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avail any Thing withAthofe who have cift

E‘.:\:i\\:‘::f‘;“ . . T
saavt TO THE

READER.
€ HE great prevailing of Infides

lity in the prefent Age, mas

king it the Duty of every one

¥ of us thit have undertakeii

the Miniftry of the Gofpel of

o Jefus Chrift, to endeavotir to
¥ut a Stpp thereto ; that I may in fortie Mea-
ure do my part herein, is a fufficient Reas

fon to juftify the prefent Publication: Bué
befides, the Poyfon having; I fear; reach’d

. fome Places, where it is my particular Duty

to prevent its Mifchiefs ; and infeGed fome
Perfons, for whofe eternal Welfire, 'ds well
as temporal, 1 have Reafon to-bé 'nearly
concern’d ; T have hereby been moré efpe:
cially engaged to fet forth the enfuing Hifto-
ty, with the Tra& fubjoin’d thiereto; for an
Antidote againft it. And ifI can hereb

off

“parate
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_off Chriftianity as an Impofture, to make
. therfi fee the Error of their Apoftacy, I fhalf
: then "obtain the full End I propofe ; if not,

at leaft I fhall difcharge my Confcience and
my Duty, in doing the beft I can in order
thereto. '

That which“at prefent feems moftly to
carry Men away into this Infidelity, is the
gid y{Hu;?dur whigh too many among us,
elpecially ef the younger’Sort, are liable un-
to, in following whatfoever hath gotten in-
to Fafhion and Vogue :. Por thefe,.looking
no farther than what prevails moft among
fuch as they. converfe with; of Courfe fall in
with if,; whatfoever it be, without any other

. Confideratiop, but that they think it the

Drefs which.is moft fafhionable and genteel
for them t0 appear i, apd the Mode where-
in they may, make the moft acceptable Fi-
gure among the Company they keep. “And
therefore that; kind of Infidelity which is
called “Deifm, being of late impioufly patro-
5iz’d hy:too many of thofe who govern the
Humgyrs.of the Times, abundance” of " this
fore.af ypthinking People have meetly, out
of Gomplyance ;with them, run in thereto

and -confidently - taken “wpon them ‘to call
Cliriftiznity, ‘a Cheat and an Impofture,
wighopt. ever having confider’d, what an
Impoftute.isy or, whether any of the Mar'ké
- " : o nd
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and Properties thereof can poffibly agree
with this Holy Religion, orno. =~
That therefore thefe may fee what it is
they charge Chriftianity with, and how fac
all the Marks and Properties.theredfare from
haying any Agreement . witﬁ it, T"have in
the enfuing Hiftory, which contains the
Life of that famous Impoftor, who is on
both fides equally acknowledg’d to be fucli,
fully laid open what an Impofture is ; and in
the Difcourfe fubjoin’d thereto, thewn that
none -of thefe Marks'and Properties which
are {0 vilible in th¢ Impofture of Mghpmet,
and muft be alfo in all othet Impoftures in
Religion, can poffibly be charged upon that
Holy Religion which'we profefs. And an
Hiftory being that which gives the moft
lively and fenfible Reprefentations. of a. Mat-
ter, and. Books of this Nature being fuch as
moft obtain the Favour of being read, .
hope I have taken the properelt ]\%’et’h{)’d of
coming home to the Confciencgs of thole 'tg
whom I write. o T
And that I may not'be thought to draw
this Life of Mabomet, with Deﬁ%ti .to. fét
forth his Impofture in thefouleft Colours Tam
able, the better to make it ferve my.prefent
Purpofe, Thave been careful tofet dowiy afl
my Authorities in the Margin, and at_the
End of the Book ‘hav‘i given ag Account of
3 ‘al
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:1111 the Authors from whom I colleGted
em. ‘
' And that T may the more remove all Su-
fpicion of this Matter, I think it requifite to
acquaint you,,That although at prefent I
have adapted the Life of Mahomet to this
Purpofe, yet it was not originally defigned
forit; it beinrg. when I firft wrote it, only
Parts of one Chapter of a
much larger Work, which I intended for
the Publick, viz. The Hiftory of the Ruin
g‘ the Baftern Charch; which beginning
from the Death of the Bmperor Mawricius,
‘aAnno Dom. 602, was defign’d to have been
broughe down to the Fall of the Seracex
‘Empire, which happen’d o4nno Dom. g934.
when the Governors of Provinces under the -
Caliph, ulurping the Sovereign Authority,
~ gach in their feveral Diftrifts, did ‘put an
~End to that large and formidable Empire, by
dividing it among them. .- ~ -
"~ And fuch an Hiftory I promifed my felf
might be.of faome Ufe in our prefent Age:
For notwithftanding tlofe earneft Expettati-
-ans and ftrong Hopes, which we entertain’d
jn the Beginning of this Government, of ha,
ying our Dijvifions heald, and all thofe
Breaches which they have caufed in the
shurch again made up; finding thofe of the.
‘Beparation fill to retain the fame Spirit on
‘ " the



~Tothe READER. viL
the one Side, and fome others to be fo vio-
lently bent on  the other, againft every
Thing that might tend to mollify.and allay
ity as to fruftrate all thofe excellent Defigns
which have been laid in Order thereto; I
thought T could pot better let thofe Men fee
what Mifchief they Both do hereby to the
-common Intereft of Chriftianity, than by .
laying before them the grievous Ruin and
Defolation, which from the like Caufe hap-
pend to the Churches of the Eaf?, once the
moft flourithing of the whole Earth. For
they having drawn the abftrufeft Niceties
into Controverfy, which were of little or
no Moment to that which is the chief End
of our Holy Chriftian Religion, and divided
and fubdivided about them into endlefs
Schifms and Contentions, did thereby fo de-
firoy that Peace, Love and Charity from
among them, which the Gofpel was given
to promote, and inftead thereof continually
provoked each other to that Malice, Ran-
cour, and every evil Work, that they lof
the whole Subftance of their Religion, while
they thus eagerly contended for their own
Imaginations concerning it, and in a Man-
ner. drove Chriftianity quite out of the
World by thofe very Controverfies in which
they difputed with ¢ach other about it. So
that at length having wearied the Patience
and Long-Suffering of God, in thus turping

. - A4 this
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thiis Holy- Religion into a Firebrand of ‘Hellj
for Contention, Stnf'e, and Violence among -
theém, which was given them out of his in-
finite Mercy to-the quite contrary End, for
the Salvation of tHeir Souls, by living hohly,'
righteoufly, and juftly in this prefent World,
he raifed up the Saracens to. be the Inftra’
ments of his Wrath, to punifh thém for it;
‘who taking Advantage of the Weaknefs of
Power, and the Diftralions ef - Counfels,
- whichthefe Divifions had caufed among them,’
foon over-run with a terrible Devaftation all
the Eaffern Provinces of the' Roman Empire.
And having fix’d ‘that- Tyranny over them,
which ‘hath ever fince afliGted thofe Parts
of the Wmld; turn’d every where ‘their
Churelies-into Mofqués, and their Worfhip
into an Horrid Superftition ; and’ inftead of
that Holy Religion which they had thus’
abufed, -forc’d on them that abominable Im-
poﬂ‘uae of Mabometifus; whlch di¢tating War,
Bloodfhed, -and Violétice in Matters of Re- :
ligion, as one of its chiefeft Virtues, wasin.
Frath, the moft proper for thof¢, who had’
afore by-their Schifm and Contentions refol-
ved "all" the Religion- they had thereinto.
And when the Matter- came to this Tryal,
fomic of thofe who were the hotteft Contens
deps about Chriftianity, became ‘the firft
Apoftates from ir; and they, who would
pot -afore- paxt wnth aNzcety, an abftrufe
Notipn
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Notion, or. any unreafonable Scryple; for,
the Peace of the Church, - were foon brought
by the Sword at their Throats,:to - give up
the whole in Compliance to the Pleafure of
-a barbarous and favage Conqueror. . And ng.
wonder that fuch, who had afore wrangled
- away the Subftance of their Religion in Con~
tention and:Strife againft each other, and
eat out the very Heart of it by that Malicg
and Rancour which they .{fhew’d in theitr
Cortroverfy about it, became eafily content,
when under this Force, to part with the
Name alfo. Thus thofe once glorious and
molft flourithing Churches, for a Punifh-
ment of their Wickednefs being given. up ta
~the Infult, Ravage, and Scornof the worft
of Enemies, were on a {udden overwhelm’d
by.them with fo terrible a Deftruétion,, as
brought them to that low -and milerable
State, under the Preflures of which -they
have ever fince groan’d ; wherein they, re-
taining no more than fome few. and lamen- -
table Ruins of what they once were,feem thus
to be continued even unto this Day, by the
allwife Providence of God, in the fame mi»
ferable Condition, urider the Pride and Per-
fecution of Mabometan Tyranny, for-.no
other End, but to be an Example and Warn-
ing unto others, againft that Wickednefs of
Separation and Divifion, by which, they
were brought thereto, A fad Mesento to
: ' us;
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“us; for of all Chriftian Churches now re-
maining in the World, which is there that
hath more Reafon than we at this prefent,
to learn Inftrution from this Example, and
take Warning therefrom? For are not our
Divifions brovght to much the fame Height
with theirs, which drew down from the
juft Hand of God this tefrible Deftru&ion
upon them; when Men making no Con-
fcience of breaking the publick Peace of the
Church, divide and fubdivide from it into
endlefs Fa&ions, Schifms, and Contentions,
about their own Imaginations ? When they
durft reje® the ancient and primitive Go-
vernment of the Church, which was by the
Dire&ion of God’s Holy Spirit eftablifh’d in
k from the Beginning, to make Way for-

" mew Schemes of their own Invention ; and’
are content to ruin all, rather than not ob-
tain their Humour herein ? When they will
have the Decency and Order of our outward

" Worfhip condemn’d as Crimes ; and for the
Privilege of praying in Publick, according to
their own- unpremeditated Conceptions,
without Method or Senfe, advance fuch Ar-
guments againft our Liturgies: and Forms of
Prayer, as have in a Manner total]& de-
firoy’d the Devotion of the Nation? When
they fcruple more at the kneeling to God in
the'Holy Sacrament of the Ehcharift, while
they are receiving {ram him one of his grcaé
¢ L
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teft Mercies, and ought to be rendering to
him their higheft Thankigiving in Return
thereto, than in breaking the chiefeft ‘of his
Commandments ; and thus in a Manner re-
folve all Religion into contending dgainft
‘pur juft and Jegal Eftablifhments about it.
And when others, on the other Hand, ‘whofé
Duty it is to labour for our Peace, would
rather have this devouring Flame of Strife
and Divifion ftill continued among us, than
throw in one Bucket of Water to cool and
allay it: I fay, when Matters are brought
to'this pafs, do we not equal, or rather ex-
cel that Wickednefs of Contention, Strife,
and Divifion, for which God pour’d out his
fierce Wrath upon thofe once moft flourifh-
ing Churches of the Eaf, and in {0 fearful
a Manner brought them: to Deftrution
thereby ? And have we rot Reafon then to
be warn’d by the Example? Have we not
Reidfon to fear, that God may in the fame
Marnner raife up fome Mahomet againft us
for our utter Confufion ; and when we cannog
be contented ‘with that blefled Eftablifh-
ment of Divine Worfhip and Truth which
fie hath in fo Eveat Purity given unto us,
germit the wicked One by fome other fuch

nftrument to overwhelm us ipftead thereof
with his fouleft Delufions ? And by what
the Socinian, the Quaker, and the Deift be-
gin to advance in this Land, we may %ave
’ ' ' €«
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Reafon tofear, that Wrath hath fome. Time
fince gone forth from' the Loid for the Pu.
pifhment of thefe our Iniquities and Gain-
fayings, and that the Plague is already be~
gun among us. ' , o

. That therefore we may fully fee to What
thefe Mifchiefs among us lead, dnd be influ-
enc’d thereby to fuch an Amendment as
might divert the Judgment from us, was
the Reafon that made me defign the Publi-
cation of the Hiftory 1 have mention’d;
wherein my Purpofe was to give an Ae-
count, firft of the Contrpyerfies which mj-
ferably divided thofe. Eaffer# Cliurches, and
then of that grievous Calamity and Ruin
which Bappen’d to them thereupon, throogh
that Deluge of Mahometen Tyranny. and
Delufion which overwhelm’d all thofe Pro-
yvinces.in_which they were planted, and hath
continued there to the afliting of the poor
Remainders of them with Mifery and Per-
fecution ever fince, Far Mens Minds being
ufually miore influenced by Examplé, than
by Precept or- Exhortation ; and eafier con.
vinced of the Mifchief which any Evil leads
to, by feeing the Sufferings of athers herein
thaa by the greateft Strength of Reafon and
Argument that can be preffed upon them
in order hereto, I hope that, perchance, by
laying open before the contending Parties
here among us, what Mifchief thofe Eafterz

ooy T ' Churches
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Churches fuffer’d 'in'the like Cafe, through
that difmal Ruin Which was by their Divi-
fions' brought' upon them, I'might awaker
them: with this ' affrighting' Example, to
think of thofe Things which might tend to
their Peace ; -and heréby prevail with them
to fet fome Steps toward the happy Re-efta=
blifiment of it amongus, which as yet no
Reafon or Argiment hath been able to in-
duce themto. . ' C
" But when I-had made my Colle&ions,
and pone agreat Way 'in putfing my laft
Hand td the Compofure, thofe Difturbances
that happeri’d about the Doftrine of the
Holy Trinity among us, give me a Re-
fle@tion which put a Stop to my Pen, and
made me refolve to furceafe the whole Work,
For perceiving what Advantage the unwary
gtirring of this Controverfy did give the'
¢Atheif?, the Deift; and the Socinian, for
the. advancing” of their Impieties, by con-
founding and diftra&ting the Minds of Men
with their Cavils- and Objeftions againft
what we hold -in this Myftery to be above
our Underftandings fully to comprehend §
and how feveral of them did, in 4 Manner
{o licentious as' was fcarce evér before al-
low’d ' in a Chriftian - State, exercife their
Wits in this Matter, I durft not, confider=
ing the Subje of this Book, venture it a-
hiroad in fo wanton and lewd an'Age. Flor

' ! the
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the two great Myfteries-of Chriftianity (and
which will be always fuch unto us while in
this State of Ignorance and Infirmity) be-
ing the Do&rine of the Trinity, and that .of
the Hypoftatical Union ; and this latter bes

ing the Subject about which all thofe Divifi-

ons were, which occafion’d that Ruin of
thofe Churches,. of which in this Hiftory an
Account was purpofed to be given ; and this .
neceffarily leading me therein, not. only - ta.
unravel all thofe Controverfies which the
made about it, but alfo to unfold all the N
ceties and fubtil Notions which each Se& did
hold concerning it, I had Reafon-to fear,
that thofe who made fuch Work with one
of the Myfteries of our .Holy Religion,
- .would not be lefs bold with the other, which
is altogether as great, were it in that Man-
ner laid open unto them, asit is in this Hi-
ftory contain’d ; and therefore I rather chofe
totally to fupprefs mm;abours, than run the
Hazard, in their Publication, of doing more
Hurt than Good thereby. Only that Part
which relates to the Life of Mabomet, after
having gather’d it together out of that Chap-
ter of this Hiftory where it lay interfpers’d
with other Matters, Ihave here pubﬁeﬂ)’d,
. to anfwer that Deﬁfgn which I have already
iven an Account of. .
" As to the Difcourfe annexed, I have di-
reted it only to thofe Deiffs,who according .
' ‘ 9
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to Mr. Blount’s Defcription of them, hold g
Providence, and future Rewards and Pu-
nifbments. For fuch {eeming to retain the
common Principles of Natural Religion and
Reafon, allow a fufficient Foundation where-
on to be difconrfed with. But as to the o4-
heiff, who denies the. Being of a God,
which all Things elfe prove ; and the Esi
curean Deifl, who allowing his Being,
nies his Providence, and his Government
over us, which all the Occurrences of our
Life become conftant Arguments for, the
being fuch as muft peceffarily reje&t au{
Principles, and bid Defiance to all manner
of Reafon, before they can o far blind them-
felves as to arrive hereto, doleave no Room
for any Argument but that of the Whip and
Lafh, to convince them of thofe impious
Abfurdities, and therefore deferve not
any other Method to be dealt with. Be-
fides, if you will know the true Reafon
-which induceth the o4tbeif? to deny the Be-
ing of a God, and the Epicarean ‘Deift his
'Government over us; it is, That they may
ive themfelves up, without Fear of future
?u_dgmen_t, to all thofe Beftial Enjoyments
of Luft and Senfuality which their corrupt
Hearts carry them after ; and therefore i
not being the Reafon of the Man, but the
brutal Appetite of the Beaft that makes.
them fuch, they deferve no otherwife than
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as'Beafts to be treated by us; and for thi
Reafon, as I'write not to them, fo I defire
to‘be underftood to-have nothing to do with
them. L
~“For the clearer Underftanding of the Hi-
ftory, 1 defire you'to take Notice, That in
. €he proper Names, oA} is 4 Particle which
fignifieth in oArabick the fame with the Ex-
gl The, or the Greek o 4, 7, as ‘in o4}
eAbas ; Ebn, of with the Particle ¢4} after
ity Ebno’l is the Son; and eAbn, or with the
Particle o4l after it; oA4b4’), 'is the-Father
and thus Mahomet is called . Ebn ‘oAbdollah
‘ebu Cafem, that is, The Sorn of eAbdollab,
the Father of Cafem. For it was ufual with
the ¢4rabs totake their Names-of Diftin&i-
on ffom their Sons as well as from theit’ Fa-
thers: and thus Ebno’l eAthir, -is the Son of
el 'oAthir, and eAba’l oAbbas is the Father
of oAl eAbbas ; eAbd, or with the Particle
‘el after itoa4bdo’l, fignifieth Servant’; and
thus eAbdo'llab fignifieth the Servanmt of
God, and e4bdo’} Shems, the Servant of the,
$u#. In thefe and all other oArabick Names
T:exaltly follow the eArabick Pronunciation,
awithout regardingbhow they they have been
Written or {pel’d by any other Weftern ‘Au-
ther ‘that hath treated of them ; and that
the rather, becaufe of the Agreement which
the- edrabick hath with the Englifh, both in
the Power of ‘its Letters and the Pronunci4-
. tiof
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tian of its Words, there being no Language
in the World more a-kin to ours, than the
eArabick is in thefe Particulars: Only as to
the Name of the Impoftor himfelf, I rathes
chufe to make ufe of the vulgar Manper of
Writing it, becaufe of the Notoriety of it,

than make any Change, although to thé

Truth, from that which hath been general-

ly receiv’d ; and therefore I call him every -

where Mabomwet, although Mohammed be
the alone true and proper Pronunciation of
the Name.

To conclude; on thy Perufal of this Trea-
tife, as far as thou haft need of what is de-
fign’d thereby, either for the Reftoration of
thy Paith, or the Confirmation of it ; fo far
I pray God it may be ufeful to Thee, and'I

Tbe hearty Wifher of thy Peace

and Everlafling Salvation,

.Norwich, ’

March 15, - _
.1696‘3"'79,‘ ’

H. PripEAUX.

- —
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LIFE
MAHOMET

AHOMET (of; atcotding t0 the
tme&’mnuncxatfon of the Word,

Mohammed) was botn (&) at Mei-

ca, a City of Arabid, of the Tribé

of the Korafhites, (b) which was

reckoned the Nobleft in aH that

o . Country, and was defcended in a
dire line of Primogeniture from Pher Koraifli, the
firft Founder of it, from whom they derive his Pe-
digree in' this mannerj (¢) The Son of Pher Koa

- (a) Abul Faraghius, Abul Feda. Elimacin. Alkodai, dc.:
(4) Hoctingeri Hift. Orient. lib. 1. c. 4. _(¢) Abul

Feda. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arabs p. so & st. Ecchelenfis

Hift. Arab. Part 1. ¢; 3. Liber de Generatione & Nutritura

Mahemetis, .
B © o raifh
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e  The Life of MAHOMET.
ifh-was. Galeh ;. the Son ofuGuaieh, : Lawe;
of Lawa, Caab; the Son of Caab, Morrab, who

younger Brother was 444 ; from whom ‘was d¢-
fcended Omar Ebno’l Chattab, that was Calif.  The

_ Sons of Morrah were Chelab, Tayem, and. Yokdah :

From Tayem, Abu-Beker, and Telha 5 and from Tok-
Aab, Chalid Ebn Walid, had their Defcent. Cheldb
was he who firft gave the Months of the Yeat thofe
Names by which the Arabs ever fince have called
them, even to this day. . They had formerly other
Names, (4) but Chelab having given them thofe new
ones, they firft grew into ufe @mong the Korafhites,
and after, ' by the Authority of Mabomet, ;when he -
had brought all the reft of the Tribes of the A4rabs
under his Power, obtained every where elfe, and
the old ones became totally abolifhed. The eldeft
Son of Chelab, was Cofa; and the younger, Zabrah,
from whom was Amend, phe Mother of, Mabopet.
Ye) Cofa'wds very famous among the Korafhites, for
gaining to his Family the keeping of the Keys of
the Caaba, and with them the Prefidency of that
Temple, which is the fame to which the -Maho-
metans now .make their Pilgrimage at Mecca, and |

. was then as, much celebrated for the Hewtherr Wor-

fhip among the Arabs, as. it hath fince been for thé
Mbometan 5 and therefore the Prefidency of it was

. a matter of .great Moment, as being a Stition,

which render’d- him that was in it Honourable
thrm;_gh all Arabia. ltwas before in the Pofleffi-
on of Abu-Gabfhan, of the Tribe of the . Cozaites,
who were of the Ancient Race of the Arabs, de-

" () Golii notx ad Alfraganum. p. 4. (e) Abul Feda.

Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 42, so, & 342. Ecchelenfis

Hift. Arab. p. 1. c. 3. Fortalitium Fidei, lib. 4. Confid. 5.
" feended
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fcended from Fokean, and formerly had their dwel:
ling in Yaman, or Arabia Feliz, till being driven
thence by an Inundation from the breaking down o
the Banks of the Lake Arem, which deftroyed theit .
Country, they came and fettled in the Valley of
Marny, notfar from Mecra, and from thence they
were called Cozaites, which fignifieth the catring off,
becaufe by this remove they wete feparated, and
as it were cut off from the reft of their Kindred:
They had nét long lived at Marry, till :they grew
fo powerful, as to make themfelves- Mafters of
Mecca, and alfo of the Caaba, or Temply, which
ftood there, and held both the Government of thé
one, atid the Prefidency of the other, for many Ages
afterj ’till at length the 'latter falling into.the
. Hands of Abu Gabfhan, a weak and filly Man, Cofd

circunivented himr while-in a drunken -Humour,
and bought of him the Keys of the Temple,and with
them the Prefidency of it, for a Bottle 6f Wine.
But Abxz-Gabfhan being gotten ont of his drunken
Fir,. fofficiently repented of his foolifh Bargain §
from whence grew thefe Broverbs among the 4+
tabs; More vex'd withlate Repentance than: Abu Gab-
Jhan; and, More filly than Abu Gabfhan: Which
are ufually faid of ‘thofe who patt with a thing of
great Moment for a.{mall matter. However, he
was not: fo filly, but-wheén he eame to himfclf, hé
underftood the Value of what he had parted with,
and’ wou'd fain have retrievd it again; to which
purpofe “he gave Cofa fome difturbanee in the pofs
feflion of his Purchafe; and the reft of the Cozaites
joined with him herein, as not liking that.he -
fhould be thus deprived of his Right by a Trick,
and thereby the Prefidency of the ‘Igemple go out of
their Tribe into that of the Merafhites. But Cofd
being aware hereof, fent privately to all the Kores
- B i lhif‘f’

,_&’.
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fhites;who were difperfed abroad among the Neigh-
_bouring Tvibes, to meet with him at Mecca on a
Day appointed ; with whofe help falling on the
_Cozaites, he expelPd them all out of - the City, and
from that time the whole Poffeflion of Mecca re-
main’d to the Korafhites 5 and Cofa, and his Pofte-
xity in aright Line down to AMabomet, had the
Prefidency of the Temple, and the chief Government
of the City cver after. o

The eldeft Son of Cofa was Abd Menaph, and the
younger Abdol Uzza, Names taken from the Jdols
of the Temple, of which Cofa had now gotten the
Prefidency. For Abd Menaph in the Arab Language,
_ fignifieth the Servant or Worthipper of Menaph ;,
" and Abdol Uzza, the Servant or. Worfhipper of
+ Uzza, which were Heathen Deities then worfhi
.ped by the Arabians. Of the Pofterity of Abdel
'zz.u, were Zobair,and Cadigha the Wife of Aa-

met. B "
The eldeft Son of (f) Abd Menaph Was Hafhem,
and the younger Abdfhem, whofe Son was Ommia,
from whom the Ommiade, who for fo many De- -
fcents governed the Saracen Empire. Hafhem, as’
“well as his Father and Grandfather, was Prince of
his Tribe, and a Perfon of great Note in his Time
through all 4rabisa. From him the Kindred of
Mabomet are called Hafhemites; and he' who go-
verns at Mecca and Medina (who muft always be
of the Race of Mabomet) is called in their Lan--

guage, (g) Al Emamd’l Hafhem, thatis, the Prince -
. ofthe Haflemites, even unto. this Day. ,

" (f) Abul Feda. Pococ. Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 51. Ecchelenfis
Hift. Arab. Part 1. ¢c.,3. Liber de Generatione & Nutritura
Mahomeris.  (g) Sionita in Append. ad Geographiam Nu-
bicnfem, ¢. 7. .

N The
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The Son of Hafhem was (b) Abdol Motallab, who-
fucceeded his Father in the Governmens of his Tribe
at Mecca, and had to do with two very formidable
Enemies in his Time 3 (5) Chofroes, the firft of that
Name, King of Perfis, and ,braimm King of the
- Ethiopians. The firft having extended his Exgpire
a great way into Arabia, on the North of Mecca;
- and the other poffefs’d himfelf .of the Kingdom of
the Homerites on the South, became very dangerous
Neighbours- unto him ; but he defended himfelf
againft both, and forced the latter to a very thame-
ful Retreat, when he came with a numerous‘Army
to befiege the City, as fhall be hereafter more fully
related. Helived to a very great Age, being (k)
an hundred and ten Years old at his Death: He
~ had thirteen Sons, their Names were as followeth;
.Abdo”‘h’ H‘mw’ AI'M“, Abu Td‘b, Ab"L"’
beb, Al-Gidak, Al-Hareth, Fabel, Al-Mokawam,
Dorar, Al-Zobair, Ketham,and Abdal Caaba. The
ccldeft of them, Abdollah, having married Amena,

.~ the Daughter of Waleb, was by her the Father of

Mahomet (1) who was born at Mecca in the Month
of May, in the Year of our Lord y71. Fuftin the
Second being then Bmperor of Conftantinople, and
Chofroes the Firft, King of Perfia. : :

By this it appears, Mabomes was not of fuch
mean and vile Parestage as fome have afferted.
For being a Korafbite, he was of the nobleft Tribe
of all Arabia, and the Family he was born of, was
the moft confiderable of that Tribe, as being that

(5) Abul Feda. Pocock. Bechelenfis, ib. - (i) Hottingers
Hift. Orient. lib. 1. ¢. 3. (&) Elmacin. lib. 1. ¢, 1.

(1) Abul Feda, Alkedai. Abul Faraghius. pag. 101" Elmagin.
lib. 1. c. 1, Pocock, Spec, Hift. Asab. p. 170, Hottinger Huft,
Orimto “BO ‘0 Ce ‘o . oy .

B3 which
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which, for feveral Defcents together, had born the
chief Rule over it. However, in the beginning of
his Life he was in (m)a very poor and defpicable
Condition. For his Father dying before he ‘was
two Years old, and while his Grandfather Abdof
Motallab was ftill living, all the Power and Wealth
of his'Family became derived to his Uncles, efpe-
cially to Abz Taleb, who after the Death of 4bdol
Motallab his Father, bore the chi¢f Sway in Aecca
as long as be lived, which was to a very great Age;
and under his Prote&ion chiefly was it that AMaho-

. met, when he firlt broach’d his Impofture, was

- fupported againft all his Oppofers, and grew up to
that height thereby, as to be.able after his Death
to carry. ig an, and alfo eftablith it through all-
Arabia by hisown Pewer, - . :

After his Father’s Death, he continaed under
the Tuition of his Mother till the eighth Year of
his Age ; when () fhe alfo dying, he was taken
home to his Grandfather, Abdol Motallab, who at
bis -Death, which happen’d the next Year aftcr,
committed him to the Care of his Uncle, Aby
Faleb, to be educated hy him-out of Charity, wha
carryiog on a Trade of Merchandize, took him into
this Employment, and bred him up in the Bufinefs
of it. For-Mecca (o) being fitvated in a very bar-
ren Sail, could notof it felf fiabfift ; and therefore
she Inhabitants: were- forced to betake themfelves
to Merchandize for their Support; and the beft

(m) Abut Feds. Abunazar, Abul Fyraghius, p. 101, El-
macin. L. 1. ¢, 1. Ho;tinger,,ﬂiﬁ, Orient. L. 2. ¢, 1. Gua&lag-
nol. Trafﬁ. 2. €. 10 ’ {n) 'A*b'ql Feda. Abul Faraghius,
p- 1ot Elenacin. Tib, j.c.1. ;- (o), Geograph. Nubienfis
Signita in Append. ad eandem, ¢, 7. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab.
P: 127; Golii notx ad Alfraganum;p. 98.

S | Men
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Men among them had fcarce any other Eftate but
dn their Stock wherewith they did Traffick; and -
therefore they all betook themfelves to this courfe
of Life, which they feem. to have received down
from the Ifmaclites, from whom they were defcen-
g‘e;l‘,l and in the fame manner as they carried ona
rade into Syria, Perfia, and Egypt, on Camels
backs, fornifhing thoﬁ{ Countrieég )v’gith fuch Com-
modities, as: came to them from India, Ethiopia,
and other.Southern Parts, for which Commerce they
were 'very advantageoufly fituated, as lying near
the: Red-Sea, where they had the Port (p) Fodda, the
moft. convenient for Shipping im all thofe

Streights. C ‘ ~

And in this Courfe of Life Mabomer was bred up -
.under his Uncle; and as foon as he was of a fit
Age, hewas fent with his Camels into Syrie. On
his coming to Boftra, a City on the Confines of that
Country, while he was attending his Uncle’s Fac-
" tors in the vending of his Wares in the publick
Market-place (4), He was there feea (fay the Ma-
. hometans) by BﬁtZim, a Learned Monk of that place,
- +who immediately knowing him to be the great Pro-
phet-that was to come, prefled with great earneft- .
nefs.through the Crowd unto him, and taking him
by the Hand, there foretold of him all thofe great
things-which afterwards came to pafs. The Mark
whereby he knew him (fay they) was the Prophetick
Light, which fhone on his Face. This Prophetick
(v) Light, they tell us, God firft placed on Adam,

" (p) Geographia Nubienfis clim. 2. Part 5. Golii Notz ad
Alfraganum, p. 100, . (g) Abul Feda. Alkodai. Al-Jan-
nabi. Abul Earaghius, p. 101.Pogeck. Spec. Hift\ Arab. p. 170, -
Gentii Notx ad Mufladinum Sadum, p. s36. (r) Shareftani
Liber de genesatione & Nutritura Mahometjs, Pceock, Specs
Hif: Agab. p. 53. & p. 168, o g

Ba to
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tobe a fign of the Prophets that wére to be born

* of him; That this Light defcending down to Abra-.

bam, was from him divided into two ; one on the
Face of Ijaac, and the other on the Face of }mael 5
that [fzac’s Light was foon after manifefted in the
many Propbets which appeared of his Pofterity
among, the Childrenof Ifrael; but that which was
Placed on Jfmacl was fupprefied, and lay hid till
the coming of Aabomet, on whom it firft appear-~

ed; and that Bahira feeing it on him, thereby

knew him (fay they) to be a great Prophet fene
of Gad, who was e’re long to manifeft hirfelf.
But others () fay, the Mark by which he knew
bim, was the Seal of his Propbetick Miffim, fram-.
ped with @ wonderful Imprefs hetween his Shoul-
ders. But the truth is, AMahemet did not become-
acquainted with this'Babirs, till many Years after,
when he traded for Cadigha in thofe Parts ; as fhalk
in its proper place be hereafter related.

