

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MORMON ORGANIZATION 159

ship of late years, great secrecy being observed in this
matter.” Why is it kept secret unless for some insidious
purpose?

The Reorganized wing published their statistics and in
1895 numbered 32,880 members. In 1919 they report 9o,825
members which shows substantial growth, The total assets
of this body amounted to $343,213.82 in 1912, and in 1919
they are reported as $2,329,419.21.

1t is asserted that previous to the war “about seven or
eight hundred Mormon converts, mostly women, pass through
the port of Boston annually.”

It is also said that the amount received in tithing and
consecrations, by the President of the Mormon Church in
Utah, is $4,000,000 annually. With that he does as he mrg
please, and he was pleased to build a large Mormon Chu
in Brooklyn, N, Y., for one thing, in 1918,



X
MISSOURI'S DEFENSE

N the teaching of Mormonism, Missouri is

I the “Land of Promise.”’ It was there
that they hoped to establish Zion, the New
Jderusalem, the City of God. They made at-
tempts to gather within the State at Independ-
ence, and also at Far West. From both these
places they were driven out by drastic methods.
Because of this there was always a feeling on
the part of the Mormons against the people of
the State. After the Mormons settled in Illi-
nois, its leaders were wanted by the authori-
ties of the State of Missouri, to answer to sev-
eral charges which had been lodged against
them and on which they were awaiting trial in
jail when they made their escape. However,
the authorities of the State of Missouri were
never able to succeed in capturing these men.
But why did Missouri persecute the Mormons?
Was the State guilty of the sin of religious per-
secution? The Mormons had spread abroad the
report that they were victims of injustice and

14 Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), 57: 2.
160



MISSOURI'S DEFENSE 161

religious intolerance, and that, too, in a pro-
fessed Christian land. In order to answer these
charges and explain the attitude of the State,
and that the facts might be known, the State
Legislature, in 1841, upon the recommendation
of the Governor, ordered printed a document,
“ Containing the Correspondence, Orders, etc.,
in relation to the disturbances with the Mor-
mons, and the evidence given before the Fifth
Judicial Circuit Court at Richmond, in a trial
of Joseph Smith, Jr.,and others for high treason
and other crimes against the State, November
12, 1838.”*

Copies of this document are rare, but the
matter set forth is of vital interest to every
person who desires information with regard to
the history of Mormonism. The evidence given
was that which came principally from those
who had been Mormons, many of them holding
high office in the Church. This evidence shows
the inner character of the movement and how
it was that such a body of people could not be
tolerated in a land of equal rights and privi-
leges. Quoting from this document we notice

Nore.—The Mormons have boasted the assertion that

Smith, though arrested many times, was, in most cases, en-
tirely absolved from all charges. In the instance cited above
he was never brought to final trial. In other instances
charges made by his accusers were dismissed by courts
whose officers were Mormons.

* A copy is in the New York City Public Library.



162 THE FOUNDATIONS OF MORMONISM

the testimony of Mr. Thomas B. Marsh, who
was President of the Twelve Apostles. He
testified before this court as follows:

‘“‘They have among them a company consisting of
all that are considered true Mormons, called the Dan-

ites, who have taken an oath to support the heads
of the church in all things that they say or do,
whether right or wrong; many however, of this band
are much dissatisfied with this oath as being against
moral and religious principles. On Saturday last
I am informed by the Mormons that they had a
meeting at Far West at which they appointed a
Company, for the purpose of burning and destroy-
ing; . . . This burning was to be done seeretly
by going as incendiaries. At the same meeting, I was
told, that no Mormon dissenter should leave Cald-
well County alive; and that such as attempted to do
it should be shot down . . . The plan of said
Smith, the Prophet, is to take this State and he pro-
fesses to his people to intend taking the United
States, and ultimately the whole world . . . I
have heard the Prophet say that he would yet tread
down his enemies and walk over their dead bodies;
that if he was not let alone he would be a second
Mahomet to this generation, and that he would make
it one gore of blood from the Rocky Mountains to
the Atlantic Ocean . . . So it should be even-
tually with us, ‘Joseph Smith, or the sword.’ ”’

Following this statement appears the state-
ment of Orson Hyde, another one of the famous
“Apostles,” who says:
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“‘The most of the statements in the foregoing dis-
closure of Thomas B. Marsh, I know to be true, the
remainder I believe to be true.”’

These statements were subscribed and sworn
to October 24, 1838. Mr. John Whitmer, one
of the famous ‘ witnesses” to the “Book of
Mormon,” testified in part:

‘‘About the 17th of April last, at a meeting of
perhaps twenty-five, in Far West, Joseph Smith, Jr.,
spoke in reference to difficulties they had and their
persecutions, and ete., in and out of the church. Mr.
Smith said in the future he did not intend to have
any process served on him, and the officer who at-
tempted it should die; that any person who spoke
or acted against the Presidency or the Church should
leave the Country or die.”’

Mr. John Cleminson testified, in part, as
follows: :

‘“When process was filed against Joseph Smith
and others in my office as Clerk of Caldwell Circuit
Court, for trespass, Joseph Smith, Jr., told me not
to issue that writ, that he did not intend to submit
toit; . . . That he would not suffer it to be
issued ; and I felt myself intimidated and in danger,
if I issued it, knowing the regulations of the Danite
Band. . . . I went in the expedition to Daviess
County in which Gallatin was burned as I felt my-
self compelled to go.”’ :
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Samson Avard, who was known as a leader
of the Danite Band, gave his testimony as fol-
lows:

‘“‘About four months ago, a band, called the
Daughter of Zion was formed by the members of the
Mormon Church, the original object of which was to
drive from the County of Caldwell all those who
dissented from the Mormon Chureh; in which they
succeeded admirably, and to the satisfaction of those
concerned. I considered Joseph Smith, Jr., as the
prime mover and organizer of this Danite Band.
The officers of the band, according to their grades
were brought before him, at a school house, together
with Hyrum Smith and Sydney Rigdon; the three
composing the First Presidency of the whole Church.
Joseph Smith, Jr., blessed them and prophesied over
them; declaring that they should be the means, in
the hands of God, of bringing forth the millennial
kingdom. It was stated by Joseph Smith, Jr., that
it was necessary that this Band should be bound to-
gether, by a covenant, that those who revealed the
secrets of the society should be put to death.’’

Mr. John Corrill, who had been a prominent
Bishop of the Church but left it soon after these
iniquities became known, wrote a book in which
he gave his reasons for renouncing Mormonism.
He testified as follows:

“I was afterwards invited to one of these meet-
ings, where an oath, in substance the same as testi-
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second or last meeting I attended, the Presidency,
(to-wit: Joseph Smith, Jr., Hyrum Smith and Sid-
ney Rigdon,) and also George W. Robinson was
there. There was at this meeting a ceremony of in-
troducing the officers of the Society to the Presi-
dency, who pronounced blessings on each of them,
. . . Joseph Smith, Jr., said, if the people would
let us alone, we would preach the gospel to them in
peace, but if they come on us to molest us, we would
establish our religion by the sword, and that he
would become to this generation a second Mahomet.’’

Mr. W. W. Phelps, a prominent Mormon but
who was now numbered with the dissenters,
testified, in part, as follows:

‘I heard D. W. Patton, say that Rigdon was writ-
ing a declaration to declare the Church independent.
I remarked to him I thought such a thing treason-
able—to set up a Government within a Government

" I was invited to a school house where I was
admitted. The men being paraded before the door
when I arrived in number 40 or 50. It was re-
marked that these were truemen . . . a guard
was placed around the house . . . Mr. Rigdon
then commenced making covenants with uplifted
hands. The first was that if any man attempted to
move out of the County or pack things for that pur-
pose, that any man in the house, seeing this without
saying anything to any other person, should kill
him and haul him aside into the brush and that all
the burial he should have should be in a Turkey
Buzzard’s guts.”’
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This Mr. Phelps, after a few years, returned
to the Church at Nauvoo, was duly pardoned
and later went to Utah where, it is said, he
played the part of the “ Devil ” in the secret
endowment house ceremonies. Mr. G. M.
Hinkle, Reed Peck and others gave corroborat-
ing testimony in connection with the above.

