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APPENDIX. 27

counsel, should have protection in defending Smith. I re-
turned to Nauvoo on Sunday evening, the 23d, and I found
General Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith making preparation
to go to Carthage on Monday ; and on Monday morning, 24th,
1 left the city of Nauvoo in company with Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, and some fifteen other persons, parties and witnesses,
for Carthage; that about four miles west from Carthage we
were met by a company of about sixty men, under Captain
Dunn; that, at the request of General Joseph Smith, I ad-
vanced and communicated with the commander of the company,
and was informed he was on his way to Nauvoo with an
order from Governor Ford for the State arms at that place;
that it was agreed by myself, on behalf of General Smith, that
the order for the arms should be endorsed by General Smith,
and that he should place himself under the protection of Cap-
tain Dunn, to return to Nauvoo, and see Governor Ford’s
order promptly obeyed, and return with Captain Dunn to
Carthage, Captain Dunn pledging his word, as & military man,
that Smith and his friends should be protected; that the
order was endorsed by General Smith, which was communi-
cated by Captain Dunn to Governor Ford, with a letter from
General Smith, informing the governor that he would accom-
pany Captain Dunn to Carthage; that, about 12 o’clock at
night of the 24th, Captain Dunn returned, with the State
armé, from Nauvoo, accompanied by Joseph and Hyrum Smith,
with some thirteen others, who were charged with a riot in
destroying the printing press of the Nanvoo Expositor; that,
on the morning of the 25th, Joseph and Hyrum Smith, with
the others charged, surrendered themselves to the constable,
and at the same time Joseph and Hyrum Smith were arrested
on a charge of treason against the State of Illinois ; that, about
3 o’clock, p.m., on the 25th, the justice proceeded to the ex-
amination in relation to the riot, and after a good deal of
resistance on the part of the prosecution, we were permitted
to enter into a recognizance to answer at the next term of
the Cireuit Court; that we were engaged until dark in
making out and giving our recognizance ; that, in consequence
of the rumors as to the excitement at Warsaw and other
points, and to allay the fears of the citizens of Nauvoo, I re-
quested Governor Ford to detail a company to Nauvoo, to
protect the city, which request was promptly complied with,
and that night Captain Singleton, with a company of men
from McDonough county, marched to Nauvoo, and took
possession of the city, and remained until the evening of the
27th, when they took up their line of march for Carthe--
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“After the matter of the riot was disposed of, the justice
left without saying anything in relation to the .examination
for treason, and in about an gour the constable returned with
a mittimus, a copy of which was demanded and refused ; that
I requested the officer to wait until I could see Governor
Ford, and was told he would .wait five minutes, and as I
went to the door I met Captain Dunn, with some twenty men
to guard the prisoners to jail ; that I accompanied Governor
Ford to the justice, R. FJ Smith, who gave as a cause for
issuing the warrant of committal, that the prisoners were not
personally safe at the hotel.

“I then requested the governor-to have a company detailed
to guard the jail, which was done, and they arrived at the
jail about the same time as the prisoners. ‘On the morning
of the 26th, the governor visited the jail in company with a
friend, at which interview the governor again pledged him-
self for their personal safety, and said if the troops went to
Nauvoo, as was then contemplated, that they should go along
to insure their protection ; that, after the interview at the jail,
the counsel for the prosecution wanted the prisoners brought
before the justice for examination ; to which the counsel for
the prisoners replied, that they were committed until dis-
charged by due course of law, and that we could do nothing
until the prisoners were legally before the court, where we
would appear and defend ; that the justice, R. F. Smith, gave
the constable an order for, the jailor to deliver up the prison-
ers, which the jailor refused to do; that the constable then
repaired to the jail, with a company-called ¢ Carthage Greys,’
of whom the justice, R.F. Smith, was captain, but not then
in command, and by intimidation and threats forced the jailor
to give up the prisoners to the constable, who took them
before the justice, R. F. Smith, at the court-house; that, on
the motion of the counsel for the prisoners, the examination
was postponed until the 27th, at 12 o’clock, and subpenas
issued for witnesses in the defence: the two Smiths were
then remanded to jail, and orders were issued for a consulta-
tion of the officers with the commander-iu-chief, and it was
determined that the troops should take up a line of march at
8 o’clock on the morning of the 27th for Nauvoo, and after
the consultation, the justice, who was one of the officers in
command, altered the return of the subpcenas until the 29th,
and continued the hearing until that time, without eonsulting
either the prisoners or their counsel ; that, on the morning of
the 27th, the order for marching to Nauvoo was counter-
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. manded, and all the troops disbanded but the company under
Captain Singleton at Nauvoo, Captain Dunn’s company of
horse, and the Carthage Greys; that the governor determined
to visit Nauvoo, escorted by Captain Dunn’s company, and
the Carthage Greys were left as a guard for the prisoners
at the jail; that, after the troops were disbanded, I requested
Governor Ford to detail some men to guard the route to
Warsaw, as I apprehended much danger from that place, but
I do not know whether it was done or not, as I left Carthage
about 11 o’clock a.m., and came to Nauvoo; that Governor
Ford and his aid, Colonel Buckmaster, escorted by Captain
Dunn’s company, arrived in' Nauvoo about 5 o’clock, ..,
where he addressed the citizens, and promised them protec-
tion and a just execution of the laws, and immediately left
the city for Carthage. : *

