬁe simple faith that won the battles of history.
Mormonism is at liberty to absorb itself in the idea of an eter-
nal pre-existence, and in its claim to godship. Christianity
concerneth herself not so much about the pre-existence ; it
bends its energy, its whole effort, toward future possibilities,—
toward the future of the soul when it shall be released to its
ideal—Christ.




Early. Mormonism.

Early dissenters from the main body of the Mormons claim
that Joseph Smith had the power and spirit of God while he
was translating the Book of Mormon. These people, although
not connected with any of the Mormon branches, do, like the
Mormons, believe that this Mormon bible contains nothing con-
“tradictory to the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments.
They left the main body, which afterwards settled in Utah,
and called themselves the CHURCH oF CHRIisT. They claim
that Joseph Smith, after translating the Book of Mormon, fell
into many errors, and died a fallen prophet; hence, they do
not follow his late “revelations ;’’ the revelation on ‘ Celes-
tial Marriage” was given some years after their departure
from the Church. They claim to be the true Mormon Church.

‘Now, lest anyone should be inclined to place faith in their
statement, and be led to believe that Mormonism in its be-
ginning was the work of God, it is essential that I here men-
tion a few facts in this connection. As to the exact time
when Joseph Smith entered completely into the latter-day
heresy, and hence became a fallen man, I am unable to deter-
mine; but from my knowledge of the movement and its
entire underlying principles, I am inclined to think that the
spirit of apostacy entered into the Mormon institution and
the Mormon leaders from the very beginning. We have, at
least, one evidence pointing in that direction. This evidence
is the Book of Mormon. The claim that it is not contradic-
tory to the Word of God, is untrue, as has been shown in a_
preceding chapter ; and the fact that Joseph Smith while
translating it must have entered into the entire spirit of it, is
a fair evidence of him being perverted from the beginning.
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There is a peculiar mixture of Christianity and heathenism
noticeable throughout the Book of Mormon, and it is evident
from the whole of its contents, that it has not been inspired
by the Spirit which made the Church in history. The book is
not in any sense doctrinal. Perusing it from beginning to
end, I fail to find any positive statement of conception. It
presupposes a God ; but gives no further light on his being
or nature. The principal aim of the Book of Mormon seems
to be to prepare, in a general way, the mind of the people for
the proclamation of a great and general apostacy of the his-
torical Church,—a proclamation which has become one of the
cardinal points in the teachings of the Mormons. Hence,
besides being a record of wars carried on on this continent,
the book appears to be more of an effort to deny the work of
the Holy Spirit in history than anything else. The few pas-
sages in which it approaches doctrinality, is at variance with,
and contradictory to, the teachings and the conceptions of the
great body of Christian believers in history.

Not only, as has been shown, does Nephi charge the Church
in history with falsifying the Bible and rejecting certain por-
tions of it (I Nephi 3: 40) ; not only does he declare that
the Bible is incomplete (II Nephi 12 : 8) ; he even claims that
the fall of Adam was rather an exaltation than a fall, by de-
claring that ‘‘ Adam fell that man might be,” and that man
would have had no joy had Adam not fallen. (II Nephi 1:8.)

The Book of Mortaon confounds the Father and the Son in
the Godhead. Nephi gives evidence of his monophysitic con-
ception by saying :

¢¢ It behooved the great Creator that he suffered himself to become sub-
ject unto man in the flesh and die for all men.”” (II Nephi 6:2.)

This sounds very much like Zinzendorf, when he says that
the Lamb is the Creator, maintainer and ruler of the world.
These and other expressions of the same nature, such as “ God is
crucified,” “ God is dead,” etc., rest in the eutychian commix-
ure of the two-fold manifestation of the logos. Notwithstand-
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ing the historical fact that the monophysitic conception of
Christ was rejected by the Christian Church as early as A. D.
451 ; notwithstanding the fact that the fourth universal coun-
cil of the Christian Church, held at Chalcedon, (where six
.hundred bishops were present), affirmed the two natures in
Christ, the prophets of the Mormon bible indicate by their
utterances that they still remain in the heresy.

