







































































































































































making an outcry against polygamy—

a8 if they cared anything about our

marriages—in order to conceal and ac-
‘complish their deeper design.

The most active tools in this con-
spiracy have been some of the Federal
officials. Their positions have given
them opportunities which they have
been willing to avall themselves of.
The preamble of the Constitution of
the United States assigns as reasons
why it was framed: *‘To form a mole

* perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity.””
Most excellent reasons for framing
such a charter of liberty, and every

' officer who acts under it should keep
these o®jects {n view. But many of
the officers sent here have acted as
though they were determined that none
of these blessings for which the Con-
sticution was framed should reach us.
The sanctity of home, the liberty of
person, the modesty of maidenhood,
have all been wantonly violated in the
effort to punish the Latter-day Saints
for their integrity to God and His laws.
Instead of seeking to establish justice
and insure domestic tranquility, they
have sought to array neighbor against
neighbor, friend against friend, brother
against brother, wife against husband
and children against parents,and to
lposen and destroy all the bonds which
bind man to his fellow-man. Their
mission has not been to build up and
cement soclety, but to tear down and
break it up. They have taken delight
in their efforts to sow dissension and
strife, to tempt wives to betray their
husbands and to induce husbands, by

threats of  severe punishment
it they refused to comply
with  their wishes, to disown

and forsake their wives, and to discard
and bastardize their offspring, and to
turn loose, as forlorn outcasts, those
whom they had solemnly covenanted
to provide for and protect. When
these officials commenced their attack

upon us and our religion they found
our homes filled with love and affec-
tion—husbands and fathers devoted to -
their wives and children, and doing all
in their power to make them comfor-
table and happy; wives and mothers
contented and at peace, honoring their
husbands and proud of their relation-
ship to them; and children whose re-
spect and obedience testified to the
reverence and esteem in which they
held their parents. Husbands and
wives and children dwelt together
without compulsion or coercion. No-
where on all this broad earth, where
matrimontal ties are held to have bind-
ing effect, did such complete liberty
exist as among the Latter-day Saints.
It is true, wives were - scaled to hus-
bands by the eternal Priesthood of the
Almighty, for time and all eternity;
but thisunion in the first place was
only made possible by love,and by love
the tie is perpetuated. Women knew
their rights, and they knew that they
could not be compelled to live with an
unworthy man. Happiness reigned in
our homes, because freedom reigned
there, and all had their full agency. No
better proof of this need be adduced
than the fact that in the midst of all
this persecution, and the many induce-
ments there are offered to women and
men to disolve their family relation-
ships, but few men bave accepted the
proffered terms and discarded their
wives; and to the honor of our sisters
be it said, not one woman that we
know of up to the present writing has
broken her marriage vow and dissolved
her relations with her husband and
children.

Yet it is to the destruction of these
happy homes that all the efforts of
these officials bave been directed. In
the sacred name of law, and under the
guise of a pretended desire to enforce
it, they woulu convert this condition
of soclety, so peaceful and so admir-
able, into a pandemonium. They have
worked to this end with such malignant
cunning, such heartless persistence
and such unscrupulous disregard of
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the principles of justice as have no
parallel in American history; and that
they have not accomplished this result
has not been for the want of effort on
their part, but because God has been
with His people and His Spirit has been
poured out upon them to strengthen
and sustain them.

No man-made system or organization
could have withstood the concentrated

. hate and violent assaults which have

been directed against the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Division aad weakness would have
shown themselves, fatal breaches
would have been made in the frame-
work of the system, and the imprison-
ment or enforced concealment of the
leading men would have been followed
by & decay of faith and the disintegra-
tion of the organization. But the
Leord, in establishing His Church, pro-
vided agalnst such coantingencies as
these. He promised—and all have
been urged to claim the fulfiiment of
the promise—that He would give to
those who entered sincerely into coven-
ant with Him, a testimony of the
truth for themselves, and to bestow
His Holy Spirit uponall. It is this
promise and its fulflim=nt that to-day
constitutes the strength of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Salnts.

. The Prophet Joseph Smith was once
asked by a visitor to the city of Nauvoo,
the good order and prosperity of which
struck him with .surprise, how it was
that he governed the people 80 as to
produce such admirable results. The
memorable reply of the Prophet
of God was: “I teach them
correct principles and they govera
themselves.”” This was the secret of
the good government at Nauvoo, and
it is still the secret of the good order
and freedom from strife and otherevils
which prevail among the Latter-day
Saints in Utah and thréaghout all this
mountain region where they have con-
trol. In what other community in the
world could a governor, judges and
other appointees act as these officials

have done in Utah, without producing
anarchy and the complete overthrow of
all barriers which are erected for the
protection of society and the rights of
men? Qurenemies are loud in their de-
nunciation of the Priesthood and its
influence upon the  Latter~-day Sainte;
but that violence and confusion do not
reign in this fair Territory to-day is
due to the teachings of that Priest-
hood and their influence upon the peo-
ple who give heed to them. The people

. have been tamght correct principles,

and they govern themselves.

