











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HOSTILITY TO LAWYERS IN UTAH, <47

employing lawyers to deceive and lie for them, which are sy-
nonymous terms in the eyes of justice, and by bringing in wit-
nesses to screen the guilty, and deceive a jury, whereby they
are liable to give a wrong verdict.” .

Brigham, in another discourse, indignantly berates the saints
for thelr short-comings. Says he, “I am ashamed of many
of you. Itisa disgrace for men who profess to be men of
dignity and character, men who have been judges in the su-
preme court in their country, to condescend to the mean, low-
lived calling of a pettifogger, and miserable tools at that.
You men who love contention, corruption, and broils, and whe
seek to make them, I curse you in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I curse you, and the fruits of your lands shall be
smitten with mildew, your children shall sicken and die, your
cattle shall waste away, and I pray God to root you out from
the society of the saints. To sit among you is like sitting in
the depths of hell, and your hearts are as black as the ace of
spades.” In this extract it would seem that the Mormon seer
superseded the authority and teaching of Christ when he said :
“] say unto you, bless and curse not.” This discourse ended
with the following singular passage and incident. “I say, may
God Almighty curse the lawyers from this time henceforth;
and let all the saints in this house say amen.” W hereupon, a
general groan of amen, from three thousand persons present,
was heard throughout the house. And then Brigham con-
cluded by declaring that the lawyers were a stink in the nos-
trils of God and angels, and in the nostrils of every Latter
Day Saint in this territory.

In another of these refined and instructive discourses,
Brigham comes down heavily on some of the recreant saints.
He says: *“Brother Wooley has reported the circumstance of
8 bishop’s finding a woman who had been living upon the
charity of her neighbors, and who at the same time bad valua-
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ble property, and money laid up. I can refer you to scores of
like circumstances, and what is more, to some of the elders,
who have been preaching abroad and brought their hundreds
into the church, who come here with a lie in their hearts and
on their tongues, with regard to their means, and declare em-
phatically that they have no means to help themselves with,
neither money nor goods. They have been brought here by
the Perpetual Emigration Fund, and have never yet paid for
their passage, and they have gold, if they have no silver, and have
the richest kind of clothing. Such people will be damned,
and the sooner they leave us the better.”

The present population of Utah Territory may be forty
thousand persons. In 1853, it was about thirty thousand.
Not all of these are Latter Day Saints. The Deseret Al-
manac for 1853, states the full number of Mormons through-
out the world te have been a hundred and fifty thousand at
that time, of whom thirty thousand were inhabitants of the
British Isles® The natural growth of the population in Utah,
is not equal in proportion to other portions of this nation;
thereby proving that polygamy is not propitious to the healthy
and vigorous increase of the species. From the scattered
situation of the various members of the community, it is im-
possible to obtain minute and accurate statistical information
in reference to them ; but it is probable that the whole num-

*In Great Britain the grand total in 1851 was given at 30,747
In 1853 Orson Pratt gives it as follows:

“The Btatistical Report of the Church of the Saints in the
British Islands, for the half year ending June 80, 1853, gives the
following fotal: 53 conferences, 737 branches, 40 seventies, 10
high-priests, 2578 elders, 1854 priests, 1416 teachers, 834 deacons,
1776 excommunicated, 274 dead, 1722 emigrated, 2601 baptized

total, 30,690.”
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ber of Mormons throughout the world at present, does not fall
far short of two hundred thousand persons.

Intelligent observers who have carefully examined the novel
and anomalous community in Utah, assert that there are three
causes inherent in it, which will tend hereafter to introduce dis-
cord and disunion, and may prove an efficient barrier to its
ultimate success. '

The first of these are the pernicious effects of the very in.
stitution which has thus far attracted and united them—polyg-
amy. Like every other vice it at first charms and deludes
people, then - it punishes them, then it disgusts and offends
them. Polygamy conduces inevitably to the inferiority and
degradation of the female sex; and much as the Mormon
leaders preach against “ Gentile gallantry and fashion,” just as
soon as Utah Territory is surrounded, asit eventually will be,
by another population which renders to woman that deference,
and that delicate though undefined supremacy and considera-
tion, which are her due in every civilized, and especially in
every Christian community, just so soon will an influence be
brought to bear upon the isolated race of fanatics who inhabit
Utab, which will gradually loosen the bands of adhesion be-
tween them, and disruption and jealousy be introduced, whose
effects will reach the very foundations of their social and spir-
itual fabric.

