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the ground, being struck dumb and senseless. He
continued in this state for two days and two nights,
and then rose up a converted man, and became a
most zealous preacher of righteousness. Four of
the king’s sons were also converted and became
zealous preachers. Having obtained their father’s
approbation, ‘they took their journey into the
wilderness, to go up and preach the word unto the
Lamanites.” We shall in due time hear what was
the result of their efforts; but years passed away
without any intelligence being received from them.
The king was growing old, and had no one upon
whom he could confer the kingdom. He therefore
committed the records of his people for transmis-
sion to the younger Alma, having previously trans- (
lated the records of the extinet people found by the
subjects of Limhi, “ by the means of those two
stones which was fastened into the two rims of a
bow.” These miraculous spectacles came ultimately,
as we have seen, into the hands of Joseph Smith.
The records thus translated are called the Book of
Ether, and were placed by Mormon nearly at the
end of the book called by his name, and conse-
quently out of their chronological order. The sub-
stance of them is as follows :

The people who inhabited the desolated country,
were the descendants of Jared and his brother,
who were among those engaged in building the
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tower of Babel. When Jared and his brother saw
that God was confounding the language of the
builders, they cried to him for mercy, in conse-
quence of which their language was not confounded,
and with their friends and families, they were di-
rected to the new abode where Providence designed
them to dwell. By divine monition, they went into
the valley of Nimrod, north of Babel, where they
collected flocks and herds, together with swarms
of bees and seeds of every kind. The Lord then
appeared in a cloud, and led them to the sea-side,
where they dwelt in tents during four years'.
After that time the Lord commanded them to
build barges to convey them over the ocean. ‘ And
they were small, and they were light upon the
water, like unto the lightness of a fowl upon the
water; and they were built after a manner that
they were exceeding tight, even that they would
hold water dike unto a dish ; and the length thereof
was the length of a tree; and the door thereof,
when it was shut, was tight like unto a dish. And
it came to pass that the brother of Jared cried
unto the Lord, saying: O Lord, I have performed

1 A different account is given in page 424, where, speaking of
the devil, the Book of Mormon says : “ That same being who
put it into the hearts of the people to build a tower sufficiently
high that they might get to heaven, led on the people which came
from that tower into this land.”
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the work which thou hast commanded me, and I
have made the barges according as thou hast di-
rected me. And, behold, O Lord, in them there
i8 no light, whither shall we steer. And also we
shall perish, for in them we cannot breathe, save
the air that is in them, therefore we shall perish.
And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared, Be-
hold, thou shalt make a hole in the top thereof,
and also in the bottom thereof ; and when thou shalt
suffer for air, thou shalt unstop the hole thereof
and receive air. And if it so be that the water
come in upon thee, behold, ye shall stop the hole
thereof, that ye may not perish in the flood. And
it came to pass that the brother of Jared did so,
according as the Lord had commanded. And he
cried again unto the Lord, saying, O Lord, behold,
I have done even as thou hast commanded me ; and
I have prepared the vessels for my people, and
behold there is no light in them. Behold, O Lord,
wilt thou suffer that we shall cross this great water
in darkness? And the Lord said unto the brother
of Jared, What will ye that I shall do, that ye may
have light in your vessels? For behold, ye cannot
have windows, for they will be dashed in pieces;
neither shall ye take fire with you, for ye shall not
go by the light of the fire ; for, behold, ye shall be
as a whale in the midst of the sea; for the moun-
tain waves shall dash upon you.” ¢ And it came to
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pass, that the brother of Jared (now the number
of the vessels was eight) went forth unto the mount
which they call the mount Shelem, because of its
exceeding height, and did moulten out of a rock
sixteen small stones, and they were white and clear
like unto transparent glass.” These stones, being
touched by the finger of God, became like so many
stars to enlighten the passengers in the dark
barges. Jared and his party now placed their
animals and provisions on board, and soon after-
wards embarked on their voyage. A furious tem-
pest ensued, in the course of which the barges were
often buried in the depths of the sea, but no storm
could hurt them, * the vessels being tight like unto
a dish.” After being thus driven for three hun-
dred and thirty-four days, *they did land upon
the shore of the promised land.” Here they be-
came mighty nations; they built cities; they cul-
tivated the arts, and finally, on account of their
wickedness, became exterminated by dreadful wars
among themselves. And it came to pass, that
when they had all fallen by the sword, save it were
Coriantumr and Shiz, behold Shiz had fainted with
loss of blood. And it came to pass, that afier he
had smote off the head of Shiz, that Shiz raised up
on his hands and fell, and after that he had struggled
Jor breath, he died. And it came to pass, that
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Coriantumr fell to the earth, and became as if he
had no life.”

