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ple of a plurality of wives ; Abraham practised it and bequeathed it
to his children as a principle which they were to practise. Under
such a system it was a comparatively easy matter for men to have a
hundredfold of wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters
and everything else in proportion ; and in no other way could the
Eromises of Jesus be realized by his followers, than in the way God

as provided, and which he has revealed to his Church and people
in these latter-days. :

I have felt led to dwell on these few l¥>assaages from the sayin%s
of Jesus, to show you that there is abundance of scriptural proofs
in favor of this principle and the position this Church has assumed,
-~ in addition to those previously referred to. :

It is a blessed thing to know that, in this as in every other doc-
trine and principle taught by usas a Church, we are sustained by
the revelations Eod gave to gis people anciently. One of the strong-
est supports the Elders of this Church have had in their labors
among the nations was the knowledge that the Bible and New Tes-
tament sustained every principle they advanced to the people.
When they preached faith, re ntance,{aptism for the remission of
sins, the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
the gathering of the people from the nations, the re-building of Jer-
usalem, the second coming of Christ, and every other principle
ever touched upon by them, it was gratifying to know that they were
sustained by the scriptures, and that they could turn to chapter and
verse among the sayings of Jesus and his Apostles, or among those
of the ancient prophets, in confirmation of every doctrine they ever
attempted to bring to the attention of those to whom they ministered.
There is nothing with which the Latter-day Saints can, with more
confidence, refer to the scriptures for confirmation and support, than
the doctrine of plural marriage, which at the present time, among
one of the most wicked, adulterous and corrupt generations the
world has ever seen, is so much hated, and for which mankind gen-
g:qllgsr, are so anxious to cast out and persecute the Latter-day

ints.

If we look abroad and peruse the records of everyday life
throughout the whole of Christendom, we find that crimes of every
hue, and of the most appalling and revolting character are con-
stantly committed, exciting neither surprise nor comment. Murder,
robbery, adultery, seduction and every species of villany known in
the voluminous catalogue of crime, in modern times, are regarded
as mere matters of ordinary occurrence, and yet there is a hue and
cry raised, almost as wide as Christendom, for the persecution, by
fine, imprisonment, proscription, outlawry or extermination, of the
people of Utah because, knowing that God, the Eternal Father, has
spoken in these days and revealed his mind and will to_them, they
dare to carry out his behests. For years they have meekly submit-
ted to this persecution and contumely, but they appeal now, as ever,
to all rational, reflecting men, and Invite comparison between the
state of society here and in any portion of this or any other country,
knowing that the verdict will be ucanimous and overwhelming in
their favor. In every civilized country on the face of the earth the
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seducer plies his arts to envelop his victim. within his meshes, in
order to accomplish her ruin most completely ; and it is well known
that men holding positions of trust and responsibility, looked npon
as honorable and highly respectable members ot society, violate
their marriage vows by carrying on their secret amours and sup-
porting mistresses ; yet against the pe:lple of Utah where such things
are totally unknown, there isa continual and senseless outery because
they practise the heaven-revealed system of a plurality of wives.
It is a most astonishing thing, and no greater evidence could be
given that Satan reigns in the hearts of the children of men, and
that he is determined, if possible, to destroy the work of God from
the face of the earth. ' :

The Bible, the only work accepted by the nations of Christen- -
dom, as a divine revelation, sustains this doctrine, from beginning
to end. The only revelation on record that can be quoted against it
came through the Pro(fhet Joseph Smith, and is contained in the
Book of Mormon ; and strange to say, here in Salt Lake City, a day
or two since, one of the leading men of the nation, in his eager
desire and determination to cast discredit on this doctrine, unable
to do so by reference to the Bible, which he no doubt, in common
with all Christians, acknowledges as divine, was compelled to
have recourse to the Book of Mormon, a work which on an
other point he wonld most unquestionably have scouted and ridi-
culed, as an emanation from the brain of an imposter. What con-
gistency ! A strange revolutiou this, that men should have recourse
to our own works, whose anthenticity they most emphatically deny,
to prove us in the wrong. Yet this attempt, whenever made, can-
not be sustained, for Brother Pratt clearly showed to you, in his
remarks the other day, that instead of the Book of Mormon being
opposed to this principle, it contains an express provision for. the
revelation of the principle to us as a people at some future time—
namely, that when the Lord should desire to raise ap unto himself
a righteous seed, he would command his people to that effect;
plainly setting forth that a time would come when he would com-
mand his people to do so.

