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is splendid enough in some months of the year,
but the herbage is' far more suitable, in its
coarseness, for cattle than sheep. It is because
of this that America is so large a purchaser of
Australian wool, though with so far greater an
extent of open country than the Kangaroo land
enjoys. The singular deficiency of rain in the
interior of North America is a serious drawback
to the keeping of stock and the raising of farms.
When we did, therefore, catch sight of a flock,
it was near the banks of a river.

The behaviour of the car company improved
as we approached the settlements. Though we
never lost the sounds of strange oaths, pretty
freely delivered, they were not so demonstrative
as we neared civilized eastern parts, and had
lost much of the peculiarities of the higher
plateaus. Then we came in contact with men
of a more refined stamp, of noble sentiments,
enlarged - ideas, and warm impulses. I ob-
served, on the whole, far more public feeling
than I should have done on English railways.
There was a broader sense of individual duty,
a conviction not only that man was not born to
live by bread alone, but that one’s country ex-
pected every man to do his duty. Politics, of
course, was the one ever-ready subject of talk;
and although there was a strong element of
the personal in notions of government, there
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was a decided opinion that the interests of the
country should be paramount in the thoughts
of the true citizen.

It will not be out of place here for me to
mention what I found at that time to be the
prevailing sentiment in the States about Eng-
land. As everybody knows now, there are
two distinct classes in the States,—the Ameri-
cans proper and the Irish-Americans. Many
of the latter are bitter, very bitter, against this
country, and only anxious that some terrible
calamity should happen to it, with the sincere
hope that they will bear a part in producing
that misfortune, or of adding to its intensity
and bitterness. I had no conception, till I went
into America, of the extent of this horrible,
senseless, and cruel feeling of hatred against
us. Had we of Great Britain combined the
bloodiness of Nero, the malignity of Louis XI.,
the cruelty of Borgia, with the tyranny of a
typical Russian Czar, and the craft of an ideal
Jesuit, in our treatment of Ireland and the Irish,
we could not have raised against us a deeper
detestation among the Irish-Americans. Even
had we, instead of honestly trying of late to do
some justice to Ireland, been practising even
till now the enormities which their absurd
imaginations believed to have characterized
our rule of old, we could not be less loved.
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No South Sea Islander ever made a more ugly
deity with which to frighten himself, than have
some Irish-Americans reared to represent us.

I did try once to argue the matter with one
of the species. In the softest tones, and amidst
abundant vociferous interruption, I humbly
submitted that he, at least, a young man only
a year from home, had not such extraordinary
ground of complaint. I tried to show him
that, at any rate, he had got an education
superior to what those of his condition can yet
hope to obtain in England; that his religious
system enjoyed a freedom under so-called
Protestant dominancy, that I as a Protestant
could not expect to receive in Catholic coun-
tries ; that his land tenure was far more liberal
than that possessed by the English farmer;
that he paid less taxes than the Englishman, etc.
I might just as well have spoken to the engine.

Beaten, but not yielding, I endeavoured to
prove that there was no innate animosity of
our Government toward his people. I declared
that in the colonies Englishmen had abundant
cause to complain that, though they were the
majority in numbers, the loaves and fishes of
Government offices were wellnigh monopolized
by the Irish. I tried the plaintive argument :
admitting that Ireland had been badly ruled
in olden times, I showed that the governing
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powers that had then tyrannized over the Irish
had done so over the English. He would
accept no argument, but swore that he hoped
yet to see England the slave of other nations.

As to the Americans proper, I was impressed
with one fact—their determination no longer
to be under the political thraldom of a foreign
priesthood. Iwas again and again assured that
Americans had now become sensible that that
power was more to be dreaded than any other,
and that a religious war was imminent. They
have felt their throat most uncomfortably
clasped by this Old Man of the Mountain, and
they meant to shake him off »ight away.