(Signed) “James W. Woons,
- “Aitorney-at-law, of Burlington, Iowa.”
‘10 THE PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS. '

. ¢TI desire to make a brief but true statement of the recent
disgraceful affair at Carthage, in regard to the Smiths, so far -
ag circumstances have come to my knowledge. The Smiths,
Joseph and Hyrum, have been assassinated in jail, by whom
is not known, but will be ascertained. I pledged myself for
their safety, and upon the assurance of that pledge, they
surrendered as prisoners. The Mormons surrendered the
public arms in their possession, and the Nauvoo Legion
submitted to the command of Captain Singleton, of Brown
county, deputed for that purpose by me. All these things
were required to satisfy the old citizens of Hancock, that the
Mormons were peaceably disposed, and to allay jealousy and
excitement in their minds. It appears, however, that the
eompliance of the Mormons with évery requisition made
upon them, failed of that purpose. The pledge of security
to the Smiths was not given upon my individual responsi-
bility. Before ] gave it I obtained a pledge of honor by an
unanimous vote from the officers and men under my command,
to sustain me in performing it. If the assassination of the
Smiths was committed by any portion of these, they have
added treachery to murder, and have done all they could to
disgrace the State and sully the public honor.

n the morning of the day the deed was committed, we
proposed to march the army under my command into Nauvoo.
1, however, discovered on the evening before that nothing but
utter destruction of the city would satisfy a portion of the

B
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troops; and that, if we marched into the city, pretexts would
not be wanting for commencing hostilities. The Mormons
had done everything required, or which ought to have been
required of them. Offensive operations on our part would
have been unjust and disgraceful, as they would have been’
impolitic in the present critical season of the year, the
harvest and the crops. For these reasons I decided, in a
eouncil of officers, to disband the army, except three compa-
nies, two of which were retained as a guard for the jail.
With the other company I marched into Nauvoo, to address
the inhabitants there, and tell them what they might expect
in” ease they designedly or imprudently provoked a war. I
mormed this duty as I think plainly and emphatically, and

sef out to return to Carthage. - When 1 had marched
about.three miles, a messenger informed me of the occurren-
ces at Carthage. I hastened ontothat place. The guard, it is
said!" did their duty, but were overpowered. Many of the
inhabitants of Carthage had fled with their families. Others
were prepared to go. 1 apprehended danger to the settle-
ments from the sudden fury and passion of the Mormons,
and sanctioned their movements in this respect.

General Leming volunteered to remain with a few troops
to observe the progress of events, to defend property against
small numbers, and with orders to retreat if menaced by a
superior force. Idecided to proceed immediately to Quincy
to prepare a force sufficient to suppress disorders, in case it
should ensue from the foregoing transactions, or from any other
cause. I have hopes that the Mormons will make no further
difficulties. In this I may be mistaken. The other party
may not be satisfied. They may re-commence aggression.
I am determined to preserve the peace against all breakers
of the same, at all hazards. I think present circumstances
warrant the precaution of having a competent force at my dis-
posal in readiness to march at a moment’s warning.” My
position at Quincy will enable me to get thg earliest intelli-
fenee, and to communicate orders with the greatest celerity.

have decided to issue the following general orders.”

