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158 ADVANTAGES OF REGULAR MARRIAGE.

which the twain are one, as declared in Holy Writ, is desecrated.
In that union of the wills, the affections, and interests, lics the
hope of improvement of the condition of society; and by the
laws of nature and of grace, there the peace of the world and
realization of the Christian’s hopes are centred. The law estab-
lishing the fumily circle was the first promulgated in social
relations.  And again the sacred historian takes up the theme,
and relates the full-souled offering of his heart by Adam, and
acknowledgment of equality and sameness; and then he declares
that for this cause a man shall forsake all other ties, to obey the
sacred promptings of a guileless nature, in conjugal fidelity to one
and four thousand years
after was once more affirmed as the holy rule of the sexes, by the
Lord of all.

Nor is this a subject ever to be lightly touched, for he is a
traitor to his country, to humanity, and to himself, who can point
the finger of scorn, or lessen in the minds of any, the sacredness
of the dual marriage; and, as all are scholars, from the cradle to
the grave, as well as teachers in the social world, let every rightly
balanced mind exert itself to learn, and to picture the delights and
the sorrows of home, on the truthful basis of their heaven-born
origin.  When the lofty genius of the poet rises highest in scencs
that enrapture and gladden less gifted minds, what inspires but
this spirit of love—when the statesman is tossing restlessly on the
waves of ambition, or the warrior rides fearless on the heights of
a thousand dangers; their souls are nerved to their tasks by the
rewards of love’s admiration; and the peace of the Christian
nestles in the heart, and bids each pure soul cherish, in calm
sublimity, the love of its nearest and dearest neighbor; and all
turn for beauty of expression and truthful illustration of the social
good, to the appropriate comparison of “the love of woman.”
Let nothing then come between the object of regard and the whole
affections — but rather call in aid every thing that can strengthen
the union of souls, and bring it to perfection.

To offer the person for a companion, and withhold the affections,
would be like the Siamese twins in the death of Chang, while




FEELINGS OF THE YOUNG MORMONS,, 159

Eng should live, a body attached to, but not of him—it would be
the embrace of a corpse, galvanized into some of the motions of
life ; but the warmth, the virtue of the vital principle, departed
for ever. And this must soon become the social fate of our
mountain brethren, unless a change comes over the spirit of their
revelations, and they return to the primitive law of the marriage
relation.

EFFECT OF PLURALITY ON THE YOUNG.

A second consideration, arising from’ the same cause, is in the
relation of parents and children. Separated now from those who
can persecute them, it is hard to keep up the enthusiasm of the
mass, by reference to the persecutions heretofore endured. But
to the young, the children of the mountains, these are “oft-told
tales,” jejune and tiresome. The youth there are no fanatics,
and seem to care but little for the detail of doctrines.

And the contemplation of plurality is highly distasteful to the
young ladies of any independence of feeling, however acquiesced
in by the more advanced in age. The subject was placed before
one in its practical light, and the reply was most decided and
prompt against such an arrangement.  Asked if she could consent
to become Mrs. Blank, No. 20, or No. 40 —or if now in youth-
ful life she was espoused to one of her choice, and who was all the
world to her; and then, though ranking No. 1, when the first
blush of beauty had departed, she could be contented to have the
husband call at her domicil after several weeks’” absence and say,
“T am really glad tv see you dearest, and how delighted it would
make me to spend an hour here, but—and, by the way, have you
seen my last bride No. 17; how sweet a girl she is —really I’'m
serry to leave you so soon,”’— the subject was cut short by the
reply, stern and true, ¢ No Sir, I’d die first.” We are informed
that many on the frontiers have deserted the ¢ sealed rclation’”’
and married balf-breeds and Potawatamies, preferring such a
life as that.in the cabins of Nebraska to the ennui of the other.

Young men, teo, feel insecure in proposing to embars in the
matrimonial vessel. They must naturally feel envious, when tbs -
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young women treat them with disdain by yielding to the advice of
ambitious mothers, and attach their fortunes to the hem of a prea-
ident or apostle, in order to obtain a celestial queenship among the
dignitaries of the world to come.

Of all the children that have come under our observation, we
must, in candor, say, that those of the Mormons are the most law-
less and profane. Circumstances connected with travel, with occu-
pations in a new home, and desultory life, may in part account for
this: but when a people make pretensions to raising up a “holy
generation”” and are commanded to take wives for the purpose,
we naturally look at the quality of the fruit produced by the dec-
trines;—and surely they would not complain of the Scripture rule,
Dy their fruits ye shall know them.”

