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No. 21.
Statement of Oliver Smith, found in an old book in the Astor Library.
ConnEavT, OH10, August, 1833.

When Solomon Spaulding first came to this place, he purchased a
tract of land, surveyed it out, and commenced selling it. While in
this business he boarded at my house six months, All his leisure
hours were occupied in writing an historical novel founded upon the
first settlers of this country. He said he intended to trace their
journey by land and sea till their arrival in America, give an ac-
count of their arts, sciences, civilization, wars, and contentions. In
this wgy he would give a satisfactory account of the old mounds, so
jcommon to this country. During the time he was at my house he
read one hundred or more pages to me; Nephi and Levi were by
him represented as leading characters, etc. When the “Book of
Mormon ’’ came in the neighborhood, and I heard the historical part
of it related, I at once said it was the writing of Solomon Spaulding.

No. 22,

Rev. N. C. Lewis, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Susque-
hannah Co., Penn., in 1834, made a sworn statement to the effect
that he had ‘‘ been acquainted with Joseph Smith, Jr., for some
time ; being a relative of his wife’s, and residing near him, have fre-
quent opportunities of conversation with him. He is not a man of
veracity, and his general character in this part of the country is that
of an impostor, hypocrite, and liar.”

No. 23.

Rawporen, N. Y., November 9, 1881.
Errexy E. Dicrrnsox @ :

Drar Mapam: I have read with interest your letters on the
¢ Book of Mormon,’’ in the October number of Scribner's Monthly, and
take the liberty to offer another source of information. There was
living three years ago, near the town of Gilroy, Santa Clara Co.,
California, a Mrs. Monroe, who claims that Joe Smith was living in
her father's house when he discovered the golden plates on which
the “ Book of Mormon ” was inscribed, and that the translation was
made then. I do not remember very much of her story, not being
interested in the matter at that time ; but I am certain you can ob-
tain some very interesting particulars, if you can reach her.

I am very truly yours,
Avrice GreEY Cowan.
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No. 24,
Bxtracts from an old book on Mormonism found at the Astor Library.

Eleven male residents of Manchester, Ontario Co., N. Y., Novem-
ber 3d and 4th, 1833, made an affidavit that the family of Joseph
Smith, Sr., with whom the Gold Bible originated, are a lazy,
indolent, intemperate set, and their word is not to be depended
on. The same day, in the same year, fifty-one other men of standing
in the same vicinity state : We, the undersigned, have been ac-
queinted with the Smith family for & number of years, while they
resided near this place, and have no hesitation in saying that we
consider them destitute of that moral character which ought to en-
title them to the confidence of any community. Joseph Smith, Sr.,
and his son Joseph, in particular, were considered entirely desti-
tute of moral character, and addicted to vicious habits,

No. 25.
’ Testimony of an army qofficer.

From an army officer for several years familiar with Mormon habits
we learn some facts which show their animus towdrd the govern.
ment. In 1865 they began and persistently followed up the practice
of arresting soldiers who were in Salt Lake City from Camp Douglass,
and fining them for nominal offence which they induced them to
commit, such as giving them spirits, and then arresting them, and
fining them under special orders. No Mormon would swear in their
behalf, and the officers had no remedy. On one occasion troops
were sent to rescue the imprisoned men, and a serious conflict was
imminent when Brigham Young disavowed the action of officers, act-
ing under his orders, to escape the dilemma.,

The Indians of Arizona, Montana, Wyoming, and Dakota found
ready market with Mormon agents for government horses, and any
stolen, so that at one time thirty branded horses, fully recognized,
were found in Salt Lake City, in Mormon stables, within two weeks
after they had been stolen by Indians. The same was true of cloth-
ing and other supplies, which were not carried to the tribes by the
plunderers, but sold to the Mormons by systematic arrangement.
This was one reason why the Mormons themselves were rarely dis-
turbed by Indians. They excited the Indians against the building of
the railroad and of forts and settlements, thus to preserve their iso-
lation as long as possible. By systematic false swearing they covered
their agents, and by presents and supply of arms and powder
fomented Indian hostilities for years.
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No. 26,

The following letter from Rev. W. H. Rice, of Addison, Steuben
Co., N. Y., tells its own story. Thereis a possibility that L. L. Rice,
of Honolulu, 8. I, may have a Spaulding manuscript in his posses-
sion ; but unquestionably it is not the original *¢ Manuscript Found,”’
from which the ‘“Book of Mormon” was constructed, as all the evi-
dence given in these pages will show. AUTHOR.