The second cause of future disunion is the relation of parents
and children. Under the Mormon code the due reverence of
the latter for the former, as prevalent among other civilized
communities, does not exist. It is here that the most intense
jealousies and hatreds are generated, which become as com-
plicated and extensive as they are intense. The ill-feeling
which sometimes exists between the children of two successive
wives of “ Gentile” fathers, will serve to illustrate the nature,
but not the degree, of that bad feeling. Nor can we conceive

29
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how any intelligent son or daughter can regard with any re-
spect even the parent, who is already the father of several
dozens of children ; and who every day goes about doing his
best to augment the number to half a hundred. Can these
children love one another? Can they love the various step-
mothers? Can they love the “old man of all?” We know
nothing of human nature, if they can entertain any feeling but
a geueral contempt for everybody concerned. And where such
a hostile ard contemptuous sentiment becomes general, as it
inevitably must in the progress of time, when these families
become numerous and their conflicting feelings and interests
have been fully developed, the warring elements will reach the
state and the church, and produce the most disorganizing con-
sequences there.  Already, many of the younger wives of the
old and inefficient “ saints,” disgusted with the developments
and incidents of polygamous life, have run away; and pre-
ferred to marry the nobler halfbreeds and Indians, the Potto-
wotamies and the Sioux, of the Nebraska hills and vales,
where the presence of only one wife in the household restores
to her something of the unity, the affection and the consequence
which justly belong to the wife in the marriage state.*
Another cause of future discord lies in the system of tithes.
By this arrangement immense sums are placed in the hands
of the Presidency, who are entirely irresponsible as to its use.
These presidents, with Brigham at their head, must possess
more honesty and disinterestedness than they have ever yet
displayed, or than fall to the lot of most men, if, after a time,
they do not appropriate these resources to purposes of private
luxury and interest. Surmises and complaints to this effect
already exist. Even now the second person in power in the
Territory, is regarded as the best business man, more crafty

*See Lieut. Gunnison’s “Mormons or Later Day Saints,” p. 159.
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and more sagacious than Brigham ; and it will not be long be.
fore, through his influence and his passions, discord and oppos-
ing interests of great power will be brought into conflict.*

The strongest preservative of the future prosperity of the
Mormon community, consists in their admission to the Union
as astate. There are some who hold that this privilege should
be denied them. They contend that the existence of polyga-
" my among them, as a portion not only of their religious, but
also of their civil constitution, renders them unfit for political
association with christian states and people. Nor are the ar-
guments by which this position is sustained without some force.

It may be urged, that, by the admission of Utah, some acts
will become lawful in one state, which are highly criminal in
all the rest; that a man who commits bigamy in one of the
states need but pass over the boundary of Utah, and defy the
claim for extradition made by the state whose law has been
violated ; that the Mormon authorities could not, consistently
with their own principles and practices, deliver up a man to
punishment, for doing a deed which they themselves so highly
commend. It may be urged that if a Mormon, having wives
already in Utah, visits another state and marries there again,
a conflict of jurisdiction would take place, because he might
plead the privileges and rights of his own state to which he
immediately returns, in defense of his act. A few such diffi-
culties may be imagined, as operative against the admission
of Utah to the Union, as a sovereign state. In addition to this,
the severe moralist may say something against the great as-
sistance and protection thus rendered to the prevalence and
supremaey of what he is disposed te stigmatize as one of the
basest and meanest of vices.

But these arguments may easily be answered. Each'state

*See Lieut. Gunnison’s “Mormons or Latter Day Saints,” p. 183,
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is sovereign within its own limits; except that its sovereignty

is curtailed by the admission of the sovereignty of all the
other states within their limits. Each state is bound to re-
coguize as valid and obligatory the laws of every other state,
as regards the inhabitants of that state. Consequently, if a
man in Utah has a plurality of wives, and by the laws of Utah
that act is not bigamy, but becomes lawful, all the other
states will be bound to recognize the validity and rectitude
of that act, if committed within the jurisdiction of the state of
Utah. But if a citizen of the state of Utah attempted to marry,
when already married, within the limits of another state, he
then violates the laws of that state, and becomes amenable to
punishment ; and Utah must give the fugitive up, on the de-
mand being made for him by the proper authorities. Thus
the jurisdiction of each state will be recoguized within its own
limits, by all the other states around it. A precisely parallel
case to Mormon polygamy already exists in this confederacy,
and occasions no difficulty. =By the laws of most of the states,
lottery-policies are made illegal by express statutes. But in
the state of Maryland, they are made legal by the same means.
Consequently, a citizen of Maryland may deal in lottery poli-
cies without violating the laws, as long as he remains in Mary-
land. But the moment he passes beyond her boundaries, and
attempts to do the same thing in another state, which the
statutes of that state forbid, that moment he becomes an of-
fender, and is amenable to the laws of that state. Maryland
has no right to demand his extradition, even though he dealt in
the same lotteries in the foreign state which had been estab-
lished and patronized by law in Maryland. It is the statutes
of the respective stdtes which makes the act felonious in one
state and legal in another; and each state, by the federal con