Additions from abroad, and conversion of adults, can never sus-
tain such a society, if the youth and children do not imbibe the
principles that form the community and give it life and vigor — it
is the young who are to transmit and inculcate them, or else, being
at variance with their feelings and enlightened reason, the charac-
ter of that society must soon change. For what constitutes society ?
It has been said, men make the state — this is true when the idea
comprehends the humanity of man, wife, and children. No en-
during blessing was ever promised to a people, without their chil-
dren being expressly mentioned as participants; and heavenly
pictures of a flourishing commonwealth are united with the merry
gambolings and cheerful sounds of the young playing in the
streets of busy cities. Break up the harmony of thought and
purpose between the parent and child; make a man’s enemies of
his own household every where, and what becomes of society ?
It is at the home, at the fireside, at the family altar, that the prin-
ciples and dispositions are obtained that govern individuals; and
as the prevailing tone of the families, so will be the neighbor-
hood, the towns, the legislatures ; so too will be the union princi-
vle that constitutes a peaceful, prosperous state.

The first form of government, arising out of man’s necessities
and wants, is seen in the family, and is the Patriarchal; its in-

ception is intuitive.



THE MORMON SYSTEM. 161

Now, we find the Mormons start in theory, right on the princi-
ple of Government, as on that of Labor. In true theory, govern-
ment rests on the Divine Will, and human minds must interpret
that will, either by direct revelation, or by Reason, enlightened by
experience. Expediency, or what promotes human happiness, is
the rule, but never to infringe on Revelation. In other words,
Justice between individuals and nations is the object of law —
leaving each person all possible freedom to choose his occupation.
Security of Rights is the true political enonomy; the natural de-
sire of good stimulates man to work out wealth and prosperity.

Try, then, this people by their own rule. We find them claim-
ing to act by Divine Will and in the Patriarchal form. Look at
its development! The divine will is changed at once into a
scheme of Human Will — and the latter is made the Lawgiver—
the Judge — the Executor. If the Seer is the Voice of God, all
is well —right. The world denies this however. And then it
falls into an autccracy, despotism. :

So long as the governed people choose to obey one man in all
things, they are not slaves — they may be secure in ¢ life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness,” in their own estimation. Practi-
cally thus far the Mormons are so; and as education is spreading
right thoughts and will continue to do so, if let alone, among the
masses of Yankees and Chartists, they will learn how and when
to throw off' the usurpations of a pretended Theocracy.

In the family, the fostering restraint of authority is necessary
till a certain age, and then the young bird, full fledged, flies off in
joyous freedom, to assume its natural responsibility. So of Col-
onies — and this one, in the Rocky  Mountains, now asks the
privileges of manhood from the parent States — that granted, and
the vagaries of its youth on the science of government will be dis-
carded in the schooling of experience.

THE BIBLE.

But the proselyting from other Christian sects will Le sadly
interfered with, and checked, when the Bible shall be published
‘ 14 *
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as altered by Joseph the Seer. To be sure, each sect that gives
an interpretation of the scriptures different from the apostolic
sense, has a new Bible; but they all keep the same words, and
individual judgment is the standard that capses diversity, which is
ever changing; and thus there is left open the opportunity for a
catholic, that is, universal opinion. But the Bible, printed with
the emendations which we before referred to, will no more be the
Christian’s book of the present churches, than the Alcoran of
Mahomet, or the Zendivesta. Then there will be something
tangible, showing the tendency of the doctrines, and a direct blow
be aimed at the “faith once delivered to the Saints;” it will no
longer be, in the minds of any, a transition and progression from
one view to another, but necessitate an apostacy from one religion
to a different creed, and to the worship of a different God.

These adult additions for bettering temporal condition, do not
add to the strength of the theo-democratic principle of their
government. This will merely give power to the selfish element,
to what they already complain is so common, and numerously
represented by the ¢ Mormonish;’” while, to carry out the
proposed plan, there is required the most complete disinterested-
ness; all that sinking of self in the prosperity of the order, so
conspicuous in the devoted, holy brotherhood of the Jesuits.
‘Whole families emigrate from abroad on account of the desire of a
son, a daughter, or one parent, who are converts —the faith of
one or two, perhaps, making the occasion, not the motive, for the
other members joining the society.

