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Tu this statement Mr. Adair exhibits evidence of which he
himselfseem unconscious. He saysthe general name of all
their priestly order is Ishfoallo. And the name of the high
priest’s waiter is Sagan. Mr. Faber (remarking upon this)
thinks the former word is a corruption of Ish-da-eloah, a man
of God ; sce original of 2 Kings, iv. 21, 22, 25,27, 40, and other
places. And of the latter word he says, “ Sagan is the very
name by which the Hebrews called the deputy of the high
priest, who supplied his office, and who performed the func-
tions of it in the absence of the high priest. See Calmet's Dict.
voz Sagan.”

Here then is evidence to our purpose, that those Indians
should call their order of priests, and the high priest’s waiter,
by those ancient Hebrew names of a man of God,and a de-
puty of the high priest. How could these events have oc-
curred, had not those natives been Hebrew, and brought
down these names by Hebrew tradition ?

Under the 8th argument Mr. Adairsays ; “ The ceremo-
nies of the Indians in their religious worship are more after the
Mosaic institutions, than of pagan imitation; which could
not be, if the majority of the old nation were of heathenish
descent. They are utter strangers to all the gestures practis-
ed by the pagans in their religious rites. They have another
appellative which with them is the mysterious essential name
of God; the tetragrammaton, or great four lettered name, .
which they never name in common speech. Of the time and
place, when and where they mention it, they are very parti-
cular, and always with a solemn air. It is well known what
sacred regard the Jews had to the four lettered divine name,
80 as scarcely ever to mention it, but once a year when the
high priest went into the sanctuary at the expiation of sins.
Might not the Indians copy from them this sacred invocation,
Yo—he—wah ? Their method of invoking God in a sulemn
hymn with that reverend deportment, and spending a full
breath on each of the two first syllables of the awful divine
name, hath a surprising analogy to the Jewish custom, and
such as no other nativn or people, even with the advantage
of written records, have relained. It may be worthy of no-
tice that they never prostrate themselves, nor bow their bo-
dies to each other by way of salute or homage, though usual
with the eastern nations; except when they are making or
ryeg}elv;ing peace with strangers, who come in the name of

Mr. Adair proceeds to speak of the sacred adjuration of the
Indians by the great and awful name of God; the question
ST A n 'r given, Yah, with a profound re-

e of body immediately before the
h ; this he considers to be Hebresw,




177

adjuring their witnesses to give true evidence., He says, “lt
seems exactly to coincide with the cenduct of the Hebrew
witnesses even now on the like oceasions.”

Mr. Adair’s other illustrations under this argument, in va-
rious feasts, fastings, their ark, and their ever refusing to eat
the hollow of the thigh of their game,have been sufficiently
given, in connexion with the testimonies of others to the same

oints,

Enough has also been exhibited under the 9th, 10th and
11th arguments.

Under the 13th he says; “ Eagles of every kind they es-
teem unclean food ; likewise ravens, crows, bats, buzzards,
swallows, and every species of owl.” This he considers as pre-
cisely Hebrew ; as also their purifications of their priests ;
and purification for having touched a dead bedy, or any other
unclean thing.

Under most of his subsequent arguments the quotations be-
fore given have Leen sufficient. Under the 16th he says:
‘“ Before the Indians go to war, they have many preparatory
ceremonies of purification and fasting like what is recorded of
the Israelites.” Under the 21st he says; “ The surviving
brother by the Mosaic law was to raise seed to a decerased
brother, who lefta widow childless. The Indian custom
looks the same way.” )

Under the last argument he says ; % The Indian tradition
says that their forefathers in very vomote eges cathe froma
far distant country, where ull the people were of one colour ;
and that in process of time they removed eastward to their -
present settlements.” He notes and conf.jes some idle fa-
bulous stories which he says “ sprung from thie innovating
superstitious ignorance of the popish priests to the souths
west ;” and speaks of the Indian tradition as being altogether
more to be depended on. He says, * They, (the rambling
tribes of northern Indians excepted,) aver that they came
over the Mississippi from the westward, before they arrived
at their present settlements. This we see verified in the
western old towas they have left behind them, and by the
situation of their old beloved towns or places of refuge lying
about a west course from each different nation.”