It is necessary that this principle should be practised under the
auspicies and control of the priesthood. God has placed that priest-
hood in the Church to govern and control all the affairs thereof, and
this is a principle which, if not practised in the greatest holiness
and purity, might lead men into great sin, therefore the priesthood
is the more necessary to guide and control men in the practice of
this principle. There might be circumstances and situations in
which it would not be wisdom in the mind of God for his people to
practise this principle, but so long as a people are guided by the
priesthood and revelations of God there is no danger of evil arising
therefrom. If we, as a people, had attempted to practise this prin-
ciple without revelation, it is likely that we should have been led
into grievous sins and the condemnation of God would have rested
upon us; but the Church waited until the proper time came, and

en the people practised it according to the mind and will of God,
making a sacrifice of their own feelings in 8o doing. But the history
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" of the world goes to prove that the practice of this principle even
by nations ignorant of the gospel, has resulted in greater good to
them than the practice of monogamy or the one-wife system in the
so-called Christian nations. To-day Christendom holds itself and
its institutions aloft as a pattern for all men to follow. If you trav-
el throughout the United States and through the nations of Europe
in which Christianity prevails, and talk with the people about their
institutions, they will boast of them as being the most permanent,
indestructible and progressive of any institutions existing upon the
earth ; yet it isa fact well known to historians, that the Christian
nations of Europe are the youngest nations on the globe. Where are
the nations which have existed from time immemorial? They are
not to be found in Christian monogamic Europe, but in Asia, among
the polygamic races—China, Japan, Hindostan and the various races
of that vast continent. Those nations, from the most remote times,
practised plural marriage handed down to them by their forefathers.
Although they are looked upon by the nations of Europe as semi-
civilized, you will not find among them women prostituted, debased
and degraded as she is through Christendom. She may be treated
coldly, and degraded, but among them, except where the Christian
element to a large extent ‘frevails, she is not debased and polluted as
she is among the so-called Christian nations. It is a fact worthy of
note that the shortest lived nations of which we have record have
been monogamic. Rome, with her arts, sciences, and warlike in-
stincts, was once the mistress of the world ; but her glory faded.
She was a monogamic nation,and the numerous evils attending that
gystem early laid the foundation for that ruin which eventually
overtook her. The strongest sayings of Jesus, recorded in the New
Testament, were leveled against the dreadful corruptions practised
in Rome and wherever the Romans held sway. The leaven of their
institutions had worked its way into the Jewish nation, Jewry or
Palestine being then a Roman province, and governed by Roman
officers, who brought with them their wicked institutions, and Jesus
denounced the practices which prevailed there.

A few years before the birth of the Savior, Julius Casar was
First Consul at Rome; he aimed at and obtained imperial power.
He had four wives during his life and committed numerous adul-
teries. His first wife he married early ; but becoming ambitious,
the alliance did not suit him, and, as the Roman law did not permit
him to retain her and marry another, he put her away. He then
married the daughter of a consul, thinking to advance his interests
thereby. Shedied,and a third wasmarried. The third was divorced,
and he married a fourth, with whom he was living at the time he
was murdered. His grand-nephew, the Emperor Augustus Cesar,
reigned at the time of the birth of Christ. He is alluded to in hié
tory as one of the greatest of the Ceesars; he also had four wives.
He divorced one after another, except the last, who out-lived him.

