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Unquestionably the worker among Moslems will find that
his most effective sermons are preached to an audience of one
or two, or to a small group of men, accompanied by no formal-
ity. We must remember that one of the most impressive
addresses ever given by Christ was spoken in conversation
to the woman of Samaria by the well, and in many other in-
stances our Lord addressed small groups of men, revealing
to them the most fundamental of Christian truths. Can the
missionary to the Moslems have a better example than that of
their Lord, who was ready to give the choicest truth to a
small group, even to a single person? It is probably in this
way that the most alert leaders of Islam will be reached, and

- it is well worthy the careful consideration of all missiomaries .
living and working among Mohammedan peoples.

A veteran in missionary work has suggested that, in ap-
proaching Moslems with the Christian message, only one
fundamental idea, the very essence of the Gospel, be pre-
sented, namely, the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.
He would exclude all other questions of theology and bring to
the attention and the consciences of all Mohammedans, in
private conversation, in daily contacts, in public address, by
word and action and life, this one eternal, burning message
which has in it power sufficient to conquer the world.

To others than Moslems he would accompany this with the
message of God the Loving Father of all, Who watches over
and cares for His children. To Moslems who violently re-
ject the idea that God is the Father of mankind, this doctrine
would need to be presented later, when the hearers were pre-
pared in mind and heart to receive it.

. This suggestion is worthy of careful and prolonged con-
sideration. It is possible that to the Moslems we -have
befogged the real issue by the preaching of confusing and
often irritating dectrines, some of which are of doubtful
value, if not aetually harmful. If Moslems can be led to
cateh something of the beauty of the Love of Christ and begin
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to attempt to reveal that love in their own lives, other essen-
tial doctrines will present to them little or no obstacles. The
love of Christ will constrain them.

Rev. John Van Ess of Arabia speaks from his experience of
the value of itinerating preaching:

Itineration. This constitutes the rural problem, and since nine-tenths
of the field is rural it constitutes nine-tenths of the problem, besides being
an emulation of the example and method of our Lord who spent so much
of His time by the wayside, in villages, and at the seaside. Some obser-
vations stand out prominently after several years spent in itineration:
(1) A good detailed map of the field, containing names of tribes and sheiks,
and their attitude, should be prepared. (2) Thirty days spent in one place
is better than one day spent in each of thirty places. (3) Oneshould always
aim at the individual. A card index should be kept of the most promising
inquirers, purchasers of Scripture, etc., together with details of each case.
These should be followed up, revisited, and, in fact, never let go. These
individuals should always be mentioned by name in prayer between mis-
sionary and helpers. Nathanael wanted to be noticed, and thus Christ
drew him. I have known a fanatical opponent to become a friend
because after six years I have not forgotten his name. (4) In one of our
stations we keep a guest-house with accommodation for fifty or sixty
men. Food and sleeping mats are provided, and a helper is always in
attendance. Thus we can return the hospitality we receive. The
guest-house has proved itself a mighty agency.

(7) During the last ten or fifteen years some of the mis-
sionaries in Turkey have had remarkable success in getting
hold of Moslems through the organization of clubs, so-called.
This plan is unique, but has been sufficiently tested to prove
its effectiveness among the Mohammedans of Turkey, who
in some respects are as prejudiced against Christianity as any
class of Mohammedans in the world.

The Mohammedan shuns the chapel or the church. He is
often watched and persecuted if he puts himself in a position
, to hear a Christian sermon or come into contact with the
Christian preacher. There is, however, latent in the Moham-
medan mind, especially in Turkey, and in other countries as
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well, a desire for sociability and contact with his fellows, and
at the same time a curiosity to hear and know about the out-
side world.

Seizing upon this fact, missionaries in several places in
Turkey, have engaged a building, and organized a club, some-
what upon the basis of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion. They have had their committees on entertainment,
etc., and have supplied their building with a certain amount
of reading matter and with amusement rooms. In con-
nection with these clubs the missionary acts as a member,
perhaps at first the head of the orgamzatlon, but not neces-
sarily the one who dominates it.