A fourth disturbing cause lies in the system of tithes. By
this engine, immense sums are accumulated, and put at the disposal
of the Presidency, and its corrupting influences of irresponsible
expenditure will sooner or later be developed. It cannot be long
before those restless, ambitious, and talented persons, who are
denjed the great privileges which untold treasures secure, will
become dissatisfied at the sight of ease and luxury in the managers
of what they may consider a religious speculation ; and some may
envy the harems of the shepherds of the flock, supported
indirectly by the labors of the hirelings. The toiling laborer in
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the dusty field may raise the question of unequal burdens, as
the princely curriage rolls past with the music-band in the train,
which even now makes melody in the visiting processions and
pleasure-rides in the mountains. The mecans for amusing the
mind of the multitude, and distracting attention from its own
increasing power, are daily becoming less; while on the other
hand, the burdens grow more and more onerous, and are less
voluntarily borne. The pressure for tithes from all parts is again
vehemently made, and reminds of the times of Joseph, when
engaged on the Nauvoo temple.

Nor is the harmony and union of the Presidency so strong that
it could not be broken. What could happen to the first three,
with the prophet at the head, can easily occur again. It requires
no great shrewdness to perceive the growing affection manifested
for different persons in that board of directors, and parties will
carry the object of admiration with them. No open organizations
are yet made in favor of the second in rank, who is reported to be
the best business man in the valley, but it would require but little
tyracny, and novelty of doctrine, preached by the Seer, to cause_
the cry of ‘apostacy and ambition. Like Lucifer and Rigdon, he
would be declared, by a numerous host, to have forfeited the high
estate, and a vote of the chiefs of stakes, or expressed will of the
majority of the people, would depose him. At present he is wary
of giving revelations, rather hinting that something is soon to
appear, of wonderful importance. He assures that Joseph the
Seer has left more work carved out, than five years of faithful
diligence will accomplish — and when they have fulfilled all the
duties entailed, then they may ask for more light from the angels.

All these secds of distrust, ambition, and discontent, are sown
in a fruitful soil; and if they are left quictly to germinate by the
powers at a distance, cannot fail to destroy that unity which
renders the Mormon community so formidable to any that might
seek to contrel it. That people may well be compared to the
Puritans of New England, in its early settlement — they are as
exclusive, as energetic, as enduring; have sustained persecutions
more fiery — have toiled for rocks and snowy lands — contended



168 ADDENDA.

1844-5.
Joseph the prophet and his brother Hyrum, repair to Carthage on
charge of treason — Are shot in jail by an infuriated mob — Brigham
Young chosen Seer — Violence offered to Nauvoo people — Burnings at

Green Plains.
1846.

Property sacrificed at Nauvoo — Mormons emigrate to the Missouri
Bottom — Cultivate land twenty miles above Platte junction — Battalion
of 520 men recruited for the Mexican War — Women do field-work —
Great sickness in camp — Caves dug for winter shelter.

1847. w

Great mortality and suffering — Indians molest the Mormons — 8th
April: Seer and advance guard of 143 men depart for the mountains—
Seeds and implements transported — 21st July: Advance at Salt Lake
Valley, and 24th Presidency arrive — Ground consecrated for a city —
Invalid company of the Mexican battalion arrive, and 4000 persons

come in October.
1848.

January: Fort completed, of 7788 feet contour — Thirteen miles of
fence, enclosing 6000 acres, made—June:. Crickets cut down the plants,
which are renewed four times in some cases — People starving, dig
roots and eat old hides — Five mills put in operation — Seer returns
with emigrants — Settlements extended — Temple at Nauvoo burnt.

1849.

- Utah Valley occupied — Large crops raised — Constitution for a ter-
ritorial government made — Withdrawn, and one for a State sent to
Congress — Survey of the valley by Captain Stansbury and Mr. Gunni-
son, made by order of United States — Tuilla and San Pete valleys
co'vnized — Missionaries sent to France, Denmark, Sweden, and Eurcpe

geuerally.
1850.

University of Deserét incorporated — Schools opened — Cities laid
olf in Ogden, San Pete, and Timpanagos districts; and little Salt Lake
Valiey colonized — Iron mines worked — State-house finished — Gover-
nor dissolves the State provisional government, and the Territory of
Utah recognised — Brigham Young appointed governor by the Presi-
dent ~— Tithing store-houses built, and adobes made for private dwell-
ingn ~— General prosperity.
’ 1851.

Ceonsus taken .— United States judges arrive — Become dissatisfied,
and withdraw — Legislature protests — Sixteen mills in operation —
Polygamy openly discussed — Latter-Day Saints ordered to remove
_ from the frontier to Utah the coming year.





