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CONCLUSION. 287
tation, was obtained. Matters progressed smoothly until the ad-
journment of Congress, for, fearing the effect on that body of any
violent measures inaugurated against gentiles, Brigham kept his
promise strictly. But no sooner did the telegraph flash across the
continent the announcement of the adjournment of Congress, than
his pent-up wrath broke forth, and he openly urged the policy of
violence toward the gentiles. With regard to the public lands,
he said repeatedly that he owned land, and plenty of it, and any
man who attempted to ¢jump’ the same should have ‘a pre-
emption title which would last till the resurrection.’ This was
called forth by the fact that a number of locations had already
been made by discharged soldiers and others upon unoccupied
land lying along the west bank of the Jordan River, contiguous to
Salt Lake City, and there was considerable talk of many others
following in the same course, induced by the prespective coming
of the Pacific Railroad, and a desire to obtain as eligible situations
for homes convenient thereto as possible. But the idea of allow-
ing gentiles to settle in anygonsiderable numbers in the vicinity
of Mormon communities is totally at variance with the well-un-
derstood policy of the leaders, and must, therefore, be prevented
by every possible means — else, what would become of polygamy ?
Hence the hostility of Brigham Young to any such scheme as
they contemplated, for in it he scented danger to his favorite in-
stitution, and hence, too, his threat of death to ¢land jumpers.’

¢ Now the fact is that there has never been, to my knowledge,
one foot of land *jumped’ in Utah; in other words, no loca-
tions whatever have been made or attempted by gentiles except
upon totally unoccupied lands. But, in violation of the Territo-
rial organio act, the Legislative Assembly of Utah has, from time
to time, granted away to Brigham Young, and others, certain val-
uable timber and tracts of arable lands for a nominal considera-
tion, and it is to protect these from gentile intrusion, as well as
for reasons already stated, that a reign of terror has been inaugu-
rated,

“ As early as last August, the writer of this article called atten-
tion, in the columns of the ¢ Salt Lake Vedette,’ to the threats being
made by the Mormon Head Centre to inflame the passions of his
followers, predicting the result which has already been reached,
and putting his language on record, that it might be known who
should be held responsible when the event transpired.
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4 On the night of September 24th occurred the Jordan outrage,
in which a number of land preémptors were attacked about mid-
night by a gang of some forty or fifty ruffians, disguised and
armed, and flagrantly abused, their houses destroyed, themselves
thrown into the river, and their lives only saved by a promise to
leave the Territory within forty-eight hours. One in attempting
to get away, was fired upon and wounded, but effected his escape
— very fortunately for the entire party beyond a doubt, for there
can be little question that the original purpose was to put them all
out of the way, which would certainly have been accomplished had
any of the forty or fifty shots fired at the fugjtive taken fatal effect.
The better nature of some of the party prevailed over the malig-
nant influence of the master whom they served, and they proba-
bly hoped to reach the result he desired — terror to gentiles —by
less sanguinary means than those he contemplated. The result
proved them wrong, for the parties warned did not leave the Ttr-
ritory, though any further attempts to secure homesteads were
abandoned. Then followed the depolition of a portion of Dr.
Robinson’s premises, three of the city police, including the chief,
being identified as accomplices, and held to answer therefor.
Then the abduction of Mr. Weston, of the ¢ Vedette,’ to a remote
part of the city, where he was subjected to the most shameful in-
dignities at the hands of a half score of miscreants, some of whom,
at least, he recognized as belonging to the city police.”

These outrages were closé\y followed by a.nother’io’cious
murder, only equalled in ferocity and cold-blooded cruelty
by that of Bfassfield.

On the 22d day of October, 1866, Dr. J. K. Robinson, a
prominent and influential citizen of Salt Lake City, who
had recently had some difficulty with the city authorities,
was shot in the streets, but a few steps from his own door.
He had retired for the gvening, when he was called up and
requested to go a short distance to attend upom a neighbor,

- who, it was all€ged, had broken his leg.