Do we overstate the trath when we
say that every good, peaceably inclined
citizen of Utah—Jew, Gentile and
‘“‘Mormon’’—would enjoy more peace,
more prosperity, more kindly fcelings
towards each cther to-day if we had no-
Federal officials at all of the class of
many who afe how among us? When
a governor introduces himself to the
world and to the people he is sent to
govern, in all his public utterances
from the platform, and through the
press, as the latter’s avowed and bit-
ter enemy, and prostitutes the powers
of his high office to defame, malign and
injure tbem, would not the Territory
be better without such an officer?
When judges openly announce from
the bench that a law which is general
in its langnage is to be made special in
its application, and so instract attor-
neys and juries, and punish with all
the severity possible one class of citi-
zens under its provisions while no-
torious offenders of another class go
scot free, and, not stopping at this, go
on to the public platform and denounce
with voluble and unbridled truculence
the class of citizens whose cases they
expect to come before them to decide
upon—had not the temple of Justice
better be closed awhile, than such
judees should sit therein? Instead of
seeking to insure domestic tranquility,
these officers have fomented strife, .
they have fostered religious hate, they
have embittered class against class,
they bave sought in every way possible
to destroy that charity which shoukd



exist in every community com-
posed of citizens of
religions and politics. They have
adopted and enforced & policy of non-
intercourse between citizens. A Gen-
tile citizen who has dared to speak of
or tieat a ‘‘Mormon’ citizenas a friend
and associate has been denounced and
ostracised, and an impassable gulf has
been created between them.

Is it any wonder, then, while some
of the principal officers sent here to
govern and maintain law, are the peo-
ple’s greatest enemies and the most
deadly foes to law and order, that
prejudice upon all questions affecting
as and our Territory should prevail?
Or that Congress should be 1nduced,
regardless of the Constitution and its
guarantees, under the pressure brought
to bear upon it by the incessant clam-
ors and misrepresentation of this class
to enact measures that would reach
such a people as we are described to

be? The Edmunds law was begotten-

by prejudice, conceived in ignorance
and brought forth in hate. But its
enforcement in these Territories is in
the spirit of merciless severity and
undiluted malice, and those who pros-
ecute under it have not the excuse
which a deceived and blinded Congress
might plead for its enactment.

The officials here have gone far be-
yond the letter and spirit of the law
itself and strained it for tae purpose
of inflicting punishment; this was
conspicuously so in the case of Elder
Lorenzo Snow, one.of the Twelve
Apostles,whose trial upon the evidence
presented would undoubtedly have
resulted in his acquittal had he been
tried before a righteous judge and an
unblased jury. If any one fact was
more clearly established than another
at his trial, it was that he was innocent
of any violation of the law as charged
against him. But he is a prominent
man—one of the Twelve Apostles—and
could not be permitted toescape. His
case {8 now on appeal to the U. S. Su-
preme Court at Washington. In order
to have it put forward on the calendar,

different

he surrendered himself to the officers,
and i8 now in the penitentiary. The
court has fixed a day when his case will
be heard; and, as in every case that
has gone to Washington, we hope, not-
withstanding previous disappoint-
ments, that this will receive favorable
consideration. It is of such trials as
his—and his is but a sample of many
others—that we justly complain. The
law, a8 it passed Congress, was harsh
and cruel and sufficiently destruc-
tive of our rights and liberties to
satisfy the implacable author, but by
packing grand and petit juries with
jurors who are selected expressly be-
cause they are the proneunced oppo-
nents of the accused and their religion
—by strained constructions of the law
—by extraordinary rulings framed to
suit each case without regard to pre-
ceding rulings on the same points—and
by charges to juries which amount to
direct inscructions to convict, this law
is made an instrument of the most
frightful wrong, and in the torture
which it inflicts goes far beyond any-
thing ever conceived of hy the men
who voted for its passage. It isto be
remarked of many of the officers who
enforze the law that they seem to take
delight 1n the misery which they think
it brings. As to justice in these courts
as now constituted, and with the ani-
mus the officiais manifest, it is out of
the question. Every one knows before
a trial commences what the sentence
will be. Not one escapes, no matter
how flimsy or insufficient the evidence
may be, who is indicted if the prose-
cuting officer has made up his mind
there shall be & conviction. ‘He finds a
willing judge and a pliant jury ready to
execute his decree. As 1o mercy the
adamantine heart of the prosecuting
officer i« impenetrable to the senti-
ment. If he decides that a victim shall
be sacrificed the agony of wives, the
burning tears of innocent and helpless.
children touch him with no pity and
have no more effect upon him than if
he were made of stone. Impudence
and ferocity sit upon his brow. Inall



his proceedings he has a ready coad-
jutor in the judge of the third judicial
district, who browbeats the accused
and evinces an iphuman exultation in
pronouncing sentence, his only regret
being, as he has expressed himself,
that the law does not permit him to
inflict sentences of greater severity.
‘When these men decide upon the pun-
ishment which an accused man shall
have, neither the eloquent arguments
of counsel, nor the insufficiency of
evidence, nor the scantiness of the
law, is allowed to stand in the way of
the pre-arranged sentence. If they
decide upon one indictment or three,
upon s8ix or twelve, they have only to
fntimate to a grand jury that] such is
their wish and they can be gratified.
The more distinguished the man the
more certain Lis fate. No grapd or
petit jury has failedto find an indict-
ment or a verdict against any -man
whom the prosecution and court have
selected as a victim. The marshal, the
prosecuting officers and the court, by
the exclusion of all who have not been
avowed enemiesof the religion pro-
fessed by the accused, and by the aid
of the open venire, have been able to
pack the juries to execute theiwr will
with unquestioning servility. Seeing,
therefore, how useless itis to make
defense, many of the accused have
made none, but have plead guilty. In
deing so they did not acknowledge the
rightfulness of the law, nor the justice
of the punishment; for they viewed the
law as unconstitutional and destruc-
tive of religious liberty and the punish-
ment as an act ot persecution; but
by pleading guilty they saved
costs, and what was of still greater
importance, they saved their wives and
children the humiliation of going into
the witness stan.d and bemng plied with
indecent questions by the bratal
prosecutors. The majority of the ac-
cused, however, have felt it to be a
duty to contest 'every inch of the

round and to let the world see how
utterly destitute of justice these courts
are in their treatment of these cas's