We have now reached the five hundred and
ninth year after the flight of Lehi. Here the book
of Mosiah ends, giving an account of the termina-
tion of the reign of kings, and the commencement.
of a kind of republican government under judges.
Alma was appointed chief judge, being also high
priest by the ordination of his father, who soon
afterwards died at the age of eighty-two. Mosiah
also died in the thirty-third year of his reign, and
the sixty-third year of his age. :

The Book of Alma follows the Book of Mosiah,
and occupies 186 pages of the Book of Mormon.
It is principally filled with details of the events
which happened under the reigns of the early
judges, of the wars and contentions among the peo-
ple, of the efforts of Alma and others to establish
the Church, and of a war between the Nephites and
the Lamanites. Soon after Alma was raised to the
judgment-seat, Nehor, a very large and powerful
man, was brought before him on two charges of
heresy and one of murder. The first charge was,
that he had declared *“ unto the people that every
priest and teacher Aad ought to become popular;
and that they ought not to labour with their own
hands, but that they Aad ought to be supported by



APPENDIX. 265

the people.” The second charge was, that he had
¢ testified unto the people that all mankind should
be saved at the last day, and that they need not
fear nor tremble, but that they might Lift up their
heads and rejoice; for the Lord had created all
men, and had also redeemed all men; and in the
end all men should have eternal life.” This heretic
had also slain one Gideon, an orthodox preacher,
who had withstood him with arguments. Being
found guilty on all three charges, he was caused to
acknowledge, * between the heavens and the earth,”
that his doctrines were false; and afterwards, on
the hill Manti, he was put to an ignominious death.
His doctrines, nevertheless, had taken root, and,
about five years afterwards, one Amlici, a cunning,
shrewd man, of the same opinions, arose and tried to
pervert the people. He ¢ drew away much people
after him, even so much that they began to be very
powerful ; and they began to endeavour to estab-
lish Amlici to be a king over the people.” The ques-
tion whether he should be a king, was decided by
popular vote, and he was defeated. His adherents,
however, gathered themselves together, and an-
ointed him king, in consequence of which a civil
war ensued. The Amlicites were routed in a battle,
in which they lost 12,532 souls, while the Nephites
bewailed the slaughter of 6562 of the orthodox
party. The surviving Amlicites fled to the La-
N
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manites, and joined them in an invasion of Zara-
hemla. Another battle ensued, in which Alma
and Amlici having met in single combat, the latter
was slain, and the Lamanites and Amlicites were
totally defeated. Several engagements followed, in
which the orthodox Nephites were uniformly victo-
rious, and a season of universal prosperity to their
church was the consequence. They began to grow
proud of their wealth and greatness, and very
shortly, envying, malice, and contention grew up
among them. Alma, in order to check their in-
creasing depravity, resigned his judicial authority
to Nephihah, and went forth as high-priest, devoting
himself wholly to the business of preaching. Many
specimens of his sermons are given, which are gene-
rally similar in their manner and matter to the
exhortations of itinerant preachers among the
modern Methodists and Baptists. He prophesied
also respecting the speedy coming of the Messiah,
proclaimed with boldness the doctrine of regene-
ration by baptism, and freely quoted the New Tes-
tament long before the writers of the New Testa-
ment were born. Great effects attended his preach-
ing generally, but when he reached the city of
Ammonihah, he could make no impression upon
the minds of the people, who even reviled him, spit
upon him, and cast him out of their city. As he
was departing in despair, an angel appeared and
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commanded him to return to Ammonihah and make
a second attempt. Returning privately to the city,
he was met by a man named Amulek, to whom
the angel had also appeared, and who hospitably
entertained him at his own house. Amulek, being
converted to the faith, went forth with him to
preach the word, but the lawyers opposed them,
and stirred up the people to persecute them, toge-
ther with those who believed their doctrines. Ac-
cordingly, several of their converts were burned at
the stake; the Holy Scriptures also were brought
forth and committed to the flames. Alma and
Amulek were tormented in prison, and, finally, on
the twelfth day, the chief judge, and lawyers, and
priests, came to them and smote them cruelly. The
valiant confessors then cried unto the Lord, and
immediately an earthquake ensued, so severe that
the prison walls fell and crushed their tormentors.
Alma and Amulek came forth in safety, and soon
afterwards had the satisfaction of converting Zee-
zrom, the most distinguished of the lawyers, who
became their powerful auxiliary. Alma, having
seen a great religious change among the people,
returned to his home at Zarahemla, accompanied
by his friend Amulek. Soon afterwards the armies
of the Lamanites invaded the land, and utterly
destroyed the city of Ammonihah with its in-
N2
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habitants, but were finally expelled with great
slaughter.

