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280 APPENDIX.

The Reviewer adds; “ Neither does it appear that the Jewish
scriptures were the first that God gave to man. O the contrary;
there is strong proof that parts of the first books were compiled
fron earlier scriptures. And the ancéstors of the Indians might
have hal g bk, without being Hebrew.” That communica-
tions were made from God to man, before the days of Moses, perhaps
there is no room to doubt. And possibly the knowledge of some
things which Moses was inspired to incorporate into his history, might
have beea correctly handed down by tradition. But.if there is
* strong proof” that eastern natiens had possessed sacred writings be-
fore the writings of Moses, from which antecedent writings our na-
tives may have brought down the tradition that their ancestors had
a book of God, with no allusion to the writings of Moses ; so that such
a tradition is no evidence that these [ndians descended from Israel ;
(which is the argument of the Reviewer ;) how strange it must be that
noue beside the ladians of America, and the Reviewer, have any
knowledge of such a book of God? - Why have not the literary
world been blessed with the knowledge of it? Why could not our
literary Reviewer himself have laid his hand upon it, and presented it
to us; or at least some of the “ strong evidence” in its favour? The
human family in the days of Abraham were going off to gross idolatry.
God selected and covenan&d with Abraham, in order 1hat the true
knowledge of himself might be maintained on earth. « He suffered -
all other nations to walk in their own way.” Aud he said to Israel,
“ You only have I known of all the families of the earth.” Moses, in
this family, was inspired to write the book of God. And itis noted
as the special privilege of the circumcised Israel, that “to them were
committed the oracles of God.” Now was there during all this time,
in the other nations of the east, the knowledge of another book of God,
80 well known among thé nations, and the sacreiiy : 1pressions of it so
deep and uhiversal, that the descendants of the nurthern barbarous
Bations might bring down many deep aad correct impressions of it for -
thiee or four thousand years, in so distant and extensive a region of
the world ag this continent? So that all the rites of our natives, and
their notions of an ancient book of God,afford no evidence of their be-
ing of [srael? Why has nothing of this kind ever been known in the
learued’ world, till our literary Reviewer has broughtit to light ?
Can he make it appear indeed, that although the natives of our
continent claim the one Great Spirit as the God of their fa-
thers, who' they say were exclusively in covenant with him;
who had his prophets to work miracles. and foretell future events;
who hal the ark of the covenant; places of refuge; high priests;
yearly atonements ; and many other exclusive Mosaic rites; yet all
this amounts to no distinctive evidence that they descended from Is-
raél ?—because they may have derived all these things from ancient
heathen nations. One of two things, from the Reviewer’s view of the
.subject, appears true; either the church of God have been under
a great mistake relative tothe origin of the Mosaic religion ; or, deep
literature does not alpays constitute a man a sound divine !

The Reviewer seems to be distutbe.], that the writer should make
the attemnt he has doue in this little book, to give an explanation to
some prophecies relative to Israel. He informs that * the true mode
of interpreting the prophecies is certainly little unerstood at this day.”

- He proceeds to allude to a dissertation on the prophecies of the wri-
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ter published some time since ; which he says received a quietus in
the death of Buonaparte.” The Reviewer cerlainly expresses these things
with a sufficient degree of disrespect! One would imagme he was m-
deed much disturbed at any attempt to explain prophecy. But his
as:ertion relutive to the general iguorance “of the {rue mode of in-
terpreting the prophecies,” surely must be uunderstood us indicating
that he himself has been so happy as to artive at a supericr know-
ledge upon this subject. Now, whether he has reached this high at-
tainment by close application, or instinctively, he surely should
not cbject to others taking what they may judge the must proper
methods to obtain aemall degree of that. knowledge, of which he is so
happy as to have much ! The information given by the Reviewer,
relative to what the scriptures do or do nof mean concerning the res-
toration of the Jews, cer.ainly would seem to indicate, that he him-
sel{ has made great proficiency in this knowledge. For one must
possess considerable knowledge on this deep subject, before he can
with modesty and propriety publish what shallsweep away at a stroke
the long recetved rules and writings of such men as Mede, Lawman,
Bishop Newton, Sir Isaac Newton, and other most profound and cele-
brated expounders of the prophetic scriptures! The Reviewer then
ghould be willing, (if he has been so succeesful) that others should
make their humbler attempts ; even though they should arrive at
gome different conclusions from himself. If this seems foreign
from the first professed nbject of the Reviewer; the blame will not
be attached to the reviewed, when it is considered he i3 following on- °
ly where he is led, in self-defence.