These heretical and non-Christian doctrines drawn from the
Book of Mormon, ought to sufficiently prove that it is not by
any means scriptural.

The claim of the Whitmerites, that the Book of Mormon
is the key to the understanding of the Bible, is conclusive evi-
dence that they themselves are living in the great apostacy
from truth with which they, in common with the balance of
the Mormons, charge the Christian Church.

But coming back to the question of Joseph Smith and his
fall from grace: the evidences of his perversion appear nearly
contemporaneously with the translation of the Book of Mor-
mon. :

In a revelation of May, 1834, only three years after the pub-
lication of the Book of Mormon, Joseph Smith advances the
anti-Christian and anti-historical ideas, that “ Man was also
in the beginning with God ” [like Jesus Christ], and that * the
elements are eternal” (Sec. 84: 5). In the “Lectures on
Faith,” constituting the first part of the “ Doctrine and Cove-
nants,” we are told that there are only two persons in the
Godhead. This is to be found in Lecture Fifth, paragraph 2,
and reads as follows :

““There are two personages who constitute the great, matchless govern-
ing, and supreme power over all things—by whom all things were created
and made, that are created and made, whether visible or invisible—whether
in heaven, on earth, or in the earth, under the earth, or throughout the
immensity of space. They are the Father and the Son,” ete.

While the Holy Spirit is spoken of as part of the Godhead
(the mind of God), it is denied all personality.
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Without entering into a consideration of the multitude of
errors, which in time became a part of Mormonism, this suffices
to show that the Mormon Church from the very beginning
was rooted and established in a crooked conception of the
Word of God, and in opposition to that Spirit, which, begin-
ning with the day of Pentecost, raised up a Church in history,
and led the earnest seekers after God into all truth concerning
the teachings and significance of Christ. And no prudent
investigator will reject the whole historical structure of Christ
on the say-go of a visionary youth and his fellow dreamers.
Mormonism may attract certain people; it will always fail to
attract sober and healthy minds. It lacks the stamp of truth
and the Holy Spirit ; it lacks the luster of eternity and the
‘spirituality of the true Church.




Conclusion.

Such is the nature of the institution which, under the name
of “Latter Day Saints,” or “ Mormons,” claims as its home
this land of the free. Such is the philosophy of the institu-
tion, which calls itself the Church of Jesus Christ. Having
displaced the apostolic confession, it still sends its emissaries
to the world as the * apostles of Christ ;” having discarded
the Christian idea of God, it still claims to be entitled to
recognition as a Christian Church throughout Christendom.
Being fundamentally wrong, every part of its doctrine is false,
and all of its interpretations of Scripture perverted.

And how could it be otherwise? Let an institution reject
the true, the historical, foundation, and the security it offers is
but wind and chaff. Let an institution reject and attack the
historical Church—the witness in history—and where are its
guarantees of truth ? The entire policy of the Mormon Church,
whether under trying or prosperous conditions, is but one con-
tinuous chain of evidence of its being away from the fountain
of life,—away from the Spirit of revelation—the Spirit of
history. The entire leadership of Brigham Young was a
period of unfulfilled “ prophecy ;”” never has such foolish stuff
been given to the world in the name of God; and never has
8o short a period of history been so fraught with disappoint-
ments. Hence the terrible sufferings of a people who, no
doubt, sincérely believed that God was in Zion, and that Brig-
ham Young was his chosen leader. The priesthood of this
mighty hierarchy may possibly have been in earnest in the
beginning ; but their blindness and lack of spirituality and
light, their disqualification as spiritual leaders, caused them
to become so steeped in error, in heresy, that they actually,
and probably without being conscious of it, have been combat-
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ing the living God. The results were inevitable. What little
spirituality the founders of the Mormon Church may have
possessed, necessarily abandoned the work as it developed into
an anti-Christian spirit ; as it publicly defined its position to
the world as an opposition to the historical work of the Holy
Spirit.

