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thofe who dwelt in Mefopotamia, about 500 years after Chritt,
according to the account which the Jewith writers give of
them. But ‘there are feveral things contained in the latter,
which feem to refer to a much later date.” Thefe three, with
the two Chaldee paraphrafes of Onkelos and Jonathan, are

the ancienteft books which the Jews' have, next the Bible.’

For how much noife foever may be made about their Rabbi-
nical writers, theie are none of them above feven hundred
years old. There are fome of them indeed lay cliim to a
much ancienter date, but: without any reafon for it.

_ GREEK AUTHORS. .
Anxs'ronus Ethica and Politica. '

Bartholomei Edeflfeni Confutatio Hagarem, a Greek tra&
againft Mahoretifm, publithed by Le Moyne among his Va-
ria Sacra. The author was a monk of Edeffa in Mefopotauua.
In what age he lived doth not appear.

_Cantacuzenus contra Seftam Mahometicam. This book

contains four apologies for the Chriftian religion, and four

orations againft the Mahometan. The author had been em-
peror of Conftantinople, but refigning his empire to John
Palzologus his fon-in-law, A. D. 1855, he retired mtp 3 mo-
naftery, where being accompanied by Meletius, formerly called
Achzmemid, whom he had converted from Mahometifm to
the Chriftian religion, hg there wrote thls book for the faid
Meletius, in anfwer to a letter wrltten to ‘him by Sampfates, a
Perﬁan of Hifpahan, to reduce lnm back agam to the Maho-
metan fuperftition.

Cedreni Compendium Hiﬁoriarum', an Hiftory from the
beginning of the world, to the year of our Lord 1057.,

Chryfoftomi Homilie. - - . .

\e -
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Confotatio Mahometis, 3 Greek trat, publified by Leé
Moye among his Varia Sacea ; the amthor not known. -
Dionyfii Halicarniflei Antiquitates Romane.

Eefebii Hiftoria Ecclefiaftica, and Praparatio Evangelica.. -~

Hierocles, the Fomenter atid chief manager of the temth
perfecution againft the Chriftians. He was firft governor of
- Bithynia, and after of Egypt, in beth which places he per«
fecuted the Chriftians with the utmoft faverity 3 and not con=
tent herewith, he .alfo wrote two books againft them, whicly
he called Adyss paribenss wherein,- among other things, he
compared Apollonius Tyaneus with Jefus Chrift, and endea-
voured to prove him, in working of miracles to have been
* equal to him ; to which particular Eufebius wrote an anfwer,
which is ftill extant among his works ; but thefe books of Hi-

erocles are now wholly loft, excepting fome ﬁ'agments pre~.

ferved in the faid anfwer of Eufebins.

Jofephi Antiquitates Judaciz, anid de Bello Judaico.

Origenes contra Celfum.

Philo¢tratus de Vita Apollonii Tyanel

Phlegon Trallianus, a freed man of Adrian the Emperor,
He wrote a Chronicon or hiftory, which he cafled the hiffory
of the OTmypnads It contained 229 Otympiads, whereof ther
1aft ended in the fourth year of the Emperor Antonius Pius.
But there is nothing of this wotk now extant, except fome
~ few fragments, as they are now preferved in fuch authors a¢

have quotedit. Thatrelating to the eclipfe of the fun at our

Saviour’s crucifixion is preferved in Enfebius’ Chronicon, and
is alfo made mention of by Origen, in his 85th" tra& on St,
Matthew’s gofpel, and in his fecond book: againft Celfus. -
Plato. ‘
Plutarchi Vite.
- Strabonis Geographia.
8ocratis Schola{hcx Hiftoria Ecdeﬁamcz
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. Sozomeni Hiftoria Ecclefiaftica.