The lagzge German population are awakening
from political torpor. The excitement of the
late war in France has quickened their national
impulses. Their sympathies are drawn toward
the policy of Bismark, and they recognize in
the circumstances of America the danger that
statesman foresaw in Germany. It is not from
any Protestant fervour, for a very large propor-
tion of the German settlers are Roman Catholics,
but from a political principle, that they are now
quietly but resolutely combining, shoulder to
shoulder, to contend with Jesuitism in the new
world, and save the Republic from its insidious
approach, and deadly grasp.

The politics of Europe are being reproduced




MY AMERICAN TRAVELLING COMPANIONS. 417

in the United States. There is now, never-
theless a steady and constantly progressive
movement of Americans toward Englishmen.
The revolutionary struggle is wellnigh for-
gotten, the Alabama misfortune is being for-
gotten, and the necessity of a closer alliance
between the two peoples is seen to be more
and more imperative. There is work yet to
be done by both, and together. The enemies
of progress are still strong, and are ever ready
to detect an opening in the armour of adver-
saries. However egotistically patriotic Ameri-
cans may seem, there are, doubtless, a larger
number across the Atlantic whose broad sym-
pathies lead them to hope and work for the
elevation of universal humanity, than even in
our own island.

Much has been made of the intimacy of
Russia and the States. After a recent visit to
the land of the Czar, I am not surprised at the
interest Americans feel in it. In no countryis
there such growth as there. It is a place whose
civilization is no older than that of the slopes
of the Atlantic; and yet, in the two centuries,
it has so advanced in commerce, in education,
in freedom, though led forward by despots, that
the countrymen of Washington cannot avoid
cheering it onward. Russia, like America, is
growing from within. It is peopling the wastes,

27
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reclaiming the deserts, and raising itself, as a
new race, with the vigour of youth, and the well -
directed energy of cultured power. The eman-
cipation of the serfs, the marvellous spread of
education, the rapid decrease of intemperance,
the harmonious working of classes, and the
march of that true spirit of freedom which re-
spects the rights of others, will ere long make
Russia one of the foremost powers to do justice
to man. It is, not less than America, a stand-
ing protest against the feudalism which yet
governs old Europe; and the republicans of
Washington believe that Russians, under the
Czar, will enjoy sound democratic institutions,
and realize the proper relations of capital and
labour, while English, French, and Germans
are blundering in vain to obtain them.

Personally, I met with nothing but cordiality
and kindness from Americans in my journey,
and heard little else than words of fraternity
toward my countrymen. If Englishmen will
only meet them frankly and generously, and
allow for national peculiarities, the friendship
of the two powers will be established, and that
to the good of the world.
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“THE LAST OF THE TASMANIANS.”
PRICE 168.

**Mr. Bonwick promises other works on the subject of the natives of Van
Diemen's Land ; if they are all as interesting and instructive as the present,
little will remain to be written by others on the subject.”"—Public Opinion.

**Itis valuable alike for the information it gives us, and the many carefully
executed engravings it contains. It ought to be one of the most popular
books of the season.”"—ZAe Lsterary World.

** Mr. Bonwick's previous literary labours are well known in Australia,
and the present will add to his well-deserved character for careful research
and strict fidelity. The volume is handsomely bound and illustrated, and
should find a place on every colonist’s bookshelf.” —Home News.

‘* Will well repay careful perusal. Many excellent illustrations are inter-
spersed through its pages, and three charming plates are added to give the
stranger an idea of Tasmanian scenery. Mr. Bonwick, in executing this
‘labour of love’ to himself, has made a valuable addition to colonial his-
tory, and we shall eagerly look for the second part of this work, which will
speak of the Tasmanians in their home and every-day life.” —European
Masil.

¢* Everybody not absorbed in Irish politics will be interested in the ‘Last
of the Tasmanians.’ . . . The sympathetic feeling and kindliness of tone
which the author displays towards the friendless aborigine give us that bias
in his favour which we alluded to at the commencement of our notice.”—
Atheneum.