While every true Christian knows that Mormonism will event-
- ually have to fall before the forces of Christianity and the march
of civilization, the fact remains that it is no less dangerous
while it flourishes. The prince of darkness is ever contending
against the Church of Christ, until all his possibilities shall
have been exhausted ; and being aware that his time is short
as compared with the eternity of God, he mustereth every
means for advance. Mormonism has lent powerful aid to
his purpose in this last half of a century. However desir-
ous the Christian Church is of being charitable, it owes it to
the God who led and protected it in history, to bear its testi-
mony against such an unclean commixture. The Christian
Church owes this to the thousands of souls who otherwise
might be led away from the true and living God into an en-
entanglement of heathen error and barbarism, from whence
they may never be reclaimed.

The liberty guaranteed by the constitution of this great land
of ours has often been fearfully abused. The tendency toward
personal liberty in the United States has, at times, been the
cause of great impositions. Things have taken place here
which would be utterly impossible in any other country but
this. Partialities, abnormal in the extreme, have come forth
and prospered, until their votaries have become emholdened to
attempt the most ridiculous things, even the overthrow df our
national government. This country had become the haven for
the oppressed of other nations, giving perfect liberty of con-
science and worship. It had been raised up, or rather preserved,
until this time, in order that the multitudes of the old world
might find a home of restitution and new life, when the
crowded populations of their native lands should make the
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" burden of life so great that it was well nigh unbearable. It
had become a place of refuge for the soul who craved a greater
spontaneity and voluntariness in its religious life than could
be afforded in the place of its birth. -

Why should not a country with such privileges be a good
Flace for Mormonism to choose as its home ? Is it strange that
a scheme whose object was a total extinction of the historical
Church of Christ should decide upon a land like this as its
headquarters and its center ? True, it was not Joseph Smith
and those who were with him who had the foresight necessary
to do this; they were only the willing instruments in the
hands of the great archenemy of Christianity. He, the cen-
tral personification of the evil principle in the universe, was
himself the one who planned this nefarious plot,—this attempt
to disestablish the institutions of Christ,—and abrogate the
Church of Christ as an historical institution. He it was who
tried, through these willing instruments, to supplant the Chris-
tian God by the heathen gods; tried to be recognized as a
spirit of light, even in this Christian nation. He it was who
put forth his power tq bring everything back to @ semi-barbaric
state, and thus defeat the plan and purposes of the Most High.
He it was who attempted, in an unguarded hour, to remove and
destroy the Christ in history, and frustrate the work of the
Holy Spirit.

Innocently at first, Mormonism called to repentance. The
name of God was in its mouth ; the hideousness of its heathen
nature was not exposed to view. It called to prayer unto a
God who, when explained by Orson Pratt, was anything but
the God of the Bible. It held forth a Savior who, when
defined, was not the Savior of the Christian world. The clank-
ing of its chains of darkness was not heard in the foreign
lands, whére the carriers of its tidings meekly sought the
audience of princes and rulers in order to establish their
right to religious liberty. These serpents lied everywhere,
hiding the essential parts of their doctrine and the real aim of
their work. The apostles of the Latter Day Saints, and those
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who stood closest to them in the priesthood in all lands, must
have been acquainted with more of the Mormon doctrine than
repentance and baptism. They must have known the whole
conception in its details, withholding such parts of the Mor-
mon belief as would prejudice the Christian nations against
them. And it was only where their vile doctrines became
known, that they sometimes were subjected to insults and
harsh treatment at the hands of the people. Otherwise their
mission was comparatively a peaceful one and extraordin-
arily successful.

While things abroad looked so innocent and worked so
smoothly, something entirely different was being done in the
United States. The obnoxious and anti-Christian tendencies
of the Mormon Church gradually leaked out; and while the
elders were perfectly able to hide these evils from the view of
the saint and sinner in foreign lands, these evils could not be
covered and evade the notice of the people surrounding the
Church at home.