He quickly obeyed the call, followed his summoners a few
rods from the house, when he was brutally assassinated by
those who had him in charge. The following allusion to
this murder is from the letter of Captain Jocelyn already
quoted from : —
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T do not hesitate to state my most earnest conviction that Brig-
ham Young is the author of Dr. Robinson’s assassination, and in
this I do not go one iota beyond the public opinion of all gentiles
in Salt Lake City, and, I have no doubt, of the Mormons as well,
could their secret thoughts be known. He signified his consent,
which was the victim’s death warrant ; some of his satellites — prob-
ably Daniel H. Wells—made the detail for the execution; and
not the least hideous feature of the whole affair is, that, in all
probability, the perpetrators of that most atrocious crime feel no
guilt for this deed, have no visitations of remorse or compunctions
of conscience in consequence, hut consider that they have only
done their duty and proved their faith in thus obeying the behests of
their Prophet, I will trace the chain of evidence leading to the fore-
going conclusion ; Brigham Young is the Mormon Church, since
therein his wordis law. It is the deliberate policy of the church to
isolate Mormonism from the intrusion of persons averse to the pecu-
liar faith it teaches. That such is the burden of the discourses of its

leaders throughout the Territory, and has been for years, will not

be seriously disputed by amy sensible Mormon. Hence their
strenuoys efforts to settle wp the valleys, or the more desirable
portions, by gathering the saints together from all parts of the
world, and concentrating their force i, Utah. In Missouri they
controlled one county by this means; they now control, and will,
if possibles perpetuate their authority over an entire Territory
which #ey hope may become a State, under the absolute domin-
fon of Brigham Young. To effect this, gentnles cannot be per-
mitted to mmgle with Mormons unopposed, nor to settle in their
vicinity, on account of the dangerous influence they would thus
exert. The control of the church authorities over personal ac-
tions extends to every possible circumstance. When the head-
quarters of the District of Utah were established in Salt Lake
City by order one year ago, his authority was exercised to prevent
the lease of any buildings for that or any other public purpose,
and the persen from whom they were finally obtained was after-
ward ‘cut off’ from the church for distegard of ‘counsel’ in
that particular, and has since been’ subjected to all manner of
petty persecution in consequence. Dr. Robinson had leased cer-
tain city property, which he managed without regard to the wishes
of the Mormon magnates. Formerly the property of an elderin the
church, it was now the place where the ¢ Vedette * newspaper found
19
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refuge, when driven from every other covert. Moreover, Dr.
Robinson was foremost in encouraging the idea that gentiles, as
well as Mormons, had rights in Utah, and among them a right to
a portion of the public domain, whereon to build themselves
homes. Acting upon this unorthodox theory, he, with otpers, had
procured the survey of certain lands near the city, including the
famous Warm Sulphur Springs, and had taken all the nccessary
steps to perfect a title, according to act of Congress regulating the
location of cities on the public domain.

* The buildings in process of erection thereon were demolished,
and there the matter rested for more than a year, when it was
formally revived by Dr. Robinson, who brought the case before
the United States Third District Court, praying to be put in pos- .
session of his property, from which he was unlawfully restrained.

“ About. the same time other parties began locating on vacant
land near the city, as already stated. No objection was made by
any person, however, until Brigham Young began his inflamma-
tory harangues, giving the key-note of assassination. KEarly in
October the semi-annual conference convened in Salt Lake City,
and it was attended beyond all precedent. To the thousands
there assembled he repeated all bis violent language, — and no
man knows better how to inspire his hearers with his own pur-
poses, — concluding by taking a vote, in effect, whether the policy
thus strenuously urged should be adopted and at ence inaugu-
rated.

% What more was necessary for him to do? Not to strike the
blow, surely, for there were hundreds ready to do that ; all they
wanted was to be told who, where, and when. The event was
predicted by the writer in a communication to the ¢ New York
Tribune,’ dated ten days previous to Dr. Robinson’s assassination.
None knew, indeed, on whom the blow would descend, but all felt
sure it was impending. To my personal knowledge many of those
who believed or knew themselves under ban took extraordinary
precautions to meet the threatened danger.

“ On Saturday, October 20th, Dr. Robinson, acting under legal
advice, called on Daniel H. Wells, Mayor of the city, ¢ Lieuten-
ant-General’ of the Utah militia, and only second to Brigham
Young in the church, to demand payment of the city for dam-
ages done to his premises by police acting under Wells's orders
without due process of law. Wells no sooner learned that he was
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the person’ contesting the Warm Springs case, than he ordered
him from his house, with every circumstance of gross insult. On
the night of Monday following Dr. Robinson was murdered. The
full moon made the night almost as light as day. There were at
least seven of the assassins. They did the deed, knowing that
within twenty steps a witness was observing them. They did
not rifle the pockets of their victim. The deduction is irresistible.
No mere murderers would commit so heinous a crime under such
circumstances, unless certain of adequate backing and sure pro-
tection. He had no personal enemies. Who desired his death ?
‘Who could protect his murderers? I leave the answer to public
opinion, which, I trust, may soon compel our timid lawgivers to
do their duty. For myself, I have no doubt on the point. I know
as well as I ever hope to know who caused the murder of Pr.
Robinson. I feel and write warmly on the subject, for the victim
was my intimate friend. Not three days before his foul murder,
he expressed to me a sense of the danger he felt himself exposed
to in attempting, single-handed, to fight the Mormon authorities
of Salt Lake City. The event very soon proved how prophetic
were those fears. I was by his side only a few minutes after he
was stricken down —held his hand and felt the last faint pulse
that flitted from his heart when he died. Who could look upon such
a sight — a strong man basely stricken down in his early prime by
assassin hands, his family crushed with the awful weight of such a
sorrow — and not feel it a duty to use every means which honor
allows to bring the perpetrators to punishment. During my resi-
dence in Utab I have carefully studied the Mormon system, and
confidently gssert it to be dangerous to the commonweal. I have
traced the connection between public utterances of the leaders
and crimes wherewith they have been charged, and entertain no
doubt of their guilt from evidences found in their own record.

