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sence of Grentile persecution, or because the concers is
wearing out of itself, a comparison of their numbers at
different dates will show an evident decline. When
- Joseph was at the height of his power at Nauvoo, his
disciples in different parts of the earth were supposed
to number about 200,000 (including the families of
actual members, confined almost wholly to Great Brit-
ain and the United States). The Mormons themselves
boasted a much larger figure. In the Deseret Almanac
for 1853, the numbers are stated at 150,000; but how
one half of this is made up it is difficult to see. Tak-
ing 30,000 as the population of Utah, 4s given by the
same authority, and adding thereto 28,640, the num-
ber which Orson Pratt gives for the British Isles, after
taking out for deaths and excommunicated persons,
and we have, in round numbers, less than 59,000,
which leaves a balance of about 91,000 to be made up
from the United States, Sandwich Islands, &ec.; and
it is not probable that one eighth of that number can
be figured up, with the aid of Strangites and other
schismatics.

In Great Britain, the grand total in 1851 was given
at 30,747. 1In 1853 Orson Pratt gives it as follows:

¢ The Statistical Report of the Church of the Saints
in the British Islands, for the half year ending June
30, 1853, gives the following total: 63 conferences,
737 branches, 40 seventies, 10 high-priests, 2578 eld-
ers, 1854 priests, 1416 teachers, 834 deacons, 1776 ex-
communicated, 274 dead, 1722 emigrated, 2601 bap-
tized ; total, 30,690.”

Deducting excommunications, emigrants,and deaths,
we have 26,918. This, if not a decided falling off,
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shows at least a stand-still in a theatre of operations
heretofore remarkable for successful proselytism.

Again, the Deseret Almanac for 1853 gives “a little
over 30,000” as the then population of Utah. . Orson
Pratt states it in his *“Seer” at from ¢ thirty to thirty-
five thousand.” Some of the Gentile residents sup-
posed there might be between twenty-five and thirty
thousand ; my own observation fixed it at 25,000. It
appears from the minutes of the October Conference
(1853) that the Mormon population was 18,206. This
does not include the village of Toele, in Toele county,
.nor Mountainville, in Utah county ; but the population
of both would not exceed 300, adding which would
make 18,506, showing & decrease of about 5000 since
the winter of 1853.

‘While the numbers already gathered are on the de-
crease, causes similar to those which have produced
this result are also at work which must seriously in-
" terfere with the accession of new converts, especially
from civilized countries. Polygamy has proved to be the
Pandora’s box from which these troublesome plagues
have gone forth on their errand of mischief, and it
would seem that Hope itself had been permitted to
escape. Owing to dissensions which have grown out
of this institution, the missionary. establishment has
become much less effective, and, consequently, the pro-
gress of conversion is much more tardy than formerly.
‘When the Governor or one of his favorites casts a long-
ing eye upon the Bathsheba of & more humble brother,
who is unwilling to give her up, it gives rise to collis-
ions, jealousies, and hate, which more or less ruffle the
surface of Mormon harmony. In these cases, the hus-
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band is generally sent on a distant mission, that the
poacher upon his grounds may be rid of his opposition.
A case occurred in the fall of 1852. One Wells, the
Superintendent of the Public Works, and, withal, a
species of right-hand man, conceived a violent passion
for the sister of one of his six wives, who happened to
be married to another man. The husband was forth-
with appointed on a mission to Siam; but, fully un-
derstanding the true reason of his selection for so dis-
tant a post, he refused to go. This recusancy, how-
over, did not save his wife, who, during the ensuing
winter, was transferred to the harem of the favorite.

