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of your manuscript sent me, and it need not be repeated in
this letter. . . . . I remained at the door only for a
moment, long enough to hear the startled Mormon saint in
. his fright cry out to his Maker in supplication for mercy and
promise of obedience ; when, taking to my heels, no young
scapegrace ever did ¢aller running, in proportion to loco-
motive capacity, than I did that dark night. I was stopping
for a few days as a guest with my relative, Mr. Hill, in the
vicinity, and gained access to my room about eleven o’clock
without discovery. . . . . Pale and haggard in appear-
ance, from lack of sleep or perhaps from repentance for his
former disobedience, Stoddard was early the next morning
in the fulfilment of the “command?” among his neighbors,
relating in the most earnest manner the marvellous partic-
ulars of the miracle of which he was the *chosen ” subject.
Hé repeated the words of the “celestial messenger” as ad-
dressed to him, with entire accuracy, and said they were
comhunicated amid the roaring thunders of heaven and the
musical sounds of angels’ wings. For aught I have ever
- heard since, he held out to the end faithfal to his ministerial
calling in the Mormon cause. Sincerely regretting my mis-
chievous experiment—for I really began to feel conscientious
qualms about it—I sought to relieve my fanatic friend of
his delusion, by the suggestion that probably some unprin-
cipled person had imposed upon him, advising him to give
no heed to the trick ; but I found that no such theory could
be made available for my well-intended purpose, for he had
“gpiritual” evidences on the subject that were above any
human testimony! . . . . Poor Stoddard has gone to
his final account. Peace to his ashes! If that thoughtless

I e
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- act of my boyhood, thirty-eight years ago, caused him one
hour’s unhappiness, or contributed in any degree to a single
* conversion to Mormonism, may He who “tempers the wind
to the shorn lamb ” look upon my offence not in anger, but
in mercy, for I know that I did not intend to do a pre-
meditated wroné to any cne.
Truly yours,
STEPHEN 8. HARDING.

STATEMENT OF THE LATE REV. JESSE TOWNSEND.

For the following sketch of the origin of the Mormon
imposture, and of its leader ¢ Joe Smith ” and his early asso-
ciates and dupes, the author of this work is indebted to the
kindness of Mrs. PERRINE, daughter of the writer, the late
Rev. Jesse TowNsEND. It is the original manuscript of a
letter written at its date, by Mr. Townsend, in answgr to
inquiries for information addressed to him by Mr. Phineas
Stiles, of Wendell, Franklin County, Massachusetts, in No-
vember, 1833, who set forth that two men from Ohioc were
actively engaged in his town and vicinity, and with an
alarming degree of success, in efforts to disseminate among
the people and in the churches, “a new revelation and a
new religion, which they call the Mormon religion,” and that
they ‘“pretend to be inspired and empowered by God to
teach” the same, This statement of Mr. Townsend, made
soon after the Mormon advent, now first published, may be
regarded as a further important authentication of the fore-
going pioneer history of the sect of people now become
so prosperous and powerful in Utah Territory.
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Parurra, Warnz County, N. Y., December 24, 1888.
MR. PHINEAS STILES :

Dear Bm,—Your letter of 29th ultimo, requesting infor-
mation concerning the class of people called Mormonites,
has been received, and the following is a sketch of their
history :

This new sect was commenced by Joseph Smith, Jr., in
the vicinity of this village some four years ago, and the
statement I give you is the #ruth, incredible as it may
appear to you, and shows the folly and weakness of the
people who have listened to and heeded the impositions
and falsehoods propagated by Smith and his associates in
iniquity.

I begin with the leader, “Joe,” as he is and always has
been called here. For the ten years I have known any thing
of him, he has been a person of questionable character, of
intemperate habits, and latterly a noted money-digger. He
lived in a sequestered neighborhood, where, with his dupes,
his impostures and low cunning gave him a reputation for
Dbeing “smart.” He has had a stone, into which, when
placed in a hat, he pretended to look and see chests of
money buried in the earth. He was also a fortune-teller,
" and he claimed to know where stolen goods went—probably
too well.