These clubs have invariably taken up the idea of having
lectures and public entertainments. Usually the missionary
has been called upon to lecture, as he was the best educated
and unquestionably the best able to bring the members of the
club into contact with the outside world. They have been
called upon repeatedly to speak on a great variety of topics,
as, for instance, upon different countries of the world, educa-
tion and its place in modern civilization, the life of Christ, the
life of Paul, the teachings of Christ on different social ques-
tions, and a large number of topics beside. In this way a
wide field is opened up in which the missionary appears as
a lecturer, at the invitation of the committee in charge of the
entertainments and with perfect freedom, he has been able to
speak about Christianity and of Christ. There have been
few cases where offense seems to have been given. In most
cases a large measure of hearty approval has been manifested.

The stereopticon has been brought into requisition in many
of these entertainments, as one can readily see it might be,
and while some of the Mohammedans have been strongly
prejudiced against pictures, yet they have been so com-
pletely overruled by the great majority that it has caused no
break, but has proven to be an opening wedge to the confi-
dence and interest of the Moslem community.
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In one instance, the missionary was asked to give a series
of addresses on the life of Christ, which he did, the Moslem
audience increasing until they numbered something like 200
on the last night. These addresses were given on Sunday
evening, in the club rooms, of course, and were lectures but
in every respect real sermons to Moslems.

This method of approach to the Mohammedans has not
been fully tried out. There are great possibilities in it, espe-
cially with the moving pictures which will soon be available, if
they are not already available, for use in Mohammedan
clubs. The phonograph also gives an opportunity for wide
use in such clubs and has its place unquestionably in opening
and enlarging the mind of the Moslem, a most important
step before it acquires capacity to hold and appreciate
Christian truth.

Some might say that this method should be left to the
Young Men’s Christian Association. There is no reason why
it cannot be used and applied by the missionaries vastly more
widely than would be possible under the Y. M. C. A. Such
a club could be set up in every mission station among Moslems,
and also at many of the out-stations. To many of the out-
stations, unquestionably native teachers in mission schools
would be repeatedly called upon for lectures, as the missionary
himself would probably be, thus widening the opportunity
and giving the lecturer the advantage of having been invited
by the Mohammedans who would feel an obligation to listen.
There are great possibilities for opening a new door of approach
to Mohammedans through the club organization, which is
capable of a great variety of modifications.

(8) The use of Christian music also affords great pessi-
bilities. Many opinions have been solicited from a great
variety of sources, in the consideration of this subjeet, and
these opinions as expressed have grown out of a wide ex-
perience in contaet with Mohammedans.

It is an interesting fact that some missionaries who have
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lived in Mohammedan countries all their lives have insisted
that there is no music among Mohammedans, that in their
worship and in their home and social life, music plays no
part. On the other hand, many who have had the same ex-
perience, often in the same place, but more frequently in
different countries, have stated that music plays a large part
in the Mohammedan life and especially in his worship.

One missionary, who has spent fifty years in Constanti-
nople among Mohammedans, reports that he knows of only
two kinds of music: first, the military, which is an importa-
tion from Europe; and, second, a kind of drum used from
earlier times, played with a fife and flute, and employed
largely by the dervishes in their ceremonies. Dr. J. K.
Greene adds, that music implies a joyous disposition which
the Turks do not possess.

Dr. H. O. Dwight, who spent some thirty years in Turkey,
speaks of the Turks as having a considerable number of
ballad tunes which they greatly love. Their scale differs
materially from that in use in the West, and consequently is
not appreciated outside of Asia as music. He reports that
it is difficult to take this music seriously, although the Mo-
hammedans stated that their hearts are stirred by it to the
very depths. Dr. Dwight suggests that Christian ideas might
well be adapted to the music which Mohammedans love, and
that, thus adapted, they would become effective and forceful.

