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not be taken from the earth nor given to another people, but that
the kingdoms of this world should become the kingdoms of our
God and His Christ. We have the Bible, the Book of Mormon,
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and other relations of God
to this effect. Either this is the kingdom of God or it is not the
kingdom of God. If it is not the kingdom of God, then are we
like the rest of mankind. Our faith is vain, our works are vain,
and we are in the same condition of ignorance with regard to the
gospel and the purposes of God as the rest of the world. There
are tens of thousands throughout these valleys who know that
this is the kingdom of God. They know this by the revelations of
Jesus Christ. It is not the testimony of another man that gives
me the knowledge for myself. If I had not the testimony of truth
for myself I would not be qualified to build up this kingdom.
There is no man nor woman qualified to build up the kingdom of
God if they have not the testimony of truth for themselves. I
will say to this congregation, Jew and Gentile, believer and unbe-
liever, that this is the great kingdom spoken of by Daniel, the
common cement of the Zion of our God, which every prophet
has spoken of who has referred to the Zion in the last days. The
Lord has sworn by himself because he could swear by no greater,
that he will establish it in the latter days.”
(Journal of Discourses, Vol. II, P. 245.)

Bisaops’ Courr.

Evidence was also introduced showing that the Bishops’
courts of the church exercised judicial functions to the extent of
rendering judgments and annulling and modifying judgments
rendered by the civil court. It is contended, however, that they
have no power of enforcing their judgments except by excom-
munication or other like means. This is perhaps true, but with
a people so completely under the control of their leaders as the
members of this church are, this method is in many, if not in
most cases, as effectual as an execution or other process of the
civil courts. The following are samples of the procedure in the
Bishops’ court: .
“Salt Lake City, Utah, Nov, 20, 1889.

“Brother Otto Van Ostrum:—You are hereby notified to at-
tend a Bishop’s court to be held in the Sixteenth Ward school
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house, Salt Lake City, on Friday evening, Nov. 22, 1889, at seven
o’clock, to answer the following charge, which has been preferred
against you: Salt Lake City, Oct. 30, 1889. To Bishop F. Kess-
ler: Dear Brother :—I hereby prefer a charge against Otto Van
Ostrum, a member of the Sixteenth Ward, for unchristianlike
conduct in enforcing a contract to exchange property between us
through the United States Commissioner’s Court, before my wife
had agreed to the transaction, and before I fully understood the
nature of the contract, through my limited knowledge of the En-
glish language. And also for being about to sell a portion of my
property by marshal’s sale to satisfy damages which he has never
sustained, as neither him nor I were in the least injured by the
failure of the exchange. The time of the sale having been ad-
vertised for Nov. 16th, I would respectfully ask that a hearing
may be had before you in this case as early as possible.
“(Signed) G. L. JENSEN.

“Do not fail to appear with your testimony prepared for in-
vestigation of the above charge,
“By order of Bishop F. Kessler and Council.
"“GEO. R. EMERY, Ward Clerk.

“N. B. If you do not appear or send a justifiable excuse for

your absence, this case will be heard and acted upon whether you

are present or not. G.R.E.
“Salt Lake City, Jan. 24, 1887.

“We, the Bishop and Council of the Fourth Ward, after due
deliberation, render the following judgment in the case of Joseph
Snowden vs. Chas. Williams: The interest now due, amounting
to $178, is to be paid on the 15th day of April, 1887; $400 of the
principal and $42.50 be paid on the 24th day of July, 1887; the
remaining $450 principal and $22.50 (interest on $450 for six
months at 10 per cent per annum) to be paid on the 24th day of
January, 1888. ,
“HARRISON SPERRY, Bishop;
“THOMAS CORLESS and
“CHARLES KNIGHT, Counselors;
“W. F. SMITH, Clerk.”

’
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I think there can be no question but that the church claims
and exercises the right to control its members in temporal as
well as spiritual affairs.

BLooD ATONEMENT.

\

The evidence also shows that blood atonement is one of the
doctrines of the church under which, for certain offences the of-
fender shall suffer death as the only means of atoning for his
transgression, and that any member of the church has the right
to shed his blood.

"~ In a discourse delivered Sept. 21, 1856, Brigham Young
said:

“There are sins which men commit for which they cannot
receive forgiveness in this world or in that which is to come; and
if they had their eyes open to their true condition they would be
perfectly willing to have their blood spilt upon the ground, that
the smoke thereof might ascend to heaven as an offering for their
sins; whereas: if such is not the case, they will stick to them
and remain upon them in the spirit world. I know when you
hear my brethren telling about cutting people off from the
earth, that you consider it is strong doctrine; but it is to save
them,~ It is true that the blood of the Son of God was shed for
sins through the fall, and those committed by men, yet man can
commit sins which it never can remit. As it was in ancient days
so it is in our days, and though the principles are taught pub-
licly from this stand,. still the people do not understand them.
Yet the law is precisely the same. There are sins that can be
atoned for by an offering upon an altar as in ancient days, and
there are sins that the blood of a lamb or of a calf or of turtle
doves cannot remit; but they must be atoned for by the blood of a
man. That is the reason why men talk to you as they do from this
stand. They understand the doctrine, and throw out a few words
about it. You have been taught that doctrine, but you did not un-
derstand.”