** The access which he has had to the early records of the colony, and
other official sources of knowledge, gives an authentic stamp to much of
his material. There are, indeed, countless traits in the character of these
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simple islanders, as told by our author, to justify the affectionate regret
with which he dwells upon their extinction, as well as to make very attrac-
tive reading out of the events which mark the evening of their days.”—
Saturday Review.

¢ It is impossible to conceive of a more moixmful and depressing story.
It is the story of a race not only subjugated, but demoralized, —not only
demoralized, but extinguished.”—Daily News.

‘*The recital is at once romantic, suggestive, and instructive in all its
varied incidents, and is compiled with an attention to circumstantial detail
plainly indicating the deep interest which the narrator felt in his work. . . .
He contemplates the production of another work on the subject, for which
he has reserved many interesting and important details ; our knowledge,
therefore, of Tasmania promises to be as complete as it was formerly defec-
tive."” —Morning Post.

** Mr. Bonwick writes with a full knowledge of his subject, derived from
actual experience among the savage race whose downfall he so justly de-
plores. . . . He has told his story plainly and forcibly ; so plainly and
forcibly that many besides himself will find it romantic, affecting, and sug-
gestive. It will be read with advantage, sad as the story is, by all who are
interested in the fate of those wild races, upon whose gradual decline and
fall the foreign empire of Britain seems doomed to be founded. The history
is full and complete. . . . The whole question of aboriginal rights, of the
true work of Christian missions, and of population, is discussed with fair-
ness, intelligence, and vigour, and commends itself to a wide circle of
readers.”— The Standard.

‘* Mr. Bonwick, long known as a zealous and able advocate of the rights
of the weaker races of mankind, has narrated the tragical history of the
aborigines of Tasmania. . . . Nothing was left but to tell the story of out-
rage and cruelty, and this Mr. Bonwick has done with the sympathy of a
philanthropist, and the fidelity of an historian. His work has considerable
literary merit. It contains a large amount of valuable ethnological informa-
tion, and no pains have been spared to ensure accuracy of statement. In
a word, Mr. Bonwick's volume will richly repay perusal.”"—Colonial Intelli-
gencer, London.

* A work well worthy a place in every library, public and private, through-
out Tasmania."—Hobar? Town Litevary Intelligencer.

‘The author is well and favourably known to the Australian public, both
from his late official position as Inspector of Public Schools in Victoria,
and also from his intimate connection with the aborigines of the colonies,
more especially with those of Tasmania. The volume is a faithful historical
account, given with such graphic descriptive power, and interspersed at
times with so many quaint and humorous anecdotes, that the book is not
only readable, but highly interesting. —Hobar? Town Mercury.
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. 1L
“DAILY LIFE OF THE TASMANIANS.

PRICE 13s. 6d.

** A more interesting work than even Mr, Bonwick’s former book. Mr.
Bonwick has produced a volume which will have much that will be new for
the craniologist. ‘The science of language receives in it lustrations from
fresh sources.”—Athenzum.

** He deserves praise for the spirit in which he has undertaken this work,
and the breadth of view and industry which characterise it."— North British
Review,

*' The * Daily Life of the Tasmanians’ will become popular among all who
like to hear particulars of the habits and customs of other countries. This
is a companion volume to the author's ‘Last of the Tasmanians,” a work
which was deservedly spoken very highly of."—Pudlic Opinion.

‘* Everything he says on the subject must command universal attention.
In almost every page of the volume we are astonished at the amount of
labour and knowledge the author has brought to bear on his subject. To
the ethnological student, as well as to the ordinary reader, every page almost
is replete with interest, and he has altogether produced a most valuable
book.”—Ewuropean Mail.

** Both have been highly praised by the daily and weekly press, and with
good reason. In the latter of these two works, which is illustrated with a
variety of engravings, he goes into a mass of detail, much of it exceedingly
interesting, that leaves nothing more worth knowing to be said.”"—Aiance
News. .