~ Till the Twenty fifth year of his Age, he conti-
" nued in this Employment under his Uncle; but
(t) then one of the chief Men of the City dying,
and his Widow, whofe Name was €adighs (to
whom he left all his Stock, which was of canfide-
rable value) wanting a Fa&or to manage it for her,
fhe invited Adabomes into her Sexvice ; and having
offered him fuch advantageaiis Conditions as. be
thought fit to. acceptiof, he wndevtook this Ewm-
ployment under her, and for three ¥ears traded;

-

for her at Damafeus, and osher Places; and in the

g ey T =

" (/) Gentji Note ad Mudladinum Sddum, p. 336.- Vide.

getiam librum de Generatione & Nutritura Mahometis.
¢t) Abul Feda, Abul Faraghius, p. 102,  Kodoricus Tole-

ganus, c. 2, Joanpes Andreas, c. L, Pocdck, Sgee.' Hift. Arab.
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management of this Charge gave her that content,
and fo far infinuated himfelf into her Favouran
good Opinion thereby, that about the (u) 28¢h
year of his Age fhe gave her felf to him in Marri-
age, being then forty Years old ; and from being'
.Seryant, thus advanced him to be the Mafter bot
of her Perfon and Eftate ; which having renderd
him equalin Wealth to the beft Men of the City,’
his ambitious Mind began to entertain thoughts of
(x) poffeffing himfelf of the Sovereigaty over it..
His Anceftors had for feveral Defcents been Chiefs
of the Tribe 5 and his Great Grandfather Hafbems
had made himfelf very confiderable, not only at
home, but alfo among his Neighbours abroad ;
and had his Father lived, the Power and Wealth
of his Family, after the death of his Grandfather
would have defcended to him, as being the cldeff
Son; and after his deceafe, to himfelf; and it
was only his Misfortune in being left an Orpher du.
.ring the Life of his' Grandfather, that deprivd
* him of all this. Thefe Confiderations meeting with
an Ambitious, Afpiring Mind, foon put him upon
Defigns of raifing himfelf to the Supreme Govern-
ment of his Country; and being a very Subtile
'Crafty Man, after having maturely weigh’d all
ways and means whereby to bring this ¢g pafs, con~
cluded none fo likely to affed it, as the framin
of that Zmpofture which he afterwards vented wi
fo much mifthief to the World. For the conrfe
" of Trade which he drove into Egypr, Paleftine, and

() For fhe died in the soth Year of the Life of Mahomet, Elmac,
1ib. 1. c. 1. when fhe kad lived with bim 22 Years. Abul Faraghi-
us, p» 103, (z) Difputatia Chriftiani contra Saracenum,
¢+ 3. Cufani Cribratio Alcorani, liby 3. ¢, 8. Ricardi Confu-
Fatio Legis Saracenicie, ¢4 134 « ..
Syriay
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4, having made him well agguainted both (y)
ith Chriftians and Fews, and obferving with what

. cgpgernefs as well they, as the feveral Sets into
which the Chriftians of the Eaft were then mifera-

hly divided, did engage againft each other; he

from thence concluded, That nothing would be
more likely to gain a Party firm to him for the
compaffling of his Ambitious Ends, than the ma-
king of a New Religion. And for fuch a Change he
jodged his Citizens might be well difpofed, becaufe
their Traffick and frequent Converfe with Chriftians

Kaving much taken off their Affection and Zeal for

that grofs Jdolatry which they had hitherto. been

addicted to, they were at that time from Heathen-
ifm generally fallen (z) into Zendici/m, an Erfor-
among, the Arabs nearof kin to the Sadducifm of the

Fews, as - denying Providence, the Refurreftion,

apd  a Future State ; which: being in reality to be

‘withont any Religiar at all, they were the better

fisted, while thys: void of all other Impreffions of,

God, and his Warfhip, to reccive any he fhould

impofe wpon them:; and therefore betaking him-

felf to frame foch. & Religion as. he thought might

b go dewg'with them, he drew upa Scheme of

at Japeffure he afterwards, deluded them with,
whigh -being a Medley made up.of Fudaifm, the:
feveral Hevefies of the: Chriftians then in the Eaf,,
and the gJd Pagan Rites of the Arabs, with an In-
dulgence to ali Senfual Delights, it did too well,
am%;t his Defign, in drawiag Men of all forts tp
the embracing of it: |

—
’

: ; * M X ) M . A . . ) .
£ 3 Difpuicatio’ Chriftiani, o 1. Fortalit. Fid. lib. 4. Con-
fidise.. .y (2,)1hibei"A\l¢o!{atra£'9Qcockil Spec. Hift. Araby
p- 336, Awk Mihdnozt upbraids tbem with iz in tbe &th Chapser.
of bis Alcoran, and elfe where in that Beoky' . - : B g.
J ¢ : "

- "" .
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. Bat that he might not immediately, from thise
' Jdobasry which he -had -hithierto pre&ifed with the
relt: of his Cirizens, xommence a Pmi&l.wg: againft
it; and from his prefent Courfe.of Life, ‘whicl
was very licentious. and wicked, take upor him &
Charader fo unfuitable to it, as that of a Propbet;
without fome previous Change : In. the 38¢h Year
of his Age («) he withdrew himfelf from his for=
mer Converiation, and affedting an Evemetioal Life,
ufed every Morning to withdraw himfelf intoa’
Solitary Cave -near Mecca, called the Cave of Hira;
and there continue-all. Day, exercifing himfelf; ag
he pretended, in Prayers, Faftings, and Holy
Meditations ; and there itis fuppos'd he firft hatt
his Confults with- thofe Accomplices, by whofe
help he made his Alcoran. On his retern home at
~ Night, be ufed to tell his Wife Cadighs of Vifions
which he had feen, and ftrange Voices which he
bhad heard in his Retirement. For heaimed firft
of all to draw her into the Impofture, knowing that
thereby he fhould fecure his own Family to his De-
fign-(without which it would be dangerous for him' -
" to ventureon it)and alfo gain in heran able Par~
tizan for him among the Wasnen.. But fhe reje@~
ing thefe Stories as vain Fancies.of -his own diftur=
bed Imagination, or elfe Delufions-of.the Devil3
at length ha.opened himfelf further. unito her, and
feigned a Converfewith the gkl Gabriel, whichi -
fhe was alfo. as backward 1 believe, “till after foved
ral repeated Stories to her of his: Revelations froms
the faid Angel, fhe (b) confulted with. a fugitive,

() Libet Agar. Joariries Andreas dé Confufione Sedx Ma-' '
hometanze, c. 1. Bartholomaus Edeffenus. Bellonius;lib. 3. c. ts'
Guadagnol. Tradt. 2. c.-10. fe&. 1. *'(8) Theophan'es)
Cedrenus, Mifcella Hifforia. Zonagas,

. . Mmk)
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. Monk then in their Houfe, (of whom I fhall here-
after fpeak) who being in the Plot, helped to con~
firm her in ¢he belief of what Aabomer had commu-
nicated unto her, whereby being totally perfwaded
that Mabomet was really called to that Prophetick
Office which he pretended to, from thencefortly
;ve up her Faith totally to him, and became his
r

ft Profelyte in this I X
After I{‘ehzd mrrimm;is Point, having now,
by two Years conftantly pradifing a fetired and
suftere Llf? g,:iued, as he thought, a fufficient re-
‘putation of Sandtity for his Defign: In the 4o0rh
ear of his Age, () he began to take upon him the
Stile of the Apoftic of God, and under that Charac-
ter to propagate the Jmpoffure which he had been
1o long a projedting. But for four Years he did it
only In private among fuch as he had moft Confi-
dence in, clancularly infinuating his Delufions into
them. His firft Profelyte, a8 has been faid, was
Cdiiha, his Wife; his fecond was Zayd Ebn Ha-
reth his Servant ; and the third his Coufin _Alithe
Son of Abu Taleb his Uncle, who. from hence was
(d) ufed to ftile himfelf the firft of Believers, not °
making any reckoning of the other two. (¢) He
tempted his- Servant Zayd by promifing him his
Freedoms and accordingly, on his receiving his
Religion, he manumifed him. And from henceit
hath become a Law among the Aabometans ever
fince, to make their Slaves free, whenever they
- turnto their Religion. '

*qe) Atnl Fedd. AbulFaraghius, p. 762. Elmacin. lib. 1.
C. 1. (d) Sionita in Append. ad Geograph, Nubienfem,
(¢) Joanncs Andreas, c. 1. Bellonius, lib. 3. ¢ 104

. 8,
‘Guudapol. Tradt. 2. cap. 10. fodk 1.,
It
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Itis to be obferved, that Mubomer began this

, Impofture about the fame time that{ ) the Bjj

of Rome, by virtue of a Grant from the wicked Ty-
rant Phocas, firft affuined the Title of Uwiverfal Pa-

ftor, and thereon claimed to himfelf that Supr

which he hath been ever fince endeavouring to
ufurp over the Church of Chriff. And from this
time Both having confpired to found themfelvesan -
Empire in Impofture, their Followers have been ever
fince endeavouring by the fame Methods, that is,
thofe of Fire and Sword, to ‘yropagtate it among
Mankind ; fo that Antichrift feems at this time to
have fet both his Feet upon Chriftendom together,
the one in the Eaff, and the other in the Weft ;

" and how much each hath trampled upon the

of Chrift, the Ages ever fince fucceeding have abun-
dantly experienced. - "
Mahomer’s fourth Difciple was g«f ) Abx Beker,
who being one of the (b) Richeft Men of AMecca,
and @ Perfon of great Wifdom and Experience, ..
brought with him no fimal] help and Reputation to

~his Caufe ; and his Example was foon follow’d

five others, (i) Othman Ebn Affan, Zobair Ebno'l
Awam, Saad Ebn Abu Waccas, Abdorrabman Ebn
Axf, and _Abu Obeida Ebnd'l Ferab, who were after-

. wards the principal Generals of his Armies, and the

chief Infiruments under him, by whofe help he efta-
blithed both his- Empire, and his Impofture together
in thofe parts of the World. -

e
(f) Phocas made this Grant A. D. 606. which was the very

" var that Mahomet setired 1o bis Ceve to forge that Impaflure there,

which, twoYears after, A, D. 608. be began to propagate at Meccs
(&) Elmacin, lib, 1. ¢, 1. Abul Feda. (b) Sionita in
Appead. ad Geagraphiam Nabienfem, c. 8. (i) Elmacis,

ﬁb. I. CaPe 1,
After
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.+ 1JAfter lte.had:gotten theft nine Difeiples, fonte of
«which were the principal Men-of: the City, be be-
gan(kYopenly to.publifh his Jmpoflure to the Peos
_pleof. Mecca in the 44th Year of his Age, and pub-
,ﬁck.ly to declaye himfelf a. Prophet fent by God to
Feduce them from the. Error of Paganifm, and to
.teach . them the true Religim. - The firt Doitrine
;that he propagated among.them was, (/) That
- ,there was-bat One.God, and:that he only is to be
_warfhipped, and that (m) all Idols wete to be taken
away, and theisr Worfhip utterly abolifhed ; and
¢hat thofe who. fay God hath (n) Sons or Daugh-
ters, or that there are any other Gods (o) aflociated
‘with him, are impious, and eught to be abhorred.
By denying him-Sens and -Afficiates, - he refletred
.on_the Chriftians fQr holdiag the DoQrine of .the
Trinity, andl that Fefus Chrift is the Son of God ; the
-Belief of both which he doth in many places in his
‘Alceran vehement}y forbid. By denying him Daugh.
‘ters, he condemned the: Moletrows Practice of  the
vArabians, (p), who.-worfhipped Allar; Mendh, and
.gli'vw, ‘Female . Deities, which they.held to be
\the Daughters of ‘God, whofe. Jdols and Temples he
atterwards gvety, where deftepyeds. - .
.. Hedid nat prgtend to deliver 10 themany new
Religion, but to revive the okl one, which God firft
-gave anto Adem 3 -and when loff, in the corruption
ig?;;he 0Jid World, reftored it aggin by-Revelatioh
10 (q) Abrabam, Who taughs, it his.Son Ifmael their

-

k) .Abul Eeda. Abul Faraghius, p. 02, Elmacin. lib. 1.
\'s,‘x,.. (1) Elmacin. 1ib. 14 ¢. 1. Aloran ¢, 2, 3, 4,75, &cs
+r~«(m) Elmac. ib. & Alc, pafim. -~ (n) Alc. . 4, &e.

.. (o) Alc.c. 4, 5, &c. (p) Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab.
- 89, 9o. Hortingeri Hift. Orient. lib. 1. ¢.7.  (g) Posochii
“Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 53. Ale, <. 3. &a.

Forefather
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Foreafther ; and that he, when he firft plented hinm-
felf in Arabia, inftru&ted Men in the fame Religign
-which he had received from Abrabanm ;. but their
Pofterity afterwards corrupted it into Jdelatry, gnd
.that God had now fent-him to deftroy this /.
-and. again reftore the Religion of Jfwsael their Forg-
father. And therefore, according to bis own Do-
.&rine, it is. not. unfitly called: Ifmaalifme by .the
ews, although they call it {o only-out of contempt,
by tranfpofition of the Letters from Jflamsifme, the
" Name whereby - the AMabometans themfelves maft
love to call it, from the drabick.(r) Word: Sxlama,
which in the Fourth Conjugation_is Aflamae, to émar
into. the State of Salvation; herice Eflam, the Seuiwy '
Rd;iam’ and Mufmtm, oraswe.call it Muflemad,

that believeth therein. R .

. He (s) allowed both the Old ard the New Teftua
ment, and that Mofes and Fefus Cbrsft were Prophesy
fent from God 5 but that the Fewsand Chrifians Had
corrupted thefe Holy Writings, apnd that he was
{ent to purge them from thefe Corruptions; and re-
ftore the Law of God to that pyrity:in which it was
firft deliverd.; ‘and therefore moft of thofe Paflagés
which he takes qut of the Old .und New Taftamens,
are related etherwile by him ip. his Mlooran, than
we have them in thofe Sacred Books. ~ And in this
certainly he afted much wifer than our Socimians,
who with him denying the Foly ’I‘rim‘t{]'and the Di~
vinity of our Saviour, yet ftill allow the Holy Scrip
turei, as now in our Hands, to be genuine and un-
corrupted, witH which their Dofrine is in the
moft manifeft manner totally iftongiftent. If they

(r) Golii Lexic. in voce Selama, 6: Pocockius ubi fupras
() Alc.c. 3, 4, 3, &c. o
had
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-had with this their (+) er denied the Scriprures
‘which we now have, a:gfﬂ as the Trimity, anﬁhe
Divinity of our Savieur, which are fo evidcnthy
I by them, and forged others in their ftesd,
they might have made their impious Hypothefis look
much more plaofible, than now it can poflibly

apgr to be.

- He pretended to receive all his Revelarions (x)
from the Angel Gabriel, and that he was fent from
God on purpofe to deliver them unto him. And
whereas he was fubject to the Falling Sicknefs, (*)
.whenever the Fit wasupon him, he pretended it
'to be a Tramce, and that then the Angel Gabricl way
ceme from God with fome new Revelations unto
him, the Splendor of whofe appearance he not be-
ing able to bear, this caufed him to fall into thof®
“Trances, in which the Angel converfed with him,
-and delivered to him thofe Meffages from God,
which he was fent to reveal unto him.

His pretended Revelations he put into feveral
‘Chapters, ‘the Collection of which make up his Alco
ran, which is the Bible of the AMabometans. The
Original of this Book he taught them (x) was laid
ap i the Arebives of Heaven, and that the Angel -
Gabriel brought him (y) the Copy of it Chapter by

.. (t) The Socinians Jay juf? ske fame, and no more of Jefus Chrifty
than Mahomet did before them, excepting only that be makes bimfelf
thr gredter of tke two 3 and bow many other things they agrze in with
bim, and feem to bave taken from bim, may bg feen in Hottinger’s
Hiltoria Orientalis, lib, 2. c. 3. where be flly compdres the Do=
Arines of both togother, ¢ (u) Alc, c. 2. Joan. Andreas.c. 23 -
Guadagnol, Tradt. 2. c. 10, fedt. 1. Liber Agar.  (*) Ro-
dericus Toletanus, c. 6. Ricardi Confuratio, ¢, 13. Thedpha-
nes. Zonaras. Mifcel. Hiftoria. Hottingeri Hift, Orient, lih,
7. ¢ 2. Fortalitium Fidei lib. 4, Confid. 2.  (2) Alc.c. 6
& (Y 8o, ()) Alc- Ce 25, .
’ Chapter,
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Chapter, according as accafion required they fhould -
‘be publithed to the People. Part of ,thefe he pub-
‘lifhed at Mecca, before his flight. from thence 3
and the other part at AMedina, which he did after
this manner: () When he had forged a iew Chap=
' #er, which he intended to publith, ke firft diGated
it to-his Setretary, and then delivered the written
Paper to-be read to his Folawers till they had learnt
it by heart; which being done, he had the Paper
brought to him ‘again, which be laid up in a Chefy
which he called the Cheft of his Apoftiefhip. . This he
did, I fappofe, in imitation of the Ark or Holy
Cheft among the Fews, in which the Authentick Co-
Py of their Law was repofited. This Cheft he left
in the keeping of Haphfa, one of his Wives, and
out of it, after his death, was the Alcoran compi=
Jed, inthe fame manner as Homer’s Rbapfodies weré
out of the loofe Poenmts of that Poet. .Abu Beker
:gho-fuceeeded the Jmpoftor, firft made the Collec-
ion. R o
- (*)For when Mofailema, who in the laft Yeat
of Mahomet fet up for a Propher as well as he, had,
in hopes of the fame Succefs, in like manner com=
pofed en e, and publifhed it in a Book to his -

liowers (as fhall hereafter be related) Abu Beker
" thought'it neceflary to publifh AMabomet’s alfo in the'
fame manner, and that not only in oppofition to
the new Impafture;but alio for the better fupporting.
of that which he adher’d to ) and therefore having
recourfe to Haphfa's Gheft, partly. out of the Pa-

] aden 3 iy ~’

' (%) Joannes Andreas, cap. 2. (*) Elmagin, L 1. c. 2.
Abul Feda, Pococ. Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 362. Bartholomaus E-
deflenus.  Golii prazfatio-at Suracam. Locniin. Hinckelman:
;rzfatio ad Alcorapum Joanues Andreas, c. 2. Ricardi Con-

“fut. ¢ 13
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pers which he ‘found there, and partly out of the’
Memory of 'thofe who had.léarnt thetm by heart;
when the Tmpoffor firft delivered them unto thei,
he compofed the: Book. For fevetal of thofe Papers
being loft, amd others fo dafaced as not to beread,
he was forced to take in theé afliftance of. theofe .
. who pretebded to remember what the Fripoftdr tiad
taught ‘thém, to make vp the Matter, and: unde¥
this Pretence made ufe of tHeir Advice to-fraine
the Book, as he -thought would: beft anfwer - hig
Parpofe. ‘Wthien the Work was compleated;:he
caufed ¢hé Original to be laid-up in the {ame Chefty
eut .of whichghe had compiled it, Which. he ily
continuéd in the keeping: of Haphf#, and then dey
Tivered:out Copies of it among, his Followers.. But
the Book had not. been long publithed, but formas
ny  variony Readimgs. were- got inta -the . Copiesj
and o many abfirditits’ difcovéred it the Book it .
 £If, that (-}) when Othiman caime to b Gatiph;tie
found it neceffary to call it in again to be lick’d ins
- to a'better Shape-;-and therefore having eomman-
dediall to bringin-their Copies;' under pretence 6f
corretiig: thiem by the Origindlin tht keeping’ of
Faphla, he canfed them ali’to be burnt, and theff
publithed. that. Alcoran ‘a-new’ modet'd ty- himj
which we have, of which having ‘order’d- four Co-
pitsto be written out’ fait, he depofited ‘thefirf
of them at’ Midca, and the fecond at Medina ;5 the
third he fent itito Erack; or Chuldea, and the fourdl
into Syrid. - The three firft were'after a while alt
loft, grxtathe.hlt.of them feveral Ages after.({) was

(1) Eutych. Tom. 2.p. 330. Abul Peda. Pococ.' ib. Difpu-
tatio Chriftiani.. c. 1. Joannes Andteas; ¢. 2. (1) Bar~
sholomaus Edeflenus. p. 423, .
.o L fuid -



The Life.of MaromE?:. tg
Bid to be ‘preferved at Damiufous in a Mofque.
there, which ‘had ‘fosmerly. been" the Chureh of
St. Fobm the Baprifft.  Ris (||) was dode in the 324
Year of the Hegira, An. 652. twenty one Years af- .
ter the Death of the Impoffor ;- aftet which-time the
Book underwent no other Corretion. o
On -his firft appearing Eublickly as 'a’ Praphet;
(*) the People laughed. at him fot the ridiculouf=
Befs of his'Pretence ; fome called him a(-}) Sorcerer;
and a Magicin; others a Lyar, an Impofter, and a
Taller of old Fables; of which he often complains
in his Aicoran; {o that for the firft Yeat he pre-
vail'd nothing among them, or got any thing elfe
by his publithing thofe' Chapsers bf his Aloran
. which he liad then compofed, or. his Preaching ' to
them .the Do&rine of them, bt Scorn and Con-
tempt, - But this did not difourage him from fill
Proceeding in his Defign, which he manag’d: with
great Art:  For he was a Man of a (4) ready Wit;

and a very acceptable Addrefs; - he boie all.Afs

fronts, wicthout feeming to refent any ; and ap=
.flicd himfelf to all forts of People, without cons
lemiiing the meaneft ; was very courteous: both
in giving and teceiving Vifits ; the Great Meii hé
foothed - with. flattering Praifes, and -the Poor he

telieved with Gifts and Alms; ‘and towards ,alj_
- Men manag’d himfelf with that Art of Infinuation
(in which he exceeded all Men living) that ag
length he furmounted " all the Difficulties; whieh {0
bold an Impofure in the firlt venting of it muft nes
ceflarily be liable unto 3 and feveral othet new Pré<
Jelytes joined themfelves unto him; among whom

~

(I) Exityéhids, Toiti. 2. p.380.  (*) jodniies Andieas;

. ei. () Aleicixs, 25,37, 81, &c. (4) Elmacin, lib; 1:

¢.1; ABdnazar, Hottifiger. Hift. Orient, lib. 2. ¢ 4; _
6.3 Was

.



Al

26 The Life of MAuomer.

was (b) Omar Ebno’l Chateab, who was one of his
Suceeffors, and then a confiderable Man in the Ciry:
His Example was foon followed by féveral . others
{o that'in the fifth Yeat of his pretended Afiffion,
he had-iricreas’d his Party to the Number of Nine
and thirty, and himfelf miade the Fortieth.

~ On hi§ having made thi§ Progre$s, (¢) feveral be-
‘gan'to be alarm’d atiit. “Thofe that were addicted
tosthe Idolatry of--theit Forefathers, ftood up to
oppofe-him as an Enenty-of their Gods, and adan-
gerous Innovator in their Religion. - But others, who
faw further into his Defigns, thought. it .time to
put a ftop thereto, for the fake of the publick Safe-
ty of ‘the Government, which it -manifeftly tended
tb andérmine for the eftablithing of Tyramny over .

" them, and therefore they combining together

againft him, intended to have eut hith off with
‘the Sword. But (d) Abx Taleb, his Uncle, getting
noficg hereof, defeated’ the Defign, and by his
Powdr, as being Chief of the Tribe, preferved
‘him fronr all other like attempts as were afterwards
framed againft him. For although lie himfelf per-
fifbed in' the Paganifm of his Anceftors, yet he had
that AffeGion fgr the Impoftor, as being his Kin/-
man, and one that was bred up in his Houfe, that
. he firnly ftood by him againft all his Enemies, and
-would fuffer no one to do him any hurt as long as
he lived. . And therefore being fafe under fo pow-
erful a Proteftion, he boldly went on to ptéach to

~ the People in all publick Places of the City where.

they ufed to affemble, and publithed unto them

-+ ¢#) Elmacin, lib 1.cap, 1. Joannes Andreas, ¢, 1,
¢¢) Elmacin, lib. t. ¢. 1. Joannes Andrcas, c. 1.
(d) Elmasin, ib. . o N

. more
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more ddpter:‘of his Alcoran, in' the order,. as he
pretended, they were brought “him. by the Augel
_Gabriel.. The chief Subje@ of which was to prefs
upon them the obfervance of fonte moral Dusids,

" . the Belief of the Unity of God, and the Dignity of

his own pretended Apofiiefhip, in which Indeed,

befidés fome Heathen and Fewifh Rites which che rer |

tained, codfifted the whole of his new forged Ree
li iﬂﬂ- AT “.' Voo . '\"‘ ' ' ol N "'\ "
.gThe mdin Arguments he made ufe of to delude
Men into this Impoffure, were:his Promifes and his
Threats, as being thofe which eafieft work on the
Affe@ions of the Vulgar. -His Promifss were chicfe
ly of Paradife, which he fo ennningly framed to
the.guft of the Arabians, as to. make it totally con-
fift in thofe Pleafures which they were molt de.
- lighted with : For they being within the.Torrid
Zone, were, through the nature of the Clime, as
. well as.the exceflive corruption of their Manmers,
(¢) exceedingly given to the lpve of Women-and -
the fcarching Heat and Drynefs of the Country
making Rivers of Water, coaling Drinks, fliaded
Gardens, and pleafant Fruits, moft refrefhing and
delightful -unto them ; they.were from hence apt
o place their higheft Enjoyment in things of this
nature. -And therefore; to anfwer the heighth of
their carnal Defires; he ‘made the Foys of Heaven,
which hg propofed for. a Reward to all thofe that
fhould believe in him, to confift totally in thefe
Particulars. _ For he tells them in many Places in
his Alcoran, that they Jhak enter snto pleafant Gardens,

(e) Ammianus Marcellinus dé Saracenis, lib. 14. c. 4; In=
eredibile eft quo ardorgapud ¢os in Venetem uuterque diffolvls
fur fexus, © - L R

C3 o (f)where
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. (f) wheres ' many Rivers flow, and indny - cuxsous Fouma

tains continually fend farth mift mj‘mgf&trdbt:- nigh
which the .ﬁm?;npvfe{beuﬁlwr };ln noft drlicate Beds
@darned Yeith Gold and precious Ssones; ander the Shadow
#f the Tites of Paradrfe,; which fhall continyally . yield

thend all mantier af deliciasg Fruits 5 and that shere they
. fball enjoy moft beautiful Women, pure and clean, bzving
Plack Eyes, and. a Counterance. always frefh and. white

as polifhed Pearls , who fball not caft an Eye on any other
but themfelves, with wharn:they fhall enfoy the continual
Pleafures of Love, and fokace thenifelvés 3. their Compa-
ny with amorous Delightsdo:all Eternity, drinking with
tbenm moft delicions Liquors, and moft [avouwry: and plea-
Jont Winss withour being dverintoxicated or ovérchargs
¢dd by them,’ which fhatt be adminifired to them By beass
siful Boys, who (hallbe  continually running round their
Beds vo ferve them: up :unth thetn in Cups of Gold, and
Glaffes fined on Diamonids. © And as thus be framed
his Promifes of Rewsrd in the Life hereafter, ag
might beft-fuit with the fenfual Appétites and De.
fires of* thofe to ‘whom .hé propofed:. iliem; fo,
pn"-the contdary, he defcribed the Punifthment of
Hell; which e threaten’d to all that would not be.
lieve tohim; to confift:of fuch Tormenss as would
appear to ‘them the moftaffli&ing and grievovs ta
“be bora.:. As( £)--ihat shey fbokld dyink."nothing bus
boiting amd fLinking XV atevy; .nor breatk any thing elfe bur
excoediny’ hat Wingfs, € things moft. cerriblg in Ara
bia) ithua they fhould dwell for ever.in- sonvinual: Fire ex-
T S S T A ! ST AP

T

TN A A AN s WU TH

) (1) Aloran, ¢, 3. ¢. 4. €. 36. ¢, 3'75 €. 43. €. 47. ¢, 78. €. 90,
“®e,“Toannes Andreas; ¢ ¥ RiedrdTCantus. <. 8. Cantacuzé-
put Qrag. 3. Sedt, 1y, Hogsingeri Hidh, Orient. 1,.3. . 4% Po-
goskii, Mifceilanes, ¢y.2., Difputatio. Chriltiapi. ¢ 24, & 28,
Bejlanius. lib. 3. ¢. 9. (g) Alcoran c. 7. €. 37.¢. 43 € 44
£14730; 6, 74+ € 770 & 78. ¢ 90. &qy o

B ) geffively

<
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. fwaly burving, ngéln[u.rzmd,‘d with. 4 black hot and.
g,k Smogky ai with @ Coverlid ; that they [hould. eat no=
thing but Briars apd - Thorps, and the Frusts of the Tree.
Zacan, which fhodd be in their Bellies like burning Pitch. 4
, In the propofing of thefe Promifts and Threats to
the . People. he was very frequent, and fedulopsy
* makjng them to ring in their Ears pp all Occafionsy
whereby,he failed .net of his End in alluring fome,
‘ -a{ixd‘}aﬁ'rightiqg, others intq the Spare he Jaid for
them. .0 oo Y :
"And that he wight omit nothing whereby.to -
work omtheir Feary. which is ufually the moft pre«
valent Paffiop of ‘the dggorant, he. terrified them
- with the Threats of grievous Punifhments in . this

Life;-as well ‘as ip-that which is to come,. if they ‘

would not hearkep unto.him. And-to this end (4)
he did fet forth unto them on all Qccafions,” what -
terrible Deftrudtions had fallen npon the Heads of -
fuch as wopld not be inftru€ted by the Prophets,
‘that were fept before him., How the,0ld Werld was
" deftroyed by Water, far not being reformed at the'
preaching - of Noah;4ud Sedom by Fire from Heas
ven, for not hearkning to Lot when fent unto them,
How theEgyptianswere plagued for defpifing Mofes;
and how Ag and Themad, two ancjent Tribes of the
Arabs, were totally extirpated for the fame reafon,
His'Stories of the two-laft were Fables of his own
Invention, which he related unto thenj after this
manner; that (i) 44 the Grandfon of Aram, the
Son of Sem, planted himfelf after the Confufion of
Languages in the Soathern .Parts of Arabia, where
his Pofterity falling into Idolatry, the Propher Hud

"({:‘) Alcic. 6. ¢.7.¢. 11, &‘c'.' Joannes An’c‘!reask E_._ xg.; “ '
(i) Al c. 7. €. 11} '&c. Pocockii Spec. HiRt. Asab. p.37. ) -
: €3 (whom -

’
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‘(whom the Cothmentators on the Alcarar will have
to be Heber) was fent unto them to reclsim them
unto the true Worfhip; but they not "hearkening
‘unto him, God fent aviolent bot Wind, which -in-
feven Days time deftroyed them all, excepting on--
ly the Prophet, and fome few who- were reformed-
. by him. "As to Thamod, his (k):Story was, that:
. they were an ancient Tiibe of - thie: Arabs, dweRing’
-on the Confines of Syris, and that on their Revolt:
to Idolatry, God fent to them the Propher Saleby
that- on their demand of a Miracle to teftify his
Miffin, he caufed a Rock to ‘bring fogla Camel in
the fight of them' all; that they notwithftanding
in contempt wounded the Camel, and that there-
upon God fent terrible Thunders, which in three.
Days time deftroyed ther all, excepting Sak¢h, and
' fome few who believed on him.- And the like Ps-
ble he alfo told them of (1) Chaib, another Prophee
of the ancient Arabs, fent to the Tribe of Madian
4nd how that Tiibe was in -like manner d,é[troyecf ‘
by Thunder, for not hearkening unto him. For the
fake -of thefe Stories (which be was very frequent
in inculcating into the People, and very often res
ats in his Alceran) thofe who believed not on
im, called him (m) a Teller of old Fables ;- but not-
withftanding, they wrought upon . the Fears of
others, and by this and other fuch Artifices, he ftill
went on togncreafe his Party., to which two of his
Uncles, (n) Hamza and Al Abbas, atlength’joined
themfelves, But the reft'of his Uncles approved
- not of his Defigns, and although by Faleb fill
- (4) Alvaran; ¢. 7. c.t1.°c. 28, &c, Pocockii Spec. Hilt,
Arab. p. 37. Hott. Hift. Orient. lib. 1. ¢. 3., . () Algyc,

g5 V1. €26, e (m) Alcogan, ¢ 235, &ey (n) Joans
pes Andgeas, 0. 1, v

continyz

\
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cotttinued to befriend’ him, ‘Becaufe of  the Affécti -
on which he bore him, the other nine had not this
regard to Mim; B8t joined with his Enemies, and®
oppoftd him aff’ fey'conld, as a’Manthat pnder-
. the falfe 'Mask'Which-hé bad put on, carried’ on’

. dangerbus Defigris t6 the prejudice of His Countyy. :
- Bug that -wt%tﬂ hgravelld him- moft, was, that
his Opfofers d¢matrded 'to fee a Miracle from him.
For filid the§" (o) Mofes and Jefus, and the reft of the:
Prophets, according' to thy own Dittrine, worked Mira
cles to prove their Miffion from God 5 and therefore if °
" thou be & Prophet, and greater than any that were fent’
before thee, as thoi boafteft thy [elf. to be: (p) ‘do thou
work the like Miracles to manifeft st unto ws.- Do thon
make the Dead to rife, the Dumbp to [peak, and the
Deafto hear 5 or elfe dp thou caufe Fountains to’ [pring.
oyt of the Earth, and make this Place a Garden u[;m’
~ with Vines and Palm-Trees, and watercd with -Rivers
running thraugh it into divers Channels 5 or elfe let us fee
- come ngn from Heaven fome of thufe Punifbmaents which
thou threatneft us with. -~ Or do théu make thee an Houfe
of Gold,. adorn’d with Jewels and coftly Furniture 3 or
let us fee the Book thoy wouldeft bave s believe to come
from FHeaven, defcend down to us from thence legible in
our Eyes, or the Angel which thou'telléft-us doth bring it
unto thee, and then we will believe in_thy Word. ";ghis
Objection he' endeavour’d to evade by feveral An-
fwers. “One (q). while he tells them, he is only a
Man fent ta preach to them the Rewards of Pare-
dife, and the Punifhments of Hel. ‘At another
ime, () That their Predeceflors-contemned, the
Miracles-of Saleb, and- the other Propbets, and . that

'(b} Alcoras, c. 2. c. 6, &s. Bidawi ad Alcorani cap. 12,
(p)yAlcoran, ¢. 57, oy - (g} Algoran, . 374 . (r) Ak ib,
o - - for
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ﬁwt;m Bea(0g fFad would : monc among
theg, - And 2 while, aﬁcr; ;fgz ¥0) Wbom
God. had ordaiged to believe,; igye wit
o, Miragks, 2pd thofe'whqque Qetpr. meci

19, belicye, ‘hculd not be opgh al
thofe Misils frould bﬁfﬁa "ﬁe ep o
?q*:;‘lhy;g? 3’?“‘ o this h{a Prﬂf Y:,Were
aplain Conteflion that he l;?ant B%“P?wer o

Bdirgslés, which all other Prophets d to prove theiy
' d;pf o, feyeval 1'of thofe that were his Followess,
tted .from him, of which he much complaing
hxs “Aleoran. And therefore finding that . thig
'\!Nﬂd pot do, en his coming to Meding, apd haying .
. there taken the ‘Swerd in hand, and gottep an Army
to back his Caufe, he began to fing another Note.
¥For his DoGrine then was, (#) That God had fent
Bofes. and. ?eﬁa with Mraclu, and yet Men would
rot be ,obedient fo their Word ; and therefore he
lnd nqw fent hng ‘in-the laft place without Miracles,
. tp foree them ‘the Pawex of the Sword to do his
Wxn And ,ppm(uaqt hereto {«) he forbad his Dif-
qglesfgo“egmex ;ptoany urthgr leputes about his
Religion ; ot infead thereaf he commanded them
©® ﬁght forit,and de&roy all thofe who fitould ¢qn<
“wadid his Law,. promlﬁn ﬁrdc Rewards in the
lafe tR.comE, 1o fi puld take up the Sword
ip this Gauft, and, Qa C'mppn of. Martyrdam 'to al}
thefe wbp*)ibqp;d dje fighting f tit.” And upon
this Head, fome of the .24 m:m Dottors ar uc

¥EEY fgbmny, .Jor.* fay thﬁy, tbic Prophpts, of /G

LR R iy

——t " . I e .
A Rxchardn i Confutatio,c.7 Can-

ncnzem Ayologta, 4 '8 Orat. 1. Sedt. 11. Alcoran, c. 2.¢.3.
¢ -, -G “(d) Al c. 4. Cadtaruzeni Qrat. 3. Sedt. 1¢.