stitution, has full power so to do. And the same constitution
makes it obligatory on the authorities of each state to dciivet
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up to the state having jurisdiction of the crime, all persons
charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who
shall have fled from justice, and be found in another state.*

Among the requirements specified by the federal constitu-
tion, before a territory oan be admitted to the Union as astate,
there is no provision with which Utah cannot comply. The
constitution requires that no new state shall be formed or
erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, nor any state
be formed by the junction of two or more states, or parts of
states, without the consent of the legislatures of the states con-
cerned, and of congress.t Congress is to guarantee to each
new state a republican form of government; and the same
body has, by one of its acts, settled the number of inhabitants
requisite to the admission of an applicant.

With all these requisitions Utah can readily comply. No-
other than these can be demanded. And when it is remem-
bered, that polygamy as it exists in Utah is professedly a part
of the religious system of the inhabitants, and that the federal
coustitution expressly ordains, that “ Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof,” all the legal difficulties vanish which
might have seemed to oppose the elevation of Utah to the
high dignity of a sovereign member of this confederacy.

It is not improbable that the political consequence of Utah,
in future time, will become very great. It will doubtless be-
come one of the connecting links of that mighty chain of em-

. pires which now binds together vast realms which lie on the
shores of two far-distant oceans. The manifest destiny of
every state in this union seems inevitably to be toward po.
litical advancement, toward the increase of agricultural and

*See constitution of United States, Art. IV, seec. Il, 2.
4 Ibid, Art. IV, sec. III, II.
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commercial wealth, toward the concentration of active, intelli-
gent, and enterprising communities, toward improvement in
all the genial arts and sciences of peace, toward the mingling
of many nations into one, whereby the most powerful and
gifted race of men will gradually be produced, who have ever
agitated and ruled the world ; and in all these temporal and
secular blessings, Utah will, doubtless, eventually share. But
as to the religious creed, and the strange fanatical aspirations
of her people, we believe that, in proportion as inteliigence
and knowledge crowd around her borders, they will eventually
languish and die.

The earth hath bubbles, as the water has,
And these are of them. .
Macbeth, Act 1, Be. 8.



APPENDIX A.
SPECIMEN OF A MORMON SERMON, BY PRESIDENT B. YOUNG.

You say, “that man ought to die for transgressing the law of
God.” Let me suppose a case:—Suppose you found your brother
in bed with your wife, and put a javelin through both of them, you
would be justified, and they would atone for their sins and be re-
ceived into the kingdom of God. I would at once do so in such a
case; and under such circumstances I haveé no wife whom I love so
well that I would not put a javelin through her heart, and I would
do it 'with clean hands. But you who trifle with your covenants,
be careful lest in judging you will be judged. Every man and
woman has got to have clean handsand a pure heart to execute
judgment, else they had better let the matter alone. Again, sup-
pose the parties are not caught in their iniquity, and it passes along
unnoticed, shall I have compassion on them? Yes, I will have com-
passion on them for transgressions of the nature already named, or
for those of any other description. If the Lord soorder it that they
aTe not caught in the act of their iniquity, it is pretty good proof
that he is willing for them to live, and I say let them live and suffer
in the flesh for their sins, for they will have it to do. There is not
a man or woman who violates the covenants made with their God,
that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ
will never wipe that out; your own blood must atone forit; and
the judgments of the Almighty will come, sooner or later, and every
man and woman will have to atone for breaking their covenants. ’
To what degreef Will they have to go to helli They are in hell
enough now. I do not wish them in a greater hell, when their
conciences condemn them all the time. Letcompassion reign in our
bosoms. Try to comprehend how weak we are; how we are organ-
ized; how the spirit and the flesh are continually at war.