And again, on the 8th day of February, 1857, in a discourse
in the Tabernacle, President Young used the following language:
(See Deseret News, Vol. 6, p. 397.)

“But now I say in the name of the Lord, that if this people
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will sin no more; but faithfully live their religion, their sins will
be forgiven them without taking of life. You are aware that
when Brother Cummings came to the point of loving our neigh-
bors, he could say yes or no as the case might be. That is true;
but I want to connect it with the doctrine you have heard in the
Bible. When will we love our neighbors as ourselves? In the
first place, Jesus said that no man hateth his own flesh. It is ad-
mitted by all, every person loves himself. Now, if we do rightly
love ourselves, we want to be saved and continue to exist; we
want to go into the kingdom where we can enjoy eternity and see
no more sorrow and death. This is the desire of every person who
believes in God. Now, take a person in this congregation who
has knowledge with being saved in the kingdom of our God and
our Father, and being an exalted one who knows and under-
stands the principles of eternal life, and sees the beauty and ex-
cellency of the eternities when compared with the vain and fool-
ish things of the world, and suppose he is overtaken in a gross
~ fault, and he has committed a sin which he knows will deprive
him of that exaltation which he desires and that he cannot at-
tain to it without the shedding of his blood, and also knows that
by having his blood shed he will atone for that sin and be saved
and exalted with the gods. Is there a man or woman in this
house but what would say: ‘Shed my blood that I may be saved
and exalted with the gods’? All mankind love themselves and
let these principles be known by an individual and he would be
glad to have his blood shed. That would be loving themselves
unto an eternal exaltation. Will you love your brothers and sis-
ters likewise when they have committed a sin that cannot be
atoned for without the shedding of their blood? Will you
love that man or woman well enough to shed their blood ? That
is what Jesus meant. He never told a man or woman to love their
enemies in their wickedness. He never intended such things. A1
could refer you to plenty of instances where men have been
righteously slain in order to atone for their sins. I have seen
scores and hundreds of people for, whom.there would have been
a chance'in the last resurrection if their lives had been taken and
their blood spilt upon the ground as a smoking incense to the
Almighty, but who are now angels to the devil, until our elder
brother, Jesus Christ, raises them up, conquers death, hell and
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the grave. I have known a great many men who have left the
church for whom there is no chance whatever for exaltation, but
if their blood had been spilled it would have been better for them.
The wickedness and ignorance of the nation forbid this principle
being in full force. But the time will come when the law of God
will be in full force. This is loving our neighbors as ourselves.
If he needs help, help him; and if he needs salvation, and it is
necessary to spill his blood upon the ground in order that he may
be saved, spill it. Any of you who understand the principles of
eternity, if you have sinned a sin requiring the shedding of blood,
accept the sin unto death, would not be satisfied nor rest until
your blood should be spilled that you might gain that salvation
you desire. That is the way to love mankind.” °

President Jedediah M. Grant delivered a discourse March
12, 1854, on the subject that he calls “Covenant Breakers,” that
is, those who leave the Mormon Church, in which he used the
following language:

“Then what ought this meek people, who keep the com- .
mandments of God to do unto them? ‘Nay,’ says one, ‘they
ought to pray to the Lord to kill them.” I want to know if you
would wish the Lord to come down, and do all your dirty work?
Many of the Latter Day Saints will pray and petition and sup-
plicate the Lord to do a thousand things they themselves would
be ashamed to do. When a man prays for a thing, he ought to
be willing to perform it himself; but-if the Latter Day Saints
should put to death the Covenant Breakers, it would try the faith
of the very meek, just and pious ones among them. It would
cause a great deal of whining in Israel. Then therc was an-
other old commandment. The Lord commanded them not to
pity the person whom they killed, but to execute the law of God
upon persons worthy of death. This should be done by - the
entire congregation, showing no pity. I have thought there
would have to be quite a revolution among the Mormons before
such a commandment could be obeyed completely by them. The
Mormons have a great deal of sympathy. For instance, if they
can get a man before a tribunal administering the law of the
land, and succeed in getting a rope around his neck and having
him done up like a dead dog, it is all right, but if the church and
kingdom of God should step forth and execute the law of God,
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Oh what a burst of Mormon sympathy it would cause. I wish
we were in a situation favorable to our doing that which is jus-
tifiable before God without any contaminating influence of Gen-
tile amalgamation, laws and traditions, that the people of God
might lay the ax to the root of the tree, and every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit might be hewn down. What! Do
you think people would do right and keep the law of God by
actually putting to death the transgressors? Putting to death the
Covenant Breakers would exhibit the law of God no matter by
whom it was done. That is my opinion. You talk of the doings
of the different governments, the United States if you please.
What do they do with traitors? What mode do they adopt to
punish them? Do traitors to that government forfeit their lives?
Examine also the doings of other earthly governments on this
point and you will find the same practice universal. I am not
aware that there are any exceptions, but people will look in the
books of theology and argue that the people of God have a right
to try people for fellowship, but they have no right to try them on
property or life. That makes the devil laugh, saying ‘I have
got them on a hook now. They can cut them off and I will put
eight or ten spirits worse than they are into their tabernacles,
and send them back to meb them.””