“Mq\d ‘Ebus Zin.Guadagnol, Erad. 3. < 194 Segte 1.

©are:
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sveof divers fores, acoording forithie divess Atri-

butes of hisdivine Nature, which.they are feat, o

fhew forth. : That Fefus Chriff-pas-fent to manifef}
the Righteounss, the Powey .aud Knomledge: of God's
© That he thewed forth the Righreowfuefs of Godl mé-

w

© . ing impeceable j. his Knawledge, in - that e knew
. e Secrets of Mens Hearts,. and foyeseld thingsto -

come ;5 and -his; Power, ; in-daing - thofe niremdany
Warks which nane.elfe. butGod ¢onld, . That Se/emese
was fent to menifeft the Wifdom, the Glory, and the
Majefty of Godr; and Mofes, his Pravidence, and his
Clemency : None of which carrying \with them a
Power to force Men to believe,. Miracles were.na-
ceffary in their-Adiffians to induee them therennto.
But Mahomes was a: Propher, fent principally te
fhew forth the Fortitude of Gad by the Power of thé
Sword, which being of it felf alone fuffident to
«compel all Men into the Faith, .withoit any other
Power accompanying it, for thisweafon, fay they,
Mahomer wrought no Miracles; becanfe he had: no
need of them, ke Power of the Sword, with which
he was feat, of if felf alone fufficiently -enabling
him to accomplith his Miffien, for forcing Men to
Delieve therein: 'And frdmrhence it hath ‘become
the Univerfdl Doctrine of ‘the Mabometans,: Thar
sheir Religion 'is to be propagated ‘by the Sword,
and thatall ofthem are bound to fight for it.- Asd
* for this reafon («) it hatb- beeh a Cuftom atyng

them for their Preachers, while they deliver their
Sermons, t0 have .a Dnawn._Sword placed by ~them,

to denote thereby, that..the Do&rine which . they
teach therty, was with the Sword 1o be defended
and propagated bythem. "~ -

. é(;) Q@uﬁ@ar. Se&k. !.h Guadagnol ‘Frakt. 2. .4,
. B 3 .
g | ~ . How.
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-_.[However, it'istiot to be denied, but that there

arcfeveral Miracles -réckoned up, ‘which- Mabomer
)is fiid to have wrought ; as, That he did cleavé

the Moon'in two ; Thit Trees went forth to meet

it That, Water flowed from between his Fin-

- gers; That the Stones faluted him 4 That he fed a

great Compan§ with a little Food ; That a Beam
g:fned at him; That a Camel complained to
ims”That a Shoulder of Mutton told him of its -

 being poifoned; and feveral others. But thofe

who.relate them, ‘are .only fuch who are reckoned
‘amonf their Fabulous and Legendary Writers. Their
-Learned () Dottors renounce themn all; as doth Ae-
bomer himfelf, whe in feveral placesin his (2) Alco-
eanowns that he wrought no Miracles. But when
they are prefled how without Miracles they can
qprave his Miffion, .their common Anfwer is; That
Jaftead of all Miracles is the Alcoran. For (b) that
Mubomet, who was an IHliterate Perfan, that could
areither write nor read, or that iny Man elfe by

* dirhane Wifdom alone fhould be able to compofe a

Mook fo excellent in Eloquence, and fo excellent
dn Doflrine, as they will havg that to be, is what
they. will not admit to be.poflible; and thereforé
they qlled%e; the Excellency of the Book for the
Srathof all ‘contained therein, and will have -that
#0 be. 4 Proof equivalent to the Miracles of all ‘the

 Proghetsithat went-before him, to manifeft -thac it -

oot et IR E

<"1y} ' Abul Pharaghius, p. 104, Pocdckii?ﬁcg&‘iim; Arab.

,¥874.8& 188. Hottinger.. Hift. Orient. lib.:2{ «..6. Gua-

opnele Tradtizr.c. 3o Se. 2. . () Abwl Pharaghius, p.
104. Pocockii Spec. Hift: Arab. p. 1915192, &c. Hottinger.
Hift. Orient, lib. 2. ¢.6. _(a) Alc. ¢ 6, &c. (5) Al
Gezali. Sepher Cozri. Bidawi. Ahmed Ebn Edris. Hortinger,
.B.itt.,g‘mnn lib. 3.¢. 6. Posockii > Spes. Hift, Arab. p. 191,
192, &c¢. . . ' "

. s Y . . camq ‘
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came from' Ged: And on this(c) the Tmpoftor hiin-
feif often infifts in his' Alcoran, challenging ihfeve-
‘ral places of it all Men’ and Detils by their united
Skill to compofe another Book'like that in Elo-
.quence and Inftruiion, or elfe any one Chapter that
can be compared in Bxcellency with the meaneft .
Chapter therein : Which they takinl%a for grantéd
that both together cannot do, will have this to be
a moft cléar manifeftation beyond all contradiction,
that this Buok could come from none other but God
himfelf, and that Mabomer from whom they re-
ceived it, was his Meffenger to bring it unto-theri.:

As to the Particulurs in this Argument alledged,
it muft be allowed, that the Alvwran, bating the
Folly, the Confufednefs and ircoherency of the
.Matter contained therein, is as to the Stilé and
Language the Standard of Blegancy in the Areb
Tongue 5 and as to Mahomet, that he was in truth
what they fay, an Iliterate Barbarian () that could
neither write nor read. But thjs was not fo much -
adefe in him, as i the Tribe of which he wa
with whom it was the Cuftom as to all manner o
Literature, to continue. (¢) in the fame.Ignorance
with which they came out of their Mothers Bellies,

- unto their Lives.end. And therefore at the time
when Mahomer firft fet up for a Propher, there was
not any one Man of Mecsa that could either write
or read, excepting only (f) Warakah, a Kinfman
of Cadigha’s, who having firft turned Few, and af-
terwards Chriftian, had learned to write Arabick in

et

v

(c) Alcoran, ¢. 2. ¢ 10. 5. 17, &c. “(d) Alc. c. 7. Joa
annes Andreas, c. 2. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. 156. Difpu-
tario Chriftiani, c. 12, Richardi Confutatio, ¢.3. (¢) Ebe
nol Athir Shareftani. AL Motarrezi in libro Mogreb. Pocock,
spe‘o Hl&o At‘bq " 3 ,?a (f) A‘o Wio'POCO‘k' ibo
: ' : Hebrew
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Hlehrew Letters: - : And-ifor this’ reaforr the Men of
Meges Were eslled (g) the Ligérare; in -oppofition
to the People of Medike, who being the one half
Ghriftians, and theother half Fews, were able both
0 write and read ; and- therefre were called (b)
the Peaple of thie Book. And from them feveral of
Mashomer’s  Followers, after he' canic. to Medina,
arnt to read: and write.alfo, whith fome of them
Jaad begun to Ieatn before of Baflier the Cendian (i)
who, having. fojourned at Anbar,'a City of Erack,
- near,Edphrated; there learat the Art; from whence
coming, to écca, and: marrying the Sifter of Abu-
fophinn, he fettled there, and from him the Men of
- Mecce e firfl-faid to have seceived the Art of
Letters: Among the Followers of Mabomet, Oth- -
man was the greateft Proficient herein, which ad«
yanced hini afterwatds to (%) be'Secretary to the
Jpspoftor.  But for want of Paper at firft, as in a
place where there was never before any occafion for
. Ity they were forced to make wfe (2) of the Spade-
Bones of Shoulders of Mutton; and of Shoulders of
samels, to write on; which was a device ancient-
ly made vfe of by other Tribes of the Arabs, who
* had Letters, but wanted Traffick to accommodate
them with more convenient Materials for this pur-
pofe; and therefore their’Books in which their
JPoems; and other mattets they delighted in were
written, (m) were only fo many of thofe Spade~
Bones tied ‘together upon aString. This Bafher
pfrerwards became one of Mabvmess Difciples,

i v

. ... {g)Shareftani. Pocock. Spec. Arab. Hift. p, 168  (b) Sha<
teRani & Pocock, ib. Mottin, Hift. Orient. lib. 1.¢. 1. .
. (i) Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. x57. - (%) Elmzcid,
Lo 5. c. 1. Bartholomaus Edeflenus. . : (/) Pocockii Spees:
Hift. Arabi p. 157, (m) Ebnol-Athit. Potock.ib

-

and
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and-follbwed: bim dn-his Wars, Gl poifoned at Chis
ibar, a3 hall be hereafteprelated.: | ooi: o

iBot thefe Particolars being. thus:allowed, : Thde
the Alcoran of thei Maboumtunyis.of fo-clogint Stj
and the flippofed Author thereof fuch & Rudle i
Hbteraie Barbarsan y it willk be here askediwin wend
the Affiftants by>Whoférhelp.this Book wes: oz
piled, and-the, Fugafture framed:? Aind there will
be the tnore reafdn to usk this, becsuse ‘the Book
it 8 contains fo many particulars of-the and
Chiiftian. Religion, as* néceffatily implr‘th& Authird
of it to. be well skill'd'in both ; which Aabbmer)

* who was bred an Idolater, and lived'fo for the 78
forty years of his Life, among a Péople totally illited
rate, cadnot be fappofed zo be. Bat this it4 Ouapiok
Rrot-fo eafily to be anfivered, becanfe:the:viattre of
the thing required it Thonid be ‘contealed.  THE .
Aaborheran Wrirers; who believed: in-tHe Impifftor;
as.chey will allow nothing of this, fato be' firc will
fay lictle of it, and the Chrigtians who abhorred his:
Wiekednef§, are apt to fay too much. " For it wa¥
ufual with them, as it is with all other contending
Parties,. t fnatch-at every Story which would difs
parape the Religion they were againft, and believe
1t fight 6r wiong, if it would ferve their Purpofe.

. this:'way:.' ‘And from tience it hath proceeded, thaé
wehave' o many fubulous and ridiculons Accounts;
both- of ‘AMabémet - and: his Impcz?:fe,‘ * go curreiit

among vs, which fexye.only to the expdfiig of 4§
to! the daughter of the Mthbx}, "Wpl?,e"ﬁ"%eldtei!
andong them.  Abd befides, the Scere of - this Iz
po¥tde being at leaft fix<bundred Miles within thé -
Country_ of _Arabia, amidft thofe Barbaress Nae .
tiops, wi} 0, all immediately imbraced it, and would
not aftegward permit ady of another Religion, 16
much as to live among them ; it could not at that
. L ~ diftance.

/ - .
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diftance be fo/welt fearched Hita by thofe whio wére
moft concerned to difcover the Frauds of it, and.
therefore an éxa& Account eannot :be expected. .in
this Particular. ' “However, that I thay give all the
fatisfadtion herein; that I amable; 1 fhall here lay
together whatfoever | canfind in any credible-An-
thor concerning it; apd-‘give the beft Judgment
hereof, that the matter will admit: .

- That Mahomet compofed his Alvoran by the help
of others,” was a thing well known at Meccw, when:
he firft broach’d ; his Impostare-there, and it wads

ten fung in -his Teeth by bis Oppofers, as: he

himfelf more than once complaineth. In the 3gth
Chapter of the Aicoran, his Words are ; They fay;
Thas the Alcoran is nothing but 4 Lie of thy Yown Fr
wention, and 'others have been affisting to thee. berein:
Where the Commentasors -fay, the Perfons ‘here
meant (n), were the Servants of a certain Swords
Imith at Mecca, who were Christians, with- whom
Mabomet was ufed often to converfe for the better
informing of himfelf from them in’ the Oid.and
New Testament.  And from hence itis, that ¥ Bel.
doniss tells vs, That Mabomer found at Mecca two
_ Chriffians, who had with them Copies of the 0id and

New Testament, and that he was much helped by.
them in'the Gompofing of his Alcoran. But this.is
tooopen Work for fo fecret'a Defign.  They that
upbraided .him with his being affilted by others;
meant- not thofe'whom he -publickly converfed:
with, but. the private Confederates, whom her fe~
cretly made ufe of at home, in the framing of she-
whole Imposture, and the wsiting for him thd:. Bovk,

_* (w) Liber Agar. Guadagnol, Tradt ci-10. Sedt. 1. Joannes
‘ Ai‘.(";eas de Confulione Se&':\iahometam, (78 PR
2 Lib. 3. ¢c0 24 . ‘

S which
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Which: he:pretended was.brooght to him from Hea-
wen by the Angel Gabricl. And what he hath in
anothet place of his -Aleoran, doth patticularly
point at one of thofe, who was then looked, upor
to have had a principal hand in this Matter. For in
-the Sixteenth Chapter his Woids are 5 I know
they will [ay, That a Man bath taught bins the Alco-
Tan ; bur whom they prefume to bave taught him is 4
Perfian by Nation, and [peaketh the Perfian Language:
But the Alcoran is in the Arabick Tongue, full of In-
Strution. and Eloquence. Now, who this Rcr{ian was;
" Friar Richard, in his Confutation of the Mahometan
Law, helps us to underftand. For in his Thir-
teenth Chapter of that Tra& he tells us;. That
Mabomet being an illiterate Perfon, he had for his
belper in the forging ef his Imposture, amon
others, one Abdia Ben Salen, a Perfian Few, whoie
Name he afterwards changed, to make it corre-
fpond with the Arabick Dialeét, into (p) Abdollaki
Ebn Salems: And Cantacuzenws; and Cardinal Cufd
fay the fame thing. And (q) moft others that
. write of this Tmpesture, make mention of him as the
chief Architett made ufe of by Mabome: in the fra-
ming of it. And that he was the Perfian pointed
-at in this Paffage of the Alcoran 1 have laft mens
tioned, the fame Friar Richard in the Sixth Chapter
of the fime Tra&t exprefly telleth us. And he is.
the fame Perfon whom Elmacinus calleth (r) Salman

. (p) Abdiah is the funie in Hebiew that Abdollah is in Arabick,
i. . the Servant of God, and Ben the fume with EBn, i, ¢, the Sons
(%) Schickardi Tari¢ in Procmio, p. $4: Forbeflus Inflrud,
Hift: Theolog. lib. 4. ¢. 3. Spanhemius in Introdudione ad
Hift; Ecclefiaft, ad Sec. 7. ci i - (r) Bidawi, an emimwnt*
Commentator on the Alcoran, fays, The Perfian meant in the place
abevementioned t6 barie belped i omet, was Salman, ’

) thé

.
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the Perfian; who by his kit in drawing an Ine
trenchment at the Battle of the Ditch, faved Ma-
bomet and all his Army, where otherwife he muft
have neceflarily been overpowered by the number
of his Enemies, and totally ruined. For he was a
very cunning crafty Fellow, and fo throughly skill-
ed in all the Learning of the Jews,that he had com-
menced (s) Rabbi among them. And- therefore
from him Aabomet feems to have received whatfo-
ever of the Rites and Cuftoms of the Fews he hath
ingrafted into his Religion. -For this making a ve-
1y confiderable part of it, and many of the Parti-
culars beirig drawn from the abftrufer parts of the
Talmudic Léarning, this neceffarily fhews fo able ast
helper to have been in the whole contrivamce. And
" @what Johannes Andreas, an Alfacki, or a Dottor of
the Mahomietan Law, turned Chrsstian, writes of
him, further clears this Matter. * For he tells us
from Authentick Teftinonies of the 4rab Writers,
in which he was thoroughly verfed, that this b=
dollah Ebn Salem (whom he, or-rather his Interpre-
ter, cotruptly calls 4bdals Celen) was for ten Years
together the Perfon by whofe Hand all the preten
ded Revelations'of the Fmpoitor were firft written,
and therefore no doubt he was a principal Contri-
ver in the forging of them. There is extant in the
end-of the Latin Alcoran, publithed by Bibliander,
a Tra® tranflated out of -Arabick into Latin by
Hermannus Dalmata, which by way of Dialogue be-,
tween Mahomet and this Abdollab, lays before us a
«great.many of the Fooleries of the Mahometan Re~
ligion 5, which Tra& helps us. to correét the Name

(s) Dialogus inter Mahometem & Abdollam. * De'
Confufione Sectx Mahometanz, ¢, 2. - ) '
' which
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thich is in Friar Richerds Tra& very .cottuptly
written, as being only a Fianflation at fhe third
Hand. Fotr that Tra& of Priar Richdrds which
we now have, is no other than a Tranflation from
the Gréek Capy of Dimeirisié Cydonisih, witho tranflated
it into that Lariguage, for the ufe of the Emperor -
Cantacutenwi, from the Original Latin Which is
mw ]oit- . . L. .

_ Befides this ew, thie Impoftor had alfo a Chriftién
-Monk for his Affiftarit; and the many particiilars
in his Aloran telating to the Chiiffidn Religion,
‘plainly prove him to have had fuch an helpér. Thez
bphanes, Zondrds, Cedyenas, ~An4{}4ﬁuf,f_ and the Az -
thor of the Hiftoria Mifcella, tell us of him; withs
but giving him any othet Namé than that of a Nes
Jrorian, Azpk. But thie Author of the Difpueatiot
againft a Mehometan, which is epitomized in Pina
tentius Bellsidcenfi’s Speculurs Hifforicum, and fromi
therice printed at the end of Bibliander’s Ldtin Als
toran, (u)calld him Sergisis 5 and from thenee is it,
that he hath been ever finte fo often fpoken of b
. that Name among the Weftérn Writers: But in the
Eaft he is totally unkriqwn by it; he being nevery
as much as | ean fild, made mention of by that
Name by any of their Writets. . For all there that
%‘e’ak of this Aonk, call him Babira ; and Friaf

ickard ¥, who in the Yeat of our Lord 1216 went
to Bagdad on purpofe to fearch into the Myftery-
of Mahemesifni, by teading their Books; and on
his retutn wrote that judicious Confutation of it
which I have afore-mentioned (#) tell4 us of this.
Bahira as ani Affiftant to Mahomet in the forging of
J A R 1-1;.~\~-~~' o we S . -A_‘w

(«) C.33: . * Cantacuzeni Orat, 1., ¢ontrd Maboe:
géilc | (2) Cap. 6. & ¢.13. !

b2 ki
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-his Impoftarey and fo. dothalfo (y) Cantdcuenusy
Bartholemaus Edeffenus,-and the other Greek Author
of the Confutation of Aahomet, publithed by Le
Moyne : But not one of them fays any thing of Ser-
gius; fo that it is plain (z) that Sergius and Bwbira
are only_ two different Names of the fame Perfon.
He was a Monk of Syrid, of the Se& of the Neffo
vians. . The Mabometans will have it, that he firft

took notice of Mabomet, while a Boy, after that .

- Prophetick manner as is before related ; but accos-
ding to that Account he would have been tooold
to aft his part in this fmpoffure fo many Years af-
ter. ‘The truth of the matter is, Mahomet did fot
fall acquainted with him -till a long while after,
when he was projecting his wicked Defign in his

* Head, in order to the better forming of which,
being very defirous to acquaint himfelf with the

Fewifh and Chriftian Religions, he was very inquifi-
tive in examining into them, as he met with thofe

" that could inform him. And in one of his Jour-

neys into Syria, either at Boftra (a) as fome. fay, or

(b) at Ferufalem as others, lighting on this Bahira,

and receiving great fatisfagion from him in many
of thofe Points, which he defird to be informed in,

did theteon contra& a particular Friendfhip with .

him. And therefore not long after, (¢) this. Moak
for fome great Crime being excommunicated, and
.expell’d bis Monaftery, fled to Mecca to him ; and
being there entertain’d in his Houfe, became his
Affiftant in the framing of that Impoftare, which he

"

(») Orat. 1. contra Mahometem. () Ecchelenfis Hift.
Arab. Part 1.c. 6. . (a) Abul Pharaghius. Abyl Feda.
Al Kodai. Al Jannabi. (b) Georgius Monachus in Dif~
putatione cum Abufalama. (c) Theophanes, Zanaras,
Richardi Confutatio, ¢. 13, Fortalitium Fidei lib. 4. Coni;d. N

a1ct-
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afterwards vented, and continued with him ever
after ; till at length the Impoflor having no farther
occafion of him, to fecure the Secret, * put him
to death. If Sergins were the Name which he had
in his Monaftery, Bahira was that which he after-
wards affum’d in Arabise, and by which he hath
ever fince been mentioned in thofe Eaflern Parts,
by all that there write or fpeak of him. The(e)
word in-the Arabick Langnage fignifieth a Camel,
which after fome extraordinary merit, according
to the ufage of the ancient Arabs, had his Barslit,
and was turned forth from the reft of the Herd,
at free Pafture, to woik no more. And no doubt
this Monk having told the Tale of his Expulfion
“from his Monaftery fo much to his Advantage, as
2o make it believed at Mecca to be’drawn upon:
him by that which was reckoned there as meritori-
ous, had from thence this Name given him, as foit-

_ing that Notion which they had of his Condition
among them. ‘o :
As-to -his other Helpers, if he had any fuch,
what is faid of them is fo uncertain, and. that fo
little; as is not material here to relate. We may
fuppofe from the very nature of the Defign (it be~
ing to impofe a Cheat upon Mankind) that he -
made as few as poffible confious to it; and the
two above mention’d -being fufficient for his Pur-
pofe, it doth not appear likely that he admitted
any more into the Secret of it. Neither indeed is.
there any more room in it for another to a&t. For
bis Religion being made up of three Parts, whereof
en¢ was borrowed from the Jews, another from the

—
-

? Richardi Confutatiq, c. 13, Confutatio Mahometis Gr.
Edita per LeMoyne.  (¢) Golii Lexicon, Arab. Pocockit
Fpec) Hifk, Arab. p, 330, Hottin. Hift, Orient, lib, 1. ¢.7..
P3 * Cbriftians,

A 1
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. [Chriftians, and the third from the Hearhen Arabs,
Abdoliah furnithed the firft of them, Babira the fer
gond, and Adsbomer himfelf the laft ; fo tha¢ there -
was no need of any other help to compleat the
Impofpure. . . o :

I know there are many other Particulars go cur»
rent of this Matter, both as to the coining of the
Forgery, and alfo the magner of the fitft propagas
ting of it 3 as-that the Impofior ( ) taught a. Bul ta
bring bim the 4icoran on his Hotns, in & publick:

flembly, as 'if 'it had this way been fent to him

rom God ; that he bred.np Pidgeons to come to-his
Ears, to make fhow theredy, asif the Holy Ghoft
converfed with hint s and many other fuch Staries,
which being withoutany- foundation or likelihood'
of Truth, .4 pafs them. over as idle Fables, not ta
be crediged 5 althovgh -1 find fome very great Men
have been too eafy 10 fwallow ghem ; as partigulars’
1y (g) Scaliger, (b) Qratius, and (i) Sionira, have

hat of the Pidgeons, Such Tricks as thefe would

ave been cafily feen‘through by the 4rabisps,they
being Men naturally of as fubtle and acute Parts ag
any in the World. And therefore Aahomet nevey
fo much as offered atany thing of this nature among
them ; hut difclaiming all Miracles, thereby avoi-
ded the necefficy of hazarding his Defign upen any
fuch open Cheats, where it-would be jo liable 1o he
totally blafted by a Difcovery. The whole of thig
Jmpofture Was a thing of extraordinary Craft, carri-
gd on.with all the Cuaning and Cantion imagina~

(f) In prafatione ad Difputationem Chriftiani, Purchas
" Pilgrimage, Book 3. cap. 3. Fortalit. Fid. ljb, 4. Confid. 3,
&‘) In nocis ad Spharam Manilii.  (b) De veritage Chriftis
anx Religionis, 1ib. 6.'c. § “." (i) In Appendice ad Geor
propiiam Nubienfemp . 7”7
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blei; The framing of the Algoran (whetein lay the
main of the Cheat) was all contrived at home in as
fecret a manner as poflible, and nothing hazarded
abroad, but the fuccefs of preaching it to the Peo-
ple. And in doing of this, no Art or Cunnin
was wanting te make it as effeGual to the End de-
fign'd as poflible s And therefore whatever Stories
are tald of- this Matter, that are inconfiftent with
- fucha Management, we may aflure our felves are

nothing elfe but Fables foolifhly inveated by fome
zealous Chriftiays to blaft the Impofture, which neg-
_ded np fuch means, for its- Confutation.
. But to go on with the Series of our Hiffory: In
the Bighth Year of his pretended Miffion, his Par-
ty growing formidable at Mecca, the (k) City paf
ded a Decree, whereby they forbad any more to join
themfelves.unto him. But this availed fiothing to
his Hurt, as long gs his Uncle Abx Taleb lived. But
(1) he dying withjn two Years after, and the chief
Government of the City, on his Death, falling in-
to the Hands of Abu Sophian, of the Houfe of Om-
pia, then one of his moft violent Oppofers, his
Enemies laid ho}d of this Advantage to renew their
Oppofition againft him, and profecuted it with
that fuccefs, that they foon puta ftop to the fur-
ther progrefs of his Impoffure at Mecca. For their
Party, after he had now loft his Proteftor, and they
became thus headed againft him, foon grew to thas
Strength, and appear’d with that Violence on all
Occafions to oppofe his Defigns, that for fear of
., them no more new Profelyt¢s durft joyn themfelves
. uato him ; and many of phofe who had. afore decla-
- ved for him, having done it for no other end, but

(t) Elmacin, Lib, toc, 1, (1) Elmacin Jibe g € 7.
Pg - to -
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. to joyn with a Party where they thought they
might beft make their Intereft, as foon as they
faw the Hopes which they had -of his prevailing,
to be again blafted by this Oppofition, which they
udged too_ ftrong for him to weather,- again drew.
ck and appear’d no more with him.  And theres
fore Mahome: feeing his Hopes of carrying his De,
fign at Mecca this in a manner totally crufh’d, bes
gan to look abroad where elfe he might fix. That
which he drove at, was to have gained fuch a Party
there, as might be ftrong -endugh te overpower
the reft, and fubje& the whole City. to him 3 and |
then, after havirg pofleffed himfelf of fuch a Poft,
from thence to have armed his Difsiples for the
gaining him that Empire over the reft of the Arabs,
which he projefted. - And-to this purpofe was it,
that he fo often inculeated it into themy that his
Dorine was to be propagated by the Sword, and
that gll that would receive the Faith which he
reached, muft fight for it. ' But now feting no
ikelihood of accomplifhing this at Meecs, he fet
his Thoughts on work how to gain fome other
‘Town, where to arm his Party for this Defign.
And therefore his Uncle Abbas living moft an end |
at gm) Tayif, (another Town of Hagiaz, at fixty
Miles diftance from Mecca towards'the Eaft) and
having a great Intereft there (n) he took a Journey
thither, under his Wing ¢ propagate his Impofiare
in that Place, in order to the making of himfelf
Mafter of it. But after a Month’s ftay, having
not been able, with all his Endeavour to gain fo
much as one Profelyre among them, he again retury

- i rory - - ey T .
. (m) For which reafon it bath. been cver fince, even to this Day,
;_alleq Abbas Beladi, i, ¢ the Town of Abbgs, Galii Notz ad A=
raganum, p. 100, ¢ (1) F.lg:agiu, libo tyes, 700
* . O 'ugg
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" The Life'sf MaioMET, 4
ned to Mecza to make the beft of his- Party there,
rnd wait foch farthér Advantages as Time and Qp.

portunity might offer him for the:accomplithing of -

what hedefigned. ‘And now Cadighe, his Wife,
beirig * dead, after fhe had lived Two and twenty
¥ears with him; to ftrengthen himfelf the more;
he took Two other Wives in her ftead, (p) Ayefha,,

the Dauglhiter of Abi Beker ; dnd Sewda; the Daugh- |

"ter of Zama; and a while after e added to them
(9) ‘Haphfa, the Daughter of Onsar; Whereby ma.
king himfelf Son in law to Three of the Principal
Men of his Party, hedid by that Allidnce the more
firmly tie them to-his Intereft. A{:ﬁa was then
€r) but fix Years old, and thereforé he did not bed

her till two Years ‘after, when' fhe’ was full elghit

Yeurs old. ' For it is- ufual 'in thofe hot Countries;
(s)as it is all India over, whichisin the fame Clime
with Arabia, for Women to be ripe for Marriage
- at that Age; and alfo bear Children the Year fol«
Jowing. - R
In 3:@ twelftl Year of his Fféte'nd'ed ‘Miflion, ig
placed the Mefra, tht is, his famous Night-jour-
ney from Mecos'to Ferufultm, and from t ence to
Heaven, of which he tells us in the ¥9¢h Chapter of
his Alcoran. " For. the People ealling on him for Mi.
. Tacles to prove his Mifflon, and he being able to
work none, tofalve the Matter, he-invents this
Story of his Journey to@#ayen 3 Which muft be
dcknowledged to- have Miracle enoughin-if, by all-
thofe who have Faith to believe it.  And yet it be.

(*) Elmacin. Abul Pharaghius, Abul Feda, &c.

(p) Elmacin.ib.  (7) Genrii Notx ad Mufladinum Sadum

g
P. 568, (r) Joannes Andreas, c. 1e. Sionita in Ap{am:

glice #& Geographiam Nubienfem, c. 8. Guadagnol, Tra&. 2. .