Again, men who are disposed to be turbulent, and
who may exercise an influence dangerous to the reign-
ing prophet, are sent to distant parts of the globe, to
keep them out of the way. Some, too, who have be-
come miserable sots, and otherwise burdensome, are
sent off, in the hope that they will die or reform. Two
were appointed to the mission in China in the spring
of 1853, one of whom was a wretched inebriate. These
men went to California, on their way to their post, in
the same train with us. At the sink of Mary’s River,
near the commencement of the forty-mile desert, was
one of those troublesome liquor stations which are be-
ginning to cluster the route, and at this place both of
these messengers of mercy became beastly drunk ; and
one of them, being quarrelsome in his cups, got into a
fight, and carried the unequivocal marks of the en-
counter in his face for some days.

Missionaries who are thus appointed more as a mat-
ter of policy at home than in reference to their effi-
ciency abroad, do not carry with them the same zeal

P
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which distinguished the early Mormons. They have,
too, a more difficult task to perform. They have not
-only to overcome the repugnance so strongly felt in all
Christian countries to polygamy, but to explain why
they have heretofore carried on a system of deception
in regard to its previous existence. From these and
other causes, it is not very likely that a larger number
of Saints than the present population of Utah will
ever be organized into a distinct community, and
these, it may well be foreseen, subject to a loss which
can not be repaired, must gradually sink away and
become lost in a better population. The American,
therefore, who is proud of his country, may reasonably
hope that the Union is not destined to be disgraced by
the admission of a state in which the licentious prac-
tices of Jewry and heathendom are made a part of its
religious institutions.
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CONCLUSION.

Early in May, 1853, we bade adieu to Great Salt
Lake City with a degree of pleasure which the reader,
if he has had the patience to peruse the foregoing pa-
ges, will readily appreciate, and started for California,
homeward bound. We joined a large cattle-train be-
longing to Messrs. Livingston and Kirkhead, under the
charge of Captain Howard Egan, an experienced
mountaineer. We traveled along the eastern shore of
Great Salt Lake, and around its northern extremity ;
looked into Oregon; climbed over the Goose Creek
Mountains ; threaded our way down the Mary’s River
to its sink; passed into Carson’s Valley, and wup its
river to its sources in the great Sierra Nevada; gazed
with wonder upon the sublime panorama of lofty
. mountain peaks and tremendous chasms to be seen
from the summit of that mighty range; and, finally,
descended from these snowy regions into the Italian
climate of California.

‘When we reached the valley of the Mary, the ordi-
nary emigrant road was found to be impassable, by
reason of the river floods, and our train was conducted
with great skill for some distance along the base of
the Humboldt Mountains, and from thence obliquely
to the river, making a divergence of about one hundred
and fifty miles. This led us over irregular. highlands
and through frightful gorges—a region, torn by earth-
quakes and scorched by voleanio fires, which had never
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before been traversed by a white man. Such a journey
was of course made up of numerous incidents which
can not be forgotten, and especially to be remem-
bered may be mentioned the numberless kindnesses
received from the proprietor (Mr. L.), the conductor,
and every member of the train; the freely-tendered
hospitalities of Colonel Reese, whose establishment in
Carson’s Valley reminds one of the comforts and con-
veniences of eastern life; and the friendly aid of Mr.
Edwin Woolly, the conductor of the Mormon train, of-
fered to, and gratefully received by, a small party of
us who had impatiently separated from our friends, and
were about entering the rugged defiles of the great
Sierra.

But, however interesting all these incidents may be
to the parties concerned, the reader, in view of the
multiplicity of published travels, will readily excuse
in this instance a more minute detail.
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REVELATION GIVEN TO JOSEPI SMITH, NAUVOO, JULY 12th, 1843.

VEeriLY, thus saith the Lord unto you, my servant Joseph, that in-
asmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand
wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abmhap), Isaac, and Jacob ;
as also Moses, David, and Solomon, my servants, as touching the prin-
ciple and doctrine of their having many wives and concubines : Be-
hold! and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching
this matter: therefore prepare thy heart to receive and obey the in-
structions which I am about to give unto you ; for all those who have
this law revealed unto them must obey the same ; for behold! I reveal
unto you a new and an everlasting covenant, and if ye abide not that
covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant
and be permitted to enter into my glory; for all who will have a
blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for
that blessing, and the congditions thereof, as was instituted from before
the foundations of the world ; and as pertaining to the new and ever-
lasting covenant, it was instituted for the fullness of my glory; and he
that receiveth a fullness thereof, must and shall abide the law, or he
shall be damned, saith the Lord God.