. [Here follows orders to several regiments, brigades and
independent companies to prepare, and hold themselves in
readiness for a twelve day’s campaign, and signed, ]

¢ Taomas Forpn,”
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CHAPTER VI

The facts of the death of the Smiths, as near as can be
learned’from so many contradicting statements as have been
made, appears to be, that on the evening of the 27th June,
1844, agout 6 o’clock, p.m., the guard at the jail was sur-
prised by an armed mob of some two hundred men, painted
and disguised so completely that they could not be recognized,
who overpowered the guard, broke down the door of the jail,
rushed into the room where the prisoners were confined, and
discharged their fire-arms at random. Both of the Smiths
were pierced by several balls, and instantly expired — and a
Mr. Taylor, editor of the Nauvoo Neighbor, received several
wounds in different parts of his body and limbs, but was not
killed, and it is supposed he will recover. Thus, when they
had given themselves up into the hands of the constituted au-
thorities of the State, and were committed to jail on a charge
of treason, with a pledge from the governor for their safety,
they were basely and inhumanly murdered by a band of
reckless outlaws—who they were, will probably never be
legally ascertained, although it is pretty generally believed
that they were made up of some of the most reckless of the
Warsaw. agitators, led on by some of the seceding Mormons,
who had an interest in the Expositor press. The editor of
the St. Louis Gazette says: —¢ There can, of course, exist
but one sentiment in relation to this deed; and that is, that it
was murder —murder of the most deliberate, cold blooded,
atrocious, and cowardly description! It is useless to mince
matters, or to qualify terms; and it is equally useless to
multiply words in explanation or qualification of an opinion,
which every sensible man, who is at all conversant with the
facts, must of necessity entertain. We care not for the cha-
racter of the victims, or their crimes, they yielded themselves
into the arms of the law, for its justice and protection;
yielded with the most solemn pledges for that justice and pro-
tection; and had it cost Governor Ford and his posse their
lives, that safety should have been secured! _

“But it is useless to waste words on a matter so plain,
We have only to add, that if deeds like these are to pass un-
punished, the sooner the free republican government of which
we boast becomes an absolute monarchy, the happier for us
all, and the safer for our lives and our property. A single
despot with his armed mercenaries, if he does oppress us, -
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will have the power to protect us against the oppression of
the ten thousand insensate and infuriate despot of Tae mon!”

But no reflection should be cast upon Governor Ford;
even his most violent and bitter political -enemies do him the
justice to say, ‘“that throughout the trying, embarrassing and
arduous scenes through which he has been compelled to pass,
he has constantly acted in the utmost good faith, and with the
- 3reatest prudence, discretion, and firmness; and that he has

ischarged his duty to his country with credit and honor.”

A deputation of two gentlemen, Colonel Fellows and Cap-
tain Jonas, was sent to Nauvoo by the governor on the 30th
June, to “ascertain what was the feeling, disposition, and de-
termination of the people there, in reference to the late dis-
turbances —ascertain whether any of them, in any manner,
propose to avenge themselves—whether any threats had been
used, and what was proposed generally to be done by them.
They were requested to return to Warsaw, and make similar
inquiries there; ascertain how far false rumors had been put
afloat for the purpose of raising forces; what was the purpose
of the militia assembled, and whether any attack was intended
on Nauvoo. To ascertain, also, whether any persons from
Missouri or Iowa intended to take part in the matter,and in
the name of the governor forbid any such interference, on
pain of being demanded for punishment.” The deputation
arrived at Nauvoo on 1st of July, and addresed the following
note:— -
$To the City Council of Nauvoo :

«GentLEmeN,—With this, you will receive a copy of in-
structions from Governor Ford to us: you will understand
by them what we desire from you in action on your part, as
the only authorities of your city now known to the country ;
and we hope your answer will be of such. a character as will
pacify the governor of your determination to sustain the su-
premacy of the laws, will, we are sure, be gratifying to him,
and as much so to

“Yours respectfully, “Hart FeLLOWS.
' “A.Jonas.”

On receipt of this, a meeting of the city council was
ocalled, and the following resolutions unanimously passed:—

« Resolved, For the purpose of ensuring peace, and promot-
ing the welfare of the county of Hancock, and surrounding
country, that we will rigidly sustain the laws and the gover-
nor of the State, 8o long as they and he sustain us in all our
eenstitutional rights.
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“Resolved, 2d, That, to carry the foregoing resolution into
complete effect, that, inasmuch as the governor has taken from
us the public arms, we solicit of him to do the same with all
the rest of the public arms of the State.

“Resolved, 3d, To further secure the peace, friendship and
happiness of the people, and allay excitement that now exists,
we will reprobate private vengeance on the assassinators of
General Joseph Smith and General Hyrum Smith, by any of
the Latter-day Saints; that, instead of an appeal to arms,
we appeal to the majesty of the law, and will be content
with whatever judgment it shall award; and should the law
fail, we leave the matter with God.