Smith flattered a few of his peculiar fraternity to engage
with him in digging for money. After a while, many of
these got out of patience with his false pretensions and re-
peated failures; and, finally, to avoid the sneers of those
who had been deceived by him, he pretended that he had
found, in digging alone, 8 wonderful curiosity, which he

.
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kept closely secreted. After telling different stories about
it, and applying to it different names, he at length called it
the golden plates of the Book of Mormon. As he was ques-
tioned on the subject from time to time, his story assumed a
more uniform statement, the term finally given to the mar-
vellous treasure being the “ Golden Bible.”

In the mean time, Joe visited a visionary fanatic by the
name of Martin Harris, and told him he had received some
golden plates of ancient records from the Lord, with a
“revelation” to call on him for fifty dollars to enable him
to go to Pennsylvania and translate the contents of the
plates; at the same time telling Harris that the Lord had
revealed to him that they (Smith and Harris) were the only
honest men in the world. This at once took with the dupe,.
who had specially prided himself on his honesty; and the
wily deceiver understood this fact ; he knew this was the as-
sailable point in his victim’s visionary mind. The delicious
bait was greedily swallowed ; and the fifty dollars was soon
put into the hands of Smith, who cleared for Pennsylvania
or elsewhere.

At that time Martin Harris was worth five or six thou-
sand dollars, while the Smiths were not worth a cent. The
latter used Martin’s money freely ; and some other men, hav-
ing a.great dislike to labor, joined Joe m his d.eceptions,
among whem was a sort of schoolmaster named Cowdery,
who assisted him in writing or transcribing the “ Book of
Mormon,” as a pretended translation of the golden plates
which he affirmed he had been directed by the Spirit of the
Lord to dig from the earth. This was all done in the most
secret manner. At the same time it was assumed to the un-

13
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initiated that it would be *“immediate death” for any except
the translators to see the plates. Poor Martin’s faith was
apparently strengthened by this pretension, but afterward
‘the “command » was modified, and he claimed to have seen
the plates with “ spiritual eyes.” *

This Harris, who is or has been second in authority among
the Mormonites, was an industrious farmer, living near this
village, who had been unfortunate in the choice of a wife, or
she had been in that of a husband. Like his leader, he gives
to their preachers the power to preach and put their prose-
lytes under water by authority of the new “revelation.” He
has whipped his wife and beaten her so cruelly and frequently,
that she was obliged to seek refuge in separation. . . . .
He is considered here, to this day, a brute in his domestic
relations, a fool and dupe to Smith in religion, and an un-
learned, conceited hypocrite, generally. He paid for print-
ing the Book of Mormon, which exhausted all his money
and most of his property. Since he went to Ohio he has
attempted to get another wife, though it is believed he was
frustrated in this design by the discovery of his having a
living wife here.

All the Morfhonites have left this part of our State, and
80 palpable is their imposture that nothing is here said or .
thought of the subject, except when inquiries from abroad
are occasionally made concerning them, I know of no one
now living in this section of country that ever gave them
credence, Joe Smith dare not come to Palmyra, from'fear

* Mr. Townsend, at the date of his letter, had not learned of
the connection of Rigdon and the Spaulding manuscript with this
matter. i ’
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of his creditors; for he ran away to avoid their just de-
mands.

You, sir, may think we treat this matter lightly; but I
give you a correct statement. You have asked for the facts,
and I give them. 'We consider the founders and propagators
of the Mormon “ religion” simply as base impostors, whose
sectarian assertions are false and absurd.

Respectfully yours, etc.,
JESSE TOWNSEND.

WAR ROMANCE OF MORMONISM.

Accorping to the Mormon fable—alias the Spaulding
romance or Joe Smith revelation—the people inhabiting our
American continént in its wilderness state were very warlike
tribes, especially the Nephites and Lamanites, (see chapter
viii.) A melancholy history of their military and spiritual
dealings is presented in the following brief collection from
different books of the “ Book of Mormon,” which will repay
perusal by the admirer of the marvellous, whether he accept
the narrative in the light of fiction or fact:

EXTRACTS FROM THE BOOK OF MORMON.