Another missionary from Turkey suggests that Turkish
music is probably borrowed from the Persian and is difficult
to reduce to any regular scale known to the West. It seems
to be without system or rule. It is reported that the Turks
have used music in war, perhaps they were the first to do =o,
and which is characterized by weird, passionate strains cal-
culated to stir the warlike feeling of the combatants.

The whirling dervishes always accempany their graceful
revolving movements by imstrumental music, already re-
ferred to, the drum and flute. The howling dervishes use
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a kind of monotonous chanting with the word Allah con-
stantly repeated; this is accompanied by the swaying of the
body until consciousness is lost in religious ecstasy.

It is difficult for the Turks as a whole to appreciate our
Western music, even hymn tunes. They do not take to it
kindly. Hitherto in all of the mission schools in Turkey,
Eastern music is excluded and only Western church tunes
have been requisitioned. Greek and Armenian schools, not
under missionary control, still cling to their Oriental ecclesias-
tical music, thus demonstrating the natural tendency of the
Oriental to prefer the more weird and unrhythmical music of
the East to the music which is more appreciated in the West.

Dr. Dwight suggests that the task of reaching Mohamme-
dans with spiritual music is awaiting some inspired poet and
musician of the East, very likely a Mohammedan who has
caught the vision of the Christ, to provide this for the Chris-
tian church.

Mr. Gairdner, of Cairo, discussing the question, says that
metrical rhythm plays but a small part in Moslem music, and
he gives this as the reason why our metrical hymns and psalms
seem to have less effect than is ordinarily expected. At the
same time he suggests that their unmetrical rhythm is unsuit-
able to congregational singing. He adds, however, that
there are metrical melodies in the East which have their
place in worship, but which are, in the minds of the people,
closely and intimately associated with secular and some-
times unchaste and worldly ideas. His idea is that Western
melodies, depending as they must on harmony, arenot generally
accepted by the Eastern mind at the present time. Mission-
aries seem to him to put unnecessary value on harmony as
the most important thing for the church worship, he regard-
ing it as unnecessary and as sometimes presenting a barrier
to the approach to the Moslems.

Mr. Trowbridge, of Cairo, who has lived many years in
Turkey, speaks of the Javanese music as a distinct type,
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accompanied by unique instruments. He calls attention
to the fact that none of the moslem nations have made any
worthy contribution to the world’s music, citing the inter-
esting phenomenon that the Christian Hungarian, who is
racially very close to the Turks in Russia have developed most
beautiful Christian music, whereas the Turkish music has not
developed at all from the primitive habits of central Asia.

Nearly all of those who have written on the subject speak
of the powerful effect of the chanting of the Koran and the
deep hold which this has upon the Moslem imagination and
spirit of worship. The Mohammedans have severely criti-
cized some of the ostentatious music practised in Catholic
churches, on the ground that it was unfitting to a congrega-
tion that was coming into the presence of the great God, and
suggesting that on such an occasion the music should be
humble and shot through with the spirit of homage and
devotion.

Rev. Mr. Goodsell, who has been several years in Turkey,
puts emphasis on the fact that rhythm and not harmony seems
to fascinate the Moslem; that his sense of harmony is rudi-
mentary, but that even the wildest dervishes in their chants
profoundly impress all who hear them, because of the ac-
curacy of the rhythm of their exercises and chants and songs,
while at the same time there seems to be an absolute disre-
gard of harmony. He speaks of the fact that the Turks make
no use of hymns in their worship and have not attempted to
introduce anything of the kind. Those whom he had met
have looked with contempt on Christian hymns and tunes.
On the other hand, there are many evidences that the Moslem
villagers and more simple peasants have been greatly im-
pressed with simple Christian singing. There are many in-
dications of this coming from various sources in the Moslem
world.