¢ Resolved, 4th, That this city council pledge themselves, for
the city of Nauvoo, that no aggressions by the citizens of the
said city shall be made on the citizens of the surrounding
country, but we invite them, as friends and neighbers, to use
the Savior’s golden rule, and ““do unto others as they would
have others do unto them,” and we will do likewise. -

¢ Resolved, lastly, That we highly approve of the present
. public pacific course of the governor, to allay ex¢itement, and
restore peace among the citizens of the county; and while
he does so0, and will use his influence to stop all vexatious
proceedings in law, until confidence is restored, so that the
citizens of Nauvoo can go to Carthage, or any other place for
trial, without exposing themselves to the violence of assas-
sins, we will uphold him and the law by all honorable means.

¢« Georce W. Harnus,

- ¢ Wm. RicHARDS, Recorder. President pro tem>?
“A.Jonas, Esq.,and Col. FeLLows.

* Messrs.:—In reply to your communication to the city
council of the city of Nauvoo, on behalf of his Excellency,
Governor Ford, I have been instructed by the Council to
communicate the foregoing resolutions, which I respectfully
solicit for your consideration, and at the same time would
inform you that a public meeting will be held at the stand,
east of the Temple, at 4 o’clock, ». M., and solicit your at-
tendance. ¢ Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

“W, Ricaamps.” -

A public meeting was held as indicated above, and a large -
portion of the citizens of Nauvoo were present. Addresses
were delivered by Mr. Jonas and others, and votes of thanks
were passed to many persons who had been most active in
trying to restore and preserve peace. The deputation then
returned to Warsaw, but met with a very different reception.
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 Many persons were busily employed in exciting the pas-
sions and prejudices of the militia, by the circulation of the
most exaggerated stories among them, with a view to prevail
upon them to aid in robbing the Mormons, and driving them
beyond the limits of the State ;” and they declared to Messrs.
Jonas and Fellows, that nothing short of the Mormons leav-
ing the State would ever restore peace between them, and
that they would never lay down their arms until they or the
Mormens were driven out of the county, or. exterminated.
With this unsatisfactory answer, the commissioners returned
to head-quarters, at Quincy. At this open defiance of law,
_ the public feeling reversed, and the chivalrous herces of
Warsaw were looked upon as the aggressors. The gover-
nor ordered them to disband and restore peace, on penalty of
- the utmost rigor of the law, and communicated to the My;)r-
mons to defend themselves in case of aggression; but no
further demonstrations of violence were mﬁe, and the rioters
dispersed. ~
CONCLUSION.

The conduct of the Missourians and Illinoisans towards
the Mormons throughout has been brutal and detestable in
the extreme — discovering the same spirit of intolerance and
proscription that prevailed with our forefathers in their per®
secutions of the Quakers, and the burning of the witches of
Salem —the same spirit that excited the Protestant against
the Catholic, and vice versa, and deluged Europe in oceans of
blood —the same spirit that impelled thousands of deluded
and misguided zealots to brave the fatigues and privations of
a pilgrimage over the rock-ribbed mountain Alps and the
burning plains of Arabia, to drive the Infidel from the Holy
Land, and thought they were doing God service — the same
spirit that burned the convent at Boston, and fanned the
flames of the abolition riots in almost every gity in the United
States —the same spirit that has so recently swept over
Philadelphia like the burning sirocco, ¢ black, suffocating and
bloody”’—a spirit that can only have its origin in ignorance,
and be cherished and nourished until it is raised into a
hideous devastating monster, by prejudice, superstition, and
a constant appeal to the baser passions of our nature. This
spirit is not the one instilled into the minds and hearts of his
followers by our glorious Redeemer, of * peace on earth, and
good will among men;” nor is it in accordance with that
golden precept which says that “you should do unto others
as vou would that others should do unto you.” There is a
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moral force and power in these simple precepts (the Comsti-
tution of the Divine Law-giver) that, when carried out into
all the ramifications of society and of life, will triumph over
ignorance, and prejudice, and selfishness, and mobocracy ;
and union, peace; order and love will reign. Let us all, then,
strive, in our daily walk, and in all our transactions and
intercourse with our fellow men, ever to keep these golden
precepts in view. I am not a Mormon, nor am [ a member
of any church neither have I, to my knowledge, any preju-
dice against, or predilection for, any particular seet or
denomination of religion; but I like to see equal liberty and
equal justiceto all. I have known many Mormons, and have
been intimately acquainted with some of them since their
first commencement as a religious sect;,I have seen them at
their homes and abroad, and I have ever found them ready
and willing to discuss their peculiar doctrines freely, fairly,
and peacefully; and I have never seen anything like intole-
rance or proscription for differences of opinion ; and I believe
that a large majority of the followers of the reputed prophet
are as sincere in their faith, and as honest in their dealin,
with their fellow-men, as any other community of like numbers
in our country. I say nothing about the sincerity or the
anotives which actuate the teachers of these (so called)
deluded people —that is a matter. between them, their con-
sciences and their Creator. Some call them poor deluded
ignorant creatures, led into all kinds of religious errors by a
set of selfish, designing men.  Others, less charitable, lump
them all together, and call them no better than a band of
reckless robbers and murderers. But what are the facts?
What are the charges against them? If some of them have
acted contrary to the laws of our land (of which I have no
doubt) is not the majesty and the power of those laws suffi-
cient to bring them to justice? Let it, at least, be tried first,
before we let the lives and property of thousands of innocent
beings be sacrificed to a reckless, excited populace, for the
misdemeanors of a few individuals. And if we honestly
believe they are in a religious error, shall we succeed in
bringing them to a knoerdge of the truth by persecution
and bloodshed? Shall we not rather go to them with the
words of the divine revelator on our lips, and say, “Come,
Jet us reason togcther.”