For this reason they have suffered their
families to be exposed to the rudeness
of deputy marshals and the insolence
of prosecuting attorneys; though to
have saved their loved ones from these
indignities they would otherwise have
been willing to endure the full punish-
ment of the court for the offense with
which they were charged.

Against the brutalities, usurpations

-and falsehoods of men dressed in a

little brief authority, we have appealed
and apparently, until quite lately, ap-
pealedinvain. Ourrequest has been a
very modest one; it was simply that
the wrongs under which we were saf-
fering might be investigated; but in-
vestigation was the last thing that the
foes to our liberties desired. A few
weeks since our sisters followed in the
wake of the brethren,and in mass meet-
ing assembled,at Salt Lake City,offered
the same simple petition, sent up the
same fervid cry for investigation, that
the truth might be known and the real
facts of the situation be made public.
In their memorial to the President and
Congress of the United States, they
very consistently, and with the best
grace in'the world, modestly asked as
follows:

“We respectfully ask for a full investiga-
tion of Utah affairs. For many years our
nusbands, brothers and sons have appealed
for this in vain. We have been condemned
almost unheard. Everything reported to our
detriment is received ; our cries to be heard
have been rejected. We plead for suspen-
sion of all measures calculated to deprive
us of our political rights and privileges, and
to harrass, annoy and bring our people into
bondage and distress, until & commission,
duly and specially authorized to make full
inquiry 1nto the affairs of this Territory,
has investigated and reported.”

Is there anything unwise, imprudent
or un-American in this? Do we injure
man,woman or child by such a request?
Are any person’s righte or liberties
jeopardized or infringed upon by such
a demand? Weanswer unhesitatingly,
No! We simplr ask for our own.
Wil not our fc!llow citizena grant it?
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We desire to infringe upon no one, in
person or property, in rights or liber-
ties, in privileges or immunities. All
we ask i8 that they will grant us the
same blessings they claim for ‘them-
selves, and, if granted, we shall be
abundautly satisfled.

Our sisters have had ample reason
for their remonstrances and petitions.
No where else on this broad land have
the officeys of the law treated women
with the same indignity, inhumanity
and indelicacy that they have in Utah
and regions adjacent. Lady witnesses
have been arrested, placed under heavy
bonds, guarded by impure men, carried
on long and unnecessary journeys at
unseasonable hours of the night,
harrassed and perplexea by improper
and, occasionally, indecent questions,
and treated frequently as though they
were criminals convicted of the black-
est crimes. A number have been com-
mitted to the penitentiary for refusing
to answer questions that, reflected on
their virtue, or tended to criminate
those to whom they were joined by the
most sacred ties of affection and daty.
The first wives—those recognized by
the law under wh'ch the officers were
acting, as the legal wives—have, con-
trary to all precedent, been compelled
to testity against their husbands. We
do not mention this fact to
draw any line of demarcation
between the first and plural
wives. 1f joined to their husbands by
the eternal covenants of God’s house,
all are allke honorable in His sight;
His ordinances stamping their unlon as
equally legal and lawful before Him.
Their feelings are as acute, their affec-
tions a8 strong, their susceptibilities
a8 delicate, one as the other. We
simply mention this fact to show bow
utterly the judges and their alds ignore
all precedents, ride over all well-es-
tablished usages and make all things
subservient—law or no law—to their
effort, which, to use the expression of
one of their leaders, uttered from the
bench, is *“to grind to powder’ us and
our institutions.

In Idaho Territory the usurpations
of the officers have gone from bad to
worse. They there out-Herod Herod
in theirdisregard of the people’s liber-
ties. One of the latest movements has
in view the revocation of all certificates
given to school teachers who are mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ,
which means the placing of our chil-
dren, by the help of our taxes, under
the tuition of those who would gladly
eradicate from their minds all love and
respect for the faith of their fathers.
The duty ef our people under these
circumstances is clear;1t is to keep their
children away from the influence of the
sophisms of infidelity and the vagaries
of the sects. Let them, though it may
possibly be at some pecuniary sacri-
fice, establish schools taught by
those of our faith, where, being free
from the trammels of State aid, they
can unhesitatingly teach the doctrines
of true religion combined with the va-
rious branches of a general education.
And in this connection permit us to

‘urge upon the Saints in all the Stakes

of Zion the necessity of caring well for
the education of our youth. If we are
to be a powerful people in the near
future, weilding poteat influence tor
good among the peoples of the earth,
we must prepare ourselves for those
respoasibilities, and not expect that
ignorance will avail us in that day; but
a knowledge of true principle, of doc-
trine, of law, of the arts and sciences,
as well as of the Gospel, will be ur-
gently necessary to enable us to fulfil,
to God’s glory and the renovation of
the world, the responsibilities which
we believe will, by right of our call-
ing, at that time be most assvredly
ours