Dr. Watson, who has been a careful student. of Moham-
medanism, reports the chanting and recitation of the Koran
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in cadence as music of a high order to the Mohammedan, and
as representing a complicated science requiring years of
training to perfect. He speaks of paid singers, who have
practised for years to reach their high position, and who hold
permanent place in leading the Mohammedan festivals.
Their product would not be called music from the Western
standpoint, for it is frequently more a form of recitation with
musical intonations, often occupying an entire evening, and
yet it holds the audience and draws in outsiders to listen.
He says that he himself has been wonderfully impressed by
this Moslem music, and a Moslem convert in Cairo testifies
to the wonderful beauty and pleasure he has found in such
recitations, even after he became a Christian.

Professor Macdonald of Hartford Seminary, after a wide .
study of the subject, expresses the opinion that music and
singing play a large part in the life of Moslems, and especially
in their religious life. He entertains a strong conviction that,
through music, their religious imaginations are deeply moved,
and that through these imaginations their wills can be in-
fluenced.

The music and the singing which will influence Moslems
must be of their own kind, that to which they are accustomed
and which appeals to them. It is vain to try to capture
Mohammedans with Western music, hymns and tunes.
He thinks also it is equally vain to attempt to carry to them
translations of our hymns written in our tongue; he hopes
that the time will come when there will appear among the
Christian converts from Islam those who are poets and
musicians and who will be able to produce for their fellow-
men hymns of Eastern meters, set to Oriental music, and that
these hymns will pass into use in all missions to Mohamme-
dans. It is his deep conviction that there is a great field for
development of Christian music among Moslems, but of the
kind that he has indieated.

This discussion is perhaps sufficient to reveal the fact that
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the subject of music has not yet been adequately considered
by those who would reach Mohammedans and that here'is a
large field for future development, promising reward to those
who are able to solve the question and produce a Christian
music that will command the admiration of Mohammedans.

The following is a song of devotion translated from the
Turkish, remarkable for its fervent aspirations after God.
It was sung by a Turkish woman in a Christian hospital in
Turkey. This is a demonstration of the mysticism in Mo-
hammedanism and of the spirit of genuine piety and devo-
tion that is kept alive especially in the hearts of the common
people; it also suggests the possibilities of poetry and music
as yet undeveloped, almost undiscovered among Moslems:

Tread my face underfoot, make my head a pathway,
Burn me with Thy fear.

(Chorus)
If only I may find Thee my God,
Let me once see Thee my Lord.

Throw me into the fire with Ibrahim,
Hold me back like Moses.

If only I may find Thee my God,
Let me once see Thee my Lord.

Hang me upon the tree like Jesus Isa,
Like Mansour make me poor.

If only I may find Thee my God,
Let me once see Thee my Lord.

Cause me to be beaten by the hands of others,
By thy command cause tongues to slander me,
Thou hast made me to wander in distant ways.

If only I may find Thee my God,
Let me once see Thee my Lord.
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Make me to fall into the pit like Yousouf,
Like Yakoub make me to weep and be overwhelmed.

If only I may find Thee my God,
Let me once see Thee my Lord.3

3 The Mosiem World, October, 1914, p. 413,



CHAPTER XXI ~
REORGANIZATION FOR CONQUEST

It remains to make some suggestions as to what the church
and the missionary organizations of the church can do to
meet the Moslem call for Christianization. We are agreed
that the Moslems need Christ; that their own religion has
failed to lead its devotees into a pure, positive, developing,
spiritual life. We do not need to argue that fact.

We are also agreed that the church, and the societies that
represent it in the work of missions, have not risen to the
height of their privilege in carrying the Gospel to the Moham-
medans, but that they have taken hold of this colossal task
in a desultory, half-hearted way, demonstrating a lack of
comprehension of the difficulties faced and the urgency of the
call.
In view of the sweeping changes taking place in the Moslem
world and the new opportunities for reaching the Moslems
in many countries, and in view of the failures of the past to
grasp the situation, and the demands of the present that the
Christian world arouse itself as it has never done before, the
following distinct steps are urged as presenting a partial
solution at least for this old and difficult problem:

1. A plan to be devised and put into execution by which a
complete survey of the Mohammedan world shall be made
and published. This should cover every part of the world
in which Mohammedans dwell, and every Moslem race and
people, with their physical, social, intellectual, linguistic and
religious status. All of the facts necessary should be assembled
for a full knowledge of the people to be reached by missionary
effort, with adequate facts and data to enable a missionary
organization intelligently to plan for work among them. The

308
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survey should point out the strategic centers of Islam from
and through which the greater numbers could be reached.
It should also show what Christian influences, if any, are
already brought to bear upon the country or upon any par-
ticular races or peoples. In a word, this survey should be as
complete, scientific and comprehensive as united Christendom
can make it.