After Joseph Smith and others had been ap-
prehended and placed in jail awaiting trial, he
denounced those who had testified against him
and revealed the secrets of this band, as fol-
lows:

‘‘In fine we have waded through an ocean of trib-
ulation and mean abuse practiced upon us by the ill-
bred and the ignorant, such as Hinkle, Corrill,
Phelps, Avard, Reed Peck, Cleminson and various
others, who are so very ignorant, that they cannot
appear respectable in any decent civilized society,
and whose eyes are full of adultery and cannot
cease from sin. Such characters as McLellin, John
Whitmer, D. Whitmer, O. Cowdery and Martin
Harris are too mean to mention and we had liked to
have forgotten them. Marsh and another whose
hearts are full of corruption . . . Therefore, we
say unto you, dear brethren in the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, we deliver these characters unto the
buffetings of Satan, until the day of redemption,
that they may be dealt with according to their
works.”’*

* Millennial Star, Vol. 16, pp. 636, 6a8.
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It will be noticed that among these men whom
the Prophet condemns so bitterly are the ones
who had figured so prominently in the whole
scheme of Mormonism. Here are the names of
the famous “ three witnesses ” to the “ Book of
Mormon,” also Bishops and Apostles. These
men had given away the secrets that brought
about the charge of “high treason.”

In this same connection we quote from a

Nore.—Justus Morse, who had been a member of the
Mormon Church under the first Prophet and later was
identified with the Reorganized Church, holding the office
of High Priest, testified in March, 1887, in part as follows:

“In the year 1838, at Far West, Caldwell County, Mo.,
I was made a Danite, in an organized meeting for that
purpose in a schoolhouse at that place. Brother Dr. Samp-
son Avard had charge in organizing this band, divided into
tens, fifties, and hundreds—Joseph Smith, Sydney Rigdon
and Hyrum Smith were present frequently at our meetings
and were cognizant of what was going on, being present
at our secret meetings . . . in a deep ravine in the
year 1838, aforesaid, and with a guard around us on the
high ground to prevent interruption or being heard, was
there taught and instructed by Joseph Smith, Sidney Rig-
don and Hyrum Smith, that the Church could not advance
without means, and we must obtain, must get money and
means to carry on the work whether right or wrong,
honest or dishonest—that the Church should ‘suck the milk
of the Gentiles,” that we had been injured by the mob in
Missouri, and to take from the Gentiles was no sin. . . .

In the year 1841 Danite brethren came to my house in
McDonough County, Ihinois, and asked me to secrete goods
which they had taken from a store. . . . I still believe
that Joseph Smith was called of God” (Quoted from
“égre T)rue Origin of Mormon Polygamy,” by Shook, pp.
168-171.

This proves the existence of the Danite band; its author-
ization by the Prophet and his colleagues; its purpose and
criminal character; its continued existence after the Mis-
souri experiences—by a man who still retains his faith in
Smith as a Prophet.
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document signed by eighty-three Mormons at
Far West, June, 1838, addressed to Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer, John Whitmer,
William W. Phelps, and Lyman E. Johnson.
It reads:

““Out of the county you shall go, and no power
shall save you. And you shall have three days after
you receive this communication . . . Butinthat
time if you do not depart, we will use the means in
our own power to cause you to depart; for go you
shall.

. « « Vengeance sleepeth not, neither does it
slumber, and unless you heed us this time, and at-
tend to our request, it will overtake you as a Lion
when you do not expect . . . After Oliver Cow-
dery had been taken by a State Warrant for stealing,
and the stolen property was found in the house of
‘W. W. Phelps; in which nefarious transaction John
Whitmer also participated. . . . We will give
an epitome of your scandalous conduct and treach-
ery for the last two years. We wish to remind you
that Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were
among the principal of those who were the means of
gathering us to this place by their testimony which
they gave concerning the plates of the ‘Book of
Mormon;’ that they were shown them by an Angel,
which testimony we believe now, as much as before
you had so scandalously disgraced it .

Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Lyman E.
Johnson, united with a gang of counterfeiters,
thieves, liars, and black legs of the deepest dye, to
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deceive, cheat, and defraud the Saints . . .
During the full career of Oliver Cowdery and David
‘Whitmer’s bogus money business it got abroad in
the world that they were engaged in it and several
gentlemen were preparing to commence a prosecu-
tion against Cowdery, he finding it out took with him
Lyman E. Johnson, and fled to Far West with their
families; Cowdery stealing property and bringing it
with him.”’

The Mormons had made many charges against
the Missourians, so the Missourians were an-
swering by publishing the charges which the
Mormons had made against each other. If it
was wrong for the Missourians to drive out the
Mormons from their State, because of their
treacherous conduct, how about the justice
manifest by the Mormons in driving out their
own people?

Here are charges that these Mormons were
guilty of statutory crimes; stealing and counter-
feiting. Mr. David Whitmer wrote a booklet in
1887, in which he recounts the bitter experience
of being driven out of Far West, in June, 1838.*
He tells of the secret formation of the band of
Danites, Dr. Avard being put in as leader. All
Mormon men refusing to be bound by its oaths
were considered dissenters. His persecutions,
he says, were because of his efforts to persuade
his brethren that they were doing wrong. Not

¢ An address to all believers in Christ.
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only were the Mormons thus complaining of
treatment meted out to them by Mormons, but
the people of the State were making frantic ap-
peals to the Governor for protection from these
people. Note the following:

‘I, Philip Covington, an acting Justice of the
peace within and for said County, (Daviess) do cer-
tify that on the 13th ins’t, one hundred or more
Mormons marched to Gallatin and drove the citizens
from the said place, then robbed the store and Post
Office, and burned said store and office. On the 20th,
of this instant, twenty-five armed Mormons came to
my house, and gave me orders to leave the county
against the next morning, or they would be upon me
and my family.

Myself with other citizens have left the county
They are now robbing and burning the dwellings of
defenseless citizens. Given under my hand this 22nd
day of September, 1838.”°

In an old Mormon paper published at Far
West about this time, Joseph Smith, the editor,
came out with the following threat:

‘““We are absolutely determined no longer to bear,
come life or come death, for to be mobbed any more
without taking vengeance we will not.”’*

In his revelations Smith had taught, after an
enemy should come upon you for three times,

* The Elders’ Journal, Far West, August, 1838
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then he is delivered into your hands, and “If
thou reward him according to his works, thou
art justified.”*® In this way the people could
take the justice of their cause in their own
hands and mete out treatment in any manner
they might elect. Another citizen, Mr. Adam
Black, testified :

““‘On the 19th, they (Mormons) marched through
the County and drove a number of citizens from the
County and robbed their houses and burned them.
My house was amongst the rest; about twelve o’clock
the same night they were seen burning down five
houses in Gallatin, the County Seat of Daviess
County.

There is not a single officer left in said
County to execute the laws of our land; and in be-
half of the citizens of said County and in my own
behalf I ask the executive of the State to be rein-
stated in our homes, and the necessary and legal
steps be taken to recover our property and bring the
offenders to justice.”’

In the History of the Mormons, as written
by themselves, there is abundant evidence to
show that these armed bands who were going
about the country threatening the Missourians,

Nore.—It is very common throughout Mormon history to

find the word “mob” applied to any persons who were in
the least disagreement with the Mormons.

¢“ Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), 95:5.
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etc., were accompanied by Smith, and Avard,
and other Mormons of prominence.’

After the trouble had finally come to an issue
and the truth was known, an effort was made to
cast the burden of the sin of the Danites upon
others than the Church leaders. In the History
of the Reorganized Church may be found the
following :

“It was some time before this that the order
known as the Danites was organized. This, as will
be seen, was not done with the knowledge of the
Church authorities, nor by their order.

It was a secret organization which was severely
condemned by the leaders of the Church as soon as
it became known to them. The chief instigator was
not only reprimanded but he was expelled from the
Church, and it was supposed the movement was ef-
fectually killed; but it was in after years revived by
wicked and evil designing men and has since been
the cause of much evil.”’*

An effort was made by Smith to lay the blame
wholly upon Dr. Sampson Avard. From the
jail in Missouri he wrote as follows:

‘“We further caution our brethren against the im-
propriety of the organization of bands, or companies
by covenants, oaths, penalties or secrecies, but let

’lelenmal Star, Vol 16, p. 246. “Church History,”

(R), 2:185-100.
Church Hxstory, (R), 2:219.
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the time past of our experience and suffering by the
wickedness of Dr. Avard suffice . . .