Thomas Jefferson proclaimed a truth to the world that
should never be lost sight of. It is this: ¢ Errers of opinion
may be safely tolerated where reason is left free to combat.
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them.” Political feelings and political newspapers have con-
tributed largely towards the late excitement against the
Mormons. Some have gone so far asto say, in justification of
mob law and violence, that it was impossible to obtain justice
legally against Joseph Smith or any of his followers, as they
had been promised, and had often received, immunities from
justice from the executive officers of the State, for the base
- purpose of securing the Mormon vote, ¢ This affords another
and most melancholy illustration of the pernicious, demoral-
izing, brutalizing influence of the party presses, which are
daily influencing the passions of the people by the vilest and
most incendiary tirades against their respective parties.”
The N. Y. Tribune says —In the intervals of excitement
and inquiry regarding the riots of Philadelphia, the question
is eagerly asked on all hands, ¢ What will become of Mor-
monism now ?°  Joe Smith is dead — probably butchered in
cold blood while a secure prisoner, and without the power,
even if he had the will, to offer provocation for violence, but.
Mormonism has not died with him. Gross and monstrous as
the delusions, and perhaps abominations, practised in the name
of that faith, yet it is a vital, living thing. Men and women,
made of the same sort of flesh and blood, and actuated by
similar sensations and passions as Protestants, Catholics,
Mahometans, or whatever creed or worship the sun shines
upon, do actually believe in this Mormonism ; are content to
live and die by it; to yield up worldly wealth, domestic ties,
and the strong bonds of native land t{r it; and thus feeling,
and thus believing, to their dimmed and distorted spiritual
vision, Joe Smith is as much the martyr hero as any whose
shadow has ever fallen upon the world. The blood of Joe
Smith, spilled by murderous hands, will be like the fabled
dragon’s teeth sown broad-cast, that everywhere sprung up
armed men. We would prefer to be mistaken, but we look
for further and bloodier histories from Nauvoo. The con-
duct of the Mormon chiefs since the murder of their Prophet
shows plainly enough that there are cool, stern, controlling,
powerful minds amoug them; that they have learned, either
from history or their own instincts, the great lesson to bide
their time; and the cut-throat enthusiasm which thought to
exterminate a city and a ereed, will be wretchedly deceived.
It may be —it is, indeed, very likely —that in a formal de-
olared war the Mormons will ‘get the worst of it, and be
destroyed, but what a series of horrors does not this conclu-
sion pre-suppose!”




'S 1

ERRATA. - - \

Preface, page 6, 3d line, reaﬁ? holg, for ¢ held.”
Page .12, -4th line from bottom, rcad, noised, for ¢ rhised.”,
« Tt “ read, postulatum, for < postdlation.»
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read, odd mizture, for “admixture.”

read, but who, except mfully endued with the folly;
§-c., instead of ¢ but expeots ene not fully
endowed,” &e. '

read, periphrasis, for ¢ periphrastie.”

‘from bottom, read, 1whom I will send you, &e., for

<< then I will,” &e.
read, precise, for ¢ present.”
read, credibility, for ¢ ereduhty »
omit the word ¢¢ not.? .
read, cruelly, for ¢ eredulity.”