2. The survey would provide the foundation and basis for
a comprehensive Mohammedan prayer cycle or intercession
calendar intelligently covering the entire Moslem world.
This should be used by the entire Church of Christ so as to
concentrate, especially upon Fridays, the united prayers of
Christendom upon the whole Moslem world. This could
not be brought about in a day, or a year, but there should be
no cessation of endeavor until the Universal Church recog-
nizes its universal responsibility to exalt the Mohammedan
world and its need before the God of all men and races and
religions, until it shall see and recognize the divine and re-
deeming character of the Lord Christ.

3. The preparation and publication of a comprehensive
statement of the failure of Islam as a religion. This is neces-
sary for the church at home in order to counteract an im-
pression that exists in many places that Mohammedanism is
almost as good as Christianity; that it is a stepping-stone to
the Christian faith, a door through which the pagan may
advance from the degradation of his heathenism to a better
civilization and a nobler religion. The Church needs to be
awakened to the facts of Islam and its failures, in all history,
to lift and save a people. This need is not fully realized at the
present, time, but it is demonstrated in a large degree by the
lethargy of the church when it stands face to face with
the opportunities offered among Moslems.

4. A united appeal on the part of the church to so-called
Christian nations, which rule over Moslem peoples, to put no
hindrances in the way of bringing to bear upon Mohammedans
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the influence and power of the Gospel of Christ. The at-
titude of the British Government in the Sudan and of the
French in Africa shows the need of enlightening government
leaders and demonstrating that Christian missions do not,
even among Moslems, make the people less loyal citizens to
the Government under which they reside, but quite the con-
trary. There is too much apprehension upon the part of
many local officials that the presence of Christian mission-
aries among fanatical populations may cause local disturb-
ances if not general uprisings against the Government itself.
Such conditions and opinions are capable of correction if
properly approached, but it can hardly be accomplished if
the only petitioning body is the one desirous of con-
ducting the mission. No reasonable Government would per-
sist in this attitude of exclusion or repression, if approached
by a representative body reinforced by arguments based upon
the facts of Christian missions for a century and accompanied
by a carefully wrought out program of procedure.

5. Equally important is agreement among Missionary
Societies as to the standard of preparation necessary for the
best success of the missionary to Moslems. It is only during
the last few years that this subject has had any consideration
whatever either by the church or by missionary organiza-
tions. Even now it has attracted the attention of but a few
educational and missionary experts. One of the reasons for
the small returns for the already large expenditure of life and
treasure upon Moslem work must be due to the fact that no
adequate preparation was made upon the part of the mis-
sionaries or of the Societies sending them.

Since the task is a peculiar one, presenting obstacles and
difficulties nowhere else manifest, the preparation also must
be unique, suited to the difficulties and varied character of
the work to be done. It is imperative that intellectual,
physical, linguistic, temperamental, Biblical, as well as spiri-
tual qualifications of the missionaries to the Moslems be
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standardized, and that standard recognized by all who would
enter upon that work.

6. In order that such standardization may be actual and
not theoretical, schools in countries in which Moslems dwell
and for which the missionaries are to work, will need to be
opened, for the completion of the training every new mis-
sionary requires for his most perfect furnishing. These field
schools would present the practical side of the theoretical
training each new missionary would have received in his
home land. Here he would be brought face to face with the
problems he will be called upon to solve and in contact with
the people he is sent out to reach. With expert and ex-
perienced leaders, he will be trained to avoid errors, so easy
to make, and to comprehend the delicacy of his mission so
difficult to grasp.