The “revelz.xtion ” concerning polygamy became public prop-
erty ; military pomp and political ambition made inroads upon
the saints gathered around Joseph Smith. Persecution fol-
lowed ; clashes came, in which the Mormons were worsted.
Their temples and cities were ruined, and they themselves fin-
ally driven away from civilization. In spite of a “revelation
and a command,” purported to have been from the Lord, hun-
dreds suffered a horrible death from cold and starvation, in
an attempt to cross the plains and find a land in the West,
where the practices of this peculiar religion could go on un-
molested by the civilized world. A few survived ; emigra-
tions were undertaken at more congenial seasons; ¢ Zion”
grew strong ; the Rocky Mountains became rocky fastnesses
for the protection of the little band, which multiplied and
replenished the earth with astounding rapidity. Now the
real nature of Mormonism became apparent. Polygamy was
openly declared to be the command of God; the people went
headlong into this immoral practice. Misery is not an adequate
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name for the results. Demoralization followed ; the people,
isolated from the world, and cut off from every avenue of
escape, Jost all individuality and became, either by fear or fanati-
cism, the abject slaves of Brigham Young and his foolish and
evil whims and notions. A Mormon ‘ Reformation” was
brought on, during which the “ Blood Atenement” doctrine
came to the front. Hundreds were dispatched, and no one
left who dared to tell the tale; the iron scepter in the hands
of Brigham Young and an ignorant and fanatical priesthood,
wrought havoc among a people who had forsaken all they pos-
sessed and suffered untold miseries in order that their lot
might be cast with the “Lord’s people.” Massacres and
murders were the order of the day. Mormonism had an

opportunity to show what it was; and the evidences of its"

anti-Christian and barbaric spirit stand to-day on the pages
of history, written in the blood of those who, too late, discov-
ered their mistake. It was first when the federal authority
had established its claim in Utah, that relief from this fearful
theocratic despotiem came to the poor, misguided and wretched
souls who, in vain, had sought the God of Israel in the Rocky
Mountaing, and vainly had waited for the “Word of the
Lord” through the human monsters who had led them to
slavery and ruin.

The success of Mormonism in the Rockies emboldened the
missionaries over the sea. From the pen of Orson Pratt, who
was stationed at Liverpool, was published to the English-read-
ing world a complete Mormon philosophy in a series of pam-
phlets. These writings forever settled the fact to the Christian
world that the doctrines of the Latter Day Saints were diamet-
rically opposed to the teachings of Christianity. Hundreds
left the Church, and the “ Foreign Mission” came near clos-
ing as a result of the new and strange doctrines.

Mr. T. B. H. Stenhouse says :

¢¢ The statistical reports of the Mission in the British Islands—June 30th,
1853 —show that the enormous number of seventeen hundred and seventy-six
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persons were excommunicated there during the first siz months of the preach-
ing of polygamy.” (Rocky Mountain Saints, page 202.)

The rantings of Parley P. Pratt resounded from the Rocky
Mountains; he had the creation of the universe down to a
fine point. \ :

'The public generally was not aware of the depths of evil
in Mormonism. Tens of thousands were misled, thousands of
which could have been saved had the Christian Church always
done its duty. Mormonism flourished notwithstanding its per-
verted doctrines. It appealed to the carnal mind. Its God
was a God anyone might see and shake hands with ; he was,
as Heber C. Kimball, one of the “Twelve,” said: ‘“One of
the most lively men that ever lived.” Its Savior was a mar-~
ried man with three wives. Its Holy Ghost was a lot of
diffused particles in the universe, and its Word of God was
anything and everything, whatever the ‘“prophet” might
decide. Its prophecy foretold the destruction of a government
and a people which the Mormons, under the teachings of their
prophet, had learned to hate. Its “revelations” were dealing
with carnal things, such as the regulation of polygamic lives,
celestial marriage, the destruction of their enemies, etc. Noth-
ing hidden or mysterious; hence, the uninstructed readily
accepted it. There was no Holy Spirit needed to understand
the teachings of Mormonism, or to apply them to real life;
on the contrary, those who were spiritual minded soon found
that they had made a mistake in the choice of their religion.