§ o Set. 12, (s) Thevenot’s Trayels, Pust 3. lib. 1. ¢, 49,

ll‘lg
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ing believ’d by- all that profefs- the Mabonseran Res
figiov, 35 a main Article of thejr Faith, and as fuch
fet down in all the Books of their Authentick Trap
&;gong, how abfurd foever it be, fince my Defign
is.to give as full an Account as,1 can of this Man’
Tuspafture, it phligath me to yelate it. His Relati~
{mrof itisasfolleweth: - ..~ . -
. 1(t) At Nightas he lay. inhisBed with -his bef}
beloved Wife Ayefe, he heard a knacking at hjs
Door, 'whergon. arifing, he found there she An
abriel, With “{oventy pair, of Wings expandﬁ
om his Sides, :whiter than Snow,and clearer than
‘ryila), and the Beaft Alborgh ftanding by him,
which .they fay is the Beaft on which the Rrophery
fedt to ride, when. they were carried from qne
Plice to. anather,.apont the Execution of any Die
vipe Commaed. : Mahemss defCribes it to-be 3 Beaf}
as white as Milk, and of 3 mixz Nature between
aﬁsfs and 4 Mule, and alfo of 3 Size between hoth,
and of that extraordinary fwiftnefs, that his pa(ﬁn%
rom ane Plage to another, was as quick as that o
ga;:m?ga bifk frol;;n,hcncg di; is ;l}az heL hahch the
ane of Aiberak, that Word figpifying Lightning
W the. rabick Tangue. . As,foqn. as Mebomes ape
s9r-dat the Door; the Angel-Gabriel moft kindly
a.,remg'bun.-:dnsf with g very fweet and pleafin
gxmme -.figut.e him. ig.the Name of Ged, an
tpld: him,that.he was fens to bring bim nnto Ged
Jnto fHequepswhere he thonld fes flxange Myfteries,

)

" (t) Rodericus Toletanus, c. 5. Joannes Andreas, c. 8. Ri-
chardi Confiitio Legis Saracenic. c. 1. & ¢. 7, Cantacuzeni
Quat.: 5. Guadagool, Trad. 2. ¢, 2. Sech, 2. Bclloniug, 1. 3,
;7 ‘Bocharti Hierozoic, Part 2. Lib. 6. t. 13. Liber Agar,
Zamachithari, & Bidewi io Comaescatiis ad ¢. 17,8 ¢ 53y
Alxosani. Forsalis Fid. lib, 4. Confid. 4, Co
iR , *  which
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which were not lawful to be feen: by any othey
Man, and then bid him get-upon the Alborak. Byt
the Beaft, it feems, having long. lain idle from the
time of Chrift till- Makomer-(there having been no
Prophet in all that Interval to employ him) was
grown fo refty and skittifh, that he. would net
. ftand ftill for Adabomet to get up upon him, til) at
* length he was forced to bribe him to it, by promi-
fing bim a Place in Paradife ; whereon having quis
gtly taken him op his Back, the Angel Gapriel lear
ding the way with the Bridle of the Beaft in his
Hand, he carried him from Mewoa. 10 Jerufulem in
the twinkling of .an'Eye. On his coming thither,
gll the Prophets and Saints departed, appeared at
the Gate.of the Temple to falute him, and from
thence attending him into the chief Orarory, defired
hinto. pray for-them, and thew departed, Where
upon Mahemet with the Angel Gabriel going out.of
the. Temple, found: there a Ladder'of Light rendy
fixed for them, 'which. they immediately afcended, .
Jeaving the Aiborak there tied: at a:Rock till' cheir
geturn. - . .
__On their arrival at the Firf. Heavey, the Anged
Gabrisl knocked at the Gate, and having info
the Poiter who he was, and that he hrought M-
. bomet the Friend of God with-him by the Diving

Command, the Gites were immediately - ‘
which he defcribes to be of pfodl%xms largenes.
This firlt Feaven, he tells us, was:allof pure Sitver,
and that he there faw the Stars hanging from it by
Chains of Gold, -each being of the bignefs of Mount -
_ Noho, tiear Mecca. in _Arabiay and that.in thefe
Stars Angels kept watch and ward for the Guard of
fleaven, to keep off’ the Devili from approaching
near it, left they fhould over-hear and know whag
#7as there dons, O his firft entring into this Hee-

A ven,
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ven, he faith hie met an old decrepit Man, and thig
was our firft Father Adem, who immediately em=
briced him, giving God thanks for fo great a Son,
and then recommended himfelf - to his Prayers. As
he entred further, he faw a multitude of Angels of
#ll manner of Shapes ; fome in that of Men, others
in that of Birds, and others in that of Beaftsof all
manner of forts. * And among thofe who appeared
in the feveral Shapes of Birds, he there faw a Cock
of Colour as white as Snow, and of o prodigious 2
bignefs, that his Feet ftanding upon the firft Heq<
#en, his Head resithed up to the fecond, which was
at the diftance of five hundred Years }ourqey from
ft, :according - to the rate as we ufually travel here
ow Earth. . But others among them, -as they relaté
this: Matter from their Prophe#; hyperbolize much
Jighier. concerning it, telling us, that'the Hes of
¢his Coff reacheth up through all the Seven Heavens,
ws far as the Throne of God, which is above feven
dimes higher; and in the Defcription of him, fay,
that his ' Wings:aré all over- deck’d with Carbuncles
and Pearls, and that he extends the one of them to
the'Eaft; and the' other to the Weft, at a diftance
rtionable. tohis heighth. Concerning all
shéic; the Tmpeffor télls us the Angel Gabriel in-
form’d him, .thit they wetre Angels which did from
thence intereede with God for all Living Creatures
o the Eareh.: - That thofe who interceded for Aen,
had: there the Shape of Men ;- that thofe who in-
terceded for Beaffs, the Shape of Beafts ; and thofe
who interceded for Birds, the Shapeof Birds, ac-
cording to their feveral kinds. ~And that as to the
Great Cock, that he was the chief Angel of the
Locks 3 that every Morning Ged finging an holy
Hymn, this Cock -conftantly joined with him in it
by his cyowing, which is fo loud, that all hea{‘ait
o ' - that

.
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that are in Fedven and Earth, except Men and Fai-
ries, and then all the other Cocks.that are in Heqe

ven and Earth crow alfo. . But when the Day of -
lndgmen‘t draws near, then God fhall command -

im to draw in his Wings, and crow fio more;
which fhall be a fign, that that Day is at hand, ta
all that are in Heaven and Eareh, excepting “ttill
Mep and Fairies, who being afore deaf to his crow-
ing, fhall not then be fenfible of his Silence from
it.  And this Cock the AMahometans look on to be in
that great favour with God, that whereas itisa
common faying amorig them, That there are three
Voices which God always hears ; they reckon the -
firft the Voice of him that is conftant in readén
the Alcoran ; the fecond, the Voice of him -that
early every Morniln:g prayeth for the Pardon of his -
- 8ins 3 and the third, the Voice of this Cosk when
he croweth, which they fay is ever moft acceptable
unto him.

All this ftuffof the Cock, Abdollah helped Maho-
met to, out of the Talmmdifts, For it is all bore

rowed from them, with fome little Variation only,
~ to make it look not totally the fame. For in the
Tra& Bava Bathra of the Babylonifh Talmud, we
bave a Story of fuch a pradigious Bird, called ()
Ziz, which ftanding with his Feet apon the Earth,
seacheth up unto the Heavens with his Head, and ‘
with the fpreading of his Wings darkneth the
whale Orb of the Sun, and caufeth a total Ecss e
thereof. This Bird the Chaldee Pdraphroﬁ on the
* Pfalms fays, is a Cock, which he defcribes of the
fame bignefs, and tells us that he crows before the

.
_ () Buxtorfii Lexicon Rabbinicum in voce. | !,
:Pﬁ‘tsco Ve llv&m 8°-'0 T4 .
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Lord.  Aod the Chaldec Pargpbraft-on (i) Fob alfo
tells vsof. him, and of his crowing every Morning
before the ‘Lord, and that God -giveth hin Wifdom
for thisﬁtpofeg What is farther faid of this Bird .
of the Tulmudifts, may be feen' in Buxtorf’s Syne-
4 Fudaica, cap. §o. and in Purchas’s Pilgrimage,
ib. 2. cap. 20. . . o :
. From this Firft Heave, the Impofior tells us, he
- sfcended up into the Second, which was at the di-
ftance of five hindred Years Journey above it, and
this lie makes to be the diftanice of every one of the
Seven Heavens cach above the other. Here the
Gates being opened unto him, as in the Firft Hed-
v, at his entrance he met Noab, who rejoicing
uch at the fight of him, recommerided himfelf to
his Prayets. - In this. Heaven, which was all made
of pure Gold, -the Impoftor tells us he faw twice as
many Angels as in the former, and among them one
of a prodigious greatnefs. For his Feet being pla
;e‘c,l ? this Setond Heaven, his Head reached to the
nra. * . 3
 From this Stcohd Heaven hie afcended up into the
Third, which was made of Preciows Stomes ; where
at the Entrance he et Abrabam, who alfo recoms
mended himfelf to his Piayers. And there he faw
a vaft many more Angels than in the former Hea-
vpw, and among them another great one of fo pro-
digious a fize, that the diftance between his two
Eyes was . a¢ much as Seventy thoufand Days Jour«
ney, according to our tate of travelling here on
Earth. But bere AMabomet was out in his AMathe-
masicks § for . the “diftance betwéen a Man’s Eyes
being in proportion to his heighth but as one to fe=
. - e

(z) Ad up; 3. V. 7. & ad capi 3'8- V. 36 8¢ ad capi 39. V. 18
.o venty
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veiity two, according to this rate, the heighth of
this Angel muft have beén near fourteen thoufand
Years Journey, which is four times as much as thé
heighth of all his Seven Fleavens together, and theres
fore it is impoffible fuch as Angel dould ever ftand
within any one of them. - But notwithftanding
shis, here he placeth hitm, and in his defcription of
him, tells us, that he had before him & large Tabley
in which he was. continually writing in, and blaté
ting out; and that having asked the Angel Gabrivd
of him, he was informed by him that this was sks
Angel of Death, who continually writes into the Tas
ble, which he had before him, the Names of all thas
are to be born, and there computes the Days of
their Life, and as he finds they have compleated
the number affigned them, again blots them out,
and that whoevet hath his Name thus blotted out
by him, immediately dies.
. From hence he afcended up into the Fourth Hess
ven, which was all of Emerald 3 where at the Bga
trance he met Fofeph the Sm of Facob, who recom -
mended himfelf to his Prayers. And in this Feas
von he after faw a vaftly Jarger number of Angelt
than in the former, and among them another great
Angel, as high as from this Fourth Heaven to the
Fiftgh, who..was continually weeping, and making
great lamentation #nd mourhing 4 -and this, the
Angel Gabriel Yold him, was for the Sins of Men
and the deftrultion-whichi they'did thereby bring
opon themfelves. - - R R "
- ‘From hence he afcendedmp into the Fifth Heaven}
‘which wds fitade of Adaemant, whére he found Mo
[fas, who recominended himfelf to his Prayers ; and

there alfo he faw a much greater number of Angels
fhan in the former Hemr%- : d

~N
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48 The Life of MifiomET.,
- . From hence he afcended vp into the Sixth Fews
- wew, which was all- of Carbuncle, where he found
Sobm the Baptift, who recommended himfelf to his .
Prayers. And. here he alfo faw-the bumber of - A
4els much increafed beyond what he had feeh in any
of the former Heavens. . : )
. From bénce he afcended up into the Stventh Heaa
wén, which was all made of Divine Light, and here
he found Fefus Chrift ; where it is to be obferved he
alters his Stile, For he faith not, that Fefus Chrif
secommended himfelf to his Prayers, but that he
récommended himfelf to Fefws Chrift, defiring him
g0 pray for him ; whereby he acknowledgeth him
certainly to be the greater.. But it was ﬁis ufage
tbrough the whole Scene of his Jmpofture; thus to
flatter the Ghriftians on all Occafions. Here he faith
he found a much_ greater number of Angels than
in all the other Heavens befides, and among them
one Extraordinary Angel having feventy thoufand
Heads, and in every. Head feventy thoufand -
Tongues, and every Tongue uttering feventy. -
thoufand diftin& Voices at the fame: time, with:
which he continued Day and Night inceflantly
raifing God. , - , )
. The A”‘%fl Gabriel having brought him thus far,
told him, That it was nof permited him ta go any
farther, and ‘therefore direGted him to afcend u
she xeft of the way'to the Thront-of God by himfelE
which he faith he performed with great difficulty,.
fling through Waters and Snow, and many other,
%ach difficult Paffages, tijl he came_where he h¢a
a Voice faying unto him, O Mahomet, . [alute thy
Creator ; from whence aftending higher, he came
into a place, where he faw a vaft Extenfion of
Light of that exceeding Brightnefs, that his Eyes
could not bear it, and this was the Habitation of
the Almighty, where his Throne was placed , on tlll‘d
a 7 righ$
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vight fide of which, he fays, God’s Name arid hig
‘own were written in thefe' Arabic Words, La ellah
tlallah Mohdmméd réful ollab, i, e. there iy no God;
but God, and Mahomet is bis Prophes. Which is the
Creed of the Mabometans; which Words hLe alfo
fays, he found written tpon all the Gatés of
the Seven Heavens, which he paffed thtongh. Be=
ing approached to the Preéfence bé God, as (y) neat
as within two Bow-fhots, he tells tts he faw him fit=
ting on his Throne, with a covering of feventy thou
fand Vails before his Face ; That on his drawin
thus near, in ﬁén of his Bavour, he put forth his
Hand, and laid it wpon hih, which'was of tha¢
- exceeding Coldnefs, that it pierced to the very -
Marrow of his Back, and he could not bear its.
That after this, God entring into avery familiat
Converfe with him, revealed unto him a great -
many bidden Myfteries, made him underftand the
whole of bis Law, and gave him many, things in
.charge conceraing his inftru&ting Men in the kniowa
ledge of it; and in conclufion, beftowed on hitr
feveral Privileges above the relt of Mankind. As
 that he fhould be the perfecteft of all Creatures y thag
at the Day of Fudgment he fhould be honoured diid.
advanced above all the reft of AMankind; that he
fhonld be the Redeemer of all that believe in himj
that he fhould have the knowledge of all Langudges
and laftly, that the Spoils of all whom he fhoul
conquer in"War, fhould belong to him alone: And
then returning, he found the Angel Gabriel tarrying
for him ih the place where he left hini ; who cona
du@ing him back again thyough all the Sives Fes~
tens the fame way that he brought him, did fe¢

aaillf

(7)) Aleoran, c $34
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him again upon the Alborack, which he left tied at
Ferufalem 3 and then taking the Bridle in his Hand,
condu@ed him back to Aecca in the fame manner.
as he brought him thence, and all this within the
fpace of the tenth part of one Night.

- On his relating this Extrevagant Fiétion to the
People the next Morning after he pretended the
thing happen’d, it was reccived by them as it des
ferved, with a general boot; (a)fome laughed at
“the ridiculouﬁ\e{% of the Story, and others -taking
indignation at it, cryed oyt fhame. upon him for
telling them fuch an abominable Lye, and by way of
reproach, bid him afcend up to Heaven by daylight
. there immediately before them all, that they

might fee it with their Eyes, and then they.would
believe him. And even of his Difciples, a great
many were {0 afhdmed. of him for this Story, that
g_b) they left him thereonj and more would have
ollowed their Example, but, that (c) Abu Beker
came in toiput a {top to the defedtion, by vouching
the truth of all that Aabomet had related, and pro-.
fefled his firm belief to the whole of it ; for which .
reafon.he had, ever after ‘the Title-(d) of - Affedick,
that is, the Szgi, becaufe of “the extraordinary Me-
rit of his Faith in this particular. Arnd whoever
becomes a Mabometap, muft have the fame Faith
alfo; thisStory being as firmly belicved by all of
that Religion, as any thing in the Gofpel is by us
. Chriftians»  Only there has been this Queftion mo-

. (a) Cansacuzen. Orat. 4. Richardi Confutatip Legis Sara« -
cenicx, ¢. 14. Hote, Hift. Orient. lib. 2.¢. §. (2) Joannes .

_ Andreas, c. 8. Hott. ib. Friar Richard, «nd Cantacuzenus fay,

they weve a tboufand-sbar left-bim om this occafion, - fc) Heter.
Hift, Orient. lib. 2. ¢. 6. (d) Elmacin, lib. 1, ¢. 2. dicie

eam fic vocatum effe propter verificationem Mefra.
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ved among them, whether it (¢) were only a Vaﬁag
of<he Night,.or a4 real Fourney. . Thofe that woul
Ive-the abfurdity of it, would bave it oply bea
ifion, and that moft of the, particulars of it are to
be refolved into Figure and Allegory; but the ma-
Jor Vote hath carried it fora_real Journey ; and to
this Senfe it being now pian’d down, there.is no
oue among them that dares in the leaft to donbt
thereof., T o
. ~The Impofture was never in greater danger of be-- .
Ing totally blafted, than by this ridicilosls Fable,fiich &
ftumbling-block did it lay even befote thofe of hig
ow Party, ard . therefore he needed to interpofe
the utmoft of his Art to fipport the Credit of it}
Tor which purpofe he rot only got his Friend Abu
Beker to be a Woucher to it 5 but alfo brings in God
himfelf in two places of his Alcoran .bearigg Wit
Hiefs thereto, that is, in the Chapter of ¢he Children
Of Ifrael, and inthe Chapter of the St4r 5 in the laft
of which he makes God to fwear by the Star td the
truth of it; that AMabomir related nothing in this
Story, bt what he had feen ; that he was admits
" ted to approach him in the higheft Heavens, with-
in the length of two Bow-fhots 5 and had feen the
. great Wonders of the Lord, and liad many, hidden
fyfteries there revealed unto him 3 and that theres
ore Men ought rot todifpute any more againft
,h'mécogcernin it. is foevet the Stofy maf dppéat:
nt how ridicujous foever the Stoty may dppeat;
-Mabioniet had his Il)cﬁgn therein; beyond bgg',el;etilﬁ
ling fuch a miraculoss Adventure of himfelf to the
People. Hitherto He liad only, given them the Al-
toran, viliich was his written Law, and had owned

ée) vl-fo’:éin‘g'e’ri'l-!‘iﬁ. Orient. liba 6 o
~ Bi. himfe
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‘himf%lf no farther than barely the Meffenger of God
to deliver it unto them, telling them that it was
‘brought to him by the Angel Gabriel ; and that as
he received it, o he publi[ﬁed it unto them, with-
‘out offering at any Comment, Explication, or'ad-
ditional Interpretation of hisown concerning it
and therefore when gravelled with any objection
from his Adverfaries againft it (as he often was
while at Mecca, where he was continuall{ teazed
and perplexed with fome or other of them) his
ufualrefuge was in this Saying, That the Alcoran
was (*) God’s Book, and that He only could explain
the meaning of it; and it was Wifdom in him at
firft not to affume any firther. But now.learning
-from his Friénd Abdollab, that the Fgws befides the
‘written Law di®ated by God himfelf, had alfo ano-
‘ther Law called the Oral Law, and given with it
(as they pretend) to AMofes himfelf while in_the
Mount, and from him delivered to the Elders of the
‘People, and from them down to after Ages by Oral
“Tradition 3 and underftandiog alfo that this Law
"was in as great Authority with them, as the other,
and that it had its whole Foundation in the Say-
ings and Dictates which were pretended to be from,
Mofes, and preferved by the Memories of thofe
'who converfed with him{ he had a defire for the
future to advance his Authority to the fame pitch,
and make all his Sayings and Di&ates go for Oracles
among his' Mufflemans, as well as thofe which were
pretended to be from Mofes, did among the Fews.
And for this end chiefly was it that Lie intended

- this Story of his Journey to Heaven. For could

," -~ (*) Alcoran, c 3. &c. Richardi Confutatio, c. 17, Canta-
" cuzeni Orat. 1. fedk. 3. & 5+ Ecchelenfis Eutych, vindicat.
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he once make it believed among his Followers, that
he hiad there fuch a Coaverfe with God as Mofes had
with him in the Mount, and was there fully inftru-
&ed by him in the knowledge of all Divine Truths,
as this- Story pretends he was, he thought he.
fhould therein have a I";lfﬁciehntbFound{z;tiolx:e to build
this pretence upon, and might by a juft confgquence
frompit, claim {)l?e whole which he aimed atc:l 5 and
he was not miftaken herein. For how ridiculous
foever the thing .at firft appeared, yet in the re-
fult he carried ﬁis Point, and obtained all that by
the Proje&, which he propefed to himfelf from it.
" For the whole of it at length going down with .
thofe who had fwallowed the reft of his Impofure,
from that time all his Sayings became looked on as
Sacred Truths brought down from Heaven, and
every word which at any time drop’d from o en-
lightned a Perfon (as this Story fuppofeth him to
- be) as well as every A&ion which he did, any way
relating to his Religion, were all carefully obferved
by them; which being after his death all ( £) col-
leted together from the Memoirs of thofe who
converfed with him, make up thofe Volumes of
Traditions from him, which they call’ the Sommab,
which are with the Mabhometans the fame in refpe&
of the Alcoran, that the Oral Law among the Fews
is in refpe@ of thé Written. And as among the'
Fews there are many Books,' in which this Oral Law
is recited, explained and digefted under feveral-
Heads .and Chapters by many different Authors
among their Rabbies, who have employed their

() Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 298, & 299. Joannes
Andreas, ¢, 3. Bellonius, lib. 3. c. 4. Hotsingeri Bibliotheca
_ Orientalis, ¢, 2. Ecchelenfis Eutych. vindicat. ¢, 27, Gengil

Noi# ad Mufladinum Sadum, p. 378, .
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_Pains and Studies in this matter ; {o alfo are there
the like number of Books among the Afubometang
concerning their Somab, (g)in which all the Say-
ings and Doings of Mdbomet, relating to his Reli-
ion, as al{o the Conftitutions of the Seniors, (that
'1s, of the firft Caliphs that fucceeded him, efpecial-
1y the fowr firft) concérning the fame, are collected,’
explained, and digefted under feveral Heads of
gommon Places, by the Compilers of them, which
Books make up the fum of their Theology, as well
Speculative as Pradtjcal ; and in them indeed is
contained the whole of their Religion, as now prac-
tifed among them. And therefore fo much of thé
]mpoélez‘:re which I now undertake to give an accoung
of, being in thefe Traditions, and they all founded
upon this Fourney of Mahomet to Heaven, where he-
pretended to have been inftrufted in them by God
Himfelf; this fufficiently juftifieth my being thus
long in relating his fabulous Story of it. ‘

" But how fabulous and abfurd foever this Story
be, the Socinians, who have in f5 many things co-
pied after this Impoflor, have not ftuck to borrow
, this alio from him. "For the many Fexts of Scrip-

ture which tell us of gur Saviour’s coming to us
from the’ Heavens above, manifeftly proving hig
Bxiftence there in His Divinity, before the: afli.
rhing of his Fumanity here on Earth (which they
imf{)iouﬂy deny), to folve the matter, they have b
juft fach another Story as this of Makomer, carrie
him to Heaven, a little’ hefore -the taking of his
Miniftry upon him, there to be inftrudted by God:
himfif in the-Dolvines—which-he-was to-teechs -
and refer all that is faid in Holy Scripture of his

oY 2l

" 8) Ebjiol Athir, Ebnol Kabai, Pocock ib.
S o ' coming
o
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coming from Heaven, to this his Journey thither
of their own feigning. Which fhews how mifera-
ble a thift they are reduced to, for the fupport of
that Impiety which they aflert. For take but this.
from ‘tihcm, and it moft all peceffarily fall to the

round. . - ’ \
& After his publithing this Fition, and the revolt
of fo many of his Difciples, as happend thereon,
his Adverfaries grew in ftrength fo faft upon him,
that he could no longer proted thofe who adhered
to him, as he had hitherto done; but fome of
them, to the number of about an hundred Perfons,
having. made themfelves more than ordinary ob-
noxious to the Government, by “fome practices
agaiaft it, (b) were forced to fly from Aecca to
Nagafh King of Ethiopia, where Mahomet’s Let-

ters, which they catried with them, obtained their
- prote&ion, though the Men of Mecca fent two of
their principal Cisikens aftér them in an Embaffy to
that King, to demand them to be delivered unto
them. And AMabomet, with' the reft that tarried
behind, found it very difficult for them to fubfift
~ any longer there. For after the departureof fo '

many of his faithfulleft Adherents into rhis Exile,
this farther diminution of his Number, made him
ftill lefs able to withftand thefe Infults which his
Adverfaries were continoally on all occafions ma-
king upon him. But what he loft at Aecca, he got
at Medina, then called Yathreb (5) a City lying at
the Northern End of Hagiuz, two hundred and fe-
venty Miles diftant fram Mecca, which being in-

(b) Abut Feda. Ebnol Athir, Kamus, Pacockii Spec. Hift,
Arab. p. 172, Ecchelenfis Eutych. Vindicat. c. 27. Golii No-
tx ad Alfraganum, p. 53. ‘gi) Geographia Nubienfis Clim.
3. Part 3, Golii Nogx ad Alfraganum, p. 93,
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habited, (k) the one part by Fews, and the other
rt by Heretical Chriftians, it feems thefe two dife
erent Parties not well agreeing in the fame City,
the Faftions and Feuds that arofe between them,
drove one of the Parties to Mahomet ; and on the
Thirteenth Year (1) of his pretended Miffion, therg
came to him from thence Seventy three Men, and
two Women, who embraced his Impoffure, and
fwore Fealty unto him, whereon he chofe Twelve
out of them, whom he retained a-while with him
At Mecca to inftruét them in his New Religion, and
then fent them back again to Yatbreb, to be as his
TJwelve Apofties, there to prOﬁagafe itin that Town 3
in which they laboured with that Succefs, that in
‘a fhort time they drew over a great Party of the
Inhabitants to embrace the Zmpoflure ; of which
Mahomer Teceiving an account, refolved to retire
thither, as finding Aeccs4 now grown too hot for
him. For the chief Men of the City, finding that
Mabomer’s indefatigable Induftry and Cunning ftill
kept up his Party, do what they could.to fupprefs
it, refolved without farther delay to ftrike at the
Root, and. prevent the farther fpreading of the
Mifchief () by cutting off him that was the chief
Author of it, Of which he having received full
and early Intelligence, and finding no other way
to avoid the Blow but to fly from it, ordered all
his Party, whom he could prevail with to accom-
pany him' in his Banithment (u), fecretly in the .

To—— —p—p—— - -

() Shareftani Difputatio Chriftiani, ¢. 4. Joannes An-
dreas, . 1. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 137. (1) El-
magcjn, lib. 1. ¢c. 1. (m) Alcoran, ¢. 8. Joannes Andreas,
¢. 1. . Bidawi Comment. ad Alcorani ¢. 8, Abunazar. Hoo-
tiugeri Hiftoria Orientalis, lib. 2. c. 5. (n) Elmacin,
dby Abul Pharaghius, Abpl Fedg, e,

Evening
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‘Bvening to withdraw out eof the City, and retire .

to Tathreb. And when he had feen them gll gone,
he and (o) Abu Beker followed after, leaving only
Ali behind, who having fet in order fome Affairs
that detained him, came to them on the third day
after. As foon as his Flight was publickly known,
Parties were fent out to purfue after him, and he
difficultly efcaped them (p) by hiding himfelf for
fome time in a Cave, till the heat of the purfuit was
over. '
On the (4) 12th Day of the Month, which.the
Arabs call the former Rabia, that is on the 24th of
our September, he came to Yathreb, and was there
received with great Acclamations by the Party
which called him thither. But whether this Party
were of the Fews, or the Chriffians, 1find not faid
inany Author ; only if we may conje&ure from
the great kindnefs which at this time he expreflfed
towards the Chriffians, and the implacable hatred
which he ever after bore the Fews, it will from
hence appear, that the former were the Friends
that invited him thither, and the latter the oppo-
fite Party that were Enemies unto him. And
what he faith of each of them in the fifth Chapter
of his Alcoran, which was one of the firft which he
publifhed after his coming to Tathreb, may feem
fully to clear the Matter. For his Words there
are, Thou fhalt find the Jews to be very great Enemies
to ¢he true Belicvers 3 and the Chriftians o haye greas

Tnclination and _Amsty towards them, for they “have

(o) Elmacin, ib. Clenardi Epift. lib. 1. p. s2.  (p) Alco-
_Tan, ¢, 9. Bidawi in Comment. ad illud Caput, & ad cap. 16.

Hottiogeri Hift. Orignt, lib. 2, <. 5. (¢) Elmacin. lib,
1, €. 1. Qolii Notz ad Alfraganum, p. 15. Ahmed Ebn ¥u-
feg};, Pocacks Spec, Hift. Agatf. P 174 _ .
- Pricfts
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Priefts and Religioms that arc bumble, who have Eysi
full, of Tears-when they hear mention 2{ the Dotlrine
which God bath infpired into thee, becaufe of their
kuowledge of the Truth, andfay, Lord we belicve in thy
Law, write s in_the number of them who profefs thy
Unity.  Who [hall binder us from believing in God, and
she Truth wherein we bave veen infirulted ? We defire
with Paffion, O Lord, to be in the number of she 3’:{
By this we may fee what a deplorable Decay the
~ many Divifions and Diftra&tions which then reign-
ed. in the Eaffern Church, had there brought the

Chriftian Religion into, when its Profeflors could fo .

, eafily defert it, for that grofs Impoffure which an
Jlliserate Barbarian propofed unto them. And in-
deed it is no ftrange thing for Men, when once
they have deferted the Orthodox Profeffion of the
Chriftian Faith, to fiee from one Error to another,
tili at Iength, by feveral Changes in Religiop, they
change the whole of it away, and give themfelves

up to total Impiety. For we fee it daily pradifed -

among us. . . .
OngMalmmt’s firft coming to (r) Yashreb, he
Jodged in the Houfe of Ghatid Abu Fob, one of the
chief Men of the Party that calied him thither, till
he had built himfelf an Houfe of his own, which
be immediately fet about, and adjoining thereto
alfo erected a Mofque at the fame time for the exer-
cife of his new-invented Religion ; and it is recorded
as an Inftance of his Injuftice, that he (s) violently
difpoflefled certain poor Orphaws, the Children of
an Inferior Attificer a little before deceafed, of the

Ground on which it ftood, and fo founded this

-+ {r) Blmacin, lib. 1. c. 1. Abul Feda, &, (s) Difpu-
weio Chriftiani, ¢, 4. :
fief}
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firft Fabrick for his Worfhip, with the like wick+
. ednefs as he did his Religion. And having thus fet-
tled himfelf in this Town, he continued there ever
after, to the time of his Death. For which reafon
jt thenceforth lofing the Name of Tarhreb, became
called (t) Medinatdl nabi, i. e. The City of the Prm
. and fimply AMedina, by which Name it hath
ever fince called, even unto this Day.
- From this flight of Mabomet, the (x) Hegira;
which is the «£rs of the Mahometans, begins its
Computation. - It was firft appointed by Omar the
Third Emperor of the Saracens, on this (») occifion.
Ther¢ happened a Conteft before him abont a
Debt of Money : The Creditor had from his Debror
a Bill, wherein he acknowledged the Debt, and
obliged himfef to payiton fucha Day of fuch 2
Month. The Day and the Month being pafe'd,
the Creditor fues his Debtor before Omar g: the -
Money. . The Debror acknowledged the Debt, but
denied the Day of Payment to b¢ yet come, ale
ledging the Monthin the Bill mentioned, to be
that Month in the Year next enfuing; but the
Creditor contended that it was that Month in the
Year Iaft paft; and for want of a Date to the Bill,
it being impod}bie to decide this-Controverfy,Omar
called his Coancil rogether, to confider of a Method
how to prevent this Difficulty for the future ;where
jt was decreed, That all Bills and other Inftru.
ments fhould ever after have inferted into them

(t) Geegraphia Nubienfis Clim. 2. part s, Appen. ad eans
dem cap. 8. Golji Notz ad Alfraganum, p. 98. Abul Feds,
Alkamus, &, (n) Alfraganus cap. 1, -Golii Note ad
eundem, p. 53. Elmacin. lib. c. 1. & ¢. 3. Eutychius. Abul
Pharaghius, ibul Feda, &c. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p,
‘1‘72, 173 (w) Ecchelenfis Hift. Arab. Part 5. ¢. 10,

the
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the:Date both of the Day of the Month, and alfo
of the Year, in which they were figned. And as
to the Year, he having confulted with Harmuzan,
a Learned Perfiarn then -with him, by his -Advice
ordained all Computations to be made for the fu-
ture from the Flight of Aahomet from Mecca to
Medina. And for this reafon this e£ra was called

- the Hegira, which in the Arabick Lan{utge'ﬁgniﬁ-

etha Flight. It takes its beginning from the fix-
teenth Day of Fuly, in the Year of our Lord Six:
hondred twenty and two. And ever fince this De-
cree of Omar (which happen’d in the eighteenth
Year of it) it hath conftantly been uvfed among the

. Mabometans, in the fame maunner as the Computa-

tion from the Incarnation of our Lord Chrift is with
ws.Chriftians, The Day that Mahomes left Mecca,
was on (x) the firt of the Former Rabia, and he

~.came to Medina on the (y) twelfth of the fame
Month. But the Flegira begins two Months be-

fore, from the firlk of Mobarram. For that being
the firft Month of the Arabian Year, Omar would
make no Alterationas to that, but anticipated the
Computation fifty nine Days, that he might begin
his o £rafrom the beginning of that Year in which
this Flight of the Impoftor happened, which. gave
Name thereto. Till the appointing of this era,
it was ufual with the drabisns to compute from the
Jat, great War they were engagd in. And. ag
Mecca the ¢£ra of the Ele{hqm, and the ¢Ars of
the Impiows War, being thofe which they computed
byall ‘the Time of Mahomer, 1 fhall give an Ac-
coungof them. - ' '

i (z) ‘Golij Not2 ad Alfugaaum, P 5% 66 ‘5;;/. (7)El -
macing lib. 1,601, o |
. The
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The e £ra of the Elephant had its Beginning from
(z) a War which the Inhabitants of Mecca . had
with the Ethiopians. - It happened in that very Year
in which Mahomet was born, on this Occafion,
"About fifty Years before the Time of Mahomet,
‘there reigned over the Homerites, an ancient Nation
of the Arabs, lying to the South of Mecca, a certaig
King called («) Dz Nawas, who having embraced
.the Fewifh Rebigion; perfecuted the C’hriji'an, which
had been planted there for at leaft three hundred
Years before, and did the utmoft he was able to

. . extirpate it out of his Domsimions. For which pur=

pofe he made him adeep Ditch or’ Furnace' in the
- ‘Earth, and after having heated it with Fire, caus
fed all thofe of the Chriffian Religion to be thrown
‘thereinto, who would not renounce their Faith,
. ahd ‘torn to Fudaifm. During which Perfection
‘the(b) Arabian Writers tell a very memorable Stoe
'ty of a Chriftian Woman, who being brought to the.
‘Furnace with a Son of hers very young, whom fhe
‘carried in her Arms, was at the fight of the Fire fo
affrighted, fhe drew back, as if the would rather
chufe to comply with the Perfecutors, and renounce
‘het Faith, than thus petifh for it; at which the
Child cried out, Fear not, Mother, to dye for your
“Religion, for then after this Fire you fhall never feel any
wther. - Whereon the Mother being again encou-
'ra"g;ed, went on and compleated her ﬁlartyrdom'.
This Perfecution drove feveral of the' Fomerite Chri=
ftians to fly into Erhiopia for fafety ; where making
their Complaints to the King, who was a Chriftiaz,

(z) Al Xodai, Golii Notz ad Alﬁ"aganum, P 34 Pocod
kii Spec. Hift. Arab, p. 173, & 174, (%) Abul Fedi,
- Al Mafudi, Ecchelenfis Hift. Arab. part 1. ¢. 10. Pocock, »
Spec, Hifk. Arab. p.62,  (#) Al Mafudi Ecchelenfis, ib.’ f
¢’ . . , : o




&2 The Life of Manomer.
of the cruel Perfecution of Du-Nawas againft theni;
prevailed with bim to fend A4ryae his Uncle witli
‘4n Army of Seventy Thoufand Men for their Re-
lief: (¢) who having overthrown Dx Newws in
Battle, purfued him fo hard that he forced him igz
to'.the Sea, where he perifhed. . Whereon the
Kingdoms of the Homerites fell into the Hands of the
Ethiopians, and Aryas governed it twenty Years.
After him fiicceeded dbrabam Al Afbrqm, who hae.
ving built a famous (d) Church at Sanas, the chief
City of the Homerites, abundance of Arabidns res
forted thither to the Chriftian Worfhip, fo that the
Temple of Mecca began to be neglected;.and the
Heathen Worfbip there, hitherto performed with fo

reat Concourfe from all Parts of - Arabis,. to grow
nto decay : At which the Men of Acca were.ex-,
c,eedix‘i%ly difturbed. For they kad the chief of
their fapport from the great refory of Pilgrims-whe
tame thither every Year from all Parts of Arehig
to vizb'rmiF their Heathen Deities,. and perform their
annual folemn Ceremonies unto them. And there;
fore t6 exprefs their Indignation againdt this Churchy
which {0 much threatened their maja Intereft-with
total Ruin, fomeof them went to.Sngea, and get

ting privately into the Church, did. in a moft.cony

tumelious manner defile itall over with their Ex-
crements. At Which Abrabam was fo. incenfed,
that to revenge the Affront, he fwore the Deftfu~
&ion of the Temple of Mecca : And accordingly to

cffect it; marched thither with a great Army, and .

pae eewagm v e oy 2 re . b

L o

(¢) Al Jannabi, Ahmed Ebn Yufef, Ecchelenfis Hift. Arab,
part.2. c. 1. Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 63/ (4) Abul
Feda, Al Jannabi, Ahmed Ebn Yufef, Zamachfhari, Bidawi,

Jallalani in Commentariis ad ,cap. 105. Alcoranis Pococ.’