If the threats which are uttered and
the war that is made against tne Lat-
ter-day Saints were made against any
other people they would become un-
settled and discouraged. A session of
Congress has not been held, and
scarcely a President’s message been
published for years, without some
threatening and inimical action or
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words against the majority of the peo-
pleof Utah. But we have had this
kind of opposition in various forms to
contend with from the beghning. We
should scarcely have built a house,
planted a tree, opened & farm or form-
ed a settlement if we had allowed
menaces or attacks to have deterred
us. We have had to live by faith, as
all the just must do. The present per-
secution should not be allowed to
weaken us in our exertions to lmprove.
We should live together in love; there
should be union in every family circle,
and barmony 1 every neighbor-
hood and city. We should be
cleanly 1n our  persons, in
our dress and in our habitations and
surroundings. Industry should be
habitual with the ad~its of our com-
munity, and the rising generation
should be taught its lessons and be im-
pressed with its value as. & means of
happiness. God has given us the earth
a8 a dwelling place, and when man-
kind live as they should do, it is a de-
lightful residence. It is our duty to
adorn and beautify it—to make it so
lovely and attractive that angzls may
condescend to visit it. We should,
therefore, have fruitful farms, choice
orchards, well arranged gardens, and
if every dwelling is surrounded by
flowers it will neither detract from 1ts

beauty in the eyes of visitors, nor '

make it less attractive as their home to
the children ot the household. In
some quarters there has been ruinous
neglect on the part of parents in mak-
ing their homes attractive to their

- children. A well-ordered, lovely home,

in which peace and good-will pre-
vail, is a place of perpetual delight to
those who reside there, whether old or
young. Where such homes exist the
young who live there are not found
loafing at street corners or stores,
or spending their time in gad-
ding about from house to house and
in improper company at late hours.
Books and musical instruments are
now so cheap as to be within the reach
of the most humble. By furnishing

means of instruction, amusement and

enjoyment at home, parents can, by
adding kind words and loving deeds,
tie their children to them by bonds of
affection that can never be broken; and
in after years those children will think
of that home as the brightest and dear-
est spot in their memories; in their
minds it will always be surrounded by
a heavenly halo.

The aim of every farmer, orchardist
and gardener should be to produce the
best grains, fruits and vegetables. So
also with our stockmen; they should
raise the best horses, herned stock and
sheep; and those who pay attention to
poultry should take pains and secure
the best breeds. The trouble in raising
the best qualitles of grain, fruit and
vegetables is no greater than in raising
inferior articles of the same kind. A
good colt, calf or lamb costs but lit-
tle, if any, more to raise it than
a poor one does—and then how much
more valuable and saleable first class
grain, fruits, vegetables and animals
are than those which are inferior! The
Lord has given us & land in which
grains, fruits, vegetables and animals
can be raised to the utmost perfection;
and we should appreciate and take full
advantage of our climate, soil and wa-
ter. With the exercise of good judg-
ment, proper care and well applied
industry,we can have the best produce
tions of the vegetable and animal king~
doms at our disposal, and the poorest
man in the land can have on his table
such bread, fruits and vegetables as
would be difficult, if not impessible, to
find on the tables ot the wealthy and
nebie of lands less favored than curs.

Our cities are generally well laid out.
Our city lots are roomy. But we
should provide for the increase of pop-
ulation. Sanitary regulations should
be strictly enforced. Care should also
be taken to secure pl2nty of unoccupied
space for public grounds. They
are as lungs for large and
crowded cities; but it is in
the early settlement and laying out
of cities they can best be secured. Then
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land is cheap, settlers are not so nu-
merous, and the struggle for eligible
sites is not felt. That is the time to
secure and lay out sguares for public
grounds; trees should be planted as
gquickly as possible, and be carefully
protected, and, a8 population increas-
es, the grounds should be made attrac~
tive. Andin this connection permit us
to call attention to the burial places of
our dead. For a people whose rever~
ence and labor for their dead are as
great as ours, we are strangely neglect-
ful of their last resting places. Ome
reason for this is the scarcity of water,
and the difficulty of getting it to the
cemeteries. But this is no justificationr
for the neglect shown in many places
~the grounds left unfenced and un-
cared for, and cattle frequently allowed
to roam at will over the tombs of
the loved ones. Artesean wells
in many localities are being
bored with great suecess, and in many
burial places water may yet be secured
by this means for their adornment with
trees, shrabs and flowers—a chauge
which will be gladly welcomed by
all,

In the construction -of our residen=
ees, school rooms, meeting houses,
tabernacles and other publie buildings,
there is room for the employment of
the most cultivated and unlimited
taste. With the increase of facilities
during the past few years, there is no
longer any need for such structures as
we formerly had to be content with.
The prineiples of architecture should
receive attention in all our settlements,
and there is no good reason why con-
venience, a regard for health,and beaun-
ty should not go hand in hand in the
erection of all our private and public
buildings. The construction of our
temples at St. George, Logan, Manti
and Salt Lake City has furnished op-
portunities for many of our young
men to obtain & knowledge of skilled
branches of mechanism, the effects of
which are visible in their own homes
and the homes of their neighbors. And
while we shoula impress upon the ris-

ing generation, as  gualitiess of
incalculable  worth, that they
should be pure in their
morals, and have a high standard of
honor, of truth, virtue and integrity,
that they should be obedient to their
parents and their God, and cherish &
reverence for everything holy, be Ioyas
to their couniry, and respect all con-
stitutional laws ;. we shuuld not neglect
to instruct them in those branches of
industry which will make them self-
supporting, valuable citizens. All in-
dustrial pursuits should claim our at-
tention, and we should endeavor to
Hopart to our youag people knowledge,
skill and good managemeant in farming,
stock-raising, manufacturing, mechan-
ism, trade, commerce and the arts and
seiences. Give our young people an
opportunity and they will excel as
missionaries abroad and in every
branch of skilled industry at home,
and be bebind none in the practioe of
the leading and useful professions.
This they have demonstrated in every
mstance when they have gone out of
the Territory so celleges and schools,
and to receive technieal imstruction in
the professions or branches of art,