“ And now it came to pass that I, Enos, went about
among the people of Nephi, prophesying of things to come,
and testifying of the things which I had heard and seen.
And T bare record that the people of Nephi did seek dili-
gently to restore the Lamanites unto the true faith in God.
But our labors were vain ; their hatred was fixed, and they
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were led by their evil nature, that they became wild and
ferocious, and a bloodthirsty people; full of idolatry and
filthiness ; feeding upon beasts of prey, dwelling in tents,
and wandering about in the wilderness, with a short skin
girded about their loins, and their heads shaven ; and their
ekill was in the bow, and the cimeter, and the axe. And
many of them did eat nothing save it was raw meat; and
they were continually seeking to destroy us.

¢ And it came to pass that the people of Nephi did till
the land, and raise all manner of grain, and of fruit, and
flocks of herds, and flocks of all manner of cattle, of every
kind, and goats, and wild goats, and also much horses.
And there were exceeding many prophets among us. And
the people were a stiffnecked people, hard to understand.
And I saw wars between the Nephites and the Lamanites in
the course of my days. And it came to pass that I began
to be old, axd an hundred and seventy-and-nine years had
passed away from the time that our father Lehi left Jeru-
salem. And as I saw that I must soon go down to my
grave, having been wrought upon by the power of God, that
I must preach and prophesy unto this people, and declare
the word according to the truth which is in Christ.”—Book
of Enos.
% And now, behold, two hundred years had passed away,
and the people of Nephi had waxed strong in the land.
They observed to keep the law of Moses and the Sabbath-
day holy unto the Lord. And they profaned not; neither
did they blaspheme. And the laws of the land were exceed-
ing strict. And they were scattered upon much of the face
of the land, and the Lamanites also. And they were ex-
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ceeding more numerous than were they of the Nephites;
and they loved murder, and would drink the blood of
beasts.
¢ And it came to pass that they came many times against
us, the Nephites, to battle. But our kings and our leaders
were mighfy men in the faith of the Lord ; and they taught
the people the ways of the Lord; wherefore, we withstood
the Lamanites, and swept them away out of our lands, and
began to fortify our cities, or whatsoever place of our inher-
itance. And we multiplied exceedingly and spread upon
the face of the land, and became exceeding rich in gold,
and in silver, and in precious things, and in fine workman-
ship of wood, in buildings, and in machinery, and also in
iron, and copper, and brass, and steel, making all manner
of tools of every kind to till the ground, and weapons of
war ; yea, the sharp-pointed arrow, and the quiver, and the
" dart, and the javelin, and all preparations for war; and thus
being prepared to meet the Lamanites, they did not prosper
against us,”—Book of Jarom.
“T, Zeniff, having been taught in all the language of the
" Nephites, and having had a knowledge of the land of Nephi,
or of the land of our fathers’ first inheritance, and I having
been sent as & spy among the Lamanites, that I might spy
out their forces, that our army might comeé upon them and
destroy them ; but when I saw that which was good among
them, I was desirous that they should not be destroyed;
therefore I contended with my brethren in the wilderness:
for I would that our ruler should make a treaty with them.
But he, being an austere and a bloodthirsty man, commanded
that I should be slain ; but I was rescued by the shedding
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of much blood, for father fought against father, and brother
against brother, until the greatest number of our army was
destroyed in the wilderness; and we returned, those of us
that were spared, to the land of Zarahemls, to relate that
tale to their wives and their children. And yet, I being
over-zealous to inherit the land of our fathers, collected as
many as were desirous to go up to possess the land, and
started again on our journey into the wilderness to go up to -
the land ; but we were smitten with famine and sore afflic-
tions : for we were slow to remember the Lord our God. . ..
“ And it came to pass that I did arm them with bows,
and with arrows, with swords, and with cimeters, and with
clubs, and with slings, and with all manner of weapons
which we could invent, and I and my people did go forth
against the Lamanites to battle ; yea, in the strength of the
Lord did we go forth to battle against the Lamanites : for I
_and my people did cry mightily to the Lord that he would
deliver us out of the hands of our enemies, for we were
awakened to a remembrance of the deliverance of our
fathers. And God did hear our cries, and did amswer our
prayers; and we did go forth in his might. Yea, we did go
forth against the Lamanites ; and in one day and a night we
did slay three thousand -and forty-three; we did slay them,
even until we had driven them out of our land. And I,
myself, with mine own hands, did help to bury their dead.
And behold, to our great sorrow and lamentation, two “hun-
dred and seventy-nine of our brethren were slain.”—Book of
Mosiah. ' ' :
% And it came to pass that the Lamanites made prepara-
tions for war, and came up to the land of Nephi for the pur-
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pose of destroying the king and to place another in his stead,
and also of destroying the people of anti-Nephi-Lehi out of
the land. And it came to pass that when the people saw
that they were coming against them, they went out to meet
them, and prostrated themselves before them to the earth,
and began to call on the name of the Lord ; and thus they
were in this attitude when the Lamanites began to fall upon
them, and began to slay them with the sword ;.and thus,
without meeting any resistance, they did slay a thousand
and five of them; and we know that they are blessed, for
they have gone to dwell with their God. Now when the
Lamanites saw that their brethren would not flee from the
sword, neither would they turn aside to the right hand or
to the left, but that they would lay down and perish, and
praised God even in the very act of perishing under the
sword ; now when the Lamanites saw this, they did forbear
from slaying them ; and there were many whose hearts had
swollen in them for those of their brethren who had fallen
under the sword, for they repented of the things which they
had done. .