7. There must be a willingness on the part of the Church

_of Christ to pay the cost of a united campaign to win the
Moslem to Christ. One of the reasons why so little missionary
work has been done formerly for Mohammedan peoples is
that the returns are so slight, while pagan races seem to offer
a more rewarding field. The missionary endeavor for and
among Moslems must, for many years yet, meet with the
most violent opposition and maybe, persecution. The
work must be undertaken with a consciousness that a long
time may be required before the returns will be striking or
sufficient to provide much encouragement to those who are
giving money and life. They must also recognize that much
money must be given where it will seem for a time as if it is
thrown away, as foundations are being laid and plans matured.

The missionaries who enter into this service must enter
with a consciousness that they may put their whole life in
without any large or startling returns to announce to the
world. The real work among and for Moslems must begin
where the work in China began more than a century ago,
where a whole life-time of effort and of treasure and of mis-
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sionary sacrifice was given apparently without results. The
Church must enter upon this work with a firm conviction that
it is a campaign not of a decade or even of a generation, but
of a century, and that a vast amount of treasure, both of life
and of money, may be required before there is any great
yielding of the barriers that separate the Moslem and the
Christian world.

8. There will be need of an international and inter-denomi-
national body representing all the Christian forces united for
the Christian conquest of Islam. This body, or board of
strategy, or whatever it may be called, should have its head-
quarters in the home land, but, at the same time, be in touch
with the entire Moslem world. It should have before it as
its field of study all parts of the world in which Moslems dwell
and its chief task will be to direct the Christian forces that
are available for the work. This organization seems essen-
tial for the proper placing of the Christian forces so that they
may accomplish the largest possible results with the least
waste.

This Board would need to lead in the preparation of per-
manent Christian literature for the use of Moslems in different
countries. Not that the members of the Board would pro-
duce the literature which, of course, must be prepared in the
field, but it would provide for its publication in other coun-
tries and in other languages. It would keep the constitu-
ency at home informed of the opportunities and needs abroad.

It is possible that ultimately all of Christendom would unite
in one supreme effort to bring to bear upon the Moslem
world the undivided force of the Church. Already Moham-
medans in different countries, noting the Edinburgh Mis-
sionary Conference, as well as the two conferences upon work
for Moslems, held, the one in Cairo in 1906, and one in Luck-
now in 1911, are beginning to deplore the divided state of
Islam and fear the effect of the united Christian Church.
Hitherto they have boasted of their strength in comparison
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with the divided state of the Church. The effect of such a
united Board, representing the combined energy and devotion
and external resources of the Church, all for the purpose of
presenting to Islam the beauty and the saving power of the
Christ, would strike consternation into hearts of scattered
Moslems and make them see and feel the power of the
Church.

9. A survey would be of no permanent value unless it led
to a mobilization of the forces of the Christian church and the
organization of those forces for the speedy and adequate
occupation of the strategic centres of Islam. It will be a
mistake to assume that favorable conditions following the
war will continue to be equally favorable for an indefinite
period of years. Before five years have elapsed there should
be a strong body of well equipped and thoroughly trained men
and women ready to enter, occupy and permanently hold at
least a score of these centers. To this initial number there
should be added new recruits annually, amounting to not less
than 10 per cent of the number already on the ground, and
this rate of increase should be continued for twenty-five
years. This body for occupation, demonstration and procla-
mation would, by the end of the 25 years, have the avenues
and methods of approach to the Moslems well in hand in all
of the larger centers of Moslem influence and power. The
children first taught would be coming into maturity and
the mission to Moslems would then be well entering upon the
second stage of development, namely, that of advance through
an educated and consecrated native Christian leadership.
This would necessarily mean the planting of institutions that
characterize all Christian lands, like hospitals, asylums,
schools of all grades, and the printing press. In some coun-
tries, like Africa, industrial enterprises that promote the
purity, unity and prosperity of Christian society would be
called for, and everywhere the church, so organized as to
meet the prejudices and answer the cry of the Moslem heart
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for a mediator and redeemer, would be the goal to which all
other efforts would lead.