- These men were not singular in this practice ; it was common 10
Rome; the Romans did not believe in plurality of wives, butin
vorcing them ; in taking wives for convenience and putting them
away when they got tired of them. In our country divoroes aie io-
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creaging, yet Roman-like, men expect purity and chastity from their
wives they do not practise themselves. You recollect, doubtleas,
the famous answer of Csesar when his wife was acoused of an in-
trigue with an infamous man. Some one asked Casar why he had
put away his wife. Said he, ¢ The wife of Osesar must not only be
incorrupt but unsuspected.” He could not bear to have the virtue
of his wife even suspected, yet his own life was infamous in the ex-
treme. He was a seducer, adulterer, and is reported to have prac-
tised even a worse crime, yet he expected his wife to possess a vir-
tue which, in his highest and holiest moments, was utterly beyond
his oonception in his own life.

This leaven was spreading itself over every country where the
Roman Empire had jurisdiction. It had reached Palestine in the
days of the Savior, hence by understanding the practices prevalent
in those times amongst that people, you will be better able to appre-
ciate the strong langunage used by Jesus against putting away, or
divorcing wives. Rome continued to practise corruption until she
fell beneath the weight of it,and was overwhelmed, not by another
monogamic race, but by the vigorous polygamic hordes from the
north, who swept away Roman imperialism, establishing in the

lace thereof institutions of their own. But they speedily fell into
ﬁle same habit of having one wife and multitudes of courtesans,
and soon, like Rowe, fell beneath their own corruptions.

When courtesans were tanght every accomplishment and hon-
ored with the society of the leading men of the nation, and wives
were deprived of these privileges, isit any wonder that Rome should
fall¢ or that the more pure, or barbarious nations, as they were
called, overwhelmed and destroyed her %

I have had it quoted to me many times that no great nations
ever practised plural marriage. They who make such an assertion
are utterly i%norant of history. What nations have left the deepest
impress on the history of our race? Those which have practised
plurality of marriage. They have prevented the dreadful crime of
prostitution ;)({ allowing men to have more wives than one. I know
we are dazzled by the glory of Christendom ; we are dazzled with
the glory of our own age. Like every generation that has preceded
it, the present generation thinks it is the wisest and best, and nearer
to God than any which has preceded it. This is natural; it is a
weakness of human nature. This is the case with nations as well
as generations. China, to-day, calls all western natioas ¢‘outside
barbarians.” Japan, Hindostan and all other polygamic nations
do the same, and 1n very many respects they have as much right to
say that of monogamic nations, as the latter have to say it of them.

I heard a traveler remark a few days ago, while in conversa-
tion with him, ¢“I have traveled through Asia Minor and Turkey
and I have blushed many times when ocontrasting the practices and
institutions of those people with those of my own country,’”’ the
United States. He is a gentleman with whom I had a discussion
some years ago on the principle of plural marriage. He has trav-
eled a good deal sinoce then, and he remarked to me: ‘¢ Travel en-
larges a man’s head and his heart. I have learned a great many
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things since we had a discussion together, and I have modified my
views and opinions very materially with regard to the excellence of
the institutions, habits and morals which prevail in Christendom.”
This gentleman told me that among those nations, which we call
semi-civilized, there are no drinking saloons, no brothels, nor drunk-
enness, and an entire absence of many other evils which exist in our
own nation. I think this testimony, coming from a man who, pre-
viously, had such strong prejudices, is very valuable. He is not
the only one who has borne this testimony, but all reliable travel-
ers who have lived in Oriental nations, vouch for the absence of
those monstrous evils which flourish in and fatten and fester apon
the vitals of all civilized or Christian nations.

Iun speaking of Utah and this peculiar Eractice amongst its peo-
?le it is frequently said, * Look at the Turks and other Oriental na-
ions and see how women are degraded and debased among them,
and deprived of many privileges which they enjoy among us!”
But if 1t be true that woman does not occup iler true position
among those nations, is this not more attributable to their rejection
of the gospel than to their practice of having a. plurality of wivest
‘Whatever her condition may be there, however, T do not therefore
accept, as a necesgary conclusion, that she must be degraded among
us. We have received the gospel of the Lord Jesus, the principles
of which elevate all who honor them, and will impart to our sisters
every blessing necessary to make them noble and good in the pres-
ence of God and man.