“ And now it came to pass that after the people of Am-
mon were established in the land ofv Jershon, and a Church
also established in the land of Jershon; and the armies of
the Nephites were set round about the land of Jershon ; yea,
in all the borders round about the land of Zarahemla ; be-
hold, the armies of the Lamanites had followed thejir brethren
into the wilderness. And thus a tremendous battle: yea,
even such an one as never had been known among all the
people in the land from the time that Lehi left Jerusalem ;
yea, and tens of thqusands of the Lamanites were slain and
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scattered abroad. Yea, and also there was a tremendous
slaughter among the people of Nephi; nevertheless, the
Lamanites were driven and scattered, and the people of Ne-
phi returned again to their land. .

“ And it came to pass that the Lamanites came up on the
north of the hill where a part of the army of Moroni was
concealed. And as the Lamanites had passed the hill Rep-
. lah, and came into the valley, and began to cross the river
Sidon, the army which was concealed on the south of the
hill, which was led by a man whose name was Lehi; and he
led his army forth and encircled the Lamanites about on the
east, in their rear.

% And it came to pass that the Lamanites, when they saw
the Nephites coming upon them in their rear, turned them
about, and began to contend with the army of Lehi; and
the work of death commenced on both sides; but it was
more dreadful on the part of the Lamanites; for their
nakedness was exposed to the heavy blows of the Nephites
with their swords and their cimeters, which brought death
almost at every stroke ; while on the other hand there was
now and then a man fell among the Nephites by their
swords and the loss of blood; they being shielded at
the more vital parts of the body, or the more vital parts of
the body being shielded from the strokes of the Lamanites
by their breastplates, and their arm-shields, and their head-
plates; and thus the Nephites did carry on the work of
death among the Lamanites.”—Book of Alma.

“ And there was a great famine upon the land, among all
the people of Nephi. And thus, in the seventy-and-fourth
year, the famine did continue, and the work of destruction
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did cease by the sword, but became sore by famine. And
this work of destruction did also continue in the seventy-
and-fifth year. For the earth was smitten, that it was dry,
and did not yield forth grain in the season of grain; and
the whole earth was smitten, even among the Lamanites as
well as among the Nephites, so that they were smitten that
they did perish by thousands in the more wicked parts of
the land.”—Book of Helaman.