“Ancient history (he adds) is quite silent concerning Amer-
ica, which indicates that it has been time immemorial, rent
asunder from the eastern continent. The north-east parts of
Asia were also unciscovered till of late, Many geographers
- have stretched Asia and Amerioa so far astojoin them to-
gether; and others have divided them into two quarters of the
globe. But the Russians, after several dangerous attempts,
have clearly convinced the world that they are now divided,
and yet have a near communication together by a narrow
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strait, in which several islands are situated, and through
which there is an easy passage from the north-east of Asia te
the north.west of America. By this passage, it was very
practicable to go to this new world, and afterward to have
proceeded in quest of suitable climates.

Those who dissent from my opinion of the Indian Ameri-
ean origin, (he adds) ought to inform us how the natives
came here,and by what means they found the long chain of
rites and qustoms so similar to the usage of the Hebrew na-
tion, and in general dissimilar to the modes of the pagan world.
Their religious rites, martial customs, dress, music, dances and
domestic forms of life,*eem clearly to evince also,that they came
to Ameriea in early timnes before sects had sprung up among
the Jews ; which was soon after their prophets ceased ; also
before arts and sciences bad arrived at any perfection. Other-
wise it is likely they would have retained some knowledge
of them.”

We learnin Dr. Robertson’s history of America, that the:
Mexicans had their tradition that % Their ancestors came
from a remote country situated to the north-west of Mexico.
The Mexicans She says) point out their various stations as
they advanced from this into the interior provinces; and it is
precisely the same rout which they must have held, if they
had been emigrants from Asia.”*

Mr. Adair says, that though some have aupposed the Amer-
fcans to be descendants from the Chinese; yet neither their
religion, laws or customs agree in the least with those of the
Chinese, which sufficiently proves that they are not of this
line. And he says the remaining traces of their religious
eeremonies, and civil and martial customs, are different from
those of the old Scythians. He thinks, therefore, that the
old opinion that the Indians are descended from the Tartars
or ancient Seythians, should be exploded as weak and with-
out foundation. Those who have advocated the affirmative,
have not been able to produee much, if any evidence, that
any of the religious rites found among the Indians, and re-
sembling those of ancient Israel, have cver been found among
any people in the east of Asia. Such a thing cannot be ex-
pected. Those rites were arbitrary, established only in Is-
rael; and designed to distinguish them from all other na-
tions. It is utterly inadmissible then, to suppose these Indian
rites may be accounted for, from an idea that the Indians may
have learned them from other heathen nations. With very
similar propriety might the unbeliever in divine revelation
say, that the Jews and ancient Israel deriyed their religion, not
from God, as the bible purports, but froth the heathen nations,

* B. 4, page 41-2-3.
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rho at that time might,for aught we know, have had just such
eligious customs.

If the aborigines derived these rites and customs from an-
sient Asiatic heathen; why have not some of those heathen
themselves retained some of them, and disseminated them
through some other parts of the world, besides the vast wilds

.ef North and South America. : :

Capt. Carver is able to find that some of the people north«
east of Asia once presented to some of the Russians their
pipe of peace. The people of Israel, as they passed by that
people in ancient days, may have caught this custom from
them ; asnone pretend this was a Hebrew rite.  Or those
few people thus noted in Asia may have caught this custom
from the Indians over Beering’s Straits, But this is nothing,
eompared with the many Hebrew rites found among the na-
tives of America.

Captain Carver, who travelled five thousand miles among *

the Indians of North America, states some customs observed
by some of them iu relation to marriage and divorce, which
seem much like those of ancient Israel. He says; *“When
one of their young men has fixed on a young woman he ap-
proves of, he discbvers his passion to her parents, who give
him an invitation to come and live with them in their tent.
He accepts the offer, and engages to reside in it for a whole
year in the character of a menial servant. This however is
done only while they are young men, and for their first wife ;
and not repeated like Jacob’s servitude. When this period
is expired, the marriage is solemnized.” -

“When from any dislike (he adds) a separation takes
place,for they are'seldom known to quarrel,they generally give
their friends a few days notice of their intention, and some-
times offer reasons to justify their conduct.” Some little cer-
emonies follow ; and he says, “ The separation is carried on
without any murmurings, or ill will between the couple or
their relations.” Probab)y no other nation has such a resem-
blance in this respect to ancient Israel.