(Deseret News, July 27, 1854.)

Referring to the right of the church to shed the blood of
those who apostatized, Brigham Young, in an address delivered.
in the Tabernacle March 27, 1853, found in Vol. 1, Journal of
Discourses, p. 81, used the following language:

“I will tell you a dream that I had last night. I dreamed that
I was in the midst of a people who were dressed in rags and tat-
ters. They had turbans upon their heads, and they were also
hanging in tatters. The rags were of many colors, and when
the people moved they were all in motion. Their object ap-
peared to be to attract attention. Said they to me, ‘We are Mor-
mons, Brother Young.’” ‘No, you are not,’ I replied. ‘But we
have been,” said they; and they began to jump and caper about
and dance, and their rags of many colors were all in motion to
attract the attention of the people. I said ‘You are no saints; you
are a disgrace to them.’ Said they, ‘We have been Mormons.’
By and by along came some acrobats, and they greeted them
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with ‘How do you do, sir? I am very sorry to see you.’ They
kept on that way for an hour. I felt ashamed of them for they
were in my eyes a disgrace to Mormonism. Then I saw two
ruffians, whom I knew to be robbers and murderers, and they
crept into a bed where one of my wives and children were. T
said “You that call yourselves brethren, tell me, is this the fashion
among you? They said, ‘But they are good. They are gentle-
men.” With that I took my large bowie knife that I used to wear
as a bosom pin at Nauvoo and cut one of their throats from ear
to ear, saying, ‘Go to hell across lots.” The other one said ‘You
dare not serve me so.’ I instantly sprang at him, seized him by
the hair of the head, bringing him down, I cut his throat and sent
him after his comrade. Then told them both if they would be-
have themselves, they should yet live, but if they did not I would
unjoint their necks. At this I awoke. I say rather than apos-
tates should flourish here, I will unsheath my bowie knife and
conquer or die (Great commotion in' the congregation and a
simultaneous burst of feeling assenting to the declaration). Now
you nasty apostates, clear out or judgment will be put to the line
and righteousness to the plummet. (Voices generally, ‘Go it, Go
it’) If you say it is right, raise your hands. (All hands up.)
Let us call upon the Lord to assist us in this and every good
work.”

An effort was made to,show that blood atonement, as
preached by Brigham Young, and Jedediah Grant is not now
the doctrine of the church, and a pamphlet containing an address
on this subject by Elder Chas. W. Penrose, in October, 1884, was
offered in evidence, but in this pamphlet Mr. Penrose sustains
the doctrine of blood atonemient as preached by Brigham Young
and President Grant.

On page 18 of the pamphlet, containing the address of Mr.
Penrose, referring to the blood atonement, he uses the following
language: _ ‘

“Now, according to the doctrine of President Brigham
Young, the blood of Jesus Christ, as I have shown you, atoned
for the original sin, and for sins that men commit, and yet
there are sins which men commit for which they cannot receive
any benefit through the shedding of Christ’s blood. Is that a




79

true doctrine? It is true, if the Bible is true. . That is Bible doc-
trine.”

Again on page 36 he says:

“Now, Brother Jedediah M. Grant and Brigham Young
because of the transgression of the people, spoke as I have
quoted. This was the time of the reformation and the fears of
evil doers was worked upon to induce reform, and hence the
" strong language used at that time. Do we need the same lan-
guage now? I hope not; but if there was any need of it, it
would be just as applicable now as then.” '

And again on page 43 he uses the following language:

“These are some of the ideas entertained by the Latter Day
Saints on the subject of blood atonement. After baptized per-
sons have made sacred covenants with God and then committed
deadly sins, the only atonement they can make is the shedding
of their blood. At the same time, because of the laws of the
land and the frejudice of the nation, and the ignorance of the
world, this law cannot be carried out, but when the time comes
that the law of God should be in full force upon the earth, then
this penalty will be inflicted for those crimes committed by per-
sons under covenant not to commit them.”

FEELING TowARrDs THE GOVERNMENT.

As to the feeling of the members of the Mormon Church
toward the government of the United States, the evidence dis-
closes a condition of things greatly to be deplored. Brigham
Young was the first governor of the territory, and for years re-
sisted. all attempts of the authorities to install the proper officers
for carrying on the territorial government, unless men of his
own selection should be appointed.” He claimed the right to say
who the officers should be, and the President of the United
States finally found it necessary to send an army to Utah. Re-
ferring to the sending of troops. here, Brigham Young, in a
speech in this city on Sunday, April 13, 1857, said:

“I do not often get angry, but when T do I am righteously
angry, and the bosom of the Almighty burns with anger toward
those scoundrels, and they shall be consumed in the name of
Israel’s God. We have borne enough of their oppression and
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hellish abuse, and we will not bear any more of it, for there is
no just law requiring further forbearance on our part, and I am
not going to have troops here to protect the priests and the hell-
ish rabble in efforts to drive us from the land we possess, for the
Lord does not want us to be driven, and has said: ‘If you will as-
sert your rights and keep my commandments, you shall never
again be brought into bondage by your enemies * * * If you
do your duty in this respect, you need not be afraid of mobs nor
of forces sent out in violation of the very genius of our free in-
stitutions holding you until mobs kill you. -~ Mobs? Yes, for
where is there the least particle of authority, either in our con-
stitution or laws, for sending troops here, or even for appointing
civil officers contrary to the voluntary consent of the governed?
We came here without any help from our enemies and we in-
tend to stay here as long as we please. They say that their army
is legal and I say that such a statement is as false as hell and that
they are as rotten as a pumpkin that has been frozen seven times
and then melted in a harvest sun. Come on with your thousands
of illegally appointed troops, and I will promise you in the name
of Israel’'s God that you shall melt away like the snow before
a July sun * * * We are not to be persecuted as we have been.
We can say, ‘Come as a mob and we will sweeten you up right
suddenly.’” They never did anything against Joseph until they
had ostensibly legalized a mob, and I shall treat their army and
every armed company that attempts to come here, as a mob. (The
congregation responded, Amen.) You might as well tell me
that you can make hell into a powder house as to tell me that you
could get an army in here and have peace. I intend to tell them
and show them this if they don’t keep away. By taking this
course you will find that every man and woman feels happy and |
they say: ‘All right, all is well” And I say that our enemies shall
not slip the bow on the Old Bright’s neck again.”

Referring to the same subject, President Heber C. Kimball,
in August, 1857, delivered a discourse in this city, found in Vol.
5, p. 138 of the Journal of Discourses, in which he used the fol-
lowing language:

“Will the President in the chair of state be tipped from his
seat? Yes, he will die an untimely death, and God Almighty
will curse him, and he will also curse his successor if he takes
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the same stand, and he will curse all those that are his coadju-
tors and all who sustain him. What for? For coming here to
destroy the kingdom of God and the prophets and apostles and
inspired men and women, and God Almighty will curse them, and
I curse them, in the name of the Lord Jesus: Christ, according
to'my calling; and if there is any virtue in my calling, they shall
be cursed, every man that lifts his heel against us from this time
forth.” - ‘

Elder Orson Hyde, in a discourse delivered in this city, and
found in the Deseret News, Vol. 7, p. 275, used the following lan-
guage:

“The last Eastern mail, I think, brought me a
pamphlet or- tract written by Elder Orson Pratt at Liv-
erpool, England.  Subject, ‘Gathering 'of the Saints and
building up of the Kingdom of God. The whole mat-
ter is handled in a masterly way, free from blind ob-
scurity, unchecked and unrestrained by fear, and untrammeled
by the religious or political dogmas of the age. It is the product
of a clear head, of a strong heart, and of an unflinching hand.
In short, it is heaven’s eternal truth. I do exceedingly regret
havihg mislaid it for I would like to send it to Senator Douglas
with a request that he read it faithfully before he applies the
knife to cut out the ‘loathsome ulcer.” Having read it then, if
he shall be disposed and able to cut out, cut away, and carve up
to suit his own peculiar appetite and that also of his friends.
Will some person having said tract or pamphlet be kind enough
to mail it to Hon. Steven A. Douglas, Washington, D. C.? But
let all men, however, know that if what the honorable gentleman
calls the ‘loathsome ulcer’ be cut out, according to his views and
suggestions, the United States will be cut off from being a na-
tion and her star of empire set, and set in blood?”. :

In September, 1857, Brigham Young, in an address’ deliv-
ered in this-city and found in Vol. 5, Journal of Discourses,
used the following language: :

~“There cannot be a more damnable, dastardly order than
was issued by the administration of this people while they were
in an Indian country in 1846. Before we left Nauvoo, no less
than two United States senators came to receive a pledge from

6
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us that we would leave the United States, and then while we
were doing our best to leave their borders, the poor, low, de-
graded curses sent a requisition for five hundred of our men to
go and fight their battles, That was President Polk, and he is
now weltering in hell with old Zachariah Taylor, where the pres-
ent administrators will soon be if they do not repent. * * * Liars
have reported that this people have committed treason, and upon
their lies the President has ordered troops to aid in officering
this Territory, and if thcse officers are like many who have pre-
viously been sent here, and we have reasce *o believe that they
are, or they would not come when they know :hat they are not
wanted ; they are poor, miserable, black-legs, broken down po-
litical hacks, robbers and whore-mongers, men that are not for
civilized society, so they dragoon them upon us for officers. I
feel that I won’t bear such cussed treatment and that is enough
to say, for we are just as free as the mountain air * * * There
is high treason in Washirigton, ‘and if the law was carried out,
it would hang up many of them, and the very act of James K.
Polk, in having five hundred of our men, while we were making
our way out of the country, under an agreement forced upon us,
would have hung him between the heavens and the earth if the
laws had been faithfully carried out. And now, if they can
send a force against this people, we have every constitutional and
legal right to send them to hell, and we calculate to send them
there * * * * Qur enemies had better count the cost, for if they
continue the job they will want to let it out to subcontractors be-
fore they get half through with it. If they persist in sending
troops here, I want the people of the West and the East to under-
stand that it will not be safe for them to cross the plains.”