“ And now I finish my record concerning the destruction
of my people, the Nephites. And it came to pass that we
did march forth before the Lamanites. And I, Mormon,
wrote an epistle unto the king of the Lamanites, and de-

~ sired of him that he would grant unto us that we might
gather together our people unto the land of Camorah, by a
hill which was called Camorah, and there we would give
them battle.

‘« And it came to pass that my people, with their wives
and their children, did now behold the armies of the Laman-
ites marching toward them ; and with that awful fear of
death which fills the breasts of all the wicked, did they
await to receive them. And it came to pass that they came

. to battle against us, and every soul was filled with terror be-
cause of the greatness of their numbers. And it came to
pass that they did fall upon my people with the sword, and
with the bow, and with the arrow, and with the axe, and
with all manner of weapons of war. And it came to pass
that my men were hewn down, yea, even my ten thousand
which were with me, and I fell wounded in the midst; and
they passed by me that they did not put an end to my life.
And when they had gone through and hewn down all my

13* .
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people save it were twenty-and-four of us (among whom
was my son Moroni), and we having survived the dead of
our people, did behold on the morrow, when the Lamanites
had returned unto their camps, from the top of the hill Ca-
morah, the ten thousand of my people which were hewn
down, being led in the front by me; and we also beheld the
ten thousand of my people which were led by my son Mo-
roni. And behold, the ten thousand of Gidgiddonah had
‘fallen, and he also in the midst ; and Lamah had fallen with’
his ten thousand ; and Gilgal had fallen with his ten thou-
sand ; and Limhah had fallen with his ten thousand ; and
Joneam had fallen with his ten thousand ; and Camenihah,
and Moronihah, and Antionum, and Shiblom, and Shem, and
Josh,.-had fallen with their ten thousand each.”—Book of
Mormon. L -,

“ Now there began to be a war upon all the face of the
land, every man with his band, fighting for that which he
desired. And there were robbers, and, iu fine, all manner of
wickedness upon all the face of the land. And it came to
pass that Coriantumr was exceeding angry with Shared, and
he went against him with his armies to battle ;. and they did
meet in great anger; and they did meet in the valley of Gil-
gal ; and the battle became-exceeding sore. And it came to
pass that Shared fought against him for the space of three
days. And it came to pass that Coriantumr beat him, and
did pursue him until he came to the plains of Heshlon. And
it came to pass that Shared gave him battle again upon the
plains ; and behold, he did beat Coriantumr, and drove him
back again to the valley of Gilgal. And Coriantumr gave

. Shared battle again in the valley of Gilgal, in the which he
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beat Shared, and slew him. And Shared wounded Corian-
tumr in his thigh, that he did not go to battle again for the
space of two years, in the which time all the people upon all
the face of the land were shedding blood, and there was none
to constrain them. . . . .

“ And the battle became exceeding sore, and many thou-
sands fell by the sword. And it came to pass that Corian-
tumr did lay siege to the wilderness, and the brother of
Shared did march forth out of the wilderness by night, and’
slew a part of the army of Coriantumr, as they were drunken.
And he came forth to the land of Moron, and placed himself
upon the throne of Coriantumr. Amnd it came to pass that
Coriantumr dwelt with his army in the wilderness for the
space of two years, in the which he did receive great strength
to his army. And it came to pass that one of the secret com-
binations murdered him in a secret pass, and obtained unto
himself the kingdom ; and his name was Lib; and Lib was
a man of great stature, more than any other man among all
the people. . . . .

“Now the name of the brother of Lib was called Shiz.
And Shiz pursued after Coriantumr, and he did overthrow
many eities, and he did slay both women and children, and

. he did burn the cities thereof; and there went a fear of Shiz
throughout all the land; yes, a8 cry went forth throughout
the land : Who can stand before the army of Shiz? Behold,
he sweepeth the earth before ®im! . . . . )