“ Well, Dr. Robinson slegps in the cemetery at Camp Douglas,
the second victim of Mormon hatred to gentiles, within the year,
whose ashes repose therein. They sleep as do the Parishes, the
innocents slaughtered at the Mountain Meadows, and the hundreds
of other victims who hgve perished to appease the insatiate demon
of blood-atonement — the tutelary deity by whose fell assistance
Brigham Young maintains his power, and hopes to accomplish his

evil purposes.”
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The following comments upon the same affair, together
with the closing portion of the eloquent speech of Governor
Weller before the Coroner’s Jury, are taken from the San
Francisco Bulletin ” of November 16th, 1866: —

“ 8Sax Fraxcisco, Nov. 16th.

“The gentiles of Salt Lake may find very great attractions
in a business way in that city, but they do not dwell in very se-
cure habitations. Now and then one of their number is taken off
as stealthily as when a wolf pounces down upon the fold. Base-
field made himself obnoxious by a marriage, and his days were
numbered. The manner of his taking off was well known, but it
availed nothing to trace the erime to its perpetrators. Mormon
vemgzeance selects a shining mark even though it lets its bolts fly
in the dark, and there is always a Mormon moral to the tragedy.

“ The recent assassination of Dr. J. K. Robinson, in Salt Lake
City, does not differ in its diabolical features from others which
preceded it. He was a representative man, and as such, the mur-
der may have peculm- significance.

¢ Robinson in 1864 was Assistant Surgeen of United States
Volunteers, and soon after took charge of the hospital at Camp
Douglas, near Salt Lake City, and sometime after, being mustered
out of the service, he settled down in that city as a regular prac-
titioner of medicine, which pursuit he followed with success, and
was a leading man, at least among the gentiles. Indeed, it was
said that no man stood higher, socially or morally. It seems that
Robinson was at the time contesting a claim knowa as the Warm
Springs, before the United States Territorial Court, and with
good prospect of ultimate success. His opponents were, of course,
Mormons, and may have chosen a more expeditious way of quiet-
ing title by quieting the claimant at the same time. But certainly
a Mormon jury could have settled the claim without blood ; only
there might not have been such an impressive and saintly moral
for the benefit of the gentiles.

“ But there were other reasons why Robinson’s permanent ab-
sence was deemed far more desirable than.his presence. He had
been very active in educational and religious enterprises, not al-
together after the pattern prescribed by the saints. Nearly two
years ago Rev. Norman McLeod, a Congregational minister, com-
menced preaching at Camp Douglas, and finding so much en-
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couragement from Gen. Connor and the whole gentile commu-
nity, he established a preaching station in the city, and finally
organized a church. An intelligent congregation was gathered
every Sunday to hear a gentile preéacher in the city of the saints.
Money was liberally subscribed, and a church edifice, we believe,
was in process of erection. A Sunday-school was organized, and
considerable assistance was sent from this city. Dr. Robinson
was the Superintendent of the Sunday-school, and was very ef-
fective in all matters connected with the new religjous society.
Some time in March last, Rev. Mr. McLeod was summoned to
Washingfon by a Congressional Committee to state the results of
his observations concerning the attitude of the Mormons toward
the Federal Government, and such other knowledge concerning
the workings of Mormonism as he possessed. There being né al-
ternative, he obeyed the summons. But previous to his departure
Dr. Robinson, his intimate friend and room-mate, was united by
him in marriage with the daughter of the late Dr. Kay, a lady
identified also with the new religious enterprise. Six months or
more afterwards, and before MclLeod's return, Robinson was
called up in the night on pretense that he was wanted profession-
ally, waylaid and murdered.