Relative to the duty of studying the prophetic scriptures, let the
following divine testimonies be considered. To the Jews Christ said,
when light was far inferior 1o what it now is, “ How is it that ye do
not understand the signs of the times ?” The signs of the times
were the fulfilmeunts of prophecies then taking place. * Whoso
readeth, let him understand.” * Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things that are
written therein ; for the time is at hand.” Numerous were such
testimonies many centuriesago. Light has been rising on the sub-
ject And now it must be viewed as involved in inexplicable darkness !
When then can =0 great a purt of our holy revelation ever be under-
stood? Or wasit given in varn ? Why has God commanded men to
search and understand this part of his blessed word?

Every event for time and eternity, now future, i< known only by
prophecy. And yet “the true mode of interpreting prophecies is
certainly little known at this day.” Does this hold true in relation
to the judgment, and eternity 2 to the reswrrection, to heaven, and to
hell?  Where shall we draw the lines? Are no opinions to be fore
med of the Millennium 2—of the battle of that great day of God?
Why then are ministers commanded to “blow the trumpet in Zion,
to sound an alarm in God’s holy mountain, thgt all may tremb!le for
the day of the Lord, which is nigh at hand ?” And if these vast
events must be studied and known, why not other great events con-
nected with them, and revealed with equal clearness ?

But if the Reviewer may have mistaken as much in relation to the
prophecies, as he has in stating that the writer’s former Dissertation
received a quietus in the den‘t‘h of Buonaparte; possibly hig knowledge
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of this subject will not prove to be of great practical imporiance; and
possibly his remarks may receive & “ quietus” in a stulement of facts.

The writerdrl about fourteen years ago publish a D:ssertation on
the Prophecies.  He did it at the request of many, and with the
spacial recommendution of more than half adouzen of the first litera-
ry characters in New togland.

In this work Buonapurte was noted only as vne signal leader of the
1ast head of thosecular Ruman beast rising from the bottomless pit.
But he was never wenufied with this beast ; but was ever distinguish=
el rom it. Hence let hus death have takeu place. ever so soon, after
the beast was exhibited in his characteristic marks, it would in no
sense have given a quietus to Mr.S’s. scheme. Eor as the first part
of the ancieat imperial head oft1is beast depended on ro one emperor;
but was accommodated with many in succession ; so notice was giv-
en that it might be with the last impenal reign of the same head, re-
covered to life in these last days. See the foilowing quotations from
the fiist edition of the Dissertation. * And the king shall do accor-
ding to his will, and he shall exalt himself and maguify himsel| above
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods.”

“ By a king in the languagze of prophecy, is generally to be under-
stoad a kingdom, or civil power, and not an individual person. In
this sense we are to understand the king in this text. In the passage
we are presented with a great atheistical power, who in his commence-
meat is to be anarchical.—I{is licentiousness is first noted ; he * shall

 do aecording to his will;” bredking every restraint. His anarchy
follows; “and he shall exalt himself above every God,” i. e. above
every king or legitimate ruler. Waor with kings, was tobe among
his first characteristics. His atheism follows : “and shall speak mar-
vellous things against the God of gode.” He shall blaspheme and
deny the God of heaven. * But in his estate shall he honour the
god of forees.” After this power shall gain national importance, he
shalPhenour military munitions, or pay his first attention to the arts
ofwar, . * ’