$pec. Hiff. Argh. p. 64. Golii Not& ad Alfraganam; p. 5&
betieged

-
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befieged the City. . But not being able to compafs
his End, (I fuppofe for want of Provifion for his

" mumerous Forces in fo defart and barren a Country

be was forced to march back again with Lofs a

Difgrace.; and becanfe he had feveral Elephants in
his Army, for that Reafon this was called, The War
of the Elephant 3 and the £ra by which they rec.

" koned from it, The e/fira of the Elgghan. And to

this War it is that the 1ogth Chapter of the 4ico.
ran, called the Chapter of the Elepbant, doth relate 3

. where Mabomet tells us, How the Lord treated thews

sthat came moumed spen Elepbants to ruin the Temple of
Mecca, and thas he defeased their treacherons Defign,
and [ent againft them greas Armies of Birds, winch
threw dewn Stones upom thesr Heads, and mads them
like Corn in the Fisld, which is deftroyed dnd trodden
down by the Beafts. Where (¢) the Commentators of
the Acoran tell us, That to preferve the Temple of
Meces. from the intended Deftru&ion, God fent
:?inﬂ: the Ethiopians great Armies of Birds, each
which carried three Stones, the one in the
Mouth, and the other two in the two Feet, which
.they threw down upon their Heads; -and that
thofe Stones, although not much bigger than Peafe;
were yet of that weight, that falling upon the Hel-
met, they pierced that and the Man through ; and.
that on each of them was written the Name o
him-that was to be flain by it ; and that the Army
of the Ethiopians being thus deftroyed, the Temple
of Mecca was faved. For Mahomet having refolved
to continue that Temple in- its former Reputation,
and make it the chiet place of his new invented Wor-
fhip, as it had been before of the Heathen, coined

() Zamachshari; Bidawi, Jallalani, &e. Y
. . . - this
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this Miracle among many others, on porpofe to
ain it the greater Veneration in the Minds of his
se]uded Followers, although there might be feve«
ral then alive, who were able to give him the Lie
thereto, it being but fifty. four Years before: the
beginnipg of the Hegira, that this.War happened.
For it was the very Year (f) in which Mabomser
was born, ' Buit. perchance this Chapter came not
forth in publick, . till Othman’s Bdition of the .Alcos
®an, which was many Years after, whenall might
be dead that could remember any thing of this
War, and the Fable thereby out of danger of be-
ing contradi¢ted by any of thoft who' knew the
contrary. . - '
* The ora of the Impiows War began from the
twentieth Year of the «£rs of the Elepbant, and.
had its Name from a terrible War, which was
then waged between (g) the Korafhites and Kaifuilae
* mites, in which Mahome: firft (b) entred the Schaol
of War under his Uncle 4buz Taleb, being them
twenty Years old. It was €alled the Impions War,
becaufe it proceeded to that heat and fury, that
they carried it on even in thofe Months, when it
was reckon’d impious among them to wage War.
For it was (i) an ancient Conftitution through alk
Arabia, to hold four Months of the Year facred,
in which ali Warwas to ceafe : And thefewere the
Months of Moharram; Rajeb, Dulkasds, and Dul-

() Golii Note ad Alfraganum, p. s4. Pooockii Spec.
Hift. Arab. p. 4. (g) Pocockii Spec. Hift, Arab,
P 174. Golii Note ad Alfraganum, p. 54.  (b) .Al Koafn,,
Al Kamus, &c. Pocockii Spec, Hify. Arab. p. 174. int Marg.m‘
(i) Al Jauhari. Al Shareftani, Al Kamus, Cazyfml, Golius
in Notis ad Alfraganum, p. 4, 5, & 9. Pacockii Spec. Hift,

Arab, p, 174, & 176 .
rab. p. 174, & 17 g
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baga ; The Firft, the Seventh, the Bleventh, and
the Twelfth of the Year, in which it was
obferved with the greateft Religion among all
their Tribes, to ufe no ‘A& of Hoftility againft
each other; but with how great Fury foever
‘one Tribe tight be engaged againft another (as

‘'was ufual among them) as foon as any of thofe '

Sacred Months began, they all immediately defiftéd,
and taking off the heads from their Spears, and
laying afide all other Weapons of War, had intet-
courfe, and intermingled together, asif there hal
been peérfect Peace and Friendfhip between them,
without any Fear of each other ; fo that if a Man
. fhotld meet on thofe Months him that had flain his
Father, or his Brother, he durft not meddle with
him, 'how violent foever his Hatred or Revenge
‘might prompt him toit. And this was conftantly
‘obferved among all the ancient Anabs, till broken
. in this War, which from hence was called the In-
~pions War. . And’ in - this Impiows War (k) Mahomet
‘having firft taken Arms, gave a Prefage thereb

to what impious- purpofe he would ufe them all his .

Life after. .

But the Hegira being that, which all of the Aa-
Yoreran Religion have, ever fince the Conftitution
"of Omar, tomputed by ; the Subjeét Matter of the
-Hiftery which I now write, obligeth me henceforth

to make ufe of this £r4 through the remaining-

partof it. But becaufc it computeth by Lunary
Jears only, and not by Solary, itis requifite that T
here inform the Reader of the nature of thofe
Years, and the manner how the Hegira computeth

\

P 174,

R by

(%) AlXodai, Al Kamus, Pocockii Sgccim.'HiR. Ardb.
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by them. Anciently the Arabs, although (1) they
always ufed Lunary Years, yet by intercalating Se-
ven Months in Nineteen Years, in the mgnner as
do the Fews, reduced them to Solary Years; and con-
fequently had their Months always fixed to the
fame Seafon of the Year. - But this growing out-of
ufe about the Time of Mabomet, their Year hath
ever fince been ftrily Lunary, confifting only of
Three hundred fifty four Days, eight Hours, and
"Forty eight Minutes, (m). which odd Eours and
Minutes in thirty Years making Bleyven Days. ex-
actly, they do intercalate a Day on the 2d, 5th;
7th, 10th, 13th, 15th, 18th, 21ft, 24th, 26th,
and 29th, Years of this Period. So that their Year,
in.thofe Years of this Period, confifts of Fhree bun-
. .dred fifty five Days, by reafon of the intercalated
Day, which they then add- to the laft Month of the

"Year. And this Year all that profefs the Mahome- -

tan Religion have ever made ¥fe of ; and there is a
Paflage in the  Alcoran (n) whereby they are con-
fined to it. For the Impoftor there calls it an Im-
picty to prolong the Tear, that is, by adding gn Inter-
calary Month thereto. So that according to this
Account, the Mabometan Tear falling cleven Days
dhort of  the Solary ; it hence comes to pafs, that
the beginning of the Year.of the Hegira is unfixed
and ambulatory (the next Year always beginning

eleven Days fooner than the former) and therefore

fometimes it happens in Summer, fometimes in
Spring, fometimes in Winter, and. fometimes in

‘Aptumn; and in thirty three Years compafs

preu

(1) Al Jauhari, Ebnol Athir, Pocockii Specim, Hift. Arab,
T pe177. (m) Golii Notx ad Alfraganum, p. 11, Scaliger
-de Emendatione temporum, lib, 2, cap. d¢ Anno Hegirs.
‘() Alcoran, ¢ 9. )
gocs
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foes through all the different Seafons of the Year,
and comes about again fo the fame time of the So«
dary Tear, although not exadly to the fame Day:
Which being like to create fome Confufion to
us who are ufed to the Solary Tear; to prevent
this, after the Year of the Hegira, 1 add the
Day of the Month in the Year of our Lord in
which it begins. ‘The Months ‘of the Arab Year
are as follow § 1. Mobarram. 3, Saphar. 3. The
_grmz,r Rabia. 4. ‘The lasrer Rabia. ;. The formey
“fomada. 6. The later Jomada. 7. Rajeb. 8. Sha~
bam 9. Remadan. 10. Shawall. 11. Dulkaada.
12. Dulbagha. The firft hath thirty Days, and
the fecond twenty nine, and {o alternatively to
the end of the Year ; only in the intercalary Yeats,
. Dulbagha hath thirty Days, becaufe of the Day
added ; but in all other Years only twenty nine.
. Butbefides this eAra, the Mahometans in Perfia
have another, which they reckon by in all Civil
Matters, called the o£74 of Yazdejerd. 1t computes
by Solary Tears of Three hundred fixty five Days$
without any Intercalation, and is in uvfe among the
Aftronomers all over the Eqff. It hath its beginnin
ten Years after the Flegira, not from the Death o
Yazdejerd (as all Chronologers hitherto followin
the Miftake of Scaliger, have erroneoufly aﬂ'erted%
but from his firft Advancement to the Crown of
- Perfia. The Hiftory of this Matter is thus. * Af-
ter the Death of Chofroes, the Second of that Name
(which happen’d Adn. Dom. 628.) in four Years -
time eight feveral Perfons having fucceflively pof=
fefled themfelves of the Throne of Perfia, and moft

- .

* Abul thtaghids. p. 112, & p. 116, ﬁutfc fus, pare 3»
P 256, & p.g96. Elmaiin, 1ib. 1. c. 2. & ¢ 4 S
Ba- of
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of them by violent means, this created fuch Di-
ftractions and Confufions through all that King-
dom, by reafon of the great Divifions, and feveral
different Interefts, which fo many Revolutions in
fo fhort atime. had occafioned among them, that
at length all Parties -growing weary of fo deftru-
ctive a State of their Affairs, came to an Agree-
ment of fettling again under a Prince of the Roy-
al Family, and to this purpofe made choice of Taz-
dejerd, a Grandfon of Chofroes, who was a young
Man of fifteen Years old; and fentinto Arabis
(where he was fled for his Safety) to Abu Beker,
then newly chofe Succeffor to Mahomet, to de-
mand him for their King ; and having according-
ly obtain’d him, did, on the 16th Day of Fuze,
Anno Dom. 632. in the Eleventh Year of the He-
gira, place him on the Throne of his Anceftors;
which being fo fignal a Reftoration of that King-
dom to its former Peace and Settlement, after fo
great a difturbance of it, they made this the be-

inning of a new <&£ra -+ among them, which

rom the name of the King, they called the e £re
of Yazdejerd. And therefore it doth not begin
from the Death of that Prince ; for he lived nine-
teen Years after, and fought many Battles againft
the Saracens, during the Reign of Omar and Oth-
man, Succeflors of Abu Beker, in defence of his
Country, till at length he was flain by the Treache-
ry of one of his own Captains, in the thirty firft
Year of the Hegira, Amno Dom. 651. nineteen Years
after this e£rs, denominated from him, firft com-

+ Ulug. Beg. de Cognitione Epoch. c. 3. Where fpeaking of

the Pecfian Epocha, be baib thefe Words, Principium hujus Epo- .
chz fuit dies Martis jnitio anni quo primum regnavit Yazde-

- jerdus filius Shahriari, .

menced,
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menced, which all agree was in the Eleventh Year
of the Hegira, ‘ ‘

Heg.1. Fuly16. A. D.622.7] The firlt thing
that ¥ Mahomer did after his having fettled him-
felf at Medina, was to marry his Daughter Fatima
to his Coufin 4li. She was the only Child then li-
ving, of fix which were born to him of Cadigha,
his firft Wife ; and indeed the only one which he -
had, notwithftanding the multitude of his Wixgs,
(p) that furvived him, whom he exceedingly loved,
and was ufed to give great Commendations of her,
reckoning her among the perfeiteft of Women.
For he was (g) ufed to fay, That among Men
there were many perfect, but of Women he would
allow only feur to be fuch, and thefe were Afiah
the Wife of Pharaoh ; Mary the Mother of Chrsft 5
Cadigha his Wife, and Fatsma his Daughter. From
her all that pretend to be of the Race of Aabomset
derive their defcent. :

And now the Impg]}or having obtain’d the End

riving at, that is, a Town at
his Command where to arm his Party, and head
them with fecurity ; for the further profecution of

-his Deﬁ%n, he here enterson a new Scene. Hi-

therto he had been preaching up his Impofture for
thirteen Years together ; . for the remaining ten
Years of his Life he takes the Sword and fights for
it. He had long been teazed and perplexed at

Mecca with Queftions, and Objettions, and Di-

‘fputes about what he Preached, whereby being of-

ten gravel'd and non-plusd, to the Laughter of

* Elmacin, lib. 1. ¢, 1. Abul Feda, &. (p) Abul
Pharaghius, p. 103, (9) Abul Peda, Pocockii Specim.
Hift, Arab. p. 183, ‘ , '
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his Auditors, and his own Shame and-Confufion,
out of hatred to this way (r) he henceforth forbids
all manner of difputing about his Religion ; and that
he might be fure to have no more of it, makes it
for the fature to be no lefs than Death for any one
in the leaft to contradit or oppofe any of the Do-
@rines which he had taught. The way that his
Religion was to be propagated, he now tells his Difs
ciples, was not by Difputing, but (s) by Fighting;
and therefore commands them all- to arm them-
felves, ,and flay with the Sword all thofe that
would bt embrace it, unlefs they fubmitted to pay
an Annual Tribute for the redemption of their Lives.
And accotding to this his Injun&ion, even unto this
Day, all who live under any Mabometan Governa
ment, andare not of their Religion, (¢#) pay an An=
nual Tax Yor a conitant Mu'lé’ of their Infidelity
-(which i Turkey (u) is called the Carrage) dnd are
fure to be punithed with (w) Death, ifin the Teaft
they contradi& or oppofe any Dodtrine that is re-

ceived among them to have beén taught by Mabo- -

"~ met. And certainly there could not be a wifer
way devifed for upholding fo abfurd an Inipofture,
than by thus filencing, under fo fevere d Penalty,
all manner of Oppofition and Difputes againtt it.
Aftet the Frpoftor had firfficiently infufed this
Doltrint into’ his Difciples, he next proceeds to put
it in praflice; and having erected his Standard,

TN APITMY SVt o N

() Alcatan, ¢. 4. Cintd&uzén. Orat. 1. Sed. 12. Joannes
Andreas, c. 12. (s) Algoran, c.2, 3, 4,9, &c. Joannes
Andreas, ¢. 12. Difputatio Chriftiani, ¢, 3. Cantacuzeni
Orat. 1. Apolog. 4. Richardi Confutatio, ¢. 10, .

(t) Thévenqe, part . 1ib, 1. c.55. (%) Thevenot,
~pass 1 Bib. 1, c. 28, (w) Cangacugen, Orat. 2. Seét. 5,

Theyenos, part 1. liby 1. ¢ 28,

calls



' 4 - T T TN T

- The Life of MaitomMET. 71
calls them all to come armed. thereto; where ha-
ving -enrolled them all for the War (x) he gave his

' Standard to his Uncle Hamza, conftituting him

thereby his Standard-bearer 5 and out' of the fpecial
Confidence he had in him, fent him outon the firft
Expedition which %as undertaken, in his Caufe.
For underftanding that (y) the Caravan of Mecca:
was now on the Road in’ their return from ?lria,
he ordered out Hamza with a Party of Thirty
Horfe to way-layand plunder them; and he ha-
ving accordingly. pofted himfelf in a Wood in the-
Country of Tamama, by which they were tb pafs,
they tarried their coming ;. bat on their apsroach,
finding them guarded with Three hundred Men,
fent from Mecca to convey them fafe home, he
- durft not fet upon them, but fled and returned to
Medina, without effeting any thing. And feveral
. other Expeditions, which were this Year underta~
ken of the fame nature, had no better fuccefs.
Hég. 2: July 5. A.D. 623.] The next Year a
very rich Caravan going from Mecca.towards Syria
and carrying a %reeat quantity both of Goods and:
Money,  which belonged to the Merchants of Mec-
- ¢a, that traded into that Country, he went out
with Three hundred and nineteen Men to inter-
cept it. But (4) coming up with them at a
Place called Beder, he found them guarded by a
Convoy of a Thoufand Men, under the Command:
of Abu Sophian, whereon a fierce Battle enfued be-
tween them ; but Mabomer gaining the Vidory,
Abu Sophian made as good a Retreat as he conld

* () Elmacin, lib. 1. ¢, 1.~ (y) Elmacin, ib. Difpuat.
Chriftiani, c. 4, (a) Elmacin, lib, 1. c. 1. Abul

Pharagius, p, 102, Algoran, ¢. 3. & Commentatores in illud

“eaput,
Fe¢ . bak

'
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‘back again to Mecca, faving moft of the Caravan
- with him, at which Mahomer’s Men much (b) re-

pined. However, great Spoils were gained by .

them in this Barrle, which had like to have made
a Quarrel .among them about the Divifion. For
the Army confifting of two Plrties, the, Men of
Medina, who were called the Anfars, thap is, Ma-
bomer’s Helpers 5 and the Men of AMecca, who were
- called the Aohagerins, that is, the Companions of his

Flight ; the * former would have had a larger
Share than thelatter. To falve this Contreverfy,
Mahomes compofed the Eighth Chapter of -his 4I-
coran, wherein he adjadgeth the fifth part to him-
. f;lf, and the reft to be equally divided between
them.

The Succefs of this Battle gave great encourage-
ment to the Impoffor, and his Party. He frequent-
ly brags of it in his Alcordn, and would have it be-
lieved that - two Miracles were wrought for his
obtaining of it; the firft, That God made his Ene-
mies fee his Army as double to what it was, which
helped to difinay them 3 and the fecond, That he
fent Troops of . Angels to his affiftance; which help-
ed to overcome them. They were to the number
of Three thoufand (ashe (¢) himfelf tells us).
bat being invifible to every onc’s Eye but his alone,
the credit of it ftands upon no better Foundation,

than the reft of his fmpofturc, his own fingle Tefti= -

mony only,
(&) ALOLing-Gu3e L -Hettingeri Bibliotheca Ori»
gntalis, ¢. 2. ad Suratam O&avam Alcorani,
t Alcoran; c. 3, Bidawi, {¢) Alcoran, <, 3.
. This
« &
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“This Year he altered the ( f) Kebla, that is,the
Place towards which they directed their Prayers.
For it was ufual among the People of the Eaff, of
all Religions, to obferve one particular Point of the
Heavens, towards which’ they all turned their Fa-
ces when they prayed. The Fews, in what part
of the World foever they were, prayed with their
Faces (g) towards Ferufalem, becavfe there was
theif Temple 5 the Arabians towards (h) Mecca, be-
caufe there was the Caaba, the chief place of their
Heathen Worfbip 5 the Sabeans () towards the North-
Star y and the Perfian Idolaters, who held Fire and
Light to be their chief Gods, (k) towards the Eaff,
becaufe from thence the Sun did arife, which they
held to be the chief Fountain of both. Afahomet,
__ from the beginning of his Impofture, had direCted

his Difciples to pray ([)Wwith their Faces towards
- Jerufalem, which he was ufed to call the Holy City,

and the City of the Prophets, and intended to have
‘ordered his Pilgrimages thither, and to have made
it the chief Place where all his Se& were to Wor-
fhip. But now finding that his Followers ftill bore
a fuperftitious Veneration to the Temple of Mecca,
which had for many Ages before been the chief
Place of the Idolatrouws Worfhip of the Arabians, and
that it would be a very prevalent Argument to re--
concile his Fellow-Citizens to him, if he ftill pree
ferved their Temple in its former Honour, he chan-

. ’

(f) Abul Pharaghius, p. 103." Al Kodai, Abul Feda, Jo-
annes Andreas, c. 6. ( & ) Daniel c. 6. v. 10. Buxtorfii
Synagoga Judaica, ¢. 10, Maimonides in Halachoth Tephillah,
G 1.Sed. 3. (b) Abul Pharaghius, p. 102, (i) Abul
Pharaghius, p. 184. (k) Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 148,
(1) Abul Feda, Abul Pharaghius, p. 102. Joannes Andreas,
€ 6. Pocockii Spec. Hift, Arab. PE75e -

. ged
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ged his former Law to ferve his prefent Purpofe,
and henceforth dire@ted his Difciples to- Pray with
their Faces towards (m) Mecca, and ordained the
Temple of that Place, which from itsfquate Form
was called the Caaba (that Word fignifying a
ﬁuare in the Arabic Tongue) to be the chief- Place
Worthip for all of his Religion, to which they
were ftill to perform their Pilgrimages, as in for~
mer Times. And to this Change he was the thore
inclined, out of.kis Averfiorf to the Fews, againft:
whom having, abount this time contra&ed an irre-
. concilable Hatred, 'he liked not.any longer to con-
" form with them'in this Rite. And-that his Foflow-
ers might be diftinguithed from ther in this Par-
' ticular, is the reafon (#) which he himfelf gives for
this Change. However,. (o) many of his Difciples
were much fcandalizd hereat, judging no-Truth
nor Stability in that Religion which was {o oftem
given to change ; and feveral left him thereon.
From this Time, the more to magnify the Tem-
ple of Mecea, and to give the greater Honour and’
" Reputation thereto, have we all thofe Fabulous
Stories invented, which the Fmpoffor tells us con-
cerniing it. As that it was (p) firft built in Heaver:
to be the Plate where the 4gels were-to worfhip ;
and that _Adam worfhipped-at it while in Parddife ;
but being caft down from thence (for they place
Paradife in Heaven) he prayed God, that he might
have fuch a Temple on Earth, towards which he
might pray, and go round itin holy Worllip un- .
to him, in the fame: manner as the Angels went

3

) ) . .
(m) Alcoran, c. 2. Joannes Andreas, c. 2. & ¢ 6. (n) Ak~
¢oran, ¢. 2. (o) J8annes Ardreas, c. 6. (p) Share-

" fkani, Pocockii Spac. Mift. Arab. p, 115, Sionita Appendixad-

Geographiam Nubienfem,¢. 7. ° .
2 . round
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round that which he had feen in Heaven : That
thereon God fent-down the fimilitude of that Teri-
plein Curtains of Light, and pitched it at Mecca,
in the place where the Casba now ftands; which'

- 1%, Ay they, exa@ly under the Original, which is
¢ in Heaven : That there, after the Death of Adam, -
et built it with Stones and Clay ; and that all'the
People of God there worfhipped till the Flood, by
which it being over-thrown, God commanded Abra-
ham again to rebuild it, -having fhewn him the
. Form of the Fabrick in a Vifion, and dire&ted him
to the Place by his vifible Shechinab refiding on it =
That accordingly (4) Abrabam and Ymael rebuilt
itin the Place where it now ftands: And that 7/~
mael ever after, living at Mecca, there worfhipped
God with the true Worfhip; but his Pofterity af-
terwards corrupted it with Idojarry, and propha-
ned this holy Temple with Jdols, from which he was
_ now to purge it, and confecrate it anew - to the
true Worfhip of God, to which it was primitively
intended, And he did not only thus retain she Tems~
- ple’sf "Mecca, But alfo the Pilgrimages thither, and
all the abfurd Rites which weré performed at them
in the Times of Idslairy. For thefe being the Things
- which long ufe had created a %rcat Veneration for
in the Minds of the Arabians, by adopting them all
_ into his'new Religion, he made it go down the eafi-
er with them. And indeed this was the principal
piece of his Craft, fo to frame his new Religion in
every particular, as would beft take with thofe to
whom he propofed it. .

(9) Alcoran, c. 2, 3, & 22. Al Jannabi in vita Abrahami,
Shareftani, Zamachthari, ad cap. 2. Alcorani. Sharifol Edrifi.

* FEiber Agar, Joannes Andreag ¢. 1. ,
~ As
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As to this Temple of Mecca, and what it was be-
fore Mahomet, all that is true of it, is this., It was
an Heathen Temple in the fame Veneration among
the _Arabs, that the Temple of Delphos was among
the Grecks, whither all their (r) Tribes, for many
Ages, came once a Year to perform their Idolatrons
Ceremonies to their Gods; till at length AMahomer
having forced them to exchange their Idoiatry for™
another Religion altogether as bad, made this Tem-.
ple alfo undergo the fame change, by appointing it -

" thenceforth to be the chief place for the perfor-
ming of that falfe Worfhip which he impofed, in
the fame manner as it was gcfore of that which he
abolifhed, and fo it hath continued ever fince. . -

This fame Year he alfo appointed the Month of
(s) Ramadan to be a Month of Faff. At his firft,
coming to Medina, (t) finding the Fews obferving
the Celebration of their great Faft of the Expiation
on the Tenthof their firlt Month, which is Tifrs,
he asked what it meant; And being told it wasa
Faft appointed by Mofes, he replied, that he had
more to do with Mofes than they; and fhereforg
ardained the Tenth Day of Moharram, the Firft
Month of the Arab Year, ta be a Solemn Faft with
his Mufflemans in imitation hereof, which by a

. Name alfo borrowed from the Fews, he called Afhx-

. za, which is the fame with the Hebrew Afhor,. that
is, the Tenth, it being the (x) Tenth Day of the -
Month Tifri, on which this Faf of the Expiation
was kept among them. And hedid alfoat firft

(r) Sharcftani, Golii Notx ad Alfraganum, p. 8, & 9. Mak-
rifi. Pocockii Spec, Hift, Arab. p. 177, & 311, (s) Abul »
Pharaghius, p. 102. Al Kodai. (t) Al Kazwini, Pococ- -
kii Specim, Hift. Arab, p.309.  («) Levirticus, c. 16. V. 29,

- Mifna in Trad. Toma, & Maimonides in Tragt. 7om Kipfur.

_adopt;
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adopt other of their Fafts into his Religion, ho-
ping by thefe means to win them over unto him.
But finding them ftill to oppofe him all they could, ,
and on all Occafions to perplex him and his Follow-
ers with Queftions and Difficulties about his Religi-
on, which he could not find Anfwers for, and'on
the account hereof to difparage and deride him
and his Impofture, he contrafted that Averfion and

- Hatred againft them, that he refolved to differ
from them (w) in this too, as well as in the parti-
cular laft mention’d ; and therefore abolithing the
faid Fafts, which he had taken from them, in imi- -
tation of the Chriftian way, with whom about this
time (it feems) he was very defirous to ingratiate
himfelf, he appointed the whole Month of Rama-
dan to beas it were his Lent, or a continued time

- of folemn Fafting. And this Year the Month of
Ramadan beginning in the Month of March, it did
now exactly fall in with the time of the Chriffian -
Lent.  But the reafon which he himfelf gives for
his appointing of . it, was, becaufe (x) on this
Month, as he pretends, the Alcoran firft came
down from Heaven¢o him; that is, that Chapter
of it which he firft publifhed. Before, it was a
Month ufbally (y) dedicated to Jollity and good
Chear among the, 4rabs, and while they intercala-
ted the Year, always fell in the heat of Summer ;
and therefore it was called Ramadan, (z) becaufe
of the Ramado’l Har, 1. e. the vehemency of the heat,
which then happen’d. s :

v

(w) Ebnol Athir. (z) Alcoran, ¢. 2, (y) Ebn
Ahmed, Al Makrizi, Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p.175.
(z) Al Jauhari, Ebnol Athir, Golii Note ad Alfraganum,
P+ 7. Pocockii Spec, Hift. Arab. p. 174.
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" Thereft of this Year sa) he fpent in Predatory
Excurfions upon his Ne tho.urs, robbing, plun-
dering and deftroying all thofe that lived near

+ Medina, who would not come in and embrace his
“Religion. .
Heg. 3. Yune 24. A. D. 6241 The next Year
he made War (b) upon thofe Tribes of the Arabs,
which were of the Fewifb Religion near him ; and
having taken their Caftles, and reduced them under
his Power, fold them all for Slaves, and divided
theirGoods among his Fellowers. He being exceed-
ingly exafperated againft Caab, one of their Rabbies,

this War was principally undertaken for his fake;, -

‘that he might take him (¢) and put him to Death;
‘but not being able to light on him in any of thofe
Places which he had taken, he fent out Parties to
“fearch after him, ordering them to kill him where-
.ever they fhould find him. The Reafon of his (d)
‘bitter Hatred againft him was this. Caab was 2
" ‘wery eminent Poet among the Arabians, and ha-
ving a Brother called Bejair, that had turned 4.
‘bometan, he made a very Satyrical Poem upon himt
- for this Change, wherein he o terribly galled the
Tmpoftor, that he could not bear it, but refolved to
revenge the Affront with his Deftrudion, if ever
he could get him into his Hands. For fome time
Cuab efcaped all the Snares which he laid for him 3
‘but after his Power had increafed fo far, that the
%reager part of Arabia had fubmitted to him, he
ound he could be no longer fafe, but by making
his Peace with him 3 and therefore to purchafe it,
came in unto him, and profefled himfelf a Afabo-

(2) Elmacin. Abul Pharaghius. (b) Elmacin. Li.c. 1.
¢) Elmacin. ib. (d) Ecchelenfis Hift. Arab, pars 1. ¢. ¥¢
Eugych. Vindicat. p. 303, & 304« .
. mitan

\
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metan alfo. Hereon Mabomet bad him repeat that
Poem which :had fo much offended him, which he
did, putting the Name of 4bu Beker in every Verfe,
where formerly was the Name of Mubomer ; but
this not doing, Mabomes would not give him his

. Pardon, although at that time he did not take any

' Advantage of his voluntary coming in unto him.
Whereon putting his - Wits to work, he had re-
courfe to this farther Device: for.the obtaining of
his Security-from him. For being informed that

Mabhomer had lately gotten a new Miftrefs, whom
he exceedingly doated upon, and much regretted

her Abfence from him, while then abroad upon
the Wars; the crafty Jew ftruck in with this Paffi

.on for the mollifying of him, and compofed an ex-
cellent Poem in her Commendation, which having

repeated before him,.he fo took the Heart of the
. ld Lecher thereby, that he not only pardon’d him,
- but alfd received him into the Number of his par-

. ticular Fayourites, and made -him one of his chief
Confidents ever after. And asa Mark of his Favour,
then beftowed on him the Cloak which he wore;
which being kept by him out of an affefred Vene »
ration to the Impoftor, as an holy Relick, was af-
terwards bought by Afeawias, when he came to the
" Empire, for Thirty thoufand pieces of Gold, and
-was made the Robe which he and all his Succeffors
of the Houfe of Ommia conftantly wore on all So-
Jemn Occafions. And it is faid of this Casb, that
e afterwards became fo intimate with the Impofor,
~ that he took- him into his greateft Secrets, even to
that of the Impofture it felf, in compofing the Al
coran, for which his great Skill in the .Arabick Lan-
guage, and all other Learning then’in ufc among
them, exceedingly qualify’d him. ‘

~ Towards ‘




8o The Life of MaHOMET,

Towards the end of this Year happened the Bat=
tle of+Obud, which had like to have proved fatal
‘to the Impoftor. For (e) Abu Sophian, to revenge
the laft Year’s Affront, marched againft him with

. an Army of Three thoufand Foot and Two hun-
dred Horfe; and having feized the Mountain of
Ohud, (f) which was only four Miles diftant from
*Medina, he o diftrefled that Place from thence,
that Mahomer was forced to hazard Battle to dif
lodge him from that Poft, although he conld make
no more than a Thoufand Men to lead out againft
him. However, in the firft Confli& he had the

- better, but at laft being overborn by the Number
of the Enemy, he loft many of his Men, and among
"them, Hamza his Uncle, who bore the Standard,
and was himfelf grievoufly wounded in feveral pla-

ces, and had been flain, but- that Tilha, one of his -

“Companions, and Nephew to Abu Beker, came in to
,his' refcue, in which A&ion (g) he received a~
. Wound in his ‘Hand, which deprived him of the

ufe of fome of his Fingers ever after.

