































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1] Grateful remembrance of the Bani Sadd. 25

—a token of especial respect,—and placed his hand
upon her in a familiar and affectionate manner.*
Many years after when, on the expedition against
- T4if, he attacked the Bani Haw#zin and took a mul-
titude of them captive, they found ready access to
his heart by reminding him of the days when he was
nursed among them.f About the same time a
woman called Shima (by others Juddma) was
brought in with some other prisoners to the camp.
When they threatened her with their swords, she
declared that she was the prophet’s foster-sister.
Mahomet enquired how he should know the truth

o de ledy y el B osy dsol sy Ud b
\ior\o odi , Kdtib al Wackidi, p. 21. Tt is added that Abu

Bakr and Omar treated her with equal honor, omitting however
the actions of familiar affection referred to in the extract just
quoted ; but to what period this refers is not apparent; for she
could hardly have survived to their Caliphate. Indeed she appears
to have died before the taking of Mecea and siege of T4if.

Modern tradition makes her tomb to be in the cemetery of Al
Backi at Medina, which seems improbable. Burton, vol. ii.
p- 308. :

t Kdtib al Wdckidi, pp. 21, 181; Hishdmi, p.879. The depu-
tation from the Bani Hawézin contained Mahomet's foster uncle
Abu Tharwén. Pointing to the enclosure in which the captives of
their tribe were pent up, they said :— There are imprisoned thy
(foster) relatives, thy aunts both maternal and paternal, thy
nurses, and those that have fondled thee in their bosom. And we
have suckled thee from our breasts. Verily we have seen thee a
suckling, and never a better suckling than thou; and a weaned
child, and never a better weaned child than thou; and we have
seen thee a youth and never a better youth than thou,” &c. And
the heart of Mahomet was touched.

E
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of this, and she replied :—*Thou gavest me this bite
upon my back, once upon a time when I carried
thee on my hip.” The prophet recognized the
mark, spread his mantle over her, and made her to
sit down by him. He gave her the option of
remaining in honour and dignity with him, but
she preferred to return with a present to her
people.*

The sixth year of his life Mahomet spent at

mother takes Mecca under the care of his mother. When it was

him to Medina

575-6 A.D.

nearly at an end she planned a visit to Medina,
where she longed to show her boy to the maternal
relatives of his father. So she departed with her
slave girl Omm Ayman (Baraka,) who tended the
child; and they rode upon two camels.f Arrived
in Medina, she alighted at the house of Nébigha,
where her husband had died and was buried. The
visit was of sufficient duration to imprint the scene
and the society upon the memory of the juvenile

Reminiscenses Mahomet. He used in later days to call to recollec-

of the visit.

tion things that happened on this occasion. Seven
and forty years afterwards when he entered Medina
as a refugee, he recognized the lofty quarters of the

* Kitb al Wdckidi, p. 20%; Hishdmi, p. 879. It is added
“the Bani Sadd say that he also gave her a male and a female
slave; and that she united them in marriage, but they left no
igsue.”

t The number of the party is not stated; but there would be
one if not two camel drivers, and perhaps a guide besides.
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Bani Adi, and said—“In this house I sported with
Ajynasa, a little girl of Medina; and with my
cousins, I used to put to flight the birds that alighted
upon the roof” As he gazed upon the mansion, he
added,—“here it was my mother lodged with me;
in this very place is the tomb of my father; and it
was there, in that well,® of the Bani Adi, that I
learnt to swim.”

After sojourning at Medina about a month, Amina Death of
bethought her of returning to Mecca, and set out in roturn ot
the same manner as she had come. But when she Moen "
had reached about half way a spot called Abw4,
she fell sick and died; and she was buried there.

The little orphan was carried upon the camels to
Mecca by his nurse Baraka (Omm Ayman) who,
although then quite a girl, was a faithful nurse to
the child, and continued to be his constant attendant.

The early loss of his mother, around whom his Impression
constant heart and impressible affections had en- Bis mothery
twined themselves, no doubt imparted to the youthful death.
Mahomet something of that pensive and meditative
character by which he was afterwards distinguished.