« And a god whom his fathers new unt, shall he honour with
gold and silver, and precious stones, and pleasant things.” Although
his father’s"god, and all gods (kings) have been rejected ; yet a god,
or ruler of foreign descent,shall by and by come to be acknowledged by
this power, and honoured with the greatest magnificence. * Thus
shallhe do in the most strong hold with a strange God whom he
shall acknowledgze and increase with glory; and he shall cause them
to rule over many, and shall divige the land for gain.” This infidel
power shall overrun strong holds, and powerful nations, with thia
foreigaer at their head, who shall be received as their supreme ruler,s
and hovoured with the highest dignity. .And he shall lead them to
subdue states and nations; and shall distribute their governments
among his favourites. R

“And at the time of the end the king of the south shall push at him;
and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind.”
The Ottoman empire may provoke the infidel power to its own ruin.
“ Whether this will be the ¢azé; or whether some other two pow-
ers, on2 on the southy aud’the other on the north of the jinfidel
power, will be found to unité, with a view to cheek their commnon
enemy; {ime will decide®*

“ See sect. 2, chap. I. 1st edit. -
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This power is ever treated of in this Dissertation as an empire, and
not us any emperor, or succession of emper-rs.

‘I'his beaet 1n his last head, (in thescheme of the seven vials given in
the I)1ssertation, which scheme has never been disproved, but has met
with general, if n. t universal approbation) was to continue through
the three last and greatest vials, the fitth, sixth and seventh. ‘I'he
periods of these viale was to be distinguished from each other by va-
rious reverses experienced by this power. Says .he writer in his
first edition, * Flouds of delusion, of wicked agents, of falsehvods and
abuse, if not o national rage, armies aud bloody violence, will be ex-
cited, as though belched out o1 he mouth of the old serpent, like an
overwhelming torrent; inso much, that nothing can save the cause
of Christ from destruction, but signal interpositions of Providence in

eounteracting those_violent measures, and confounding the encmy,.

like the earth opening her mouth and swallowing up floods of water,”*
Great reverses in the state of this power of the last days were thus
implied in the first edition of this work.

And it occurred to the writer, while preparing his second edition,
(soon af er) that these reverses were clearly held up in various collat-
eral prophecies, as being far greater than hc had expressly stated ;
while yet the power (not any individual leaders of it) would continue
its mystical existence, till it should eink in perdition at the clese o the
seventh vial, subsequently to the restoration of the Jews It was to
be “part of iron, and part of clay ; partly strong and partly broken.”
Of this the writer gave ample notice in his second edition in the fol-
lowing sentences, and many similar ones ; “To how great a degreé
these reverses may proceed, God only knows. Should the broken-
ness of this last part of the Roman power be now made in sopme degree
as conspicuous as his antecedent strength, (as the text “ the kingdom
shall be partly strong,and partly br. ken,” seems to warrant us to
expect) that wicked power would indeed be prostrated. But should
this be the case, should all the horns of the anti-christian beust be torn
off, und the wretch lie bleeding and fainting ; yet it appears evident
that all his work is not yet done. He does not go into final perdition,
t.11 the battle of that great day of God, which is subsequent to the
restoration of the Jews,”’t ’

“ The enormous power or influence, symbolized by the beust from
the bottomless pit, (says the writer) depends on no one man; though
it has been accommodated hitherto with a leader truly prepared for
the work of judgment. In the first reign of the imperial head of the
Roman beast, emperors were set up and deposed, and numbers slain,

. in thick succession. And it repeatedly seemed as though'destruction

had fallen upon the empire ; still that imperial head continued, (i. e.
till the days of Constantine.) Thatgeniusof the people continued,
which would not be governed by any thing short of a military des-
potiem.  And this (it may be expected) will be the case on the Ro-
man earth henceforth, till the battle of the great 4 y. Should revo.
1ntion succeed revolution, it would not alter the case. The nature
of the beast tfrom the bottomless pit is not changed. It rests ‘ou the
broud basis of a general systematic corruption, which will never be

* Page 45, 1st edit.
+ Page 8, 2 edit.
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purzed, but by the exterminating fire of the great and notable day of
the Lord.” .