Look at the efforts which are being made to elevate the sex

_among the Latter-day Saints| See the privilegesthat are given them,
and listen to the teachings imparted to them day by day, week by
week, and year by year, to encourage them to press forward in the
march of improvement! The elevation of the sex must follow as a
result of these instructions. The practice in the world is to select
a few of the sex and to elevate them. ~There is no country in the
world, probably, where women are idolized to the extent they arein
the United States. But is the entire sex in the United States thus
lonored and respected? No; itis not. Any person who will trav-
el, and observe while he is traveling, will find that thousands of
women are degraded and treated as something very vile, and are
terribly debased in consequence of the practices of men towards
them. But the gospel of Jesus, and the revelations which God has
given unto us concerning Patriarchal Marriage have a tendency to
elevate the entire sex, and give all the privilege of being honored
matrons and respected wives. There are no refuse among us—no
class to be cast out, scorned and condemned ; but every woman who
chooses can be an honored wife and move in society in the en,]Og-
ment of every right which woman should enjoy to make her the
equal of man as far as she can be his equal.

This is the result of the revelations of the gospel unto us, and
the effect of the preaching and practice of this principle in our
midst. I know,however, that there are those who shrink from this,
who feel their hearts rebel against the principle, because of the
equality it bestows on the sex. They would like to be the
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honored few—the aristocrats of society as it were, while their sisters
might perish on every hand around them. They would not, if they
could, extend their hands to save their sisters from a life of degra~
dation. This is wrong and a thing which God is displeased at.
He has revealed this principle and commanded his servanis to take
wives. What for? That they may obey his great command—a
command by which eternity is peopled, a command by which Abra-
ham’s seed shall become as the stars of heaven for multitude, and
as the sand on the sea shore that cannot be counted. He has given
to us this command, and shall we, the sterner sex, submit to all the
difficulties and trials entailed in carrying it out? Shall we submit to
all the afflictions and labor incident to this life to save our sisters,
while many 01;3011 who are of the same sex, whose hearts ought to
beat for their salvation as strongly as ours éo, will not help us§ I
leave you all to answer. There is day of reckoning coming when you
will be held accountable as well as we. Every woman in this church
should join heart and hand in this great work, which has for its
result, the redemption of the sexes, both male and female. No
woman should slacken her hand or withhold her influence, but
every one should seek by %rayer and faith unto God for the strength
and grace necessary to enable her to do so. ‘¢ But,” says one, ¢ is
not this a trial, and does it not inflict upon us unnecessary trials ¢ ?
There are afflictions and trials connected with this principle. It is
necessary there should be. Is there any law that God reveals un-
attended with a trial of some kind¢ Think of the time, you who
are adults, and were born in the nations, when you joined the
Church ! Think of the trials connected with your espousal of the
gospel. Did it not try you to go forth and be baptized? Did it not
try you, when called upon to gather, to leave your homes and near-
est and dearest friends, as many of you have done? Did it not try
you to do a great mangr things you have been required to do in the
gos;l)lel? Every law of the gospel has a trial connected with it, and
the higher the law the greater the trial; and as we ascend nearer
and nearer to the Lord our God we shall have greater trials to con-
tend with in purifying ourselves before him. He has helped us
this far. He has helped us to conquer our selfish feelings, and
when our sisters seek unto him he helps them to overcome their
feelings ; he gives them strength to overcome their selfishness and
jealousy. There is not a woman under the sound of my voice to-
day, but can bear witness of this if she has tried it. You, sisters,
whose husbands have taken other wives, can you not bear testimo-
ny that the principle has purified your hearts, made you less selfish,
brought you nearer to God and given you power you never had be-
fore? There are hundreds within the sound of my voice to-day,
both men and women, who can testify that this has been the effeot
that the practice of this principle has had npon them.