There are many in this kingdom who are as foolish as men and
women can well be; so much so, that it would seem as though they
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mever had received moral instruction. They give way to wicked-
nees, and outrage the feelings of - these who are truly moral, yet in
their hearts they go all lengths for the kingdom of God on the
earth. They are willing to stand in the front of the battle, to go
to the ends of the earth to preach the gospel, or to do anything
they are called upon to perform; yet when youn examine their mo-
rality, it highly outrages the feelings of those who are strictly
woral and honest in all their ways. Doyou believe this? Yes, and
many of you know it. Many of our boys who play in the streets,
and use profane language, know not what they are doing; but
there are old men, members of the High Priests’ Quorum and of
the High Council, who, when they get into a difficulty in the kan-
yon and are perplexed, will get angry, and swear at and curse
everything around them. I will insure that I could find High
Priests who conduct in this manner. But on their way home their
feelings become mollified, and they wish to plead with the Lord
to forgive them. Could you place yourself in some of our kanyons,
or in some other difficult places, out of sight but within hearing,
and hear some of the brethren curse and swear at their cattle and
horses, you would not have the least idea that they had ever known
anything about “ Mormonism ; ” but follow them home and you may
find them pleading with the Lord for pardon. There are just such
characters in our midst. Do you think they should be cut off from
the church? Ithink that if the presidents of quorums would chas-
tise them it might be beneficial—at any rate it would not hurt
them—and if that will not do, disfellowship them, and let them
know that they must observe the laws of this kingdom, or eventu-
ally becut off. If you do not wish to disfellowship them, you who
are without ein, take such men into the kanyon, where they may
+ bellow and bellow in vain, and give them a good cowhiding, until
they will remember and be ashamed of themselves when they take
the name of God in vain, or lie.

You may take this counsel spiritually or temporally, just as you
please. Such characters ought to be whipped so that they would
remember it to the day of their death; and if they do not then
stop their lying, swearing, cursing, and pilfering, I will tell them
that sooner or later they will be cut off from the church and go to
hell. )
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Quite a number of men came here the first season besides the pion-
eers. Brother Frost was one of the pioneers, and probably one of
the first who hammered iron in this region since the days of the
Nephites. He has traveled through the Territory north, south,
east, and west, wherever he has been sent. He has also crossed the
Pacific ocean, and is again right here on hand, not dead yet. There
are many others who have held on in the same way, who have not
turned aside but have remained here, or gone where they have been
sent. As I was observing last Sabbath, such persons are the char-
acters who are not so generally known throughout our community
as are the drunkards and men who go to law; those are the men of
notoriety, but the others are men of sense, men who mind-their own
business. Still, do not go to cutting off twigs before they ought to
be cut off, but if they prefer it, let them go to California, and put
their gold and silver into the hands of the devil, for I ask ho odds
of them, and expect I.could buy the whole of them, so faras prop-
erty is concerned. However, be merciful to them. I say to those
men and women who cannot stay here because famine threatens the
land, because we are threatened with being distressed, and through
fear that we shall die, just go, won’t yout for you are nothing but
hindrances. We have lifted you up as we do poor horses that are
down, and cannot help themselves, and we have nursed you, year
after year, and as soon as you can stand alone you kick at your
benefactors. As soon as you get a hundred dollars in money, and
two or three yoke of cattle you are ready to say, “I want to go to
the devil now,” and I say, go, but as the Lord Almighty lives you
will meet sore chastenings, and pass through much more sorrow
than if you were to continue saints, and remain with the saints.

And after you are handled by the devil until you are willing to
do as the Lord wishes you to, then you will be glad to come here
and black the boots and shoes of such men as brother Frost, and
will have to do the drudgery to all eternity, or as long as the faith-
ful have a mind to keep you. The poor miserable curses—I call
them so because they are cursed—will prowl around and serve the
devil, will run back and forth, and go to California and to the States,
and here and there, and at the same time pretend they wish to be
saints. What will be done with such people! God Almighty will
make them our servants. You had better stay here and die, if die
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it is. California is not the gathering place for the saints; here is
the gathering place, and here we will gather and stay until God
says, “go somewhere else.” If that is back to Jackson eounty do
not be scared, for as the Lord lives this people will go back and
build a great temple there. Do not be frightened because a few
rotten, corrupt scoundrels in our midst cry out, “O, the troops are
coming and that will be the end of Mormonism,” in order to deceive
the weak-minded females. Should you see little boys playing
with pebbles and small sticks, and hear them say, “ Get out of the
way, we are going to build a great, big structure, that we may
climb to the sun and pull it down,” their words and conduct would
be just as sensible as it is for the world to tell us that “Mormon-
ism is going to be destroyed.” If we do right we need care no more
about them than we do about mosquitoes, for this people will sure-
1y go back to Jackson cdunty. How soon that may be, or when it
may be, I do not care; but that is not now the gathering place for
this people.