Whether such language as the above instigated the Moun-
tain Meadows ‘Massacre, or whether that horrible butchery was
‘done by direct command of Brigham Young, will probably
never be known, but it is a part of the history of this Territory
that about that time a party of peaceful immigrants, who were
passing through Utah, on their way to California, consisting of
about 130 men, women and children, were mercilessly butchered
by men under the command of John D. Lee and Captain Dame,
both Mormons in high standing. ‘
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JupGe CrADLEBAUGH’S ORDER.

On the fourth day of April, 1859, Judge Cradlebaugh
caused the following order to be entered on the records of his
court, towit: :

“This court has sought diligently and faithfully to do its
duty, to administer the laws of the United States and of this
Territory. It could have no other object. But at every turn it
has had to encounmter difficulties and embarrassments. Men
high in authority in the Mormon Church, as well as men holding
civil authority under the Territorial government, seem to have
conspired to obstruct the course of public justice and to cripple
the earnest efforts of the court. The whole community presents
a united and organized opposition to ‘the preper administration
of justice. Every art and every expedient have been employed
to cover up and conceal crimes committed by Mormons. Wit-
nesses have been prevented by threats of violence from obeying
the summons of this court; others that have testified have been
driven to seek safety im the protection of the TUnited States
troeps statiomed near here—who it is proper to say are here on
the requisition of the court, and for whose presence the court is
responsible. The absolute necessity of having those troops here
has been duly demonstrated by all that has transpired during the
session of the court. To crown all, the grand jury, sworn to per-
form a high public duty, has lent itself as a willing instrument to
this organized opposition to the laws of the country and refused
to meet its obligations. A most willing inclination has been man-
ifested to prosecute Indians and other persons, not Mormons, for
their offenses’ while Mormon murderers and thieves are allowed
to go unpunished. This court has determined, as its action man-
ifests, that it will not be used for this community for its protec-
tion alone, but that it will do justice to all. Not being able to do
this, the court now adjourns without day.

“(Signed.) JNO. CRADLEBAUGH,
Judge Second Judicial District.”
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WOODRUFF'S PRAYER,

" Counsel for applicants, however, contend that the feelings of
the people of the Mormon Church toward the government have
undergone a change, and that in later years the former feeling
of hostility has disappeared, or become greatly modified. The
evidence, however, does not sustain this claim. In January,
1877, at the dedication of the St. George Temple, Wilford
Woodruff, who is now President of the Church, prayed for the
destruction of the government in the following language, towit:

-“Therefore, O Lord our God, we pray that thou wilt give
thy people faith that we may claim this blessing of thee, the
Lord of Hosts; thou wilt lay thy hand upon thy servant Brig-
ham unto the renewal of his body, and the healing of all his in-
firmities, and the lengthening out of his days and years. Yea,
O Lord, may he live to behold the inhabitants of Zion united and
enter into the holy order of God, and keep the celestial law, that
they may be justified before thee. May he live to behold Zion
redeemed and successfully fight thy devils, visible and invisible,
that make war upon thy saints. May he live to behold other
temples built and dedicated unto thy name and accepted of thee,
O Lord, our God. And we pray thee, our Father in Heaven, in
the name of Jesus Christ, if it can be consistent with thy will that
thy servant Brlgham may stand in the flesh to behold the nation
which now occupies the land upon which, thou, Lord, has said
the Zion of God should stand in the latter days; that nation which
shed the blood of prophets and saints, which cry unto God day
and night for vengeance; that nation which is making war
against God and his Christ; that nation whose sins and wicked-
ness and abominations are ascending up before God and .the
heavenly hosts, which causeth all eternity to be pained and the
heavens to weep like the falling rain:—Yea, O Lord, that he may
live to see that nation, if it will not repent, broken in pieces like
a potter’s vessel and swept from off the face of the earth, as with
the besom of destruction, as were the Jeredites and Nephites; that
the land of Zion may cease to groan under the wickedness and
abominations of men.”
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THE WELLS DEMONSTRATION

In M ay, 1879, one Mlles was-on trial in th:s court for polyg-'
amy. Daniel H. Wells, one of the presidents of the church, was
duly called as a witness, and on refusing to answer a question
propounded to him concerning the records of marriages in the
Endowment 'House, was committed to prison for contempt of
court. ‘On being released, a procession, variously estimated by
the' witnesses at from,two thousand to ten thousand Mormon peo-

ple, headed by the City Councxl and Fire Department, escorted
him from the prison through the streets of the city to the Tab-
emacle, where a meeting of eight thousand or ten thousand peo-
ple was held, and speeches were made endorsmg_h;; conduct. As
the procession moved up Main street the American flag was
dragged in the dust, and a large banner was carried by little
gxrls on which were inscribed the words, “We will uphold polyg-
amy.” ‘As the procession passed the building where the Dis-
trict Court was being held the people gave vent to their feelings
by hooting and. jeering and hissing. At the meeting in the Tab-
ernacle banners were numerous on which was inscribed, such
sentiments.as the. following: ' ‘ '