You humble servants intend from henceforth to
disapprobate everything that is not in accordance
with the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”’*

He further says:

““When the knowledge of Avard’s rascality came
to the Presidency of the Church, he was eut off from
the Church and every means proper was used to
destroy his influence . . . let it be distinectly
understood that these companies of tens, and fifties,
got up by Avard, were altogether separate and dis-
tinet from those companies of tens and fifties or-
ganized by the brethren for self defense
Therefore let no one hereafter by mistake or design,
confound this organization of the Church for good
and righteous purposes with the organization of the
Danites, of the apostate Avard, which died almost
before it had existence.’”*

These statements are very misleading. They
are an apology on the part of the very person
guilty. Dr. Avard was expelled from the
Church, but when? It was March 17, 1839,
several months after these troubles had oc-
curred and when most of the Mormons had re-
moved from the State.” This organization did
not die, as asserted, but continued at Nauvoo
and later perpetrated the awful Mountain

*“ Church History,” (R), 2: 324~
* Ibid., pp. 222-223. (R), 3: 324-525. B Ibid., p. 359.
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Meadows Massacre.” If there was an organiza-
tion apart from that of Avard’s band, it is
strange that it did not survive. It is also
strange that companies of “tens and fifties”
could have been recruited out of the Mormon
ranks without the knowledge of the Church
leaders. These assertions are all in direct con-
flict with the testimony quoted, as given before
the court by leading Mormons, which shows that
the whole matter was known and fostered by
the Church and its leaders.

But to return to consideration of things in
Missouri. The Governor answered the appeal
of the people for protection, by ordering a com-
pany of militia under Captain 8. Bogart, to
range the line between Caldwell and Ray Coun-
ties to prevent invasions by persons in arms.
As his company was encamped on the banks of
Crooked River, they were attacked by the Mor-
mons under command of Captain Patten. A
few men were wounded and killed on either
gside. However, that was not the significant
thing; the fact that the Mormons were in open
rebellion to the military forces of the State
moved the Governor to drastic action. On
October 27, 1838, he issued the famous order of
extermination, in which he said, ¢ The Mormons
must be treated as enemies, and must be ex-
terminated or driven from the State if necessary

R« Story of the Mormons,” by Linn, chap. 16,
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for the public peace—their outrages are beyond
all description.” *

Shortly after these events the military forces
of the State surrounded the Mormons at Far
West and Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and others
of the leaders were delivered up and incarcer-
ated in jail to await trial and action of the law.
Then began the exodus of the Mormon colony
from the State, and crossing the Mississippi
they settled in Illinois. Afterward, all the
Mormon prisoners succeeded in making their
escape.

To exterminate a people or drive them from
the State seemed a cruel thing to do. But the
threat came first from the Mormons. Sidney
Rigdon, who was appointed to be a “ spokes-
man ”* for the people and for Smith, declared
in his Fourth of July oration at Far West, July,
1838, “ It shall be between us and them a war
of extermination, for we will follow them till
the last drip of their blood is spilled or else
they will have to exterminate us.” *

After this speech Joseph Smith, who sat on
the platform with Rigdon, led off with a shout
of “ Hosanna and Amen.” In a Mormon paper
published - there we note in the arrangements
for the day the following:

® Quoted in full by Linn, p. 205.
. ¥4 Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), 97:3.
® ¢ Church History,” (R), 2:165.
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‘““Fourth. That Jared Carter, Sampson Avard,
and Cornelius P. Lott act as Generals, before whom
the Military band shall pass in review.”’*

8o it appears that Mr. Avard was in full
fellowship and accord with the Mormon people
at the time and it is difficult to believe that he
ever was out of harmony with the leaders, not-
withstanding the assertion to that effect.

General Clark, after the Mormons had been
quelled by military force at Far West, made an
address to them, in part as follows:

¢‘I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so many apparently
intelligent men found in the situation you are; and
0! if I could invoke the great spirit, the unknown
@od, to rest upon and deliver you from that awful
chain of superstition, and liberate you from those
fetters of fanatieism with which you are bound that
you no longer do homage to a man.

I would advise you to scatter abroad and never
organize yourselves with Bishops, Presidents, ete.,
lest you excite the jealousies of the people, and sub-
ject yourselves to the same calamities that have now
come upon you. You have always been the aggres-
sors: you have brought upon yourselves these diffi-
culties by being disaffected, and not being subject
to rule.

And my advice is that you become as other citi-
zens, lest by a reoccurrence of these events yon bring
upon yourselves irretrievable ruin.””*

¥ The Elders’ Journal, Vol. 1, No 4, p. 60, published 1838
¥4“The Story of the Mormons by Lmn, PP. 209-210.

?
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From this it would appear that the Mis-
sourians were not willing opponents of the Mor-
mons. The Missourians were on the ground
first. It was their home. Its interests were
sacred to them. The Mormons were newcomers.
Had they chosen to live in peace and obey the
laws there would have been no trouble for them.
Many Mormons are living in that State now
enjoying all the privileges of citizens. Had it.
not been for their fanatical ideas, the blunder-
ing wickedness and ignorance of their leaders,
it is highly improbable that the people of Mis-
souri would ever have persecuted them, or have
driven them from the State.

Thus it appears that the Mormons would
never have been driven from the first settlement
at Independence, Missouri, in 1833, had they
been willing to settle down and enjoy the com-
mon life with other citizens. The following
is part of a statement expressing the sentiment
of the people regarding the Mormons who were
coming to settle at Independence. It reads:

‘““We are daily told, and not by the ignorant alone,
but by all classes of them, that we (The Gentiles) of

Nore.—Interest in the history of the Mormons in Missouri
in these early days is indicated by recent articles in The
Missouri Historical Review for January, 1919 ff. Here Mr.
R. J. Britton writes on, “ Eara,Days on Grand River and the
Mormon War.” Prof. E. Violette in his late (1918)
“ History of Missouri,” devotes an illustrated chapter to a
similar subject.
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this County are to be cut off, and our lands appro-
priated by them for inheritances. Whether this is
to be accomplished by the hand of the destroying
Angel, the judgments of God, or the arm of power,
they are not fully agreed among themselves.’’ ®

It would be almost impossible for the citizens
to live in peace with a band of religious fanatics
harboring such ideas.

And in the second instance, it would be im-
possible for the citizens at Far West and vicin-
ity to tolerate the existence of a people having
a secret band, committed to depredations upon
them and the assassination of apostates from
the Church. For drawing the sword in Mis-
souri, the Mormons were ousted from the State.

® Millennial Star, Vol. 14, p. 488
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GATHERING TO ZION

HE belief “ That Zion will be built upon
this Continent ” is one leading prin-
ciple of Mormonism that has been the

chief cause of the movements of the Church to
several locations.

The place designated in the revelations of
Joseph Smith, as the central gathering place, is
Independence, Jackson County, Missouri. He
declared, ¢ Wherefore this is the land of prom-
ise, and the place for the city of Zion.”*

The idea of gathering has always met with a
ready acceptance on the part of the Mormons.
In the numerous attempts to gather and estab-
lish Zion they have made tremendous sacrifices,
even forsaking relatives, friends, and earthly
possessions in order to carry out plans offered
to them as the will of the Lord. So many pas-
sages of Scripture refer to “ Zion,” the term be-
ing so familiar and so closely associated with
deep religious sentiment, it has been practically

3¢ Doctrine and Co;enants"' (R), sec. 57.
79
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easy to inculcate the idea in the minds ot all
Mormons.

Because of the social unrest, occasioned by
the many industrial problems, the great moral
issues and political dissatisfactions, the in-
equalities in the distribution of wealth and posi-
tion, it has not been difficult to convince minds
open to such conviction that there should be
some effective solution to our many modern
problems. Believing implicitly in the revela-
tions of the Prophet, the people were willing to
submit to his leadership, hoping thereby to re-
ceive the promised inheritance, when all those
good things promised in ancient and modern
revelation might come to them.

The utter failure that has followed each at-
tempt on the part of Smith, to establish Zion, is
an outstanding fact that reflects seriously upon
his revelations and his worthiness as a religious
leader.

The fundamental reason for the gathering
was based upon the idea that the world is
“ripening in iniquity ”; that the wicked, all
except the Mormons, are awaiting destruction.

“It shall come to pass, among the wicked, that
every man that will not take his sword against his
neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety.’’’