We have next an episode, describing the adven-
tures of Ammon, Aaron, Omner, and Himni, the
four sons of Mosiah, who had gone as missionaries
among the Lamanites. After an absence of four-
teen years, they returned and related the following
story :(—

- When they first reached the land of the Laman-
ites, they were seized and made slaves in the ser-
vice of several chiefs. Ammon was made a shep-
herd under King Lamoni, in which situation he
exhibited his prowess by defeating, with his single
arm, an entire band of hostile shepherds, who
sought to scatter his flock. When his valour was
described to the king, the latter concluded that
Ammon was the Great Spirit in human form, and
showed him the greatest reverence. Ammon de-
clared that he was merely a man, and forthwith
preached and prophesied with such power, that the
king fell to the ground and remained in a trance
like a dead person for the space of three days. At
length he arose in an ecstasy, and began to declare
the heavenly wonders which he had seen, and to
prophesy respecting the advent of the Messiah.
A great revival ensued, and scenes took place simi-
lar to the enthusiastic manifestations of modern
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times,—the king, the queen, and all their servants
falling down insensible, and then reviving to shout
praises, and to declare that they had seen angels,
and conversed with them. The converted persons
were named Anti-Nephi-Lehies, and seem to have
abandoned their wild Indian habits and to have
adopted the Quaker principle of non-resistance.
Ammon succeeded in delivering his brothers from
bondage ; and the four missionaries proceeded
through the land, establishing numerous churches,
baptizing thousands of converts, and consecrating
priests and teachers in the true Mormon fashion.
Soon the fiercer tribes of unconverted Lamanites
made war upon the believers, who appeared to be
on the verge of extermination. Instead of defend-
ing themselves, they buried their swords and other
weapons, and suffered a thousand and five of their
people to be butchered. Their patience finally
moved the Lamanites to mercy, and more than a
thousand of the latter were converted : thus abund-
antly compensating for those who had been slain.
They were, however, attacked by other tribes of
their Lamanitish brethren, and, adhering to their
principles of non-resistance, they ultimately, at the
suggestion of the four missionaries, emigrated to
the land of Zarahemla. The four brethren asked
permission for their converts to settle in that
country, which was readily granted to them by the
N3
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religious and benevolent Alma ; and they were
called the people of Ammon.