“The-nineteenth century is too late for religious pains and
penalties to be imposed in- the name of the Lord.”” “Prisons are
made for thieves, vagabonds and law breakers, and not for hon-
orable men. - When used for such purposes we honor the prisoner
more than the prosecutor.” - “Honor to the man who prefers feal-
ty to his friends, his religion, his country and his God to obedi-
ence 'to the unjust fiat of a jaundiced judiciary.” “When Free
Masons,- Odd Fellows and’ others. are "compelled to make' their
secrets public, it will be time enough to practice on Mormons.
Try the others first.”” - There is nothing more sacred than a re-
ligious obligation.” : “Better the penitentiary for faithfulness in
this world, than the prison house for perjury in the next.” “It
would accord more ‘with the dignity of the judiciary in fining an
honorable’ gentleman for contempt, to find a more pOWerful ‘Tea-

son than the cut and color of an apron for its action.”  “The
women of Utah uphold polygamy.”
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TuE Fracs AT HALF-MasT.

On the fourth of July, 188s, the flags were displayed at
half-mast by the Mormons in this city at the city hall, and County
Court House, at the office of the Deseret News, at the Gardo
House, at the Mormon Co-operative Store building, and other
places. Counsel for applicants claim that this demonstration was
not intended as an insult to the government nor its flag, but as a
sign of mourning, because of the unjust laws against polygamy,
and the acts of the officers of the government in enforcing
them. But the evidence fails to show that crape or any other
emblem of sorrow was displayed in any manner, and there can
be no question but that the half-masting of the flag was intended
to be as it was understood by those who witnessed it, an insult
to the national authority.

OprosING THE Laws.

The evidence shows that the church has, in the most deter-
mined manner and with all means at its command, opposed the
enforcement of the laws of the United States against polygamy
and unlawful cohabitation, while polygamy has been constantly
preached as a cardinal doctrine of the church. A fund has been
raised in this territory to aid in the defense of all who may be
prosecuted for violation of these laws, not only in Utah, but in
Arizona and Idaho Territories. In May, 1885, John Taylor and
Geo. Q. Cannon of the first presidency of the church, both of
whom were then under indictment for unlawful cohabitation, and
were hiding from the officers to avoid arrest, issyed a circular
to be read in all the churches, calling for contributions to this
fund. When men have been convicted for violating these laws,
and the court has offered to suspend sentence or inflict a light
penalty, if the offenders would promise to obey the laws in the
future, they have almost invariably refused to make any promise
whatever. It has been a common custom among the Mormon
people, ever since the enforcement of these laws began when one
of their number has been convicted and sentenced to imprison-
ment for violating the law, to give him a reception on his return
home, and honor him in every way possible, while those who
have promised obedience to the law have been ostracised, and
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held up to the public execration and scorn. To suffer fine and
imprisonment for violating the law, or for “living his religion”
as they usually term it, is deemed by them as worthy of all
praise, and will, as their leaders teach, result in the exaltation in
the life to come of him who thus proves the sincerity of his
faith. As showing the manner in which violators of the law
are honored, I quote from the Deseret News of the date of
January 16, 1889, which was introduced in evidence, as follows:

A CorbpIAL RECEPTION.

“William Chatwin writes as follows from Santaquin, Jan.
14, 1889: ‘Will you please insert in the News an account of the
following that was transacted at a Santaquin depot on Monday
morning last, the 13th inst. The residents of Santaquin had
been informed that their Bishop, George Halliday, would return
home from the penitentiary, as one who had endured imprison-
ment for conscience sake, by the morning’s Utah Central train.
The Sunday school children and teachers were prompted by a
feeling of love and respect to go down to the depot in procession
to welcome him home, singing songs of welcome, and bearing a
banner with the following inscription, “Bishop George Halliday,
we truly welcome you home.” But the weather being too unfav-
orable for such a project, the teachers and larger scholars could
only go, though the smaller ones with great difficulty were re-
strained from following after, notwithstanding the snowy con-
dition: of the morning. In arriving at the depot all were moved
with tears of joy. Since his arrival home the members of the
ward have decided to give him a reception party, but to accom-
modate all it was found necessary to divide the town and take
one-half at a time. May all honorable convicts for the truth’s
sake be so worthily treated.” '

As illustrating the pressure brought to bear by the Mormon
leaders to prevent their members when convicted of violating the
law from promising obedience, I quote two editorials, offered in
evidence, from the Deseret News, the Church organ, of date
Sept. 29, 1885, one in regard to a member who had promised to
obey the law and one in regard to a member who had refused
to make such pramise.
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IMpPRISONMENT AND HONOR.