In his seventh year he could appreciate the bereave-
ment, and feel the desolation of his orphan state.
In the Coran he has alluded touchingly to the sub-
ject. While re-assuring his heart of the divine
favour, he recounts the mercies of the Almighty;
and amongst them the first is this,—.Did he not

* Or poﬁd.
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find thee an orphan, and furnished thee with a

" refuge?”®  On his pilgrimage from Medina to

Hodeibia he visited his mother’s tomb, and he lifted
up his voice and wept, and his followers likewise
wept around him. And they asked him concerning
it, and he said,—*“This is the grave of my mother:
the Lord hath permitted me to visit it. And
I sought leave to pray for her, but it was not
granted. So I called my mother to remembrance,
and the tender memory of her overcame me, and
I wept."}

The charge of the orphan was now undertaken
by his grandfather Abd al Muttalib, who had by
this time reached the patriarchal age of four-score

* Sura xciii. v. 6.

.t The whole of this account is from the Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 21 ;
where is added the following tradition:—* After the conquest of
Mecca, Mahomet sat down by his mother’s tomb, and the people
sat around him, and he had the appearance of one holding a con-
versation with another. Then he got up, weeping; and Omar
said, Oh thou to whom I would sacrifice father and mother! Why
dost thou weep? He replied:—This is the tomb of my mother: the
Lord hath permitted me to visit it, and I asked leave to implore
pardon for her, and it was not granted; so I called her to remem-
brance; and the tender recollection of her came over me, and I wept.
And he was never seen to weep more bitterly than he did then.”
But Wickidi's Secretary says this tradition is a mistake; for it
supposes the tomb of Mahomet's mother to be in Mecca, whereas
it is at Abw. The prohibition, however, against praying for his
mother’s salvation is given in other traditions, and seems well
supported. It forms a singular instance of the sternness and

severity of the dogmas of Mahomet in respect of those who died
in ignorance of the faith.
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years. The child was treated by him with singular
fondness. A rugused to be spread under the shadow
of the Kaaba, and on it the aged chief reclined in
shelter from the heat of the sun. Around the carpet,
but at a respectful distance, sat his sons. The little
Mahomet was wont to run close up to the patriarch,
and unceremoniously take possession of his rug; his
sons would seek to drive him off; but Abd al Mut-
talib would interpose saying, “Let my little son
alone,” stroke him on the back, and delight to
watch his childish prattle. The boy was still
under the care of his nurse Baraka; but he would
ever and anon quit her, and run into the apartment
of his grandfather even when he was alone or
asleep.*

The guardianship of Abd al Muttalib lasted but Abdal
two years, for he died eight years after the attack of ggtfil)), dies
Abraha, at the mature old age of four score years
and two. The orphan child felt bitterly the loss of
his indulgent grandfather;} as he followed the bier to
the cemetery of Hajin, he was seen to weep; and

* Hishami, p. 85; Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 22. Many incidents
are added to the narrative, taken evidently from the point of view
of later years. Thus Abd al Muttalib says:—* Let him alone for
he has a great destiny, and will be the inheritor of a kingdom;"—
Ko o ):d &\. —Whckidi adds the injunction which the nurse
Baraka used to receive from the patriarch ;—Beware lest thou let
him fall into the hands of the Jews and Christians, for they are
looking out for him, and would injure him !

t Katib al Wdckidi, p. 22, where it is said that Mahomet was
eight years of age, when his grandfather died eighty-eight years




Loss to the
family of
Hishim
occasioned by
the death of
Abd al
Muttalib.

30 The Birth and Childhood of Mahomet. [cn.u;.

when he grew up, he retained a distinct remembrance
of his death. The gentle, warm, and confiding
heart of Mahomet was thus again rudely wounded,
and the fresh bereavement was rendered more poig-
nant by the dependent position in which it left him.
The nobility of his grandfather’s descent, the defer-
ence with which his voice was listened to through-
out the vale of Mecca, and his splendid liberality
in discharging the annual offices of providing the
pilgrims with food and drink, were witnessed
with satisfaction by the thoughtful child; and
when they had passed away, we may believe that
they left behind them a proud remembrance, and
formed the seed perhaps of many an ambitious
thought, and many a day-dream of power and
domination.