‘To falve the Objections which were raifed againit

“him on this Defeat, he was much put to it. Some

(h) argued againft him, How he that was a Prophet

of God, and fo much in his Favour as hé pretended,

c#nld be overthrown in Battle by the Infidels 2 And
others murmured ‘as mach for the Lofs of theit

Friends and Relations who were flain in the Battle.

To fatisfy the former, he laid the Caufeof the

«Overthrow on the Sins of fome that followed im ; -

. and faid, that for this Reafon God fuffercd them to

- (e) Elmacin. lib. 1. c. 1. Abul Pharaghius, p. 1o0a.
{f) Geographia Nubicnfis, Clim. 2. part 5. (&) Dif-
putatio Chriftiani, ¢. 5. with which compare Abul Pharaghiiis,
pe 117, Ror there it is faid Vilha bad a lime Hand. (k) Alc. ci);.
. . )
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be overthrown, that fo the Gaod might be diftin-
guifi’d from the Bad, and thofe who were true Be-
ievers might on this Occafion be djfcerned from
thofe who wete not. And to ftill the Corgplainté
and Clamouts of the latter, he irivented his Doy
&rine of Fare and Definy, telling them that ﬁnoi'g'
who were flain in the Battle; though they had tar-
ried at hothe in their Houfes, muft havé died nots
withftariding when they did, the time of every
Man’s Life being predeftinated and deteriined by
God, beyond which no caution is able in the Jea
to prolong it ; that.the Deftiny of all is ftated . to
an Hour, which cannot be alfered ; and thereforg
thofe who were flain in the Battle, died ‘no fooner
than they muft otherwife have done ; buf in that
they died fighting for the Fdith, they gaired the
Advantage of the Crown of Martyrdom, -and the
Rewards which were due thercto’ in Paradife.
where he told them they were alive with God in
everlafting Blifs, which was of greater advantage
thati all the Treafures of the World could in thig
Lifé havé been unto them : That tliey were there
tejoicing very miuch, that they Had lajd dowr their,
Life fo happily, as by thus fighting in the Caufe of
God, and b Law, and were exprefliig among
themfelves exceeding Gladnefs; that thofe th
tan to Hinder them from goiig to the Battle; met
them not. Both which Dofrines ke found fo well
to ferve his turn, that he propagated them 6n alf
Occafions after. And they have becni the darling
(i) Notions of all this Se& ever fince, efpecially i
theit Wars, where certainly nothing cafi be mot¢

[SRIN) R N . NS N 1 [ 5 . X}

(i) Ricant’s Biflory of the Pefint Siate of the Ottomdn EH+
pires Book 2; ¢; 8 , s
e tonduieivg’
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conducive to make them fight valiantly, than a fet-
tled Opinion, That whatever Dangers they expofe
themfelves to, they cannot die either fooner or
later than is otherwife unalterably predetermined
that they muft ; and that in cafe this predetermi-
ned time be come, in dying fighting for their Re-
ligion, they fhall obtain that Happinefs, as to be-
come Martyrs thereby, and immediately enter ine
10 Paradif: for the Reward hereof. .

Heg. 4. Fure 13, A. D. 625.] In the Fourth
Year of the Hegira he waged War () with the
Nadorites, a Tribe of the Fewifh Arabs in his Neigh-
bourhood, whom he preflfed fo hard, that he for-
ced them to leave their Cafles; part of them
retiring to Chaibar, a City belonging to thofé
of their Religion; and part flying into Syria.
Thofe latter that fled into Syria, Mundir Ebn
Omar, with a Party of the Men of AMedina,
purfued afggr, and having overtaken thene
near the Borders of that Country, put them all to
the Sword, excepting only one Man that efca-
ped. With fuch Cruelty did thofe Barbarians firft
et u}!;‘to fight for that Jmpofiure they had been de-
- Juded into. This fame Yedr he fought the fecond
Battle of Beder, and had many other Skirmifhes
with thofe who refufed to fubmit to him, in which
he had forhetimes profperous, and fometimes dubi-
ous Syecefs.

‘But while his 4rmy was Abroad on thefe Expe-
ditions, fome of his Principal Men engaging at Play
and Drink, in the heat of their Cups fell a quar-
telling, which raifed fach a Difturbancé among the
redt of his Men, that they had like to have fallem

L.

(%) Elmacin, L 1.¢. 1. Abul Pharaghius, p. 103, "
W ‘ &R
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all togetlier by the Hars, to the confounding of
him ard all his Defigns 3 and therefore for the pre-
venting the like Mifchief for the futere, (f) hé
forbad the ufé of Wink, and all Games of Chaneé
ever aftet. And to make his Prohibition the moré
influential, he backs it with a (m) Fable of Two
Angels; called Arur and Marwt, who he tells us
were in times paft fent down from Efesven to ad-
minifter Juftice, and teach Men Righteoufne® it
the Province of Babylen; that while they werd
thete, a certain Woman coming to them for Jus
ftice, invited thetn home te Dinner, and fet Win¢
before them, which God had forbidden them te
drink ; but being tempted by the Pleafantnefs of
the Liquor to tranfgrefs the Divine Comiand,

they became o drunk, that they tempted the Wos -

men to Lewdnef$ ; who promifed to confent; on
condition that the one of them fhould firft carry
her to Heaven, and the othet bring het back again:

But the Womsdn belng got to Heaven would not

tome back again, but declared to Ged the wholé
Matter, Wheteupon, for Reward of het Chaftity;
fhe was made the Morning-Star. And the An%ek
having this Option given them, whether they
would be puniftied for their Wickednef$; eithef
now, or hereafter, chofe the former : wheteupon
they were hung up by the Feet by an Iron Chain
~In a certain Pit near Babylon, where they are td

(1) Al Kodai, Pocockil Specints Hifk: Arab, p: 175: Alcos

_ f#an, c. 9. Fortaljt. Fid. lib. 4, Confid; 5. " (m) Alcoran,

tap. 2, Zamachfhari & Bidawi, aliique Comshentatores ad
illud caput. Dialogus Mahontetis cuiti Abdolsh, Rickardi
Confutatio Legis Saracenic#, c, 4; Cantacuzen. Orat. 2. Sedt;
i’- Beuonius’ ln 3- Ce 6. Gtudagndl. Ttﬁo 20 € 40 [ Librd

Agar. .
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continue fuffering the Punifhment of their Tranf-
greflion till the Day of Fudgment. And that for thig
Reafon God forbad the ufe of Wine to all his Ser«
vants ever after. But () Busbequists, and out of him
(o). Ricaw give the Reafon of his forbidding the ufe
of Wine from another Occafion ; which they thus
rclate 5 Mabomet making a Fourney to a Friend of his .
at Noon entered into bis Houfe, where there was & Mar-
riage Feaft 5 and fitting down with the Guefts, be ob-
ferved -them to be wery merry ard jovial, kiffing and
embracing one another, which was attributed to the
Cheerfulnefs of their Spirits raifed ? the Wine, [o thar
he bleffed it as a facred Thing in being thus an Inftrus
ment of much Love among Men. But returning to the
Jfame Houfe the next Day, he beheld another Face of
Things, as Gore-blood on the Ground, an Hand cut off;
an Arm, Foot, and other Limbs difmembred, which be -
was told was the Effect of the Brawls and Fighting, oc-
cafiencd by the Wine, which made them mad, and sn-
flamed them into a Fury, thus to deftroy one another.
Whereon be' changed his Mind, and turned his former
Bleffing into a Curfe, and forbad it ever after to_all bis
Difciples. But he himfelf feems totally to refer the
Reafon of the Prohibition, to the Quarrel which
Wine and Play at Games of Chance had caufed among
them. For in the gth Chapter of the Alcoran,
where he gives his Law concerning this Matter,
his Words are, The Devil defires to fow Diffenfion -
and Hatred among you, thre’” Wine and Games of
Chance, to divert you from remembring God, and praying
anto him. _Abandon Vine and Games of Change. Be
ebedient to God, and the Prophet his Apoftle, and take

P

()} Epift. i (o). Hiftary of the Prefint State of the
Otronian Empire, Book2.¢.25.
' beed




The Life of ManoMET. - 85
beed to your [elves. The Truth of the Matter is,
" the Arabians (p) were given to drink Wine to great
Excefs, when they could come by it ; and being
of an hot Temper, as living moft of them within
the Torrid Zone, were liable to be inflamed by it
fnto the higheft Diforders ; and this AMabomet ha-
ving had fofficient Experience of, particularly in
_ the dangerous Inftance I have mentioned, did, in
refpe& of his Arabians, prudently enough provide
againft the like Mifchief for the Future, by thus ta-
king away the Caufe from whence it did flow.
Heg. 5. Fune 2. A.D.627.] The next Year was
the War of the Ditch, where Mahomet was in great
Danger of being totally ruined. For the Men of
Mecca having entred into Confederacy with feveral
of the Tribes of the Fewifh Arabians, to whom he
had declared himfelf a mortal Enemy (4) march-
ed againft him under the Command of Fofeph, the
Brother of 4bu Sophian, with an Army of Ten thou-
fand Men. Mabomet march’d forth to meet them ;
but being terrified with their Number, by the Ad-
vice of Abdollah Ebn Salem, the Perfian Few above
mention’d (whom Elmacinus calls Salman) fortified
himfelf with a deep, Ditch, within which Intrench-
ment the Enemy befieged him many Days, which
time the crafty Jmpoftor employed to corrupt over
to his Intereft their leading Men. In which At-
tempt having fucceeded ‘with fome of them, he did,
by their Means, fow fuch Diflenfions among the
reft, as foon extricated him from all this Danger
he was fallen into, which happened on this Occa-
fion. There was then in the Hnemies Camp, (r)

(p) Ecchelenfis Hift. Arab. Part. 1. ¢, 5. Richard: Contu-
tatio, <. 8. (¢) Elmacin, L 1. c. 1. Abul Pharagai-
us, pi 102, (r) Ecchelenfis, Hift, Arab. p. 1. ¢34
Abul Pharaghius, p. 102, oo
’ ' G 3 Amrus
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Amrus Ebn Abdud, an eminent Korafbite, and Une
cle to dli, who having the Reputation of beigg

-the beft Horfeman in _drabia, to fhew his Manho

while the two Armies lay thus idle againft each

.other, rode up to AMahomes’s Trenches, and chal.

leng’d any of his Army to fight with himin a fin-
gle Combat. AU, although his Aephew, accepty
the Challenge; and baving flain Amras, and alfo
another that came to his Afliftance, thofe whom
Maborses’s Inflruvaenss had wrought into a Diflenfis
on from the reft, took this Opportunity (s) to de-
fert the Camp; and march home. Whofe Exam-
ple the reft in this Confternation following, the
whole Army broke up, and feparated. And {o this
War, from which fo much was expected, ended.

‘in pothing but the lofs of fix Men on Maho-
. wer’s fide, and three on the other.

But tho’ the Enemy could make no ufk of the
Advantage they had,yet (¢+) Mabomes knew how to
make the beft of that which they gave him by this
Retreat. Apd therefore immediately marching
after the €ozaites, one of the Fewifb Tribes confede--
yated againft him, befieged them ‘in their Fortref
fes, and forced them to furrender at Mercy to Sa-
#d Ebn Saad, one of his chief Commanders. But
be being fore of a Wound he had received at the
War of the Ditch, in reyenge thereof caufed all
the Men, and among them Hahib Ebn Atab theiy
¢bief Commander, to be put to the Sword, and
the Women and Children to be fold for Slaves, and
#ll their Goods o be given for aPrey unto his.
Soldiers ; and as foon as this was executed, died -

L e, " L
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(s) Ahul Pharaghius, p. 102. Elmacin, L 1. c. 1.
(') Elmacin, L1, ¢ 3.
- himfelf



The Life of ManomeT. 87
himfelf of the Wound, which he had thus cruelly
revenged.

Heg. 6. May 23. A. D.627.] In the fixth Year
he fobdued (x) the Lahianites, the Muftalachites,
and feveral other Tribes of the Arabs. The Mufta-
lachires were of the Pofterity of the Chozaites, whom
Cofa expelled out of Mecca. (w) Mabomet having
overthrown them in Battle, flew moft of the Men,
according to his bloody manner, and took their
Wives and Children Captives, among whom find-
ing Fuweira, the Daughter of Hareth, a Woman of
excellent Beauty, (x) he fell in Love with her, and
took her to him to Wife, and for her fake releafed
all of her Kindred that were found among the Cap-
tives.

And now the Impoflor, after fo many Advanta-
ées obtained in his Wars, being much encreafed in

trength (y) marched his Army againft Mecca,
and at Hadibia, a Place near that City, on the
Road from thence to Fodda, a Battle was fought
between them, the Confequence. of which was,
that neither fide gaining any Advantage over the
other, they there agreed on a Truce for'ten Years ¢
The Conditions of which were, That all within
- Mecca, who were for Mabomet, might have liberty

to join themfelves to him ; and on the other fide,
Thofe with Mahomer, who had a mind to leave
him, and return to their Houfes in Mecca, might
alfo have the fame Liberty. But for the future,
if any of the Citizens of Mecca thould go over to
Mahomet without the Confent of the Governor of the
City, he fhould be bound on demand to render

(«) Abul Pharaghius, p. 102. Elmacin. Ltecr
(») Abul Feda, Pocockii Specim. Hift. Arab. p. 42,
(=) Elmagin. 1, 1.¢. 1, () Elmacin, ib,
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them unto him. And that if Mahomet, or any of
his Party, had a Mind to come into the City, they
might haye Liberty fo to do at any time during the
Yruce, provided they came unarmed in a pgaceable
way, and tarried not above three Days at a time,
By this Truce Mahomet being very much confire
fned jn his Power, toak on him (z) thenceforth the
Authority of a King, and was inaugurated by the
ghief Men of his Army, under a Tree near Medina,
which immediately (it feems, curfed by the Au-
thority given fo wicked an Impoffer under ir) with-
erd away and perifh'd, which the Adahometans
' then}fel’ves relate, but make another Interpretati-
n of it. ‘ s ‘
i On Mabhomet’s having thus made Truce with the
Men of Mecca, and thereby obtained free Accefs
for any of his "Party to come into that,City, he
thenceforth ordained them to make their (4) Pil-
ﬁim‘gﬁ thither, which have ever fince with fo
‘uch Religion been obferved by all of his Secf, once
every Year. This was an ancient Rite of the Hea-
then Arabs, it having been a conftant Ufage (b)
among them for many A%es foregoing to come opce
a Year to the Temple of Mecca, there to worfhip
their Heathen Deities. The time of this their Pil-
grimage (c) was in the Month of Dulhagha ; and
ton the tenth Day of that Month was their great
Feftival, in which the chiefeft Solemnities of their
. Pilgrimage were performed, and therefore it was
calied’ _Ayd al Cabir, i.e. the great Feaft 5 and alfo,
becauft thefe Solemnities did chiefly confift in offer-

(z) Elmacin. ib, (#) Al Kodai, Pocockii $pecim, Hift,
rab. p. 195" " ¢b) Vide fupra ad Annum Hegira fecun=
um. " {c) Shareftani, Makrizi, Golii Notz ad Alfraga-
huin p. 8, & 9, Pocockii Specy Hifk, Arab pi 177,
W g e O PRI e »
o 18




The Life of ManomeT. 89
§ng up Sacrifices and Oblations, 4yd al Corban, that
is, the Feaft of Oblation 5 and the whole Solemnity,
Al Hagha, 1. €. the Solemn Feftival, in the fame
Senfe as the Hebrew Word Chag, from which it is
derived, fignifieth any of the three Solemn Feftivals,
on which the Fews were thrice every Year to ap-
pear before the Lord at the Temple of Ferufalem.
And from hence the Month in which this Fefival
falls, is called among them Dulbagha, which is as
much as to fay, The Month of the Solemn Feftival. *
And that all mig‘n have free Liberty fafely to come
to this Feftival from all Parts of Arabia, and again
fafely retarn, was the reafon that not only this
Moath, but alfo the preceding and following were
held Sacred among them, in which it was not law-
ful to ufe any A& of Hoftility againft any Man, as
1 have afore fhewn, And therefore this Solemsn Pil
grimage to Mecca having been a Religious Ufage,
which all the Tribes of the Arabs had long been de-
.yoted to, and was had in great Veneration amon
them, Mahomet thought not fit to ruffle them wi
any lnnovation in this Matter, but adopting it in-
to his Religion, retained it juft in the fame Manner
as he found it pra&ifed among them, with all the
ridiculous Rites appendant thereto; and fo it is
obferved even unto this Day by all of that Religion,
as one of the Fundamental Duties of it. For the
Crafty Impoftor taught them concerning it (as he did
of all the other Heathen Rites of the Arabs, which
he found neceflary to retain) that it was a Come
mand from God to Abrabam and Ifmael, annually
to obferve this Pilgrimage to Mecca; and that it
yas given unto them on their rebuilding the Casbas
and that at firft it was only ufed to the Honour of
fGod, in the coming of all the Arabs thither once
gyery Year, there to worfhip together before him
. . g . in.
{ .
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in ane Holy Affembly, in the fame mapner as the
Yews were after commanded thrice every Year to
worfhip hefore him in their three Solemn Feftivals
at FJerufalem : But that in procefs of Time it be-
came perverted to Idolatry, from which he was now
commanded again to reftore it to its primitive Ufe.
And in the making of this Eftablifament, he had
po fmall refpedt to his Narive City, that he might
eferve toit the fame benefit of this Pilgrimage,
which jt had before fo long enjoyed. And in thus
providing for the Intereft of that People in the ve-
1Y Religion which he was a framing, he thought he
migdht the eafier prevail to draw them over unto it.
And in this he was not miftaken. For had he to-
tally abolifhed this Pilgrimage, it being the greateft
{Ionpur and Benefit which that Place enjoyed, and
y which, indeed, it did moftly fubfift; their In-
tereft would have engaged them to that vigorous
Oppofition agginft him, that in all likelihood he
would never have become Mafter of that City, and
'%r want thereof have mifcarried in the whole De-
n.
_gﬁe .7. May 11. 4.D.628.] And now bein
. thus eftablifhed in the Sovereignty, which he ha
been fo long driving at, he took to him all the
Tnignia belonging thereto; but fo that fill he re-
ta‘xﬁZd the Sacre§ Charaiter of Chicf Pami{ of his
Religion, as well as the Royal, which he had now
jovefted himfelf with, 3nd tranfnitted them both
together toall his Succeflors, who by the Title of
C.‘j:'ph: reigned after him ; fo that they were in the
fime manner as the Fewifh Princes of the Race of
the Maccabees, Kings and Chief Priefts of their Peo-
ple at the fame time. Their Pontifical Authority
chiefly confifted in giving'the Interpretation of the
Mabemetan Law, in ordering all Matters of Rch;giara,
' an
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* ggd alfo in officiating in the Duties of it themfelves,
as well in Praying as Preaching in their Publick
Mofgues, as on all more Solemn Occafions they were
vfed todo. And at length this was all the Authos
rity the Caliphs were left poffeffed of, they being
totally ftript of all the reft, firft by the Governors of
the Provinces (d) (who about the Year of the Hegir.
325. affumed the Regal Authority to themfelves, an
made themfelves Kings each in their particylar Gos
wernment) and after by others, who rofe np on thi
Diftra&ion of the Empire to ufurp upon them, tili
at laft they left them nothing elfe but the Name
and Shadow of what they had afore been.  For al-
though thofe Princes ftill paid fome deference tp
the Caliph, as to a Sacred Perfon (in the fame man~
ner as is now paid to the Pope of Rome by the Prig-
ces of bis Communion) and fuffered him to be pray
for through all the AMofques of their Dominions, an
his Name to be inferted in the Publick Offices, evep
before their own, asif they had ftill been no more
than his Licutenants in the Government, asin former
times ; yet as to all things relating to the Goverpe
ment of their particular States, they difowned all
manner of Obedience unto him, apd often depofed
him, and put another in his fead, as they thought
wopld beft fuit with their Intereft ; which was
vfually done, according as this Priuge or that Prince
made themfelves Mafters of Begdgr, the City
wherg the Caliph refided, till at length the Zars
game in, and in that Delyge of Deftruition, wit
which they did over-run -all the Eaf, put a total
End t9 their (¢) very Name and Being, as well ag

=)

(4) Elmacin. lib. 3. cap. 1. Abul Phaxaghiu:, &, |
(¢) Abul Pharaghias, p. 332. i
their
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their Authority. Bver fince that time, moft s~

. bometan Princes have a particular Officer appointed
in their refpe@ive Dominions, who fuftains this Sa-

. cred Authority, formerly invefted in the Catiphs,
who in ﬁrke{; is called the AMufti; and in Perfia the
Sadre ; but they being under the Power of the Prin-
ces that appoint them, are moft an end made nfe of
for no other purpofe, but as Tools of State to ferve
their Intereft, and make the Lew fpeak what at
any time they fhall judge moft agrgeable to it, how
‘wicked and unjuft foever it be. ;

“As foon as Mabomet had finithed his Mafgue at
‘Medina, he always, if in the Place, officiated in it
‘himfelf, both in Prayin%: and alfo in Preaching to
the People; for which he had no other Conveni-
ence at firft, than a piece of a Beam, or the ftump
of a Palm-Tree driven into.the Ground, on the
top of which he leaned when he did officiate. But
being now invefted with the Supreme Authority,
. he thought this too meanan Accommodation for
his Dignity ; and therefore, by the Advice of one
‘of his Wives, caufed a Pulpit to be built for him, -
which had two Steps up into it, and a.Seat with-
in tofiton; and this the Fmpoffor ever after made

© ufe of, leaving his Beam. And thofe, who, wri-
ting of Mahomer’s Miracles, tell us, among others,
That a Beam groaned at him, (f) mean this Beans,
which they fay groanéd at Mahomet’s leaving of it
‘thereby exprefling its grief for being thus deferted.
Othman Ebn Affan, when he came to be Cdiph?
hung his Pulpic with Tapeftry, and Moawias advan-
ced it higher, adding fix Steps more to it. - For be-

-

(f) Al Gazali, Pocockii Spec. Hift, Arab, p. 188, )
~ ing
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ing (¢ ) fo exceeding Fat that he could not ftand
while he officiated, as all his Predeceffors had doae;
he was forced to fit when he preached.to the Peo-
le; and therefore that he might be the bettexr
Eeard, he raifed the Pulpit to this heighth, and fo
it now remains in that Mofque at Medina even to
this Day. : . :
ThisYear he led forth his Army (b) againft Chai-
_ bar, a City inhabited by 4rabs of the Fewifh Reli-
gion, who being overthrown by him in Battle, he
befieged their City, and took it by Storm. And
here thofe who are the. Magnifiers of _4li, tell this
Miracle of him, That in the Aflault, Sampfon-like,
he plucked up ome of the Gates of the City (which was
of that weight, faith Abul Feda, that eight other
Men could not move it) and held it before him for
a Shield to defend himfelf againft the Befieged, till
the City was taken. On Mahomer’s entring the
Town, he took up his Quarters in the Houfe of
Horeth, one of the principal Inhabitants of the
Place, whofe Daughter (i) Zainah, making ready a
Shoulder of Mutton for his Supper, poifoned it. And
here thofe who are for afcribing Miracles to Ma- -
bomet, tell us that the Shoulder of Muston fpoke to
him, and difcovered that it was poifoned ; but it
feems, if it did fo, it was too late to do him any
good. For Bafber, one of his Companions, falling
on too greedily to eat of .it, fell down dead on the
Place. And although Mahomet had not immedi-
ately the fame Fate, becaufe not liking the Tafte,

( ) Elmacin. lib. 1. ¢. 7. Eutychius, Tom. 2. p. 360. Abul
Pharaghius, p. 124. (b) Abul Pharaghius, p. 1e2. El-
macin. L. 1. ¢c. 1. (i) Abul Feda, Al Kodai, Al Jannabi,
Difputatio Chriftiani, c. 8. Richardi Confutatio, ¢. 13. Po=
¢osk. Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 189, 190, he
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i. e the Supreme God, and God of. Gods, and Lord o
Lords, whom they durft neVe{ reprefent by énj;
Image. But being (as they held) fo great and high
as not to be approached to by Men while here on
Earth, but through the Mediation of Advacares ot
Tnterceffors, interpofing for them unto him in Hea-
wen, that Angels and Holy Men beatified might per-
form this Office for them, was the reafon that they
fet up their Images, ard built them Temples, and
directed their Worfhip and Devotions unto them:
And in this did confift the whole of the Arabiar
_ Idolatry, which Mabomet, now by deftroying thefe
Jdols, puta total Edd unto, . o

"7 A% foon as it was heard aftong the neighbour-
ing Arabs, that Mahomet had made himfelf Mafter
of Mecca, the (o) Hawazins, the Thakifians, and
feveral other Tribes, immediately gathered toges
‘ther under the Command of Melec Ebn Auf, to fall
upon him before he fhould increafe his Power any
further. Hereupon Mahomet, appointing Gayat
Ebn Afad to be'Governor of Mecca, marched out
againft them with Twelve thoufand Men. In the
Valley of Honaina, which lieth between Meccd and
Ta t‘{: both Armies net, and in tlie firft Encounter
JZ met (p) Was beaten, tho’ much - fuperior to
the Enemy in Nuniber, and driven back to the
Walls of Mecca, () which he aferibes to the over:
confidence of his Men in their Numbers; which
caufing them to neglect their Enemy, did thereby
give them this Advantage over them. But the Im4
poftor () having gathered up his fcatter’d Forces,
4nd rallied them again into 4 Body, atted more

.M.(o) Elmacin.1ib. 1. c. 1. (p) Zamachifhari, and Bidd~
apter of the Alcoran. < (g) Alcoran, chapi

wion the 9tb ¢:bd Rz o %
9 (r) Bidawi amachthari,iby .. .
- gautioufly
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utioufly in the fecond Confli& ; ard ther () d9
e faith, by the hé(l‘p of invifible Ttoops of Angeli
(which ate reckon’d by fonie Cimnicntators on the
Alcoran, to be Eight Thoufand, and by others tq
be Sixteen thoufand) gave liis Enetnies fuch a total
Defeat; () that he took from theni their Bagfage;
with their Wives and Children, ant all their Sub-,
ftance, which confifted moftly of. great Flocks of
Sheep, and Herds of Cittle. For thefe being of
the Nomad Arabs, it was their Cuftoh to carr
- Wives and Children, and all that they had wit
them; whete-ever they mév'd:  After this Battle;
thefe People fent Ambaffaders unto him to pray the
Reftoration of their Wives and Childreny to
whom Mabomer gave this Option, to chufe which
they would have again reftored unto them, either
their Wives and Children,or their Goods : Wheres
bn they having chofen their Wives and Children
Mahomer divided all their Goods, which he ha
taken from them, among his Soldiers. Only A2
. lec Ebn Auf, their General, now he faw his Power
was fich as no more to be refifted; came in and
embraeed his Religion; and thereont had all his
Goods again reftored unto him, ,

The remaining part of the Year (4) was fpent id.
demolithing thie Heathén Temples, and deftroying
theit Jdols in all Places through Arabid, whete his
Power reached. Ta which purpofe; feveral of his
Gommanders being fent out with Parties; Sead des

- firoyed the 1ol of Menah ; Chalid, that of Al Uzza,
and the Temple of Boffs built thereto, and other$
the reft of thems So that shis Year proved very

R PIRRRC 7 X S

{s) Alcoran, c. 9. () Elmacin, lib; . ¢; 1,  (4) Po-
tockii Spec, Hift, Arab. p. 91, & 92,
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fatal to the doks of the .Arabs, they being moft of .
them now deftroyed, and the former Worfhippérs -
of them forced to fubmit to Aabomes, and embrace
his Impofture. .
Heg, 9. April 20. A. D.630.] And now having
brought moft Parts of Arabia under his Power,.
the-enfuing Year (w) he turned his Arms towards
Syria, and poflefied himfelf of Tabuc, a Town bes
longing to the Greek Empire, and from thence fal-
Ying on the Princes of Daumas and Eyla, forced them
to become Tributaries unto bim, and then returned
.to Medina in the Month Rajeb. While he was ab-
fent on this Expedition, the Tayfians, whom he had
begun ‘to befiege the former Year, being much
prefled by fome of his Lientenants, whom he had -
committed the profeécution of that War unto, were
forced to fabmit and embrace hi$ Impoffure, which
they had ‘afore heen fo averfe unto: of which he
having received an account on his return, he fent. .
thither by Sophian to difarm them of all their
Weapons and Inftruments of War, and appointed -
Othman Ebn Abulas to be their Governor. And
tvtcris was the laft Year in which he went to the
ar. o o
, - Heg. 10. April 9. A. D. 631.7] And now the Pow-
er of the Jmpoftor being much increafed, the Fame
of it o terrified the reft of the Arabs, which had
not yet felt his Arms, (x) that they all came in and
fubmitted to him, and embraced his Impoflure. So-
that this Year his Empire-and his Religiow became -
¢ftablifhed together throvngh all Arabia, and he fent
his Licutenants irto all. Parts of it to govern in his-

o

(») Abul f'haraghim,‘ p-'163. Elniacinus, lib, 1. ¢, 1.
€*) Elmacin, lib. 1. c. i1; Abul Fedan

Name;-
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Wamé, who' deftroylog  the fdol ‘Teh ;m, dnd all
other the Rentdiss of thc Ababian Tdobisry, where:
-ever they came, fet uf Pus new inventéd Religion.
in its*fread) and forced all' Men; By tﬂc querof )
the givord, to conforn'thietd, . .
§ateﬂ: patt of this Year T)uné fpetit in or=
aenh and fettling theft Matters, wards the
it Aabomet took a Journiey in Pilgrimage t6.
,ﬁ'fn‘m and entered tl’tcrc on the Tenth Day of
Dulhiag hd which is the great Day, of that Solmm
rhere a great Con c of Péople.reforted tb h1
- from all parts of Aralm, whom he, mitru ed i
his. Liw, aid then retutned again to - Medina;
This Pstgr;m e of his is by his Followets calkd thé
Pilgrimage if ValeditFion; becanfe it was the laft
tvhrch he made, . s
But aithoufh he was arrived to this, henghth,'
yet -he wanted not Oppofers, who ave “him great
dxﬂsnrbance in this his new-acquired Empire, For.
{cveral others feem%how he had sdvanccd himfelf
o be a great King, by préteiiding to be 4 Pr?be
thought to do fo too.” (z) Among whoni the hlef
Was Mofailema, who fet limfelf up with-this Pre-
tence in the Country of Yamama, and | athermg |
%reat Comipany after him, predched to-them thag
e was Affociate with Mabowet in the Prophetick
Office; and’ fent with' the fame Commiffion to re-, .
duce theni from Idofatry to the trie Worlfkip of
Eod, and in order thereto he alfo publithed his Al
tmm among them. For which reafon the b,
inctani. all him the Lymg Mofmlcmd, and fpeak of

I3

( y).Elttiacin; lib. 1. €. 1. Abul Fedi, Abut Pharnghim,

: 103 (z) Abul Pharagfiius, p. e3. Elmacm. Hb i
i 82 anpmtxo Chriftiani, cap. 17,
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him always with Deteftation. However, he in<
creafed to a very confiderable Power, leading a
great Army after him, .(4) And at the fame time .
Afwad ftarted up in Hamyar, or the Country of
* the Homerites, with the fame pretence, and feized
on Senas, Nafrs, and Tayf. And after him Te-
liba, and others thought to. have played the fame
Gapme, but could nct. hit on the fame Suceefs, be-
ing all in their totns fubdued and brought o no-
thing. - But this Work AMabomet not being able to
undertake himfelf, was forced to- leave it to his
"Succeflor. R .
. Heg- 11, March 28. A. D.632. For after his re-
turn (b).to Medina from his late Pilgrimage, he
began daily to decline, through the force of that
Poifon which he had taken ;Eree Years before at
Caibar, which ftill working in him, at length
brought him fo low,.as forced him on the28th
.Day of Sapbar (the fecond Month of their Year) to
" take his Bed, and on the twelfth Day of the fol-
lcwing Month he died, -after having bean fick thir-
teen Days. The beginning of his Sicknefs was a
Tlow Fever, which at length made him delirous
whereon (c) he called for a Pen, 1ok, and Paper,
telling. them that he would dictate a Book to them,
which fhould keep them fypm erring after his
Death. But Omar would not admit this, faying
the Alcaran fofficeth, and thyt the Prophet, through
the greatnefs of his Maledy, knew not what he
faid. ~ But cthers who were prefent, were of ano-

4

(2) Elmacin. lib. t.c. 1, &e. . (b)) Abul Pharaghius,
p. 103. Elmacin. lib. 1. c. 1. Eutychius, Tom. 2, p. 251.
. Abul Feda. Al Jannabi, Al, Kodai. Shateftani. &c.  (¢) Bo-

chari, Shareftani, Al Jannabi, Pocockii Spec. Hift, Arab. p,

178, 179,
A thet
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ther Mind, and expreffed a great defire that the
Book might be wrote, which their Prophet fpoke to
them of ; whereon a- Contention arofe between
them, fome being of Omar’s mind, and fome of the
contrary ; at which Mabomer taking- offence, bid
them ;ﬁ' be gone, telling them, That it did not
become them thus tp contend in his Prefence. So
the Book was not'wrote ; the lofs of which was af-
terwards lamented by fome of hjs Follprrg, asa

great Calamity to their Caufe.