Those passages of Scripture that tell of the
*“ Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), sec. 45.
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deliverance of the righteous and the destruction
of the wicked were freely quoted in this connec-
tion. The Lord was not to “spare any that
remaineth in Babylon,” meaning the Gentiles,
or all non-Mormons. Smith interpreted the
parable of the ¢ Treasure hid in a fleld” as
follows:

¢“See the Church of the Latter Day Saints, selling
all that they have, and gathering themselves to-
gether unto a place that they may purchase for an
inheritance, that they may be together and bear each
others’ afflictions in the day of calamity.”’*

People were much influenced by such inter-
petations and revelations and sold out their
property, and in accordance with the revelation
began to gather out of the ¢ eastern countries ”
to journey to the “ western countries,” to Zion,
where “a feast of fat things, of wine on the
lees well refined” was prepared, “ That the
earth might know that the mouths of the Proph-
ets shall not fail.” *

There being no degree of fellowship between
the Mormons and the people of Missouri, it soon
began to appear that they could not long sur-
vive in close proximity with them. Finally,
hostilities broke out in the autumn of the year
1833. Many acts of cruelty were committed on

* Millennial Star, Vol. 15, p. 447.
¢¢“ Doctrine and Covena.nts, (R), sec. 58.
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both sides. The Mormons felt that they were
justified in defending themselves and the Mis-
sourians felt that they must take harsh steps
to rid their country of a people who regarded
them as enemies, and a8 wicked people, even be-
fore they were acquainted with them.

The result was that the Mormons hastily

gathered up their effects and crossed the Mis-
souri River into Clay County.
" Thus, Zion met with a complete defeat that
was most distressing. Smith, apparently, was
much puzzled for a time, but soon made him-
self bold to give a revelation in which he de-
clared, “Zion shall not be moved out of her
place.”* He further declared that the Lord
“ would let fall the sword of mine indignation in
behalf of my people ”; that the people ¢ shall
return and come to their inheritances.”

As a result of these and other revelations,
Smith formed the army, as mentioned before, at
Kirtland, Ohio, where he was at this time, and
placing himself at its head marched to Missouri
with a view to restoring his people in Jackson
County, whither they had been expelled.

His revelation instructed them, in part, as
follows:

““Therefore get ye straightway into my land;
break down the walls of mine enemies, throw down

* “ Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), sec. 98.
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their tower, and scatter their watchmen; and inas-
much as they gather together against you, avenge
me of mine enemies.’’*

This was the first attempt on the part of the
Mormons to raise and command an army.
Under the assumed name of “Baurak Ale”
Joseph Smith stood at its head as the “ Gen-
eral.”’

Finally the army disbanded and the whole
venture ended in a complete defeat.' All the
promises of restoration upon the chosen land
failed miserably. The “enemies ” were left in
possession. This is not a very pleasing topic
of conversation for the Mormon of to-day. The
Church History published by the Reorganized
Church says:

‘““What was accomplished by all this sacrifice?
Impossible to tell. Such questions mortals cannot
decide.””*

It is a wonder that the Mormons would con-
tinue to believe in a Prophet whose predictions
and commands had failed so utterly. Some of
them did become weak in the faith. Smith al-
ways had recourse to the conditions of his
revelations: viz., “If ye are faithful,” “If ye
keep my commandments,” etc., and could al-
ways be safe in pointing to the weakness of his

*“Doctrine and Covenants, (R). sec. 100,

*“ Church History,” (R), 1:462 ff
*Ibid., 1:484 .
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people as the excuse for the non-fulfillment of
his revelations.” Notwithstanding the complete
defeat of this first venture at gathering to Zion,
the hope persisted for many years that the Mor-
mons would eventually return there. Even
after the Mormons were well established in Utah
one of the leaders declared :

““You will see the day when Presidents Young,
Kimball, and Wells, and the twelve apostles will be
in Jackson County, Missouri, laying out your in-
heritances. In the flesh? Of course.

We should look well without being in the flesh!
‘We shall be there in the flesh, and all our enemies
cannot prevent it.”’ ™

It is useless to note that this prediction failed.
The Utah Mormons seem to have forgotten
about the revelations that pointed out Missouri
as the Mormon Zion. 8Since they live in the
midst of the Mountains, they have put forth the
idea that it was predicted by Isaiah,” that ¢ The
Mountain of the Lord’s House” was to be
established out there; that they are living in
the Zion out from which is to go forth the law,
ete.

. Norg—In a recent statement by a Mormon authority, the
limits of ‘‘zion” are enlarged to include the whole of
America. Article “ Mormons in the War,” Literary Digest,
July 27, 1018,

*“Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), sec. 102,
1« Brighamism Exposed,” (R), p. 164.
Bsa. 2:1-3.
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The members of the Reorganized Church have
been reviving interest in the old revelations,
although they surely do not understand their
historical basis and have been steadily gather-
ing out of other States into Missouri. They
have been cautioned to do this with care, re-
garding the feelings of the people residing there.
These members, as a rule, are law-abiding and
respectful of the rights and privileges of others.
What the effect will be if large numbers shall
gather there; what complications may arise,
politically and otherwise, no one can tell. '

The remnants of the Army which disbanded
in Clay County returned to Xirtland, Ohio.
Some remained with the Mormon brethren and
with them found shelter and hospitality among
the citizens of the County, who believed that
they had been dealt with unjustly by the people
of Jackson County.

However, after a short time they began to

change their minds and called a public meeting
and asked the Mormons to move on as soon as
possible.
- This resulted in the Mormons settling in the
County of Caldwell and vicinity. Here at a
place called Far West, they began to build a
city, and on July 4, 1837, it was estimated that
more than fifteen hundred Mormons had gath-
ered there. ‘

Here was another opportunity for the
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Prophet to test out his predictive powers. Of
the prospects for the gathering to another Zion,
he says:

‘““Be it known to the Saints scattered abroad
Greeting: That myself, together with my beloved ,
brother, Sidney Rigdon, have been appointed by a
general conference of Elders, held in Kirtland, in
the House of the Lord, on the 18th of September, for
the purpose of establishing places of gathering for
the Saints . . .

‘Who are gathering for a refuge and safety in the
day of the wrath of God, which is soon to burst upon
the head of this generation, according to the testi-
mony of the prophets;

. . Now we would recommend to the Saints
scattered abroad to make all possible exertions.to
gather . . . as peace, Verily, thus saith the
Lord, peace shall be taken from the earth and it has
already begun to be taken . . .

Therefore make haste saith the Lord, O ye my
people, and gather yourselves together.”’"

Again he says:

““Our hearts are made glad with the pleasing in-
telligence of the gathering of the Saints from all
parts of the earth to this place, to avoid the destrue-
tions which are coming upon this generation.’’*

So the faithful, believing people accepted

B Elders’ Journal, November, 1837, pp. 27-28.
“ Millennial Star, Vol. 16, p. 150.



GATHERING TO ZION 187

this doubly assured message and began to as-
semble from far and near. The Elders went
out to preach and as fast as converts were made
they were admonished to flee to Zion to escape
the fate of those to be found outside. Did not
all outside the Ark perish? What then will be-
come of those in Babylon? Make haste! Flee!
This was the word and it was heeded. Many
who journeyed there died by the way of expo-
sure and endured much suffering besides the
breaking up of their homes and the loss of
property.

What was the result of all this sacrifice?
The people found another bitter disappoint-
ment. They found anything other than a place
of “refuge and safety ”; the destructions they
sought to avoid never came; the wrath of God
did not burst upon the heads of “this genera-
tion.” The Mormons 8o conducted themselves
that the Governor of the State issued an order
expelling them from the State October 27, 1838.
The leaders of the Mormons went to Missouri,
this second time, with a vivid remembrance of
their late experience with the Missourians in
Jackson County. They were armed, and by
moving about in armed bands caused alarm on
the part of the people. It was the Mormons who
first gave the threat of extermination. Sidney
Rigdon, in his Fourth of July oration at Far
West, declared:
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‘“And that mob that comes on us to disturb us it
ghall be between us and them a war of éxtermina-
tion; for we will follow them until the last drop of
their blood is spilled, or else they will have to ex-
terminate us.”’*

Matters grew steadily more and more threat-
ening; there were several clashes between the
people and the Mormons; it became perfectly
evident that there could be no toleration of each
other; finally the Mormons rushed out and at-
tacked the State Militia ; then drastic measures
followed, and peace was no more notably taken
from the earth than from the midst of the Latter
Day Saints. All ended in confusion, suffering
and disappointment, in which the innocent were
made victims with the guilty. The Mormons
began an exodus from the State, going across
the Mississippi River into Illinois. Joseph
Smith and other leading Mormons were landed
in jail on State warrants, but in waiting for
trial were able to escape and followed their
people to Illinois. At Far West the Mormons
had begun the erection of a great Temple.
Smith had declared that Adam, the father of the
human race, had dwelt there. All hopes of
building a Zion at that place were ever after
abandoned. What a reflection on all the revela-
tions and promises given through the self-ap-
pointed Prophet!