Theophanis Chronographia ; this is one of the Byzantine
hiftorians, and contains a Chronological Hiftory of the Ro-
man ire, from the year of our Lord 285 to the year 819,
The author was a nobleman of Conftantinople, where he was
firft an officer of the Imperial court, but afterwards turning
monk wrote this hiftory. He was born A. D. 758, and A. D.
815 died in prifon in the ifland of Samothracia, a martyr for
image-worfhip, for which he had been a zealous champion in
- the fecond council of Nice:

Zonarz Compendium Hiftoriarum. Another of the By~
zantine hiftorians. It contains an hiftory from the beginning
of the world to the death of Alexius Comnenus, emperor of
Conftantinople ; which happened A. D. 1118, when the au-
thor flourithed. He was firft a prime officer of the Imperial |
court at Conftantinople; but afterwards became an Ecclefisf-
tick, and is the fame who wrote the Cornment on the Greek
Canonss , [

-~

.LATIN AUTHORS ANCIENT AND MODERN:

A i Marcellini Hiftorla.

Anaftafii Bibliothecarii Hiftoria Ecclefiaftita. The author
"was a prieft of the church of Rome, and library-keeper to the
Pope. He flourithed about the year of our Lord 870.

Bellonii Obfervationes de Locis ac Rebus Memorabilibus in
Afia. This bogk was firft publithed in French, A. D. 1558,
snd after In Latin, A. D. 1589.

Bacharti Hierozoicon. .

Bufbequii Epiftale, the author was ambaffador from the
Emperor Ferdinand the Firft to the Pom, from whence ha

wrote his epiftles.
* Ff
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Buxtorfii Lexicon Rabbinicum.

Buxtorfii Synagoga Judaica.

Caroli a San€to Paulo Geographia facra, five Notitia antiqua
Epifcopatuum Ecclefix Univerfz. Lutetiz Parifiorum, A. D.
1641, - : R

Elenardi Epiftolz. The author of thefe epiftles was the
moft famous grammarian of his age. Out of love to the Ara-
bic tongue, he went to Fez, on purpofe to learn it, A. D. 1540,
when well advanced in years, from whence he wrote many
things in his epiftles, of the manners and religion of the Ma-
hometans. He died at Granada in Spain as foon as-he
returned. ’ ' .

Cufani Cribratio Alcorani. The author of this book was-
the famous Nicolas de Cufa, the eminenteft fcholar of the
age in which he lived. In the year 1448 he was made cardi--
nal of Rome, by the title of St. Peter’s ad Vincula, and died

"A. D. 1464, about ten years after the Turks had taken Con-

ftantinople. 'Which feems to have given him the occafion of
writing this book, that {o he might provide an antidote againft
that falfe religion, which on that fuccefs had gotten fo' great
an advantage for its farther fpreading itfelf in thofe parts of
the world. For it appears by the dedication, that this book
was not written till after the lofs of that city ; it being dedi-
cated to Pope Pius Secundus, who entered not on the papacy
till the Turks had been about three years in pofleffion of it.
Abrahami Ecchellenfis Hiftoria Arabim. This book' is
fubjoined to his Chronicon Orientale, in two parts, colleted
out of the Arab writers. The author was a Maronite, of
mount Libanus in Syria, and was employed as profeflor of the-

. Oriental languages in the college de propaganda Fide at Rome,

from whence about the year 1640, he was called to Paris, to

- affift in’ preparing the great Polyglott Bible for the prefs,

which was there publifhing, and made the king’s profeffor of
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‘the Oriental languages in that city. The part afligned him in
this work, was that which they had before employed Sionita
in, 2 man’of thorough abilities to perform it; but on fome
diftafte taken againft ‘him, they difcharged him, and fent to
" Rome for Ecchellenfis ; of whofe performance herein a learned -
‘Sorbonift makmg a cenfure, truly fays, © Ibi peccatum eft to-
¢ ties dc tam enormiter in apponendis vocalibus & apiculis, ut
< quod ibi primum inter legendum occurrerit, furhmam fapere
¢ videatur Tyronis alicujus ofcitantiam.” He was indeed a
man but of little accuracy in the learning which he profefled;
and thews himfelf to be a very futilous and injudicious wnter,
in moft of that which he hath publifhed.
.. Abrahami Ecchellenfis Eutychius vindicatus ;. which book is
in two parts; the firft written againft Mr. Selden’s Eutychii
Patriarche ‘Alexandrini Ecclefiz faz Origines ; and the fecond
againft Hottinger’s Hiftoria Orientalis. ' The greateft {kill
which he fhews in this book, is in railing. It 'was puhhfhed
at Rome A. D. 1661.
Forpefit Inftructiones Hiﬁonco Theologlcze, publifhed at
Anmfterdam, 1645. '
Fortalitium Fidei, a book written in defence of the Chnfhnd
religion againft the Jews, Mahometans, and other adverfaries.
The author takes occafion to. acquaint us, Lib. 2. Confidera-
tione 6. Hzref. 5. that he was at work in writing this book
“A. D. 1458 ; and the title of the firft printed edition tells us)