Iam speaking now of what are called the spiritnal benefits
arising from the righteous practice of this principle. I am sure that
through the practice of this principle, we shall have a purer com-
munity, a community more experienced, less selfish and with a
higher knowledge of human nature than any other on the face of
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the earth. It has already had this effect to a great extent, and its
effects in these directions will increase as the practice of the princi-
ple becomes more general. -

A lady visitor remarked to ine not long ago, in speaking upon
this subject: ‘¢ Were I a man, I should feel differently probably to
what I do; to your sex the institution cannot be so objectionable.”
This may be the case to some eéxtent, but the practice of this prindi-
ple is by no means without its trials for the males. The difficulties
and perplexities connected with the care of a numerous family, to
a man who has aréy ambition, are 80 great that nothing short of the
revelations of God or the command of Jesus Christ, would tempt
men to enter this order ; the mere increase of facilities to gratify
the lower passions of our natures would be noinducement to assume
such an increase of grave responsibilities. These desires have been
implanted in both male and female for a wise purpose, but their
immoderate and illegal gratification is a source of evil equal to that
system of repression prevalent in the world, to which thousands
must submit or criminate themselves.

Just think, in the single State of Massachusetts, at the last cen-
sus, there were 63,011 females more than males. Brother Pratt, in
his remarks on this subject, truly remarked that the law of Massa-
chusets makes thege 63,011 females either old maids or prostitutes,
for that law says they shall not marry a man who has a wife.
Think of this! And the same is true to a greater or less degree
throughout all the older States, for the females preponderate in

every one.

'}l,'hus far T have referred only to the necessity and benefit of
this principle being practised in a moral point of view. I have said
nothing about the physiological side of the question. This is one
of if not the strongest sources of argument in its favor ; but Ido
not propose to enter into that branch of the subject to any great ex-
tent on the present occasion. We are all, both men and women,
phgsiologists enough to know that the procreative powers of man
endure much longer than those of women. Granting, as some as-
sert, that an equal number of the sexes exist, what would this lead
to? Man must practice that which is vile and low or submit to a
gystem of repression ; because if he be married to a woman who is
ghysioally incapable, he must either do himself violence or what is

r worse, he must have recourse to the dreadful and damning prac-
tice of having illegal connection with women, or become altogether
like the beasts. Do you not see that if these things were intro-
duced among our society they would be pregnant with the worst
results? The greatest conceivable evils would result therefrom!
How dreadful are the consequences of this system of which Iam
now speaking, as witnessed at the present time throughout all the
nations of Christendom! You may see them on every hand. Yet
the attempt is being continually made to bring us to the same stan-
dard, and to compel us to share the same evils.

When the principle of plurality of wives was revealed I was
but a boy. When reflecting on the subject of the sealing power
which wad then being taught, the case of Jacob, who had four
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wives, occurred to me, and I immediately concluded that the time
would come when light connected with this practice would be re-
vealed to us as a people. I was therefore prepared for the princi-
fle when it was revealed, and I know it is true on the principle that

know that baptism, the laying on of hands, the gathering, and
everything connected with the gospel is true. If there were no
books in existence, if the revelation itself were blotted out, and
there was nothing written in its favor, extant among men, still I
could bear testimony for myself that I know this is a principle
which, if practised in purity and virtue, as it should be, will result
" in the exaltation and benefit of the human family; and that it will
exalt woman until she is redeemed from the effects of the Fall, and
from that carse pronounced upon her in the beginning. I believe
the correct practice of this principle will redeemu women from the
effects of that curse—namely, ¢ Thy desire shall be to thy husband,
and he shall rule over thee.” All the evils connected with jealousy
have their origin in this. It is natural for woman to cleave to man ;
it was pronounced uﬂon her in the beginning, seemingly as a pun-
ishment. Ibelieve the time will come when, by the practice of the
virtuous principles which‘God has revealed, woman will be eman-
cipated from that punishment and that feeling. Will she cease to
love man? No, it is not necessary for her to cease to love.