* ¢ Church History,” (R), 2:165.
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When the Mormons arrived in Illinois the
people bestowed upon them generous sympathy
and hospitality and other substantial evidences
of their good will.

Most of the Mormons gathered in the vicinity
of Quincy, but shortly a deal was made for a
large tract of land at Nauvoo, a place on the
Mississippi River, beautiful and appropriate for
the building of a city. After the recent episode
in Missouri, the revelations which Smith often
received so plentifully became more and more
scarce. Several leading men of the Church, in-
cluding the “ three witnesses ” to the “ Book of
Mormon,” had become expelled; others had
given up in disgust. Smith denounced many of
his followers in very bitter terms from the con-
fines of the jail where he was awaiting trial in
Missouri.”

Now that there was another prospect for the
building of Zion at Nauvoo, the revelations be-
gan to come again. On the 15th of January,
1841, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith and Sidney
Rigdon addressed the following to the Saints:

‘‘Having been instrumental in the hands of our
heavenly Father, in laying a foundation for the
gathering of Zion, we would say, let all those who
appreciate the blessings of the gospel . . . dis-
pose of their effects as fast as eircumstances will pos-

» Millennial Star, Vol. 16, pp. 626-628.
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sibly admit, without making too great sacrifices and
remove to our city and county . . . this will
secure our permanent inheritance and prepare the
way for the gathering of the poor.

This is agreeable to the order of heaven and the
only principle on which the gathering can be ef-
fected—let the rich then, and all who can assist in
establishing this place make every preparation to
come on without delay . . . the Elders are
hereby instructed to proclaim this word, in all places
where the Saints reside, in their public administra-
tions, for this is according to the instructions we
have received from the Lord . . . Let the Saints
come here—this is the word of the Lord.”” ™

Now for the third time the Saints began to
show their faith by their works and gathered
from various parts of the United States and
Canada. Mormon propaganda had met with
unusual success in England and converts began
to pour in by the ship-load. The people were
directed to purchase their lands through Joseph
Smith, with the promise of God’s blessing upon
them if they did,” while some were excommuni-
cated for not doing 80.”

The storm-clouds soon began to hover over
this so-called city of Zion. The Illinoians who
had, like the people of Clay County, Missouri,
received and sheltered the Mormons, sympa-

" Times and Seasons, Vol. 2, pp. 274-276,
® Nauvoo Neighbor, December 27, 1843,

* Millennigl Star, Vol, 20, p. 549.
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thized with them in their alleged persecutions
and condemned their persecutors, now began to
look upon them as very undesirable neighbors.
The Mormons were accused of crime of nearly
every description. The accusations were chiefly
made by Mormons, or those who had been Mor-
mons. Their conduct was such that their pres-
ence could no longer be tolerated. Under the
leadership of Smith, his followers destroyed the
printing press of The Nauvoo Expositor, which.
raised the people to the height of fury, and
Smith was landed in the jail at Carthage, Han-
cock County, where a band of infuriated citizens
overcame a body of soldiers who were on guard
and shot him and his brother Hyrum to death,
June 27, 1844.

The Mormons were given a certain time to
prepare to leave Illinois, and being compelled by

Nore.—One of the prevalent tendencies, as a result of
Mormon propaganda, is to minimize the menace of Mor-
monism. It is said to be, “ No longer the menace to Ameri-
can ideals that it once was; that polygamy is practically
eliminated from the Mormon creed and is publicly discounte-
nanced.”

._This the Mormons would like the public to believe. But
if the public believes this it will be deceived in so doing.
The Mormons never ceased polygamous practice, in any
degree, from choice. They did what they did by compulsion.
When the government began wholesale war on polygamy
the Mormons sought peace by *negotiation” and got it
through diplomacy. However, every Utah Mormon believes
he is in a universe around which are numberless spirits
waiting for a body which can only be given through polyg-
amy. Mormon books teach it and Mormon people believe
it as ardently as ever. All talk about it as a “ Dead issuc”
is a camouflage of the truth. .
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a force of arms, they evacuated the city in 1846,
the main body following under the lead of
Brigham Young to Utah and wicinity. Others
followed the several leaders who arose at this
time, all of them making wild and extravagant
claims, while others gave up their faith in Mor-
monism forever.

These attempts to gather to Zion so far had
only resulted in an opportunity for the leaders
to exploit the people, and they clearly demon-
strated their mistaken ideas which they had
given out as the wisdom of the Almighty.



X11
THE NAUVOO EXPOSITOR

v HE leading crisis in the history of the
Mormon Church under the leadership
of Joseph Smith came with the publi-

cation of the above-named paper, the first and
only issue bearing date of June 7, 1844.

* The principal person engaged in the publica-
tion was William Law, who had been elevated
to the position of first counsellor to Joseph
Smith, in the place of his brother Hyrum.

The paper, true to its name, was published at
Nauvoo, Illinois, for the purpose of exposing the
evils which it alleged existed in Mormondom at
that time. It would seem a thing of vast impor-
tance, in view of the general reputation of Mor-
monism, that every person interested in any de-
gree should know something of the contents of
this paper. The Mormon historians have not
reproduced its subject matter. A very small per
cent of the Mormons of to-day know anything
about it. The history published by the Reorgan-
ized Church dismisses it with these few words:

*“ Doctrine and Covenants,” (R), 107: 29,
193



194 THE FOUNDATIONS OF MOBRMONISM

‘‘June 7, 1844, the Expositor made its appearance.
It contained much that was of a slanderous char-
acter, and also affidavits against the character of the
Prophet and others.”’*®

There seems to be a disposition on the part of
present-day leaders of Mormonism to keep the
knowledge of the contents of this paper from the
people. Immediately upon the publication of
the paper, the Mormons, fearing its effect, or-
dered its utter destruction. The press was des-
troyed and the type thrown into the street and
the publishers were compelled to flee. There are
yet a few copies of the paper in existence * and
the quotations which we make here are direct.

At the time of the publication of the paper
Mr. Law, and others associated with him, be-
lieved in the Mormon Church. They, however,
saw that the practice of things in secret and
their public denial would inevitably lead to dis-
aster. They professed to act from high motives
that the truth might be known. Nearly every-
thing that was charged against the leaders of
Mormonism at the time has since been com-
monly admitted to have been true.

The Ezpositor set forth its allegations in a
series of resolutions, the first of which was a
protest against:

$ “ Church History,” (R), 2:737.

* Quotations are made from original, copy of which may
be found in the New York City Public Library.
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“The acts of any Court in this Chureh for the
trial of any of its members, which will not suffer
the accused to be present and plead their own
cause.”’

Mr. Law and several others had been expelled
from the Church without an opportunity to de-
fend themselves. The second resolution charged
Joseph and Hyrum Smith and other official
characters:

““They have introduced into the Church, false and
damnable doctrines, such as plurality of Gods
. « . the plurality of wives for time and eternity
« « . we are therefore constrained to denounce
them as apostates from the pure and holy doctrine
of Jesus Christ.”’

- Under the pretext of giving the world “ milk
before meat,” the Utah Mormons have tried to
justify themselves in the living of an open lie—
they were actually practicing polygamy secretly
and denying it publicly. The Reorganized
Church to-day is seeking to uphold another
falsehood of the rankest sort by asserting that
polygamy is only chargeable upon the Utah
Mormons. It was charged before there were
Utah Mormons. The third resolution was as
follows:

‘“‘That we disapprobate and discountenance every
attempt to unite Church and State; and we further
believe the effort now being made by Joseph Smith,
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for political power and influence, is not commend-
able in the sight of God.”’*

At the time Joseph Smith was out on an inde-
pendent ticket for President of the United
States. The resolution sounds more the note of
good sense than slander.

The fourth resolution reads:

‘“That the hostile spirit and conduct manifested
by Joseph Smith, and many of his associates, toward
Missouri, and others inimical to his purposes, are
decidedly at variance with the true spirit of Chris-
tianity, and should not be encouraged by any people,
much less by those professing to be the ministers of

the gospel of peace.’’

Was there justification for such a resolution?
Note the following :

‘0 Death! wilt thou not give to every honest man
8 heated dart to sting those wretches while they
pollute the land ?