s A fact of some significance comes out at this juncture. Gen.
Connor, who had taken a warm interest in the religious society,
and was the fast friend of Robinson ahd McLeod, telegraphed to
the latter, who is still at the East, advising him not to return as
his life was in danger. Thus, the leading layman in the society
was assassjnated, and the pastor warned by his best friend that it
is not safe to return. It may be said that the gentile society had,
from the beginning, exerted a quiet but powerful influence against
polygamy, and already much of doubt and skepticism on this point
had begun to pervade the Mormon community. In New Zealand
and some other places, the natives sometimes roasted and ate a
missionary. In Salt Lake they assassinate him and throw him to
the dogs. At the coroner’s inquest, ex-Governor John B. Weller
being present as counsel on behalf of the friends of the murdered
man, addressed the jury and submitted the following suggestive
propositions : —

¢ ¢ And upon this evidence I have a few plain questions to pro-
pound, which I will leave you and others to answer. I do not
propose to discuss them, simply because I could not do so without
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increasing the excitement which already exists, and prodgcing an
exasperated state of feeling, which could not at the present time
result in any public good.

“ 1. If my associate, Judge Stout, the City Attorney, had been
murdered under the circumstances Dr. Robinson was, would the
police bave exhibited a greater degree of vigilance and energy ?

“ 2. Would the attention of the 4000 people who assembled at
the ¢ Tabernacle’ (where secular affairs are often discussed) on
the succeeding Sabbath have been called to the crime and ex-
horted to use every effort to ferret out the assassins ? -

¢ 8. Could any prominent Mormon be murdered under the
same circumstances and no clew whatever found to the murderer ?

4, Would any portion of the five hundred special police have
been called into requisition or ordered on duty ?

“ 5. Would any of the numerous witnesses who saw the assas-
sins fleeing from their bloody work, have been able to recognize
and name them ?

* 6. Have we not utterly failed to prove, after full investigation,
that Dr. Robinson had a personal enemy in the world, and have
we not proved that he had had difficulties with none except the
city authorities ?

¢ 7. Is there any evidence that he had done anything to make
personal enemies, unless it was having the Chief of Police and
two others bound over to answer a charge of riot?  *

“8. Would he have been murdered if hé had not by his land
claim raised a question as to the validity of the city charter ?

“ 9. Would the ten-pin alley have been destroyed if 4t had not

been his property, and that he had a suit pending against the
city ? .
“ 10. Would the Mayor of the city have ordered him out of his
. house two days before he was murdered, if he had not under-
stood that he claimed damages from the city for the wanton de-
struction of his property ?

“11. Is it not remarkable that a gang of men could go to a
bowling alley, nearly surrounded by houses, within sixty steps of
the most public street in the city, between the hours of eleven and
twelve o’clock at night, demolish the windows and break up with
axes and sledges the alley, and no witnesses found to identify the
mer; or who knew anything whatever about the perpetrators of the
act ?
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¢12. Are not the jury satisfied that some witnesses have with-
held evidence calculated to fasten guilt upon certain partles, be-
cause they feared personal violence ?

« 138, Is there not an organized influence here which prevents
the detection and punishment of men who commit acts of vio-
lence upon the persons or property of gentiles ?

“14. If a Mormon of good standing had been murdered,
would the Mayor, to whom the Chief of Police reports, have
been informed of the act before ten o'clock the next day ?

“15. Would the Chief of Police have gone to bed as soon as
he heard of the crime, and waited three days before he visited
the scene of the murder ?

“16. Was the murder committed for the purpose of striking
terror into the gentiles and preventing them from settling in
this Territory ?

“17. Is it the settled policy of the authorities here to prevent
citizens of the United States, not Mormons, from asserting their
claims to a portion of the public domain in the regularly organ-
ized judicial tribunals of the country ?

«18. Are all legal questions which may arise in this city be-
tween Mormons and gentiles to be settled by brute force ?

_ “19. Do the public teachings of the Tabernacle lead the
people to respect and obey the laws of the country, or do they
lead to violence and bloodshed ?*

« He then referred to the practices and teachings of the Mor-
mons and the natural results that flowed from them : —

“ ¢ Whilst following the practices of some of the patriarchs of
old they have also adopted the creed, ¢ An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth,” What has been the result of these teachings
upon society here? There are a number of respectable men in
this city, some of whom have families, who dare not go upon your
streets at night! “Nor are they men who are afraid of shadows.
They have shown their courage upon the field of battle in defence
of the honor of the country, and would not shrink from meeting
any of them single-handed in the light of day. But they do not
choose to meet an organized band of assassins at midnight. They
dare not go to your theatre or other public places of amusement.
Is it not hard that here, in an American Territory, supposed to
be under the protection of our national flag, citizens who have
perilled their lives to sustain the supremacy of our laws and the
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integrity of the government, are compelled to remain in their
houses at night to escape the hands of murderers ? men who have
violated no law, trespassed upon the right of no ome, but have
simply incurred the displeasure of the dominant party ? Can
this state of things be tolerated on American soil? A govern-
ment which habitually fails to give protection to its people must
soon cease to command their confidence or respect. But I do not
choose to pursue this subject further.