The position taken by Bishop H. B. Clawson this morning
will be endorsed by .every true Latter Day Saint. He could' as-
sume no.other and be. true to his religion; his family, and his
own manhood. The dilemma in which he was placed was tersely
defined by himself. He was left to elect between imprisonment and
honor and liberty and liberty and-dishonor. To his honor be it
said in time and eternity that he chose the former. No man un-
der similar circumstances can consistently take any other course.
The reasons for adopting the stand he took were clearly, though

briefly given by the accused. They might, liowever, be elaborated -

indefinitely. There is one ‘principle involved thdt makes the at-
titude, from the standpoint of the Latter Day Saints, infallible.
Celestlal marriage, incliding plurality of wives, has beer ac-
cepted by them as'a divine revelation. Those who entér into the
covenant it involves, take that step with this understanding, and
that God is recognized in the formation of the contract. This
being the-status of the member, to presume that any persons who
have entered into the relationship, can consistently take part in
a divorce contract with any other and necessarily lower power
to render it nugatory for any portion of time is absurd. The
agreement is for tifne and eternity, and it is therefore continu-
ously in force, unless broken by one or the other of the parties.
Yet such is the position in' which the courts place the Latter Day
Saints in the presetit proseécutions. They demand that a cove-
nant of renunciation be entered into with them. This is, speak-
ing from the standpoint of thé saints, opposed to an infallible
principle, recognized of ‘jurispruderce that no’'agreement éntered
into under direct supervision of a high tribunal can be’ disturbed
or nullified by one: of the lower otrder. If this bé the case in or-
dinary legal affairs, how much more force is given to it when ap-
plied to matters to which God himself has instituted for the ben-
efit of those of his children who seek to obey his laws? One point
advanced by Bishop Clawson was evidently cruelly taken advan-
tage of by the court, who dwelt upon it as if animated by a de-
sire to make it appear the main basis of his position. The re-
ligious and conscientious principles involved were what influ-
enced the conduct of the defendant. The. sentiment of the com-
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munity being against him, had he recanted, would not have influ-
enced him one way or the other. Recantation was opposed to
his principles and convictions,-and would have blasted his hopes
for eternal salvation. Those considerations founded the basis
of his attitude in accepting ‘imprisonment and honor, in place
of liberty and dishonor. Yet the sentiment of the community in
which a man lives is entitled to respect when it is correct. The
court, however, caught at this straw in order to accuse Mr. Claw-
son of cowardice, when that gentleman was exhibiting an act
of the truest heroism. Perhaps we may here suggest that when
a judge or any other person, official or otherwise, takes advantage
of his position to inflict an insult upon a person in his power, he
cannot be classed among those who possess courage-of the high-
est order, which is inseparably connected with magnanimity, But
the gratuitous insults of .his honor were not .confined to his im-
mediate victim. They were distributed among and poured upon
the heads of innocent children.. Before the learned judge.can
consistently talk of cowardice let him take some lessons-in cour-
age and temperance under ordeals, from some of the Mormons
who are brought into his court. This morning he was confronted
by.a .courageous -man who dared, in the face of threatened fine
and imprisonment, decline to.recant-his religious principles, and
discard his family, while he.snatched. at the opportunity to in-
flict upon them a gross, unwarrantable insult.. Bishop Clawson
has gone to.prison, but he has been rendered a prisoner merely
by. prohibitation, the. offense for which he was punished being in
no sense malum in se. . He goes with the best wishes of a host
of Iriends, including the whole of his - co-religionists. It is with
sadness that one turns from the noble and manly picture presented
by the conduct of Brother Clawson to-its reverse,.as exhibited
in the craven course of T. O. Angell, Jr. It is a transformation
from sunshine to gloom, from the heroic to the contemptible.
Had the gentleman climbed to any height in the walks of religion
and other departments of life, he might have been designated a
fallen angel. As it is, he probably ‘carries out the highest ideas
he has of greatness; and may not be open to censure as severe
as would be the just due of minds of greater advancement. It
does not appéar that Mr. Angell can posses anything like a correct
conception of the grandeur of being consistent. Let him pass.”
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Liserty AND DISHONOR.

“This afternoon Mk. Septimus W. Sears, as will be seen
by a statement elsewhere, went before the court, as did Bishop
Clawson. He chose liberty and dishonor. There is but little
need to comment on the case; let the reader peruse what we
have said in relation to Mr. Clawson, and he has but to imagine
its opposite in order to understand our estimate of the position.”

(Deseret News, September 29, 1883.)

Look AT THE LEADERS.

As further showing how the Mormon Church honors those
who violate the laws of the United States, it is only necessary
to look at the cases of some of its leaders. John Taylor, lately
one of the presidents of the church, was indicted for unlawfyl
cohabitation and died while in hiding to avoid arrest, still re-
taining his position as president.

George Q. Cannon, who is one of the presidents of the
Church, was indicted for the same offense and was convicted and
served a term in the penitentiary. Apostle John Henry Smith,
a witness in this case, testified that he is a polygamist and that
he married his plural wife since the law of 1862 was passed
prohibiting polygamy. Charles W. Penrose, who was a witness
in this case and who was indicted for unlawful cohibitation and
was pardoned by the President of the United States, is today
the editor of the newspaper organ of the church. Joseph F.
Smith, who is also one of the presidents of the church, is and
has been for several years under indictment for unlawful cohab-
itation and has been hiding from the officers in order to avoid
arrest.