that it was finifhed the year’ following, .and thit the author
+ was an eminent do&tor of the order of the Francifcan friars
It was printedt firft at Nuremberg, A. D. 1494, and after that
at Lyons, A. D. 1525. But in'all thefe editions the name of
the author being fupprefled, fome have called it the work of
‘William Toton, who was anly the editor of the fecond edition ;
and others have afcribed it to others. But Mariana, in the
fecond tome of his Spani(hFI';i{;tory, lib. 22. cap. 18, tells us,



228 AN ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHORS

the true author of the Dook was Alphonfus Spina, @ Francif-
can friar of Caftile in Spain, who from a Jew turning Chriftian,
entered himfelf of that order, and after, by feveral advances,
came to be a bifhop in that kingdom. But the prefent gene-
ral of the Jefuits, notwithftanding the authority of this great
man of his order, in a book lately publithed by him againft
the Mahometan religion, fiill aferibes it to William Totom.
But the book is of better ufe to acquaint us with the do&trines
and opinions of the Chriftians of that age, than to give us any
true light either of Mahomet or his religion. For in that
part which is levelled againft this impofture, too many of his
arguments are built upon fuch relations, both concerning it and
thé author thereof, as have no other bottom, but the miftaken
traditions of the vulgar.

Golii Notz ad Alfragani Elementa Aftronomica; which
are exceeding ufeful for the underﬂ:andxng of the geography
of the Eaft. The book was publifhed at Leyden, A. D. 1669.

Philippi Guadagnoli Apologia pro Chriftiana Religione,
contra Objectiones Ahmed Filii Zin Alabedin Perfie Afpahen-
“fis. Of which book I have already given an account in what
I have written of Ahmed Ebn Zin, againft whom it is written.
. Gentii Notz ad Mufladini Saadi Rofarium Politicum ; pub-
lifhed at Amfterdam, A. D. 1651.

Grotms de Veritate Chriftianz Religionis ; & Epiftole ad
Gallos.

- Hottingeri Hxﬂ:ona Orientalis. Of this book there are
two editions ; the firft A. D. 1651, and the fecond A. D.
1660, the latter is much enlarged. The authorwas profeflor
of the Oriental tongues, firft at Zurich in Swifferland, and af-
terwards at Heidelbergh; from whence being called to be
profeffor at Leyden, he was, while on his removal thither,
unfortunately drowned in the Rhine. He was a man of great
induftry and learning; but having written very much within
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the compafs of a few years (for he died young) his booh
want accuracy; though all of them have their ufe. .

Hiftoria Mifcella, 2 Roman hiftory begun by Eutropius,
continued by Paulus Diaconus, and finithed by Landulphm
Sagax.

Johannes Andreas de Confufione Secte Mahometanx. The -
suthor of this book was formerly an Alfaki, or 2 doftor of the
Mahometan law ; but in the year 1487, being at Valentia in
Spain converted to the Chriftian religion, he was received into
holy orders, and wrote this book in Spanifh againft the reli-
gion which he forfook ;. from whence it was tranflated into
Italian by Dominicus de Gazelu, A. D. 1540. And out of
that tranflation it was publifhed in Latin by Job?nnet Lauter-
bach, A. D. 1595, and re-printed by Voetius at Utrecht,
- A.D. 1656. He having thoroughly underftood the religion

which he confutes, doth much more pertinently write againft
it, than ' many others do that handle this argument.

Macrobii Saturnalia. .