“In this connection, however, I feel called upon to notice the
extraordinary efforts which have been made and are still being
made at the Tabernacle, as well as by the press, to destroy the
confidence of the people in the courts established by the Federal
Government in this Territory. Judges selected by the govern-
ment, because of their legal attainments and sterling-integrity,
have been sent out here to administer the laws and preserve the
peace and order of society. If, in the faithful discharge of their
duties under the oath they have taken, they make a decision in
conflict with the interests or the opinions of the dominant party,
they are bitterly denounced and every effort made to impair their
power and lessen their influence. To effect this, slander and rid-
icule are generally employed. If a Federal Judge will decide
every question which arises between a Mormon and gentile in
favor of the former, he can have an easy and quiet time. He
can have as much fulsome ‘praise as he deserves. But if he de-
cides in favor of the latter, ¢ uneasy lies the head that wears a
crown.’”

The murder of Dr. Robinson, following so closely upon that
of Brassfield, and the outrages upon Williamson and his
companions, quite unsettled the nerves of those gentiles who
had had the hardihood to remain, and they now fled in terror
from before the face of the infuriated fanatics, to whose ten-
der mercies they had been turned over by that government
which should have afforded them the fullest protection.

The garrison stationed at Camp Douglas, instead of being
strengthened as it should have been, bad been disbanded and
withdrawn, till scarcely a corporal’s gnard remained; not
enough to inspire the least respect for the government or its
representatives. General Connor, whose name had been a
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terror to the offender for three years, now found himself,an
outcast and a refugee, in the land which had so lately been
under his control. Finding his life constantly in danger in
Salt Lake City, he removed with his family, a few months
after the assassination of Robinson, to Stockton, in Rush
Valley, forty miles west of Salt Lake, where he now resides.
He is engaged in mining operations, and having considerable
capital invested in developing the silver mines in that locality,
cannot well leave without much financial sacrifice. His life
is in constant danger, as well as thas of every anti-Mormon
resident of the Territory.

The following extract from a letter of General Connor,
dated Salt Lake, December 26, 1866, written just before his
removal to Stockton, will give some idea of the condition
of the Territory at that time : »=

¢ Matters are getting worse here, You will see by the ¢ Vedette,’
that the merchants have addressed a card to Brigham Young, in
reference to his action in not permitting the people to trade with
gentile merchants. Several gentiles established themselves in busi-
- nessin the outer settlements. Some of them have been ordered to
close their stores, and are doing so,and are glad to get away with
their lives. '

“ Of the hundreds who came here to spend the winter, all or
nearly all have left, and many of the old gentile inhabitants are
leaving, or preparing to do so in the spring, if nothing is done for
us by Congress or the Administration.”

The Rév. Mr. McLeod who, previous to the murder of
Robinson, had made a visit to the States, was cautioned by
his friends, by telegraph, not to return, as his life was in
dunger.!

Many fled the Territory. But a small number remained.

1 Rev. William Roberts, also one of the ablest ministers on the Pacific
coast, was deputed, at the last annual Methodist'Conference of Oregon, to
act as & missionary at Salt Lake. He proceeded to execute the mission, but

. after a short stay, returned to his former charge in-Idaho, there to remain

till such time as American citizens in Utah should be protected in their
lives and property.
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And from that Spartan band the cry now comes up for aid
and protection. .

Will that cry be heeded by the government of their
country? Or will that same masterly inactivity which has
hitherto characterized the course of the Federal Government
on this subject, still prevail ?

This is a question which now demands the serious atten-
tion of Con, and of the country.

If the Mormons are to remain in the country, it would
seem to be time that seme system were adopted to enforce
the execution of the laws among them. I am aware that the
subject is one of some difficulty, but one would suppose that
among all those who have been grappling with the great ques-
tions of Southern reconstruction, enough statesmanship might
be found to devise some efficient mode of protecting life and
property in Utah. .

Let us at least hope the attempt will be made.

THE END.
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