And O Grave! wilt thou not open the trap door
to the pit of ungodly men, that they may stumble
in ' 28

Again:

‘Over 300 Elders were out to “Present before the peo-
ple General Smith’s views of the powers and policy of the
general government, and to seek diligently to get up electors
who will go for him for the Presidency.”—Millennial Star,

Vol. 23, pp. 37
‘M illen»iaf?t—ar,“'vol, 22, p. 91,
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“Missouri . . . should she continue her pres-
ent murderous policy, the day of righteous retribu-
tion and the avenging of blood will not be procrasti-
nated—for her plains shall be bleached with the
bones of the slain, and her rivers flow with blood,
before another massacre will be suffered.’’*

Missouri had repeatedly attempted to capture
Smith and take him back within the State for
trial upon the charges pending against him
when he escaped from the jail. These threats
were made in consequence of these attempts,
The Missourians have some very serious charges
to make against the Mormons, such as burning
their houses, stealing, etc.

The fifth resolution reads:

‘‘That we disapprobate malicious persecution and
prosecution. We hold that Church members are
alike amenable to the laws of the land; and we fur-
ther discountenance any chicanery to screen them
" from the just demands of the same.’’

As Judge of the Municipal Court of Nauvoo,
Smith could discharge from arrest any person
in his favor. The manner of administration of
justice from that tribunal could not long be tol-
erated in a free country and resulted in the re-
peal of the City Charter by action of the State.
Hence the resolution was highly justifiable.
What an impropriety for a man in Smith’s posi-

®Times and Seasons, Vol. 1, p. 167.
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tion to be acting as a judge! The Reorganized
Church seems to think it a great outrage that
the Utah Church has been so mixed up in secu-
lar affairs, even to granting divorces,’ but in so
doing the Church is carrying on the methods
employed by the Prophet.

The sixth resolution reads:

‘““That we consider the religious influence exer-
cised in financial concerns by Joseph Smith, as un-
just as it is unwarranted, for the book of Doctrine
and Covenants, makes it the duty of the Bishop to
take charge of the financial affairs of the Church.””

In the Mormon literature of that day Smith
is often referred to as “ Trustee in Trust.”* He
ever kept close to the receiving department of the
Church finances. He was the treasurer of the
“Kirtland Safety Society Bank,”* which was
organized after the Legislature of the State of
Ohio had refused to grant a charter, and soon
failed, causing great dissatisfaction among the
followers of Smith, so that he left Kirtland
under cover of the night and never returned.

The seventh resalution reads:

““That we discountenance and disapprobate the
attendance at houses of revelling and dancing; dram
shops and theatres.”’

' ¢“ Brighamism Exposed,” (R), p. I
8 Nauvoo Neighbor, December 27, 1
** Story of the Mormons,” by Linn, p. 148%.
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Dancing and drinking have continued in the
Mormon Church in Utah.” The following is of
interest, showing the attitude of the Prophet:

““I told Theodore Turley that I had no objection
to his building a brewery.”’*

In the Church paper Mr. Turley gave notice
of his business, concluding with this:

“N. B. Whiskey, Beer and Cider Barrels, taken
in exchange for Beer and Ale.”’*

It seems very probable that the charge made
by the Eepositor could easily be sustained. The
eighth resolution states:

““That we look upon the pure and holy doctrines
set forth in the seriptures of divine truth, as being
the immutable doctrines of salvation, and he who
abideth in them shall be saved.’”’

This statement was no doubt called forth by
the polygamous revelation, which, the E@positor
declared, had been secretly introduced by Smith,
which declared, ¢ for no one can reject this cove-
nant and be permitted to enter into my glory.” *

The ninth resolution reads as follows:

» ¢« Mormonism—The Islam of America,” p. 134 ff.
1 Millennial Star, Vol. 20, p. 647.

2 Nauvoo Neighbor, April 10, 1

1 “ Doctrine and Covenants,” (U), 133:4
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‘““That we oonsider gathering in haste, and by
sacrifice, to be contrary to the will of God; and
that it has been taught by Joseph Smith and others
for the purpose of enabling them to sell property at
most exorbitant prices; not regarding the welfare of
the Church, but through their covetousness reducing
those who had means to give employment to the poor
to the necessity to seeking labor for themselves; and
thus the wealth which is brought into the place is
swallowed up of the one great throat, from whence
there is no return.”’

The tenth resolution reads, in part, as fol-
lows:

“That . . . we consider the injunction laid
upon the Church, compelling them to purchase prop-
erty of the Trustee in Trust (Smith) is a deception
practised upon them . . .

That the appropriations said to have been sub-
scribed by shares for the building of the Nauvoo
House, to have been used by J. Smith and Lyman
‘Wight, for other purposes.”’

The eleventh resolution was as follows:

““That we consider all secret societies and com-
binations under penal oaths and obligations to be
anti-Christian, hypocritical and corrupt.”’

A band, called the “ Danites,” or “ Avenging
Angels,” had been organized in connection with
the Church in Missouri. There is evidence of
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their existence in and about Nauvoo, and of their
evil work in Utah and vicinity.
The twelfth resolution reads as follows:

“‘That we will not acknowledge any man as King
or law giver to the Church; for Chmt is our only
King and law giver.”’ .

It is a fact, well authenticated, as before men-
tioned, that Joseph Smith was ordained a king
to reign over the House of Israel forever!™ Mr.
Law, who was officially connected with the Ee-
positor, was in position to know what was going
on within the inner circle of the Church, as he
was a member of the First Presidency.

The thirteenth resolution reads:

““That we call upon the honest in heart In the
Church, and throughout the world, to vindicate the
pure doctrine of Jesus Christ, whether set forth in
the Bible, Book of Mormon or Book of Covenants;
and we hereby withdraw the hand of fellowship from
all those who practise or teach doctrines contrary to
the above.”’

Mr. Law and others endeavored to maintain a
religious organization with a view to carrying
out this resolution, but because of the violent
opposition of the other Mormons had to desist.

The fourteenth resolution reads:

¥ Saints’ Herald, (R), Vol. 51, No. 4, Statement of Wm.
Marks,
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“‘That we hereby notify all those holding licenses
to preach the gospel, who know they are guilty of
teaching the doctrine of other Gods above the God
of this world; the plurality of wives; the uncondi-
tional sealing up against all crimes, save that of
gshedding of innocent blood; the mpoiling of the
gentiles, and all other doctrines, which are contrary
to the laws of God, to the laws of the country, to
cease preaching.’’

Nearly all these things were taught in the
new revelations which Smith had received. The
Utah Mormons have continued to stand by them,
while the Reorganized Church has been trying
to becloud the minds of the people with refer-
ence to them.

The fifteenth and last resolution reads:

““That in all our controversies in defense of truth
and righteousness, the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal; but mighty through God, to the pulling
down of the strongholds of Satan; that our strifes
are not against flesh or blood or bones; but against
principalities and power; against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.”

In the light of the subsequent history of Mor-
monism it may be clearly seen that all these
charges were made on the basis of fact. All
Mormons should know these facts.

Immediately after the publication of the Fa-
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positor the City Council was called by the
Mayor, Joseph Smith. Smith declared to the
council that “ He would rather die to-morrow
and have the thing smashed, than live and have
it go on, for it is exciting the spirit of mobocracy
amongst the people and bringing death and de-
struction upon us.” *
~ Councillor Hyrum Smith, his brother, said he
“believed the best way was to smash the press
and ¢ pi’ the type.” A resolution was passed by
the council to cause “said printing press to be
removed without delay, in such manner as he
shall direct.” Smith at once gave the order to
destroy the press and “pi” the type in the
street, and burn all E@positors, and if resistance
should be offered to demolish the house, etc.
The Mormons proceeded to carry out this
order. Returning from the destruction of the
Eaopositor, the crowd was met by Smith at the
door of his mansion, where he says, ¢ I told them
they had done right and that not a hair of their
headsshould be hurt forit . . . I then blessed
them in the name of the Lord.” * It has been
held by officials of the Reorganized Church that
Smith was not to blame for this drastic act that
probably cost him his life. The minutes of the
Council, published in the Mormon paper, The
Nauvoo Neighbor, June 19, 1844, shows very

® Nauvoo Neighbor, June 19, 1844.
® Millennsial Star, Vol. 23, p. 752.
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clearly that he was directly responsible. In the
same issue he declared :

“If then our charter gives us the power to decide
what shall be a nuisance and cause it to be removed,
where is the offenset . . . I Therefore, in be-
half of the Municipal Court of Nauvoo, warn the
lawless not to precipitate in any interference in our
affairs, for as sure as there is a God in Israel, we
ghall ride triumphant over all oppression.”’