And verily I say unto you, that the conditions of this law are these:
All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances,
connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made, and en-
tered into, and sealed, by the Holy Spirit of promise, of him who is

_ anointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, and that, too, most
holy, by revelation and commandment, through the medium of mine
anointed, whom I have appointed on the earth to hold this power (and
I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the
last days, and there is never but one on the carth at a time on whom
this power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred), are of no
efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection from the dead;
for all contracts that are not made unto this end, have an end when
men are dead..
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Behold! mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God, and
not a house of confusion. Will I accept of an offering, saith the Lord,
that is not made in my name?! Or will I receive at your hands that
which I have not appointed? And will I appoint unto you, saith the
Lord, except it be by law, even as I and my Father ordained unto you,
before the world was! I am the Lord thy God, and I give unto you
this commandment, that no man shall come unto the Father but by
me, or by my word, which is my law, saith the Lord ; and every thing
that is in the world, whether it be ordained of men, by thrones, or
principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be,
that are not by me, or by my word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown
down, and shall not remain after men are dead, neither in nor after the
resurrection, saith the Lord your God ; for whatsoever things remain-
cth are by me, and whatsoever things are not by me, shall be shaken
and destroyed.

Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and he marry
her not by me, nor by my word, and he covenant with her so long as
he is in the world, and she with him, their covenant and marriage is
not of force when they are dead, and when they are out of the world ;
therefore they are not bound by any law when they are out of the
world ; therefore, when they are out of the world, they neither marry
nor are given in marriage, but are appointed angels in heaven, which
angels are ministering servants, to minister fdr those who are worthy
of a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory ; for
these angels did not abide my law, therefore they can not be enlarged,
but remain separately, and singly, without exaltation, in their saved
condition, to all eternity, and from henceforth are not gods, but are
angels of God forever and ever.

And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make
a covenant with her for time and for all etemity, if that covenant is
not by me or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed by the
Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom I have anointed and ap-
pointed unto this power, then it is not valid, neither of force when
they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the
Lord, neither by my word ; when they are out of the world, it can not
be received there, because the angels and the gods are appointed there,
by whom they can not pass ; they can not, therefore, inherit my glory,
for my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God.

And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my word,
which is my law, and by the new and everlasting covenant, and it is
sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of promise, by hinr who is anoint-
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ed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the keys of this priest-
hood, and it shall be said unto them, Ye shall come forth in the first
resurrection ; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resur-
rection ; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers,
dominjons, all heights-and depths, then shall it be written in the Lamb's
Book of Life that he shall commit no murder whereby to shed inno-
cent blood; and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder
whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all
things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them in time and through
all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world,
and they shall pass by the angels and the gods, which are set there, to
their exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their.
heads, which glory shall be a fullness and a continuation of the seeds
forever and ever.

Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall
they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue ; then
shall they be above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then
shall they be gods, because they have all power, and the angels are
subject unto them.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye abide my law, ye can not
attain to this glory; for strait is the gate, and narrow the way, that
leadeth unto the exaltation and continuation of the lives, and few there
be that find it, because ye receive me not in the world, neither do ye
know me. But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me,
and shall receive your exaltation, that where I am, ye shall be also.
This is eternal lives, to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus
Christ whom he hath sent. I am he. Receive ye, therefore, my law.
Broad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the death, and
many there &re that go in thereat, because they receive.me not, neither
do they abide in my law.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my
word, and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise according to
mine appointment, and he or she shall commit any sin or transgression
of the new and everlasting covenant whatever, and all manner of blas-
phemies, and if they commit no murder, wherein they shed innocent
blood, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into
their exaltation ; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be
delivered unto the buffetings of Satan, unto the day of redemption,
saith the Lord God.