The death of Abd al Muttalib left the children of -
Héshim (his father) without any powerful head;
while it enabled the other branch, descended by
Omeya from Abd Shams, to gain an ascendancy.
Of the latter family the chief at this time was Harb,
the father of Abu Sofidn, who held the Leadership
in war, and was followed by a numerous and
powerful body of relations.

old. Others make Abd al Muttalib to have been 110, and some
even 120, years old at his death. M. C. de Perceval has shown
the futility of these traditions, which would make the patriarch
to have begotten Hamza at an age of above 100 years. Vol. i.
P- 290, note 4.
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Of Abd al Muttalib’s sons, Harith the eldest was The sons of
now dead; the chief of those who survived were Mauttalib.
Zobeir* and Abu Talib (both by the same mother
as Abdallah the father of Mahomet,) Abu Lahab,

Abbés, and Hamza.. The two last were very young.
Zobeir was the oldest, and to him Abd al Muttalib
bequeathed his dignity and offices.f Zobeir, again,
left them to Abu Télib; who, finding himself too ava Tatib
poor to discharge the expensive and onerous task of ™ 4***
- providing for the pilgrims, waived the honor in
favour of his younger brother Abbds. But the
family of Hashim had fallen from its high estate;
for Abbis was able to retain only the Sickdya (or
giving of drink), while the Rifdda (or furnishing of
food) passed into the rival branch descended from
Noufal son of Abd Menéf.} Abbis was rich, and

* Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 17.

t 1bid. and p. 15}. Zobeir evidently held a high rank at
Mecca, but how long he survived is not apparent. Wéckidi says
of him— he was a poet, and of noble rank, and Abd al Muttalib
made him his heir:"— u")‘ cad) Lq,.)_‘., P L_;L’:, uj P
Aballase

} Hish&mi states only that Abbas inherited the Sickdya, (p. 85);
and subsequent history gives proof that he held nothing more.
The authority for holding that the branch of Noufal possessed the
Rifida is given by M. C. de Perceval as derived from D’Ohsson.
I have not succeeded in traeing it to any early Arabic writer.
Abbés did not inherit the Sickdya till Zobeir's death, when he
would be old enough to manage it. M. C. de Perceval makes
him succeed to it immediately after Abd al Muttalib’s death; but
this is opposed to tradition as well as probability, for he was then
only twelve years of age.
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his influential post, involving the constant charge of
the well Zam-zam, was retained by him till the
introduction of Islam, and then confirmed to his
family by the prophet; but he was not a man of
strong character, and never attained to a command-
ing position at Mecca. Abu Télib on the other
hand, possessed many noble qualities, and won
greater respect; but, whether from poverty, or other
cause, he too remained in the back ground. It was
thus that in the oscillations of phylarchical govern-
ment, the prestige of the house of Hishim had
begun to wane, and nearly disappear; while a rival
branch was rising to importance. This phase of
the political state of Mecca began with the death of
Abd al Muttalib, and continued until the conquest
of the city by Mahomet himself.

To his son Abu Tilib, the dying Abd al Muttalib
consigned the guardianship of his orphan grandchild;
and faithfully and kindly did Abu Téalib discharge
the trust. His fondness for the lad equalled that of
Abd al Muttalib.* He made him sleep by his bed,

* Kdub ol Wdckidi, p. 22. The disposition to magnify the
child is as manifest here as before. There is added this marvel-
lous incident, connected with Abu Talib's scanty means, that the
family always rose from their frugal meal hungry and unsatisfied
if Mahomet were not present; but when he dined with them,
they were not only satisfied, but had victuals to spare. The other
children used to run about with foul eyes and dishevelled hair,
whereas the little Mahomet's head was always sleck and his eyes
clean. There thus appears so.continuous a tendency to glorify
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eat by his side, and go with him whenever he walked
abroad. And this tender treatment he continued
. until Mahomet emerged from the helplessness of
childhood.*

It was during this period that Abu T4lib, accom- Mahomet at

twelve years

panied by Mahomet, undertook a mercantile journey of age accom-
panies Abu
to Syria. He intended to leave the child behind, for "Tlib on an

expedition to
he was now twelve years of age, and able to take Syriass2A.D.