Governor Ford, of Illinois, said :

“The whole proceedings of the Mayor, the Com-
mon Council, and the Municipal Court were irregular
and illegal, and not to be endured in a free coun-
t!'y. ”nn

In the Fopositor there appeared afidavits
from prominent persons to the effect that
Joseph and Hyrum Smith had taught them the
doctrine of polygamy. This and other evidence
we will consider in the succeeding chapter.

¥ Ford’s “ History of Illinois,” p. 335.
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MORMON POLYGAMY

HERE is no subject in connection with
Mormonism that has provoked so much
controversy and comment as polygamy.

The Utah Church openly and publicly acknowl-
edged their acceptance of this doctrine, after
having practiced it secretly and denying it in
their printed statements for years.

The Reorganized Church repudiates the doc-
trine and seeks to defend Mormonism, under the
leadership of Joseph Smith, from complicity in
the evil. The Reorganized Church boldly as-
serts: That “ There is not an authentic pub-
lished word ” that ever came from the pen or
~ tongue of Joseph Smith behind which a polyga-

mist can hide.’
Heman C. Smith, Church Historian, says:

" “There can be found no word in favor of plural
marriage in Church publieations issued before the
death of Joseph Smith, June 27, 1844.”*

* Pamphlet No. 600, “]. Smith in His Own Defense,” (R),

:;gampl\let, “Was J. Smith a Polygamist?” (R), July,
208
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In a pamphlet entitled “ An Open Letter to
the Clergy,” written by Mr. E. A. Smith, of the
Reorganized Church, he says:

“‘Behind the evil mask of Utah Mormonism is seen
the face of Brigham Young, not that of Joseph
Smith.

The so-called revelation sanctioning polygamy
found in Utah Editions of the Doectrine and Cove-
nants, while it bears the name of Joseph Smith, was
never published until eight years after his death, and
was then produced by Bngha.m Young. It is a
fradulent document.’’®

This pamphlet is now being circulated, espe-
cially among the clergy, in order to win favor
toward this sect of Mormonism. Will the facts
justify these assertions? They will not. Against
these statements we shall offer evidence quoted
directly from the publications of the time, prov-
ing conclusively that Joseph Smith, the Mormon
Prophet, did covertly, under the claim of a reve-
lation from God to him, teach the doctrine of
plurality of wives to leading officers and mem-
bers of the Mormon Church at Nauvoo, Illinois.
In the Nauvoo Ewpositor, published June 7,
1844, the following affidavit appears:

‘I hereby certify that Hyrum Smith, did read to
me a certain written document, which he said was a
revelation from God. He said he was with Joseph

$“An Open Letter to the Clergy,” p. 8
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when it was received. He afterwards gave me the
document to read, and I took it to my house and
read it and showed it to my wife and returned it the
next day. .

The revelation authorized certain men to have
more wives than one at a time, in this world and in
the world to come. It said this was the law and
commanded Joseph to enter into the law. Several
other items were in the revelation supporting the

above doctrines.' Wu. Law.”’
Mrs. Law, wife of William Law, gave the fol-
lowing sworn statement :

T certify that I read the revelation referred to in
the above affidavit of my husband. It sustained in
strong terms the doctrine of more wives than one at
a time, in this world and in the next. It authorized
some to have to the number of ten, and set forth that
those women who would not allow their husbands
more wives than one should be under condemna-
tion before God. JANE Law.”’

The following statement also appears in the
Eczpositor from a “ firm friend to the Prophet,”*
Elder Austin Cowles:

“To AL, WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN :
For as much as the public mind hath been much
agitated by a course of procedure in the Church of

¢ Mr. and Mrs. Ebenezer Robinson, prominent members of
the Reorganized Church, made a sworn statement, in 1873,
gnat Hyrum Smith taught them the doctrine of polygamy at
auvoo in I

*“Tullidge History,” p. 749.
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Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by a number of
persons declaring against certain doctrines and
practioes therein, it is but meet that I should give my
reasons, at least in part, as a cause that hath led me
to declare myself.

In the latter part of the summer, 1843, the
patriarch, Hyrum Smith, did, in the High Council
of which I was a member, introduce what he said
was a revelation given through the Prophet; that
the said Hyrum Smith did read said revelation in
said council; that according to his reading there
was contained the following doctrines:

1st. The sealing up of persons to eternal life,
against all sin, save that of shedding innocent blood
or consenting thereto; 2nd. The doctrine of plurality
of wives or marrying of virgins; that David and
Solomon had many wives, yet in this thing they
sinned not save in the matter of Uriah.

This revelation, with other evidence that the afore-
said heresies were taught and practised in the
Church, determined me to leave the office of first
counselor to the President of the Church at Nauvoo,
inasmuch as I dared not teach or administer such
laws. AvusTiN CowLzs.”’*

Nore.—* The doctrine of plurality of wives is a part of
our religion, and necessary for our exaltation in the eternal
world. Take unto yourselves more wives.” This was said
by Orson Pratt, Mormon Apostle. In obedience to it Fathers
have bound and whipped their daufhters. until they would
submit to marriage to some old polygamist. A chapter of
horrors might be written of the jealousies, quarrels, the
cruelties, and hatreds which never die, which have come

between polygamous wives in Utah. Although the Utah
Mormons claim they have abandoned the practice, they have

~ These Affidavits are in Nauvoo Espositor, June 7, 1844,
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by no means ceased to believe the principle of plural mar-
riage. If they were willing to abandon the practice of
polygamy on a word from their prophet, who shall say that
they may not resume it if a word shall come to that effect?
But they have never abandoned it.

Nore—We will attempt a critical examination of the
“ Revell)atifn o:lx1 %lmumhth ¢1>f Wivg\; purpottedN tguhave beend
given by Josepl ith July 12, 1 at Nauvoo, Illinois, an
later, in 1852, made public by the in Utah. As a
means of identification, some items in the brief description

given at the time are here offered:

EXTRACTS FROM THE
REVELATION

Verily thus saith the Iord
unto you my servant Joseph,
that inasmuch as yos have
tnquired of my hand, to know
and understand wherein, I,
the Lord, justified my serv-
ants, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob; as also Moses, David
and Solomon, my servants as
touching the principle and
doctrine of their having many
wives, and concubines:
hold! and lo, I am the Lord
thy God and will answer thee
%s touching this matter.—

ar. I.

Therefore prepare thy heart
to receive and obey the in-
structions which I am about
to give unto you . . for
no one can reject this cove-
nant and be permitted to
enter into my glory.—Par. 1.

I have appointed unto my
servant Joseph to hold this
power in the last days and
there is never but one on the
earth at a time, on whom this
power and the keys of this

riesthood are conferred.—

ar. 3,

STATEMENTS MADE
CONCERNING IT

“Referred to the revela-
tion read to the High Council
of the Church, which has
caused so much talk about a
multiplicity of wives; that
said revelation was in answer
to @ question concerning
things which transpired in
former days, and had no ref-
erence to the present time.”

: Hyrum SMmiTH.

“It said this was the law
and commandzd Joseph to
enter into the law.”

Wu. Law.

“And also that He (Jo-

seph) should administer to
others.” Wi Law.
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Therefore when they are
out of the world, they
neither marry nor are givem
in marriage,but are appointed
Angels in heaven, which An-
gels are ministering servants,
to minister for those who are
worthy of a far more, and an
exceeding, and an eternal
weight of glory; for these
Angels did not abide my low,
therefore they cannot be en-
larged but remain separately,
and singly, without exalta-
tion.—Par. 4.

I say unto you, if a man
marry a wife, and make a
covenant with her for time,
and for all eternity, if that
covenant is not by me, or by
my word which is my law,

“That on enquiring con-
cerning the passage in the
resurrection concerning‘They
neither marry nor are given
i marriage,’ etc., he received
for answer,—Men in this life
must marry in view of eter-
nity, otherwise they must re-
main as Angels, or be single
sn heaven, which was the
amount of the revelation re-
ferred to."—JoskpH SMITH.

“They make a criminality,
for a man to have a wife on
the earth while he has one in
heaven, according to the keys
of the Holy Priesthood.”