Capt. Carver saysyof the Indians “ wholly unadulterated
with the superstitiog#of the church of Rome;” “It is cer-
tain they acknowledge one Supreme Being, or giver of life,
who presides over all things—the Great Spirit; and they
look up to him as the source of good—who is infinitely good.
They also believe in a bad #pirit, to whom they ascribe great
power. They hold also, that there are good spirits of a less
degree, who have their particular departments, in which they
are constantly contributing to the happiness of mortals.”—
“ The priests of the Indians (he adds) who are at the same
time their physicians—while they heal their wouads, or cure

their diseases, they interpret their dreams, and salisfy their

.
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desires of searching into futurity.” But Capt. Carver unites
with other authors on the subject, in speaking of the difficul-
ty of strangers among them obtaining much knowledge of
their religions rites. He says; “It is very difficult to attaim
to a perfect knowledge of the religious principles of the In-
dians. They endeavour to conceal them.” It is no wonder
then, that Capt. Carver, passing by them on a tour of up-
wards of five thousand miles, discovered but few of these
many rites resembling the religion of ancient Israel, stated by
Mr. Adair. He says there was “one particular female custom”
bearing resemblance to the rites in the Mosaic law ; alluding
no deubt, to the well known Indian separation of women.
Speaking of their “ religious principles,” which he says are
¢ few and simple,” he adds, “ they (the Indians) have not de-
viated, as many other uncivilized nations, and too many civ-
ilized ones have done, into idolatrous modes of worship.”—
“ On the appearance of the new moon they dance and sing ;
but 1’5 is not evident that they pay that planet any adora-
tion.

Here then, according to this author, is their one God, infi-
nitely good, the giver of life, and of all good, presiding over
all, and who is the only object of worship; though theysome-
times beg of the evil spirit to avert their calamities, which,
in their opinion, he brings. Here are their good angels, min-
istering to the good ; here their priests; and a “ particular
female custem™ inexplicable unless by the Mosaic law. Here
is their firm adherence to their “few simple doctrines,” or
rites, less deviating to idolatry than eother uncivilized, and
even many civilized nations. These facts are far from
being destitute of their favorable bearing on our subject.~
How should such things be true of those savages, were they
not the descendants of ancient Israel ?

It was observed in page 88 of this book, that the Esqimaux
natives, and people round Hudson's Bay appear a different
race from the American Indians, and may have come from
the north of Europe. Capt. Carver fiotes an assertion from
Grotius, that “some of the Norwegiauns passed into America
by way of Greenland.” He also notes that De Laet gives
“the following passage from the history of Wales, written
by David Powel, in the year 1170. This history says, that
Madoc, one of the sons of prince Owen Gwynnith, being dis-
gusted at tha civil wars which broke out between his broth-
ers, fitled out several vessels, and went in quest of new lands
to the westward of Ireland.” And he goeson to speak of
of their planting a colony there. Here may be the origin of
the people of Greenland, Iceland, and round Hudson’s Bay.
But it gives no satisfactory account of the origin of the nu-
merous Indian tribies of America.
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Let us look at the natives in an extreme of South
America, and see if they exhibit any evidence similar to what
has been adduced of the natives of North America.

Don Alonzo de Ericilla, in his history of Chili, says of the
natives there ; “The religious system of the Araucanians is
simple. They acknowledge a Supreme Being, the author of
all things, whom they call Pillan, a word derived from Palli,
or Pilli, the soul ; and signifies the Supreme Essence. They
call him also, Guenu-pillan, the Spirit of Heaven; Bula-
gen, the Great Being; Thalcove, the Thunderer; Vilvem-
voe, the Omnipotent ; Mollgelu, the Eternal; and Avuolu,
the Infinite.” He adds; “ The universal goverament of Pil-
lan, (his Supreme Kssence,) isa prototype of the Arauca-
nian polity. He is the great Toqui of the invisible world.”
He goes on to speak of his having subordinate invisible be-
i under him, to whom he commits the administration of

airs of less importance. Thess, this author sees fit to calt
“ subaltern divinities.” We may believe they are but a tra-
ditional notion of angels, good and bad; such asis held by
the Indians of North America. '5.

This author says of this people; ¢ They =ll agreed in the

" belief of the immortality of the soul. This consolatory
truth is deeply rooted, and in a manner innate with them.—
They hold that man is composed of two substances essential-
ly different; the corruptible body and the soul, incorporeal
and eternal.” ) :

Of their funerale, he says; “The bier is carried by the
principal relations, and is surrounded by women who bewail
the deccased in the manner of the hired mourners among the
Romans.” .

e also says; “ They have among them a tradition of a
great deluge, in which only a few persons were saved, who
took refuge on a high mountain called Thegtheg, which pos«
sessed the property of moving upon the water.”