How is it among the nations of the eartht Why, woman, in
their yearning after the other sex and 1n their desire for maternity,
will do anything to gratify that instinct of their nature, and yield
to anything and be dishonored even rather than not gratify it ; and
in consequence of that which has been pronounced upon them, they
are not held accountable to the same extent that men are. Man is
strong, he is the head of woman, and God will hold him responsi-
ble for the use of the influence he exercises over the opposite sex.
Hence we are told by Brother Pratt that there are degrees of glory,
and that the faithful man may receive the power of God—the
greatest he has ever bestowed upon man—namely the power of
procreation. It is a god-like power, but how it is abused! How
men debase themselves and the other sex by its unlawful and im-
proper exercise | - We were told there is a glory to which alone that
power will be accorded in the life to come, 8till there will be mil-
lions of women saved in the kingdom of God, while men, through
the abuse of this precious gift, will not be counted worthy of such a
privilege. And this very punishment will, in the end, be woman’s
salvation, because she is not held accountable to the same degree .
that men are. -

This is a subject that we should all do well to reflect upon.
There are many points connected with the question physiologically,
that might be dwelt nupon with great advantage. }i Kave heard it
said, and seen it printed, that the children born here under this
system are not so smart as others; that their eyes lack lustre and
t[slyat they are dull in intellect ; and many strangers, especially la-
dies, when arriving here, are anxious to see the children, havin
read accounts which have led them to expect that most of the chil-
dren born here are deficient. But the testimony of Professor Park,
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the rinci?a.l of the University of Deseret, and of other leading
teachers of the young here, is that they never saw children with a
greater aptitude for the acquisition of knowledge than the children
raised in this Territory. There are no brighter children to be found
in the world than those born in this ‘Territory. Under the system
of Patriarchal Marriage, the offspring, besides being equally as
bright and brighter intellectually, are much more healthy and strong,
Need I go into particulars o prove this? To you who are married

there is no necessity of doing so; you know what I mean. You
all know that many women are sent to the grave prematurely
through the evil they have to endure from their husbands during
Bregnancy and lactation, and their children often sustain irremedia~

le injury.

Another good effect of the institution here is that you may
travel throughout our entire Territory, and virtue prevails. Our
young live virtuously until they marry. But how is it under the
monogamic system ¢ Temptations are numerous on every hand and

oung men falla prey to vice. An eminent medical professor in
ew York recently declared, while delivering a lecture to his class
in one of the colleges there, that if he wanted a mwan twenty-five
z)ears of age, free from a certain disease, he would not know where
find him, What a terrible statement to make! In this commu-
nitg no such thing exists. Our boys grow up in purity, honoring
and respecting virtue ; our girls do the same, and the great mass of
them are pure. There may be impurities. We are human, and it
would not be consistent with our knowledge of human nature to say
that we are entirely pure, but we are the most pure of any people
within the confines of the Republic. We have fewer unvirtuous
boys and girls in our midst than any other community within the
-range of my knowledge. Both sexes grow up in vigor, health and
purity.
: These, mr brethren and sisters, are some of the results which
I wanted to allude to in connection with this saubject. Much more
might be said. There is not a man or woman who has listened to me
to-day, but he and she have thoughts, reasons and arguments to
sustain this principle pa.ssin(f through their minds which I have not
touched upon, or, if tonched upon at all, in a very hasty manner.

Th%vques_tion arises, What is going to be done with this institu-
tion? i1l it be overcome ¢ The conclusion arrived at long ago is
that it is God and the people for it. God has revealed it, he must
~ sustain it, we can not ; we can not bear it off, he must. I know that
Napoleon said Providence was on the side of the heaviest artillery,
and many men think that God is on the side of the strongest party.
The Midianites probably thought so when Gideon fell upon them
with three hundred men. Sennacherib and the Assyrians thought
so when they came down in their might to blot out Israel. But God
is mighty; God will prevail; God will sustain that which he has
revealed, and he will uphold and strengthen his servants and bear
off his people. We need not be afflicted by a doubt; a shadow of
doubt need not cross our minds as to the result. We know that