TaE CONSTITUTION AND LAws.

It is claimed by counsel for applicants, and some evidence
was introduced to show that in the Doctrine and Covenants and
other church publications, obedience to the law of the land is
taught, and also that the Constitution of the United States is an
inspired instrument; but the evidence discloses that the reason
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the Constitution of the United States is considered an inspired
instrument is that it is construed by the Mormons to prohibit
the passing of any laws against polygamy, and all such laws are
considered by them as in violation of the Constitution. As to
their teaching obedience to the laws of the land, it is only taught
in general terms. During the ten days this investigation lasted
not a word of evidence was introduced or offered showing that
any preacher or teacher of the church ever in a single instance
advised obedience to the laws against polygamy. On the con-
trary, the evidence in this case and the whole history of the Mor-
mon church in Utah, shows that it has persistently refused obe-
dience to at least a portion of the laws of the government, has
insulted and driven United States officers from the Territory, has
denied the authority of the United States to pass laws prohibit-
ing polygamy as an unwarrantable interference with their reli-
gion, and generally has antagonized and denounced the govern-
ment in almost every possible way. Undoubtedly there are many
members of this church who feel friendly to the government,
and would gladly break the shackles that bind them to the Mor-
mon priesthood if they felt that they dared do so; but with, an
organization, the most therough that can be imagined, which can
be wielded against them, they remain in the church rather than
take the risk of financial ruin and social ostracism.

TaE MorMON CHURCH TEACHES.

First: That it is the actual and veritable kingdom of God
on earth, not in its fullness, because Christ has not yet come to
rule in person, but for the present he rules through the priestliood
of the church, who are his vice-regents oun earth.

Second: That this kingdom is both a temporal and spirit-
ual kingdom, and should rightfully control, and is entitled to the
highest allegiance of men in all their affairs.

Third: That this kingdom will overthrow the United States
and all other governments, after which Christ will reign in per-
son. A

Fourth: That the doctrine of “Blood Atonement” is of
God, and that under it certain sins which the blood of Christ can
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not-atone for, may be remitted by sheddmg the blood of the
transgressor.

. Fifth: That polygamy ts a-command of God, wh1ch if a
member obeys he. will be exalted in the future life above those
who do not.

Sixth: That the Congress:of- the - United States has no
right under the Constitution to pass any law in any manner in-
terfering with the practices of the Mormon religion, and that
the acts of Congress against polygamy, and disfranchising
those who practlce it, are unwarrantable mterferences with their
relxglon : SR :

.

_Nor Fir CITIZENS

Can men be made true and loyal citizens by such teachmgs
or are.they likely to remain so, surrounded by such influences?
Will men become attached to the principles of the Constitution
of the United States when they hear the government constantly
denounced as tyrannical and oppressive? - It would be as unrea-
sonable to expect such a result as it would be to expect to gather
grapes from thorns or figs from thistles.

It -has always been and still is the policy of th.ls government
to encqurage- aliens who, in good faith, come to reside in this
country, to become citizens, but when a-man of foreign birth
comes here and joins an organization, although professedly re-
ligious, which requires of him an allegiance paramount to his
allegiance to thé government; an ofganization that impiously
and blasphemously claims to be the kingdom of God, to control
its members under His unmedxate direction and yet preaehes and
practices a system of morals shocking to Chnstlan people every-
where, and under which the marriage of a man to two or more
sisters or to a mother and daughter is sanctioned; an organiza-
tion that sarictions blood atonement as a'means of grace and mur-
der as a penalty for révealing the secrets of its ceremonies, and
which for nearly half a century has refused to acknowledge the
supremacy of the United States or render obedience to its laws ;—
it is time for the courts to pause and inquire whether such an ap-
plicant should be admitted to citizenship.

The evidencé ih this case - establishes unquestionably that
the teachings, practices and aims of the Mormon Church are 'an-
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tagonistic to the government of the United States, utterly sub-
versive of good morals and the well being of society, and that
its members are animated by a feeling of hostility towards the
government and its laws, and therefore an alien who is a mem-
ber of said church is not a fit person to be a citizen of the United
States. _

The applications of Fred W. Miller, Henry J. Owen, John
Bird, Charles E. Clissold, Nils Anderson, Carl P. Larsen, Thomas
M. Mumford, John Garbett and Arthur Townsend to become
citizens, are therefore denied.

THOMAS J. ANDERSON,

Associate Justice Supreme Court and Acting Judge Third
Judicial District.

I, Thomas J. Anderson, hereby certify that the foregoing
evidence, as certified to by F. E, McGurrin, official stenographer
of the District Court of the Third Judicial District of the Terri-
tory of Utah, in the months of November and December, 1889,
in the matter of the application of John Moore and others to he-
come citizens of the United States, is a true and complete tran-
script of all the evidence offered or introduced at the hearing had
on said application. I further certify that the foregoing opinion
is a true and complete copy of the one delivered by me at said
hearing Nov. 30, 1889.

Dated this 2nd day of February, A. D., 1903.

THOMAS J. ANDERSON,

Formerly Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
Territory of Utah.
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