The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven
in the world nor out of tho world, is in that ye commit murder, wherein
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ye shcd innoéent blood, and assent unto my death, after ye have re-
ceived my new and everlasting covenant, saith the Lord God ; and he
that abideth not this law can in no wise enter into my glory, but shall
be damned, saith the Lord.

I am the Lord thy God, and will give unto thee the law of my holy
pricsthood, as was ordained by me and my Father before the world
was. Abraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by revcla-
tion and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered
into his exaltation, and sitteth upon his throne.

Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of
his loins—from whose loins ye are, viz., my servant Joseph—which
were to continue so long as they were in the world; and as touching
Abraham and his seed out of the world, they should continue; both
in the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable
as the stars ; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the sea-shore, ye
could not number them. This promise is yours also, because ye are
of Abraham, and the promise was made unto Abraham, and by this law
are the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth
himself. Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham ; enter ye
into my law, and ye shall be saved. But if ye enter not into my law,
ye can not receive the promises of my Iather, which he.made unto
Abraham.

God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to
wife. And why did she do it? DBecause this was the law, and from
Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was fulfilling, among
other things, the promises. Was Abraham, therefore, under condemna-
tion?! Verily, I say unto you, Nay; for the Lord commanded it.
Abraham was commanded to offer his son Isaac ; nevertheless, it was
written, Thou shalt not kill. Abraham, however, did not refuse, and it
was accounted unto him for righteousness.

Abraham received concubines, and they bare him children, and it
was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given
unto him, and he abode in my law ; as Isaac also, and Jacob, did none
other things than that which they were commanded; and because they
did none other things than that which they were commanded, they
have entered into their exaltation, according to the promises, and sit
upon thrones; and are not angels, but are gods. David also received
many wives and concubines, as also Solomon, and Moses my servant,
as also many others of my servants, from the beginning of creation
until this time, and in nothing did they sin, save in those things which
they received not of me.
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David’s wives and concubines were given unto him of me by the
hand of Nathan my servant, and others of the prophets who had the
keys of this power; and in none of these things did he sin.against
me, save in the case of Uriah and his wife; and, therefore, he hath
fallen from his exaltation, and received his portion ; and he shall not

. inherit them out of the world, for I gave them unto another, saith the

Lord.

I am the Lord thy God, and I gave unto thee, my servant Joseph,
an appointment, and restore all things ; ask what ye will, and it shall
be given unto you, according to my word ; and as ye have asked con-
cerning adultery, verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man receiveth a
wife in the new and everlasting covenant, and if she be with another
man, and I have not appointed unto her by the holy anointing, she hath
committed adultery, and shall be destroyed. If she be not in the new
and everlasting covenant, and she be with another man, she has com-
mitted adultery ; and if her husband be with another woman, and he
was under a vow, he hath broken his vow, and hath committed adultery ;
and if she hath not committed adultery, but is innocent, and hath not
broken her vow, and she knoweth it, and I reveal it unto you, my
scrvant Joseph, then shall you have power, by the power of my holy
priesthood, to take her, and give her unto him that hath not committed
adultery, but hath been faithful ; for he shall be made ruler over many;
for I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood,
wherein I restore all things, and make known unto you all things in
due time.

And verily, verily, I say unto you, that whatsoever you seal on earth
shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth, in my
name and by my word, saith the Lord, it shall be eternally bound in
the heavens; and whosesoever sins you remit on earth, shall be re-
mitted eternally in the heavens ; and whosesoever sins you retain on
earth, shall be retained in heaven.

And again, verily, I say, whomsoever you bless, I will bless; and
whomsoever you curse, I will curse, saith the Lord; for I, the Lorxd,
am thy God.