It is only through the adoption and use of a program of
this general character that we may hope to make an immedi-
ate and lasting impression upon Islam. Our efforts hitherto
have been feeble and scattered, with results far out of pro-
portion to the sacrifice made. The times call for a new
strategy calculated to break down opposition, command a
hearing, and compel the Moslems to recognize and confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.



APPENDIX
Proclamation of the Shereef of Mecca

“In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.”

This is our general proclamation to all our Moslem brothers.

“0O God, judge between us and our people in truth; Thou art the
Judge.”

The world knoweth that the first of all Moslem princes and rulers to
acknowledge the Turkish Government were the Emirs of Mecca the
Byessed. This they did to bind together and make strong the brotherhood
of Islam, for they saw the Sultans of the House of Osman (may the dust
of their tombs be blessed, and may they dwell in Paradise), how they were
up right, and how they carried out all the commandments and ordinances of
the Faith and of the Prophet (prayers be upon him) perfectly. Therefore
they were obedient to them at all times.

For a token of this remember how in A.H. 1322 I with my Arabs helped
them against the Arabs, to save Ebhah from those who were besieging it,
and to preserve the name of the Government in honour; and remember how
again in the next year I helped them with my armies, which I entrusted
to one of my sons; for in truth we were one with the Government until the
Committee on Union and Progress rose up, and strengthened itself, and
laid its hands on power. Consider how since then ruin has overtaken
the State, and its possessions have been torn from it, and its place
in the world has been lost, until now it has been drawn into this last and
most fatal war.

All this they have done, being led away by shameful appetites, which
are not for me to set forth, but which are public and a cause for sorrow
to the Moslems of the whole world, who have seen this greatest and most
noble Moslem Power broken in pieces and led down to ruin and utter de-
struction. Our lament is also for so many of its subjects, Moslems and
others alike, whose lives have been sacrificed without any fault of their
own. Some have been treacherously put to death, others cruelly driven
from their homes, as though the calamities of war were not enough. Of
these calamities the heaviest share has fallen upon the Holy Land. The
poor, and even families of substance, have been made to sell their doors
and windows, yea, even the wooden frames of their houses, for bread,
after they had lost their furniture and all their goods. Not even so was the
lust of the Union and Progress fulfilled. They laid bare all the measure
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of their wicked design, and broke the only bond that endured between them
and the true followers of Islam. They departed from their obedience to
the precepts of the Book.

With the connivance of the Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire, the
Sheikh el-Islam, the Ulema, the Ministers and the Notables, one of their
papers called the Ijtihad published in Constantinople unworthy things
about the Prophet (The Prayer and Peace of God be upon him) and spoke
evil of him (God forbid!). Then the Union and Progress rejected God’s
word, * A man shall have twice a woman’s share,” and made them equal.
They went further, and removed one of the five corner-stones of the Faith,
even the Fast in Ramadan, by causing the soldiers in garrison in Meccs,
Medina, and Damascus to break their fast for new and foolish reasons,
taking no account of the ordinance of God saying, ‘“ Those of you who are
sick or on a journey. . . . ” Yea, they went further. They made weak
the person of the Sultan, and robbed him of his honour, forbidding him to
choose for himself the chief of his personal Cabinet. Other like things did
they to sap the foundation of the Khalifate.