care of himself. But when the caravan was ready

to depart, and Abu T4lib about to mount his camel,

his nephew, overcome by the prospect of so long a
separation, clung to his protector. Abu Télib was

moved, and carried the boy along with him. The
cxpedition extended to Bostra, perhaps farther,

It lasted for several months, and afforded to the

young Mahomet opportunities of observation, which

were not lost upon him. He passed near to Petra,

Jerash, Ammon, and other ruinous sites of former
mercantile grandeur; and the sight, no doubt, deeply Impressions

probably

imprinted upon his reflective mind the instability of excited by
earthly greatness. The wild story of the valley of this Jourmey.
Hejer, with its lonely deserted habitations hewn out

the nascent prophet, that it becomes hard to decide which of
these statements to accept as facts, and which to reject. Vide
Canons L. c. and IL. p. in Chap. i. of the Introduction.

* The reason given for Mahomet being entrusted to Abu Tlib,
is, that his father Abdallah was brother to Abu Tilib by the same
mother. Tabari, p. 59; but so was Zobeir also.

F
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of the rock, and the tale of divine vengeance
against the cities of the plain over which now rolled
the billows of the Dead Sea, would excite appre-
hension and awe; while their strange and startling
details, rendered more tragic by Jewish tradition
and local legend, would win and charm the childish
heart, ever yearning after the marvellous. On this
journey too, he passed through several Jewish settle- -
ments, and came in contact with the national pro-
fession of Christianity in Syria. Hitherto he had
witnessed only the occasional and isolated exhibition
of the faith: now he saw its rites in full and regular
performance by a whole community; the national
and the social customs founded upon Christianity;
the churches with their crosses, images, or pic-
tures, and other symbols of the faith; the ringing
of bells’; the frequent assemblages for worship.
The reports, and possibly an actual glimpse, of
the continually recurring ceremonial, effected, we
may suppose, a deep impression upon him; and
this impression would be rendered all the more
practical and lasting by the sight of whole tribes,
" Arab like himself, converted to the same faith,
and practising the same observances. However
fallen and materialized may have been the Christ-
ianity of that day in Syria, it must have struck the
thoughtful observer in favorable and wonderful con-
trast with the gross and unspiritual idolatry of
Mecca. Once again, in mature life, Mahomet visited
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Syria,* and whatever reflections of this nature were
then awakened would receive an augmented force,

* The account of this journey is given by all the biographers,
with many ridiculous details anticipative of Mahomet's prophetical
dignity. The following is the gist of them:—

The youthful Mahomet, with the rest of the caravan, alighted
under a tree by the roadside, close to a monastery or hermitage occu-
pied by a monk called Bahfra. The monk perceived by a cloud
which hovered over the company, by the boughs bending to shelter
oneof them, and by other marvellous tokens, that the party contained
the prophet expected shortly to arise. He therefore invited them
to an entertainment. But when they had assembled, he perceived
that the object of his search was not amongst them. Upon his
enquiring where the wanting guest was, they sent out for Mahomet,
who on account of his youth had been left to watch the encamp-
ment. Bahira questioned him, examined his body to discover the
seal of prophecy, and found it plainly impressed upon his back. He
then referred to his sacred books, found all the marks to corres-
pond, and declared the boy to be the expected apostle. He pro-
ceeded to warn Abu Télib against the Jews, who he said would at
once recognize the child as the coming prophet, and out of jealousy
seek to slay him. Abu Tailib was alarmed, and forthwith set out
for Mecca with his nephew.

The fable contains so many absurdities as to excite contempt
and mistrust for traditional collections everywhere abounding in
such tales. A clue to the religious principle which engendered
them may perhaps be found in Canon II. a. chap. i. of the Intro-
duction.

. Dr. Sprenger thinks that Abu Talib sent back Mahomet under
charge of Bahira to Mecca (Life, p. 79); and grounds his deduc-
tion on the phrase,— &eo ;',J\Lﬁ\ 53, —at p. 22} of Wickids.
But this expression may equally signify, “ Abu Talib took him
back with himself” to Meoca; and this meaning is undoubtedly
the one intended.