And again, verily, I say unto you, my servant Joseph, that whatso-
ever you give on earth, and to whomsoever you give any one on earth,
by my word and according to my law, it shall be visited with blessings
and not cursings, and with my power, saith the Lord, and shall be
-without condemnation on earth and in heaven, for I am the Lord thy
God, and will be with thee even unto the end of the world, and through
all eternity ; for verily I seal upon you your exaltation, and prepare a

P2
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throne for you in the kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your father.
Behold! I have seen your sacrifices, and will forgive all your sins; I
have seen your sacrifices, in obedience to that which I have told you ;
go, therefore, and I make a way for your escape, as I accepted the of-
fering of Abraham, of his son Isaac.

Verily, I say unto yon, a commandment I give unto mine handmaid,
Emma Smith, your wife, whom I have given unto you, that she stay
herself, and partake not of that which I commanded you to offer unto
her; for I did it, saith the Lord, to prove you all, as I did Abraham,
and that I might require an offering at your hand by covenant and
sacrifice ; and let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those that
have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and
pure before me ; and those who are not pure, and have said they were
pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God ; for I am the Lord thy
" God, and ye shall obey my voice ; and I give unto my servant Joseph
that he shall be made ruler over many things, for he hath been faithful
over a few things, and from henceforth I will strengthen him.

And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and cleave
unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide
this commandment, she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord, for I am the
Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my law ; but if
she will not abide this commandment, then shall my servant Joseph do
all things for her, as he hath said ; and I will bless him, and multiply
him, and give unto him an hundred-fold in this world, of fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, houses and lands, wives and children,
and crowns of eternal lives in the eternal worlds. And again, verily,
I say, let mine handmaid forgive my servant Joseph his trespasses, and
then shall she be forgiven her trespasses, wherein she hath trespassed
against me ; and I, the Lord thy God, will bless her, and multiply her,
and make her heart to rejoice.

And again, I say, let not my servant Joseph put his property out of
his hands, lest an enemy come and destroy him—for Satan seeketh to
destroy—for I am the Lord thy God, and he is my servant; and be-
hold! and lo, I am with him, as I was with Abraham thy father, even
unto his exaltation and glory.

Now, as touching the law of the priesthood, there are many things
pertaining thereunto. Verily, if a man be called of my Father, as was
Aaron, by mine own voice, and by the voice of him that sent me, and
I have endowed him with the keys of the power of this priesthood, if
he do any thing in my name, and according to my law, and by my
word, he will not commit sin, and I will justify him. Let no one,
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therefore, sct on my servant Joseph, for I will justify him ; for he shall
do the sacrifice which I require at his hands, for his transgressions,
saith the Lord your God. .

And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood : if any man
cspouse a virgin, and desire'to espouse another, and the first give her
consent ; and if he espouse the second, and they are virgins, and have
vowed to no other man, then is he justified; he can not commit adultery,
for they are given unto him ; for he can not commit adultery with that
that belongeth unto him, and to none else ; and if he have ten virgins
given unto him by this law, he can not commit adultery, for they be-
long to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is ho justified.
But if one or cither of the ten virgins, after she is espoused, shall be
with another man, she has committed adultery, and shall be destroyed ;
for they are given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth, accord-
ing to my commandment, and to fulfill the promise which was given by
my Father before the foundation of the world, and for their exaltation
in the eternal worlds, that they may bear the souls of men ; for herein
is the work of my Father continued, that he may be glorified.

And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife
who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of
my priesthood as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and
administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your
God ; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those
who receive and abide in my law. Therefore it shall be lawful in me,
if she receive not this law, for him to receive all things whatsoever I,
the Lord his God, will give unto him, because she did not believe and
administer unto him according to my word; and she then becomes
the transgreseor, and he is exempt from the law of Sarah, who admin-
istered unto Abraham according to the law, when I commanded Abra-
ham to take Hagar to wife. And now, as pertaining to this law, verily,
verily, I say unto you, I will reveal more unto you hereafter, there-
fore let this suffice for the present. , Behold! I am Alpha and Omega.
AMEN.

THE END.