. During,_his Sicknef, (4) h¢ much complained of
the Bit which he had taken at.Caibar, telling thofe

that came to-vifit him,* That he had -felt the Tor--

ments of it in his Body ever fince ; that at times

it brought on him veéry dolorous Pains; and that-

then it was going to break his very Heart-Strings.
And when, among others, there came. to. fee him
the Mother of Bafhar, who'died on the fpot of that
Poifon, (¢) He cried out, O Mother of Bathar, the
Veins of my Heart are now breaking of the Bit which
I cat with your Son at Chaibar. So it feems, notwith~
ftanding the Intimacy he pretended with the An-
gel Gabriel, and the continual Revelations which he
brag’d that he received from him, he could not be
preferved from thus peérithing by the Snares of a
filly Girl. o - T -

On his Death, there was great Confufion among
his Followers. Many of them (f) would not be-
lieve that he could die. For (faid they) how can be
die, fince be istobe 4 Witpe[s to God for us? It cannot
be fo, ke is not dead, byt is anly taken away for 4 Sea-

(d) Abul Feda, Ebnol Athir, Ebn Phares. Al Jannabi.
(¢) Al Jannabi, Pocockij Spec. Hift. Arab.p. 190. () Abul
Feda, Shareftani, Al Jannabi, Pocock, Spec. Hift. Arab. p.

173 ‘ :
L H 3 Jos,
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fon, and.will retusn again, 45 did Jefus. . And therea
fore they wentto t?:ge_.‘l,)q?x :f! thlg Hanfé where the
dead Corps' lay, crying.out, Do npt bury.-him, fon
thy Apoftle vf God isngt dead.  And-Omar being of
the fame Mind, drqwqh.is-smrd, and fwore, "That
~if any ons, hoeld fry that, Adgbamer was dead, be
ould jmmediately cut thén tp piecss. - Far,(foid
he) she. dpoftly of Gog 4s.m0t deady. but.only. gans. for a
Seafon s g5 Mofes the Son of Amram was gane from the
People’of fracl for forty, Pays, and tben returnad tp thewm
azain. - For thgcomppfing of this Diforder, Abu
ker. came in,. crylng oyt tnto them, Do you:wors
Jbip. Mahomet, or the God of Mahomet ? If" you won-
{big. the God of Mabomet, he'is Fmuprialy avd livesh
for ever; byt:as o’ Mahomet, by certpiply s deads
And then from feveral Paffages in'the Alsgram, be
proved that he muft.die as well as other Men
: ﬁhx;&_h having fatisfied Omar and his Party, they
then all taok it for grantgd that Mahgmer wag
dead, and no more to return to Life agam til] the
general Refurrettion of al) Mankind.. “Wihat goes
o current among us, as if the Mahomesan; expect-
ed Mahpmet again to return to them here ap Farth,
is totally an Error. ;l‘,‘hgre is 1;0 l{qcﬁ Iﬁ:&rin:-
ameng them, nor are thege any of them that ever
anci'e%i fuig' a Thing, E.('nce t%w tfmemthgﬁ -Omar,
was convinced of his Miftake herein, -+ .
“ But this Diforder was g foonep appeas’d, (g )
hut another arofe to.a mych greater heat abont his
Buial. - The Mahagerins, that is, thofe who ac-
_compgnied him in his' Flight from Aecqq,, would
ave him carried thither, to be buried in the Place

[PV AR
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"€%') Abnl Pharaghius, p. 103, Ahmed Ebn Yufef, Abul
fgd;, Shareftani, Pocockii Specimy Hift. Arab. p. 180. ‘
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where he was born. . The Anfars, that is, thofe
of Medina, who joined with him, would have him
buried there where he -died. And there were
others who had a fancy to have him carried to %¢-
rufalem, and there buried among the Sepulchres of
the Propbets : for that, faid they, was the City of .
the Prophees. . *And while each Party ftrove to have
their own way complied with, the Conteft grew
{0 high, that they had like to have all gone toge-
ther by the Ears ; but ‘that'the Wifdom of Abx
Beker compofed this Matter alfo. For he coming
in, told them, That he had often heard from the
‘Prophet himfelf, that Proplets were to be buried in
the place where they died. And then without
more ado, commanded the  Bed wherecon ge lay
£0 be plucked out, and a Grave to be immediately
dug ‘under it, so which all confented, and there
they buried him forthwith in the Place where he
died, which was in the Chamber of Ayefbs, his beft
beloved Wife, at AMedina'; and there he lyeth to
this Day, without Iren Coffin or Loadftones to hang
him in the Air, as the Stories which commonly go
about of him among -Chriffians fabuloufly relate,
There was, indeed, (h)-one Dinocrates, a Famous
Architett, that had a Device, by building the Dome
of the Temple of Arfinoe at Alexandriz of Load-
ftane, to make her Image all of Iron, hamg in the
‘middle of it; as if it were in the Air 3 but there
was no fuch Attempt ever made as’to Mzhomer’s
Carkafs. © For that being buried in the manner as

- 1 have related, hath lain in the fame Place, with-

put being moved or difturbed ever fince, only they

4 - have
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have bulMt over it (i) a fmall Chapel, which joineth
to one of the Corners of the chief Mofque of that

City, which was the firft that was ever ereQted to
that Impious Superftition, Mahomer himfelf bein

the firft Founder of it, as hath been afore related.

gve fuch Pilgrims as think fit, on their retorn
from Mecca, call in to pay their Devotions. But
_ there is no Obligation from their Law forit. The
Pilgrimage which that enjoins being to be perfor-
med to the Casba at Mecca, and not to the Fomb of
!:21’2 fgpajh; at Mzdina, as fome have erroncoufly

ted.
f And' thys ended the Life of this wicked Impoffor
(] g beipg full Sixty three Years old on the Day ia
which he died, that is, according to the Avabias
Accotint, which make oply Sixty one of our Years.

For twenty three Years he had taken upon him to

be a Prophet, of which he lived Thirtgen at Mecca,

and Ten at Medina. During which Time, from
is Ambition, and the Sagdcioufnefs of his Wit to
that heighth, as to make one of the greateft Revee
lutjons that eyer happeped in the World, which
jmmediately gave Birth tp gn Empire, which in
?ighty Years time extended its Dominions oyer
more Kingdoms and Copntries, than exer the Ro-
pr4n could in Eight hundred. And altho’ it contis
pued jn its Strepgth not much above Three hua-
flred Years, yetout pf its Afhes have fprung up
many other Kingdams and Empires, of which there
are Threg at this Day, the largeft'agd moft Potent

&
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{i) Appendix ad Geographiam Nubieﬁ(em, c. 8. '{‘hevenoe;
art 1. Bool 2. c. 21. (%) Eutychius, Tom. 2. p. 251,
cin, I. 1.¢. 1. Abul Pharaghiys; :p. i3, Abl Feda, :Al
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“upon the Face of the Earth; I mean the Empiré
~of Turkey, the Empire of Perfla, and the Empire
of the Mogul in India; which God hath permicted
of his All-wife Providence fill to continue fora
Scourge unto us Chriffians, who, having received
o holy and fo excellent a Religion through: his Mer-
&y to us in Yefus Chrift our Lord, will not yet cons
form our felves to live worthy of it.” - - .
He (1) was, as to his Perfon, of a proper Sta-
ture, and comely Afpe&t, and affeted much to be
thought to refemble Abrabam. He had a very
piercing and fagicious Wit. And for the accoms
plithing of the Defign which “he. undertook, wag
thoroughly verfed in all the Arts whereby to infi-
nuate into the Favour of Men, and wheedle them
‘over to ferve his Purpofes, to which he chiefly owe
ed the fuccefs of his Undertaking. L
- For the firft Part of his Life (m) he led a very
‘wicked and licentious Courfe, much delighting in
Rapine, Plunder, and Blood-fhed, according to the
Ufage of the Arabs, who moftly follow’d this kind
of Life, being almoft continually in Arms one
“Fribe againft. another, to plunder and.take from
each other all they could. However, the Mabome-
#ans would have us believe that he was a Saint from
the Fourth Year of his Age. For then, fay ()
they, the Angel Gabriel took him from among
Fellows, while at play with them, and carryin

him afide, cut open his Breaft, and took out mi

TP —

()) Elmagin, L 1. c. 1. Abunazar, Abul Feda, Al Kodai,
Schikardi Tarich, p. 32. (») Bartholomaus Edeflenus,
Difputatio Chriftiani, &c. (n) Liber de Generatione
% nutritura Mahometis, Joannes Andreas, c. 1. Bellonius;
1.3.c. 1. Guadagnol. p, 169. ¢ libro Agar, Ecchelenfis, Hift,
Arab, part. 1. 623, ¢ - C N
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$Heart, and wrungout of it that black Drep .of
Biood, in which, fay they, was vontained the Far
s peecass, f0 that he had none of it ever aftes.
#Aad yet ia. the Forty eighth Chapter of his ico.
fan, he brings in God giving him -a large Charter
of Pardon for all his Sins paft and tocome. -
.. His two predeminant Paffions were Ambitian and
Luf. The Courfe which he took to gain Empire,
a?unchndy fhews the former; and the muititude
of Women which he had to do with, proves the
fatter. ‘And isdeed thefe two run- through the
whole Frame of his Religion, there being fcarce g
Lhapter in his Alcoren, which doth not lay down
Jone Law of War and Bloodfhed for the promotin
of the one; or elfe -give fome Liberty for the ufe
of Women here, or fome Promife for the enjoy-
m;t;t of them hereafter, to the gratifying of the
otber. | ' .
s While Cadigha lived (which was till the fiftieth
¥ear of his Age) 1 do not find that he took any
pther Wife. . For fhe being.the rife and foundati:
" gn of his Fortunes, it feems he durft not difpleafe
r, by buinging in another Wife upon her. But fhe
was no fooner dead, but he multiplied them to ¢
great (o) ‘Number, befides feveral Concubines
bich he had. They that fay the feweft, allow
. {;m to have married (p) Fifteen ; bot others rec-
kon them: to have been (4) One.and Twenty, of
Wwhich five-died before him, Six he repudiated, and
~ Ten were alive at his Death. But the Tenth, with
whom he contrated but a little-before his Sicknefs,

PO DU
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; fo) AMdix ad Geographiam Iiubihufen, ¢. 8. Joannes ‘
Aadseas, c.7. Bellonius, 1. 3, &c. . (r) Abul F'cda,
Al Xodai, ‘Ahmed Ebn Yufef, () Vide Gcnfm_q

1 Notis ad Mufladinum Sadum, p. 548,
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was never brought hame to his Houfe.- The N.\m§
of the other ‘Nine were Ayrfb4; the Davghter |
Abu Beker 3. Haphfa, the Daughter of Omars Zew
da, the Daughter of Zama ; Bainab, the Danghtee
of Haflsth 5 Fewsira, the Danghterof Hareth; Ses
-phiah, the Daughter of Hai ; Em Sclema, Ews Halie
ba, and Maimung.. - . L
. " Ayefha, the Daughter of Abu Beker, was bis beft

beloved Wife, He married her very young, ay
hath been before related ; and although fhe was a
yery wanten Wornan, and (r) given to hold Amo«
rous Intrigues with pcher Mep, and on that aes
gount Mahomet was moved to put ber away-; yee
is Love to her was fuch, that be could not par§ -
- yith her. But to falve her Reputation, and his
own in keeping her, the Twenty fourth Cha
of the Alceran Was compos’d, and brought forth as
fent from God to declare her innocent ; whereia he
tells his ufflemans, That this Charge againit hee
was an Impofture, and an impudéntLye, and for-
bids them any more to fpeak of it, threatning &
fevere Curfe, both in this Life and that which is ta
' come, againit all thofe who fhould accufe of Immos
defty, Women Chafte, Innocent and Faithfub
Mabomer marrying her Young, took care to have
her bred up (s) in all the Learning then geing i -
Arabis, cfpecially in the Blegancy of their Latie
guage, and -the Knowledge ‘of their Antiquitics,
and fhe hecame one. of the moft Accomplifhed Lae
dies of her time in that Country. She was a(r)
bittter Enemy to 4, he being the Perfbn that dis

(r( Difputatio Chriftiani, c. 6. Commentatores in Alcoe
fni c. 24, (s) Appendix ad Geographiam Nubi.
enfem, ¢.'8. ) (t) Difputatio Chriftiani, ¢. &
szc_in, L1, e 4 Abul Pharaghius, Abul Feda, &c.
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feovered her Incontinency to Mabomet, and there=
fore imployed all the Intereft fhe had on every Va-
¢ancy that after happened, to hinder him from be-
ing chofen Caliph, altho’, as Son-in-law to the Im-
poftor; he had the faireft Pretence thereto; and
when at laft, after having been thrice put by, he
attain’d that Dignity, fhe appear’d in Arms againft
fiims and although {f:q prevaild not that way, yet
The proved his ruin, by caufing that Defe®tion from
- Bim, which at length was the undoing of him'and
ail'his Houfe. She () liv'd Forty " eight Years af-
fer the Death of Mabomet, and was in great Repu.
* tation with her Se&, being called by them the Pro-
phetefs; and the AMother of the Faithful. And in moft
oints of Difficulty concerning their Lsw, they had
recourfe to her, to know what had been the Senfe
of the Impoftor while alive, in the Particular doubt-
ed of ; and whatfoever Anfwer fhe gave, went for
i (w) Authentick Tradition among them ever after.
For all their Traditions which compofe their Somnab,
are pretended to be derived either from her, or
fome of Mabomer’s ten Companions ; that is, thofe
ten who firft came in unto him. But her Teftimo-
By to a Tradition is reckon’d the moft Authentick 3
and next her,. that of Abdorrabman Ebs Axf. For
x)'being ‘of all others the moft familiarly conver- .
‘with the Jmpoftor all the time that Scene of De-
Jufion' was ating by him, and - a Perfon of extraor-
dinaty Memory 3 he was moft confided in for the
giving of an exa®. account of all his Sayings and
Doings relating to his Religion ; and there are rec.

(i) Fbr~1b¢ died the s8tb Tvar of the Hegira, Elmacin, L 1,
[ X2 (w) Joannes Andreas, c. 3, (5) Gen»
tius in Notis ad Mufjadjnum Sadym; pr 578, S
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koned no fewer than 340 Treditions among thew,
which are built uFon his Authority only. This
Abdorrahman is alfo called' bz Hareira, that is,
the Father of 4 Cat, which Name Mabomer gave hiti

for the fondnefs he had for.a'Cat, which he was

ufed moft an end to carry with him in his Bofom,
where-ever he went.  For it is ufual in the Arabick
Tongue, when aMan is remarkable for any one pat«
ticular thing, thus to e?reE'It, by - calling him
the Father of it. %) And {0 Chalid, who was Mae-
bomer’s Hoft when he firft came to Medina, was for
his remarkable Patience call’'d 4bu Fob, that is, the
Father of Job, or of the Patience of fob. And this is
that ob, (z) who dying at the Siege of Conffenti-
nople, when befieg’d by the Saracens, was there bu-
ried under the Walls of the City, and hath his
Tomb there to be feen even to this Day, (4) where
all the Grand Signiors go forth to be ipaugurated,
when they firft take upon them the Regal Autho-
rity. ' '

~ Haphfa, the Daughter of Omar, was next to (b)
Ayefbas, moft in favour with him, and her he’in-®
trufted with the keeping ofgthe Cheft of his 4po-
fHefbip, wherein were laid up all the Original Pa-
pers of his pretended Revelations, out of which
the Alcoran was compofed, as hath been already
faid 5 and the Original Copy of that Book, (c) Abs
Beker, after the finifhing of it, delivered alfo unto .
her, to be kept in the fame Cheft ; which proves-

(») Bochartus in Hierozoico, pare 1. ¢. 1. (z) Elma-
ciny L 1. ¢ 7. (a) Ricaut’s Hiftory of the Prefent State
of the Ottoman Empire, Book . chap. 2. Smith’s Brief Deferi
ption of Conftantinople. (4) Joannes Andreas, ¢. 7.
(<) Abul Feda, Hortingeri Bibliotheca Orientalis, . 2. Po<:
cokii Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 363. )

the
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the miftake of Foomes Andreas(d) in afligning the
keeping df this Cheft to Ayeflia. For it i%l:lotg like-
y: that Abu Beker would have difpofleffed his own
Deughiter of this Office; which was fo honourable
ng them, had (e been firft entrufted with .it
. the Impeftar. .. Haphfa:was mucli the elder Wo-
man, and for: that reafon probably préferred to
this Troft. ‘For when fhe: died, which was -to-
Wwards the latter efid of thé Reign of Othwian, the
was Sixty Years (o) old, and thetefore muft have
been at the Deach of the Impoffor, at leaft Forty
Saatsohd, when #fbs was fiot full Twenty.
. Bewda Was in leaik Favour with Rimt of any of
kis Wives, (f) and he intended to hgve put Jhet
away ; but fhe earneftly defird him that fhe might
%illl haxe the Reputation and Hononr of being hig
Wife, promifing kim, if e would grant her this;
fhe. wanld ke coutent no more to lie with him, but
to gjve her turnalways to Ayefhw; which Conditi-
°6n he willingly accepted of, out of that great Love
which be had for _4yefba, and fo permitted her to
scogtinue.in his:Houfe as long as he lived. .
Zainab was firft. thg Wife of Zeyd, his enfran-
¢his’d Slave, who being a Womar of l%reat: Beauty,
(g) the old Lecher fell defperately inJove with her.

™

(4) De Confufione Se®tz Mahometanz, c. 2. (¢) Genitie
twin Notis ad Mufladinum Sadumt, p. 568. () Gentia
ils in Notis ad Mufladinum Sadum, p. 568. (2) Al
Jannabi, Abul Feda, Al Kodai, Pocockii Specim. Hift. Arab.
P. 182. Richardi Confutatio, c, 8. Difputatie Chriftiani, c. 6.
Ecchclenfis Hift. Arab, Part. 1. ¢. 4. Confutatio Mahometis,
ta per Le Moyne. Joannes Andreas, ¢, 6. Guadagnoly

Trad. 2. c. 5. Sedt. 3.8 c. 10. Sedt. 1. Zamachshari, Bidaw
& alii Commentatores, ad cap. 33. Alcorani, Liber Alma-
Walkeph, Forealit. Fid, lib. 4. Confid. 2, . P
o But
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But for fear of the:Scandal which his taking . hée
might give, he did all he could to fupprefs hiw
Flame, ’til} at. length, being able tg refift 0o lows
ger, he did’ break the matter to her,.and canfedl
Zeyd to put her away, that he might take her oés
Wife. Which he being forced to fubmit to, this
gave great Offence to all his Followers, -that he,
who called himfelf a Prophes, and an Apo{‘}te of God,,
fent to teach Men his Lew, fhould for the gratify..
ing of his Luft, do fo fcandalous a thing. But tor
falve the Matter, out comes the Thirty third Chap«
ter of the Alcoram, called the Chaprer of Herm
where God is brought i declaving, That he '
married Zainab to Mabomes, and given him fregd
liberty to enjoy her accosding to his Defire ; and
alfo rebuking him, that knowiag God had given
him this thing, he fhould abftain fo long feom her;
out of the regard he had to the People, as if he:
feared them more than God. However, this could:
not clear him fo, but that many of his Followersi
are hard put to it, toexcufe him from the Scandal’
of this Fa&, even unto this Day ; and there ase
fome of them who make no doubt to charge him:
withSin on the account hereof.  Zainab hereon be~!
coming the Wife of Aabomer, lived with him. ¢o
the time of his Death, always glorying and vaunt-.
ing her felf above his other Wives, that (b) where<. -
as.they were married to Mabomet . by their Parents:
and Kinsfolk, fhe.was married tahim by God “hima:
felf, :who. dwells above the Seves Heavens. .- ./

How he married Feweira, hath been already res.
lated. (5 Saphia was a Fewifh Woman, and defcends

P

(b) -Ecchelenfis Hifk: Arabs p. 1: <. 5. ) Difpunti’d?
. @hriftiani, ¢, 4, ‘ ( . e!
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ed of the Raceé of the Priefts, on which accourit fhe’
was ufed to brag, That fhe had Aaron for her Fas
ther, Mofes for het Uncle, and Aabomet for her
- Husband: Of the reft of his Wives I find not any
thing faid. ,

Befides thefe, he had a Concubine whom he much
loved. She was' (k) ah Egyptian Woman, and a
Chriftian of the Facobite Self. Thie Governor of

having occafion to treat with him about
fome Matters, and being informed of his Brutifht
Paffion, to gratify him herein, and thefeby the
better incline him to his purpofe, fent him this
Maid for aPrefent, fhe being then only Fifteen
Years old : He immediately fell jn love with her.
But how fecret foever he manag’d the Amours for
fear of his Wives, Ayefha and Haphfa found it out;
and catch’d them together in the Fad. - Whereon
they reproach’d him bitterly for it, that he, who
called himfelf a Prophe: fent from God to teach Men
Righteoufhefs, fhould do fuch a thing; at whick
heing much confounded, he fwore a folemn. Oathy*
‘That in cafe they would conceal the Matter; and
not fay any thing of it to raife a Scandal againft
him among his AMufflemans, he would never have to
do with her more. On which Oath they were
content to pafs the Matter over, and fay nothing
of it. But Mabomer’s Luft being of greater force
with him than his Oath, he could not long hold,
but was catch’d again with her by his Jealous
Wives. Whereon they flew out into a defperat¢

. . .
g . —

(k) Abui Pharaghius, p. 103. Joannes Andress, ¢. 8. Bel-
lonjus, L 3. c. 8. Richardi Confutatio, c. 12. Cantacuzenis .
Orat. %, Sed. 8. Guadagnol Trad. 2. c. 10. Seét. 2. Com~ _
meéntacoves in ¢. 66, Alcorani, Fortalitium Fidei, libs 4«
c’ﬂﬁda 2 . ' L LIS
Rage
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Rage againft him, and after having lpaded him
with -a maltitude of Reproaches, both for his Per=
as well as Adultery, went from him to theif.
athers Houfes ; which raifing a great Noife; and
many being offended with him for it, to fmooth
* the Matter again, he had recourfe to hisold Art;
and out comes a New: Revelation to juftify him in it;
the Sixty fixth Chapter of the Alcorany called the
Chapter of Probibitios, wherein he briggs in God al-
lowing Mahemet, and all his Muflemang, to lie with
their gﬂaid,s‘when they will, notwithftanding their
“Wives.. - The firft Words of that Chapter are, 0
Prophet, why doft thou forbid-what God beib allew-
ed thee, that thou may’st plesfe shy Wives? God
bath granted snto you 'to lis with Your Maid-Sers
vams. . Which Law being publifhed, it gave fuch
content to his licentious Followers, that no more
‘Words were made of this Matter ; bet all gladly
laid h:f of the Liberty which he hid grants
ed ; and ever fince it hath been an eftablif’d Law
. among all that Seét, befide their Wives (m) to k
as many Women-Slaves for their Luft, as they fha
think fit to buy ; and the Children of the one are
. as legitimate as the Children of the other.  And
the Grand Signior, who never Marries, hath all his
‘Women under this latter Noties, that is, as his
Slaves, and he keeps none but fuch in his Seraglio 3
only after they have born him a Soa, he fometimes
gives them the Name of Sulrand, which is Quéem
- Ayefhaand Haphfa, finding the Matter to.go thus;
and that Mahemet had ia the fame Chapter threats

Sin

_ (m) Ricaut’s Hiftory of the Prefent State of the Otcoman Em<
bire, Book 2. Chap. 21. THevenot, part 1. lib. 1. c. 14. Bel
loﬂiu,, tik, 3.6 ’q & ¢ .10, Cle“al'di Eyi&ol') p- 29, 3&‘, 53,

& és;
| 1 ' ied
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ned them with Divorce, unlefs they fibmitted
and were obedient ; they fent their Fathers to him
to make their Peace, and again returned to his .
Houfe, and totally fubmitted, for the futute, to
his Wil in all things ; and from that time he lay
with-his Maid Mary as often as he pleafed, with-
out their any further Contradiction or Controul,
and had a Son by her, who was called Abrabam.
But after the Death of the Impoflor, no account
was had of -her or her Son, but both were fent
away into Egyp, and no mention made of either
ever after among them. 1 fuppofe Ayefha; out of
the hatred which the bore her, procured of her Fa-
. ther, who fucceeded the Impoffor in the Govern-
ment, to have her thus difpofed of. S
«One. of the main Arguments (») which the Fol-
_lowers of Mabomet make ufe of to excufe his having
1o many Wives, is, that he might beget young Pro-
phets 3 bat notwithftanding this, he left no youn
" Prophet nor ProphetefS neither behind him of al
his Wives. Of (o) fix Children, which he had all
by Cadigha his firft Wife, and none by any of the
others, they all died before him, excepting only
Fatima the Wife of Ali, and fhe furvived him only
fixty Days.

As the gratifying of his Ambition and his Luft,
was the main end of his Fmpoffure, fo they both
continually appear through the whole Contexture
ofit. At firft his Ambition had the Predominan-
cy in him 3 but when that began to be fomewhat
fatisfied . by. the Power he had attained to, his Luft

rew upon him with his Age, and at length he
een’d totally diffolved into it. And. there are

(%) Alﬁ;zca' fbn Zin. . (o) Abul Pharaghius, p.1o3.’
: . ftrange

., .
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ftrange things faid of him this way ; (p) as that h¢ -

had in Venery the ftrength of forty other Men, and:
that he knew all his Wives, when he had Bleven
of them, one after attother in an (g) Hour’s time.
Whatever Laws he gave to reftrain &ne Laft of other
Men, he took care always to except himfeif, refol:
ving, it feems, to take his full fwing herein without:
Let or Controul, according as the violert bent ‘of
his brutith. Appetite this way fhould lead him. For,

1. He (r) would not allow any other to have
above four Wives, but to himfelf {s) he referved a
liberty to marry without reftraint, as miary as he
fhould think fit, and he had Ten together as the
fame time when he died.

3. He obliged all others, who have twa, three;
or four Wives, to ufe them all equally alike, both
a3 to their Cloathing, Diet, and the Duties of the
Marriage-bed. - And in cafe any Wife thinks hera
felf unequally ufed in any of thofe particulars, and
‘that the Husband doth not as largely difpenft to
her of them, as to his other Wives, it is allowed
through all Mahometan Countrieﬁa that {He make
her Complaint to the Fudge, and the Law will give
her redrefs herein, and fotce the Husband to do
her Jultice. But Adabemset referved liberty to him-
felf to do as he fhould fee fit asto thisy and theres *

re when fome of his Wives were a%griﬂed, be=
caufe he fhewed more favout to the other, and par>
ticularly to dyefha, than to them, and made Coms - -

e ~ e

() Fortalit. Fid: lib. 4. Confid. . Guaddgnel. TH&. 2.
_ e8p. 7. fedk. 1. Richardi Confuratio, c. . Difputatio Chri-

fiani, c. 6. - (g) Jdandes Addreas, & libtd Afmali,
cap. 7. Guaddgiol ex eodem libro, Tradt. 2. cap. 7: fe&, 14
(r) Alcoran, c. 4. () Alcoran, ¢.33. Joarines Ans

~ dreasy ¢ 7. Guadagnol, Tradt. 3. c. 10 fedt. 3. Alcorad, é. 4
. I3 plaints
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plaints againft him on this account ; to f¥ill their
‘Chamours, he brings in God in the Thirty third
Chapter of his Alcoran, giving him full Liberey- to-
deal with his Wives as he'thonld think fit, to goir
to which he pleafed, and abftain from which he’
leafed; and commanding them to be content
Eerewit_h, and alfo to be wel} pleafed with whate-
ver elfe he fhould do in reference to them, aceept-
- ing as aFavour from him whatfoever he fhovid give-
" them, and take Exceptions at nothing which he
fhould be pleafed to order eoncerning themn
3. In the Pourth Chapter of his Alvoran, which
fs called the Chapter of Womén, he forbids his Au/-
flemaps to marry withtheir- AMothers; their Mothors-
w-lay, the Wives of  their Fathers, theiv Duughtors,
the Sjfters of their Fathers, the Sifter ‘of their Mothers,
the Daugbters of their Brothors, the Dduglers of their
Sifters, t%)eh: Nurfes, their Pojhr-ﬁgm, the AMvthers.
of their Wives, the Siffers of their Wives, the Duugh-
ters of their Wives by other Flusbands, the Daughters:
of Women_whom they have known, and the Wives of
- their Sms, and thé mavried Wives of other M.
And yet in the Thirty- third Chapter’ he brings-
in God txempting him from this Law, and giving,
him an -efpecial Privilege to take to -Wi& the
Daughters of his Brother, or the Daughters of his
Sifter, and to go in to any other Woman whatfb~
ever of the Believers, that’ fhall be willing to pro-
fritute her flf wnto him. But he there'takes care
&o.appropriate.this Liberty. . peculiarly to himfElf
alope, that he excludes. all others whatfoever from
ft.. For it fkems. the Old Lecher feared his Luft
fhould not be fufficiently provided for, if any-thing
lefs:than the whole Sexswere. allowed him for the.
gratifying of it; and therefore would endure no
veftraint or limitation upon himfelf hercir‘;',; ‘héglw
' ridtly
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Rn&ly foever he lays it upon others. Ia the above

* . mention’d Zaw he forbids the marryiag of thei¥ives

of wher Men ;; and abandant Reafon there is for ig,
that no Man thall be gllow’d adulteroeufly to take
£0 Wif® her that is at the fame time the Wife of
dnother ; and yet he tranfgrefled it in marrying the
Wifeof “his Servant Zeyd. But to allay the Scan-
dal and Offence which was taken at iy and to fe-
, cufe others from fearing the like Injury and Vio.
fence from him, he was content after that tolay a
reftraint upon himfelf to do o no more; and
therefore brings in God, tellipg him in the fame
-thiety third Ghapter of his .Alcorun, That it thal}
not be lawful for him for the future to take ano-
theér Man’s Wife, how much foever he may be taken
_As he was thus brutifhly enflaved to the love of
Women, fo was he jas exceflively jealous of thofe
whom he had taken to Wife. And therefore to de-
-ter them from what he feared (») he threatens
tliem with double the punithment of other Wives,
both here and hereafter, in cafe they fhould be
falfe untd him. And.when fomé of his Followers
made too. frequent refort to his Houfe, and there
entred inte difcourfe with fome of his Wives, this
m::x that Offence, that to prevent it for the
, O¥t. come, as from.God, thofe Verfes of
the .Micoran (w) wherein ke tells them, that they
“fhéuld not enter into the Houfe of the Prophet
without permiflion ; and that if invited to dine
with him, they fhould depart as foon as Dinner
was over, and not enter into difcourfe with his
Wives ; that although the Prepber be afhamed to

| () Alcaram, 6,350 (w) Aloran, 633
- T
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bid them be gone, yet God is not afhamed to tell
them the Trutlf. And in the fame Chapterhe for- .
bids his Wives to fpeak to any Man, unlefs with
‘their Faces vailed. And this his Jealoufy proceed-
" ed fo far, as to go beyond the Grave. For he could
not bear that any one elfe fhould have to do with
his Wives, thou[%h after his Death ; and therefore
() ftriétly forbids all his Followers ever to go in to -
any of them as long as they fhould live. So that
-although all other Women when repudiated, or
become Widows, had- liberty to marry again, all
his Wives were excluded from it. And therefore
all thoft whom he left at his Death (y) lived Wi-
dows ever after, although fome of them were very
young j as particularly Ayefha, who was not then
full twenty Years old, and lived above eight and
forty Years after, which was in that hot Country
lct)‘:kcd upon as a very hard reftraint pot upon
them. S
In all thef Inftances 1 have mentioned, it ap-
rs how much he made his Impofture ferve his
uft. And indeed, almoft the whole of his Alco-
- yan was (z) in like manner framed to anfwer fome
Purpofe or other of his, according as occafion re-
‘quired, 1f any new Thing were to be put on foot,
any Obje&tion againft him or his Religion to be an-
- fwered, any Difficulty %o be folved, any: Dif¢ontent
ameng his People to be quieted, any Offence to be
‘removed, or any thing eife done for the Intereft of
his Defigns, his conftant recourfe was to the Angel
- Gabriel for a new Revelatiori ;- and out. came fome
Addition to 'his Alcoran ‘to ferve his turn hereia,

/

Pr———— e T p——
(z) Algoran, ¢.33. (y) Joanngs Andrgas, ¢ 7¢
{2) Righardj ..éen}!!sa.!is; B 18 ‘
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So that the moft of it was made on fuch like Occa-
fions, to infloence his Party to what he intended.
And all his Commentators. thus far acknowledge it,
that they are on every Chapter very particular in
afligning for -what Caufes and for whofe Sakes it
was fent down from Heaven unto them. . But here-
by it came to pafs that abundance of Contraditions
g)et‘ into this Book. For as the Inter¢ft and the

efign of the Impoftor varied, fo was he forced to
~ make his pretended Revelations to vary alfo ; which

‘is a thing. fo well known to thofe of his Seé?, that
they all acknowled(gc it ; ang therefore where the
Contraditions are fuch, as they cannot falve them, .
there they will have one of the contradi&ing pla- -
ces to be revoked. And they reckon in the whole
Alcoran, (a) above an hundred and fifty Verfes
which are thus revoked ; which is the beft fhift, they
can make to falve the Contradi&ions and Inconfi-
ftencies of it. But thereby they do exceedingly
betray the Unfteadinefs and Inconftancy of him
that was the Author of it. ‘
_ In the beginning of his Fmpofture, he fcemed more
inclined to the Fews than to the Chriffjans; and in
the firft forming of his new-invented Religion,
followed the Pattern of theirs more than any other.
But after his coming to AMedina, he took that dif-
- gult againft them, that he became their bitter and
moft irreconcilable Enemy ever after, and ufed
them with greater Cruelty in his Wars, than any.
other he hai todeal with, = .