Notwithstanding the repulsive phases of Mormonism ; not-
withstanding all that has been written against it; notwith-
standing its degrading influence and the sufferings it has
inflicted upon its votaries, it is working to-day with unabated
vigor, making a special and extra effort to convert the people
in the United States to its heathen and hellish belief. Mor-
monism is now paying special attention to each separate State
of the Union, and nothing will be spared to bring about the
fulfillment of the volume of “ prophecies” concerning the
ultimate rule of the Mormons over this nation. With the
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title and right as a State, Utah can afford its people protection
in the practice of polygamy; and a rapid multiplication of
the unfit will in the near future make strong the political hand
of Mormonism. If the day should ever arrive that the Mor-
mon hierarchy took the reins of government in this country,
and the teachings of the past of that Church should still be in
force, we would have an inquisition the like of which is not
to be found on the pages of history. For notwithstanding the
fact that there is a ridiculous, a foolish, side to Mormonism, it
must ever be borne in mind that the chief aim of the Mormon
Church is the extinction of all that it-cannot “save.” Whether
that day shall ever come will depend upon the living, spiritual |
asgertion of the Church of Christ; upon the personal, the in-
dividual, effort of those who have become established in Christ.
The historical Church stands to-day, as ever, the grand critic,
the grand discerner and weigher of truth; and it is her duty
now, as in the past, to refute and combat heresy in every form,
until she shall come out triumphant and victorious, having
overcome every barrier in her way,—overcome the last possi-
bility of the evil one.

I am well aware that the traveler on visiting Utah in our
day would receive an impression somewhat different from the
one this work aims to convey. There has been a greater effort
in later years to impress the stranger that Mormonism is not
what it is said to be ; that it is a refined and Christian religion.
The Mormons have learned by experience that their doctrines
are obnoxious to the Christian world; they have learned that
the less they exhibit some of their teachings, the better they
are thought of. Besides, the social influence of the “ Gentiles””
in Balt Lake City has brought about a different state of things,
and produced a circle of comparative refinement, even among
the Mormons. This “ elite” ever presents itself to the investi-
gator and the sightseer, endeavoring to impress him that as he
sees i, he sees Mormonism. It points out to him the beautiful
cities of Utah; the wide streets and well-watered gardens;
the seeming joy in the face of its people; and, above all, it
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takes him to the tabernacle, where he. listens to a sermon to
which he, in the main, can have no objection. He is received
im fine mangions, luxuriously furnished, and smiling faces
abound on every hand. Willing hends tend his wants, and,
if a person of mote, he is treated as though he were in the
perennial bowers of paradise. With such experience.among the
“saints,” and being conscious of the fact that in this country
everyone has freedom to worship God according to the dictates
of his own conscience, he goes away from Utah fully satisfied
that the Mormon doctrine is all right.

Here is where the mistake is made. A people should not be
judged by acts prompted by biding diplomacy, but by the fun-
damental principles in its teachings,—by what it would do as
a people had it the power to carry its teachings into force. It
is impossible to know how kind the Mormons might be to
visitors, even to their greatest opponents ; we cannot imagine
how far the possibility of their amicablenese may extend.
But one thing is possible : Its fundamentals, eternally fixed
and unchangeable by “direct revelation from God,” are before
the world in tens of thousands of copies, giving unmistakable
evidence that the defense of the historical Church of Christ
attempted in this little volume, is entirely justified. These
fundamentals of the Mormon Church for all time, given by
“ prophets ” and leaders now dead and revered, can be read by
everyone who wishes true, reliable and conclusive information
as to the aims of a people who, under the present conditions
and prospects, meekly and kindly receives the stranger and the
traveler, and spares no pains to impress him that Mormonism
is the best and the only true religion in the world.

There is no liberty outside of Christ. There is no true
liberty outside of Christianity.

During its long line of march through the Christian ers,
the Christian Church has been comtinually apmoyed by such
pretenders, who, promaising liberty, have led awey unwary
sonls, only to fagten them. in chains of slavery.

Mormonism is only a. later attempt, on s larger scele, te,
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‘draw away the souls of men from truth, from the Christ in
history, down to the hidden paths of hell and the destruc-
tion of individuality. = Let earnest souls beware of its power
to contaminate. Many a soul, once within the domain of its
- miry marshes, has never been able to retrace its steps and
regain Christian ground, but had to content itself with a life
in spiritual entanglements, and in an abject submission to
unscrupulous rogues and a death without any positiveness of
faith or clearness of hope concerning the hereafter.
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