JosEPH SMITH.

and is not sealed by the Hc;l{

Spirit of promise, throu
him, whom I have anointed
and appointed unto this power
. . . when they are out of
the world it cannot be re-
ceived there, because the An-
gels and the Gods are ap-
pointed there, by whom they
cannot pass.—Par. §.

And if ye abide in my
covenant and commit no mur-
der whereby to shed innocent
blood, it shall be done unto
them in all things whatsoever
my servant hath put upon
them, in time and through all
eternity; and shall be of full
force when they are out of
the world, and they shall &a;s
by the Angels, and the s
which are set there, to their
exaltation and glory.—Par. 6.

“Hyrum Smith did essay
to read the said revelation in
the said Council ; that accord-
ing to his reading, there was
contained the following doc-
trines: 1st. The sealing up of
persons to eternal life, against
all sin, save that of shedding
innocent blood or of consent-
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Then shall they be Gods,
because they have o end;
therefore shall they be from
everlasting to everlasting . . .
then shall they be Gods
cause they have all power,
and the Angels are subject
unto them.—Par. 7.

Verily, verily I say unto
you except ye abide my law,
ye cannot attain to this glory;
for strait is the gate, and
narrow the way that leadeth
unto the exaltation.—Par. 8.

Then shall they be Gods,
because they have no end;
. . . Then shall they be
Gods, because they have all
power and the Angels are
subject unto them.—Par. 7.

Go ye therefore and do the
works of Abraham; enter ye
into my law, and ye shall be
saved. But if ye enter not
into my law, ye cannot receive
the promises of my Father,
which he made unto Abra-
ham.—Par. 12,

David also received many
wives and concubines as also
Solomon . . . and in none
of these things did he sin
against me, save in the case
of Uriah.—Par. 14 and 15.

Verily, verily I say unto
you, that whatsoever you seal
on earth, shall be sealed in
heaven.—Par. 17.

211

“The _revelation is, the
more wives and children a
man has in this world, the
more honor and glory he will
have in the eternal world.
They will sit on thrones and
have dominion—creating and
redeeming worlds.”

WARSAW SIGNAL.

“Therefore when the doc-
trine of Polygamy was in-
troduced into the Church as
a principle of exaltation, 1
took a decided stand against
it.” Wu. MARks.

“They (Joseph and
Hyrum) have introduced false
and damnable doctrines into
the Church, such as plurality,
of Gods> EXPOSITOR.

“ Brother Joseph has a rev-
elation from God that it is
lawful and right for a man to
have two wives; for as it was
in the days of Aoraham, so
it shall be in these days.”

MarrHYy H. BROTHERTON.

“‘That David and Solomon
had many wives yet in this
thing they sinned not, save in
the matter of Uriah.”

AustiNn CowLes.

“1f there is any sin in it I
will answer for it before
God; and I have the keys of
the Kingdom and whatever I
bind on earth is bound in
heaven . . . and if you
will accept of Brigham you
will be blessed.”

Martay H, BROTHERTON.
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JIf any man espouse a “and. The doctrine of
virgis, and desire to espouse plurality of wives or marry-
another, and the first give her ing of virgins.”
eonseud:;u:’dtllfnheesponpeghe AvustiNn Cowrzs.
second, an y are virgiss,
and have vowed to no other
man, then is he justified—

Par. 24.
And if he have ten “ It authorized some to have
iven unto him by this law, to the number of tes.”
cannot commit adultery Jaxe Law.
for they belong to him.—Par.
24

If anr man have a wife “Set forth that those
who holds the keys of this women who would not allow
power and he teaches unto their husbands more wives
her the laws of my priest- than one should be under
hood, as pertaining to these comdemmation before God.”
things, then shall she believe, JANE Law.
and adminster unto him, or

she shall be destroyed, saith

the Lord your God.—Par. 25.

These statements indicate clearly to all, except those who
“prefer” to believe otherwise, that this revelation now
pronounced by the Reorganized Church as a “ fraudulent
document” was known to all these persons in the days of
Joseph Smith. All these statements are in the published
records of that date and they cannot be denied. The revela-
tion was not written until some time after it had been given.
There is no disagreement between it and the common under-
stba:ding which was had concerning it by those who knew
about it. .

These afidavits do not appear in the history
of the Reorganized Church. In fact, they are
known to only a very small percentage of the
membership. A comparison of the revelation
on polygamy, given in July, 1843, and published
in 1852, will show how perfectly the revelation
answers to these brief descriptions. Represent-

¥“ Doctrine and Covenants,” (U), sec. 132,
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atives of the Reorganized Ohurch have been
very careless in the way they have tried to cover
over and hide this shameful iniquity.

A recent pamphlet, widely advertised, en-
titled “ A Nineteenth Century Prophet and His
Work,” says:

‘‘Seldom, if ever, is it made clear that Utah Mor-
monism and polygamy were distortions developed
after the death of Smith in 1844, And that the
‘Mormon’ Church, with its theology, morals, prac-
tices, and ideals has been repudiated in the United
States Courts as not being the continuation of and
successor to ¢ the original work of Joseph Smith,’
and declared to be an ‘apostate and secessionist
body net entitled to the rights and properties of the
original church. This being the case, it is clear that
the man and his work must be judged quite apart
from Mormonism and what Mormonism popularly
stands for.”’*

But the trouble is, this is not the case! The
evidence shows that polygamy was the leading
“ distortion ” before as well as after 1844. Such
a statement as the above cannot stand in the
light of the truth. The Utah Mormons did not
contest the actions of the United States Courts
referred to. The evidence was e» parte. In the
case of one of these courts, the Judge, Mr. Phil-
ips, told the author that he had made his deci-

8¢ A Nineteenth Century Prophet and His Work.” Pam-
phlet (R).
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sion “ On the basis of the evidence that had been

presented to me.” There are very important

matters in evidence that he had not reviewed.
Also note the following assertion:

¢ Not till 1852 was there any mention made of any
such revelation, for the best of reasons: it was not in
existence,

It was first produced at a conference in Salt Lake
City, Utah, August, 1852, but dated back to 1843.
This would make it appear abortive—given in 1843
and not made public until nine years later.’”*

Not only do we have mention made of this
revelation in the Ewopositor, but by recent
searching we have found mention of it in an
official Mormon paper, and that too before the
death of Smith. Upon the publication of the
Eapositor, the whole city of Nauvoo was in an
uproar of excitement. The people in the sur-
rounding country had for some time believed
that the Mormons were guilty of the violation of
the sacred marriage relation, now the rumors
were officially confirmed. Under such condi-
tions the City Council, hastily called, was pre-
sided over by Joseph Smith, the Mayor. The
minutes of the Council was published in The
Nauvoo Neighbor, over the signature of the
clerk, on June 19, 1844.”

*Zion’s Ensign, Independence, Mo., February 6, 1913.

® The same may be found also in Millennial Star, Vol. 23,
PP. 754, 770, 816,
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These statements show that the Mormon lead-
ers were at last caught in their barbarous
schemes. Note how they equivocate under the
pressure of the charges made:

‘¢ Councillor H. Smith—referred to the revelation
read to the High Council of the Church, which has
caused so much talk about a multiplicity of wives,
that said revelation was in answer to a question
concerning things which transpired in former days,
and had no reference to the present time.’’ "

The Mayor, Joseph Smith, said:

““They make a criminality for a man to have a
wife on the earth while he has one in heaven, ac-
cording to the keys of the holy priesthood . . &
that he had never preached the revelation in private
as he had in public—had not taught it to the
anointed in the Church in private, which statement
many present confirmed.

that on inquiring concerning the passage in the
. resurrection concerning, ¢ They neither marry nor
are given in marriage,’ ete., he received for an-
swer,—men in this life must marry in view of eter-
nity, otherwise they must remain as angels, or be
single in heaven, which was the amount of the revela-

 Nauvoo Neighbor, June 19, 1844. Nore.—There is no
mention of this paper in the history published by the Re-
organized Church. It a; rs that its existence has only
recently come to light. e first quotation from it appears
in Journal of History, (R), October, 1914, D. 453.
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tion referred to, and the Mayor spoke at considerable
length of explanation of this principle.”’®

Here, in this time of excitement, confronted
by the evidence of their iniquity, these brothers
in the flesh and confederates in licentiousness
contradict each other. One says it has no refer-
ence to the present time, the other gives it all
away by saying, “ Men in this life must marry
in view of eternity, otherwise they must remain
as angels, or 