As the world must yet know, the
faith that was taught by the Lord
Jesus to the Apostles, and by them to
the world, and that brings forth the
same fruits now as then, can only be
extinguished in a pure people by their
destruction. It is this faith that. the
Lord has restored to the earth, and
that we possess. So long as men and
women who receive it remain pure that
faith will live and thrive and bring
forth the iruits of righteousness. This
every Latter-day Saint has proved.
But faith should be cultivated. By
cultivation it increases. The present
is a time when the Latter-day Saints
should devote themselves to their re-
ligion with all the ardor of their souls.
They should so live as to enjoy the
Holy Ghostand its gifts for themselves.
These are needed by every man and
woman to enable them to endure the
trials which they have to meet.
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At this point it may not be improper
to agalin solemnly warn the officers and
members of the Church against all
conduct that tends to immorality and
unchastity. We are being continually,
though most falsely, accused of teach-
ing and practicing sexual vice under
the garb of reljgion. No charge could
be more utterly false; for nosystem ot
philosophy, no code of ethics, no arti-
cles of religion since the world was
first peopled ever tanght more strictly
and emphatically than does the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
the paramount necessity of personal
purity in the relations of the sexes. Of
this the Saints are well aware. Let us
see to it, then, that our actions corres-
pond with our faith; for we may rest
assured that no prominence of position,
no ties of family, no influence of wealth
can save us from the penalty if we
break the law of God in this re-
gard. But a few weeks ago
it became the sad duty of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
to sever from the communion of the
Saints one of its members who had
violated the law of chastity. He was
a man of education, of experience, of
judgment, of long standing in the
Church, but neither these nor his ex-
alted position in the Priesthood
could save him from the penalty
of the law he had so flag-
rantly broken. And as with him, so
with all others. The law must be ad-
ministered by the officers of the Church
with justice and impartiality, with
malice towards none, but with due re-
gard to the commands of God and the
honor of His holy name. Hear it, O
house of I[srael! ye who are seeking to
attain to the Celestial Kingdom of our
Father—none but the pure in heart can
see God; nonme but those who have
sanctified all their affections and pas-
sions by entire and complete subser-
vience to His laws can dwell in His
eternal preseuce! Let us also remem-
ber that the condition of a community,
as a whole, depends upon the condi-
tion of the individuals composing it;

as are its component parts,so 15 it in
its entirety. If the individual members
¢ of a people are wise, just, intelligent,
honest, honorable and pure, that com-
munity will be distinguished among its
fellows by those peculiar virtues. To
apply the lesson to ourselves, each one
for himself, if we wish to see the
Church of Christ prepared asa bride
for the Savior, we must, individually,
live our religion and exemplify in our
own lives those virtues which we know
must adorn the bride before she can
enter the presence of her Lord. This
matter of personal purity, faith, dili-
gence and good works is one that we
cannot delegate to our neighbor, or
place on the. shoulders of other men
and women; but each must do his own
duty, each bear his own responsibili-
ties, each set his own house in order,
each magnify his calling, each live near
unto God, if he expects God to draw
nigh unto him. :
We are pleased to be able to report
that the Lord is abundantly blessing
the labors of the brethren and sisters
engaged in the performance of ordin-
ances pertaining to the Temples of our
God; and a great work is being done
therein in the interest of both the liv-
ing and the dead. We have been
pained, however, to learn that in some
few instances, either through misun-
derstanding, carelessness,or partiality,
recommends have been given to un-
worthy persons. This is a grave error,
—one that sho.an be guarded against
with every possible care. The Bishops
and Presidents of Stakes should take
every precaution that the House of the
Lord is not deflled by the intrusion of
the unworthy through their recom-
mendation. We strongly advise more
caution and greater care in this regard.
To the Saints we say that those who
desire the blessing of entering into and
officiating in these houses dedicated to
the Most High should render them-
selves worthy thereof. They should
live in harmoay and peace at home,
they should settle all their differences
before attempting to enter this holy
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place, swhich should be a house
of peace, a house of order. They
should pray with their families
morning and evening, and not neglect
secret prayer; they should honestly
‘pay their debts to all men, and not only
to man, but remember also that which
is due, a8 tithes and offerings, to the
Giver of all. They should nbserve the
Word of Wisdom in the spirit and
meaaing thereof, for it is most incon-
- gistent to carry the smell ot whiskey
and tobacce into the sacred precincts
of the Lord’s House. Or.in a word,
they should observe to do and to keep
all God’s holy laws and command-
ments, that when they enter His
House they can enjoy that spirit which
glves zest, power and efficacy to their
ministrations.