The subjeet has been discussed in the Zeitschrift der deut-
schen morgenldndischen Gesellschaft, vol. iii. p. 454, and vol. iv.



36 The Birth and Childhood of Mahomet. [caar,

and a deeper colouring, from the vivid pictures and
bright imagery which, upon the same ground, had
been impressed on the imagination of childhood.

pp. 188, 457,—where Professors Fleischer and Wiistenfeld oppose
Dr. Sprenger’s view, Dr. Sprenger has written a reply in the Asiatic
Society's Journal for 1853; where he has given in original the
various authorities bearing upon the point. I. Tirmidzi says that
Aub Talib sent Mahomet back from Syria by Abu Bakr and Bilél;
which (as Sprenger shows) is absurd, seeing that the former was
two years younger than Mahomet, and the latter not then born.
II. Hishdmi makes Abu Talib himself return with Mahomet, after
concluding his business at Bostra. IIL. The Kdtib al Wdckidi
gives several traditions:—One in which the monk, immediately
after warning Abu Télib to make Mahomet return without loss of
time to Mecca, expires; and the Second, that quoted above, upon
which Dr. Sprenger so much relies. Kdtib al Widckidi, p. 22}.
But he has omitted a Third detailed account of the journey, which
is given in the same volume, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Omar, i,e, Wackidi himself. It is full of marvellous statements,
and ends with distinctly saying that Abu T4lib returned to Mecca

with Mahomet. 4__,1\},);\ & =y —Kitib al Wickids, p. 29,

This may have escaped Dr. Sprenger’s notice, as it occurs under
another chapter in Wackidi, z.e. the “Marks of Prophecy in
Mahomet.” So also Tabarz, P- 60;——— \&.)').a &os L.’ EJ&B

But Dr. Sprenger goes further. He suspects that the monk
not only accompanied Mahomet to Mecca, but remained there with
him. And as he finds the name Bahira in the list of a deputation
from the Abyssinian king to Mahomet forty years afterwards at
Medina, he concludes the two to have been one and the same per-
son; and he thinks that the early Mahometan writers endeavoured
to conceal the fact, as one discreditable to their prophet. The
conjecture is ingenious, but the basis on which it rests appears to
wme wholly insufficient. It is besides inconsistent with the general
character of the early traditionists, who reverentially preserved
every-trait of the Prophet handed down to them. Facts, no doubt,



1] First Journey to Syria. 37

No farther incident of a special nature is related
of Mahomet, until he had advanced from childhood
to youth.*

-

were sometimes omitted, and stories died out, but on different
grounds. See Canon IL L. in Chap. i. in the Introduction.

Some Arabs will have it that this monk was called Jergis
(Georgius). Christian apologists call him Sergius.

* Weil states that in his sixteenth year Mahomet journeyed to
Yemen with his uncle Zobeir, on a mercantile trip, (p. 69). Dr.
Sprenger (p. 79, note 3) says that there is no good: authority for
this statement, and I cannot find any original authority for it at
all, The expression with respect to Abu Télib,— J_,\“_‘; b uJK P
4o UK b\l \}g_,, —*that he never undertook a journey, unless
Mahomet were with him,” might possibly imply that he undertook
several journeys; but in the absence of any express instance, it
cannot be held alone to be sufficient proof that he did. So it is
said that “ Abu Télib never took him again upon a journey, after
this Syrian expedition, fearing lest injury should befal him,"—
e Byt K0 amy Lo & 22 Led b gl @) gy
—Kdtib al Widckidi, p- 29. But the sentence is a mere pendant
to the absurd story of the Jews recognizing in Mahomet the
coming prophet, and seeking to lie in wait for his life, and there-
fore carries no weight. The chief reason for supposing that this
was Mahomet’s only mercantile journey (besides the one subse-
quently undertaken for Khadfja,) is that, had he undertaken any
other, we should indubitably have had many special notices of it
in Wackidi, Hishdmi, and Tabari. Their silence can only be
accounted for on the supposition that there was no other journey.





