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few read. Young published but a single revelation,
yet established a city which was outwardly a model
of thrift and industry. Mormonism might never
have started without a visionary founder such as
Joseph Smith, but Young had mere public influ-
ence when he usurped the headship of the church
and disregarded its mystic functions. Smith may
have seen visions of gold plates, but Young, with-
out dabbling in the occult, amassed a fortune
estimated at four million dollars. He did not at-
tempt to exorcise evil spirits but he knew the value
of a shot-gun in keeping out the invading Gentiles.
if Smith was a faith healer, Young was a financier;
if the former suggested the tithing of the faithful,
the latter developed it with such success that even
federal legislation against polygamy was blocked.
If Smith boasted that he would ‘become the second
Mohammed to this generation,’ it was Young who
was the real founder of a ‘despotic and religious
empire.’ But the development of Mormonism is be-
yond the scope of this study, for another has at last
told with thoroughness and impartiality the strange
story of the Mormons,”—how Young received the
mantle of the prophet and a number of his wives,
how he put down all rivals, including Joseph Smith
the third, how he prepared for the long march

# William Alexander Linn, ¢ The Story of the Mormons,’ New
York, 1902, ;
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across the plains, how he founded the state of
Deseret, defied the national government, taught
blood atonement, instigated the Mountain Meadows
massacre and left behind him a hierarchy with a
power as yet unbroken, a theocracy with ambi-
tions to political dominance, a theology with po-
lygamy as a still living doctrine.
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Tue following 200 odd works have been con-
sulted for this study. They comprise selections
from a card catalogue of about 1200 titles, which I
have compiled from recent church catalogues at
home and abroad, and also from such bibliographies
as are given by Bancroft, Berrian, Bertrand, Burton,
Callahan, Stenhouse and Woodward.

The notable public collections of Mormoniana in
America are four in number:—The Church Ar-
chives at Salt Lake City; Government publications at
Washington; the Berrian Collection, New York
Public Library, rich in first editions and rare publica-
tions of the early Church; the Collection of the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin at Madison;
which has been of late augmented by the loan of
the private collection of Mr. A. T. Schroeder, late of.
Salt Lake City, embracing 448 books, 43 bound

M5
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