‘* Deeply interesting as Mr. Bonwick's elaborate story of extermination
has been pronounced, it fairly yields the palm to his account of the habits,
the morals, the arts, the superstitions of a people whom English civilization
has improved off the face of the earth. The author is an earnest friend to
the doomed race. The author's style is fresh, clear, and forcible ; and the
twin volumes, with their abundant research, their careful statements, and
their excellent illustrations, constitute a history of one of civilization's darker
episodes, which did not exist before, and need not again be written."—2Daily
Telegraph.

¢ Mr. Bonwick is scrupulously careful to state both sides of the question.’’
—London Standard.

¢ He evinces in the composition of his work great local knowledge of his
subject, and the literary and scientific resource and philosophical acumen
necessary for the exhaustive treatment of so difficult a topic.”—Glasgow
Herald,
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‘“The facts thus patiently accumulated have been methodically arranged,
and agreeably presented ; and the result is a work which, both by reason
of its subject and its treatment, is bound to take a prominent place in the
literature of these colonies, and will no doubt become a standard authority
upon the subject of which it treats.”—Melbourne Australasian.

IIL

“CURIOUS FACTS OF OLD COLONIAL
DAYS”

PRICE ss.

** The first things he seeks for in particular are the religious, educational,
and philanthropic ; and he brings out many facts of interest in each depart-
ment. The book isof service in helping the English reader to realize some-
thing of colonial life at its begfning, and it will not fail to interest old
colonists."—Lzterary World.

*“Mr. Bonwick has served up his dish of anecdotes with a flavour of
quaintness, and there is a naives/ in the running fire of observations, with
which he intersperses them, which renders this instructive work both read-
able and interesting."—Britishk Trade Fournal.

*The compiler of this really curious work is evidently an enthusiast in
all matters Australian, and he has found expression for his feelings in the
collection of a number of facts and documents illustrative of the early bis-
tory of those colonies. A very considerable proportion of the points brought
to notice are directly or relatively connected with religion and morals."—
The Record.

¢ In the first place, he knows his subject thoroughly from first to last ; in
the second, he is content to tell what he has to say in the simplest and
clearest manner. How pleasant it is to welcome such a writer in the present
day, probably no one save a reviewer can understand. Not the least in-
teresting of the many interesting chapters of Mr. Bonwick's book are those
devoted to the colonial press and its early struggles and successes. His
book is eminently readable, full of information, and written in a really
excellent style.”—AManchester Conrier.

¢ All that Mr. Bonwick has written upon colonial history and life in the
colonies has been of great interest, but the present volume certainly carries
away the palm from its predecessors. The facts, as Mr. Bonwick observes,
mark the difficulties of progressionists, and indicate the ultimate triumph of
freedom. They are all of them effectively told, and they so far differ as
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being sometimes full of the broadest fun, and at others depressingly sad
and pathetic. ‘Those which relate to the treatment of female convicts are
simply appalling.”—~Public Opinion.

**This work presents a very interesting collection of facts and particulars,
relating chiefly to the early religious and educational history of several of
our Australasian colonies, that should prove of considerable value to the
future historian of these now flourishing settlements.” —Glasgow Herald.

¢ He does full justice to the efforts of every religious body. . . . Itis
fearfully plain. Mr. Bonwick describes with much sympathy the struggles
of the press in the days of the autocracy of colonial governors ; and the
martyrdom of three or four of the earlier printers and proprietors of news-
papers is lovingly recorded by the author. Very full and interesting, also,
is his narrative of events connected with the deposition from the Govern-
ment of the famous Captain Bligh, of ‘ Bounty’ memory."—A4thenzum.

*The oldest colonial newspapers, official documents of ancient date,
public records of bygone days, and every other available source of in-
formation seems to have been ransacked by the indefatigable author. The
volume contains a vast amount of information not to be found in any other
single volume with which we are acquainted.” — Wesleyan Methodist
Magasine.
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