Caii Plinii Secundi Naturalis Hiftoria.

. Caii Plinii Czcilii Secundi Epiftole.

" Pocock. The famous profeffor of the Hebrew and Arabic
tongues at Oxford; who was, for eminency of goodnefs, as
well as learning, the greateft ornament of the age in which he
lived, and God bleffed him with a long life to be ufeful thereto..
¥e was born A. D. 1604, and died at Chrift-Church in Oxz-
ford, in the month of September, A. D. 1691. He was for
‘above fixty years a conftant editor of learned and ufeful books :
‘The firft which he publithed, contains an edition of four of
the Catholic Epiftles in Syriac, i. e. the Second of St. Peter}
the Second and Third of St. John, and the Epiftle of St. Jude,
with verfions and notes, which was printed at Leyden, A. Ds
1630, by Voffius, to whom he prefented it the year before at
Oxford, on kis coming thither to fee that univerfity : and the
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laft was his Commentary on Joel, which came forth the yedr
in which he died. His Specimen Hiftoriz Arabicz, which I
frequently make-ufe of in-this trat, was publifhed A. b. 1650, .
and is 2 moft accurate and judicious colletion out of the befk
Arab writers, relating to the fubjet which he handles..

Richardi Confutatio Legis Saracenice. The 'author was a
Dominican friar; who in the year 1210, went to Bagdat, on
purpofe to ftudy the Mahometan religion out of their own -
books, in order to confute it; and on his return publifhed
this learned and judicious tra& concerning it. Demetrius
Cydonius tranflated it. into Greek for the Emperor Cantacu-
wenus, who makes great ufe of it, taking thence moft of that
which he hath of any moment in his four Orations againft the
Mahometan religion. From this Greek verfion of Demetrius
Cydonius it was tranflated back again into Latin by Bartholo~
meeus Picenus, which tranflation is publithed with the Latin
Alcoran of Bibliander, and that is all we now have of it, the
original being loft. This, and Johannes Andreas’ tra& -de
Confufione Sectz Mahometanz, are the beft of any that have
been formerly publithed by the Weftern writers on this argu-
ment; and beft accord with what the Mahometans themfelves -
teach of their religion. Others have too much fpent them«
felves on falfe notions concerning it, for want of an exa&
knowledge of that which they wrote againit.

Roderici Toletani Hiftoria Arabum. It contains an hiftory
of the Saracens'from the birth of Mahomet to the year of
our Lord 1 150. The author was archbifhop of Toledo in
$pain, and was prefent at the Lateran council, A. D. 1215
His hiftory, from the tenth chapter, is moftly confined to the
Saracens of Spain, and is but of little credit, where he relates
any thing of them out of that country. It was publithed with *
Erpenius’ Hiftoria Saracenica at Leyden, A. D..1625. i

)
i
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‘Shickardi Tarigh, feu Series Regum Perfarum, Tubinge,
-A. D. 1628.

Spanhemii Introdutio ad Hiftoriam Sacram, Amftel. A. D.
1694.

Scaliger de Emendatione Temporum, and Notz ejus ad
Sphzram Manilii.

Valerius Maximus. .

Vaninus, a famous Atheift. He was by birth a Neapolitan,
and came into France on purpofe to promote the impiety he
had embraced ; of which being convicted at Tholoufe, he ra-
ther chofe to become a martyr for it, than renounce it; and
" therefore was publicly burned in that city, A. D. 1619, per-
fifting to deny the being of a God with a wonderful obftinacy
even in thofe flames in which he perithed. He wrote-two
books ; the firft was publithed A. D. 1615, entitled Aterne
Providentiz Amphitheatrum ; and the other the next year
after, which is his Dialogi de Admirandis Naturz, in both"
which he ferves that caufe for the fake of which he died.

B - ¢ o

ENGLISH , AND FRENCH AUTHORS.

Purcras’ Pilgrimage.

Ricaut’s Hiftory of the Prefent State of the Ottoman
Empire.

‘Smyth’s Remarks upon the Manners, R.ehgnon, and Go-
vernment of the Turks.
* Thevenot’s Travels.

FINIS.