But to the Chriftians he ever carried himfelf with

as much favour as could be expeéed from fuch a

"‘_ esgc ) Joannes Andgias, ¢ 2. Guad.agndl,_ Trad. 2. cap, 7.
! . 3o .
B 14 Bare



Power grew to be formidab
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Barbarian 3 and wheresever they fell under his
Power, they had always good Terms fromh him.

His general Rule, and which he laid as 2 ftri®t-

Obligatiop upon all his Followers, was to fight for
the gPro guaI:i‘on of his Religion. And (b) there
were on{); two Conditions on which he granted

. Peace toany he had to do with; and thefe were

gither to come into his Religion, or fubmit tobe
Tributaries unto him. They that did the former,
were admitted into the fame Privileges 'and Free-
doms with the reft of his Followers : But the lat-
ter had only the. bewefit of his Prote&ion, as to
their Goods and Perfons, and free Exercife of their
Religion, without any other Privileigaor Advan-
tage whatfoever, for which every*Maa paid an
Annual Tribute. But thofe who would not .come

~ 'in, and make Peace with lim on one of thefe twa

‘Conditions, were by his Law to be put to the
Sword. And this Law, in every one of'its Particu-
lars, is ftill obferved in all AMabomseran Countries,

mn to this Day. At firft few fubmitted to him,’

fuch as he forced by Concfue'{t ; but when ‘his
‘ e, then Multitades,
both of Chriftians and other Religions, flock’d to him
for his Protection, and became his Tributaries. And
there hathin this laft Age been publif’d, firt by
Simit at Pars, and after by Pabricius at Roffoch, a
Writing in _A4rabisk, which bears the Title of an
Anciem Capitulation of the Chriffians of the Ea
with this Zmpoftor, which is faid to have been laid
wp in the Monaftery of Mount Carmel in Paleftine,

o anen T — a7 9

, B) Algoran, c. 4. c. 8, &ec. Difputatio Chriftiani, c. .
Rishardi Confutatio, ¢, 1, 6,7, & 10. Caneacuzeni, Orar,
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and from thence brought into Frume, and repdfic
ted in the French King’s Libraty. - Bat {¥) Groisk
rejedsit as a Forgery ; and good reafoh e tud fo
todo. For it bearsdatein rthi Year of the
Hegira, when Mahomet was not yetin a condition
to fpeak in that Langtagé which he is made todo
in that Whiting ; nor was his Power then fo fors
midable, as-to move any to pray s Protedtion
be having not long before been overthcown and
beaten at the Battle of Obzd ; and at the time this
Inframent betirs date (which was the fourth Month
of that Year) not fully recovered from that Blow ;
© butin the loweft Circamitances he had at any time
been fince the taking the Sword for the propaga-
ting of his Imfwv ; and there is anothrer particu-
far in it, which manifeftly difcovers the Forgcrle: .
3t makes Moawias, the Son of _Abu Sophian, to
the Secretary to the Jmpoftor, who drew the Inffru-
wment 5 whereas it is certain, that Mouwins, with
- his Father Abu Sophian, was then in Arms againft
himg and it was not tifl the taking of AMecca,
which was Four Years after, that they came in un-
’toﬂ-l:‘ig, a}in_hd to fave their l.ivebse emgraced the Im-
. is Inftrument is to be read in Englifh, in
zl’le Hiftory of the Prefent Stare of the Ot‘t\f-l?lﬁ’h Em-
pire, Book 2. Chap. 2. -
However, this is certain, that the Clriffians had
better Terms from him, than any otker of his Tri-
butaries, and they enjoy them even to this Day;
there beiag no Afubsmeran Country where their Re-
liﬁim is not efteemed the beft next their own, and
the Profeffors of it accordingly refpe@ed by them
before the Fews, Heathens, or sny other fort of
Men that differ from them. - o

. — Lo b

{7 tn Epf. 4 Gallor, ‘
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- Asthe tmga.r allowed the O/d and New Tefis-
ment, {0 would he fain prove his Miflion from both.
;i: Texts, which are made vfe of for this purpofé
by thofe who defend his Caufe, are thefe fol-
owing: . : .
Deuteronomy, c. 33. V. 2. Itis faid, The Lord cams
from Sinaiy and rofe up from Seir unto them ; be fhi-
ned forth from Mount Pharan, and he came with ten
thoufand of Saists 5 from bis right Hand- went .4 fieyy
Law for them. By which .Words they will have
%) meant the coming down of the Law to Mofes on
ount Sinai 5 of the Gofpel to Fefus at Ferufalem,
and of the Alcoran to anmnet at Mecca. For, fay
they, Seir are the Modntains of Ferufalem where
~ Fefus appeared, and Pharan the Mountains of Mec-
" cawhere Mabomes appeared. But they are here
much out in their Geography ; for Pharan (¢) isa
City of Arabia Petrea, near the Red-Scs, towards
the bottom of that Gulph not far from the Confines
of Egypt and .Paleftine, above five hundred Miles
> diftant from Mecca. It was formerly (f) an Eg‘-
‘feapal See under the Patriarch of Ferufalem, and ;
xmous for Theodorus (g) once Bithop of it, who was
the firft that in his Writings publifhed to the
World the Opinion of the AMonorhelises. It is at
this Day called (b) Fars. From hence the Defarts
lying from this City to the Borders of Paleftine, aré
«called the Defarts or Wildernefs of Pharan; and the

(d) Skareftani Safiodinus, Pocockii Spec. Hift. Arab. p.
18s. (e) Prolemy. ' (f) Geographia Sacra
- Caroli 4 San&o Paulo, p. 317. (g) A&a Concilii
Laterani fub Martino Papa. (b) Carolus 3 Sancta
Paslo ubi fypra.- Greegraphia Nubienfis, Clins. 3. Part 3¢

Mountaing
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Mountains lying in'it, the Mountains of Pharan, in .
Holy Scripture, neat which Aufes firft began to re-
peat, and more clearly explain the Liw to the Chil-
‘dren of Ifracl before his Deaths and- to that refers
the Text above-mentioned. -~ .
* Pfat. 30.v. 2. We have it, Out of Sion, the Perfe-
{tion of Beauty, God bath [bined. Which the Syriac
Verfion veads thus, Out of Sion God hath [bewed 4 Gls-
riows Crown. From whence fome ick Tranfla-
tions having exprefled the two laft Words by Edli-
lan Mabmuday, i. e. an Honourable Crown 3 ‘by Mab-
mudan, they underftand the Name of Aabomer,
and o read the Verfe thus, Out of Sion bath Ged
Jhewed the Crown of Mahomet. \

Ifsiab, c.21. v.7. We read, and be [aw 4 Chari-
ot with a couple of Horfemen, a Chariot of Affes, and &
Chariot of Camels. But the old Latin Ferfion hath it,
Es widit currum duorum Equitum, Afcenforem Afini,
& Afcenforem Camels : i.e; And be [aw & Chariot
two Horfemen, a Rider upon an Afs, and a Rider
& Camel. Where by the Rider upon an 4fs, dqw’;
underftand Fefus Christ, becaufe hedid fo ride to
Ferufalem ; and by the Rider on the Camel, Adabo-
met; becaufe he was of the Arabians, who ufed to
ride upon Camels. o
.+ Fobs 16. V. 7. Our Saviour tells his Difciples, ﬁ
80 not away, . the Comforter will. not come. unto you;
sf I depart, I will fend him unte you. - By the or-
sor; the Mabamerans will have their: Prophet: '
waes to be hete meant ; and therefore.among other
Titles which they give him in their Language, one
is Paraciet, () Which i the Greek Word here ufed

9 Al Jaonabi, Posockii Spcim, Hifh Arsb. p. 193,
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g e e it
: alf fay t the very Name ;
both bere awd. irt other mm'utwl, wabexs
g:ﬂy mentdoned, but that the

lice have blotted it out, amd ‘vorupted thofe
Holy Wri*ﬁ::gss atd thav dt Pwris there is a'(k)
Copy of thefé Go/pels without thefe Gorruptions,
#n which the Oolting of Mubome: is forerodd in fou -
wveral Places, wich his' Name exprefly mentioned in
thetm. And fome fuch thing they tid need to fiy,

.- 2o juttify she impudent Lyc of this fmpeiter, who

inthe Sixty firft Chapter of his Aftoran, entitled,
™ er of Bustle, hath thefe \Words, Remember
that Jefus the Son of Mary faid to stie Children of 1f
sael, 1 am the Meffemger of God, be bath [ems we to
sonfirm the Ol Teftament, owd to deslare wars you,
mmmnrrqm‘ﬁw mey whafe Neome
JoakbcMahomet. - ‘
.. There ncuds no Aafwer to confute thefe o
The Abfurdlty of them is fufficiently expofed, by
baitly relating them. And finte they could find
awting -¢lfe ‘in ‘all the Books of the O/d and New
Tesbhmens ©0 Wtelt t0 thei .putpoft, but- thel
(Texis above mendoded, which are do. every Man’s
apprehending fo exceedingly wide ofF dts - thefe
Wh;w-at :I;: alt 2 Hiftance tbet&ti& Word mc;rfGog
is'from this: s dmpofiwre, and how much -1t
-id-ﬁitstg:armq:q therebo: L\ - L1
- Ald thue firil-hizve laid ?cehm.ad &a&ly and
yﬁcnlm'lyas"igo@d, out of tixe et Aurhors thme
T 13 ARSI Vi vl ©oot
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treat of this Jimpostor, all that is credibly related of
him, ang thofe cthOd;a wl;ich he took for the fra-
ming and propagating that Impious For, which
he hgath impofec% upo% fo large a part ggl’lankind
as have been deluded thereinto. And what is my
Defign in the prefent publifhing hereof, is fhewn
in the enfuing Treatife.
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whole Gofpel of FefwsChrist, 1 durft fay (fo fure X
- am of the contrary) that for the fike hereof I will
give you all you contend for, and yield you up the
whole Caufe. And therefore that we may through=
1y examine the Matter, 1 will lay, down, in the
firft Place, What an J; is; 2dly, What are
infeparable Marks amd Charafters of it; Amd
3dly, That none of thefe Marks can belong to the
Gdfpel of Fefus Christ. A‘nd when I have done this,
1 hope I fhall convince all fuch of you, who have
" not totally abandon’d your felves to your Infidelity,
That the Gofpel of Fefud Chriit is that.Sacred Teuth
of God, which you are al) boind to believe.” <
An Impofture, taking the Word in the full Latie
tude of its Signification, may denote any Lye or
Cheat, wher.etxeone Man impofeth upon another.
Bat ifis moft Trequently ufed'to expréfs Fich €hems
ss &re impos® on us' by thofe, who copie iwith falle
Charatters of themfelves, pretending to ‘b. what
they are not, in order to delude and deceive. -And
when this Charatter, which is thys falfly affunrd, is
no_Tefs than a pretended Embaffy from Heavén,
and ‘under the Creditof it a New Religion is deli-
¥erd to the World as coming’ from Ged, whichi is
nothing “elfe - but a Forgery, invented by the firf
Propagators of it, toimpofe a Cheat upon Man-
kind, it amdunts to be an Jmpeffure in that Senfe,
i which you would have the Gofpel of Fefus Chvist
to.befiach. And in this Senfe it is to be andértood
in the Controver{y betwéen us; fo that the whale
Qteeftion which we are to examine into, ‘s, Whe=
siver the Chwifler . Religion be ‘a Truth really given
mito ‘us bY:Digine Révelation from God our Creatsr
ot elfe u meer Homan Invention, contrived by the
" firlt Propagarérs of it, to impofe a Cheat upon Man-
kind. And when | have fully difprov’d the latter:
- A part
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art of this Quefbion, That the Chriftian Religion
gnnqt be fucl%lm“ti?n con‘tri'vj’d‘j::)“cheat %nd
impofe upon us, that will fufficiently prove the
former, that it muft be that Divine Truth, which
‘all we that are Chriftians firnily believe it ¢o be.

That it is poffible fach a Cheat amiay be_impofed
tpon Men, cannot be denyd. It ‘is fofficiedtly
-prov’d in the foregoing Hiffory, which is a very
-full Inftarice of it; and I have laid it before you for
this vety Purpofe, that you may thetein fee cleatly
delineated and difplay’d in all its propet Colours,
the whole Nature of the Thing, which you char
our Foly Religion with. All that 1 contend for, g
Fhat if Christianity be fuch an Impesture as we al
acknowledge the "Religion of Mabemei to bes iﬁ
muft be juft fuch another thing as that is, with g
the fame Marks, Charafters and Propetties of an
‘Imposture belonging thetetd ; and that if done of
thofe Marks, Chatafters, ot Propetties can be dis
fcovered in it, it muft bea cleat Exiftion of the
whole Charge, and manifeftly .‘13"’"‘ That dur
Holy- Religion canriot be that Thing which you
would have it be. For our ofily way of knowing
Thirigs, is by theit Marks and Properties 3 atid it

s'by them ogly that we-can difcover what the Na:
tare of them is. It isonly by the Maiks and Pros
- perties of a Man, that we know a Man from an-
bther Lividg Creature, fot we cantiot fee the Eft
fences of Things. And fo it miift be only by the
Marks and. Properties of an Imposture, that we can
know an Impoftare from that which is a teal Ttuth
when attefted unto' us. And a8 wheie we fin
_ tione of the Marks and Propetties of a Mar, -we
affuredly know that eannot be a Man, how much
foever any one may tell us that it is: So where we _
find fone of the Markis; and Properties of an Jme

3 « pofture
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posture, we may afliredly” know that cannot be an
Imposture,- how much foever you, or any other like
you, may aflert it {o ta be. Co

Now the-Marks and Charatters which 1 look on
to be infeparable from every fuch Impoesture, are
thefe following : 1. That it muft always Fave for
its end fome carnal Intereft. 2. That it can have
:none but wicked Men for- the Authors of it. 3.
+ That both thefe mnft neceflarily appear in the ve-
1y Contexture of the-Impofture it felf. 4. That it
can never be fo fram’d, but that it muft-contain
fome palpable Falfities, which will difcover the
Falfity of all the reft. . That where-ever it is
firft . propagated, it muft be dope by Craft and = _
:'Frau(?. . 6. That when entrufted with many Con-
fpiraters, it can never be long conceal’d. And, 7.
That it can never be eftablifh’d, unlefs back'd with
Force and Violence.” That all thefe muft belong
t0 every Jmpofture, and all particul.rly did fo to
Moahomesifm ; apd that none of them can be char-
ged -upan Chriffianity, is what 1 fhall now proceed
to fhew you : Of each of them in their Order.

R SECTE L - .
. L.-That every Impofture muft- have for its end
Jowe <arnal Intereft, isa thing fo plain and evi-
dent, that.I fuppofe it- will not aced much Proof.
For to impofe a Cheat, upon :Mankind, and in a
Matter of. that great. Impogtance, as all that have
any Religion,; hold that to be, is a thing of that
.Difficulty. to compafs, and of that Danger to at-
tempt, that it cannot be conceiv’d, why any one.
_fhould put himfelf upon fuch a Defign, that doth
not propofe fome very valuable Advantage to him-
felf in the Succefs. To cheat one Manis not al-
ways {o eafy a Matter, nor is it without its lg/hg
PN oo chiets
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¢hiefs and Inconveni®hcies in the Diftovery. Buf
to cnterfprize a Cheat ‘upon ‘all Mankind, and in a
thing of that Importance, as the introducing of a
‘new Religion, and the- abolithing of the Old one,
(to which fo many both by Caftom and Education
will be always zealoufly affeted, be it what it will)
muft be an Undertaking of the greateft Difficulty
and Hazard imaginable. - ‘For whoever engageth
himfelf infoch a Plot of Imipifture, muft onavoid-
ably meet with many ftrong Oppofitions to ftrug-
gle with in the Management of it, - which will con-
tinually put his Thoughts upon the Rack, “to findt
out Devices to furmount them, and'his Body to-
inceffant Pains and Labour to'bring thetr ifito Exe-
cution ; and for  the éffefting hereof, *he'muft have:
fomre Corifidents to affift him, fore to heip fors
ward 'the Défign,” whom he muft truftt withi the Se<
eret of it, and the moré Yie hath of foch; the niore:
he hazards all to a Diftovery. - And all this while
his Mind-will be fil’d with anxious Cares, and his'
Thoughts diftratted withi' many aneafyand 3ffiight-
* ing’ Apprehenfions (as is ufaal with Men on wicked:
Defigns) dbout the Siiccef§, and every Railure will
expoie him to that terrible Revenge fromthofe he'
attempts to. delude, as fiich a Villany, whenever®
detedred, ‘moft joftly-deferves. This ‘was Mabo~
-met’s Cafe all the while he was propagativg his Im=
pofture at>Mecca, and fo.it tmult be:of -every other-
fuch Imraﬁor alfo. .And when a Man puts himfelf
upon all this, the Nature of -the Thing tanifeftly-
Jeads us to conclude,’ he muft propofe fomething to
himfelf hereby, which may make him amends for
all in the refult. For when fo- much is. put to ha+
zard, Men do not ufe'to do it for nothing.- . There
muft always be fome greatIntereft in the Bottom -
of fuch 4 Defign, famething that the Updertaker
A K3 =7 vyalues

y.
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values at a more than ordinary Rate, to make him
engage in fo exceeding difficult and_dangerous an
Enterprize. For where-ever the Venture is great,
it muft be taken for granted there is an End pro-
pofed, which in the Eftination of the Venturer, ig
equivalent thereto. What. it was that put 2she-
set on_his Jmpafiure, the foregoing Hiffory of his -
* Life fufficiently fhews 5 it was bis Ambition and his
Luft. Tohave the Sovervignty over his Country,
to gratify his Ambition ; and as many Women ag
he pleafed to fatiate his Luft, was what he.aim’d
at; and to gain himfelf a Party for the compaffing
- of this, was the grand Defign of that new Religion
which he invented, and the whole end and Reafort
~ of hisimpofing it on thofe he deluded thereinto,
And whoevwer parfues the-like Method, muft <ers
tajnly. have fome fuch. End init; it being totally
+ incredible that any ong fhould take upon -him the
. Trouble; Fatigue; and-Danger of carryiag on fhch
a Cheat only for cheating fake. But here ‘we
challenge ail the Enemics of that bely Reljgion, which
we profef, -t find ont . aay thing like this in- the.
* Gdfpel of Fafus_Chrift; any thing that favours of
worldly Intesefty either in him the firft Foupder of
our Faith, orinany of" his befy Apoftles, who - were
the firft Propagators of it. - #umnue, one of the moft
zealous Chdmpions of Impicty thut ever appeard
againft the Chriftian Caufe (for he dy’d a Martyr.
for it) hath-ttempted this « But after the meft ace

" eurdte angd. diligent Search which fo keen ai Adver-

" fary could make; he was forcd to give up the .
Point; and plainly acknowledge, that in the
whole Series of the Hiffory and A&tions of .our S4-
* ooy, he conld not find- any thing thag he could
charge with fecular Intereft of Defign to blaft him
pr bis Rdgionich, ~ Apd i You will rene_the
G ab st st Solll R Rl R Lt
. - el
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fame Attempt, tho' you extend theRyquiry much
farther, even to his Apaftfes, and all he reft of his
Djfeiples, wha firft preached this hefy Religion tq the
. World, anq take in to your Afliftance a)l the Ene-
mics of it 5 affter the ftriGeft Scrutiny. ghat you can
make, yop will never h3gve any bettes. Succefs

herejge:er o 0 R '
.. For. Bad our Sewiogr’s. Defign been to foduce the
People for his awn Ingereft; he mugt have taken
the fame Courfe that other Seducers doj . He:mult
have flagter’d -them in. their Humours, and:form'd
his Doétrines to their.Fancies ; courted thofe that
‘were in greateft Authority and Eftesm with them,
and made .jt his Bufines moftly to preach againgt
and decry thofe who were leaft in their Favous,
and ftpdyd and pradis'd all other fich Arts of Po-
‘pylagity, whereby he might beft infispate into
their goad liking, and gain that Intereft with them,
as might be fufhicient to ferve his Purpofe, and ob-
,tat,i‘n %EM&’M’;@& Thefe w::ée hghs,}\detll;:ds
- Wheredy Mgvomet Bril propagated his Jumpofture,
and thefe ‘are they. which al%, others mnft take,
whefe Purpofe it is to deceive the People... But our
Savigur.in. every particular afted contrary heteto;
which fufficiently %rove,s that he had no fuch Defign
to compafs. For he freely preached agpinft what-
ever he fopnd blamable in the People, fpared not
their belowed Errors, or fram’d his Dodrines to
indulge them in any one evil Pralice,how. predomi-
nant foever amongft them, and was o far. from
courting thofe in the greateft Authority and E-
fteem with them, that he was moft fharp and bit-
‘ter againft them above all others, wham they moft
ldoliz’d, I mean the Scribes and Pharifees : For e,
- 0n 3l Oggafions, deteded their Hypoorifies, and laid
Ce B4 © . . epeR
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open their évil Pra@iets, and in the fevereft Man=
ner rebuk’d and condemn’d them for their Iniquity
therein, ‘even to the preferring and juftifying be-
fore them-: the wicked Publicans, who for their
Bxattions ahd Oppreffions upon thePeople in their
gathering  the publick Taxes, were held among
them the moft hated of Men, and the worft-of Sin=

. mers.- - Ahd therefore, tho® his Miracles often dtew

their Admiratien and their Applaufe on the one
‘band, his DoGrines and his Preachings as faft: alie-
nated them from: him on the other ; -fo that thofé
very fame Men, who; for the fake of the former,
follaw'd him often in Multitudes, and were' ready
0 acknowledge him t6-be-the Meffias, - were as viok
Jently [et againgt him at other Times, for the fake
-of the latter;-and at’ Jaft'crucified: him on'‘the-ac-
‘count-théreof  And:is- i’ pofiible-to coneeive that
-he wlhio - toek “all- thofé Gogﬁ’cs {o contrary to the
-Humour of .the People, ‘without regafding ‘how
:much they. tended to exafperate themdgainft Kim,
.fhould have any Interefe or Defign of his own to
ferve himfelfof them? <~ = -~ - T T
WHhien-our Saviour took upon hith to be the:Afef-

. fias' that. was promis’d, ‘had he done it’only as an
* Impoftor; -to promote a Sccular Intereft gnd Defign
-of hisown, he would certainly have affund that
Chara&er according to thofe Notions in which the
Fews:-oxpeQted-him.  Fér in -this Caft the ExpeQta-
-tion of the People muft have been' the grand Mo-
tive to-the Finpofture, and their looking for fuch a
- Meffias to come, the main inducing Reafor of his
-putting himfelf thereon; and thereforé tq be fure,
ad he been an Impoftor; he would have offer’d: him-
felf to them' no otherwife than juft Tach -2 Meffias
"as thejp Notions of him weuld have him' to be;
ignd there arg two fpecial Reafons which id é:;'s
' M8
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Cafe would-have determin’d ‘him hereto. 1. Be:

xcaufe thofe Notions offer’d to him the higheft fecu-

lar Interelt that could be attained nnto: And,

2. Becaufe the fuiting of his Pretenfions exattly ace -

" cording to them, would have been‘ the readieft

and" moft likely way for him tocarry the Intereft,

‘whatever it was; which you may fuppofe hiin to

‘haveaimd at: = .

. -+ And, firft, the Notions which'the ¥aws had of
the Meffias, offer’d him the higheft fecular Intereft
that conld be attain’d’ unto; and therefore to. bé
fire, when he took upon' him to'be that Meffias,
had 'he done it only as an Jmpoffor; for ‘a fecular In-
-tereft; he would have laid hold of that Intereft of-
ferd, and under the’Charalter which he affam’d;'
‘moft certainly have claimed all that which accor-
ding to thofe Notions the Meffi« was to have. For
this was ‘nothing lefs than' a moft ‘glorious fecular
Kingdom ; the” ExpeQations of “the Fews being

“-then concerning thisMatter the fame, as they have
ever fince continued amongft them; that the M;/'e
fas * was to be a fecular Prince, who was to deli«
ver them from their Enemiés, and” reftore the
‘Kingdom of David at Ferufalem, apd there reign in
great Glory and Splendor over the.whole Honfe of
-Ifrask. .And what greater or- movedefirable Inte-
xeft “can -this World' afford, than fuch a State of
“Advancement ?-And what is there that is more

T . )
+ * Tbe Meflias fhall come-and reflore the Ringdom of the Houfe of
David tq the antient State of its former Daminion, and fball rebuild
the Yemple, and gather togetbar the difperfed of Ifxael ; and then fhall
pe're-eRtablifbed the Legal Rites and Conflitutions, as in former Yimes3
" @and  Sacrifices fhall be offer’d, and the Sabbatical Tears and Fubilees
- @bfervd, according to every Precept deliver’d in the Law. Maima-
ides in Yad Hacbazekah in Trad, de Regibus & Bellis eorum,
2B }_I:Lﬁ.&. ) o o :
yalud
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walo’d and efteem’d in the Qpinion of all Mankind,
than the Attainment thercof? And a¢ that Time
when our Savieur firft appear’d an his Mfus, there
was the mofk favourable Juncture that could effer
it felf, for his. fetting up for al) this : For thenthe . -
Reople of the Fews being fallen nnder the Yoke of
the Roman Government, apd alfo grown very imy
patient under it, ‘entertain’d a gehera] BxpeQation
of the {peedy-Coming of the Adeffias, undes ¢hat
Charalter of a Tempordl Prince, which'they had cone
ceited- of him, to deliver them from this Bondage,
and by conqugring thofe who. fubjected them there-
1o, again reflore the Ki:;dam of Ifrael- And thefe
Hopes had thep taken. otfremon of thejr Minds,
and they were: al} o full of the, that everyone
Sieod in 3 migoer ready and prepar'd to join with
?q,. whof; ggg‘ fhould take .upan: himto be tk

erfon,. as: {uliciently. appeareth not anly from
the &;iptuﬂ,‘g‘,;gbqgal_ﬁ ;i‘r)om the Hiftery which g:
S L T T ofepbas
_ﬂ_-;‘ . . Gy . ’v: s i e . . B -

I R Rt ) - R
- F Mark 15, vy ‘Luke 2. v. 38,897, 24, ¥. 31. 485 1.4
fx"zm all which ﬁg;gg%onnpued wg’ethcr,zi appears that ;h'q{e
as' among ‘the’ $ewd, io-the Time of ' oyr Saviour, 2 general
Expeiciqn Of the:[peedy Coming of the Miffas, and this
2heir Notion. s af 1 Temporal Deliverdnee and 2 Tempa-
‘wal Reforatien of she Kingdom. of Zasl s be pifeited hy
him.. And this Expedtation was it.which-made the Mulsi
‘tude fo ready o joln themfelvesto Theudas, ind after to’ Fudas
of Galilee, of whom meation is made 485 5. v. 36, 37, and
_ter thattoan Egyptian Jew, A&s 21.v. 38, on thejr pretending
xo'bb the Perfons from whom this Deliverance was expected,”
« *) Joftpbus not onty makes mention of TYbeudas, and Fudas
of Galilee, and the' Egyptian, of whom we haye an account in
“Scripture, Antig.'lib, 29. c. 2,1 6. bug alfo of feveral others,
who on' the fam¢ Pretences found the Multitude ready to join
“themfelves unto them, Antig. lib. 20, c, 6, 7.1 de Bello Fuq
o, 1.7. 0. 31, As i alfo Barchothas i the Reign of Adri
Lo S e
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ofephus wrote of thofe Times. - And therefore had

our Seviesr, by taking upon him to be the Mefics,
aim’d only, as an Impofior, at 2. fecular Intereft,
What Reafon can be given, why he fhould not with
the Name of the Meffias, have alfo claimed this

raid Intereft.of a Kmgdom, which,-accarding te
the Opinion of all thoé who expedted a M:g‘w,
belong’d thereto 2 Or why he fhould mot in fo far
vaurable a Junctute, as was then offer'd for it, have
ggﬂ'eﬂ%d himfelf thereof ? But he was o far from

ing either of thefe, tbat he wav'd: bpth, and not

only omitted this Opportunity of. poflefling himfe]f
- of this Kinﬁ‘dm, but alfc renoun¢’d and :lsnﬁ:lahn’d

the whole thereof. For inftead: of Jaying any Pre+
tence to it, be fet himfelf to confute thofe very
Notions which gave-it unto him, aad.to conviace
~ the People that they were miftakea in them, and

thereby overthrew all that which offered unto him
the hishe{t Secular Intereft which the -Men of this
World ufe to-aim at. And not only fo, but ads
vanc’d in the ftead of thofe Errors, fuch Do&rines
goncerning the Meffias as were not only without all

Y

Dodtrine of the Fews concerning this Mateer, might give an
Bun an Handle to offer as it. For, faith he, the Mefias isn
? be known by Signs or Wonders (for he is to work non
ut only by Canqueft. And therefore his  Words are;
there arifeth a King of the Houfe of David who is ftudious of the
Law, and diligent in obferving the Precepts of it, as was David big
Fatber s that is,not only of the Law, which is written, but of the Ordl
@lfo, and inclineth all 1fvael to walk therein, and vepdirs the Breachek,
" qnd fights the Battles of tbe Lord, this Perfon may be prefim'd. to be
the Meffias. But\if be profpers in what be undertdkes, and [ubdues
all the neighbouripg Nations round about bim, and ve-builds the San-
@asry in its former Place, and gathers sogetber the difperfed of Ira-
®l, then be is for certain the Meffias. Maimonides in Yad Ha-
ghazckah Tragh de Rogibus & Bellis coram, ¢ 14. fi8. 4.

manacr

én the Roman Emp;ror. . And what Mamtamde: delivers of tli
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manner of Worldly Intereftin them, but all Jes
velPd' dire@ly oppofite thereto. For he taught
them, that the Kingdom of the AMeffias was not a
Temporal, but a Spirstual Kingdom ; that he was not

- to be a Judgeand a Ruler over them in the Secular
Affairs of this World, and the Pomp and Glory
thereof, but to govern and dire® their Hearts
within by the Power of his Holy Spirit, in order
to: conform them to that Law -of Righteoufnefs,
which might fit them to reigi with him- in the
Kingdom ¢f ‘Hverlafting Glory Hereafter. Apd-
therefore when “the Fews, béing convincd by his
wonderful ' Works that he was: the Meffias, would
Have taken'him by Force and made him their Xing;
be withdrew from among them to difappoint the
Defign. 'And'when interrogated by Pilare, he tol
him his Kingdom was not of this World. "And haif
Ke aim'd‘at any ‘fach Thing, -he would never have
tavght fach Dodrines-of himfelf; which fo diredly
overthrew' alt that which gave him the moft fa-
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