Here then, it seems the remote natives of Chili (a region
1260 miles south of Peru,in South America,) furnish their
quota of evidence that they originated in the same family
with the North American Indians, and hold some of their es-
sential traditiohs. .

Whence could arise the tradition of those natives, of one
“ Supreme Being, author of all things ?” That he is the “Su-
preme Essence ; the Spirit of Heaven ; the Thunderer ; the
Omnipotent ; the Eternal; the Infinite?” Whence their
tradition of the flood, and of several persons being saved on a

Jloating mountain, meaning no doubt the ark? Whence their
ideus so correct of man’s immortal soul ?

‘This author says of those native Chilians, “ Many suppose
that they are indigenous to the country; while others sup-

16
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pose they derive their origin from a foreign stock, and at one
time say, that their ancestors came from the north, and at an-
other time, from the west.”

Their better informed or wise men, it seems, retain some
impressions of their original emigration from a foreign land,
and from the north-west, or Beering’s Straits. Is it possible
to give a satisfactory account of such traditions among those
native Indians of Chili, short of their having received them
from the Hebrew sacred scriptures? And if from thence,
surely they must be Hebrews.

In Long’s expedition to the Rocky Mountain, we learn
that the Omawhaw tribe of Indians (who inhabit the west
side of the Missouri River, fifty miles above Engineer Can-
tonment,) believe in one God. They call -him Wahconda ;
and believe him *to be the greatest and best of beings; the
Creator and Preserver of all things; the Fountaixf of mystic
medicine. Omniscience, omnipresence, and vast power are
attributed to him. And he is supposed to afflict them with
sickness, poverty, or misfortune, for their evil deeds. In con-
versation he is frequently appealed to as an evidence of the
truth of their asseverations—*Wahconda hears what I say.”

These Indians bave many wild pagan notions of this one
God. But they have brought down by tradition, it seems,
the above essentially correct view of him, in opposition -to
the polytheistical world.

Their name of God is remarkable—Wahconda. It has
been shown in the body of this work, that varieus of the In-
dians call God Yohewah, Ale, Yah, and Wah, doubtless from
the Hebrew names Jehovah, Ale, and Jah, And it has been
shown that these syllables which compose the naine of God,
are compounded in many Indian words, or form the roots
from which they are formed. Here we find the fact; while
the author from whom the account is taken, it 1s presumed,
hud no perception of any such thing. Wah-conda ; the last
syllable of the Indian Yohewah, compounded with conda.—
Or Jah, Wak, their monosyllable name of God thus com-
pounded. Here is evidence among those children of the des-
ert, both as to the nature and the name of their one God,
corresponding with what has been exhibited of other tribes;
amll very unaccouutable, if they are not of the tribes of Is-
rael, . .

A religious custom, related by Mr. Long, goes to corrobor-
ate the opinion that these people are of Israel. He relates
that from the age of between five and ten years, their little

' “iged 10 ascend a hill fasting, once or twice a week
months of Maich and April, to pray aloud to
When this season of the year arrives, the moth-

he little son, that the “ice is breaking up in the
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river ; the ducks and geese are migrating, and it is time for
you to prepare to go in clay.” The little worshipper then®
rubs himself over with whitish clay,and at sun rise sets off
for the top of a hill, instructed by the mother what to say to
the Master of Life. From his elevated position he criesalond
to Wahconda, humming a melancholy tune, and calling on
him to have pity on him, and make him a great hunter, war-
rior, &c. .

This has more the appearance of descending from Hebrew
tradition, than from any other nation on earth: teaching
their children to fast in clay, as “in dust and ashes;” and to
cry to Jah for pity and protection. Such are the shreds of
evidence furnished, one here and another there, through the
wilds of America, suggesting what is the most probable, if
not evident origin, of the natives of this continent.

In the Percy Anecdotes, we have an account that the Shaw-
ano Indians in an excursion captured the Indian warrior call-
ed Old Scranny, of the Muskhoge tribe, and condemned him
to a fiery torture. He told them the occasion of his falling
into their hands, was, he had “forfeited the protection of the
Divine Power by some impurily or other, when carrying the
holy ark of war against his devoted enemy. Here he recogniz-
ed the one God, his providence, speaks of his holy ark borne

- against enemies, alludes to the purity of those who bear it,

and if they become impure, the Divine Being will forsake
them. The bearing which ideas like these have on our sub-
ject, needs no explanation.
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