The reports from the Elders engaged
in the active fleld of missionary labor
are far from discouraging, though the
results in baptisms in those lands
where our brethren have labored the
longest, will not equal the showing of
former years. The annual number of
baptisms, as well as the total member-
ship of the Church, in Scaadinavia,
now exceeds those in Great Britain.
But the most marked results of our
labors, of late, have manifested them-
selvesin New Zealand, amongst the
Maories, the abcrigines of those is-
lands, who being a remnant of the
house of Israel, ncarly allied to the
Sandwich Islanders, have received the
Gospel with gladuness, and show great
firmness and integrity-in cteaving to its
{ruths.

In the present depressed state of
business, and consequent lack of em-

ployment, the Bishops must not forget’

the dauty which, as fathers of the peo-
ple, they owe to the poor and inexpe-
rienced. None must be permitted to
suffer. But we have learned long
since that benevolence to be worthy of
its name must be gnified by reason as
well as by sympathy; and aid should be
given primarily with the view of doing
real and lasting good to the recipients,
and must be bestowed in a manner to

discourage Iimprovidence and the
growth of a spirit of pauperism. Our
aim should be to develop th= powers of
the worthy poor through that thought-
ful help which will utiiize the re-
sources of the new-comer or unfortu-
nate, and assist those who, ifiable,'are
willing to help themselves. In these
labors of love we trust the fullest co- -
operation and most perfect har-
mony will exist’ between the
Ward authorities and the Reliet
Societies, that thereby they may
mutually strengthen, and enhance the
value of each others’ efforts. Nor must
the families of the missionaries be
forgotten; those whose whole time is
spent in proclaiming the truths of the
everlasting Gospel must not have rea-
son to complain of want of considera-
tion by their brethren and sisters. If
the counsel heretofore given to the
Presidents of Stakes and Bishops with.
regard to the establishment of mis-
sionary farms had been more widely
carried out, we belleve the results
would have been more encouraging.
Brethren, there is still time tor action
in this matter.

In these times, when many men, be-’
cause of being faithful to religious
convictions, are immured in prison,
if proper precautions are not taken,
there is danger of their families suffer-
ing on account of their absence. Great
care should therefore be taken by the
Presidents of Stakes, the Bishops of
Wards, the Priests and Teachers, and
by the people generally, to see that, in
the absence of their natural gnardians
and protectors, they are protected in
their persons and property. Where
there is any lack of means, they should
see that it is amply supplied; notin
the shape of charity, but us a duty we
owe to our brethren who are perse-
cuted for conscience sake and who are
jmmured in prison for theiradherence
and fidelity to their wives and fami-
lies.

The so-called Christians are most
egregiously ignorant of the relations of
man and wife ;and while they talk quite
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- flippantly of the eternity of matter,they
know nothing of the eternity of matter
and spirit of which man and woman
are composed, nor the eternity of the
marital relatien, nor the eternal cove-
nants entered into between men and
women, husbands and \wives, parents
and' children. The acme of all their
hopes in relation to matrimony and its
continuance, as expressed in their cov-
enants, i8 ‘‘UNTIL DEATH DO YOU
PART."”” What a gloomy picture! What,
ncthing more? Noj; this is the general
formula of all the churches, of all the
millions of so-called Christians who
dwell on this continent and .the hun-
dreds of millions of professed Chris-
tians throughout the world. What in
this case becomes of all our hopes of
eternal life, eternal exaltations inthe
mansions of the just? Does God in-
deed ‘‘join them together,’’ as they
say; and then does death di-
vide them and sever the coven-
ant? No, indeed; they make
no such covenant, and therefore
capnnot break it. Their covenant is
until death does them part—no further,
no more. When this is accomplished
allis ended in regard to their matri-
monial relations. What of the resur-
rection from the dead? What of the
New Jerusalem—the celestial glory—
the eternal union that the authors of
fiction write about? * To them, as to
the professed Christians, it is all fic-
tion—a beautiful dream which death
dissolves. We have other views, other
ideas, other hopes. We believe in
death being swallowed up in victory,
in “a new heaven and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness;'’ in
the resurrection of the just, both men
and women, parents and children. Cur
Gospel, ‘““The Gospel of the Son of
God, brings life and immortality to
 light.”” We believe in Jerusaleras, such
as the one which John saw when ban-
ished as a slave to the Isle 9f Patmos
because of his religion, where the
promises made to Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob are to be falflled;
‘*which had a wall great and high, and

‘had twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels’’—‘‘and the twelve gates
were twelve pearls; every several gate
was one pear].” Its walls were of jas-
per, its streets and the city were
pure gold. The foundations of the
wall were garnished with all manner of
precious stones, and the. glory of God
did lighten it, ‘‘and the Lamb is the
light thereof.” Its pearly gates had
written upon them the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel
and the foundations of its walls,
“the names of the Twelve Apostles of
the Lamb.’” ‘‘The throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His
servants shall, serve Him; and they
shall see His face; and His name shall
be in their foreheads. The porters of
its gates were angels and its light the
glory of God.”

What was written on those pearly
gates? The names of the twelve
tribes of Israel. Who was Israel?
Jacob. From whom did the twelve
tribes descend? From Jacob. What
were their names? The names of the
sons of Jacob, which he had by four
wives. Jacob, then, was a polygamist?
Yes; he was one of those barbarians of
which the Judge of the Third Judicial
District says: ¢‘These practices might
have been proper in a barbarous and
primitive time—in crude times—but
they won’t do now. Civilization has
thrown them away. It won’t do to
gather up these old customsaund prac-
tices out of the by-gone barbarism and
by-gone ages, and attempt to palm
them upon a free and intelligent and
civilized people in taese days.””