You may think my remarks are severe upon the lawyers here,
but the most of them take a course which is highly censurable, and
you may see gray headed men running after them, and asking, “Can
you call me up as a witness, or put me on the jury?”—in order
that they may get a dollar or two. Would I go there for money#
No. There is not an honest man in this community who would go
there merely for money, or plead law unless it was demanded at
his hands by the principles of justice, to prevent the innocent from
being wronged and abused. No principle would ever lead an hon-
ost man into a court room, only to preserve the innocent from being
rode down and destroyed.

APPENDIX B.
THE NEW STATE CONSTITUTION OF DESERET.

Tre Deseret News, of April 2d, published the new State Consti-
tution which was recently adopted in the Territory. The following
- is & synopsis:

“The first article of the new constitution is as follows—
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«¢All that part of the territory of the United States now known
as Utah Territory, and bounded as follows, viz:—On the west by
the State of California, on the north by the Territory of Oregon,
on the east by the summit of the Rocky Mountains, and on the
south by the thirty-seventh (37th) parallel of north latitude, is
hereby formed into a free and sovereign State, and named Deseret.

“ Article two guaranties to the people of the new State the en
joyment of the usual rights and privileges of freemen, as provided
by the constitution of the United States.

“The powers of government of the State of Deseret are divided
into three distinct departments, viz: legislative, executive and
judieial.

“The legislative authority is vested in a General Assembly, con-
sisting of a Senate and House of Representatives, the members of
which are to be elected by the people.

“The sessions of the General Assembly will be annual until oth-
erwise provided by legislative enactment.

“The members of the House of Representatives are to be chosen
biennially, by the qualified electors of their respective districts,
whose term of office will continue two years from the day of their
election.

“Senators will be chosen in the same manner as the representa-
tives, whose term of office will continue four years from the day of
their election.

“No person can be a member of the General Assembly except he
be a free white male citizen of the United States, and an inhabitant
of the State one year preceding the time of the election, and has at
his election an actual residence in the district he may be chosen to
represent.

“The General Assembly will have power to prescribe the number,
aod make the apportionment of Senators and Representatives; but
the number of Senators cannot be less than one-third nor more than
one-half of the Representatives.

“Each member of the General Assembly is pnnleged from civil
arrest during any session, and in going to and returning from the
same. . .

“The members of the General Assembly will take an oath or af
firmation to support the constitution of the United States and of
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Deseret, which may be administered by each other, or by any per
son qualified to administer oaths.

*“Any person of the State who may hereafter be engaged, directl v
or indirectly, in a duel either as principal or accessory before the
fact, is disqualified from holding any office under the constitution
and laws of the State. )

“The Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor of Public Accounts,
and Attorney General, are elected by the General Assembly for
the term of four years. .

“The Supreme Judges (a Chief Justice and two Associates) are
elected by the General Assembly for the term of six years afterthe
first election under the constitution.

“The Judges of the District Courts are elected for two years by
the electors of their respective districts.

*The first general election of State offjcers and of Representatives
to Congress under the new constitution, will be appointed by pro-
clamation of the acting Governor of the Territory.

“Any amendments to the constitution are to be submitted to,
and decided by, a direct vote of the people.

“At the first election after this constitution takes effect, the
voters of the State will elect the same number of Senators and Rep-
resentatives as are now elected to the Legislative Assembly.of the
Territory of Utabh, and according to the present apportionment.

“The present organization, laws, and everything pertaining to
the Territorial Government of Utah, remain in full force and virtue
in law until superseded by the action of the State Government un-
der the provisions of this constitution.”

On the 6th of April, 1856, this constitution was ratified by the
people, in & general convention held at Great Salt Lake City. A
memorial was adopted at the same time, and by the same body,
asking the admission of the Territory into the Union as a State.
Two delegates were then appointed, to present this petition in due
form, to the Ameri.ca.n Congress. ;
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