Appison, N, Y., February 21, 1885.
Mgs. ELLeN E. DickInsoN :

Yours of the 18th is received. When my father went to Honolulu,
he took some documents which had not been examined for many
years. A few months since he began to look them over, and found
one marked ¢ Conneaunt Story.” He found it tobe a story in Script-
ure narrative style, purporting to be written by Rev. Solomon
Spaulding. It must have been unnoticed in his hands forty-five
years or more, and he writes me that he has no recollection as to its
origin or how it came into his possession. His age is eighty-four. It
has been examined by all the best scholars in Honolulu, ineluding
Rev. Dr. Hyde, Judge McCully of the Supreme Court, and none of
them has expressed a doubt that it is an original manusecript from the
pen of Solomon Spaulding. It is similar in style to the * Book of
Mormon,” but is not identical with it in any part. Itissigned by
goveral * witnesses,” all of whom, as I have learned, actual residents
of Conneaut or its vicinity—now all dead. Hurlburt is, I believe,
one of the names. This is the substance of all I know about it. 1
should think there could be no doubt that Mr. Spaulding wrote it ;
but whether he also wrote other storigs in similar style is an impor-
tant question. Yours truly,

W. H. Rice.

No. 217.

COPY OF THE TITLE-PAGF. OF THE ORIGINAL EDITION OF
THE ‘‘ BOOK OF MORMON.’’

A copy of the original edition of the ¢ Bdok of Mor-
mon” is, without doubt, the scarcest book published in
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the nineteenth century which has obtained any reputa-
tion. As an evidence of this, a gentleman was in search
of a copy for a great many years, and always unsuccessful,
until a copy came into his possession by accident in New *
York, among a lot of old school books, which, by the
by, in external appearance it strongly resembles.

The following is an exact copy of the title-page of this
book :

“The) Book of Mormon). An account written by
the hand of Mormon from plates taken from the plates
of Nephi. Wherefore it is an abridgement of the
Record of the people of Nephi ; and also of the Lame-
nites ; written to the Lamenites which are a remnant of
the House of Isreal ; and also to Jew and Gentile ;
written by way of commandment and also of the spirit
of Prophesy and of Revelation, written and sealed up,
and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be de-
stroyed ; to come forth by the gift and power of God
unto the interpretation thereof ; sealed by the hand of
Morini and hid up unto the Lord to come forth in due
time by the way of Gentiles, the interpretation thereof
* by the gift of God; an abridgement taken from the
Book of Ethen. Also which is a record of the people of
Jared which were scattered at the time, the Lord con-
founded the language of the people when they were
building a tower to get to Heaven ; which is to show
anto the remnant of the House of Isreal how great things
the Lord hath done for their fathers, and that they may
know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast
off forever ; and also to the convincing of the Jew, and
Gentile that Jesus is the Christ the Eternal God, mani-
festing Himself unto all nations. And now if there be
fault, it be the mistake of man ; wherefore condemn not
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the things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the
Judgment seat of Christ.
: By Josepr Swmrra, Juniog,
Author and Proprietor.
Parmygra.
Printed by E. D. Granpix,
For the Author.
1830.”

Camp Douglas is situated on a hill overlooking the
city. It is occupied by several regiments of Federal
troops, under command of United States officers. While
the troops are a nominal safeguard to the Gentiles of
Salt Lake Valley, they would be quite inadequate in
number to protect them in case of a conflict between the
Mormons and Gentiles.

The Rev. Joseph Cook predicts a civil war in Utah
within a few years; in fact, at almost any time, as a
natural sequence to the events now transpiring among
the Saints. He affirns that every male Mormon is
trained and ready for the conflict. He also asserts that
Mormonism without polygamy is so dread an evil, that it
should be exterminated at any cost. Every Mormon he
considers a sworn enemy to the Federal Government,
and that Mormonism is a political as well as spiritual
hierarchy, and without immediate and stringent meas-
ures are used, in a few years the Mormon leaders will
rule every State west of the Mississippi.
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95 ; description of it and of the lead-
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117; the temple burnt in 1848, 121.
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Patterson, R., of the Presdyterian Ban-
ner, an extract from a letter written
to him by Mr. Rudolph, the father
of Mrs. General Garficld, 252,
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S8mith in Nauvoo, 140; Brigham
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“revelation*' about *celestial mar-
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trunk,” containing sermons, essays,
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comes one of the * Twelve Apostles,’
114 ; elected * First President,” and
invested with the *Keys,” 115 ; con-
fiict with the State authorities and
repeal of the charter of Nauvoo in
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