. Subsequently to this event, the Lamanites in-
vaded the territory of the Nephites, and, after
tremendous slaughter on both sides, were driven
out and scattered. Peace ensued, and the people,
observing the law of Moses with strictness, con-
tinued to increase in numbers and prosperity.
Soon afterwards an antichrist arose, named Kori-
hor, who was miraculously struck dumb by Alma,
and his infidel doctrines nipped in the bud. A
sect of Unitarian * dissenters,” named Zoramites,
also appeared, who refused to observe the laws of
Moses, rejected the traditions of the fathers, and
established separate synagogues and a liturgical
form of worship. These “ dissenters™ finally joined
their forces with the Lamanites, and made war
against the orthodox Nephites. They were totally
defeated, and Zerahemnah, the captain of the
Unitarian heretics, being scalped by the orthodox
party, his scalp was exposed in triumph on the
point of a spear.

Alma, about this time, assembled his sons, He-
laman, Shiblon, and Corianton, and gave them long
lectures, in which he expounded the prophecies,
foretold the descent of Christ in America, and laid
down several of the doctrines of Mormonism. To
Helaman he committed all the sacred plates, the
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mystic stones (or Urim and Thummim), and the
compass which guided Lehi through the wilderness
and across the ocean. He foretold to him, also,
that in four hundred years after the appearance of
Christ, the Nephites would dwindle in unbelief, and
finally become extinet. After uttering this pro-
phecy, he disappeared, like Moses; and nothing
was known concerning his death or burial.

Helaman and his brethren succeeded their father
as high-priests, and were soon annoyed by a pre-
tender, who desired to found a monarchy and
abolish true religion. Moroni, the commander of
the Nephite armies, hoisted a flag of liberty, and
rallied around him the believers in a future Mes-
siah, who were now called Christians. The pre-
tender, being defeated, fled among the Lamanites,
and became their king ; after which, he invaded
the territory of the Nephites. The latter, how-
ever, under Moroni, had erected many forts and
mounds of earth, from which they defended them-
selves successfully against their enemies, and in-
flicted prodigious slaughter upon them. After this
they sallied forth, and carried the war into the ter-
ritory of the Lamanites, where they destroyed all
the strongholds, and returned in triumph.

A class of political dissenters now arose, who
threatened to weaken the Nephite republic. Mo-
roni, like a true Danite, marched against them,
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and put four thousand to death. About the same
time, the pretender invaded the Nephite territory
at the head of his Lamanites, but was secretly
assassinated by a Nephite ; in consequence of
which his army was dispersed. Many wars of a
similar nature followed at various intervals. The
Nephites were generally victorious ; and ultimately
purchased by their efforts a protracted peace, dur-
ing which they multiplied and became exceedingly
strong. They even sent out emigrants in ships to
other countries ; and Corianton, the son of Mosiah,
was among the adventurers. Helaman, Moroni,
and Shiblon died, and the sacred plates were com-
mitted to a son of Helaman of the same name.

The Book of Helaman details melancholy ac-
counts of dissensions and wars, and strange alter-
nations of prosperity and adversity to the Church.
A son of Helaman, named Nephi, who was now
chief judge, imitated the example of Alma, and,
resigning his civil office, became a great prophet
and preacher, performing miracles and mighty
wonders, in company with his brother Lehi. He
even went to the Lamanites, and was so successful
in converting them, that he arrested the tide of
war, and restored peace to the l]and. He reclaimed
many dissenting Nephites ; and in proof of his
faith and holiness, the earth shook, the heavens
opened, and angels came down at his voice. After
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Nephi, rose up Samuel, a Lamanite, who predicted
that Christ would come into the world in five
years, and that on the day of his birth there would
be no night, although the sun would go down as
usual. Another sign was to attend his death,
namely, three whole days of darkness, in which
there were to be thunderings and lightnings, earth-
quakes, and the rending of rocks and hills. Thirty-
three years were to elapse between these two tre-
mendous signs, which were to be the period of the
Messiah’s earthly existence.