M.ch of this kind of uotice was given in this publication, which
fully accords with the subsequent death of Buonaparte, and the pros-
tration of his particular schemes of ambitjon, which was <o terrible
uader the fifth vial. [t was auticipated in the following words on the
king of the north coming against him like a whirlwind, &c. “ The
phraseology seems to intimat great success against the infidel power.
F 'r « mighty whirlwind. usaally prostrates every thing in its way.”

“ Between the present time and the bhattle of the grest day, (the
writer add:) as great intervals of light may be experienced as might
be exaected to form a trunsition from the eveuts of one great vial of
wrath to another.”

‘The scheme of the vials, in this Dissertation, makes the events of
th~ French revolution the filfiiment of the fifth vial, poured on
the throne of the.Papal beast, and filling his kingdom with dark-
pess.  The sixth s to be fulfilled in the subversion of the Turks.
And the seveuth in the utter d- struction of the great secular Roman
beast, which arose in his last head. Heis Er:;rly to continue in
some kind of existence, till the battle of the great day; though
with the reverses which have been hinted.

n relation to the general scheme of this Dissertation, the writer
of it has never found occasion to alter hic mind. He as much he-
lieves, as when he wrote, that his scheme of the luet head of the Ro-
mau beast, and of the seven vials, is esseutially correct ; and has to
the present day heen more and mdre confirmed in the opinion, by the
events of the times. He anticipated and published his opinion, that
between one vial and its successor, there might be intervals of peace,
He helieves the fifth yfal closed at the battle of Waterloo. He of-
ten from that {ime stated to his friends his apprehension that thesixth
wial, to subvert the Turkish government, might next be expected.
Thi: was the scheme of his Dissertation. And events thus far ap-
pear fully to accord with the hypothesis. B
"~ The teviewer then, on re-examining the subject, may-possibly be
convinced that his attack on the Disertation was not only unprove-
ked and gratis, but wholy incorrect. . ’

His following assertion is no less incorrect. He says; “ But he
(VIr. S.) maintains boldly that the - rophecies respecting the restora-
tion ofthe Jews, and the ‘illerminm, must be fulfilled about this
time® The writers time for the commencemest of the Millenninm,
(+nd his reasons for it) he gave to the public in his second edition,
pub]ished ten years ago; whichiss ated to he about the year 2000.
An never since that time has a word been by him uttered or written
in opposition to this opinion. ’

In the first edition of his Dissertation, he stated the scheme of a
noted author, and several things that might render it probable ;
which scheme in ¢ duces the Millennium before the close of the pre-
sent century. But attending further to the subject, in his second edi-
tior., the writer became of opinion that the Millennium will not
commencg before the year A. D. 2000.* s .

Such representations then cannot be for the benefit of the -puhlic,
*dr of the author reviewed ; and hence cannot bg for the honour of the

* Page 131, 2d edit.
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Reviewér ! Some other things in the Review might be noticed, but
shall pass. Ifthe Revicwer’s couscience is satisfied with them, they
may rest uzenlence.

The writer of the preceding pages is not insensible’that such an at-
tempt as he has made, is not only a fask ; but one that will excite ob-
loquy from a certasn class of men. He solicits information on the
subject of his book from all who may find it convenient to communi-
cate it, And every objection to his scheme. stated with candor, shall
be gratefully received. But he shall never feel grateful for any
communications to the public calculated to bring attention to the
prophetic scriptures into disrepute ; or to prevent a candid attention
of the public to any evidences adduced relative to the state and re-
covery of the long lust tribes of Israel.

ERRATA.
Page 28, line 18 from top, after one insert of.

58, line 8 from bottom, after Jewish msert church.
59, line 14 from top, after from insert beyond.

'134, line 16 from bottom, for gffensive read defensive.

" 158, line 2 from bottom, lagt word read hired.
167, line 19 from top, for force read forge
190, line 17 from top, for professed read pocmaad
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