" ¢ And so great and lasting had been the war, and so long
had been the scene of bloodshed and carnage, that the whole
face of the land was covered with the bodies of the dead;
and s0 swift and speedy was the war that there was none
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left to bury the dead; but they did march forth from the
shedding of blood to the shedding of blood, leaving the
bodies of hm, women, and children, strewn upon the face
of the land, to become a prey to the worms of the flesh;
and the scent thereof went forth upon the face of the land,
even upon all the face of the land ; wherefore the people be-
came troubled by day and by night, because of the scent
thereof ; nevertheless, S8hiz did not cease to pursue Corian-
tumr, for he had sworn to avenge himself upon Coriantumr
of the blood of his brother which had been slain, and the
word of the Lord which came to Ether, that Coriantumr
should not fall by the sword. And thus we see that the
Lord did visit them in the fulness of his wrath, and their
wickedness and abominations had prepared a way for their
everlasting destruction.”—Book of Ether.

INSTITUTIONS OF THE MORMON METROPOLIS.
Now Tabernacls C’ompktad—-ﬂw great Unfinished Tcmplo—l’otmy‘c
Theory of Ohrist's Second Coming, ete

A xEw Tabernacle, commenced by thé Latter-Day Saints
in 1862, has just been completed and dedicated to the Mor-
mon service at Salt Lake City. It is a large adobe edifice,
plain in its architecture, and computed to be ample for the
accommodation of eight thousand Mormons. This structure
supplies the place of the old=Tabernacle (or Endowment-
House), and the Bowery. It stands inside the walls enclos-
ing the immense area called “ Temple Block.”

The adobes used in this building, with suitable founda-
tion and coping, are found on trial to be substantial and
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" durable in a climate like that of Utah. They are made of &
peculiar kind of blue clay abounding in the Territory, simi- -
lar in shape to ¢ommon brick, though larger, being sun-
. dried instead of kiln-burnt. The theatre, penitentiary, and

most of the buildings of the city, are constructed of these

adobes.

The great unfinished “ Temple of the Lord” is a mag-

nificent project ; but beyond the erection of its massive foun-
" dation walls it is little more than a project. So far as pro-
" gressed, the building is composed of huge blocks of granite,
hewn from the quarry at Cottonwood Cafion, and hauled by
ox-teams a distance of eighteen miles. An eye-witness writes:
¢ One of these blocks generally makes a load for ten or twelve
oxen, and three days are spent in delivering each load. Con-
template for a moment the character and amount of labor
performed —the innumerable tons of wrought granite re-
quired —and ask yourself, at what age of the world has like
obedience to ‘spiritual authority’ been yielded without com-
pensation since the building of the pyramids of Cheops and
Ghizeh ? For, it is to be remembered that all this work is
done in commutation of tithes. And then calculate, if you
can, the probabilities in regard to the period of the future
when the monster temple, to contain eighteen thousand Mor-
mon saints, is to receive its finishing stone |

_ The theory inculcated by Young, and disseminated by
his apostles and priesthood, and probahly believed by their
deluded followers, is, that he is to experience great mortal
longevity ; that Christ, at his second coming, is to be his
ultimate successor; and that this event will occur when the
“ gaints ”” shall have finished the building of a temple suit--
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able for the Saviour’s reception, and not before. His lan- -

guage, as uttered from the pulpit, and literally reported, is:
“ When the temple is completed—that very day—yes, that
very hour—Christ, with his holy angels, and the prophets
and apostles, and Joseph and Hyrum (meaning the Smiths),
and all the saints who have died in the faith, and all who
have obeyed revealed authority, will come to set up His
kingdom on earth.”

Of course the arch-impostor is sharp enough to prolong '

his power and aggrandizement by delaying the completion
of the temple for many years to come ; and, in .truth, at the
rate of progress that has been made already, it would take a
_century if not centuries to finish that sacred receptacle. This
"artifice essentially aids in the maintenance of a prestige and
dominion among his believers equal to any reqmrement in
his own behalf.
The problem to be solved by time and evenl:s, is an inter-
esting one for the followers of truth: When the present auto-

crat of Mormondom shall come to obey the inexorable fiat '

addressed to all living, as sooner or later he must, “ Dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return,” can a mortal successor
be found who will be able to hold up the rod of power now
wielded over fanaticism with a& degree of success that as-
tonishes the civilized world ¢