For this it had been clearly our part and our necessary duty to separate
ourselves from them and renounce them and their obedience. Yet we
would not believe their wickedness, and tried to think that they were the
imaginings of evil-doers to make a division between us and the Govern-
ment. We bore with them until it was apparent to all men that the rulers
of Turkey were Enver Pasha, Jemal Pasha, and Talaat Bey, who were
doing whatsoever they pleased. They made their guilt manifest when they
wrote to the Judge of the Sacred Court in Mecca traducing the verses in
the Sura of the Cow, and laying upon him to reject the evidence of be-
lievers outside the Court and to consider only the deeds and contracts en-
grossed within the Court. They also showed their guilt when they hanged
in one day twenty-one of the most honourable and enlightened of the
Moslems, among them Emir Omar el Jazairi, Emir Arif el Shahabi, Shefik
Bey Moayyad, Shukri Bey el Asli, Abdel Wahab, Tewfik el Bassat, Abdel
Hamid el Zahrawi, Abdel Ghani el Areisi, and their learned comrades.
To destroy so many, even of cattle, at one time would be hard for men void
of all natural affection or mercy. And if we suppose they had some excuse
for this evil deed, by what right did they carry away to strange countries
the innocent and most miserable families of those ill-fated men? Children,
old men, and delicate women bereft of their natural protectors were sub-
jected in exile to all foul usage and even to tortures, as though the woes
they had already suffered were not chastisement enough. Did not God
say: “ No punishment shall be inflicted on anyone for the sins of another”’?
. . . Let us suppose they found for themselves some reason for ill-treating
the harmless families of their victims; why then did they rob them of
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their properties and possessions, which alone remained to keep them from
death by famine? And if we suppose that they had also some excuse for
this evil deed, how shall we find pardon for them for their shattering of
the tomb of our most righteous and upright Lord and Brother, El Sayed
el Shereef Abdel Kader el Jezairi el Hassani, whose bones they have pol-
luted and whose dust they have scattered abroad? )

We leave the judgment of these misdeeds, which we have touched upon
8o briefly, to the world in general and to Moslems in particular. What
stronger proof can we desire of the faithlessness of their inmost hearts to
the Religion, and of their feelings towards the Arabs, than their bombard-
ment of that ancient House, which God has chosen for His House, saying,
‘‘ Keep my House pure for all who come to it,”” . . . a House so venerated
by all Moslems? From their fort of Jyad, when the revolt began, they
shelled it. The first shot struck a yard and a half above the Black Stone.
The second fell three yards short of it, so that the flame leapt up and took
hold upon the Kiswa. Which, when they saw, the thousands and thousands
of Moslems first raised a lamentable cry, running to and fro, and then
shouted in fierce anger and rushed to save it. They had to burst open the
~ door and mount upon the roof before they could quench the flames. Yet

a third shell fell upon the Tomb of Abraham, and other shells fell in and
about the precincts, which they made a target for their guns, killing
every day three or four who were at prayer within the Mosque, till they
prevented the people coming near to worship. This will show how they
despised His House and denied it the honour given it by believers.

We leave all this to the Moslem world for judgment.

Yes, we can leave the judgment to the Moslem world; but we may not
leave our religion and our existence as a people to be a plaything of the
Unionists. God (Blessed be He) has made open for us the attainment of
freedom and independence, and has shown us a way of victory to cut off
the hand of the oppressors, and to cast out their garrison from our midst.
We have attained independence, an independence of the rest of the Otto-
man Empire, which is still groaning under the tyranny of our enemy.
Our independence is complete, absolute, not to be laid hands on by any
foreign influence or aggression, and our aim is the preservation of Islam
and the uplifting of its standard in the world. We fortify ourselves on the
noble religion which is our only guide and advocate in the principles of
administration and justice. We are ready to accept all things in harmony
with the Faith and all that leads to the Mountain of Islam, and in par-
ticular to uplift the mind and the spirit of all classes of the people in so far
as we have strength and ability.

This is what we have done according to the dictates of our religion, and
on our part we trust that our brethren in all parts of the world will each
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do his duty also, as is incumbent upon him, that the bonds of brotherhood
in Islam may be confirmed. -

We beseech the Lord of Lords, for the sake of the Prophet of Him who
giveth all things, to grant us prosperity and to direct us in the right way
for the welfare of the faith and of the faithful.

We depend upon God the All-Powerful, whose defence is sufficient
for us.

Shereef and Emir of Mecca
25 Shaaban, 1884. HussEIN.