How free the people are in Utsh to-
day needs no discussion. If the judge
cannot stand these things it would
seem God and the Lamb can, for He is
the light of the city on the gates of
which are written the names of twelve
men, the sons of one man, by four
women—a& polygamist. Had Jacob
lived now, the judges would have sent
spies, spetters and deputy marshals
after him, and if caught would have
sent him to the penitentiary with other -
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honorable mea who had the courage of

their convictions, and for whom “‘God is

not ashamed to be called their God, FOR
- HE HAS PREPARED FOR THEM A CITY.”

And what of his handmalds; will
they be there? Yes: where there is sa
much beauty and glory and so many of
his servants the women are sure not to
be absent. Besides are they not one?
Has not ‘‘God joined them together?’
It would not be a heaven without
them; they have entered into coven-
ants with the men for time and eter-
ity in the Lord; *‘They twain are one
flesh.” ‘“The man is not without the
woman nor the woman without the
man;’ but the corrupt have no place
therein. For without are dogs and
sorcerers and whoremongers and mur-
derers and idolators and whosoever
loveth and maketh s lie.

Speaking of the sexes, the same
God who created Adam, created
Eve, “male and female cre-
ated He them; and blessed them and
calle;d their name Adam.”” Who are
women? The mothers of the whole
human family. They were all born of
women, who were created and pre-
pared as companions and helpmeets
for man. To Eve God gave another
seed in the place of Abel. *‘For God
said, He hath appointed me another
seed instead of Abel whom Cain slew.”
Who made this appointmeut? God.
From whom came Kkings, emperors,
prophets, seers and revelators? - They
came through women who were often

- Prophets themselves, and who were
frequently ministered to by abgels.
Jesus was bornof a woman; they were
His companions on earth, were with
Him at His death, and were first at
His sepulchre, and will be His and His
saints’ companions in heaven.
Polygamy is not understood nor our
relations thereto. There 18 nothing
secret about it. When it was first pro-
claimed in Salt Lake City, in 1852,
Elder Orson Pratt went shortly after
to the city of Washington and published
it to the world in a paper called
Seer; after that, President Brigham

Young, who was a known polygamist,
was reappointed, by the President,
Governor of the Territory of Utah.

It is alleged that we are in danger of
perverting the nation’s morals. But
how much danger there is of this may
be judged by the morality of those in
our midst who endeavor to make us
believe they represent the government
and nation, as exhibited in the follow-
ing: .

CRIMINAL STATISTICS OF SALT LAKE CITY
FOR THE YEAR 1885:

Total estimated population, . .« 26,000

Mormons, C e e .. 20800
Non-Mormons, « . . . . 5,200
26,000

Or 5 Mormonus to 1 non-Mormon.

There were during the year, 1,276 arrests.

Adult males, . . . . . 1,126

¢  females, e e e s . 134

Boys under 10 yearsold,. . . . 16

1,276

The 29,800 Mormons produce arrests, . 96

The 5,200 non-Mormons, * ¢ 1,180
orltol2X%.

There are now in the city some 6
Brothels, 40 Tap Rooms, a number of
Gambling Houses, Poo! Tables and
other disreputable concerns, all run by
npon-Mormons.

But for the presence of those who
are constantly making war upon us

our city would be free from the con- .

taminating influences of houses of
prostitution, gambling houses, dram
shops and other such death-dealing
concerns, and the taxes would be
greatly reduced. Baut, as it is, the
“Mormons’’ are forced to pay a liberal
tax in support of the laws against the
lawlessness of their non-tax paying
enemies. Every other town, city and
county in the Territory, and all the
jails and the Utah penitentiary, show
even & much cleaner record in favor of
the ‘‘Mormons’’ than the foregoing ex-
hibit portrays.

If it should be said that these con-

- —
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victions were made by *‘Mormon®
judges and justices, it must also be re-
membered that the District Court al-
ways stands open and gladly extends
relfef to any who consider themselves
wronged by ‘“Mormon”’ officers.

It is aremarkable fact that in all these
years since the introduction of polyg-
amy among us, not one Gentile has
ever entered’ into it through our
agency; those who are corrupt have

- easier methods which are furnished

and apyroved by the professed Chris-
tian world. These are not ,*Mormon’’
institutiens; but the practical out-
growth of monogamy. The question
arises, if in thirty-four years not one
Gentile has adopted polygamy, how
many years will it take to demoralize
the fifty-flve millions of the United
States? The fact is, onr Elders could
not thus introduce it if they would,
and any one so doing would be imme-
diately severed from the Church.

The question arises, What shall we
do? Shall we, because of the incon-
siderate action of Congress, of the ju-
diciary and of other Federal officers,
array ourselves against the nation, and
sacrifice our loyalty to the greatest

nation which is" now in existence?’