The five years spoken of by Samuel had nearly
expired, and the unbelievers, who were now nume-
rous among the people, had determined on slaying
the Christians, if the prophecy should fail of accom-
plishment. At length the suspense of both par-
ties was removed by the appearance of the first
sign. There was an entire night without darkness,
although the sun went down as usual. The people,
therefore, knew that Christ had come into the
world. Nephi, the son of the last-mentioned
Nephi, went forth among them, and baptized
immense multitudes for the remission of sins, The
converted Lamanites now became as white as the
Nephites, and great signs and wonders. were
wrought by the hand of Nephi. At the end of
thirty-three years, in the six hundred and thirty-
fourth year after the flight of Lehi from Jerusalem,
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the awful signs appeared which had been foretold
as accompanying the death of Christ. There was
a great tempest and terrible thunder, the earth
shaking as if it were about to fall in pieces. Vivid
lightning ran along the ground ; cities were over-
turned and buried in the midst of the sea ; a terri-
ble darkness continued for three days; and there
was great howling and weeping among the people.
The voice of Christ was heard amid the tempest,
denouncing woes upon sinners, and offering grace
and salvation to all who would repent and believe.
After these signs had disappeared, a great multi-
tude of Nephites were gathered together, convers-
ing upon what they had seen, when *they heard
a voice, as if it came out of heaven; and they cast
their eyes round about, for they understood not the
voice which they heard; and it was not a harsh
voice, neither was it a loud voice ; nevertheless,
being a small voice, it did pierce them that did
hear to the centre . . . yea, it did pierce them to
the very soul, and did cause their hearts to burn.
And it came to pass, that again they heard the
voice, and they understood it not ; and again, the
third time, they did hear the voice, and did open
their ears to hear it ; and their eyes were towards
the sound thereof; and they did look stedfastly
towards heaven from whence the sound came ; and
behold ! the third time they did understand the
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voice which they heard ; and it saith unto them,
Behold my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,
in whom I have glorified my name, hear ye him !

¢« And it came to pass, as they understood, they
cast their eyes up again towards heaven, and
behold ! they saw a Man descending out of heaven ;
and he was clothed in a white robe, and he came
down and stood in the midst of them ; and the
eyes of the whole multitude was turned upon him,
and they durst not open their mouths even one to
another, and wist not what it meant; for they
thought it was an angel that had appeared unto
them.

“ And it came to pass, that he stretched forth
his hand, and spake unto the people, saying,
Behold ! I am Jesus Christ, of which the prophets
testified, that should come into the world; and
behold, I have drank out of that bitter cup which
the Father hath given me, and have glorified the
Father in taking upon me the sins of the world, in
the which I have suffered the will of the Father in
all things, from the beginning.”

There were several occasions on which the Mes-
siah is said to have appeared subsequently; at
which times he is blasphemously represented as
teaching Anabaptist and Mormon doctrines, be-
sides repeating the instructions and performing
the miracles of the New Testament. With equally
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audacious blasphemy he is described as instituting
the sacraments, ordaining twelve apostles, and,
finally, ascending into heaven. All were now bap-
tized in the name of the Trinity ; and the whole of
the Nephites, with most of the Lamanites, became
converted. For more than 150 years, America
was almost a paradise; for there were no conten-
tions, envyings, strifes, tumults, lyings, murders, or
uncleanness. About the commencement of the

third century of the Christian era, the love of many
began to wax cold, and iniquity once more

abounded, till the wicked became exceedingly more
numerous than the people of God. Terrible. wars

—_—.

ensued between the Nephites and Lamanites, which '

are duly recorded by the prophet Mormgn. The

Nephites, in their degenérate state, had lost the ,

favour of God, and were slaughtered in prodigious
numbers by their enemies. The -prophet Mormon
refused to head their armies, on account of their
wickedness and abominations, At length, about
the year 400, their scattered forces were collected
at the hill Camorah, where they hoped to gain some
advantage over the Lamanites. A dreadful battle
ensued, in which two hundred and thirty thousand
Nephites were slain, twenty-four persons alone
escaping, with Mormon and his son Moroni. Mor-
mon was severely wounded, and soon afterwards was
slain with his companions, Moroni alone surviving
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to tell the dreadful tale. To him the sacred re-
cords had been entrusted; and, faithful to his
charge, he deposited them in the hill Camorah,
whence, after an interval of 1427 years, they were
disinterred by the prophet Joseph Smith, -

THE END.
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