Certainly not. Joseph Smith told us
that “‘the Constitution of the United
States was given by inmspiration of
God.” Isit less true to-day than it
was then? What shall we do? Have
they passed ‘‘test oaths’ which are
forbidden in that Constitution? Yes.
Have they not *‘prohibited the free ex-

ercise of’’ our “religion?”’ Yes. Have

they not passed ex post facto laws? Yes.
It is not only said that no ex post facto
law shall be passed, but also no ‘“‘law
Impairing the obligation of contracts.”
Some thousands of peeple in this Ter-
ritory have entered into sacred con-
tracts for time and for all eternity;
Congress has passed a law making this
a crime; and many men, who will not
violate their contracts, are in prison
to-day for a violation of the law of
Congress which is ex post facto, making
that a crime which was nct a crime

When the law was passed. This, then,
is another vielation of the Constitn-
tion. What about the “religious test
oaths’ {nstituted in Idaho, Arizona and
in certain forms in Utah? What about
the 4th amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which says: ¢‘The right of the
people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers and effects, against un-
reasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated; and no warrant
shall issue but upon probable cause,
supported by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to
be seized?”

In article 8 of the Constitution it is
stated, ‘‘Excessive bail shall not be
required, nor excessive flnes imposed,

. nor cruel and unusual punishments in-

flicted.” In George Q. Cannon’s case
lately, in an oftense for which the law
provides $300 fine and six months, im-
prisonment, a bail of $25,000.00 and an
additional $20,000.00 for two complaints
which were not at the time supported
by any evidence, was required: thus he
was made subject to a $45,000.00 bond.
Is this excessive bail? If 80, iti8 & vio-
lation of the Constitution. Thus we
have six different violations of the
Constitution of the . United States,
sanctioned, approved or winked at by
those who have sworn to sustain that
charter of liberty.

These are no fictions, but veritable
facts that we have had to meet and put
up with. But because of this
misrule and perversion of the
Constitation, and of the rights
of American citizens shall we
be inimical to that Constitution or
to the institutions of the country to
which we owe allegiance? Certainly
not.” These errors have to be correct-
ed, and it is our duty, 8o far as lays in
our power, as {$ is the daty of all hon-
orable men in these United States, to
sustain the Constitution thereof and
to oppose in all legitimate ways any

. mfrmgement\ of that instrument.

We are inconsiderately asked to rend

our family relations and throw away
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our ideas of human freedom, political
1 equelity and the rights of man, and *‘to
become like them.” Be like them for
what? Like them in sapping the foun-
dations of human liberty, like them in
violating our coxstitutional oaths,
like them in covenanting with wives
and children till death parts them,
and no more but a dead blank? What
does it mean to be like them? It
means that E pluribus unum is a fic-
tion; it means that we tamper withand
violate that grand palladium of human
liberty, the Constitution of the United
States and substitute expediency, an-
archy, fanat:.cism, intolerance and re-
ligious bigotry for those glorious
fundamental principles of liberty,
equality, brotherhood, human freedom
and the rights of man. It means
judicial corruption, perverted justice,
missionary judges, class rulings and
minority representation; it means
judicial tyranny and oppression, the
introdaction of spies and spotters, of
packed juries and intolerance, of
prisons, chains and terrorism; and in-
troduces cruelty, oppression and des-
potism, in the place of liberty,
equality and brotherhood.” We cannot
do it. We will rally around the flag of
our country and maintain the glorious
Constitutivn for wealor woe.We cannot
and will not lay aside our fealty to the
nation at the bidding of political dem-
agogues, religious fanatics or intoler-
ant despots.
To you, Brethreu, who, as Presi-
. dents of Stakes, High Councilors
and Bishops, hold in your keep-
ing the purity of the lives of
the members of the Church, we again
repeat the warnings and admonitions
of our former epistles and say, upon
you lays the responsibility of the keep-
ing of God’s house in order, each ac-
cording to his calling, ordination and
appointment, and to the extent and
scope of the duties imposed upon him.
In these duties you cannot be negli-
gent without incurring the displeasure
of the Lord and losing His Spirit. The
Lord holds each man responsible for

that portion of the flock which 1is
placed in his care. The Rellef Socie-
ties, the Young Men and Young
Women’s Mutual Improvement Asso-
ciations, the Sunday Schools, and the
Primary Associations should all re-
ceive your hearty encouragement and
support. Each of these organizations
can be of great benefit to all of you in
your labors. All of these Presidents are
or should be subject to the authorities
ot the Wards and Stakes where they
reside.

It devolves upon the Twelve Apos-
tles and the Seventies to see that the
Gospel is carried, and to carry 1t them-
selves, to all the nations of the ¢arth—
first unto the Gentiles and then to the
Jews. This is their especial calling,
and they should keep it constantly be-
fore them.,

Like the First Presidency, the most
of the members of the Council of the
Twelve Apostles have been greatly
restricted in their movements. One
of their number, Elder Lorenzo
Snow, is in prison. He bears his im-
prisonment with equanimity and forti-
tude; and so far as we know all of the
Apostles feel cheerful and full of faith,
and determined to magnify their calling.

Our latest advices from President
Joseph F. Smith report him as enjoy-
ing good health and to a goodly degree
the spirit of his office and calling.
From his letter, recently published in
the DESERET NEWS, the Saints have °
learned his sentiments concerning the
work of God and the present situation
of affairs,

Inconclusion,we say to all the officers
and members of the Church, be dili~
gent in reading the word ot God, con-
tained in the Bible, the Book of Mor-
mon and the Doctrine and Covenants;
search the prophecies and let your
hearts be comforted by their precious
promises. God has said concerning
Zion, that ‘‘no weapon that-is formed
against thee shall prosper; and every
tongue that shall rise againstthee in
judgment thou shalt condemn. Thisis
the heritage of the servants ot the





